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^urplayy  toth  Nt)vember^   1788. 

W*  •  •.  .•<•         • 

HEK  the  Chancellor  oF  the  Exchequer  had  "fentered '        •   . 
the  Houie,  >  -         • 

The  Speaker   rofe  at  the  table,  ana  obferved,  that,  as  .he     The« 
believed  no  new  cohimiiTion  had  been  iffued  for  the  farther  Spes^k^f. 
prorogation  of  ^Parliament,  ha  wifhed  to  know  whether  it 
was  the  yleafure  of  tfie  Houfe  that  he.fliouia  fake  the  chair? 

A  general  call  of  Chair !  chair  !   ipimediately  prevailed  ;  ii>  * 
confequence  gf  which,   the  Speaker  went  to  his  feat,  from 
whence  he  ilated  lo  the  Houfe  what  writs  h^d  been  iffued  by 
Tiirfi  during  (he  recefs  of  Parliament.  *      •  '     •    ' 

The  new  Members  then  took  tha  oaths  >  and  when  they 
.had  all  been  feverally  Cvvorn,  • 

•  •  Mr.ChancellQr.P///  i;ofe,  and  faid,  ihdtjOonfiftently  with  his  Mr.  Pit^ 
duty,  he  muft  beg  leave  t©  i-foTm  ^lie  Houfe,  that  the  caufeof 
their  being  thus  afftmbleci,  without*  the  ufual  fummons.ajid 
notice  that  they  were  to  'mWt  for  th'e.difpatch  of  bullnefs, 
upon  the  commiffion  for  the  laft  prorogation  of  Parliament  •  • 
expiring,.  w.as  owing  to  the  contingency  of  the  unfortunate 
illnefs  with  which  His  Majefty  had  been  feverely  affliftedi 
and  which  had  prevented  his  fervants  from,  receiving  his 
commands.     He  added,  that  the. few  ^\x\\\qtvXv^^  \0cv\Ocv  ^'^- 
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ifted,  and  which  were  at  all  Cmilar  in  their  application  ta 
the  pr^feiit  fingular  fituation  of  affairs,  had  been  confultcd  ; 
but,  as  they  did  not  point  out  the  poffibility  of  ifluing  a  ne^ 
commrffion  for  the  farther  prorogation  of  Parliament,  nor 
enable  them  to  open  the  lefTion  in  the  ufual  form,  nor  indeed 
in  any  way  at  all  regular,  he  trufted  that  every  gentleman 
would  agree  with  him,  that,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  it  would  be  highly  improper  for  tlie  Houfe  to  pro- 
cee4  to  the  difcuffion  of  any  public  bufinefs  whatever,  and 
that  it  was  ahfolutely  neceffary  .for  them  to  adjourn.  He 
meant,  therefore,  before  lie  fat  down^  to  -fubmit  to  their 
confideration  a  motiort  for  the  adjournment  of  the  Houfe,  at 
its  rifing,  tQ  that  day  fortnight.  One  more  point,  arid  one 
more  point  only,  he  fhbuld  ta|i;e  the  liberty  of  fubmitting  to 
them  before  he  offered"  the  moti9n  of  adjournment,  which 
was,  that  if  His  Majefty?s  illnefs  fliould  unhappily  continue^ 
contrary  to  the  wifiies  and  prayers  of  his  People,  longer  than 
the  propofed  period  of  a  fortnightVadjournmenX,  as  it  would 
be  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  Hoiife  to  take  into  their 
immediate  confideration  what  meafures  were  proper  to.  be 
adopted,  in  order,  ds  far  as  tKe'y  were  competent,  to  endea- 
vour to  -guard  againft  the  dange^i  which  might  arife  from 
the  not  beinjg  able  to  open  the  feffion  in  the' iifual  form,  fo  it 
would  be  equally  incumbent  on  jhem  to  enfure  as  full  an  at- 
tendance as  he  then  faw,  in  .ordet  to  give  the  proceeding, 
.whatever  it  might  bej  all  the  weiglit  and  fofemnity  in  their 
power  to  contribute  towards  fupplying  the  deficiency  of  the 
Royal  proclamation.  He,  therefore,  fubmitted  to  the  con- 
fideration of  the  Houfe  the  propriety  pf  a, motion,  which, 
with  their  coijferit,  he  flaould  offer  for  a  call  pf  the  Houfe 
on  that  day  fortnight;  aqd  that  the  call  might  hie  rendered  as 
effeftual  as  poflible,*  he  fhould  accompany  it  with  another 
motion,  direSing  tjie  Speaker  to  write  circular  letters  in  the 
moft  feriousandfolemn  manner,  requiring -the  attendance  of 
every  Member  on  that  day  fortnight. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  now  moved, . 

I.  ."  That  the  Houfe,  at  its  rifing,  adjourn  to  that  day 
^<  fortnight."  -       . 

II.  "  That  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  Thurfday  the  4th 
«  of  December. next."  * 

III.  '<  That  the  Speaker  bp  dire6ied  to  fend,  circular  let- 
**  ters,  riequiring  the  attendanpe  of  every  Meniber  on  that 
*«  day."  •  And,' 

...IV.  ,<«  That  the  Houfe  do  now  adjourn." 
The  Houfe  agreed  to  the  three  firft-ftated  motions  nemine 
contradicente,  and,,  upon  the  queftion  put,  adjourned  to  that 
day  fortnight. 
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Thirfdayy  4th  Dccemher. 

The  Hoiife  met,  purfuant  to  their  adjournment  from  the 
acth  of  laft  month. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair, 

Mn  Chancellor  Pitt  prefenteJ  to  the  Houfe  a  report  of 
the  examination  of  the  King's  phyflcians,  taken  the  preced- 
ing day  upon  oath,  by  the  hrivy  Council,  relative  to  the 
ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health. 

This  report  was,  by  order,  immediatelj  read  at  the  table 
By  the  clerk,  and  was  in  fubftance  as  follows: 

Dr.  Warren's  opinion,  as  deduced  from  the  queftions  put 
to  him  by  the  Privy  Council,  was,  that  His  Majtfty  was 
at  prefent  incapal)le  of  attending  to  pjblic  bufinefs ;  that 
there  was  great  probability  that  His  Majefty  would,  in  time, 
be  able  to  refume  his  fliare  in  the  government  of  the  country ; 
but  that  he  could  not  fay  when  fuch  an  event  was  to  be  ex- 
pefled.  His  opinion  was  founded  on  perfonal  experience^ 
and  confultation  with  other  phyficians. 

Sir  George  Baker,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  and  Dr.  Reynolds, 
were  feverally  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Dr.  Addington  was  ftil|  more  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  His 
Majefty's  recovery,  as  he  had  feldom,  or  ever,  known  cafes 
attended  by  fuch  fymptoms  as  he  had  difcovered  in  His  Ma- 
jefty, fail  of  a  happy  termination. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  tlien  moved,  "That  the  faid  report  Mr.  Chan- 
«  betaken  into  confideratlon  on  Monday  next."  At  the  ^^^'^  ^'"• 
fame  time,  he  gave  notice,  that  on  that  day  he  would  move 
that  a  Committee  fliould  be  appointed  to  fearch  for  prece- 
dents in  any  degree  applicable  to  the  prefent  melancholy  ftate 
of  public  affairs,  and  report  them  to  the  Houfe.  He  added, 
that  the  awful  magnitude  of  the  prefent  crifis,  called  for  the 
moft  ferious  deliberation ;  and  the  Houfe  could  not,  in  his 
opinion,  proceed  with  too  much  folemnity,  or  be  too  cau- 
tious in  its  determinations,  in  a  bufinefs  ot  fuch  moment  as 
was  that  which  muft  fliortly  be  brought  before  them. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  motion,  and  it  was 
agreed  nem.  con.  that  the  report  ihould  be  taken  into  confide- 
ration  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  afterwards  moved,  "  Tliat  the  order 
**  of  the  day  for  calling  over  the  Houfe  on  this  day,  fhould 
"  be  difcharged,  and  a  new  order  made  for  calling  it  over 
**  on  Monday.**  This  motion  pafted  without  any  oppo* 
fition. 

He  then  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  would,  at  its  rifmg, 
**  adjourn  to  Monday  next." 

Mr.  Vyner  fincerely  lamented  the  melancholy  occafion  Mr.  V\ws. 
which  rendered  fuch  motions  neceff^i^  \  ^vA  \e  \a^>fe.H^ 
H  1  «^w\ 
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every  man  in  the  country  was  truly  concerned  at  fo  dreads 
fulacircuipftance,  A  report  taken  by  the  Privy  Council 
was,  he  obferved,  undoubtedly  entitled  to  great  Tvctght;  bufc 
he  queftioned  whether  it  fuited  the  dignity  of  ParliamailfJ 
that  fuch  a  report  fliould  he  made  the  ground-* work  of  a  par- 
liamentary proceeding.  He  felt  himleif  at  a  lofs  to  deter- 
mine  whetlier  that  Houfe  could,  or  ought  to  take  the  re-- 
port  of  the  Council  a*  tlie  guide  of  its  condufl;  he  was  ra-.. 
ther  inclined  to  think  that  it  ought  to  order  the  attendance 
of  His  Majefty'spbyficians,  and  hear  them  examined  at  the 
Bar,  before  any  final  meafurc  ihould  he  propofed.  or  adopt* 
ed.  This,  however,  he  threw  out  only  as  his  private  opi- 
nion; the  Houfe  would  judge  for  itfelf. 

•ellor^iir  ^^'  Chancellor  Pitt  declared,  th^Jt  nothing  could  be  far^ 
ther  from  his  intention,  than  to  preclude  any  meafure  which 
the  Houfe  might,  in  its  wifdom,  think  it  neceffary  to  adopt, 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the  moft  ample  information. 
He  was  of  opinion,  however,  that  when  gentlemen  reflefletl 
upon  the  delicacy  of  the  fubjeft,  ?nd  tlic  dignity  of  tlie 
great  Perfonage  to  whofe  ftate  of  health  the  report  referred, 
they  would  think  with  him  that  the  mode  purfued  by  the 
Privy  Council,  was  precilely  that  which  ought  to  have  been 
adopted,  and  which  Parliament  might,  without  fufFering  the 
leaft  infringement  of  its  dignity,  purfue.  They  would 
pleafe,  likewife,  to  remark,  that  the  examination  of  the 
phyficians,  by  the  Privy  Council,  had  been  taken  upon 
oath,  which  could  not  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  to  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  not  power  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  a  witnefs. 

Mfr,  Fosr.  .  Mr.  J(?*v  obferved,  however  willingly  he  gave  his  entire 
and  approving  acquie'cencc  df  the  fteps  that  had  been  taken 
in  this  melancholy  bufinefs,  he  Hill  had  his  doubts,  as 
well  as  the  honourable  Member  who  fpoke  laft  but  one, 
whether  gentlemen  ought  in  duty  to  reft  fatisfied  without  the 
perfonal  examination  of  thofe  phyficians,  on  whofe  teftimo- 
ny  they  were  to  found  confequences  of  the  utrnoft  import- 
ance.  They  would,  no  doubt,  all  feel  it  neceffiry  to  ac£l 
with  every  poffible  delicacy  in  the  courfe  of  their  proceed- 
ings;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  if  delicacy  and  their  duty 
fhould  happen  to  clafii,  ihe  one  ought  not  to  be  ficrificed  to 
the  other. 

The  queftion  was  at   laft  put,  and   carried  nemlne  contra-' 
dlcente. 

Aft^r  the  motion  had  been  thus  difpofed  of, 
^^*  The  Speaker  exprefied  his  doubts,  whether,  during  the  in- 

^"  "'  efficiency  of  one  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  he  was  compe- 
tent to  iftue  writs  for  filling  up  the  vacancies  that  ftiOuld 
happen  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  Peop-e  in  that  Houfe*. — 
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It  was  the  prefent  vacancy  in  the  borough  of  Colchefler,  oe- 
fiohed  by  the  death  of  Sir  Edmund  Afilftck,  that  firft  fug- 
gelled  to  him  the  grounds  of  thofe  doubts. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  was  decided  in  opinion,  that  though  Mr.  Chan- 
no  adl  could  take  place  which  required  the  joint  concurrence  ^^^^^^'^  ^^^ 
of  the  different  branches   of  the  Legiflature,    yet  each   of 
them  in  its  feparate  capacity  was  fully  competent  to  the 
exercife  of  thofe  powers  which  concerned  its  own  orders  and 
jurifdiflion. 

A  .  motion  was  at  laft  made,  apd  carried,  **  That  thii 
^^  Houfe  do  now  adjourn.'^ 

Monda\\  ^th  Deamhcr* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe,  and  liaving  defired  permiflion  Mr.  Chaii- 
to  ofFer  fome  neceflary  remarks  to  the  confideration  of  the  "^^**'  ^*"* 
Houfe,  previous  to  their  entering  upon  the  difcuffion  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  added  that,  on  the  preceding  Thurfday, 
when  the  motion  had  been  made,  "  That  the  minute  of  the 
*^  examination  of  the  phyficians  who  had  attended  His  Ma- 
"  jefty  during  his  illnefs,  (as  delivered  upon  oath  before  the 
**  Lords  of  the  Council)  be  that  day  taken  into  confide* 
**  ration,"  it  had  been  intimated  that  fome  gentlemen  enter- 
tained douts,  whether  that  would  be  the  proper  way  to  found 
a  parliamentary  proceeding?  and  he  had,  at  the  time,  hinted 
an  idea^  that  the  examination  having  been  taken  on  oath, 
would  be  fufficient :  but  he  had  fpoken  on  the  impulfe  of  the 
moment,  and  was  exceedipgly  defirous  that  the  mode  of  .. 
proceeding  fliould  be  pcrfcdiy  fatisfactory  to  the  Houfe  in 
general ;  he  wiflied  to  krow  if  it  was  the  fenfe  of  any  num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  that  a  particular  inqui^  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  their  ov/n  Houfe  v/ould  be  a  more  regular  way  of 
proceeding,  and  \Vhether  the  communication  ahcady  made 
from:  the  Privy  Council  of  their  minutes,  was  not  deemed 
fully  fufficient.  He  flipuld  alfo  brg  leave  to  A^'^te  to  the 
Houfe,  that,  fince  their  laft  meeting,  two  more  phyficians 
had  been  called  in  to  attend  His  Majefty,  one  of  whom  was 
peculiarly  fkilled  in  the  treatment  of  cafes,  fimilar  to  that 
under  which  His  Majefty  unfortunately  laboured.  Thefc 
additional  phyficians  had  alfo  been  examined  before  the  Privy 
Council;  but  poflibly  their  having  been  called  in,  might,  by 
fome  gentlemen,  be  confidered  as  another,  and  a  cogent,  rea- 
fon/for  appointing  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  to  examine  the 
phyficians  ;  he  had  therefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  throw 
out  thefe.  fuggeftions,  that  the  Houfe  might  fignify  their 
izvXt  upon  them  ;  and  alfo,  if  any  gentleman,  or  any  num- 
ber of  gentlemen,  fhould  be  of  opiiuon  that  it  would  be 
rtiore  fajisfadlory  to  :;j)point  a  ComixjilLte,  whether  by  an  in- 
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ftruftion  to  the  faid  Committee,  they  might  not  he  empow- 
ered to  fearch  for  precedents,  as  vrell  as  to  examine  the  pby- 
ficians,  fince  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  the  prefent,  it  would 
certainly  be  expedient  to  prot-eed  with  all  the  tlifpatc?^  ne- 
ceflary  that  C9uld  be  confiltent  with  the  ierioufnei's  and  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  fubjedl  under  their  conAderation.  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  order 
«  of  the  day  be  read.'* 

This  having  been  complied  with, 

Ifr.Vjncr.  'Mr.  Fyner  ro^e,  and  obferved,  that  wliat  had  fallen  froni 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftruck  him  as  rather  extra- 
ordinary. The  right  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  colledk- 
ing  thefenfe  of  the  Houfe.  He  wiflied  to  be  informed  how 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  colleS  thefenfe  of  the 
Houfe,  without  fome  motion  for  that  purpofe? 

lu/p-'""      Mr.  Chancellor  P///  anfwered,  that  he  had  thrown  out  bis 

^  *'**  former  fuggeftions  merely  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
and  therefore  did  not  think  it  at  all  extraordinary  to  do  it 
in  the  mode  that  he  had  adopted.  He  perfedWy  well  knew^ 
that  there  was  not  any  way  of  collecting  the  kn&  of  the 
Houfe  fully  and  formally,  but  by  a  motion ;  but  what  he  had 
endeavoured  to  find  out,  was  folely  whether  it  was  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  or  the  opinion  of  any  number  of  gentlemen, 
that  it  would  be  defirable  to  have  an  examination  of  the  phy- 
ficians,  who  had  attended  His  Majefty,  before  aCommi^ee. 
From  the  filence  which  prevailed,  he  had  been  led  to  con- 
ceive that  it  would  be  more  fatisfadtory  to  proceed  in'  that 
way  ;  and  indeed,  the  circumftance  ot  two  more  fhyfichtm 
having  been  called  in,  appeared  to  him  to  amount  to  a  itrong 
reafon  for  fuch  a  procedure.  Unlefs,  therefore,  he  heard 
fome  obje£Hon  to  that  idea,  he  would  take  the  liberty,  of 
moving,  **  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  exatnine  the 
*'  phyficians  who  have  attended  His  Majefty,  touching  tfte 
**  ftate  of  his  health,  and  report  fuch  examination  to  the 
**  Houfe." 

Mr.  Powys  Mr.  Powys  remarked,  that  the  appointment  of  fuch  a  C6ni- 
mittee  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  only  way  by  which  the 
*  Houfe  could  obtain  proper  intelligence  for  thfem  to  proceed 
upon,  and  he  was  glad  that  it  came  recommended  by  fuch 
high  authority ;  but  he  entertained  his  doubts,  whethef  fhe 
Houfe  could  go  farther  on  that  day,  than  agreeing  tb  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee.  He  explained  himfelf  tortieam, 
that  it  had  better  be  a  joint  Committee  of  the  two  Hoalbs, 
not  only  to  make  the  proceeding  the  conjoint  a<9r  of  both, 
but  as  he  hud  found,  from  the  examination  of  precedwj^tjji  cf  j 
former  proceedings  of  an  analogous  nature,  that  th^  derc^ien- 
cy  of  the  evidence  given  before  a  Committee  of  that  Honfi; 
£/igly  (who  could  not  adrainiftet  an  oath)  Was  cured  by  the  . 
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yfifneSes  to  b3  examined  before  a  joint  Committee,  being  all 
iworn,  at  tbe  bar  of  tht  Houfe  of  LorJs. 

Mr.Cbrinceiior  Pz/r  remarked,  that  he  believed  the  mode  Mr.  Cbao- 
Cjf  pj;oc§ediqg  lyggefted  by  the  hon<;urable  gentleman  haJ^^**^  "*'' 
))eeii,  uppj  toriiicr  occaiions,  adrpU^l,  but  for  a  long  tirae 
aj)gind<L>iKx'^^^  and  he  doubted  whetlier  it  would  not  be  advife- 
able,  in  the  piefcnt  iiiilance,  to  avoid  recurring  to  it,  as  it 
might  pjiTibly  caufe  either  uiuch  difficulty  or  delay,  each  of 
f^MTiiich  lie  conceived  every  gentleman  muft  wifli  fhould  not 
l)^  incurred. .  He  would  proceed  to  ftate  why  he  was  of  bpi* 
Dion,  that  tlte  mode  of  proceeding  fuggefted  by  tlie  honour- 
able gentleman  might  lead  to  difficulty  or  delay :  he  knew 
the  inftance  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred; 
but  he  did  not  believe  there  were  four  inflances  on  the  jour- 
nals ;  and  the  mode  of  conftituting  a  joint  Committeei  as 
thofe  iufbnces  proved^  bad  been  to  appoint  double  the  num- 
ber of  Members  of  that  Houfe,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  Peers  appointed  Members  of  the  Committee  by  the  Houfe 
of  Lord^  He  doubted  much  whether  the  Houf«  of  Lords 
would  confent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  fo  con- 
ilituteAl;  and  therefore,  as  it  mufi  be  extremely  defirable  that 
no  dift'erence  Ihould  arife  between  the  two  Houfcs,  he  thought 
it  more  prudent  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  their  own,  and 
slGL  upon  their  report. 

Mr.  Burti  declared,  that  he  rofe  not  to  controvert  any  Mr.  BaAa 
one  point  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument,  nor 
even  to  exrlte  a  doubt  upon  any  thing  concerning  any  point 
whicli  he  had  advanced,    but  merely  to  enter  his  proteft, 
which  he  muft  ever  do  on  any  occafion,  againft  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  on  a  former  day,  and 
jull  hinted  at  tliat  day,  though,  indeed,  he  had  not  much 
refted  on  it,  and  this  was,  the  inefficacy  of  an  examination 
before  that  Koufe,  hecaufe  they  had  not  the  power  to  adipi- 
minifter  an  oath  to  witneffes.     He  never  would  fufFer  that  to 
be  tn^de  an  argume.it  againft  the  Houfe's  proceeding  in  its 
inquititorial  capacity,  without  refifting  fo  dangerous  a  doc- 
tcine.     Maimed  and  imperfedl,  cramped  and  limited  as  t)ie 
••iioufe  might  be  in  fome  particulars,  he  conjured  them  to 
'^prefeive  all  their  capacities,  and  moft  efpecially  was  it  ne- 
.  ceffary  for  them  to  hold  their  capacities  facred,  and  maintain 
them  with  firmnefs  in  fituations   of  extreme   delicacy  and 
importance,  and  fuch  he  confidered  the  prefent  to  be.     He 
reminded  them,  that  in  queflions  of  the  higheft  judicial  im- 
portance, afefl^ing  confiderations  of  the  firft  magnitude,  the 
.  Houfe  had  i.ever  latiified  itfelf,    but  on  the  examination  of 
;  "wltneiles  at  tlielr  own  bar,  or,  what  he   conTdered  as  tl^e 
:  £inj^  thing,  before  a  Committee  of  their  own  Me.ws.b^^'s*'*  "a^^ 
Sf^td  by  tJiC  UomCc,  aivl  3i%^g  '.u  xV.e\t  xt\>\'i^^\\X'23C\N^» 
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lie  ftalcd  the  cafe  of  a  Divorce  Bill,  which  (as  they  well 
knew)  always  originated  in  the  Spiritual  Court  in  DoAor't 
Connmons,  where  all  the  proceedings  were  upon  oath ;  it 
next  travelled  to  Weltminller  Hall,  where  tlie  witneflet  alfo 
delivered  their  evidence  upon  oath,  and  they  were  afterwards 
heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  i]i>on  oath  Itkewife; 
and  after  that  triple  knot  of  evidence  legally  given,  it  Wai 
cuftomary,  when  the  bill  came  down  to  tliat  Houfe,  for  the 
'^  Houfe  to  difregard  all  that  had   pafled,  and  to  ground  their 

proceedings  with  regard  to  the  bill,  on  the  evidence  of  the 
witneOI;s  examined  at  their  own  bar,  according  to  their  own 
forms.     The  more  arduous,  delicate  and  difficult  the  bufineft 
that  came  before  the  Houfe  was,   the  more  tenacious  they 
ought  to  be  of  their  privileges  and  capacities,  and  in  order  to 
enforce  that,  it  was,  that  he  had  rifen,  not  to  objedk  to  any 
of  the  principles  or  inferences  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man,  but  merely  to  queftion  one  of  his  premifes,  which,  in 
.    his  mind,  called  for  obfervation. 
Mr.  Chan-      ^^^'  Chancellor  Plti   moved  the  queftion,  *•  That  a  Coro- 
«ellorFiit.  mittee   be   appointed,   and  that   the  Committee  confifl:    of 
twenty-one  members." 

This  being  agreed  to,  he  next  proceeded  to  name  the  Com* 
xnittee. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Members  appointed  of  th« 
Committee, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Lord  North,  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Greqville,     Wm.  Huffey,  Efq. 
Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland, 

The  M.ifter  of  the  Rolls,  Marquis  of  Graham, 

Right  Hon.  F.  Montagu,  Lord  Belgrave, 

Attorney  General,  Sir  Grey  Cooper, 

Robert  Vyner,  Efq.  William  Wilberforce,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,        Right  Hon.  W.  Windham, 
Thomas  Powys,  Efq,  Philip  Yotke,  Efq. 

Solicitor  General,  Earl  Gower. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houfe  whether  it 
>yas  neceffiry  to  appoint  a  feparate  Committee  to  fearch  for» 
examine, and  report  precedents  ;  and  to  have  two  Committees; 
orwhether  it  might  not  be  moved  as  an    infiruftion   to  the 
Committee  of  twenty-one,  to  fearch   for,  examine,  and  re- 
port precedents? 
Mr.  FwJc-       ^^*  P^^^^'t'^  Montagu  remarked,    that  if  the  right  ho- 
iick  Mon-  nourable  gentleman  did  notobje£l,  he  (hoald  think  it  more 
tagu.  regular  to  appoint  a  feparate  Committee  to  fearch  for  prece- 

dents,, but  to  wait  before  the  Houfe  took  that  flep,  for  the 
Report  of  the  firft  Committee.  To  proceed  in  that  way- 
could  caufe  but  very  li  tie  delay,  and  to  appoint  the  Com- 
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mittee  to  fearch  for  precedents  previous  to  the  receiving  tht 
Report  of  tThe  CcFmmittee  npporntefl  to  examine  his  Majcily's 
Phylicians,  would  look  like  advancing  to  the  fecond  Hep  be- 
fore the  firft  was  completed. 

Upon  this  fuggeftion  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  waved  his  firft 
propofltion  i 

The  ufual  ordert  were  then  m^de,  viz. 

*'  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  fend  for  phy* 
£cians« 

**  That  the  Committee  do  meet,  notwhhftanding  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Houfe. 

"  That  five  or  more  be  a  quorum. 

*^  That  no  Member,  except  thofe  of  the  Committee,  b« 
prefent. 

^*  That  the  Committee  do  fit  immediately  in  the  Speaker's 
Chamber.'* 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 

,fVednefday  the  lOth  DeccmhiTy   1788. 

Soon  after  the  Speaker  had  taken  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  came  to  the  bar  with  the  report  of  the  Mr.  rsan- 
Committee,  **  appointed  to. examine  the  phyficians  who  have  ccllor  Pitt. 
•*  attended  his  Majefty,  touching  the  ftate  of  his  health,  and 
*'  to  report  fuch. examination  to  the  HoulVi/*     Being  ordered 
to  bring  it  up,  he  laid  it  on  the  table  accordingly. 

The  Report  contained  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Phyficians  who 
have  attended  His  Majerty,  during  his  illnefs,  touching  thd 
ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health  ;  and  to  report  fuch  exami- 
nation to  the  Houfe;  have,  purluant  to  the  order  of  the 
Houfe,  proceeded  to  examine  the  faid  phyficians  ;  which 
examination  is  as  follows : 

DoBor  RICHARD  W  A  R  R  E  N  calUd  in,  and  examined. 

Whether,  in  bis  opinion,  the  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health 
if,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  His  Majefty  incapable,  either  of 
coining  to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  public  bufinefs  ? 

His  Majefty's  ftate  of  health  is  fuch  as  to  render  him  in- 
capable of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  attending  public  bu- 
fineft. 

What  hopes  has  Dr.  Warren  of  His  Majefty's  recovery  ? 

The  hopes' of  His  Majefty's  recovery  muft  depend  on  the 
probability  of  cure ;  and  that  can  only  bejudged  of  by  what 
has^happehed  to  others  in  fimitar  cafes  ;.  and  as  the  majority 
of  others  have  recovered,  there  is  a  prgbabihty  that  His 
Majefty  hiay  recpver  likewife. 

Vol.   XXV;  ^-  Q,^^ 
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Can  Dr,  Warren  form  any  judgement,  or  probable  con- 
jeilure,  of  the  time  which  His  Mijedy's  illnefs  is  likely  to  lall  f 
No. 

What  degree  of  experience  has  Dr.  Warren  had  of  the 
pnrticular  f|^cics  of  diforder  with  which  His  MajeAy  is 
affliaed  ? 

In  the  coarfe  of  27  or  28  years  praftice  I  have  fecn  many 
perfons  diiordered  in  a  manner  .fi mi lar  to  that  of  His  Ma- 
jefty;  fome  have  foon  recovered  under  my  fole  care ;  when 
that  has  not  happened,  I  have  always  called  in  the  perfons 
who  make  this  branch  of  medicine  their  particular  iludy^ 
and  have  fometimes  attended  in  conjunflion  with  them,  but 
have  oftener  left  the  patients  to  their  care,  and  have  afterwards 
attended  in  confultation  only,  and  in  many  cafes  not  at  all* 

Whether,  when  Dr.  Warren  fpeaks  of  others  in  fimtlar 
eafes  to  that  of  His  Majefty,  he  meant  to  include  all  the 
difierent  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  or  to  confine  himfelf  to  that 
particular  fpecies  with  which  His  Majefly  is  affliAed? 

I  do  not  mean  to  confine  mvfelf  to  that  particular  fpecies 
with  which  His  Majefly  is  afHifled,  but  to  include  all  the 
different  fpecies  of  the  diforder. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  ftate  how  many  particular  fpecies  there 
are  of  this  diforder  ? 

No. 
.    Can  he  ftate  any  diflin^  fpecies  of  the  diforder  ? 

Yes — tho.ugh  the  immediate  caufes  of  this  diforder  cannot 
be  afcertained,  yet  fome  of  the  remote  ones  are  well  known. 
Injuries  received  from  blows  or  falls — ^fudden  aiFedlions  of 
the  ttjind — the  eSkSt  of  fever.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  fe- 
veralrnternal  caufes  of  this  diforder  ;  namely,  exoftofes,  in- 
durations, and  ill-conformation  of  the  parts» 

Whether  this  diforder  may  not  fometimes  exift,  when  it 
cannot  be  referred  to  any  of  thofe  caufes  which  Dr.  Warrea 
has  fpeci£ed. 
Yes. 

Is  tlis  Majefty*s  diforder,  in  your  opinion,  referribic  to  any 
of  the  caufes  enumerated  by  you,  or  can  you  afEgn  any  known 
caufe  to  which,  in  your  Judgement,  it  is  referrible? 

I  cannot  a/Hgn  His  Majefty's  mabdy  to  any  caufe  what* 
ever,  as  I  have  not  data  fufficient  to  ground  an  anfwer  upon. 
In  thofe  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  which  are  not  referrible  to 
any  affignaWe  caufe,  is  the  probability  of  cure  greater  or  lefs 
than  the  probability  eilimated  on  all  the  fpecies  taken  toge* 
ther  ? 
I  cannot  tell. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  ftate  what  the  comparative  probability  is^ 
in  each  of  the  caufes  which  he  has  afligned  ? 
The  diforder  proceeding  from  exui\Ad  \t\'^utve^,  fuch  at 
Hows,  is  /requenily  cured  \i  medians  \^^  tx^ilvuovi^^^ -jc^- 
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plied.  When  the  malady  arifes  from  fudden  afie£l!ons  of  tho 
mind)  it  is  very  frequently  cured — when  from  the  cCkSt  cS 
fever,  it  is  oftener  cured  than  when  from  any  other  caufe« 
When  the  malady  proceeds  from  the  internal  caufes  mentioned 
ahove,  no  good  can  he  done  by  medicine. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  ftate  what  proportion,  of  the  whole  num- 
her  of  per  Cons  afflifted  with  this  malady,  have  been  fo,  owing 
to  each  of  the  cauftg  be  has  enumerated,  and  what  proportion^ 
where  it  can  be  referred  to  no  afSgnabie  caufe? 

I  cannot  ftate  any  precife  proportion;  but,  out  of  a  great 
number,  tliere  are  very  few  cafes  where  it  is  poffible  to  afcer- 
tain  that  it  proceeds  from  any  ailignable  caufe. 

Is  there  any  one  of  the  particular  caufes  enumerated,  tp 
which  Dr.  Warren  can  fay,  that  the  diforder  with  which  Hi$ 
Majefty  is  affli£led  is  not  to  be  referred  ? 

1  do  not  think  His  Majefty's  diforder  appears  to  proceed 
from  any  one  of  the  caufes  enumerated  by  me. 

Can  £)r.  Warren  fay  with  certainty,  whether  His  Majefty*s 
diforder  may,  or  may  not,  have  proceeded  from  injury  by 
blows  or  falls  ? 

I  cannot. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  certainty,  whether  His  Majefty's 
•diforder  may,  or  may  not,  have  proceeded  from  fudden  af- 
feflions  of  the  mind  ? 

1  cannot. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  certainty,  whether  His  Majefly*8 
diforder  may,  or  may  not  have  been  the  efFe6lof  fever? 

I  can  fay  with  certainty  it  has  not. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  certainty,  whether  His  Majefly's 
diforder  may,  or  may  not,  have  proceeded  from  any  of  the 
internal  cauies  he  has  mentioned  ? 

1  cannot, 

Whether,  in  thofe  fpeciesof  the  diforder  which  cannot  be 
referred  to  any  affignable  caufe,  the  probability  of  cure  may 
not  be  various  in  different  cafes,  according  to  the  fytnptoms 
of  the  p;articular  cafe,  or  the  apparent  degree  of  the  diforder  ? 

I  think  not,  tmleis  Cgqs  of  convalefcence  are  coming  on. 

Whether  the  knowjec^e  of  the  remote  caufe  is  of  afliftancd 
towards  promoting  the  cure? 

In  many  cafes  I  think  it  is,  but  fometimes  not. 

Whether,  in  his  Majefty's  diforder,  Dr.  Warren  fees  any 
prefent  figns  of  convalefcence  ? 

No. 

Whether  every  cure,  in  the  fame  perfon»  of  a  diforder  which 
has  returned,  is  included  in  the  calculations  of  the  whol# 
number  of  cures? 

I  confider  every  cafe  that  com^s  a.^  ^  xxcNsr  c^.fe^  -^tiWiS^^ 
jnciuded  them  in  that  calculation ;  bxit  V  \>^vt.Ne  ^"^^^  «**• 
eluding  them,  tb^  majority  ftill  ace  exuced*  xttVves^sitft 
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Whether,  of  thofe  pe  rfons  whofe  diCbrder  cannot  be  referred 
to  any  ailignable  caufe,  the  greater  number  have,  or  have  not 
been  cured  ? 

J  cannot  anfwer  that  with  accuracy. 

Has  the  greater  numh'?r  of  men,  that  have  been  affliAed 
with  this  dilbrder,  recovered  ? 

Yes. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  perfons  recovered,  whofe  dif- 
order  has  bfted,  without  figns  of  convalefcence^  as  long  as 
tliat  of  His  Majefty  has  already  done  ? 

Yes, 

Sir  GEORGE  BAKER  called  in,  and  examine  J. 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  ftate  of  His  Majefly's  heahh 
is,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  His  Majefty  incapable,  either 
of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  public  bufinefs  ? 

I   tliink   that  the  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health  is  fuch,  as 
^  renders  him  incapable  of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  doing 

/•^  any  other  public  bufinefs. 

What  hopes  has  Sir  George  Baker  of  His  Majefty*s  recow 
very  ? 

I  hope  that  His  Majefty  will  recover,  becaufe  I  think  it 
probable.  My  own  experience,  and  the  experience  of  other 
phyficians,  leads  me  to  think  that  His  Majefty's  diforder  is 
curable. 

Can  Sir  George  Baker  form  any  judgement,  or  probable 
conjeiSlure,  of  the  time  which  His  Majefty's  illnefs  is  likely 
tolaft? 

I  can  form  no  judgement  or  conjeftiire  as  to  the  probable 
duration  of  His  Majefty's  diforder. 

What  degree  of  experience  has  Sir  George  Baker  had  of  the 
particular  fpecies  of  diforder  with  which  His  Majefty  is  af- 
Aided  ? 

I  was  formerly  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Batty's,  who  attended  an 
hofpital,  where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  many  inftances 
of  this  diforder.  1  have  likewife  had  private  patients,  from 
time  to  time,  under  that  diforder  ;  but  whenever  the  difor- 
der has  been  of  fome  continuance,  I  have  deftreil  the  afliftance 
of  phyficiani.  who  particularly  attended  perfons  fo  difordered. 

Whethei  Sir  George  Baker  founds  his  opinion,  in  his  an- 
fwer  to  the  fecond  queftion,  upon  the  particular  fymptoms  of 
His  Majefty's  cafe,  or  upon  his  experience  of  the  diforder  in 
general,  or  upon  both? 

Upon  my  experience  of  the  diforder  in  general. 

Whether,  in  His  Majefty's  diforder,  Sir  George  Baker  fees 
any  prefent  figns  of  con valefcence? 

I  do  not  fee  any  prefent  figns  of  convalefcence. 
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Whether  Sir  George  Baker  learns  from,  experience,  that 
the  greater  number  of  perfons,  who  *have  been  aflOiidled  with 
this  diforder,  have  recovered  ? 

Upon  general  experience,  the  greater  part  have  rccq- 
vered. 

Whether  every  cafe^  in  the  fame  perfon,  of  a  diforder  which 
has  returned,  is  included  in  the  calculation  of  the  whole  num-? 
ber  of  cures  ? 

I  will  not  undertake  to  anfwer  that  queflion. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  men^  that  have  been  afflidled 
with  thiis  diforder,  recovered  ? 

I  think  fo. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  perfons  recovered,  whofe  dif- 
order has  lafted,  without  figns  of  convalefcence,  as  long  at 
that  of  His  Majefly  has  already  done  ? 

Yes,  I  can  anfwer  that  in  tne  affirmative. 

Was  Sir  George  Baker  in  attendance  upon  His  Majefiy,  at 
his  phyfician,  previous  to  his  being  affli£ied  with  his  prefent 
diforder  ? 

Yes.  ,  .       . 

Whether  SiV  George  Baker  can  affign  any  known  caufe,  to 
which,  in  his  judgement,  His  Majefty's  prefent  diforder  is  re- 
ferrible  ? 

I  can  affign  no  known  caufe  to  which  His  Majefly's  pre- 
fent diforder  is  referribie. 

Was  the  attack  of  His  Majefly's  diforder  fudden  or  gra- 
dual? 

Sudden. 

When  did  that  attack  take  place  ? 

The  fir  ill  fufpicion  I  had  of  this  diforder  was  in  the  even- 
ing of  Wednefday  the  22d  of  Oftober  laft. 

Whether  any  fever,  or  other  complaint,  had  preceded  that 
attack  ? 

There  had  been  fever  and  other  complaints ;  but  on  that 
morning  His  Majefly  had  no  fever. 

Whether,  in  cafes  where  the  attack  has  been  fudden,  the 
recovery  has  been  fudden  alfo  ? 

My  obfervations  on  this  diforder  do  not  me  to  an- 

fwer that  queflion. 

^e  Reverenci  Dollar  FRkNClS  WILLIS  called  in,  and  ex- 

amined.      .  ■ 

Whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  ftnte  of  His  Majefly's  health 
is,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  His  Majefty  incapable,  either 
of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  public  buflnefs  ? 

He  certainly  is  not  capable. 

What  hopes  hat  Dr.  Willis  of  His  Majeft^\  teccis^x-^X 

W«4 


k6  ,  PARLIAMENTARY  'A.  ijSH. 

Have  the  greater  number  of  tliofe  cafes  been  cured  or 
not?  ; 

Certainly.  I  believe  they  are  more  eafily  to  be  cured, 
than  where  the  diforder  proceeds  from  exceffive  drinking,  or 
other  intemperance,  or  fome  other  caufes. 

bo^or  THOMAS  GISBORNE  calkd  in  andexamimd. 

"Whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  ftate  of  His  Majcfty's  health 
is,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  His  Majefty  incapable  of 
coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  public  bufmefs  ? 

I  think  he  is  abfolutely  incapable. 

What  hopes  has  Dodor  Gifborne  of  His  Majefty**  reco- 
very ? 

I  think  there  are  hopes. 

Can  Dr.  Gifborne  form  any  judgment,  or  prob:\ble  con-' 
jeflure,  of  the  time  which  His  Majefty's  illnefs  is  likely  to 
laft  ? 

I  think  that  is  impoffible. 

What  degree  of  experience  has  Dr.  Gifborne  had  of  the 
particular  fpecies  of  diforder  with  which  His  Majefty  is  af- 
flided  t 

Not  much  particular  experience.  I  have  feen  perfons  af- 
fefted  in  the  fame  way,  even  to  a  greater  degree,  who  have 
recovered. 

Whether  Dr.  Gifborne  founds  his  opinion,  in  his  anfwer 
'  to  the  fecond  queftion,  upon  the  particular  fymptoois  of 
His  Majefty's  cafe,  or  upon  his  experience  of  the  diforder  ia 
general,  or  upon  both  ? 

Upon  both. 

Whether,  in  His  Majefty's  diforder.  Dr.  Gifborne  feet 
any  prefent  figns  of  convalefcence? 

I  think  that  can  hardly  be  feid. 

Whether  DoSor  Gifborne  can  afEgn  any  known  caufe  to 
which,  in  his  judgement.  His  Majeffty's  prefent  diforder  ic 
referrible  ? 

No. 

Doeior  ANTHONY  ADDINGTON  called  in  Md examined. 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  ftate  of  His  Majefty*8 
health  is,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  His  Majefty  incapable 
cither  of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  public 
bufinefs  ? 

I  think  he  is  incapable,  at  leaft  he  was  when  I  faw  His 
M  ajefty  laft.     It  was  about  a  week  ago. 

What  hopes  has  Dr.  Addington  of  His  Majefty*s  reco- 
rery  ? 
I  think  there  art  Ycry  goo^  grounds  olVo^^* 
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Can  Dr.  Addington  form  any  judgement,  or  probable 
coiijedure,  of  the  time  which  His  M;yefty's  illnefs  is  likely 
tolaft? 

It  is  a  hard  matter  to  form  any  Certain  judgement  or  con* 
jedlure. 

What  experience  has  Dr.  Addington  had  of  the  particu-' 
lar  fpecies  of  diforder  with  wliich  His  Majefty  is  afflidled  } 

1  had  patients,  in  ahoufe  that  1  built  at  Reading,  for  five 
years  antecedent  to  the  year  1 754,  wlien  I  came  to  London. 
Do  you  found  your  opinion,  in  your  anfwer  to  the  fecond 
queftion,  upon  the  particular  fymptoms  of  His  Maj^efty's 
cal'c,  or  upon  your  experience  of  the  diforder  in  general,  or 
upon  both  ? 

I  think  there  is  fome  reafon  to  found  it  upon  fymptoms, 
as  well  as  experience.  Though  I  have  feen  His  Majefly  very 
unquiet,  it  did  not  arife  to  that  degree  of  inquietude  which 
denoted  a  difeafe  that  would  be  of  very  long  duration.     I 
thought  there  was  fomething^in  the  very  habit  of  body,  as 
well  as  in  His  Majefty's  compledlion,  and  in  what  had  been 
his  way  of  life,  that  was  very  favourable  to  a  cure.    Where 
there  is  not  a  very  great  exertion  of  body  or  mind,  perfons 
who  have  lived  in  the  way  His  Majefty  has  done,  are  very 
rarely  liable  ta  this  illnefs.-*-From   the  account  I  had  from 
my  brethren,  who  had  the  honour  to  attend  His  Majefty,  I 
had  very  great  expeiSat ions  that  it  would  end  happily,  from 
this  circumftance — that  it  had  not  for  its  forerunner  that  me- 
lancholy which  ufually  precedes  a  tedious  illnels  of  this  fort. 
I  never  knew  an  inflance  of  an  illnefs,  that,  under  proper 
care,  run  to  any  great  length,  which  had  not  been  fo  pre* 
ceded. — As  for  experience,  1  have  vifited  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  patients  in  that   difeafe,  in  and  round  Reading.— 
Finding  they  could  not  be  taken  fo  much  care  of  as  they 
ought  to  be  in  their  houfes,  arid  that  I   might  be  as  little 
interrupted  as  poflible  iii  the  practice  of  other  branches  of 
tTjy  proteffion,  I  built  a  houfe,  contiguous  to   my  own,  for 
the  reception  of  fuch  patients. — 1  vifited  them  there  conftapt- 
ly  every  day. — I  had  from  eight  to  ten  patients  there  ufually 
at  a  time.     Durirtg  that  time,  two  patients  were  admitted, 
who  were  reafona})ly  deemed  to  be  incurable  at  the  time  of 
their  coming,  and  for  years  before.     During  the  charge  of 
my  patien43,  for  fiVe  year?  together,  at  that  houfe,  I  never 
had  more  than  two  other  patients  that  were  not  cured  within 
the  year,  and  continued  well,  as  far  ai;  ever  {  knew.     Some 
recovered  in  much  Ihorter  time ;  and  I  had  fcveral  that  werfr 
quite  well  within  a  quartrr  of  a  year.     If  any  of  thofe  per- 
fons had  rclapfed,  I  believe,  from  il^e  partial  opinion  of  their 
families,  I  fhould  have  heard  of  it.     \V\;j?.^^\'a^x%\ii;i.\OL'^Njv^^'k 
1  /hould  not  call  if  n  p- rfs(^  cure. 
Vol.  XXV.  D  ^"^^^^ 
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What  ilate  of  the  patients  did  Dr.  Addington  conCder  as  a 
cure  ? 

When  the  patient  was  able  to  do  every  thing  that  a  man  in 
health  does. 

What  were  the  particular  circumflances  of  the  two  pa* 
tients  before  mentioned  by  Dr.  Addington,  which  occafioned 
their  l)eing  incurable  ? 

One  of  thofe  perfons  had  been  for  many  years  under  the 
care  of  a  very  fkiiful  phy  fician,  in  an  houfe  tor  the  reception 
of  patients  under  this  diforder.  It  was  a  cafe  that,  was  difFe-^ 
rent  from  all  others  with  which  I  have  been  acquainted,  both 
in  tlie  caufe,  and  in  the  circumftances  which  preceded  and 
attended  it.  The  other  was  a  patient  who,  I  believe,  had  be^n 
ill  very  many  years ;  (he  had  been  for  fome  time  under  the 
care  of  an  eminent  phyflcian^  who  wi(hed  her  to  be  put  into 
a  houfe  where  flie  might  be  taken  care  of  for  life ;  ihe  wai 
atrabilious  in  the  higheft. degree,  anddiedj  from  theeffi^sof 
that  diforder,  in  about  a  week. 

Whether  the  majority  of  the  patients  under  your  oare  weri 
men,  or  women? 

I  think  nearly  equal. 

Whether  Dr.  Addington  profeffed  to  take,  and  did  in  faA 
fake,  all  patients  that  were  offered  him  ? 

I  had  not  always  room.  I  excluded  none  on  account  of  tbt 
nature  of  the  diforder. 

What  has  been  Dr.  Addington's  attendance  on  His  Ma* 
jefiy?  , 

I  faw  His  Majefty  for  three  days  fucceffively,  and  for  twice 
wch  day  for  a  confiderable  lime. 

Whether,  during  the  tin>e  of  that  attendance,  he  obferted 
any  figns  of  a£lual  convalefcence  in  His  Majefty  ? 

Whether,  from  your  own  obferyation,  or  from  the  -parti- 
culars which  have  been  communicated  to  you,  yoo  can  affign 
any  known  caufc  to  which,  in  your  judgement,  His  Majefty*| 
diforder  is  referrihle  ? 

I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  the  caufo  was,  either  from 
what  I  faw,  or  what  was  communicated"  to  me.  1  do  not 
chufe  to  hazard  conjeflure. 

Sir  LUCAS  PEPYS  calkd  in,  and  examined. 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  ftate  of  His  Msj^ftv't 
health  is  fuch  as  to  render  Hi^  Majefty  iivrapable,  eiihe/of 
coming  to  Parliament,  or  attending  to  public  bufinefs  ? 

The  ftate  of  His  Majcfty's  heahh  is  certainly  tuch  Ht  to 
render  him  incapable  of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  attending 
to  public  bufinefs. 

\Vb;H  hopes  has  Sir  Lucxks  Pepx^  ol  W\^'^\^^^^^^^\^^m^'^% 
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I  have  the  fame  hopes  of  His  Majefly's  recovery  as  I  (houI4 
have  if  he  were  labouring  under  any  other  difeafe,  of  which  I 
knew  that  the  majority  fahouring  under  it  did  recover.  That 
the  majority  do  recover,  I  am  fatisfied  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, and  from  the  afTurance  of  a  perfon  who  has  knoft  expt- 
rience  in  cafes  of  this  fort. 

Can  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  formany  judgennenty  or  probable  con* 
jedture,  ot  the  time  which  His  Majefty's  ilJnefs  is  likely  to 
laft? 

It  is  imp^flihle  to  form  any  conjedlare  on  that  fabjeA. 

What  degree  of  experience  has  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  had  of  the 
particular  fpecies  of  diforder  with  which  His  Majefty  is  af«- 
flifled  ? 

I  have  occafionally  fecn  feveral  perfons  under  that  diforder, 
fometimes  alone,  but  more  frequently  with  tbofe  whofe  prac- 
tice leads  them  more  particularly  to  attend  to  it. 

Whether,  in  His  Majefty's  diforder,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  fee$ 
any  prefent  figns  of  convalefcence  ? 

His  Majefty  is  more  quiet  than  he  has  been  ;  but  there  arc 
no  prefent  figns  of  immediate  convalefcence. 

Are  there  any  a£lual  fymptoms  at  prefent,  which  lead  Sir 
Lucas  Pepys  to  entertain  more  favourable  hdpcs  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  recovery,  than  he  has  hitherto  had  durmg  his  attend^ 
ance  ? 

I  think  there  are  very  material  fymptoms,  as  His  Majefty's 
general  ftate  of  health  is  certainly  much  better  than  it  was. 

Is  the  amendment  that  has  taken  place,  only  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's  general  ftate  of  health,  or  is  there  any  abatement  of 
his  particular  diforder? 

From  His  Majefty's  general  ftate  of  health  being  better,  his 
deep  is  more  quiet,  his  appetite  is  better,  and  he  is  more  in. 
his  ufual  ftate  ;  all  which  circumftances  muft  previoufly  oc* 
cur  before  recovery  ;  but  thefe  are  only  leading  fleps  towards 
irecovery-^the  diforder  ftill  remains  ;  it  is  difficult  to  fay  whci* 
ther  it  is  a£tually  abated* 

What  does  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  mean  by  His  Majefty  being 
more  in  his  ufual  ftate  ? 

More  quiet,  and  in  a  lefs  perturbed  ftate. 

Whether  it  is  Sir  Lucas  Pepys's  opinion,  that  there  is,  or 
is  not,  at  prefent  any  abatement  of  His  Majefty's  diforder? 

I  have  anfwered  it,  by  faying  that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  whe- 
ther there  is  any  aiflual  aijatement,  and  I  wilh  to  explain  my 
meaning  in  thefe  words.  '11. n  only  way  of  explaining  it  is 
by  analogy  to  fome  other  complaint"  In  the  cafe  of  a  morti- 
fication, where  the  bark  would  moft  probably  tlFedl  a  cure,  I 
could  not  fay,  during  feveral  hours  after  its  being  taken, 
whether  there  was,  or  was  not  any  abatement  of  tlv^  vsxckxvx^- 
cation :  So,  in  the  cafe  of  HisMajeR.'jAc.^^^vvox.^vj  v^\\eCxvt« 
(he  return  of  general  lieaUh  has,  or  W^  tvoX^  ^^v  \j^^^>^^^ 
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any  a£lual  abatement  of  the  parti^lardirord^r;  but  fuch  a 
return  of  general  good  health  would  lead  me  to  be  of  opinion 
that  an  evident  abatement  might  be  expefled.  I  can,  how- 
ever, fay,  that  no  aftual  evident  abatement  has  yet  taken 
place.  -         . 

When  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  in  his  anfwer  to  theTecond  quef- 
tion,  flates  that  the  majority  of  perfons  labouring  under  the 
fame  diforder  with  His  Majefty  do  recover,  does  he  mean  lo 
include  all  the  different  fpecies  of  the  difoider,  or  to  confine 
himfelfto  that  particular  fpecies  with  which  His  IV^ajefty  is 
affeded? 

I  mean  in  thateflimate  to  fpeak  of  the  diforder  generally, 
andnotfpecially. 

Can  you  aflBgn  any  known  caufe  to  which,  in  your  judgc^ 
ment,  his  Majefiy's  prefent  diforder  is  referrible  ? 

I  know  no  evident,  or  afTignablc  caufe. 

Is  His  Majefty's  a  frequent  fpecies  of  the  diforder? 

It  is  a  frequent  fpecies  of  the  diforder. 

In  this  fpecies,  do  the  majority  recover? 

Certainly,  in  this  fpecies  the  majority  do  recover* 

Doctor  HENRY  REVEL  REYNOLDS  called tn,  andcx^ 

amined. 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  fiate  of  His  Mnjefty's 
health  is,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  His  Majefty  incapable, 
either  of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  attending  to  public 
bufinefs  ? 

His  Majefty  is  certainly  incapable  of  it. 

What  hopes  has  Dodtor  Reynolds  of  His  Majefly*s  reco* 
very  ? 

1  think  there  are  well-founded  hopes  of  His  Majcfty's  re- 
covery. 

Can  Dr»  Reynolds  form  any  judgement,  or  pHobable  con- 
jeflure,  of  the  time  which  His  Majefty's  illnefs  is  likely  to 
Jaft? 

No. 

What  degree  of  experience  has  Dr.  Reynolds  had  of  the 
particular  fpecies  of  diforder  with  which  His  Majefty  is  af- 
flided  ? 

I  have  been  almoft  twenty  years  in  bufinefs,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  that  time  I  have  ^t^n  a  great  number  under  this  dif- 
order, both^fingly  and  togetiier  with  others. 

Whether  you  found  your  opinion,  in  your  anfwer  to  the 
fecond  queflion,  upon  the  particular  fymptoms  of  His  Ma* 
jefty's  cafe,'  or  upon  your  experience  of  the  diforder  in  gene- 
ral, or  upon  both  ? 

-Rather  upon  general  experience;  though  I  think  there  is 
nothing  peculiar  in  His  Mnjeft'j's  c^ife  >NV\\d\  ^Q\\i\<^%  v\\^  ^\^» 
fumpiion  of  recovery. 
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Whether,  In  His  Majefty^s  diforder,  you  Tec  any  f^refent 
figns  of  con  valefcence  ? 

I  do  not  fee  any  prefent  figns  of  convalefcence  ;  though  I 
think  His  Majefty's  being  quieter,  and  in  a  better  ftate  of 
general  health,  would  lead  me  to  hope  that  it  is  a  ftep  to- 
wards it. 

Whether  Dr.  Reynolds  learns  from  experience,  that  the 
greater  number  ofperfons  affli&ed  with  this  diforder  have  •  ^ 

recovered  ? 

The  greater  number,  I  think,  have  recovered. 

Whether  Dr.  Reynolds  apprehends,  that  in  calculations 
founded  on  general  experience,  every  cure  in  the  fame  per- 
fon  is  included  ?  *' 

I  appcehend  that  it  is — they  confider  every  diftant  relapfe 
als  a  new  difeafe. 

Whether  Dr.  Reynolds  can  affign  any  known  caufe  to 
which,  in  his  judgement.  His  Majefty's  diforder,  is  refer- 
rible? 

No;  t  cannot. 

Thefe  examinations  having  been,  upon  motion,  ordered  to    , 
lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Roile  exprefled  his  vviflies  that  they  might  be  printed^  ^^^»  ^^^'^ 
He  added,  that  th«  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  were  fixed  on 
their  proceedings,  and  that  the  Public  felt  an  eager  anxiety 
to  know  tlie  true  ftate  of  his  Majefty's  health.  If  the  au- 
thentic Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  ihe 
phyficians  was  not  printed,  imperfeft  and  mutilated  accounts 
might  be  circulated,  that  might  wound  the  feelings  of  the 
people;  whereas  there  were  opinions  contained  in  the  Re- 
port,'which  held  out  hopes,  that  could  not  fail,  if  given 
truly  to  the  Public,  to  difpel  the  gloom  which  had  hung  over 
the  nation  for  fome  weeks  paft.  • 

Upon  a  cry  of  Afgve  !  Move  ! 

Mr.  Rolle  rofe  again  and  moved, 

^*  That  a  fufEcient  number  of  copies  be  printed  for  the  ufe 
<<  of  the  Members.'* 

Mr.  Powys  obferyed,  that  if  the  Report  was  to  be  printed,  Mr.Powys. 
he  conceived  time  would  be  allowed  for  it  to  be  circulated 
round  the  country,  before  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  any 
one  ftep  grounded  on  the  information  contained  in  the  exa- 
mination of  his  Mnjefly's  piiyficians. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  laid,  eiiential  as  the  printing  of  the  Mj..  chan. 
Report  would  be  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Public,  and  un-  cclloi-  Pitt, 
willing  as  he  fhould  feel  to  deny  them  that  fatisfaflion,  he 
muft,  however,  relu6tantly,  objeft  eVen  to  the  motion  for 
printing  it,  if  the  paftlng  of  fuch  vote  was  to  V^^  ^w-^A^x^^ 
ground  of  argument  for  any  farther  dtXa'^  oi  :3k.  tckoVvw\">  ^^ 
vbich  his  had  given  notice  laftMQuAtvv,  fo«  t\v^  •aL^^ovTa^'^\>^- 
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of  a  Committee  to  examine  and  fearch  for  precedents ;  a  mo* 
tioo,  the  adoption  of  which,  with  all  )K>flible  difpatcn»  a 
due  regard  to  tlie  public  interefts   rendered  neceflary,  and    ^ 
which,  as  foon  as  the  prefent  queftion  was  difpofed  of,  lift 
ibould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.  i 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion,  which  was  carried* 

Cfr-  Chin-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  again  rifing,  remarked  that  the  paper 
QMPiu.  from   the   Privy  Council,  which  had  been  already  placed 
upon  the  table,  as  well  as  the  more  regular  examinations  of 
which,  the  Houfe  had  juft  heard  »hc  contents,  attbrdcd  them 
fufficitnt  information,   both  with  regard  to  the  melanc  .oly 
fubjedl:  which  had  occafioned  them  to  aflemble,  and  the  opi- 
nions pf  ihe  phyficians;  and  nr.uft,  at  the  fame  thne,  nacu- 
rally  till  their  minds  with  a  reafonable  hope,  that  a  ha^ipier 
moment  would  arrive  than  the  prefent,  although  the  faculty, 
who  had  been  confulted,  were  ftill  unable  to  declare  the  pre- 
cife  point  of  time  of  its  arrival.     Gratified,   however,  at 
the  Houft?  might  he  in  that  hope  and  expeftation,  yet  the 
uncertainty  with  which  their  completion  might  be  pr*tra£led, 
rendered   it  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  proceed,    notwitb- 
ftanding  tlieir  regret  for  the  occafion,  with  every  degree  of 
difpatch,  and  in  the  moftrefpedtful  mannei  to  take  thofe  in- 
tepmediate  fleps   which   the  unfortunate  exigency  of   the 
moment  required,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  piefent  ferious 
Htuation  of  affairs,  with  a  view  to  guard  the  liberties  of  the 
people  from  danger,  and  fcfcure  the  fafety  of  the  country; 
that  His  Majefty  might  have  the  gratification  of  knowing, 
when  the  happy  moment  of  his  recovery  (hould  arrive,  that 
the  People  whom  he  had  loved  and  protected,  had  fufitsred  as 
little  as  pofllble  by  his  illnefs.     'I  he  point  to  be  agitated,  oii 
this  occafion,  involved  in  it  whatever  was  dear  to  the  in- 
tcrefts  of  the  country,  it  involved  in  it  whatever  was  va- 
luable to  the  People,  whatever  was  important  in  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  free  coiiftitution.     The  ftcps,  to  be 
taken  as  preliminaxies,  therefore,  to  the  difcuiSon   of  -this 
truly  interefting  fuhjeft,  were  fuch  as  he  could  not  conceive 
likely  to  create  any  difference  of  opinion.     That  the  Houfe 
might  have  the  advantage  of  the  wiidom  of  their  anceftors 
to  guid".  their  proceedings,  and  aft  upon  the  fulleft  informa- 
tion, he  (hould  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
examine  into,  fearch  for,  and  report  precedents,  from  which 
report  ihey  would  l>e  enabled  to  fee,  what  had  been  the  fteps 
taken  in  former  moments  of  difficulty  and  danger,  whence 
tliey  might  proceed  with  the  greater  fecurity  in  providing  for 
tlie  prefent  melancholy  circumflanccs  of  the  country.     In 
conclufjon,  after  dilating  at  fomc  extent  upon  the  neceffity  of 
this  mot/e,    (he  Chancellor  of  tVke¥^xc\\ec\Mei:  ^A\^,\\t.^^>iUL 
jiot  dttaln   iUc  lloufe  by  enUr^jinj  \i\iOi^  ^\\ciA^2^^^^  ^^'^ 
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longer^  but  as,  on  the  one  hamJ,  it  would  ferve  to  throw  all 
the  light  upon  it  that  precedent  and  hiftory  could  afford ; 
fo,  on  the  other,  as  he  conceived  the  Report  of  fuch  a  Com" 
mittee  as  lie  had  mentioned,  might  be  made  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  week,  it  could  very  little  contribute  to  retard  the 
difpatch  that  was  fo  defirable,  and  muft  prove  of  no  material 
inconvenience.  With  a  view,  therefore,  to  give  their  pro- 
ceedings every  neceflary  folemnity,  and  regulate  them  by 
every  poffible  degree  of  caution,  he  fhould  take  the  liberty  of 
moving, 

"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
<^  precedents  of  fuch  prcxreedings  as  may  have  been  had,  in 
"  cafe  of  tlie  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal  Autliority  being 
*'  prevented  or  interrupted,  by  infancy,  ficknefs,  innrmity, 
*'  or  otherwife,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  fame," 

Mr.  Fox  having  premifed  that  he  felt  hlmfeif  happy  to  feel  Mr.  Fo*. 
a  coincidence  of  fentiments  with  thofe  of  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  in  moft  parts  of  his  fpeech,  added,  that  un- 
doubtedly it  was  their  duty  to  lofe  no  time  in  proceeding  to 
provide  fome  meafure  for  the  exigency  of  the  prefent  moment, 
but  that  exigency  was  fo  prefling  in  point  of  time,  that  lie 
for  one,  would  willingly  difpenfe  with  the  motion  then 
made.  If  the  motion  were  carried,  it  muft  l>e  confidered^ 
that  it  was  lofs  of  time.  What  were  they  going  to  ffOfch 
for?  Not  precedents  upon  their  Journals,  not  parliamenfary 
precedents,  but  precedents  in  the  Hiftory  of  England.  He 
would  be  bold  to  fay,  nay  they  all  knew,  that  the  doing  fo 
would  prove  a  lofs  of  time,  for,  there  exifted  no  precedent 
whatever,  that  could  bear  upon  the  prefent  cafe.  The  cir- 
cumftance  to  be  provided  for,  did  not  depend  upon  their  de- 
liberatiotis  as  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  that  it  refted  elie- 
where.  There  was  then  a  perfon  in  the  kingdom  different 
from  any  other  perfon  that  any  ex^fting  precedents  could  re- 
fer to,  an  Heir  .'^pparentof  full  age  and  capacity  to  exercife 
the  royal  power.  It  behoved  them  therfore  to  wafte  not  a 
moment  unneceflarily,  but  to  proceed  with  all  becoming 
fpeed  and  all  becomii^g  diligence  to  reftore  the  Sovereign 
power  and  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  Authority.  When  the 
unfortunate  fituaticn  of  His  Majefly  was  firfc  made  known 
to  that  Houfe,  by  a  prefentalion  of  the  minute  of  the  ^rivy 
Council,  fome  gentlemen  had  exprefled  a  doubt  whether  the 
Houfe  could  make  fuch  a  paper  n  ground  of  parliamentary 
proceedings.  Mr,  Fox  reminded  the  Houfe  that  he  had  gone 
farther,  and  declared  he  thought  the  Report  of  the  Privy 
Council  was  not  an  authentic  document,  nor  fuch  as  that 
Houfe  could  make  the  ground  of  its  proceedings.  That  de- 
fc6k  had  now  been  remedied,  and  the  Houfe  vj-ac^,  v\  t^r.^^- 
fucnce  of  the  regular  e^aminaiion    v*\\\cVv  TA\%  '^•sl^^^*^^^ 
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phydcians  had  undergone  before  a  Committee  of  their  onrn^ 
in  pcfllflion  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  King's  health.  That  be- 
ing knov.ri  to  ths  Houfe,  and  through  them  to  the  Nation 
at  iir^e,  I:e  coiitendefl  that  it  was  then,  and  then  only^.ths 
prtc:ic  point  of  time  for  the  lloui'e  to  decide,  and  that  not  a 
Jingle  momenc  ought  to  be  loft.  In  his  firm  opinion^  his 
Royal  Highncls  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  as  clear,  as  ex-  ' 
prrU  a  right  to  affiime  the  reins  of  Government,  and  exercUe 
the  power  of  Sovereignty,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
illr.efs  and  incapacity  with  which  it  had  pleafed  God  toafflid 
HiiMaiefly,  as  in  the  cafe  of  His  Majefty's  having  under- 
gone a  natural  and  perfecSi  demife  :  and,  as  to  this  right, 
which  he  conceived  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had,  he  was 
not  hinifeif  to  judge  when  he  was  entitled  to  exercife  it ;  but 
ti'.e  tv/o  HguI'ss  of  Parliament,  as  the  organs  of  the  Nation, 
were  alone  qualified  to  pronounce  when  the  Prince  ought  to 
take  pciMion  of,  and  exercife,  his  right.  He  thought  it 
c-:*diji,  entertaining  this  opinion,  to  come  forward  fairly, 
and  ;;vow  it  at  that  inftant ;  and,  therefore,  under  fnch  an 
ifiia,  he  conceived  that  as  lliort  a  time  as  poflible  ought  to 
Liter vcne  l)etween  the  Prince  of  Wales's  affuming  the  Sovc- 
le.gnty,  and  the  prefent  moment.  He  juRifieil  the  Prince's 
Kot  rr.aking  this  his  indubitable  claim  himfelf,  by  imputing 
his  dcfire  of  v/aving  the  open  advancement  of  it,  to  his 
having  been  bred  in  thofe  principles  which  had  placed  his  il- 
luftrious  Houfe  on  the  throne,  and  to  his  known  reverence 
and  regard  for  tliofe  principles,  as  the  true  fundamentals  of 
our  glorious  Conftitution,  in  the  maintenance  of  which,  .his 
family  had  fiourifhed  with  fo  much  profperity  andhappinefs, 
as  Sovereigns  of  the  Briri/h  empire.  Hence  it  was,  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  chofe  rather  to  wait  the  decifion  of  Parlia- 
tnenr,  with  a  patient  and  due  deference  to  the  Conftitution, 
tlian  ro  urge  a  claim,  that,  he  trufted,  a  majority  of  that. 
Houfe,  and  of  the  People  at  large,  admitted;  and  which,  he 
was  perfuaded,  could  not  be  reafonably  difputed.  But, 
ought  he  to  wait  unnecef&rlly  ?  Ought  his  Royal  Highnefs 
to  wait  while  precedents  were  fearched  for,  when  it  viFas 
known  that  none,  that  bore  upon  the  Cafe  which  fo  nearly 
cancemed  him,  exifted  ?  Take  it  for  granted,  the  Houic 
agreed  to  the  motion,  and  proceeded  by  their  Committee  to 
fearch  for  precedents.  Wliat  precedents  did  the  wording  of 
the  motion  point  to?  It  fpokein  general  and  indefinite  lan- 
guage- Pofiibly  it  might  mean  parliamentary  precedents, 
referring  to  fuch  contingencies  as  the  prefent.  If  that  were 
its  meaning,  fuch  words  as  *'  Pailiamentary  precedents,** 
cught  to  have  been  exprefled  in  it.  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that 
he  iliould  not  oppofe  the  motion,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  iiiy,  ih:xl  it  was  incunib^nt  on  x\\^  V*O'0i^^\o  \o^*i  wo  xiww^ 
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in  reftoring  the  third  eft  ate.  His  Royal  Highnefs,  ne  was 
convinced,  mufl:  exercife  the  Royal  prerogative  during,  and 
only  during.  His  Majefty's  illneis.  With  regard  to  the  ex- 
iamination  of  the  phylicians,  he  would  not  take  np  the  time 
of  the  Houfe  with  commenting  on  the  particular  anfwers  and 
opinions  of  each.  However  iht  phyficians  might  have  de- 
livered opinions,  that  might,  in  the  minds  of  fome  men,  im- 
prefs  one  turn  of  idea,  and,  in  the  minds  of  others,  a  very 
different  turn  of  idea,  three  points  were,  he  thought,  unde- 
niable inferences  from  the  whole  of  their  examinations,  in 
which  he  had  affifted  above  flairs.  Thefe  three  points  formed 
the  refulr,  and  muft  be  Xhtfubjiratum  on  which  that  Houfe 
would  neceflarily  raife  the  fuperftru6lure,  whatever  it  might 
be,  that  tliey  fliould  deem  it  expedient  to  ereft.  He  took 
the  three  points  to  be  thefe: 

1.  That  His  Majefty  was  incapable  of  meeting  his  Par- 
liament, or  proceeding  to  bufinefs. 

2.  That  there  was  a  great  profpefl,  and  a  ftrong  proba- 
bility, of  his  recovery. 

3.  But  that  with  refpeft  to  the  point  of  time  when  that 
recovery  would  take  place,  they  were  left  in  abfolute  doubt 
and  uncertainty* 

Upon  this  occafion,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  could  not 
avoid  exprefiing  his  hopes  that  the  Houfe  would  agree  with 
him,  that  thefe  three  points  formed  the  true,  fair,  uncoloured 
refultof  the  examination  of  His  Majefty^s  phyficians.  H« 
recapitulated  the  general  heads  of  his  fpeech ;  and,  after  re- 
peating his  willingnefs  to  accede  to  every  propofitlon  that 
was  confiftent  with  the  due  folemnity  of  their  proceedings 
upon  fo  ferious  an  occafion,  and  declaring  that  he  did  not 
^  impute  any  defire  to  create  delay,  or  unneceflkrily  avoid 
difpatch,  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
added,  that  he  certainly  would  not  refift  the  motion,  al- 
though he  had  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  give  his  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjedt  freely  and  unrefervedly. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  muft  take  the  li-  Y^l(^^^^^^ 
berty  to  obferve,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
thrown  out  an  idea  which,  whatever  he  might  have  gene- 
rally thought  of  him,  as  to  his  penetration  and  difcernment, 
as  to  his  acquaintance  with  the  laws  and  general  hiftory  of 
the  country,  and  as  to  his  knowlec^ge  of  the  theory  6f  the 
Conftitution,  (however  he  might  repeatedly  have  found  oc- 
cafion to  differ  with  him  in  refpeft  to  his  meafures  ?md  opi- 
nions in  his  pradlice  under  ir)  he  defied  all  his  ingenuity  to 
fupport,  upon  any  analogy  of  conftitutional  precedent,  or  to 
reconcile  to  the  fpirit  and  genius  of.  the  Coi\ft.\X.\3X\ow  \\^^% 
The  AoRrine  advanced  by  the  rig\\t  \voi\o\\i^\e  ^eYv>i\^xsax^ 
Wsisitfelf,  i/anvadditional  reafon  wer«TOCcff^n>x\\^^^^^'^^   x 
Vol..  XXY.  E.  "^^ 
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Uni  moft  unanfwerable  for  appointing  the  Committee  he  had 
moved  for,  th?t  could  pofllbly  be  given.  If  a  claim  of  right 
was  intimated  (even  though  not  formally)  on  the  part  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  affume  the  government,  it  became  of 
the  utmoft  confequence  to  afcertain,  from  precedent  and 
hiftory,  whether  this  claim  were  founded  ;  which,  if  it  were, 
precluded  the  Houfe  from  the  poflibility  of  all  deliberation 
'  on  the  fubje<5l.  In  the  mean  time,  lie  maintained,  that  it 
wolild  appear,  from  every  precedent,  and  from  every  page 
of  our  hiftory,  that  to  aflert  fuch  a  right  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  or  any  one  elfe,  independent  of  the  decifion  of  the 
"  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  was  little  lefs  than  treafon  to 
the  conftitiuion  of  the  country.  He  faid,  he  did  not  mean 
then  to  enter  into  the  difcuflion  of  that  great  and  important 
point;  becaufe  a  fit  occafion  for  dilcnfling  it  would  foon  af- 
ford both  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  himfelf  an 
ample  opportunity  of  flatirg  their  fentiments  upon  it.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  pledged  himfelf  to  this  afTcrtion,  that  in 
the  cafe  of  the  interruption  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the 
Royal  authority,  without  any  previous  lawful  proviCon 
having  been  made  for  carrying  on  the  Government,  it  be- 
longed to  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  on  the  part 
of  the  Nation  at  large,  the  body  they  reprefented,  to  pro- 
vide, according  to  their  difcretion,  for  the  temporary  exer- 
cife of  the  Royal  authority,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf, 
of  the  Sovereign,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhould  think  re- 
quifite;  and  that,  unlefs  by  their  decifion,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  had  no  right  (fpeakingof  flrifl:  right)  to  afTume  the 
Government,  more  than  any  other  individual  fubjeft  of  the 
country.  What  Parliament  ought  to  determine  on  that 
fubjeft,  was  a  queftion  of  difcretion.  However  ilrong  the 
arguments  might  be  on  that  ground,  in  favour  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  which  he  would  not  enter  into  at  prefent,  it  did 
not  afFedl  the  queftion  of  right;  becaufe,  neither  the  whole, 
nor  any  part,  of  the  Royal  authority  could  belong  to  him  in 
the  pefent  circumftances,  unlefs  conferred  by  the  Houfes  of 
Parliament. 

As  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  repeated  enforce- 
ment of  the  Prince  of  Wales's. claim,  he  admitted  that  it  was 
a  claim  entitled  to  moft  ferious  confideration  ;  and  thence, 
muft  take  the  liberty  of  arguing,  that  it  was  the  more  ne- 
cefTary  to  learn  how  the  Houfe  had  afted  in  cafes  of  fimilar 
exigency,  and  what  had  been  the  opinion  of  t^arliament  on 
fuch  occafions.  He  would  not  allow  that  no  precedent  ana- 
lous  to  an  interruption  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal 
authority,  could  be  found,  although  there  might  pofTibly  not 
exi/l  a  precedent  of  an  Heir  Apparent  *\t\  ^  ^ax»  oi  tcva.Y^tvt^, 
during  fuch  au  occurrence,  au4  Va  X\v*X.  w^^>  >aftc^Tvx^TA*^^ 
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that  it  devolved  on  the  remaining  branches  of  the  Legiflaturc, 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  England,  to  exercife  their  dlf- 
cretion  in  providing  a  fubftitute.  Mr.  Pitt  contended,  that 
the  mode  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  treated 
the  fubjeft,  a  new  quellion  prefented  irlelf,  and  that  of 
greater  magnitude  even  than  the  qitellion  which  was  origi- 
nally before  them,  as  matter  of  neceiTary  deliberation,  1  ho 
queftion  now  was,  the  queftion  of  their  own  rights,  and  it 
was  become  a  doubt,  according  to  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's opinion,  whether  that  Houfe  had,  0/1  this  impor- 
tant occafion,  a  deliberative  power.  He  wiflird,  for  the 
prefent,  to  wave  the  difcuflion  of  that  momentous  co: aide- 
ration  ;  but,  be  declared  that  he  would,  at  a  fir  opportuni- 
ty, ftate  his  reaibns  for  advifing  what  ftep  Parliament  ought 
to  take  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  the  country,  con- 
tenting himfelf  with  giving  his  contradi6lion  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  bold  aflertion,  and  pledging  himfelf  to 
maintain  the  oppoCte  ground  againft  a  doctrine  fo  irrecon-  / 
cileable  to  the  fpirit  and' genius  of  the  Conftitutioh.  If  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  had  not  proved  the  neceffity  of  the 
motion  he  had  made,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
furniihed  the  Houfe  with  fo  ftrong  an  argument  for  iilquiry, 
that  if  any  doubt  had  exifted,  that  doubt  muft  vanifli.  Let 
it  not,  then,  be  imputed  to  him,  that  he  offered  the  motion, 
with  ^  view  to  create  delay;  indeed,  the  right  honourable 
gentlepian  had  not  made  any  fuch  imputation.  In  fadt,  no 
imputation  of  that  fort  could  be  fupported;  fince  no  longer 
time  had  been  fpent,  after  the  firfl  day  of  their  meeting,  than 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  toenfure  as  full  an  attendance  as 
the  folen)JUty  and  ferioufnefs  of  the  occafion  required ;  iince 
that  time,  every  day  had  been  fpent  in  afcertaining  the  ftate 
of  His  Majefty's  health,  and  now  the  neceffity  ofdthe  cafe 
was  proyed,  it  behoved  them  to  meet  it  on  the  fureft 
grounds.  Let  them  proceed,  therefore,  to  learn  and  afcer- 
tain  their  own  rights;  let  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  and 
every  man  in  the  nation,  who  might  hearany  report  of  what 
had  paffed  in  the  Houfe  that  day,  confider,  that  on  their  fu- 
ture proceedings  depended  their  own  interefis,  and  the  inte- 
reft  and  honour  of  a  Sovereign,  defervedly  the  idol  of  his 
people.  Let  the  Houfe  not,  tlierefore,  raflily  annihilate  and 
annul  the  authority  of  Parliament,  in  which  the  exiftence  of 
the  Conftitution  was  fo  jntimjitely  involved. 

Mr.  FdXj    in  ^explanation,   obferved,  that  the  right  ho- Mr.  Fox. 
nourable  gentleman  had  ufed  what  was  with  him' an  equivo- 
cal word,  on  the  meaning  and  application  of  which  depend- 
ed the  whole  force  of  his  argument.     The  right  Uowon^x-jJc^^ 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  ParViatneaX-     \^  W  m^;)x\x.  -a. 
Pfirlmmcot,^  co/iiiftine  of.  King,  Lords^  ^vv^  Covamowv,  Vrv 

E  2  ^^^ 
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l«?as  ready  to  admit,  that  a  Parliament  of  that  Conftitutionj| 
being  full  and  complete,  had  it  in  its  option  and  power  to 
alter  the  fuccefiion  to  the  Throne,  or  in  any  other  way 
change  the  exifting  laws  and  conftitution.  He  was  the  laft 
man  to  ftand  up  in  that  Houfe  the  advocate  of  indefeafible 
tight,  right  jure  dlvinOi  or  to  maintain  any  do£lrine  of  fo 
;ibfurd  and  monftrous  a  nature ;  but,  fpeaking  of  the  two 
Houfes  alone,  and  without  the  King,  it  was  not  treafon  to 
fay,  that  the  two  Houfes  could  not  make  law  ;  nay,  it  was 
cxpreffly  declared  high  treafon  by  the  ftatutcs  of  the  realnx 
for  them  to  attempt  it.  Were  he,  therefore,  either  to  deny 
that  a  Parliament,  conftituted  of  the  three  eflates,  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  could  make  laws,  or  to  aflert  that 
the  two  Houfes,  without  the  King,  could  of  themfelves  make 
laws,  His  Majefty's  Attorney  General  would  warrantably 
profecutehim  for  treafon,  and  he  fliould  incur  all  the  dan- 
gers of  a  premunire.  But  he  would  fay  again  boldly,  and 
without  treafon,  that  the  two  Ploufes  could  not  affume  the 
fundlions  of  a  Parliament.  If  that  were  treafonahle  Ian? 
guage,  he  muft  repeat,  and  would  abide  by  it.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  talked  of  Parliament ;  he  (Mr. 
Fox)  knew  not  of  any  that  they  were  then  in.  The  two 
Houfes  had  formed  themfelves  on  fuitable  occafions,  as  they 
well  knew,  into  Conventions,  and  thofe  Conventions  had 
a<9ed  ufefuUy,  and  glorioufly  for  the  country;  but  they 
had  not  dared  to  call  themfelves  a  Parliament ;  thofe  who 
fat 'in  them,  knew  the  Conftitution  better,  and  had  top 
iincere  a  willi  for  its  being  preferved  in  its  purity.  He  de- 
c'ared,  he  held  it  to  be  a  clear  point,  that  they  were  not  at 
that  time  a  perfe6b  Parliament.  Whether  there  might  be 
fome  in, that  Houfe,  who  had  a  wifli  to  nominate,  appoint, 
jiud  perhaps  to  limit  a  Regent  in  the  exercifeof  the  Sovereign 
authority,  he  could  not  fay;  perhaps  they  might  be  driven, 
by  a  declaration  of  that  Houfe,  to  theelei^ion  ofaperfon  tq 
cxercife  the  Royal,  prerogative;  he  had  ever  heard  that  the 
.  Crown  was  hereditary  and  not  ele<5live,  and  that  becaufe  it 
was  thought  befl:  for  the  kappinefs  and  freedom  of  the  Peo- 
ple. He  had  heard,  indeed,  of  fome  old  bigoted  perfons, 
who,  formerly,  contended  for  indefeafible  right,  and  right 
divine,  which  no  earthly  power  could  annul ;  but  all  that 
abominable  and  pernicious  docSrine  had  long  fince  been  re- 
probated and  exploded.  The  Crown  v^ras  declared  hereditary 
by  known  laws,  grounded  on  other  and  on  wifer  principles  5 
and  did  not  thofe  laws  that  made  the  Crown  hereditary,  make 
the  executive  government  of  the  country  hereditary  like- 
wife  ?  He  would  maintain  the  treafonable  words  he  had  beea 
charged  withy  that,  during  His  Ma^eft.^^  \\\u^^%>  ^xv^  t^vsW 
dering  his  incapacity  to  difchaiTge  l\ie  ^\xutt  o^  >Ja,^\\\^  c^V 


A.  1788.  D    E    B    A    T    E    S^ 

fice  His  Majefty  was  inverted  with,  his  Royal  Highnefs  th« 
Prince  of  Wales  had  an  undoubted  claim  to  exercife  the  fo-- 
▼ereign  authority  jn  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  His 
Royal  Father,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  two  Koufcs  to  reftofe 
the  Royal  authority,  and  that  immediately;  and  he  denied 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  acute  as  he  was,  to  contrd- 
^idl  that  affertion ;  but  if  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  took 
advantage  of  tlie  prefcnt  calamitous  ftafe  of  the  country,  to 
arrogate  to  themfelves  a  power  to  which  they  had  no  right, 
they  adted  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
^'ould  be  guilty  ot  trer.fon. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Piti  having  fpromifed  that  he  did*not^fr.  Chai 
rife  to  reply,  nor  to  ufe  any  equivocal  language,  defired  toccUor  Pit 
be  underftood,  that  it  might  be  known  what  the  point  was, 
"upon  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  he  were 
;it  ijQTue.  He  aff^rted,  that  to  make  a  provifion  for  the  ex- 
j5cutive  power  of  the  government,  during  an  interruption  of 
the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority,  by  ficknefs,  in- 
firmity, or  otherwife,  did  reft  with  the  remaining  exifting 
branches  of  the  Legiflature,  It  was  a  matter  entirely  in 
their  difcretion  ;  what  that  difcretion  was,  he  fhouldnot 
then  difcufs,  but  fhould  only  fay,  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  dofcrine  was  what  he  underftood  it  to  be,  name- 
ly, that  the  two  Houfes  had  no  fuch  difcretion,  but  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  had  a  claim  to  the  exercife  of  the  fovereign 
power,  which  fuperfeded  the  right  of  either  Houfe  to  deli- 
berate on  the  fubjeft,  there  was  an  effential  difference  be- 
tween their  refpedlive  arguments,  and  that  difference  con- 
ftituted  the  point  upon  which  they  were  at  ifTue. 

Mr.  Burke  faid  that  he  felt  it  impoffible  to  avoid  refleft-  Mr.  tmk 
ing  with  aftonifhment  upon  the  ftyle  and  manner  in  which 
^he  right  honourable  gentleman  had  debated  the  queftion  ; 
and  he  contended,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  queftion  which 
peculiarly  called  for  temper  amd  moderation  in  the  ftyle 
and  manner  of  its  being  debated,  it  was  that  to  which  the 
prefcnt  argument  referred.  The  queftion  did  not  point 
merely  to  an  afBiflion  of  bodily  infirmity,  tq  un  illnefs  af- 
fecting the  meaneft  and  mpft  perifliable  part  of  the  human 
frame,  but  to  the  moft  low  and  humiliating  of  all  human 
calamities  which  had  fallen  upon  the  higheft  fituation.  In 
^hat  moment,  when  it  peculiarly  behoved  every  one  of  them 
to  keep  himfelf  cool,  and  preferve  the  little  fliare  of  reafon 
with  whiqh  Heaven  had  bleflld  him,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  hurft  into  a  flame  ;  he  had  fallen  out  into  a 
fury,  and,  with  a  degree  of  unpardonable  violence,  accuied 
others  of  treafon,  becaufe  they  had  ventured  to  mention  the 
rights  of  any  part  of  the  royal  fam\\x%  T\\^  \\^\\.\\w\ciKix- 
^bje  gentletmn^  m  fuch  a  cafe,  ul\xft.uoX.o^^^  V'^^^'^"^^^^ 
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aware  of  what  people  expefted  at  their  hands,  but  of  what  ha 
owed  to  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  fuhject,  and  to 
his  own  high  fituation  and  charafler.  Tlie  right  honour* 
jible  gentleman  had  expreflcd  his  hopes  for  a  regency  in  a 
fubject,  at  the  very  time  that  he  was  bringing  forward  a 
charge  of  treafon.  When  he  could  not  convince  any  one 
by  his  arguments^  he  had  endeavoured  to  intimidate  all  whQ 
had  dared  to  mention  only  the  rights  of  the  royal  family^ 
and  had  threatened  them  with  the  lalh  of  the  law.  Where 
was  the  freedoni  of  debate,  where  was  the  privilege  of  Par- 
liament, if  the  rights  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  could  not  be 
fpoken  of  in  tliat  Houfe,  without  their  being  liable  to  be 
charged  with  treafon  by  one  of  the  Prince's  competitors  ! 
[Here  a  loud  cry  of  order  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.] 
Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  would  repeat  and  juftify  his  words.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  exprefDy  declared  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  to  claim  the  exercife  of 
th5  fovereign  power,  than  any  other  individual  fubjedl ;  ho 
was  warranted,  therefore,  in  ftating  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  as  having  defcribed  himfelf  as  one  of  the  Prince's 
competitors.  For  his  part,  he  was  too  humble  in  fituation 
to  make  fuch  a  renunciation  of  right  to  tl.e  crown  himfelf, 
but  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  none  belonging  to  the 
prpudeft  and  moft  exalted  families,  thofe  who  enjoyed  the 
higheft  dignities,  and  were  loaded  with  the  moll  fplendid 
titles  and  honours,  would  dare  to  hope  for  a  chance  of  the 
Regency,  or  to  Hate  them felves  as  having  an  equal  right  to 
claim  it  with  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  muft  own,  he  trem- 
bled when  he  confidered  that  he  flood  before  that  prince,  x 
who  held  the  lafti  of  vindidlive  law  over  the  heads  of  thofe 
who  dared  to  queftion  the  fubjed.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  difcretion  of  that  and  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament ;  let  him  remember  that  the  firft  flep 
of  difcretion  was  coolnefs  of  temper,  and  let  him  fhew  his 
own  difcretion  before  he  recommended  to  others.  Before  he 
gave  his  eledVive  vote,  for  he  might  poflibly  be  made  an 
cleftor  againft  his  will,  the  Prihce  oppofite  to  him  (Mr. 
Burke  faid)  ought  not  to  meafure  people  of  low  and  timid 
difpofitions  by  his  own  afpiring  greatnefs  of  foul.  He  had 
read  in  fome  old  law  book,  that  nothing  was  fo  dreadful  as 
when  ;i  fubjedt  was  convifted  of  treafon,  without  knowing 
what  he  had  done  that  was  treafonable.  Let  the  right  hoi- 
nourable  gentleman  recolle6l  the  25th  of  Edward  the  Thirds 
and  not  be  fo  eager  to  hurl  his  conftrudive  treafons  on  the 
heads  of  thofe  who  differed  from  him  refpedling  the  Regen-^ 
cy.  He  had  ever  underftood,  that  our  conftitution  was 
framed  with  fo  much  circumfpedlioa  ai\d  fotelUov^^Kt^  that 
/>  tvifeJv  provided  for  every  poffible  exv^<^tvc^,  2lti^  ^Wx.  m\ns^ 
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cxcrcife  of  the  fovereign  executive  power  could  never  b< 
vacant.  He  put  the  caie,  that  if  he  fuppofed  that  there 
might  be  a  right  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  (in  whofe  patent 
of  ct-eation  as  Prince  of  Wales,  he  was  declared  and  confi- 
dered  to  be  one  and  the  fame  with  the  King)  to  fucceed  his 
father  in  the  exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  fliould 
proceed  upon  that  fuppofition  to  urge  a  fuit  in  the  Court  of 
Chanctry,  or  any  other  court,  fliouldhe  be  liable  to  be  con- 
vi6led  of  an  high  prime  and  mifdemeanor  for  fuch  an  affer- 
ticn  ?  In  that  cafe,  Jie  conceived  the  charge  of  treafon  would 
not  be  made  upon  a  fudden  ;  but,  if  urged  at  all,  it  would  be 
urged  without  any  attempt  at  intimidation,  any  look  of  fu- 
ry, or  any  voice  of  harlhnefs.  And  yet,  perhaps  the  charge 
was  thrown  out  merely  to  advjfe  in  the  firft  place,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  than  any  other  perfon  ; 
and  all  his  hitherto  conceived  notions  of  the  meaning  of  a 
loud  and  moft  vehement  tone  of  voice  was  poffibly  wrong ; 
fmce,  pofTibly,  it  might  mean  nothing  more  than  to  make  t]i« 
exprefiion  which  it  accompanied,  clearly  underftood.  Be 
that  as  \t  might,  if  he  were  to  give  an  eledive  vote,  it  fliould 
be  in  favour  of  that  Prince,  whofe  amiable  difpofition  was 
one  of  his  many  recommendations,  and  not  in  favour  of  a 
Prince,  who  charged  the  affertors  of  the  ri^ht  and  claim  *^of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  with  conflruftive  treafon. 

Mn  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  if  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Chan- 
gentleman  who  had  condefcended  to  he  the  advocate  and  the  "^^^^^  ^^ 
Specimen  of  moderation,  had  found  any  warmth  in  his  man- 
ner of  fpeaking  before,  which  led  him  to  think  that  he  had 
not  confidered  what  he  faid,  he  was  ready  to  repeat  it  with 
all  pcfTible  coolnefs,  and  knew  not  one  word  that  he  would 
retradt.  Upon  this  ground,  therefore,  was  he  ftill  ready  to 
maintain,  that  it  was  little  lefs  than  treafon  to  the  conftj- 
tution  to  affert,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  claim  to  the 
exercife  of  the  fovereign  power,  during  the  interruption  of 
the  perfonal  authority  of  his  Majefty  by  infirmity,  and  in 
Ins  life-time  ;  and  to  this  afleveration  fhould  he  adhere,  be- 
caufe  he  conlidered  fuch  a  claim  as  fuperfeding  the  delibe- 
rative power  and  difcretion  of  the  two  exifting  branches  of 
the  Legiflature.  And,  when  he  had  faid  the  Prince  of  Wales 
had  no  more  right  to  urge  fuch  a  claim  than  any  other  in- 
dividual fiibjeft,  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  decency 
with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  charged  him 
wiih  placing  himfelf  as  the  competitor  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs.  At  that  period  of  our  hiftory,  when  the  conftitution 
was  fettled  on  that  foundation  on  which  it  now  exifted, 
when  Mr.  Somers  and  other  great  men  declared,  that  no  per- 
fon had  a  right  to  the  Crown  im\'ev>ei\Aewx.  oi  x\\t  cov\^vw\.  ciV 
the  two  Houfesj  would  it  l>ave  bceiA'X\vo\3^^X  ^vCwe^  Vj^nx  o't 
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decent  for  any  Member  of  either  Houfe  to  have  pronounced 
Mr.  Somers  a  perfonal  competitor  of  William  the  Thitd  ? 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 
The  following  Members  were  named  and  moved  as  a  Com'* 

mittee. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Welbore  Ellis,  Kfq.  Ld.  Advocate  of  Scotland^ 

The  Mafter  of  tlie  Rolls,         Marquis  of  Graham, 
Rt.  Hon.  F.  Montagu,  Lord  Belgrave^ 

Attoniey  General,  Sir  Grey  Cooper, 

Robert  Vyner,  Efq.  Wm.  Wilberforce,  Efq. 

Rt,  Hon.  Henry  Dundas^       Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Wyndham^ 
Thomas  Powys,  Efq.  Philip  Yorke,-  Efc^. 

Solicitor  General,  Earl  Gower, 

R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq.  W.  W.  Grenville, 

Wm*  Hufley,  Efq.  Rt.  Hon.  Ed.  Burke* 

The  other  ufufii  orders  were  made,  viz. 

**  The  Committee  to  lit,  notwithftanding  the  adjournment 
<«  of  the  Houfe." 

*^  To  adjourn  from  place  to  place,  &c." 
Mr.  Gian-      Mr.  Chancellor  Fitt^  then  moved, 

Bcllor  Pitt.      «  That  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  which  flood  for  the  mof- 
*^  row,  he  put  off  until  the  Wednefday  following.'* 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

^  Friday^  12\,\\  Dectmlery  1788. 

When  the  Speaker  had  taken  the  chair, 

Mr*  Welbore  Ellis  appeared  at  t lie  bar,  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  "  to  examine,  learch  for,  and 
*'  report  precedents  of  fuch  proceedings,  as  may  have  been 
**  had  in  cafe  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal  authori- 
*'  ty  being  prevented,  or  interrupted,  by  infancy,  ficknefs^ 
**  infirmity,  or  otherwife,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  ther 
<^  fame".  He  was  ordered  to  bring  up  the  Report,  the  title 
of  which  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  ^^  That  the  faid  Report  do  lie 
^*  on  the  table."    This  having  been  agreed  to. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Report  be  printed.* 

Mr. 

•  Our  readers  ivilf^  *t\je  truft^  conjtdcr  it  fufficient^  If^  saving  the 
introduBion  of  diffujive  matter^  ive  merely  lay  before  them^  as^ 
nK'hat  wll  facilitate  their  confultations  of  the  originals^  all  the 

REFERENCES  to  the  EXTRACTS  from  the  ROLLS  of  PAR* 
LIAMENT,  and  other  Papen,  read  at  the  Committee  appointed  t^ 
examine  and  report  precedents  of  fuch  proceedings  as  may  havcbeetf 
hsid  in  tht  cafe  of  the  Pcrfona\  ExtTc\Ce  ol  tVvt.  ^o^^V  KwiVvotlt^ 
ile/ij^  pre  rented  or  interrupted  V>^  liiiaikc^,^'v:.Vxv^^%>l^^^'n\\\>5^  «t 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  moll  probably  it  Mr. 
wouM  prove  requi fit e  to  allow  a  convenient  time  for  theChinc«I- 
Houfe  to  confider  the  contents  of  the  Report,  and  examine  lor  Pitt, 
and  weigh  their  application  and  force,  before  they  came  to 
any  proceeding  upon  it ;  t|iat  as  it  was  his  earneft  wifti  to 
ufe  every  poffible  difpatch  cohfiftent  with  the  due  folemnity 
and  acknowledged  exigency  of  the  cafe,  he  fhouldmove  that 
the  Houfe  would,.on  an  early  day,  in  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  week,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  "  to  take  into 
**  confideration  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation,"  to  which 
committee  he  (hould  likewife  refer  the  Report  which  had 
been  juft  prefcnted,  and  that  containing  the  examination  of 
His  Majefty's  phyficians.  He  had  entertained  hopes,  that  in 
confequence  of'  the  preparation  which  had  been  made  with 
a  view  to  expedite  the  printing,  that  the  copies  might  be 
ready  for  delivery  the  next  day^  but  he  had  juft  heard,  that 
it  would  be  imprafticable,  and  that  the  copies  could  not  be 
ready  fof  delivery  before  Monday,  Tuefday,  therefore,  he 
hoped,  would  be  a  d;iy  agreeable  to  the  Houfe  for  the  com- 
mittee whom  he  had  named  to  fit,  and  with  a  view  the  better 
to  enable  gentlemen  to  make  thcmfelves  .matters  of  the  con- 
tent* of  the  Report,  he  took  that  opportunity  of  infdrming 
the  Houfe,  that  all  the  precedents  contained  in  the  Report 
were  cither  taken  from  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  the  Statute ' 

otherwife,  with  a  View  to  proflde  a  Remedy   for   the  fame ;  oa 
Thurfday,  tht  i  i|h  of  December. 

4,   5,  4  Edw.  Ill,  Vol.  ii.  p.  51,     Two  fii ft  Paragraph t. 

1  R.  IT.       Vol.  iii.  p.    5,       Sec.   15  to  27,  both  inclufivc, 

1  H.  VI.      Vol*  iv.  p.   169,  Sec.  I,  II,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16, 

and  24  to  33, both  inclufiyc, 

2  H.  VI.      VoL  ir.  p.  201,    Sec.  15. 

3  H.V.I.      VoL  v.  p.  406,    Sec.  5. 

5  H.  VI.      Vol.  V.  p.  407,    Sec.  6. 

409,  Sec.  7* 

6  H.  VI.       Vol    Iv^.  p.  326,  Sec.  24,  25, 

8  H.  VI.      Vol.  iv.  p.  336.  Sec.  13. 

foH.  VI.      Vol.  V.  p.  433,  Sec.  16. 

13H.  VI.      Vol.  V.  p.  438,  Sec.  22. 

32H.  VI.      Vol.  V.  p.  238,    Sec.  22,  23,  24,  and  30  to  4«, 

both  inclufivc. 

33  H.  VI.       Vol.  .  p.  2P4,      Sec.  30  to  39,  hath  inclufive. 

34  H.  V^.      Vol.  V.  p.  453,    Sec.  41,  42,43. 
D»     -     -       Vol.  V.  p.  289,    Sec.  40,  41. 
D»     -     «       Vol.v.  p.  321,     Sec.  50, 

Aa     25    H.  VIII.       C.   22,  Sec.   n. 
Afk.     t    and    2  Philip  and  Mary,    C.    lO. 
Aa     24    G.    JJ.  C.  14. 
Aa.  S    G'   ^JI'   C.    27. 

VcL.  XXV.  F  ^o^V^ 
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Books  of  the  realm,  or  their  own  journals.  A  fchedule  of 
the  whole,  with  references,  was  annexed  to  the  Reporty 
which,  at  leaft,  he  hoped,  might  be  ready  for  feparate  deli- 
very fo  early  as  the  next  morning,  and  fuch  gentlemen  as 
had  the  books  in  their  poflefEon,  might  thereby  be  enabled 
to  refer  to  them  immediately,  and  proceed  to  an  enquiry 
into  the  doftrines  contained  in  that  Report,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  delivery  of  the  printed  copy.  Mr.  Pitt  now 
moved, 

"  That  this  Houfe  will,  on  Tuefday  next,  rcfolve  itfcif 
^*  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into 
**  confideratipn,  the  ftate  of  the  nation.** 

The  queftion  having  been  put  from  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  two  particular  purpofes  werer 
his  fole  motives  for  rifing  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  and 
thefe,  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  lofe  no  time  in  lay- 
ing before  the  Houfe,  the  more  efpecially  as  they  had  refer- 
ence to  what  had  pafled  upon  the  fubjedl  that  did  then  en- 
gage, and  had  for  feme  days  pail  engaged,  their  moft  ferious 
attention.  The  firfl:  purpofe  was  what  he  never  rofe  for 
before,  iince  he  had  been  a  Member  of  that  Houfe.  No 
Member  was  more  indifferent  to  news-paper  paragraphs, 
reports,  and  reprefentations,  than  he  was ;  he  never  fcarcely 
looked  into  any  of  their  accounts  of  what  he  faid  in  tliat 
Houfe,  without  finding  feme  part  of  his  fpeech  mifreprc- 
fented,  but  he  had  thought  it  beneath  him  to  take  any  no- 
tice of  it  himfelf,  trufting,  that  if  he  had  cxprejQTed  him- 
felf  clearly,  the  candour  of  that  Houfe,  and  the  recollec- 
tion of  thofe  who  heard  him,  would  do  him  juftice.  What 
he  rofe  then  to  complain  of,  was  a  very  different  matter* 
There  had,  he  faid,  been  reprefentations,  or  rather  mif- 
^ reprefentations,  not  in  newfpapers,  not  in  pamphlets,  not 
in  coffee  houfes,  but  there  had  been  mifreprefentations  of 
what  he  had  faid  in  that  Houfe  on  Wednefday  laft,  pubilcly 
made,  before  a  public  and  augult  aflembly,  by  a  grave  per- 
fon,  in  high  authority,  and  of  dignified  rank.  He  defired 
mankind  to  judge  him  and  his  opinions,  from  the  fenfe  of 
thofe  opinions,  and  his  meaning  as  explained  at  the  time. 
Tliere  were  different  forts  of  mifreprefentations  ;  there 
might  be  feme  wilful  and  intentional  mifreprefentations, 
others  arifing  rather  from  levity,  caprice,  and  wantonnefs, 
•  than  mifchievous  defign  ;  and  again  another  defcription  of 
mifreprefentations  arifing  from,  the  mifconception  of  ho- 
nefl  minds,  made  by  perfons  who  were  themfelves  mifta* 
ken,  and  adled  upon  that  mifi:ake.  Under  which  of  theft 
clefcriptions  of  mifreprefentation  he  had  fallen,  he  would 
not  taken  upon  him  to  determine  ;  poffibly  he  might  have 
*wt  exprejfled   his  meaning  clear\'^ ,  tYvovx^  \\^  vXxqn^^'^x.  \«i 
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had  fpoken  in  a  manner  fo  explicit,  that  no  man  could  mif- 
underftand  him ;  he  was  fure  it  arofe,  not  from  any  con- 
tempt of  his  auditors,  that  he  had  not  rendered  himfelf  more 
intelligible,  but  merely  from  the  want  of  power  and  capacity 
to  convey  to  their  minds,  what  fo  forcibly  imprefled  his  own ; 
be  that  as  it  might,  what  had  been  underftood  to  be  his  mean- 
ing, or  what  had  been  mifreprefented  to  have  been  his  exprcf- 
fion  and  fentiment,  when  fpeaking  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
>iDent,  ought  not  to  have  been  treated  as  it  had  been;  as  if 
public  proceedings,  of  a  grave  and  folemn  nature,  ought  to  be 
grounded  on  fo  unfubftantial  a  foundation.  The  firil  point, 
froiii  which  he  muft  exculpate  himfelf,  was,  the  fuppofition 
of  having  fpoken  from  the  authority  of  any  perfon  whatever, 
much  lels  from  the  authority  of  his  Hoyal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  He  had  fpoken  merely  of  liimfelf,  and 
delivered  his  opinion,  as  an  individual  Member  of  harlia- 
nient.  In  that  private  capacity,  and  without  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  authority,  he  had  freely  delivered  his  opinion,  and 
the  opinion  he  had  dated  and  meant  to  ilate,  was,  that  from 
the  moment  that  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  declared  the 
King  unable  to  cxercife  the  Royal  Sovereignty,  from  that  mo- 
ment, a  right  to  exercife  the  Royal  Authority  attached  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  But  he  muft  ftate  what  that  right 
'  was,  that  fo  attached  ;  and  he  would  truft  to  the  recolleftion 
of  gentlemen,  whether  he  had  not  fo  explained  it,  when  he 
had  laft  occafion  to  fpeak  upon  the  fubjeft,  A  new  term  had 
been  put  into  his  mouth  in  another  place,  which  he  had  not 
ufed;  it  had  been  faid,  that  he  had  declared,  "  the  Prince  of 
*'  Wales  had  a  right  to  affume  the  Royal  Authority,  upon 
*'  the  interruption  of  its  perfonal  exercife,  in  confequence  of 
*'  the  King's  illnefs  and  incapacity."  What  he  meant  was 
this  :  he  conceived  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority  to 
be  the  right,  under  fuch  circumftances,  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  ;  but  he  had  fpoken  of  it  as  a  right,  and  not  the  pof- 
f.ffion.  Before  the  Prince  could  exercife  that  right,  he  muft 
appeal  to  the  Court  competent  to  decide,  whether  it  belong- 
ed to  him  or  not,  or  ttiult  wait  till  that  Court,  on  the  part  of 
itfelf,  made  fuch  declaration.  That  Court  was  compofed  of 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  while  they  were  fitting;  the 
Prince  had  the  right,  but  the  adjudication  of  that  light  be- 
longed to  the  two  IlDuffi-.  Th'.^  more  clearly  to  underfland 
this,  it  w<»s  iieceil'ury  to  explain  tlie  pi ecKe  meaning  of  the 
word  ele(5lion,  and  to  contraft  it  with  the  term  adjudication. 
That  Houfe  could  legiflate  and  provide  fuch  ireafures,  as  it 
deemed  advifeable  for  the  public  intereft  ;  when  they  indivi- 
<lually  gave  their  votes  for  fuch  perfons,  whom  they  thoug^ht 
mod  .fit  to  reprefent  them  in  ParUamet\t,  t\\e>j  vcv-aAa  \\\^vt 
c}e£lion  o/tiieir  repi-efentative;  but  wYieu  \.\v*N  S:ax.  \\\^^^^- 
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mittte  above  ftairs,  to  try  whether  A.  or  B.  wa»  entitled  to 
a  feat  as  reprefentative  of  fuch  or  fuc!i  a  borough,  they  lalf 
as  judges,  and  their  report  was  an  adjudication  of  the  right 
of  A.  or  B.  If  gentlemen  would  do  him  the  honour  to 
recolle£l  his  manner  of  treating  this  fubjei^j  on  the  preceding 
day,  they  would,  he  hoped,  in  juftice  admit,  that  the  mean- 
ing, which  he  had  now  explained,  was  precifely  that  which 
his  words,  on  a  former  occafion,  had  then  been  calculai^ 
to  convey,  and  that  he  neither  talked  of  thelirmrpatt6a.of 
the  two  tioufes,  nor  fuggeAed  a  fingle  idea  to  warrant  the 

.  imputing  to  him  any  intention  of  that  fort,  or  any  thing  like 
it.  Let  it  be  recollecled  where  he  was  fpeaking,  and  to  whom 
he  vms  addreffing  himfelf ;  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  one 
of  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  very  Court  that  was  to  make 
the  adjudication  of  the  Prince!s  right.  Let  it  be  rccoUedled 
Hkewife,  whether  the  reft  of  his  argument,  both  in  his  fpeecb 
and  his  reply,  did  not  go  expreffly  to  the.  nature  of  the 
Prince's  right,  as  he  had  now  defined  it.  He  had,  in  terms 
the  moft  explicit  and  unequivocal,  afferted  it  as  his  opinios^ 
that  when  that  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  declared 
His  Majefty  incapable  of  exercifing  the  Royal  authority^ 
that  was  the  precife  period  of  time  when  the  Princess  right 
attached,  and  when  that  Houfe  ought  not  to  delay  in  re- 
ftoring  the  Royal  authority.  Had  he  not  faid,  that  the 
iame  principles  that  made  the  Crown  hereditary,  made  ^the 
executive  power,  and  the  government  of  the  country,  liere- 
ditary  likewife  ?  Upon  that  ground  it  was,  that  he  had  ar- 
gued as  he  had  done,  and  this  he  conceived  to  be  the  na« 
ture  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  right.  Having  thus^  as  he 
hoped,  dearly  explained  his  meaning,  he  was  free  to  ackiiow* 
ledge,  that  more  differences  of  opinion  prevailed  refpeding 
the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  exercife  the  Roy^j^ 
authority,  under  the  circumftances  fo  often  ftated,  than  he 
could  have  expeSed,  hut  much  of  that  difference  of  opi- 
nion (he  found)  arofe  from  fome  nice,  logical,  and  leg^l 
diftindlions,  taken  between  the  term  right,  and  claim  ;  dif- 
tinftions  more  equivocal,  in  his  mind,  than  folid  and  fub- 
ftantial,  and  which  were  refted  on  arguments  and  princi- 
ples, which  he  confeffed  his  underftanding  was  too  dull.ta 
comprehend.  One  idea  which  he  had  learnt  was,  that  it 
was,  that  feveral  perfons  g^dmitted  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
had  an  irrefiftible  claim,  which  the  Parliament  could  not 
rejedl  or  refufe,  whenever  it  was  made,  without  forfeiting 
their  duty  lo  the  Conflitution.  To  that  idea,  he,  for  one, 
had  no  objeftion  ;  becaufe  he  knew  no  difference  between 
an  irrefiftible  claim,  and  an  inherent  right.  In  another  place, 
the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  deeply  inveftiga-' 

ted  into,  and  that  by  inquiterS)  eyet^  \^2i^  ^c^A  lo  the  dif- 
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cuffion,  who  all  gave  thar  fan&ion  and  authority  to  his  opi- 
nion. If  the  Prince  of  VV<tkshad  done  him  the  honour  to 
have  afked  his  advice  how  to  proceed,  he  Ihould  have  told 
him,  as  Parliament  was  fitting,  that  he  thought  His  Royal 
Highnefs  might  have  fent  a  meflage  to  either  Houfe,  or  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  ftating  his  claioi,  and  calling 
upon  them  tQjdecide  upon  it.  fiat  as  he  had  faid  on  a  for- 
mer day,  his  Royal  Highnefs's  forbearance  was  fuch,  that  he 
would  fend  his  claim  to  neither  Houfe  of  Parliament  :  but, 
would  Wait  patiently,  and  with  doe  deference,  being  con- 
fciouf  that  the  two  Houfes  ought  to  find  that  claim,  and  re- 
ilore  the  Royal  authority. 

Mr,  Fox  declared,  that  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
the  condudl  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  deferved  the  commen- 
dation he  had  beftowe  i  on  it,  and  was  entitled  to  univerfal 
applaufe.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  aiTert,  that  he  had 
entertained  fanguioe  hope*',  that,  in  the  adjuAment  of  a 
bufinefs  of  fo  very  delicate  and  important  a  nature,  men  of 
every  defcription  would  have  concurred  in  one  leading  an<l 
effential  circumftance,  and  have  allowed,  that  let  there  exift 
what  doubt  there  might,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  right  to 
cxercife  the  Royal  authority,  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs 
of  the  country,  there  could  be  none  of  the  propriety  of  in- 
verting him  with  the  fole  adminiftration  of  the  Government, 
and  with  the  unlimited  exercife  of  all  the  Re^al  fun£lions, 
powers,  and  prerogatives.  He  had  not  yet  abandoned  thefe 
hopes  altogether.  An  earnefl  defire  to  refcue  himfelf  from 
the  effe<9:  of  mifreprefentation,  in  a  particular,  refpefting 
whfch,  he&ouldhave  been  extremely  forry  to  have  been 
mifunderftood,  had  induced  him  to  rife,  for  the  purpofe  of 
addreffing  the  Houfe;  and,  upon  this  occafion,  it  would 
prove  difficult  to  defcribe  the  fervor  of  his  willies  to  render, 
if  poflible,  by  all  the  means  in  his  power,  the  future  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Houfe  lefs  difficult  than  they  otherwife  might 
become.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  ohferved, 
had  named  an  early  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  State  of  the  Nation  ;  he  did  not  mean  by  an  early  day, 
a  day  too  early.  He  had  befpre  declared,  that  after  the  au- 
thentication of  the  King's  incapacity,  tlie  Houfe  ought  not 
to  lofe  -any  lime  i  1  n*ftoring  the  Royal  authority,  bwt,  fure- 
ly,"  it  could  not  piDve  a  matter  of  indifference  wliether  the 
Houfe  flxould,  or  lliould  not,  b'j  enabled  to  know  what  fort 
of  propoiition  it  was,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
meant  to  come  forward  with  on  1  uefday  next,  in  order  that 
they  might  turn  it  in  their  minds,  and  enter  prepared  to 
difcufs  it,  with  fome  degree  of  knowledge  of  \u  ^jxq^xjtx^v^ 
and  expediency.     He  wilhed  the  r*ijl\t\\ov\ovxT2J:vVe  ^^vwX^vcvjkXv 
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not  to  regird  him  as  hoftile  on  the  prefent  occaiion.  He 
knew  it  was  fo  ui'ual  for  the  Houfe  to  fee  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  and  himfelf  ading  in  an  hoflile  point  of 
view  towards  each  other,  that  it  was  difficult  to  confider 
them  in  any  other  light ;  but>  what  he  now  fuggefted,  be 
foggeAed  on  grounds  of  general  convenience,  devoid  of  any 
party  confideration  whatever.  If  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman did  not  feel  the  proportion  that  he  liad  made  at  he 
did,  he  could  only  lament  that  he  did  not.  He  fhould  hope, 
bowercr,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  not 
think  it  unfit  to  give  the  Houfe  fome  general  outline  of 
what  he  meant  to  ilate  to  the  Committee  on  Tuefday  next, 
that  gentlemen  might  not  then  be  puzzled  with  the  novelty 
of  the  propofition,  and  embarrafied  how  to  vote.  He  was 
inclined  to  hope,  that,  as  to  ellential  points,  the  diiFerence 
between  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  himfelf  was  ex- 
tremely minute;  an  advant^ige,  therefore,  would  refult  from 
a  communication  of  the  intended  propofition  ;  the  opinions 
of  weighty  men  upon  it  miglit  be  afcertaiiied,  and  thence  it 
might  be  feen  whether  arrangements  might  not  be  made  to 
reconcile  difference  on  fmall  points,  in  order  that  the  queftxon^ 
whatever  it  might  be,  might  not  be  carried  by  a  divifion,  or 
majority  of  the  Houfe,  bat  that  it  might  be  carried  with 
perfeft  unanimity.  What  fome  conceived  a  right  in  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  others  might  deem  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  but,  that  was  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion of  no  material  import  to  the  main  confideration  of  the 
aft  they  were  to  do,  and  which  they  mnft  proceed  to  in 
fome  flupe  or  other.  When  the  thing  itfelf  was  decided, 'it 
would  remain  to  determine  by  what  mode  to  notify  it*  He 
conceived,  there  could  be  but  two  regular  methods;  one  by 
a  declaration,  the  other  by  an  addrefs,  or  perhaps  both  con- 
jointly by  the  two  Houfes.  He  knew  not  whether  the  right  ■ 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  willing  to  communicate  the 
outline  of  what  he  meant  to  ftate  to  the  Committee  next 
Tuefday ;  but  he  had  no  difficulty  to  declare  unrefervedly 
what  his  opinion  was  upon  the  fubjefl",  if  the  opinion  of  fo 
infignificant  an  individual  as  he  was,  might  be  reprefented  as 
meriting  attention. 

His  opinion  was,  to  declare  his  Royal  Hi^hnefs  Regent, 
for  the  purpofes  of  exercifing  all  the  Regal  powers,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  to  the  fame  extent,  as  they  might  have 
been  exercifed  by  His  Majefty,  had  his  health  been  fuch  as  to 
render  him  capable  of  continuing  to  exercife  the  Royal  au- 
thority. That  was  his  opinion,  and  the  Houfe  would  (ee  it 
was  a  plain,  fimpte,  intelligible  propofition.  If  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  propofition  came  near  his,  fomething 
oti^ht  to  be  facrificed  to  uiv«\nui\\l^ ,  av\A\\^  ft\o\\VvV  W  xejidY 
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to  give  xipf  en  his  part,  in  proportion  as  the  right  hononrahle 
gentleman  would  exprefs  the  fame  wiiltngnefs  to  accommo- 
date. Though  it  was  abundantly  more  deCrable  to  carry  a 
queftion  of  fuch  infinite  magnitude,  by  the  univcrfal  and 
unanimous  confent  of  the  Houfe,  than  by  a  majority;  yet, 
if  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  opinion  differed  widely' 
from  his,  fo  widely,  that  there  was  no  chance  of  reconciling 
the  one  to  the  otl-ier,  he  ftiould  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  dividing,  and  thus  difcovering  which  gained  the  majority. 
He  declared  he  fliculd  be  willing  to  facrifice  much  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  occafion  to  unanimity,  becaufc  he  thought 
it,  above  all  things,  defirable.  In  the  great  point,  there 
could  be  no  differerxe  of  opinion.  They  muft  all  agree  that 
it  was,  IP*  the  firflinftance,  their  bufinefs  to  fet  up  fome- 
thing  for  the  Regal  power ;  and  who  would  they  fet  up,  but 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  certainly  had  the  firft  intereft  in 
the  welfare  of  the  kingdom,  His  Majefty  alone  excepted  } 
He  urged  the  right  of  the  Prince  as  an  abftra*^  point,  and 
as  fuch,  thellating  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  powerful  argu- 
ment* But  what'  fignified  differences  upon  abfirafl  points, 
where  the  fubftance  was  indifputable  ?  The  field  was  wide, 
and  his  object  then,  as  it  had  been  in  the  debate  of  Wednef- 
day,  was,  to  lead  the  mind  to  that  point  upon  which  gentle- 
men ought  to  look,  JDe  qua  re  agitur  was  the  matter, he 
wifhed  to  afcertain,  and  with  that  view,  he  had  called  upon 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  ftate  the  outline  of  the 
propofition  with  which  he  meant  to  come  forward  on  the  en- 
fuing  Tuefday.  Perhaps,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man was  in  full  poffeffion  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  in  his 
(Mr  Fox's)  opinion,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mJght 
feel  the  lefs  objedlion  and  difficulty  in  dating  his  own  opi- 
nion. All  he  wiflied  was,  that  the  Houfe  might  know  what 
they  were  to  expedl  in  that  particular,  and  not  come  alto- 
gether unprepared  to  meet  it,- when  the  propofition  Ihould 
be  regularly  made.  In  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech,  he  had 
endeavoured  to  explain  a  matter,  refpefling  which,  h?  had  ' 
been  mifreprefented  in  another  place.  He  hoped  he  had  done 
it  latisfadlorily ;  but  if  any  gentleman  entertained  a  doubt 
xipon  any  part  of  what  he  had  faid,  he  fhould  be  happy  to 
rife  again,  to  anfwer  any  queftion  on  that  rubje<3,  and  to  give 
the  fulleft  explanation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  rifing  next,  begged  leave  to  remind  Mr.  rha»- 
the  Houfe,  that  they  had  juft  received  a  voluminous  report  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  fearch  for  precedents,  in 
order  that  gentlemen  might   have  every  information  before 
them,  to  guide  their  proceedings,  under  the  prefent  arduoM% 
and  fingular  fituation  of  the  country,  tV^at   x.\^e  WA\c^vw  cJt 
their  anceliors,  th'   ^atates  of  the  ^eaim^  aitvA^  X\^&  i.^cot^% 
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ef  Parliament,  could  afibrd;  and  he  had  mpved  to  lefer  that 
Report,    together  with  the  examination  of  Hi«  Maj^fty's 
phyficjans,    to  the  Committee  of  the  wlioJe  Houfe,   who 
were  to  take  the  ftatc  of  the  Nation  into  their  coniiderat ion 
upon  the  enfuing  Tuefday.     In  that  Committee,  the  topics 
touched  on  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  necef- 
farily  undergo  an  ample  difcufTion.     In  their  laft  debate  on 
the  fubjef^,  there  appeared  to  be  a  point  at  ifluc  between  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  and  hiinfelf;  and,  from  all  that 
the  right  honourable  gentlemai)  had  tbenfaiJ,  isflill  ap(>eared 
to  be  no  lefs  at    ifllie  than  bpfcrc.     The   right  honourable 
gentleman  explained,  as  he  thought  proper,  the  meaning  of 
a  very  eflentiai  part  of  his  fpeech,   on   the  preceding  Wed- 
nefday.     Mr.  Pitt  laid,  that  he  ihould   be  lorry   to  fix  on 
any  gentleman  a  meaning,  which  he  afterwards  declared  not 
to  have  been  his  meaning.     In  whatever  way,  therefore,    he 
had  before  underftooH  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  words 
relatvve  to  the  Prince's  foiber.ring  to  aflerc  his  claim,  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  matter  from  the  right  hofiourable  gentle- 
maiTs  prei'ent  explanation,  and  to  meet  it  upon  thofe grounds 
where  he  had  thui,  after  niaturer  deliberation,  thought  fit  to 
place  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  now  aflerted,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  rij^ht  to   exercife  the  Royal  au- 
thority, under  the  prefent  circumftances  vt  the  country,  but 
that  it  was  as  a  riglit  not  in  poiFelTion,  until  the  Prince  could 
exercife  it  on,  what  the  rig'nt  honourable  gentleman  called) 
the  adjudication  of  Parliament.     He,  on  his  part,  denied  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  any  right  whatever,  and  upon  that 
point  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  he  were  ftill  at 
ifiue;  an  iffue,  that,  in  his  uj^inion,  mufl  be  decided,  before 
they  proceeded  one  ftep  farther  in  the  great  and  important 
confiderations  to  he  difcuiied  and  determined.     Concerning 
one  part  of  the  light  honourable  gentlennn's  fpeech,  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  remain  filent,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  idons  in  that  roint  had  not  a'  oeared  to  him  to  be 
quite  accurate  iKxl  dfltinft.     l!-e  it:;nu'd  to  have  intended  to 
have  renoui!ctd  all  idra  of  the   PriiHe  of  Wales's  right  to 
afiume  the  exercii"--  of  the  Royal  p.'jdiority,  undir  the  pre- 
fent OF  fimilar  circuniHanres,  without  the  previous  adjudi- 
cation of  Parliament,  or  of  the  two  Houfes  ;  but,  ifheun- 
derllood   the  right  hoiiourable  gentleman  corre^ly,  he  had 
ufed  the  words,  "  during  the  rutinpr  of  Parliament ;"  the  plain 
inference  from  which  expreiiion  was,  tliat  if  P^irliament  were 
not  fitting,  the  Prince  of  Wales  coi^ld  afTiime  the  exercife  of 
the  Regal  authority.     Mr.  Pitt   dechred,  that  he  thought 
the  Prince  of  Wales  could,  in  no  oe  cale,  have  power  to 
aflume  the  right.     If  there  were  no  I'arliament  in  exiftence, 
hegruLihsd^  that  the  IWvr  i\v?^^^^''*^>  ^tXw.^^Xw  c.q>\\cvi\v  >«\\\!k 
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other  perfons  in  great  fituations,  might,  under  fuch  cifcum- 
ftances  as  the  prefent,  have  ilTued  writs,  and  convened  the 
two  Houfes,  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  the  exigency. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  be  juftified  by  the  necefliry   of  the 
cafe,  and  with  a  view  to  the  fafcty  of  the  nation,  which  fu- 
perfeded  all  forms;  but,  that  it  would  be  a  legal  and  formal 
fummons  of  the  Parliament,  or  that  a  Parliament  could  be 
called  together,  without  legal  authority,  he  muft  abfolutely 
..     deny.     Such  a  meeting  would  be  a  Convention,  like  to  thai 
aflembled  at  the  time  of  the  Abdication  of  James  the  Second, 
and  in  other  periods  of  difficulty ;  but  it  could  not  be  a  legal 
and  formal  calling  together  of  a  Parliament.     With  regard 
to  the  queftion  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  right  of  afTuming 
the  power,  during  the  intermiffion  of  Parliament,  and  his 
right  not  in  poffeffion,  as  it  was  called,  during  the  fitting  of 
Parliament,  he  need  not  reft  much  upon  the  diftindion,  de- 
nying, as  he  did,  that  any  right  to  alFume  the  Regal  autho- 
rity, under  any  circumftances,  independent  of  the  confent 
and   approbation  of  Parliament,    exifted  in  the   Prince  of 
Wales.     But,  fuppofing  the  right  of  aflumption  of  Royalty 
given  up  altogether,*  and  that  the  Prince  muft  have  the  right 
adjudged  by  Parliament,  he  denied  that  they  were  canvafiing 
a  right,  and  adling  as  judges,  as  the  fentiments  of  the  riglit 
honourable  gentleman  fo  manifeftly  intimated.     It  was  ful)- 
vcrfive  of  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution  to  admit,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales  might  feat  himfelf  on  the  throne,   dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  his  father;  and  the  intimation  of  the  ex- 
ifience  of  fuch  a  right,  as  he  had  remarked  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  prefented  a  queftion  of  greater  magnitude  and   im- 
portance even  than  the  prefent  exig«ncy,   and  the  provifion 
that  it  neceffarily  required;  aqueftion  that  involved  in  it  jthe 
principles  of  the  Conftitution,  the  proteJ^ion  and  lecurity  of 
our  liberties,  and  the  fafety  of  the  State  !  Whatever,  there- 
fore, might  be  the  order  of  their  proceeding,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  an  unanimous  concurrence  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  let  the  queftion  of  right,  which  had  been  ftart- 
cd,  undergo  admifSon,  without  its  being  fully  difcufled  and 
decided.     It  v^ras  aqueftion  that  ftiook  the  foundation  of  the 
.    Conftitution,  and  upon  the  decifion  of  which,  alLlhat  was 
-   dear  to  u?,  .-w  l^^rltons,  depended.     In  liis  opinion,  tlierefore, 
C    it  was  tlieir  iiift  duty  to  decide,  whether  there  were  any  right 
t    in  the  Prince  of  .Wales  to  claim  the  exercife  of  the  Regal 
:•    power,  under  any  circumflances  of  the  country,  indepen- 
jf   denr  of  the  aftual  demife  of  the  Crown:     In  thei  difcuffion 
H   of  the  powers  with  which  the  Regent  was  to   be   invefted, 
tt   there  might  be  differences  of  opinion,  whether  the  whole  aC 
e    the  Royal  prerogatives  fhould  be  delegated,  ou  tV.e.  ^co^cxvv^'i 
}  of  expediency ;  there  might  be  difFerences  oi  o\5\v\\o\\,  V4\\a- 
Vol.  XXV.  G  ^^'^^ 
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ther  a  portion  only  of  the  Royal  authority  fhould  be  dele*    ■ 
gated,  and  a  part  referved,   on  the  grounds  of  prudence  and 
difcretion.     Thefe  were  important  topics,  which  they  could    . 
not  difcufs,  unlefs  they  firft  knew,  whether  they  were  fit-    j 
ting  as  Judges,  or  as   a  Houfe   of  Parliament,  pofleiTing  a 
power  of  deliberation,  and  capable  of  exercifing  a  conilittt- 
tional  difcretion.     They  muft  firft  afcertairi,  whether  that 
which  Ihould  be  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
was  matter  of  adjudication   on  their   part,  of  right   in  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  or  as  a  truft  in  behalf  and  in  the  name  of 
His  Majelty ;  and  therefore,   he  fhould  think  it  his  duty  to 
bring  forward  the  queftion  of  right,  as  a  preliminary  quef- 
tion.     If  that  quellion  Ihould  be  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  fpecific  meafures.    Should  it,  how- 
ever, be  determined  upon  a  contrary  ground,  the  way  wpqid 
become  cleai"ed,  and  the  Houfe  would  know  how  to  proceed. 
He  had,  indeed,  mentioned  the  alternative,    but.  Heaven 
forbid,  that  the  fatal  alternative  flioulJ  be  decided  in  favour 
of  the  intimated  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  !    Mr.  Clian« 
cellor  Pitt  next  took  notice  of  the  call  which  Mr.  Fox  bad 
made  upon  him,  relative   to  the   future  propofitions  -to   be 
brought  forward  by  him  in  the  Committee  which  had  been 
moved  for,  to  take  into  confideration  the  State  of  the  Na- 
tion.    He  faid,  that  if  the  queftion  of  right  fhould  be  de- 
cided, as  he  thought   it  would,  upon  conftitutional  princi* 
pies,  he  fliould,  in  that  cafe,  certainly  proceed  to  propofe 
meafures  for  providing  for  the  interruption  of  the  Royal  au- 
thority, occafjoned  by  His  Majefty's  prefent  incapacity  to 
exercife  it ;  and  as  he  was  always  happy  when  he  could  con- 
cur with  the  requifition  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
he  would  ftatc  the  outline,  without  feeling  any  prejudice  to 
the  perfon  who  had  called  for  it;  but,  he  begged  to  have  it 
underftood,  that  what  he  was  about  to  ftate,  was  not  to  bt 
a  matter  of  debate  at  that  moment,  nor  were  any  arguiBents 
then  to  be  raifed  upon  it.     He  proceeded   to  declare,   that 
however  decided  he  might  be  in  his  opinion  againft  the  whole» 
or  any  part,  of  the  Regal  power  being  vefted  in  thePrincecrf 
Wales,  as  a  matter  of  right,  in  any  way  in  which  that  right 
had  been  explained,  he  was  equally  ready  to  fay,  that,  as  a 
.  matter  of  difcretion,  and  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  highly  defirable,  that  whatever  part  of 
the  Regal  power  it  was  neceffary  fhould  be  exercifed  at  all, 
during  this  unhappy  interval,  mould  be  vefted  in  a  fmgle 
perfon,  and  that  this  perfon  fliould  be  the  Prince  of , Wales. 
That  he  alfo  tliought  it  moft  confiftent  with  true  conftitu- 
tional principles,  and  moft  for  the  public  convenience,  th^t 
his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  exercife   that  portion  of  autho- 
rity,  whatever  it  might  be,  xinfeueiti  b-^  ;jlxv>j  ^^w^v^okcvX. 
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council,  and  with  the  free  choice  of  his  political  fervants. 
With  regard  to  the  portion  of  Royal  authority  which  ought 
to  be  given,  or  that  which  ought  to  be  withholden,  it  would 
be  premature,  in  this  ftage,  to  enter  into  the  particular  dif- 
cuflion  of  it ;  but  he  had  no  objeflion,  even  now,  to  declare 
in  general,  that  whatever  authority  was  neceflary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  public  bufinefs,  witli  vigour  and  difpatch,  and 
for  providing,  during  this  interval,  for  the  fafety  and  inte- 
reftsof  the  country,  ought  to  be  given;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  any  authority,  not  neceflary  for  thofe  purpofes,  and 
capable  of  being,  by  poffibility,  em|3loyed  in  any  way  which 
might  tend  to  embarrafs  the  exercife  of  the  Kling*8  lawful 
authority,  when  he  ftiould  be  enabled  to  refume  it  into  his 
own  hands,  ought  to  be  withholilcn  ;  becaufe,  from  its  be- 
ing given,  more  inconvenience  n^ight  arife  to  the  future  in- 
terefts  both  of  the  People  and  of  the  Crown,  than  any  which 
could  arife,  in  the  mean  time,  from  its  temporary  fufpen- 
fion. 

Mr.  Pitt  added,  that  he  could  juftify  the  principles  of  this 
explicit  declaration  of  his  intention^  on  the  ground,  that 
whatever  was  given  to  the  Regent,  or  withholden,  ought  to 
be  given,  or  withholden,  with  a  view  to  the  moment  when 
His  Majefty  fhould  be  capable  of  refuming  his  rightful  pre- 
rogatives ;  a  circnmftance  to  which  it  peculiarly  became  him 
to  look,  in  the  fituation  in  which  he  flood,  honoured  with 
the  confidence  of  a  Sovereign  to  whom  he  was  bound,  and 
ftrongly  attached,  by  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  duty-^but  of 
that  he  would  fay  no  more.  Whatever  judgement  might  be 
formed  of  what  he  had  declared,  he  was  confcious  of  having 
given  a  free  and  an  honeft  opinion,  and  was  fatisfied  with 
that  confcioufnefs.  He  conceived,  it  could  not  be  thought 
neceflary  for  him  to  go  any  farther  into  the  fubjesSl,  as  the 
adjuftment  of  the  whole  proceeding  muft  reft  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  where  it  would  be  ne- 
ceflary to  come  forward  with  the  different  propofitions  fe- 
parately,  and  to  proceed,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  mark  and  define, 
by  diftin£l  refolutions,  what  parts  of  the  Royal  prerogative 
fliould  be  given  to  the  Regent,  and  what  withholden. 

Mr.  Fox  anfwered,  that  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  ^*"-  '"^*' 
right  honourable  gentlern.in  had  nearly  ftated  every  point 
which  he  had  defired,  and  indeed  full  as  much  as  he  either 
did,  or  had  any  right  to  expcdl  from  him,  and  that  with  ex- 
treme candour.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  hnd  taken  a  dif- 
tin(ftion  between  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  while  Par- 
liament was  fitting,  and  his  right  while  Parliament  was  not 
fitting,  and  had  aiked  what  would  have  been  the  Prince's  con- 
du£l  under  the  latter  circumftance?  lu  l\\At  ctvfe  \\\^*\^<yf^ 
isLid)  he  fappofsd  the  Prince  would  hawe  iowe  vj\\;jX  n^cv^  x\^vl 
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honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  might  have  been  done ;  he 
would  have  convened  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  and  in- 
ferred to  thar convention,  the  confideration  of  the  State  of 
the  Nation,  and  cxpeftcd  when  they  declared  the  incapacity 
of  the  King,  that  they  would  have  alfo  declared  his  right  t# 
theRtgency.   S6xne  words  had  flipped  intotlie  right  honoura? 
hie  gentleman's  f^eech  which  feemed  to  infinuate,  that  he  had 
put  the  Regency  in  a  point  of  view  very  different  from  that  . 
in  which  he  had  placed  it.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  remarked  the  Houfe  was  to  decide  whether  it  was  a  right 
or  a  tri-ift.     When   he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  fiated  that  the  Prince 
of  Wales  had  a  right  to  exercile  the  royal  authority,  he  moft 
undoubtedly  meant  to  exercife  it  as  a  truft  from  the  people^ 
which   Parliament  might   refume,  alter  and  modify,  jufl  as 
Parliament  thought   proper.     If  that  trufl  were  abufcd   ef- 
fentially,  the  People  of  England  might  refume  it  without  the' 
Parliament,   as  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  the  Revolution. 
The  Regency  was  a  truft,  on  behalf  of  the  People,  for  which 
the  Prince  was  refpofible,  in  like  manner  as  His  Majefty,  and 
every  Monarch  that  ever  fat  upon  the  throne,  were  refpon- 
fible  for  the  du^  execution  of  their  high  office.    Sovereignty 
was  a  truft  depending  on  the  natural   liberties  of  mankincU 
But,  his  notions  on  Revolution  dodtrines  had  been  fo  often 
flated,  and  were  (he  conceived)  fo  well  known  in  that  Houfe, 
that  he  fcarcely  fuppofed  it  would   be  imputed  to  him,  that 
he  mearU  to  deny  that  the  Regency  was  a  truil  ;  far  from  it ; 
he  had  upon  that  ground  urged  the  Prince's  right  to  be  here- 
ditary, conceiving  an  hereditary  fucceffion  the  beft  fecurity  to 
the  People  for  the  due  difcharge  and  faithful  execution  of  the 
important  trull  vefled  by  ihem  in  their  Governors.     Mr.  Fox 
took  notice  of  the  al)rtra£l  queftion  of  right,  which   he  oh- 
fcrved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared  he 
would  bring  forward  in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  added,  that  until    he   faw  the  words 
of  the  propofilion,  it  was  impofRble   for   him  to  f peak  to  it. 
It  mlglit  be  a  propofuion,  which   the   Committee  would  af- 
firm ;  it  might  be  a  proportion  which  the  Committee  would 
neither  iiffirni  nor  deny,  but  wave  the  confideration  of.   With 
reg.ird  to  the  fteps  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
f.nd  he  would  take  in   the  Committee,  there  might  be  objec- 
tions ori'ered   to  his   intended    mode  of  proceeding,    and   he 
would   liate  what   thoie   objedlicns   vt^ere,    without    arguing 
upon   any  of  them.     The   right  honourable  gentleman   had 
faid,  to  whom  the  powers  of  the  Royal  authority  fliould.be 
enirufted  ;  and  after  having   refolving  that,  he  had  declared 
that  only  a  portion   of  thoie   powers   fliould   be  given.     A    ■. 
qiieflion  might  arife  l>etween  thofe  two  fteps;  upon  a  debate 
wlKther  there  (liould  be  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  the  Royal 
authority  Fe/ied  in  the  Regent.     Mr.¥c»Lc:ov\vAe.\^^>}o:\'s»\VL. 
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two  different  points  of  view,  as  a  guoftion  of  right,  and  as  a 
qurftion  of  expediency.  He  doubted  whether  the  plan  of 
proceeding  ftep  by  ftep  could  legally  be  purfued  ;  and  whe- 
ther, allowing  for  the  moment,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
no  right,  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  could  propofe  an  a6fc 
of  l^iflation.  He  doubted  alfo,  whether  they  muft  not  ne* 
ceffanly,  in  the  firft  infiance,  fet  up  fomething  for  a  King, 
to  give  his  confent  to  the  propofed  defalcation  of  Royal  au« 
thority,  whatever  it  might  be.  Reftoringthe  Royal  autho- 
rity, Teemed  to  him  to  be  clearly  the  firft  ftep  that  muft  be 
taken,  and  he  conceived  that  the  two  Houfes  could  not  bar- 
gain with  the  Regent  beforehand  for  the  diminution  of  regal 
power.  He  profefled  that  he  faw  no  fort  of  neceffity  for 
coming  to  a  di^ifion  on  an  ahflradl  propofition,  when  they 
had  meafures  of  fo  much  folidity  and  fubftance  to  take  ; 
where  the  portion  of  power  that  muft  be  withheld  was  fo 
little,  the  ftating  an  abftradl  propofition  was,  in  his  mind, 
ufelefs  ;  he  thought  it,  therefore,  much  better  to  wave  it, 
and  for  both  Houfes  to  convince  men  by  their  adls,  and  not 
by  abflradl  refolutions.     The  right  honourable  gentleman's 

'  intentions  (he  obferved)  were  plain  and  manifeft  ;  and  he  had, 
on  his  part,  expteflly  ftated  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft,  which 
was  to  inveft  his  Royal  Highnefs  with  the  whole^not  a  portion, 
of  the  royal  powers.  Both  fides  of  the  Houfe  were  there- 
fore fuflBciently  underftood,  and  the  queftion  confequently 
would  be,  whether  it  was  expedient  to  make  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Regent,  or  a  Parli^imentary  Regent,  and  thus  give  a 
fituation  and  create  a  power,  hitherto  unknown  to  our  Con- 
ftitution,  by  placing  a  perfon  in  the  fituation  of  the  King 
without  regal  powers. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  he  rofe  merely  to  prevent  any  j^^.  gj^^, 
conclufjon  being  drawn  from  lilence  that  he  concurred  in  the  da*. 
propriety  or  expediency   of  putting  the  abftradl  propofition 
in  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.     He  for  one,  felt   it  his 

-  duty  to  contend  againft  the  difcu/lion  of  any  fuch  propofi- 
tion, declaring  that  it  was  neither  likely  to  maintain  and  fe- 
cure  the  promotion  of  the  good  or  of  the  peace  of  the  Public, 
It  could' not  conciliate,  but.  on  the  contrary,  it  might  cre- 
ate diflentipns  and  animofities,  and  therefore,  he  contended 
that  it  would  be  extremely  unwife,  as  it  was  obvioufly  un- 
neceffary,  to  agitate  it  or  prefs  the  Houfe  to  come  to  2.ny  vote 
Xipon  it.     He   begged  leave  to  remind   the  right  honourable 

fentfcman  of  the  danger  of  provoking  that  claim  to  be  afltrted 
a  loud  cry  of  Hear  1  Hear  !]  which  he  obferved  had  not  yet 
heen  preferred.  [Another  cry  of  Hear  !  Hear  !]  He  repeated 
his  words,  and  alked,  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
Qhufe  to  have  his  own  propofition  put  upon  lUt  5 ^uttxtA^^  Vok 
have  it  recorded  as  his  opinion,  That  l\\e  Pnnee  o^"^' Ae& 
JwJ  no  more  right  to  exeicife  the  Roval  auX.hov\t^  3^vxnv\^~v\\ft 
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incapacity  of  the  King,  than  any  other  individual  fubjefl  ? 
It  he  would  not,  why  would  he  prefs  an  abArad  propolition 
UMt  muft  throw  tlie  nation  into  anarchy  and  confuiion  ? 
Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  that  he  felt  fo  ahfolute  a  conviSion, 
that  he  was  fure  no  man,  who  was  not  aftuated  hy  a  fpirit  cf 
diflfcntion,  would  propofe  it. 
Mr.       .   Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  declared,  that  he  could  not  avoid' rifing 

Chan.Pitt  to  animadvert  upon  the  manner  in  which  tl^e  honourable  g^en- 
tleman  had  thouj^ht  proper  to  treat  what  had  fallen  from  him 
in  complianre  wiihllie  requed  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr,  Fox).  I'he  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen  ri- 
iher  indifcreetJy,  and  with  a  degree  of  warmth  altog-rther  un- 
called for,  to  enter  into  a  difculFion  of  the  propriety  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  propolition  not  then  before  the  Houfe,  but 
which  would  come  regularly  under  difcuflion  upon  a  faturc 
day.  It  was  evident  that  there  were  hut  two  opinions  on  the 
.jjueflion  that  had  been  hitherto  a?:itated,  touching  the  prefent 
exigency,  in  conCequence  of  His  Majelly's  incapacity  to  ex- 
ercife  the  ivoyal  authority  ;  the  one,  that  they  were  to  dcli- 
l>eiate  on  one  of  the  moli  inttrefting  points  that  ever  came 
before  a  Houfe  of  Parliament;  the  other,  that  they  were  to 
proceed  to  an  adjudication  of  one  of  the  moft  important  rightf 
that  ever  was  churned.  In  the  difcuflion  of  thefe  opinions, 
the  Houfe  (lie  irulled)  would  do  their  duty  in  fpite  of  any 
threat,  however  high  the  authority  from  which  it  might  pro- 
ce,ed. 
Lord  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  begged  leave  to  remark  that   the 

Frederick  honourable  gentleman   had   thrown  out    imputations    whrch 

Campbell,  hurt  his  feelings  exceedingly.  He  did  not  underftand  that 
any  Member  had  a  right. to  impute  bad  intentions  to  another. 
As  to  his  own,  he  could  venture  to  declare  that  they  were 
pure  and  honourable.  With  regard  to  the  quefton  of  right, 
the  queftion  muft  necefllirily  he  difcuflt'd  before  any  othw. 
He  had,  the  other  day,  heard  it  doubted,  whether  they  wfcpe 
a  Parliament  or  a  Convention.  It  had  even  been  afked,  i^he- 
ther  the  Speaker  had  a  right  to  iflue  writs,  and  otheVoflfenfive 
expreflions  had  been  uled. which  he  did  not  recolie<5i.' '  He 
wanted  to  know  whether  he  had  a  right  to  debate,  and  there 
was  no  other  way  of  putting  it  out  of  doubt,  whether  they 
were  a  Parliament  or  not,  but  by  coming  to  a  decifion  of  the 
quefUor.  of  right. 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr,  Fax  aiifwcred,  that  it  was  a  pity  that  the  noble  Lord 
could  not  recolledi  what  he  had  complained  of  as  cffenfive  ex-' 
preilions.  With  regard  to  the  doubt  whether  the  Speaker 
would  reco!Ie<^,  it  originated  with  himfelf  and  not  with  him. 
As  to  the  noble  Lord's  declaration  that  his  motivt^s  were  poPe, 
and  honourable,  as  they  ought  to  be,  he  had  always  had  the 
gnnd  fortune  to  have  the  nob\e  Lord  \v\v\\  \\\vc\>NV\tv\  he  wa«  in 
o^ce,  but  never  had  that  cood  t'otluw^  \?j\\^xv  o^^x^l  \\\%\sV\- 
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jefty**fcrvvce.  Herccolleftedthat  the  noble  Lord  had  fupported 
him  in  oppofing  a  .diflglution  of  Parliament,  but  that  he  was 
with  the  Minifler  when  the  new  Parliament  ailembled  :  a  proof 
that  warm  and  zealous  as  the  part  which  the  noble  Lord  took 
againft  the  diflblution  had  b^en,  the  noble  Lord's  opinion  had 
become  altered  much  fooner  than  his  own  had  changed. 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell  in  reply  declared  that  he  had  not  j^^^ 
anfwered  at  all  to  what  that  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  prcdcrick 
but  to  word$  fpoken  by  the  honourable  gentleman  near  him.  CampbtU. 
With  tegard  to  his  want  of  iccolledlion  of  what  had  pnfled 
on  a  former  day,  the  faft  was,  he  did  recolle£l  the  expreflions 
to  which  he  alluded,  but  that  he  did  not  choofe  to  repeat 
grievances.  He  recolle6led  the  word  recogniuon^  which  had 
given  him  pain,  not  but  that  he  wiflied  His  Royal  Highnefs 
as  well,  as  other  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  did.  No  perfon 
could  wifh  him  better  when  he  had  a  proper  power,  nor  was 
more  willing  to  fubmit  to  him  when  he  ftiould  be  manager  of 
the  country.  (Here  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  opposition 
burft  into  a  laugh,  at  which  the  noble  lord  took  oftence,  and 
faid,  with  wirmth,  he  would  not  be  laughed  out  of  hischa- 
rafter,  though  he  was  no  orator,  and  ieldom  troubled  the 
Houfe.     He  fpoke  merely  as  his  feelings  impelled). 

Mr.  Sha\dan  faid,  that  he  certainly  did  not  deferve  to  be  ^y-  Sbe- 
included  under  the  dcfcription  of  thofe  who  had  laughed.  r*^*»* 
He  denied  that  he  had  ufed  any  threat,  as  imputed  to  him  by 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  remarked,  that  he  had  only  fpokeii 
.  of  the  danger  that  might  arife,  if  the  Prince  (hould  be  pro- 
voked to  prefer  a  claim,  which  he  certainly  had  not  yet  pre- 
ferred, and  thedifcuffion  of  which  he  muft  continue  to  think  as 
mifchieyous  in  its  tendency, as  it  was  undoubtedly  unneceflary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  his  fatisfadlion  at  having  Mr.Chin- 
beard  fuch  an  explanation.  Had  the  honourable  gentlemarj  ccUorPitt 
been  equally  guarded  before,  he  fhould  not  have  thought  it 
necfjQTary  to  have  taken  notice  of  what  he  could  not  conceive 
but  to  be- a  threat.  The  phrafe  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  ipade  ufe  of,  was  the  affertion  and  not  the  preference  ; 
but  when  that  threat  came  from  fo  high  an  authority  he  could 
not  fuffer  it  to  pafs  unnoticed. 

Mr.    Sheridan  complained   that  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  put  j^j^.  g|^^^ 
words  inro  h's  ihouth  which  he  did  not  fpeak.  ridan. 

The  qr..-fti(;n  was  tlun  pat  and  agreed  to. 

It  was  then  moved. 

**  That  the  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  exa- 
mine His  Majefty's  phyficians  ;  alfo 

**  1  he  Report  of  the  Member's  of  His  Majefly's  moft 
honourable  Piivv  Council;  and  alfo 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  feavcK  i^'t 
precedents,  be  referred  to  the  laid  Comawviec.'^ 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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Tuefdayy   idth  December. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  "  That  the  order  of  the  day 
"  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  infc  a  Committee,  on  the 
"  confideration  of  the  State  of  the  Nation,  be  read  V*  which 
being  done  accordingly,  together  with  the  order  for  refer- 
ring the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  and  re- 
port the  examinations  of  the  King's  phyficians,  and  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  appouited  to  fearch  for,  examine, 
and  report  precedents,  to  the  faid  Committee.  He  next 
moved,  "  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair ;"  which 
having  been,  on  the  queftion  put,  agreed  to,  Mr.  Brook 
Watfon  took  his  feat  at  the  table. 
Ifr.  Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  now  rofe,  and,  having  premifed  that 
:#ilor  Phe.  the  Houfe  were  then  in  a  Committee  to  take  into  confide- 
ration the  State  of  the  Nation,  under  circumftances  the  moft 
calamitous  which  had  befallen  the  country  at  any  period,  re- 
marked, that  it  was  then  a  century  ago  fince  any  point  of 
equal  importance- had  engaged  the  attention  of  that  Houfe* 
The  circum fiance  that  had  then  occurred,  was  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  between  which,  however,  and  the  prefent  circum- 
ilance,  there  was  a  great  and  eflential  difference.  At  that 
time,  the  two  Houfes  had  to  provide  for  the  filling  up  of  a 
throne,  that  was  vacant  by  the  abdication  of  Jam^s  the  Se- 
cond; at  prefent,  they  had  to  provide  for  the  exercifeof  the 
Royal  authority,  when  His  Majefty's  political  capacity  was 
whole  and  entire,  and  the  throne  confequently  full,  although 
in  faft  all  the  various  fundtions  of  the  Executive  Go^ 
vernment  were  fufpended,  but  which  fufpenfion  they  had 
every  reafon  to  expeft  would  be  but  temporary.  There 
could  not,  he  faid,  be  but  one  fentiment  upon  that  head, 
which  was,  that  the  moft  fanguine  of  His  Majefty's  phyfi- 
cians  could  not  effeft  a  cure  more  fpeedily,  than  it  was  the 
anxious  wifli  of  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  and  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  His  Majefty's  fubjec^s,  that  his  cure  might  beeiFefted, 
and  that  he  might  thence  be  enabled  again  to  refume  the 
cxercife  of  his  own  authority.  During  the  temporary  corf 
ttnuance,  however,  of- His  Majefty's  malady,  it  was  their 
indifpenfable  duty  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  Le- 
giflature,  in  order  that  a  due  regard  might  be  had  to  the 
fafety  of  the  Crowi%  and  to  the  interefts  of  the  l^eople.  The 
firft  Report  before  the  Committee  eftabliftied  the  melancholy 
faft,  that  had  rendered  their  deliberations  neceflary  ;  the  fe- 
cond  contained  a  colledtion  of  fuch  precedents,  fele£^ed  from 
the  hiftory  of  former  times,  as  were  in  any  degree  analogous 
to  the  prefent  unfortunate  fituation  of  the  country ;  and,  al- 
though  he  would  not  undertake  to  fa^  V^^^t  ft.\ll  w^otcprece- 
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dents  migbt  not  have  been  found,  yet,  fuch  as  the  Report 
contained,  would  ferve  to  throw  a  confiderable  degree  of 
light  on  the  fubjed,  and  point  out  to  the  Houfe  the  mode  of 
proceeding  moft  proper  to  be  adopted.  N*twithfianding 
the  magnitude  of  the  queftion,  what  provifion  ought  to  be 
made  for  fupplying  the  deficiency,  there  was  a  queftion  of 
a  greater  and  ftill  more  important  nature,  which  muft  be  dif- 
cufled  and  decided  firft,  as  a  preliminary  to  their  future 
tranfadlions,  with  a  view  to  the  prefent  exigency.  The 
queftion  to  which  he  alluded,  was.  Whether  any  perfon  had 
a  right,  either  to  aflume  or  to  claim  the  exercife  .of  the 
Royal  authority,  during  the  incapacity  and  infirmity  of  th« 
Sovereign ;  or,  whether  it  was  the  riglit  of  the  Lords  and 
'Commons  of  England  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
Legillature,  refulting  from  fucli  incapacity  ?  On  a  fornfter 
day,  he  had  ftated,  that  in  confequence  of  an  aflertion  having 
been  made  in  that  Houfe,  that  a  right  attached  to  his  Royal 
Highncfsthe  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Heir  Apparent,  toexercili 
Sovereign  authority,  as  foon  as  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment declared  His  Majefty,  from  illnefs  an.l  indifpofition, 
incapable  of  exercifing  his  Royal  funi^ions;  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  abfolutely  and  indifpenlu^ly  neceflary>  that  the 
qyeftion  of  right  Ihould  be  firft  decided  by  the  Committee, 
before  they  took  a  fingle  ftep  to  provide  for  the  deficiency 
of  the  third  ^ftate  of  tlie  realm.  By  tlie  aflertion  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  fuch  a  right,  no  matter  whoth-tr  a  right  tliat  could. 
be  aflumed  in  the  firft  inftance,  or  a  right  wliich  attaclied, 
srfter  the  itclaration  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  that  His 
Majefty  was  incapable,  a  doubt  had  been  tlirowji,  upon  the 
cxiftence  of  what  he  had  ever  confidered  as  tlie  moil  (acred 
and  important  rights  of  the  two  Houfes ;  and  it  became  ab- 
folutely neceflary  for  them  to  decide  that  doubt,  and,  by 
fuch  decifion,  afcertain  whethtT  tliey  had  a  right  to  delibe- 
rate, or  whether  their  proceedings  muft  be  exceedingly 
fhort,  and  they  fliould  have  only  to  adjudge,  that  fuch  a 
right  as  had  been  mentioned  was  legally  vefted  in  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  moft  cid  jan  afling  dif- 
ficulties  had,  indeed,  been  thrown  upon  their  proceedings, 
by  the  aflertion,  that  fuch  a  claim  exifted  ;  and  although  he 
was  free  to  confefs,  that  the  aflertion  had  not  been  made  from 
any  authority,  and  that  they  had  fince  heard,  though  not 
in  that  Houfe,  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  claim  fliould 
be  made,  yet  having  been  once  ftated,  by  a  very  refpeclable 
Member  of  that  Houfe,  as  his  opini6n,  it  was  an  opinion 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  pafl[ed  by  unnoticed.  Mr. 
Pitt  added,  that,  upon  this  occafion,  he  muft  iwu^^i  x^^ 
Houfe  to  remember,  however,  that  \Ae  Vv^.i  wol  ?\\tx>i\  ^^^^ 
micilion  of  right  oririnalJy.  If,  tVierefore,  ^'an  ^^x\on3i^  ^'2^'^- 
Vol.  XXV.  H  ^^^ 
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gcr  were  aft  trail  y  to  be  dreaded,  by  its  being  difcuffed  and 
decided,  that  danger  and  its  confequences  were  folely  xo>- 
putable  to  the  firft  ftirrer  of  the  queftion,  and  not  to  him. 
Had  the  doubt  never  been  raifed,  an  exprefs  declaratioir  on 
the  fubje6l  had  not  been  neceffary  ;  but,  as  the  matter  ftood, 
fuch  a  declaration  mull  be  made  one  way  or  the  other.  He 
begged,  however,  that  it  might  not  be  imputed  to  him,  that 
he  wasdefirous  of  wafting  time  in  bringing  forward  any  alv* 
ftra6l,  or  fpeculative,  or  theoretical  queftibn.  An  afaftraft 
queftion,  in  his  conception  of  it,  was  a  queftion  wholly  1U»^ 
neceffary,  the  difcuflion  of  which  could  anfwer  no  end,  nor 
could  its  decifion  afford  any  light  to  guide  and  affift  them  irf 
their  proceedings.  Of  a  very  different  nature  was  the  quef- 
tion of  right ;  it  was  a  queftion  that  ftood  in  the  way  of  alt 
fubfequent  proceeding,  the  refolving  of  which  muft  neeef* 
farily  decide  upon  the  whole  of  their  conduft,  with  regard 
to  the  prefent  important  bufinefs  ;  they  were  not  free  to  de- 
liberate and  determine,  while  the  doubt  of  an  exifting  right 
or  claim  hung  over  their  heads;  they  could  not  fpeak  intel- 
ligibly, or  to  any  purpofe,  until  they  knew  their  proper  eha- 
raders,  and  whether  they  were  exercifing  their  own  rights ' 
for  the  fafety  of  the  Crown,  and  tlie  interefts  of  the  peopl^ 
or  whether  they  were  ufurping  that  which  had  never '  be- 
longed to  them.  On  that  ground  it  was,  thnt  he  had  de- 
clared the  queftion  of  right  not  to  be  an  abfti*i6b  queftion^  a 
fpeculative  queftirn,  or  a  theoretical  queftion.  The  firft 
information  which  the  papers  that  had  been  referred  to  th© 
Committee  afforded,  was  that  which  he  fliouM  make  the 
firft  refojution.  It  was  a  refolution  of  ^aft,  as  .the  ground 
of  thofe  that  were  defigned  by  him  to  follow  it;  a  refblu^ 
tion,  ftating  that  whitrh  the  language  of  all  His  Majefty's 
pbyfieians  afforded  fufficient  proof  of,  that  His  Majeity 
was  incapable,  from  illnefs,  of  coming  to  his  Parliament, 
or  attending  to  any  public  bufinefs,  whence  arofe  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority.  To  that 
refolution  of  fa<51:,  he  conceived  there  could  not  be  any  ob- 
j^ion.  His  next  refolution,  would  be  the  refolution  pf 
right,  •  couched  in  part  in  the  words  of  the  Bill  of  Rights^ 
and  ftatinj?,  ^^  That  it  was  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Lords 
^*  Spiritual 'and  Temporal,  and  of  the*  Houfe  of  Commom, 
<*  as  the  rightful  reprefentatives  of  all  the  eftates  of  the 
"  people  of  England,  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
"  Legiflature,  by  the  ijiterruption  of  the  exercife  of  the 
^*  Royal  authority,  "in  confequence  of  His  Majefty's  ih6t- 
*'  pacity,  through  indifpofition."  Here,  Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt  renewed  his  arguments  in  fupport  ot  the  claim  of  tht 
(WQ  Houks  of  Parliament,  dsQlarin^  that^  under  the  prp- 
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feat  circumftances  of  the  country,  it  was  his  firm  and  unal* 
tejcable  opinion,  that  it  was  the  abfolute  and  undeniable  right 
jof  thd'two  Houfes,  on  the  part  of  the  People,  to  provide  for 
the  revival  of  the  third  eftate.     He  declared,  he  would  ftate 
the  point  at  iflue  between  him  and  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman oppofite  to   him  fairly      He  wiftied  not  to  take  any 
advantage  of  any  Ihades  of  difference  between  them,  but  to 
argue  upon  the  folid  and  fubftantial  diflerence  of  their  opi- 
nions*    If  he  had  conceived  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
properly,  he  had   afferted,  that,  i»^  his  opinion,  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  as  Heir  Apparent,    upon   the  incapacity  of  th« 
Sovereign  to  exercife  the  Sovereign  authority  being  declared, 
had  as  clear,  as  perfeft,  and  as  indifputable  a  right,  to  take 
upon  himfelf  the  full  exercife  of  all  the  authorities  and  pre- 
rc^tivesof  his  father,  as  if  His  Majefty  had  undergone  an 
a&ual  demife.     If  it  could  be  proved  to  exift  by  any  prece- 
.dcnts,  drawn  from  hiftory,  or  founded   in  law,  or  by  the 
analogy  of  the  Con/titution,  he  wiflied  to  have  been  told 
what  tlK)fe  precedents  were,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  the  ground 
would  be  narrowed,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
rendered  fhort  and  iimple,  as  they  would  have  no  power  nor 
occafion  to  deliberate;  the  only  llep  they  could  take,  would 
be  to  recognize  the  claim  of  right*     That  claim  of  right, 
however,  he  flatly  denied  to  luve  any  exiftence  capable  of 
being  fuftained  by    fuch  proof  -as  he  had   litentioned.     ITio 
right  of  providing  for  the  deficiency  of  the  Royal  authority, 
he  contended,  refied  with  the  two  remaining  branches  of  the 
I^giflature,     He  profeffed  himfelf  exceedingly  happy  to  hear 
that  a  declaration  had  been  made  in  another  place,  from  high 
authority,  that  the  right  ftated  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  that  Houfe,  to  have  exiftence,  was  not  meant  to 
be  urged  by  a  great  perfonage.     He  came  that  day,  confirm- 
ed in  every  opinion  which  he  had  before  ftated  ;  and,  parti- 
cularly, confirmed  in    the  opinio,n,  that  no   fuch  right  or 
claim  refted    in  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Heir  Apparent,  to 
exercife  the  Royal  authority,  during  the  incapacity  of  the 
Sovereign,  could  be  proved,  either  from  precedents  drawn 
from  hiftory,  or  from  the  law,  or  from    the   fpirit  of  the 
Conftitution.     He  begged  leave  to  remind   the  Committee, 
that  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  firft  mentioned 
the  right  of  the   Prince   of  Wales   in   this    particular,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman   had  declared  he  was  willing  t<9 
vrave  the  motion  for  a  Committee  to  fearch  for   precedents, 
bccatfe  that  he  was  perfuaded,  and   the   Houfe  muft  allow, 
that  no  precedent  could  be  found  that  bore  upon  the  parti- 
cular cafe  of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the 
Crown  being  of  full   age,  and  capable  of  taVm^  ow\\\\tv^^Sl 
the  exercife  o f  the  Roy Sil  authority,  undei  ?wcYv  cucwykv^^tvc^^ 
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as  the  prefent.     There  certainly  was  no  cafe  precifely  in 
point;  but,  though  their  Committee  above  flairs  could  not 
find  a  cafe  precifely  in  point,  they  had  furniflied  the  Houf© 
^'ith  many  precedents,   from  which    analogies    might   be 
drawn.     He  called  upon  the  right  honourable  gentleman  opr 
pofite  to  him,  to  point  out  a  fingle  cafe  analogous  to  the  in- 
fancy, infirmity,  or  ilhiefs  of  a  Sovereign,  in  which  the  full 
powers  of  Sovereignty  were  exercifed  by  any  one  petfon 
whatever.     If  the  riglit  attaclitd  to  liis  Royal  Highnefs,  un- 
der the  prfe Pent  circumilances,  in  the  fame  manner  as  on  the 
demife  of  his  father,  an  Ueir  Prefumptive  would  fucceed  mt 
perfectly  as  an    Heir  Apparent,  and,  in  purfifance  of  that 
dc-flrine,  thofe  precedents  that  would  attach  in  the  one  cafe, 
would  attach  in  the  other.     For  precedents  that  were  ana- 
logous, he  would  refer  the  Committee  to  the  Report  on  the 
table.     The  precedents  in  which,  though  they  might   not 
throw  all  the  light  on  the  fubjeftthat  could  be  wifhed,  cer- 
tainly tended  to  elucidate  it  confiderably.     He  would  refer 
to  fome  of  the  precedents,  and  convince  gentlemen,   that 
their  refult  formed  the  moft  undeniable  proof,  that  no  fuch 
right  exifted  as  had  been  pretended.     The  firft  precedent  waa 
taken  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  when  no  Heir 
Apparent  had  claimed  the  exercife   of  the  Royal  authority. 
The  Parliament  of  thofe  days,  whether  wifely  or  not  was-na 
qaeftion  before  the  Committee,  provided  a  Council  about  the 
King's  perfon  to  a6t  for  him ;  ia  clear  proof)  that  they  con'^ 
ceived  the  power  exifted  with  them  to  provide  for  the  exer- 
cife of  the  Royal  authority.     The  next  precedent  was  ia 
the  reign  of  Richard  the  Second,  when  Counfellors  were  alfa 
appointed  to  exercife  the  Regal  power.     The  third  precedeni? 
occurred  in  the  infancy  of  Henry  the  Sixth.     At  that  time, 
the  Parliament  were  called  together  by   the  young  King^a 
fecond  uncle,  the  firft  being  ftill  living,  but  out  (rf  the  king-i 
dom  ;  and  that  aft  was  ratified  by  Parliament,  they  not  con- 
fidering  it  fufEcient  that  it  was  done  by  the  authority  of  the 
Duke.     In  that  inftance,    again,  it  was  clear,  that  the  Re- 
gency was  carried  on  by  the  Parliament.     Thefe  three  in- 
Sances  were  the  principal  of  thofe  ftated  in  the  Report  oif 
their  Committee;  fubfequent  precedents  would  prove,  that 
no  one  inftance  could  be  found  of  any  perfon's  having  exer^^ 
cifed  the  Royiil  authority,  durinp^  the  infancy  of  a  King,  but 
by  the  gvant  of  the  two  Hcufes  of  Parliament,  excepting  only 
where  a  previous  provifion  had  been  made.     Having  thus  fir- 
mentioned  the  power  of  Parliament,  during  the  infincy  of.;^ 
King,  he  ohferved,  that  he  would  next  ftate  their  powor, 
during  the  King's  abfence  ;  and  if,  in  that  cafe,  itftouMbe 
,  afiertedj  that  t!ie  Heir  Apparent  had  a  right  to  exercife  th« 
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Royal  authority^  let  t|ie  Committee  confuler  hovr  the  afler- 
tion  would  ftand. 

'  It  had  been  advanced,  that,  in  the  majority  of  fuch  cafes,  the 
power  had  been  given  to  the  Prince  ot  Wales.  If  fuch  cafes 
could  be  adduced,  they  would  (he  owned)  he  cafes  in  point  ; 
hut,  then,  to  prove  what  ?  To  prove,  that  fuch  Heirs  Appa- 
rent poflefled  no  inherent  right.  If  a  right  exifted  to  repre-p  ^ 
fcnt  the  King,  it  muft  be  a  perfecJl,  and  an  entire  right,  a 
right  admitting  of  no  modification  whatever,  hecaufe  if  any 
thing  ihort  of  the  whole  power  were  given,  it  wou^d  he  lefs 
than  by  ri^ht' could  be  claimed,  and  eonfequently  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  no  fuch  right  exifled.  But,  could  any  fuch 
cafes  be  pointed  out  ?  By  a  reference  to  the  ancient  records,  it 
would  b^  found,  that  the  Cnjios  Rf^^U  or  Lzeutcnant  for  the 
Kingy  hid  never  been  i»*  veiled  with  the  whole  rights  of  the 
King  himfelf.  The  powers  given  to  the  Cujlos  R^gni  had 
been  different,  under  different  circumftanccs  ;  a  plain  and 
manifeft  inference  thence  arofe  that  the  Cujiodcs  Rcgni  did  not 
hold  their  fituation  as  a  right,  but  by  appointment.  The 
powers  of  bellowing  benefices,  and  doing  other  aft«  of  So- 
vereignty, had  been  occalionally  giren  to  the  Cujfidcs  Regni^ 
ihewed  that  their  powers  had  been  always  fubjedl  to  fomo 
limitation  or  other.  Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  that  in  modern 
times.  Lord  Jufticeshad  been  frequently  appointed  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  fovcreign  authority,  during  the  refidence  of  a  Prince 
of  age  in  the  country.  Another  infiance  that  occurred  ta 
him  was,  where  the  exercife  of  royalty  had  been  interrupted  by 
fevere  illnefs,  and  which  appeared  to  him  to  he  more  a  cafe  in 
point  than  any  other,  to  the  prefcnt  melancholy  moment* 
The  example  to  which  he  alluded  was  the  precedent  of 
Henry  the  Sixth  ;  where  the  He'ir  Apparent  was  not  of  full 
age,  U  would,  then,  to  fupply  the  de^evSt  of  that  precedent, 
he  ncceffary  to  have  reconrle  to  the  principles  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ;  and,  upon  this  groun^^ 
it  would  be  difcovered,  that  the  Parliament  of  that  day  pro-» 
vided  for  the  moment ;  that  they  were  not  content  with  fuch 
provifion ,  but,  that  they  looked  forward  to  the  time  whtn 
the  Heir  Apparent  flionld  attain  full  age,  granting  him  a  rever- 
<i 01  lary  patent,  the  fame  precifely  with  the  Regent's,  to  tak« 
place  when  he  fliould  come  of  age  ;  thus,  though  they  pro- 
vided for  allowing  him  at  that  period  more  confiderahle 
powers  than  they  had  fuffered  him  before  to  |>oflefs,  they  had 
iill  not  granted  him  the  full  powers  of  fovereignty,  hut  had 
made-  fuch  limitations,  that  provided  their  moit  [^ofxiive  de- 
nial, of  any  right  exilling.  That  inftancc,  though  a  finglQ 
one^  and  where  the  Heir  Apparent  was  not  of  full  age,  wa,s 
Sufficient  to  fhew  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  in  thole  days,  a» 
Auchvas  if  the  Heir  Apparent  had  been  of  fvAV  ^i^e*  \l  vtf:^ 
c(it  gontury  to  thofe  which  h^  l\ad  ft;vXed  Xo  vVv^^Com-^ 
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mittee  coold  be  advanced,  he  fhould  prefume,  that  the  Com* 
znittee  would,  of  courfe,  admit  that  no  right  exifled  with  an 
Heir  Apparent,  or  an  Heir  Prefumptive,  to  aiTume  the  funo 
iions  of  royalty  on  the  temporary  incapacity  of  the  Sovcr 
reign  ;  nor  any  rights  but  thofe  delegated  by  the  two  re- 
maining branches  of  the  Legiflature.  He  fcrupled  m>t,  there* 
fote  to  declare,  that  no  podtive  law,  nor  the  leaft  analogy  frofn 
amy  law,  could  be  adduced  to  fupport  the  dodrine  ot  Kight. 
A  record  had,  indeed,  been  quoted  elfewhere  (alluding  to  the 
Houfe  of  ^Lords)  to  prove  that  the  King  and  the  Heir  Ap-  j 
parent  were  one  and  the  fame  perfon,  and  that  it  followed  of 
courfe,  that,  on  the  incapacity  of  the  King,  as  the  Heir  Ap- 
parent had  a  legal  and  clear  right  immediately  to  exercife  th« 
fame  powers  that  the  King  had  pofTefled ;  but,  a  different 
opinion  was  entertained  of  that  record  by  perfons  of  greait 
eminence  and  authority  in  the  law,  and  by  their  opinion  a 
far  different  concluiion  was  drawn  from  the  fame  record,  the 
metaphorical  exprefEon  of  which  was  not  to  be  taken  literally. 
Another  opinion  which  had  been  ftarted  was,  that  if  Parlia- 
ment had  not  been  fitting,  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  Prince  would 
have  a  right  to  afTume  the  Royal  Authority,  and  fummoa 
Parliament:  but  this  pofition  he  ihould  expreffly  contra-* 
didl.  Becaufe,  thofe  who  were,  like  him,  (landing  tip  for 
the  rights  of  Parliament;  and,  through  Parliament,  for  the 
rights  of  the  People,  were  peculiarly  fortunate  in  one  parti*- 
cular;  they  were  as  fortunate  as  raoft  of  thofe,  who  had 
truth  and  juftice  on  their  fide,  generally  were  ;  becaufe  little 
was  left  for  them  to  do,  except  to  controvert  and  overcome 
their  antagonifts  by  ftatingto  them,  and  comparing  their  owa* 
arguments  and  afTertions,  made  at  different  times,  and  as  the 
bccafion  fuited. 

It  had  been  pretty  ftrenuoufly  contended  elfewhere  (in  tb« 
Houfe  of  Peers)  by  a  learned  Magiftrate  (Lord  Loughborough,- 
(who  had  chofen  to  force  his  own  conftrudion  on  their  filence^ 
that  our  anceftors,  if  they  had  entertained  any  doubt  of  thef 
Right  of  an  Heir  Apparent,  would,  in  their  wifdom,  have 
provided  for  fo  poffible  a  cafe  as  the  prefent ;  and,  yet  inftead 
of  leaving  the  mterpretation  of  this  point  to  that  learned 
Lord's  wifdom,  it  muft  be  concluded  by  the  Committee,  that 
they  would  have  provided. for  it  in  plain,  diflinfl,  clear,  and 
exprefs  words,  and  would  not  have  left  it  liable  to  be  dif« 
ferently  underAood.  The  wifdom  of  our  anceAors,  how* 
ever,  he  conceived,  was  better  proved  by  their  having  faid 
nothing  upon  it,  but  left  fuch  a  qucftion  to  be  decided  where 
it  ought  to  be  decided,  whenever  the  occafion  required  it,  by 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  That  the  Committee  might 
aflert  the  fame,  he  meant  in  the  Refolution  he  fhould  offer,  to 
quote  that  doftrine  from  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  aflert  that  it 
JFe/led  with  ths  Lords  and  Coxnwvoiis,  a.^  X\v^i\^\S>3X'?oevLXt^ 
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fentatives  of  the  People.  If  the  contrary  doftrinc  was  fy 
evident  that  it  muft  be  trpe,  if  the  Heir  Apparent,  or  Heir 
Prefumptive,  had  a  clear  right  to  affume  the  Royal  prero- 
gative, or  the  interruption  of  thofe  powers,  he  defired  to 
a{k  every  gentleman  in  the  Committee,  whether  they  would 
v^ifh  to  adopt  fuch  a  do£l:rine  as  a  dofirlne  applicable  to  the 
fafety  of  the  Crown,  which  had  been  long  glorioufly  worn  by 
His  Majefty,  and  which  it  was  the  ardent,  the  fincere  wifti 
of  his  People  that  he  might  long  continue  to  wear,  until  it 
fhould,  in  due  time,  and  in  a  natural  manner,  delbend  to  hss 
legal  and  his  illuftrious  SuccefTor. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  here  ftrongly  deprecated 
the  idea  of  avoiding  the  d'rfcufHon  of  what  limitations  might 
be  neceflary  for  enfuing  the  fafety  of  the  Crown  on  the  head 
of  its  prefent  Pofleflbr,  on  account  of  the  many  virtuous 
qualifications  of  the  Prince,  or  out  of  refpeft  to  any  other 
motive  whatfoever.  It  would  not  have  been  wifdom  in  our 
anceftors  had  they  faid,  that  the  care  of  the  perfon  of  the 
Sovereign  ought  to  be  vefted  in  the  Heir  Apparent.  He 
hoped,  in  this  declaration,  not  to  be  mifunderftood,  for,  he 
was  ready  to  acknowledge  the  greateft  and  beft  qualities  in 
the  prefent  Heir  Apparent ;  but,  he  would  rather  what  he 
had  faid  to  be  mifreprefented  in  any  manner,  and  any  where, 
than  facrifice  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  fafety  of  his 
Soverign,  and  to  the  interefts  of  the  People.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  had  faid,  on  a  former 
day,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  as  clear  a  right  to  the  ex- 
crcife  of  Sovereign  Authority,  as  he  would  have  had,  in 
cafe  of  the  natural  demife  of  the  Sovereign,  and  that  he 
conceived  the  prefent  to  be  a  civii  death.  Could  the-  Com- 
mittee confider  His  Majefty's  indifpofition,  which  was  not  an 
uncommon  cafe,  and  generally  but  temporary,  could  they 
conceive  th^t  His  Majefly  had  undergone  a  chil  deafh  ^ 
He  was  y&r^they  would  mt.  If  fuch  a  thing  exifted  at  the 
prefent  moment  as  a  civil  deaths  his  Royal  Highnefs  would 
imtnediately  afcfend  the  throne,  with  the  fuH  exercife  of 
the  Royal  Prerogative,  and  not  as  a  Regent ;  for  a  civil  death, 
Jike  a  natural  death,  was  permanent.  He  ftated  from  Mr. 
Juftice  Blackftone,  that  there  were  but  two  cafes  in  which  a 
man  could  undergo  a  civil  death;  the  firft  was  his  being  ba- 
il ifhed  from  the  realm  byprocefs  of  common  law;  the  fecond, 
his  having  entered  into  religion' and  becoit?ing  a  monk  pro- 
fefled,  thereby  taking  himfelf  for  ever  from  all  fecnlar  con- 
cerns. The  firft  was  an  adb  which  cut  off  a  criminal  from 
fociety  within  the  realm,  and  the  other  was  the  voluntary 
a<£l  ot  retiring  from  the  world.  Would  any  man  pretead^ 
that  either  of  thofe  cafes  was  analogous  to  iVie  V\t\\;)X\oTv  dl 
Heaven^   to  a  Aroke  inflidled  by  the  tiand  oi  ^\on\^^^<i^^ 
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which  might,  and  probably  would,  prove  temporary  ?  Could 
it  be  pretended,  that  they  ought  to  be  adduced  as  a£ls  to  pre- 
vent His  Majefty  in  future  from  exercijing  thofe  powers 
■which  he  had  never  forfeited,  which  he  liad  never  reriouncedt 
After  having  advanced  fo  much  in  contradiction  to  the 
claim  of  right,  he  believed  no  one  would  tliink  of  afleiting 
it.  The  only  queftion,  then,  was,  and  to  which  what  had 
paffed  before  was  but  preliminary,  where  did  the  right  exift? 
If  no  provifion  in  precedent,  in  hiftcry,  or  inlaw,  was  to 
be  found,  for  the  exercife  of  fuch  authoritv,  on  the  difabi- 
lity  of  the  Sovereign,  where  was  it  to  be  found  ?  It  was  to 
be  found  in  the  voice,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  People,  With 
*  *  them  it  rerted  ;  and,  though  in  extraordinary  cafes,  in  moft 

countries,  fuch  an  event  as  the  Calamity  which  all  deplored, 
would  have  gone  near  to  diffolve  theConftitutionitfelf;  yet, 
in  this  more  h.ippily  tempered  form  of  (jovernment,  equ^ly 
participating  tlic  advantages,  and  at  the  fame  time  :^voidiiig 
the  evils  of  a  Democracy,  an  Oligarchy,  or  an  Ariftocracy, 
it  would  have  no  fuch  effeft;  for,  though  the  third  eftate 
of  the  Legiflature  might  be  deficient,  yet  the  organs  of  fpeech 
of  the  People  remained  entire  in  the  reprefentatives,  by  the 
Houfes  of  Lords  and  the  Commons,  through  which  the 
fenfe  of  the  People  might  be  taken.  The  Lords  and  the 
Commons  reprefented  the  whole  eftates  of  the  People,  and 
with  them  it  refted  as  a  right,  a  conftitutional  and  I^al 
right,  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  of  the  third  branch  of 
the  Legiflature,  whenever  a  deficiency  arole  ;  they  were  the 
legal  organs  of  fpeech  for  th«  People  ;  and  fuch  he  conceived 
to  be  the  true  do6trine  of  the  Confiitution.  He  would  not 
merely  frate  thefe  as  his  own  opinions,  but  he  would  flate 
them  to  be  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  had  framed  the  Revo- 
lution, who  had  not,  like  the  Committee,  to  provide  for  the 
interruption  of  Regal  powers,  while  the  throne  was  full,  bat 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  third  branch  of  the  Legifla- 
ture, which  was  wholly  vacant.  Whenever  tiie  third  branch, 
however,  of  the  Legiilature  Was  VvhoUygone,  or  but  fuf- 
fered  a  fufpenfion,  it  was  equally  neceffary  to  refort  to  the 
organs  of  the  People's  fpeech.  Agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  to  the  records  of  Parliament,  to  precedent,  and  to  the 
Conftitution.,  the  political  capacity  of  the  King,  except  in 
cafes  of  ahfolute  forfeiture  of  the  Crown,  was  always  con- 
fulered  as  legally  entire;  and  during  that  political  capacityi 
according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Confl:itution,  if  any  natunJ 
incapacity  (hould  caufe  a  fufpenfion  of  the  Royal  authorityi 
it  then  refted  with  the  remaining  branches  of  the  Legjflattirt 
to  fupply  fuch  defedl.  In  every  proceeding  of  the  Parlia- 
ment,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  they  had  a£led  upon 
fuch  apoweVf  and  declared  m  w\v^t  ma.nrveT^  ^w^  \v^  ^\m^ 
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the  Royal  authority  was  to  be  exercifed  for,  and  in  the  name 
of,  the  King.     In  that  reign,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  claimed 
the  Regency,  and  applied  to"  Parliament  for  the  fame  as  his 
right ;  but,  the  anfwer  of  Parliament  to  fuch  claim  was, 
that  he  neither  had  by  birth,  nor  by  the  will  of  his  brother, 
any  right  whatever  to  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority. 
They,  however,  appointed  him  Regent,  and  entrufled  him 
with  the  care  of  the  young  King.     Here  was  an  inftance  of 
the  claim  of  right  having  been  adlually  made,  and  an  in- 
ftance likewife  that  it  had  been  fully  decided  upon  by  the 
then  Parliament,  who  declared,  that  no  fuch  right  exifted, 
either  from  the  law  of  the  land,  or  from  precedent.     The 
rights  of  Parliament  were  congenial  with  the  Conftitution. 
Mr.  Pitt  referred  the  Committee   to    every  analogy  that 
could  be  drawn  from  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution  ,  and 
he  contended,  that  the  only  right  would  be  found  to  exift  in 
Parliament,  defcribing  it  as  a  right  capable  of  fo  effeftually 
providing  for  the  deficiency  of  the  third  branch  of  the  Le- 
giflature,  as  to  enable  them  to  appoint  a  power  to  give  fanc- 
tion  to  their  proceedings,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  King 
was  prefent.     As  the  power  of  filling  the  throne  refted  with 
the  people  at  the  Revolution,  fo,  at  the  prefent  moment,  on 
the  fame  plinciplcs  of  liberty,  on  the  fame  rights  of  Parlia- 
inent,  did  the   providing   tor  the   deficiency   reft  with  the 
People.    He  declared,  that  he  felt  himfelf  inadequate  to  tlie 
great  tafk  of  flating  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Confti- 
tution, and  of  Piirliament;  but   he  had  made  it  appear,  as 
plainly  as  he  could,  that  no  right  exifted  any  where  to  ex- 
ercife the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the   Royal  prerogatives, 
during  the  indifpofition  of  the  Sovereign.  Hehadalfo  proved, 
that  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  it  refteiwith  that  and 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to  provide  for  the  deficiency 
in  the  Legiflafure.     He  fuppofed  that  doubts  might  be  ftated 
as  to  the  propriety  of  coming  to  any  ^ecifion  on  the  queftion, 
and  that  he  might  be  charged  with  having  ftirred  notions, 
dangerous  to  the  Statt;  but  fuch  queftions,  he  begged  it  to 
be  remembered,  he  had  not  ftirred.     When  queftions  con- 
cerning the  rights  of  the  People,  the  rights  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  interefts  of  the  Nation,  were  ftarted,  it  was 
neceflary,  if  the  Houfe  had  a  right  on  the  fubjedl,  to  exer- 
cife that  right;  it  was  their  duty;    it  was  a   matter  that 
could  by  no  means  be  lightly  given  up.     If  it   was  their 
duty,  in  the  prefent  calamitous  ftate  of  the  Nation,  to  grant 
power,  they  ought  to  know  how  they  gmntt-d  fuch  power. 
They  muft  decide  either  in  the  manner  of  a  choice,  or  as 
adling  judicially,  to  recogni7.e  a  claim  of  right ;  and  if  tliey 
recognized  fuch  claim,    it  would  be   an  ?Lck\\<^>N\^^^e.'^^^'^ 
'  that  they  had  no  power  to  deliberate  orv  X.\ie  iuV\^&.%    Vi'Oc^^^ 
.  Vol.  XXV.  1    .  ^^^ 
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did  not  come  to  fome  decifion,  they  would  confound  their 
own  proceedings,  and  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to  pofte- 
rity,  in  point  of  precedent.  They  were  not,  therefore,  to 
confult  their  own  convenience.  He  remarked,  that,  origi- 
nally, the  claim  of  right  had  been  aflerted  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  in  ftrong  and  lofty  terms,  but  that  the 
^  tone  had  been  fmce  fomewhat  lowered.  He  noticed  a  decla- 
ration that  liad  been  made  elfewliere,  of  no  intention  of  af- 
ferting  a  right ;  but  it  had  been  made  in  words,  and  there 
were  no  parliamentary  grounds  to  go  ui)on,  that  a  right 
would  not  be,  at  fomc  future  period  of  our  hiftorv,  attempt- 
ed to  be  either  aflumed,  or  afferted.  He  dej iared,  he  could 
fee  no  poffibility  of  the  Committee  proceeding  a  fingle  ftep 
farther,  wichotit  knowing  on  what  kind  of  ground  they  pro- 
ceeded ;  and,  therefore,  it  became  indifpenfably  neccffary  to 
have  the  queftion  of  right  decided.  The  clanger  of  the 
queflion  originated  in  its  having  been  (lirred,  not  in  its  be- 
ing decided  ;  the  danger  of  the  flirring  would  be  done  away 
by  the  decifion  ;  but  the  leaving  it  undecided,  and  equivoc;il, 
would  be  highly  dangerous.  The  decifion  of  both  Houfes 
could  be  attended  with  no  diflention,  but,  if  the  ri;;ht  of 
Parliament  was  not  confirmed,  the  meafures  of  both  Houfes 
would  be  imputeily  he  feared,  rather  to  motives  of  perfonol 
intereft  and  convenience,  than  to  a  due  regard  for  the  inte- 
reft  of  t!ie  country.  The  meafures  whic!i  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe,  were  didlated  by  no  other  motive,  than  an  anxious  de- 
fire,  in  conformity  to  his  duty,  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
the  King,  the  rights  of  Parliament,  aaid  the  intcreils  of  tJie 
People. 

Mr.  Chancelor  Pitt,  previous  to  the  conclufion  of  hr$ 
fpeech,  adverted  to  what  he  dcfcribed  as  the  opinions  Aateil 
by  a  noble  Lord  (Rawdon)  in  another  place,  (the  Houfe  of 
Peers)  in  contradicSlion  to  his  aflertion,  that  the  Prince  of 
Wales  had  no  more  right  to  affume  the  Regency,  than  any 
other  individual  fulyjedt.  He  faid,  tlwt  he  underftood,  that 
in  arguing  that  matter,  fome  very  extraordinary  modes  of 
reafoning  had  been  rei'orted  to.  Among  other  conceived 
proofs,  that  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  \vere  different 
from  thofe  of  other  fubjedts,  it  had  been  contended,  that  the 
Prince  ot  Wales  wa^,  in  an  old  record,  quoted  by  Lord 
Coke,  pronounced  on*i  and  the  fame  vrith  the  King.  iTic 
fadl  certainly  was  fo;  but  to  f?raw  from  fuch  a  circumftancc 
an  argument,  that  the  Prince  had  a  right  to  exercife  the  So- 
vereign authority,  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  His 
Majefty's  unfortunate  incapacity,  was  an  inference  fo  mon- 
ftrous,  that  he  fhould  think  he  deferved  cenfure  for  fporting 
tvjth  the  gravity  of  the  Houfe,  if  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  treat 
Jt  with  the  ieajrt  gravity  vshattoeNer,  \\\X\u^X^,  ;s^:s^\^  ^\l- 
6  i'^tt.wv 
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ferent  conclufion  might  be  drawn  from  the  whole  of  that  re- 
cord, the  metaphorical  language  of  which  was  not  to  be  taken 
in  a  literal  fenfe,  in  that  or  any  other  point  of  fo  much  im- 
portance. Another  pofition,  laid  down  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  the  fame  place,  was,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as 
Heir  Apparent,  and  being  of  full  age,  could  affume  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  Sovereign  authority,  if  His  Majefty's  infirmity- 
had  occurred  when  Parliament  was  not  fitting;  but  that  doc- 
trine had  been  fo  expreflly  contradicted  in  that  Houfe,  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  when  the 
fubjedt  was  lafl:  agitated,  tliat  it  was  nepdlefs  for  him  to  fay 
a  fyllable  more  relative  to  its  nature.  A  third  argument, 
urged  in  fupport  of  the  Prince's  right,  was,  that  a  Prince  of 
Wales,  when  he  came  to  the  Crown,  could  fue  out  an  ex- 
ecution, as  King,  in  a  caufe  in  which  he  had  obtained  a  judges 
ment  as  Prince  of  Wales.  But,  what  was  there  decidetlly 
conclufively  in  this  pofition  ?  Thereafon  why  the  Prince  of 
Wales  had  this  advantage  over  other  fubje6ls,  was  obvious. 
If  the  fon  of  a  Peer,  who  had  maintained  a  fuit  in  this 
Courts  in  Weflminfler  Hall,  and  obtained  a  judgement,  fuc- 
ceedcd  to  his  father's  honours  before  he  had  fncd  out  an  ex- 
ecution, he  couH  not  fue  our  an  execution,  without  previ- 
oufly  identifying  himfelf,  and  fatisfying  the  Court  that  h« 
was  the  fame  per  Ton  who  had  profccuted  the  fuit,  and  ob- 
tained the  judgement.  And  why  was  not  the  Prince  of 
"Vvales  obliged  to  do  the  fame?  For  this  plain  reafon,  the 
Courts  of  Weflminfter  Hall  are  holden  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  and  therefore,  in  his  own  Courts,  it  mufl  bea  matter 
of  notoriety,  that,  on  the  demife  of  the  Crown^  the  Prince 
of  Wales  had  fucceeded  to  it,  and  become  King :  but  were 
ihefe  arguments  multiplied  ten  times  over,  what  did  they 
prove  ?  Merely,  that  the  Prince  had  rights,  of  fome  fort  or 
other,  peculiar  to  hiinfelf;  but,  did  they  prove,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  exercife  the  Sovereign  authority,  on  his  father's 
incapacity,  without  theconfent  and  declared  approbation  of 
the  two  remaining  branches  of  the  Legiflature?  No  more 
than  a  proof,  that  a  man  having  an  eftate  in  Middlefex,  was 
^  proof  that  he  had  another  in  Cornwall,  and  a  third  in  York- 
fhire.  In  fait,  all  thefe  argunjents  put  together,  regarded 
and  confidered  with  a  reference  to  the  point  in  difpute,  whe- 
ther the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Heir  Apparent,  had  a  right  to 
exercife  the  Sovereign  authority,  during  the  incapacity  of 
His  Majefly,  were  fo  irrelevant,  fo  foreign  to  the  queflion, 
and  fo  perfeftly  abfurd,  that  they  were  not  to  be  relied  on  as 
law,  even  if  they  came  from  the  mouth  of  a  Judge.  With 
refpe6l  to  the  ftrong  and  lofty  afTertion  that  had  been  at  firfl 
made  of  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Heir  A\j^3l- 
renr^  to  iffume  the  exercife  of  the  Soverevg^uX^,  \\yq;>c^^>aS\- 
J  2  cx^'oX 
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cient  to  obfervp,  that  this  doctrine  was  retra6led.     Upon 
this  occafion,  he  fhouIJ  beg  leave  to   recall  the  word,  and 
fay,  not  retraftcd,  but  difavowed.     This  remiirded    him  of 
the  precedent  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  during  which 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  quarrelled  with  the.  Bifliop  of  Win- 
chefter,  which  difagreement  rofe  fo  high,  and  was  carried  fo 
far,  that   at  length  th'i  Duke  brought   a  criminal  charge 
jigainft  the  Bifliop,  accufing  him  of  having,  in   a   former 
reign,  advifed  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Henry  tlic 
Fifth,  to  aflqme  the  Sovereign  authority  in  the  life-time  of 
his   father,    Henry  the  Fourth.      Though  this  charge,    if 
proved,  would  have  been  high  treafon,  the  Bifhop  deHred 
that  it  might  be  referred  to  the  Judges,  and  tliat  its  validity 
might   be  determined  by   the   ftri6left  inveftigation.     Th^ 
quarrel,  however,  was  compromifed,  on  grounds  of  perfonal 
convenience,  and  the  charge  never  came  to  a  legal  deciiioQ. 
When,  at  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech,  Mr.  Pitt  had  endeavoured, 
by  many  arguments,  to  eftablifli  the  right  of  the  two  Houfes 
6r  Parliament  to  provide  the  means  of  fupplying  the  defe<3  in 
the  cafe  of  the  King%  incapacity  to  exercife  the  Sovereign 
authority,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  his  hopes  that  he 
fhould  imprefs  the  Houfe  with  a  conviction,  that  if  they  had 
aright,  they  had  alfo  a  duty;  a  duty,  which  neither  their 
allegiance  nor  their  affcdlion  to  their  Sovereign,  would  allow 
them  to  difpenfe  with.     It  was  their  duty,  at  this  time,  not 
only  unequivocally  to  declare  their  right,  fo  that  it  might 
remain  afcertajned,  beyond  the  pofTibility   of  all  queftion 
hereafter,  and  become  fecured  to  pofterity,    hut  to  proceed, 
without  delay,    to  exercife  their   right,    and  provide  the 
means  of  fupplying  the  defe£l  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the 
Royal  authority,  arifing  from    His  Majefly's  indifpofition. 
Upon  no  account  did  it  appear  probable,  that  their  deciGoii 
could  either  occafion  a  diflention  between   the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  or  produce  mifchievous  confequences  of  any 
kind  wliatfopver.     On  the  contrary,  if  the  right  were  not 
declared,  as  weUvjas  decided,  it  would  appear  that  the  two 
Houfes  had  made  a  compromife,    unbecoming  themfelvej, 
and  had  adled  upon  perfonal  motives,  rather  than  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  true  interefts  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  now  read  his  two  Refolutions,  as  fol- 
low; and  afterwards  moved  the  firft,  which  was  carried 
unanimoufly. 

I.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  His 
f*  Majefty  is  prevented,  by  his  prefent  indifpofition,  from 
*'  coming  to  his  Parliament,  and  from  attending  to  public 
*'  bufinefs,  and  that  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal  au- 
^f  thority  is  thereby,  for  the  prefen?,  interrupted." 
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II.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  it 
"  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
**  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  now  afiembled,  and  law- 
**  fully,  fully,  and  freely  reprefentmg  all  the  eftates  of  the 
**  People  of  this  Realm,  to  provide  the  means  of  fupplying 
<^  the  defeA  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority, 
**  arifing  from  His  Majcfty's  faid  indifpofition,  in  fucU 
**  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  may  appear  to  rc- 
««  quire.** 

Refolved,  "  That  for  this  purpo{e,  and  for  maintaining 
**  entire  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the  King,  it  is  ne- 
*^  jceffary,  that  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and 
*^  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  fliould  determine  on  the 
**  means  whereby  the  Royal  aflent  may  be  given  in  Parlia- 
"  ment  to  fuch  bill  as  may  be  pafled  by  the  two  Houfes  of 
<*  Parliament,  refpefting  the  exercife  of  the  powers  and 
<^  authorities  of  the  Crown,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf, 
^^  of  the  King,  during  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's 
*^  prefent  inditpofition.** 

The  Maftcr  of  the  Rolls  declared  that,  till  within  the  laft  xhe 
ten  days,  he  never  had  heard  of  there  exifting  any  right  in  Matter  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whether  aflumed  the  RoUi. 
or  attached,  upon  the  declaration  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament of  the  temporary  incapacity  of  the  Sovereign,  to  ex- 
ercife the  Royal  authority  during  fuch  incapacity.  Hav- 
ing quoted  a  great  variety  of  legal  authorities,  to  prove  the 
revcrfe  to  be  the  fa6^,  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls  adJed,  that 
he  begged  leave  to  call  upon  the  learned  gentlemen  of  Ivs 
jown  profefiion,  to  point  out  the  llatute  that  contained  any 
recognition  or  declaration  of  fuch  a  riglit's  exiftcnce,  or  any 
Jaw-book  whatever;  and  he  contended,  that  he  could,  with 
eafe,  refer  to  feveral  ftatutes  and  law  books,  likely  to  have 
noticed  it,  if  any  fuch  right  had  exifted,  but  they  were  all 
of  theip  completely  filent  on  the  fubje<9:.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  npble  and  learned  Lord  (Loughborough)  in 
another  place,  (the  Houfe  of  Peers)  on  the  preceding 
Thnrfday,  refpeSing  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  His  Majefly 
being  deemed  one  and  the  fame  perfon,  in  a  particular  record, 
he  (hould  think  it  fufficient  to  anfwer,  that  he  had  read  the 
record,  and  that  its  fenfe  was  metaphorical.  Sir  Richard 
confidered  the  precedent  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  and 
■  alluded  to  what  he  defcribed  as  its  pointed  analogous  refe- 
rence to  the  prefent  cafe.  He  declared,  that  he  had  no  doubt 
l^hatever,  but  that  it  was  the  conftitutional  right  of  both 
Houfes  to  provide  for  the  interruption  of  the  Royal  autho- 
rity, during  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs;  ^.wA. 
furely,  he  remarked,  the  beft  way  to  teftv^'^  ^  Y^^'^^^'f  x^^^^Ql 
for  his  Royal  HighnefSf  would  be  by   dec\dvn^\u  l^vNowx  cA 
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the  rights  of  Parliament,  on  the  prefervation  of  which  the 
welfare  of  the  Crown,  and   the  interefts  of  tho  People  1q 
efl^ntially  depended. 
MnLoTe-      Mr.  Loveden  exprefled  his  ardent  wiflies,  that  the  Houie 
ien.  would  meet  the  motion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 

with  their  fulleft  concurrence,  and  thought  it  a  moft  de- 
fireable  ohjeft  to  be  attained  in  the  conduct  of  the  prefenC 
truly  important  proceedings.  He,  notwithftanding,  mnft 
defire  leave  to  afk  the  right  honourable  Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt  two  queftions;  and  the  one  was,  whether  by  tliefe  ^ 
Refolutions  that  had  been  jufl  read,  he  meant  to  pre- 
clude his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  be- 
ing Regent  and  fole  Regent;  the  other,  whether  by  the 
words  towards  the  end  of  the  right  honourable  gentlraian'f 
fpeech,  relative  to  motives  of  private  intereft  or  convenieiice, 
the  Committee  were  to  underftand,  that  fuch  gentlemen  n 
would  not  fubmit  to  vote  for  the  Refolution,  would  have  their 
votes  imputed  to  private  intereft  and  private  convenience. 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  P;«  anfwered,  that  it  would  afford  him 

Chancel-  the  utmoft  pleafure  to  give  any  gentleman  ^e  fulleft  fii- 
lor  Pitt.  tisfa£tion,  if  he  appeared  to  have  mifunderftood  any  pvt  of 
his  obfervations.  With  regard  to  the  firft  of  the  two  quef- 
tions, whether  he  meant  by  the  Refolutions  to  preclude  hii 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  from  being  Regent,  and 
•  ible  Regent  ?  He  believed,  gentlemen  knew,  that  he  had  on 
the  preceding  Friday  very  fully  intimated  his  individual  fen- 
timcnts  on  the  fubje£h,  and  had  declared,  in  exprefs  tenn% 
that  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  highly  defireable,  that  whatever 
part  of  the  legal  power  it  was  neceflary  ihould  be  exercifi;d 
ajt  9II,  during  this  unhappy  interval,  mould  be  veiled  in  t 
fini^Ie  perfon,  and  that  perfon  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prin^ 
of  Wales.  Ti'he  prcfent  Refolution  was  only  calculated  to 
declare  the  right  of  the  Houfe  in  concurrence  with  the  Houle 
of  Lords  to  appoint  a  Regent,  and  to  leave  it  open  for  them 
to  determine  in  a  fubfequent  flage  who  the  Regent  fhoajd 
be*  With  rcfpeft  to  the  honouiable  gentleman's  conceiy- 
ing  that  he  had  faid,  that  thofe  who  would  not  fubmit  (p 
vote  for  the  Refolutions,  would  have  their  votes  imputed  tp 
motives  of  private  intereft  and  convenience,  he  ihoold  l|B 
heartily  afliamed  if  he  could  have  been  indecent  enough  to 
have  been  guilty  of  f(>  much  rudenefs  to  that  Committee^  or 
any  individual  members  whatfoever.  In  mentioning  the 
conftruftion  which  the  world  might  poflibly  put  upon  tlieir 
conduft  at  that  moment,  and  untler  the  peculiar  circufl)- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  he  had  remarked,  that  if  when  the  ef- 
fential  conftitutional  rights  of  the  two  Houfes  were  queftibncd 
and  doubted,  they  refufed  to  vote  refolutions  that  woukl 
ftecide  upon  them,  and  infore  thetn  \o  tWu  ^o^^VvX.^,  xVfl^ 
-K'ouJd  render  themfelves  ViabVe  to  \\:vNfe  x.\\£\^  c^w^m^vssc- 1 
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puted  rather  to  motives  of  perfonal  intereft  and  perfonal  con- 
venience, than  to  a  due  regard  to  their  duty  and  that  atcen* 
tion  to  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  to  the 
prefervation  of  their  own  clear  and  invaluable  Conftituiional 
Rights  which  they  owed  to  the  Country  and  to  them- 
felves. 

Mr.  Bajiard  ohkv^fciy  that  his  fole  motive  for  intruding  Mr.  Baf- 
himfelf  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  arofe  from  the  ex-  t*^^' 
treme  ardor  of  his  wifhes  to  promote  the  public  good;  and, 
therefore,  without  looking  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  being 
equally  indifferent  to  both  parties,  he  coulu,  he  trufled,  with 
unfufpefted  earneflnefs,  intreat  Miniflers,  before  they  prefled 
the  Committee  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the  queftion,  to  confi- 
der  the  confequences  which  it  might,  poflibly,  produce.  Ht 
profefTed  himfelf  anxioufly  defirous  that  there  fhould  be 
unanimity  in  the  progrefs  of  fo  important  a  bufinefs;  andl 
by  unanimity  he  did  not  merely  mean  unanimity  within 
thofe  walls,  but  unanimity  between  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. Should  the  Houfe  of  Lords  decide  differently  from 
the  Commons,  fuch  confequences  might  arifc,  as  he  could 
not  refledl  on  without  horror.  What  poflible  advantage 
could  refult  from  preffing  tlie  Refolution  in  its  prefent  form  ? 
Tie  had  heard  of  a  declaration  in  another  place  (the  Houfe 
of  Lords)  from  high  authority  (the  Duke  of  York)  that 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  no  claim  of 
right  whatever  on  his  part,  and  that  he  felt  too  much  fin- 
cere  regard  for  thofe  facred  principles  which  had  feated  the 
Brunfwic  family  on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  ever  to  af- 
fume  or  exercife  any  power,  be  his  claim  what  it  might,  not 
derived  from  the  will  of  the  people,  exprefTed  by  their  Houfe 
of  Peers  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  People  in  Parliament 
alTembled.  Why  then  fhould  a  Refolution  be  prefTed,  where 
no  claim  had  be^n  m;ide,  and  an  afTurance  had  been  given, 
that  no  claim  would  be  made  ?  Mr.  Baflard  advifed  the  leav- 
ing out  the  word  right  and  confining  the  refolution,  to  the 
words,  "  that  it  was  their  duty  to  provide,"  which,  he  faid 
would  in  effeft  anfwer  the  fame  end,  and  at  the  fame  time 
avoid  the  rifque  of  provoking  a  difagreement  between  that 
and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament.  At  prefent  he  believed 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, flood  higher  in  the  efteem  of  the  People  than  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fide  of  the  Houfe  on 
which  he  then  fpoke;  and,  therefore,  eagerly  did  he  hope, 
that  a  regard  to  his  own  ciedit,  and  the  favour  which  he 
ftooJ  with  the  Public,  would  induce  him  to  alter  his  motion, 
and  prevent  the-poffibility  of  provoking  that  danger  which 
he  had  defcribed,  in  the  early  part  of  his  f^ew:\\.  \iv  cotv- 
cluDon,  Mr.  Budard  obferycd,  that  he  \.h«  uvqi^  l^isfe^^N-'^ 
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urged  this  point,  becaufe  lie  faw  not  the  fmallefl:  poflible  a 

vantage  that  could  refult  from  prefling  the  queftion, .  word 

as  it  was,  on  the  Committee. 

Li.North.      Lord  North  premifing  that,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 

had  not  rifen  to  anfwer  the  queftion  of  the  honourable  ge 

tleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  who  had  a(ked  what  poifibfe  a 

vantage  there  could  refult  from  it.     On  the  contrary, 

agreeid  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that,  deciding  t 

queftion,  might  lead  to  confequences,  which  it  ought  to 

their  ftudy   to  avoid  incurring.     It  appeared  to  be  a  da 

gerousand  pernicious  queftion.     Having  defind  to  have  t 

queftion  read.  Lord  North   declared,  that  he  felt  moft  c 

jedlion  to  the  lecond  part  of  this  queftion,  though  he  HI 

wife  felt  much  objedlion  to  the  firft  part  as  well  as  to  the 

cond.     The; right  honourable  gentleman  had  remarked,   tl 

he  was  afraid,  unlefs  the  Committee  decided  on  that  queftic 

and  this  in  the  way  he  thought  right,  that  the  country  woi 

conceive  they  had  been  adtuated  by  perfonal  motives. 

did  not  ftrike  him,  thatj  by  agreeing  with  the  right  honoura^ 

gentleman,  and  voting  that  queftion,  they  would  appear 

have  adled  with   greater  impartiality,    or  that  the   pub 

would  be  convinced  that  they  had  been  adluated  by  moti' 

lefs  perfonal  than  if  they  did  not  vote  it.     Tlieir  much-l 

loved  Sovereign  was  at  prefent   in  a  melancholy   ftate 

health,  a^d  they  all  hoped,  that  by  the  blelTing  of  Heav 

he  would  recover;  but,  after  the  fa6t  was  eftabliftied  of  1 

incapacity  of  the  Sovereign  to  exercife  his  Royal  authori 

they  ought  immediately  to  proceed  toreftore  the  third  brar 

of  the  Legiflature,  and  the  fooner  they  did  that  neceflary  ; 

of  duty,  the  lefs  would  their  proceedings  be  liable   to  1 

imputation  of  their  having  proceeded   upon   perfonal  n 

tives.     The  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  the  true  9 

Jawful  reprefintatives  of  all  the  eltates  of  the  People.     B 

he  begged  the  Committee  to  confider,  that,  in  confequei 

of  that  melancholy  misfortune  which  they  all  deplored,  i 

which  every  man  of  feeling  muft  deplore,    they  were  fitti: 

not  indeed  in  the  form  of  a  convention  (becaufe  it  happei 

that  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  had  been  regularly  cal 

together)  but  with  no  more  authority  than  a  convention  p 

feffed,  to  do  that  duty  which  the  calamity  of  the  mom 

called  upon  them  to  perform.     Under  fuch  clrcumftanc 

fitting  there  in  a  maimed  and  imperftdl  Legiflature,    t1 

ought  to  confine  themfelves  ftridlly  to  the  neceffity  of 

cale,  fince  every  ftep  that  they  proceeded    beyond   tlic  : 

ceflity  of  the  cafe,  was  a  ftep  in  error,  and  a  ftep  which  tl 

ought  not  to  take.     Kvery  ilep  they  had  hitherto  taken  1 

been  ftridlly  jiMlified  by  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe.     With< 

the  third  branch  of  the  Legiflature,    they  had  no  pow 
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and,  therefore,  tliey  ought  immediately  to  proceed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  that  unfortunately  exiiled,  and  not  to  enter  into  a 
difcuffion  of  abftra<Sl  and  fpeculative  queftions,  which  tended 
only  to  diflention  and  mifchief.  What  good  could  arife  from 
deciding  the  prefent  queflion  ?  And  if  no  good  was  likely  to 
refult  from  it,  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  go  along  with 
him  in  preventing  the  mifchief,  and  proceed  immediately  to 
the  bufmefs,  the  only  bufniefs  before  them,  the  filling  up 
the  third  branch  of  the  Legiflature.  •  He  would  give  his 
vote  for  filling  up  the  deficiency  without  faying  what  the 
rights  of  the  two  houfes  were,  or  what  they  were  not.  An 
exprefs  declaration  had  been  made  elfewhere,  that  it  never 
was  the  intention  to  urge  the  claim  :  Where  then  exilled  the 
danger  to  the  rights  of  Parliament  when  no  plea  was  oiFered 
in  bar?  He  fuppofed,  however,  that  the  queftion  was  only 
introduced  to  be  over-ruled,  and  that,  as  they  agreed  as  to 
the  two  great  eflential  points,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man was  determined  they  fliould  not  proceed  from  the  firft 
to  that  which  ought  truly  to  be  fecond,  without  fome  al- 
tercation by  the  way.  If  there  had  been  any  queftion,  as  to 
who  ought  to  be  entrufted  with  the  Regency,  the  queftion 
of  right  might  have  been  with  fome  plaufibility  brought  for- 
ward. They  were  unanimous  upon  the  principle,  and, 
therefore,  why  fhould  they  fall  out  about  the  forms?  They 
ought  to  go  ftraight  to  their  objeft,  concerning  whicli,  they 
were  all  agreed.  The  motion,  he  obferved,  called  upon  him 
to  declare  the  rights  and  duty  of  the  Lords,  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral. What  right  had  that  Houfe  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  and  duties  of  the  other  Houfe  ?  In  the  fecond  part  of 
the  queftion,  he  faw  a  proje6V  for  pafling  a  bill ;  a  projed^, 
direftly  violating  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conllitu- 
tion,  and  to  which,  for  that  reafon,  he  could  not  agree. 
What  right  had  that  Houfe  to  make  laws  ?  To  pafs  a  bill, 
was  to  do  an  aft  of  Icgiflation,  and  to  aflume,  into  the  hands 
of  the  two  Houfes,  powers  that  did  not  belong  to  them  : 
powers  that  the  conftitution  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  King?, 
Loixls,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  aftembled,  and  in  their 
hands  only.  The  plain  road  of  proceeding  was  eafy  and 
Hiort.  Proceed  direfily  to  nominate  a  Regent,  and  then, 
when  the  thirtl  branch  was  reftored,  and  the  Legiflature  was 
compleat,  they  would  become  a  Parliament,  perfeft  in  all  its 
conftitutional  forms,  and  they  might  legally  pafs  any  laws, 
either  of  Hmitation,  reftriftion,  or  of  any  other  kind.  But, 
to  attempt  to  proceed  otherwife,  was  to  trench  on  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown,  while  they  lay  at  their  mercy.  L^p- 
on  this  occafion,  Lord  North  obferved,  that,  however  re- 
fpe£lable  the  opinions  of  his  right  houo\iTa\i\e  £r\^Yv^  ^^J^x* 
Yox)  were,  it  was  m;iking  him  of  more  impoit^ixvce^  \\i^x\  V^ 
Vol.  XXV.  K  ^^^"^^ 
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would  wifh  to  have  annexed  to  him,  to  ground  a  public  pro- 
ceeding of  that   Houfe. 

He  felt,  that  he  could  not  either  too  earneftly,  or  too  re- 
peatedly contend,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee^  to 
imitate  fhe  example  of  their  anceflors  at  the  Revolution,  and 
proceed,  without  difcuiling  fpev:ulative  and  ahftradtqueftions, 
to  declare  a  Kegent ;  no  right,  that  belonged  to  that  Houfe, 
had  heen  claimed,  and  therefore  the  beft  mode  of  eilabliflimg 
their  right,  would  be,»^'by  reforting  to  its  immediate  exercife. 
How  had  thofc  great  men  thought  it  their  duty  to  proceedj 
who  ieitled  the  Revolution  ? — to  declare  a  vacancy,  and  ti# 
fill  it.  Had  not  old  Maynard  laid  "The  Throne  is  vacant* 
*'  but  the  law  and  the  conflitution  remain.  It  is  our  duty 
"  to  rellore  the  regal  power,  and  render  the  Legiflatiire  cfom^ 
"  plete.'*  That  hint  had  been  followed  ;  they  had  not  loft 
time,  in  difcuffing  theoretical  queftions,  on  which,  feme 
might  adopt  one  mode  of  reafoning,  and  fome  another  ;  but 
they  had  at  once  declared,  tlie  Prince  of  Orange  King.  In 
like  manner  now,  inftead  of  agitating  the  queJtion  of  right, 
where  noqueftion  had  been  formally  made,  and  where  fuch  a 
difcuflion  could  only  lead  to  error,  and  to  difference  of  opi- 
nion, tliey  ouglit  to  declare  a  Regent,  and  thus  reftore  the 
third  eflate.  They  had  eilablilhed  the  prcfent  temporary 
defcvSl  in  the  conftitutio!i,  by  the  refolntion  they  had  jun 
voted.  The  next  duty  they  had  to  perform,  was,  without 
the  lofs  of  a  moment,  to  fupply  the  deticiency.  The  fecond 
part  of  the  propofition,  which,  they  were  toid,  was  necefla* 
rily  conneifled  with  the  firit,  contained  a  projeft  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature,  by  which  means  were  to  be  devifed,  a 
pretty  new  device,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  faying — [HU 
Lonifiiip  was  here  informed,  tliat  the  words  were  to  deter- 
mine on  the  means] — to  determine  on  the  means,  whether 
that  was  the  phrafe,  or  that  means  were  to  be  devifed,  it  was 
much  the  fame  thing ;  but,  if  they  determined  on  any  other 
means,  than  that  of  immediately  declaring  the  Regent,  th^ 
would  go  beyond  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  fub vert  the 
fundameiital  principles  of  the  conflitution.  The  projeA 
w^as,  to  pafsa  bill.  To  pafs  a  bill,  was  do  an  aS  of  legifla- 
tion,  ami  to  make  a  law.  Could  that  Houfe,  which  had  not 
the  power,  in  their  prefent  chara61er  and  capacity,  to  receive 
a  petition  for  a  turnpike  bill,  proceed  to  legiflate  ?  Did  they 
forget  the  two  Houfes  were  by  ftatute  declared  incapable  of 
making  laws  v;ithout  the  King  ?  Did  they  mean  then,  to 
take  into  their  own  hands,  the  dormant  and  fufpended  prero- 
gatives of  the  Crown  ?  Would  they  aflume  the  Sovereign  Au- 
thority,  abandon  all  the  principles,  eftablifhed  in  1688,  and 
recaft  the  conftitution  ?  While  they  were  unneceffarily 
,ea/ous  of  their  own  rights,  wo\i\A  t\\e^  xVvw^  u?cKv^\<i  ^ow  >}^ 
-lights  of  the  Cro;\'n,  and  without  dt\iti  vx^l<itt\\\^  -a.  ^ivc^^ 
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or  aflerting  a  right,  the  exiftence  of  which,  the  plain  language 
of  the  conftitution  expreflly  cletiied,  ariogare  to  themlelves 
the  regal  powers  ?  In  conclufion.  Lord  North  returned  the 
Committee  thanks,  for  their  indulgence,  and  moved,  •<  That 
**  the  Chairman  leave  the  chair,  report  progrefs,  .ind  afk  leave 
**  to  fit  again,*  declaringj  that  he  made  that  Motion,  with  a 
hope,  that  when  the  Committee  fat  again,  they  would  meet, 
under  the  imprefTion  of  more  conftitutional  lentimcnts,  and 
with  a  better  regard  for  the  principles  eftabliilitd  at  ihe 
Revolution,  than  they  appeared  to  be^  imp  relied  with  at  pre-, 
fent. 

Mr.  Powys  aflerted,  that  in  fo  ciitical  a  moment  as  thd  ^,^^^ 
prefent,  every  gentleman  ought  to  avow  his  opinion.  I  or  Pov.ys. 
his  own  part,  he  was  averfe  to  a  declaration  of  the;  rights  of 
that  Houfe,  when  no  claim  had  been  made,  that  re ivlired 
fuch  a  declaration  ncceirary.  How  unguardedly  rafli  was 
it  to  declare,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  to 
the  Regency,  than  any  other  individual  fubjcct,  and  how 
dangerous  to  broach  iuch  dovflrines  !  Mr.  Pov.ys  added, 
that  he  did  not  mean  any  thing  invidious,  or  perlonal,  in 
the  references  to  fuch  an  aflertion,  but  merely  to  exprefi 
his  opinion,  that  any  man  who  made  an  afllriion  of  tl'.at 
fort,  did  not  adopt  a  line  of  conduct  likely  to  pr^-fcrve  the 
temper  and  moderation  that  ought  to  mark  tlieir  proceed- 
.  ings  on  fo  folemn  an  occafion.  He  concluded^  i)y  fecond- 
ing  the  vote  of  amendment, 

Mr,  RolU  remarked,  that,  perfeflly  as  he  wa^  convinced  Mr.RoIls 
tliat  every  man  ought  to  avow  his  opinion  in  fuch  a  cri- 
tical moment,  he  fliouM  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  he 
thought  th3  querftion  of  right  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  be 
difculled  and  decided,  after  what  had  pafled  in  that  Houfe, 
and  elfewhere,  Mr.  RoUe  faid,  that  he  always  afled  us  his 
confcience  diflated,  and  delivered  his  fentiments  with  the 
fame  indifference  to  parties,  that  his  honourable  colleague 
had  faid  he  did.  He  had  no  doubt,  that,  however  they 
might  differ  in  opinion,  as  to  the  means  of  attaining  the  end, 
they  both  meant  to  fecure  the  fame  obje<S.  He  had  told 
his  conftituents  to  their  faces,  (as  his  honourable  colleague 
well  knew)  that  it  was  meafurcs,  and  not  men,  to  wliich 
he  looked  ;  and  that  fo  long  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  appeared  to  him  to  be 
aSuated  by  principles  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  of  zeal 
and  regard  to  th^  intcrefts  of  the  nation,  and  the  conftitu- 
tional  rights  of  the  fubjefl:,  he  fhould  have  his  fupport,  but 
no  longer.  The  right  honourable  gentleman's  conduil  hi- 
therto had  been  fuch  as,  in  his  opinion,  well  entitled  him  to 
the  confidence  and  applaufe  of  the  country  \  \i^\\'\\  \^ks^^\ 
our  commerce,  and  exalted  the  national  charaQ.<ix,  \iox\\  cA 
which  were  in  a  /late  of  ruin  aad  decratOLaUotv  v^\\<i^^  ^^ 
K  2  ^'^'i^^^ 
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riglit  honourable  gentleman  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a£* 
fairs.     On  the  prefent  occaiion,  the  right  honourable  gttH- 
tlemnn  feemed  to  be  adluated  by  an  anxious  and  an  ardent 
wifli  to  preferve  the  rights  of  the  Crown  fafe  and  entirt^  in 
a  moment  of  fingular  calamity  and  misfortune,  and,  there^ 
fore,  his  honeft  endeavours  ihould  have  his  fupport.     MfV 
Rolle  profeffed  great  refpedl  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  do^- 
daring,   that  no  man  wifhed  more  iincerely  well  to  his inik 
tereft    than  he  did,  and,   that  when   his   Royal  Ht^hnemj 
fhould  be  Regent,  and  inverted  with  fuch  powers  and  pfe^iA 
rogatives,  as  j(hould  be  deemed  conliftent  with  the  fafety  -tff 
the  Crown,  ar>d  the  welfare  of  the  People,  no  man  ■woal4 
ierve  him  with  more  loyalty.  :  ■ 

Attorney  The  jitt^nty  General  remarked,  that,  in  obedience  tP  Cfatpi: 
General,  ^iflate^  of  his  duty,  he  had  ufed  fome  induftry,  in  looking) 
into  the  fubjedl  of  the  prefent  debate,  and  had  adverted  Mi 
the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord,  with  the  refpeft  owing ^tiy 
his' ability  and  experience;  but  he  muft  at  the  fame  tiAia* 
fay,  that  the  noble  Lord's  acute  difcernment  nerer  appcsiv^i 
to  him  to  have  failed  fo  much,  as  on  the  prefent  oescsA^ 
fion.  The  objefls  which  the  noble  Lord  was  anxiovM  '^t^i 
attain,  were  the  very  objefts  of  tlie  prefent  motion  ;  e»w' 
pedition^and  conftitutional  certainty.  No  lofs  of  time  conrU-i 
be  incurred,  by  determining  that  it  was  the  right  and  duty^: 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  to  provide  for  the  prefent  exignK' 
cy^  On  the  contrary,  fuch  a  refolution  was  a  neceoairi^^ 
foundation  for  all  their  future  proceedings,  as  well  as  tqj 
vindicate  the  rights  of  the  whole  community.  He  defiredii^ 
that  the  diftinflion  between  the  politic,  or  official  capacity  1 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  natural  and  human  capacity  of  tlioa 
perfon  of  the  King,  might  ever  be  kept  feparate  ;  for,  xqKRV- 
that  diflin<Slion,  the  whole  reditude  of  their  proccediinpg; 
depended.  The  politic  capacity  was  invulnerable,  the  n*** 
tural  capacity  was  othervvife.  The  former  required  no' 
fapply,  the  latter  only,  unfortunately  did.  The  irodeiin/ 
which  the  latter  was  in  ancient  times  fupplied,  lay  in  fomQ 
obfcurity.  "Whether  in  tender  infancy,  the  exprefficn  of 
the  King's  will,  by  his  great  feal,  was  dire<5l^ed  hy  his 
PrivY  Council,  hjs  great  Council  of  Peers,  or  his  ftill  greaty 
er  Cquncil  of  Parliament,  was  a  matter  of  fome  obfcurity,^^ 
but  that  it  was  fo  manifcfted,  is  certain,  and  that  manifeiH- 
tion  by  the  great  feal,  is  proved  by  the  Rolls  of  Parlia-* 
ment,  uniformly  to  have  been  deemed ,  neceffary.  In  wh^t^ 
fliape  it  was  to  be  rhanifefted  in  the  prefent  inftance,  would'. 
be  the  fubjedl  of  future  confideration.  He  adniitted,  with 
the  noble  Lord,  tliat  to  adt,  and  not  to  determine,  abftra6t 
queftions,  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  :  but,  he  muft  al* 
Id  contend^  that  it  w:}S  impoflible  to  cowti^ax  x\\^  ^^^jVawvlo^ 
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the  principles  upon  which  the  Committee  afted,  to  the  cora- 
munity  at  large,  as  an  abftradt  queltion,  or  fo  to  conGder  it, 
with  a  view  to  condudl  which,  for  the  benefit  of  that  com- 
munity, they  wer«  bound  to  obferve.     He  begged  leave  to 
advert  to  the  fituation  in  which  both  Houfes  ot  Parliament, 
now  aflembled  in  obedience  to  the  King's  writ  of  fummons, 
were  particularly  placed.     They  were  the  only  poffible  coun- 
fellors,  to  advife  the  King's  politic  capacity,  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  theexercife  of  the  natural  capacity  might  be  fupplied,jiii 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs.    The  Attorney  General  dwelt 
"upon  the  diftinf^ion  between  the  natural,  and  the  politic  capa* 
city  of  the  King,  which  conftituted  the  difference  between  an 
abfolute  vacancy  of  the  Throne,  (which  exifted  at  the  Revo- 
lution) and  a  temporary  fupply  of  fome  of  its  natural  func- 
tions.    He  obferved,  that  the  queflion  had  been  greatly  nar- 
rowed, by  the  noble  Lord's  propofing  in  effeft,  that  the  pre- 
fent debate  fhould  be  put  an  end  to,  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  its  continuation  muff  be  attended  wiih  public  disquie* 
tude,  and  that  the  Heir  Apparent  having  tendered  no  formal 
claim,  rendered  it  unneceffary.     He  adverted  to  the  perfon, 
and  the  manner,  in  which  that  claim  had  been  introduced  ; 
not  by  a  Member  of  the  Houfe,  cafually,  and,  as  it  were,  by 
conjeflure,  but  by  a  great  ftatefman,  anxioufly,  ftudioufly, 
and  upon  full  coniideration,  defiring  to  be  underilood,  to  do 
it  in  limine  of  the  whole  proceeding,  on  the  very  moment 
of  prefenting  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  enquiring  into 
the  ftate  of  the  King's  health.    A  degree  of  acclamation  had 
Attended  that  propofition ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  muil 
proteft,  that  fo  long  as  any  one  Member  in  that  Committee 
profefled  himfelf  to  adhere  to  that  propofition,  he  fhould 
himfelf  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  upon  the  prefent  quef- 
tion.     Their  anceftors  and  predeceffors,  in  tliat  Houfe,  had 
furnifhed  them  with  too  clear  and  perfeft  examples,  nearly 
fimilar,  at  two  different  periods,  at  thediftance  of  thirty-two 
years,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VL  founded,  as  the  Par- 
liamentary records  declare,  on  a  fearch  of  former  precedents. 
From  that  time,  no  precedent  could  be  cxpedled,  as  no  oc- 
cafion  called  for  any  fuch  provifion  till  the  reign  of  King 
Henry   VIII.  when  Regency  afls  began,  which  had,  from 
time  to  time,  been  renewed.     It  would,  therefore,  be  leaving 
their  anceftors  in  the  lurch,  if  the  Committee  deviated  from 
thofe  examples,  founded  on  all  preceding  praflice,  which 
proved  a  Regent  to  be  unknown  to  the  common  law^  of  the 
land,  and  a  mere  creature  of  Parliament.     For  the  purpofe 
of  enforcing  this  point,  the  Attorney  General  adverted  to  the 
Rolls  of  Parliament,  which  proved,  that  when  the  Duke  of 
York  was  made  Regent,  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commous,  \a 
tjje  reijf  n  oi  King  Henry  VI.  a  patent  v«a&  i\i^&.t\^.c>\it; 
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fealed,  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  when  he  fhould 
come  of  age,  which  demonft rated,  (as  he  contended)  that 
without  a  patentj  the  Prince  of  Wales,  when  of  age,  could 
not  claim,  as  of  right,  much  lefsaffurae,  the  Regency  of  this 
realm.  With  refpeft  to  the  clifquietude  of  the  minds  of  the 
fubjefts  of  Great  Britain,  he  infilled,  tiiat  this  great  queftioui 
having  been  anxioufly  introduced  by  a  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, it  muft  now  be  fettled  for  all  poiterity.  If  the  em- 
bers of  that  queftion  were  fuffered  to  remain  fmotheringi" 
th«y  might  hereafter  burll  out  in  a  conflagration,  extremely 
difficult  to  exlingulih  :  but,  it  had  been  faid,  that  the  prefent  I 
ijueftion  v/as  entirely  new,  and  he  would,  for  the  fake  of  ar-  p 
gument,  confider  it  in  this  light,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  afTert, 
that  it  brought  forward  no  novelty  whalfoever.  If  new, 
this  principle  muft  be  adverted  to,  which  was  the  foundation 
iionc  of  the  liberties  and  privilegt;.s,  tliat  Ciitifli  fubjedls  en- 
joy :  that  although  the  neceflity  of  fomc government  amongft 
iuinian  beings,  is  as  apparent,  as  that  of  food  or  cloathii^g} 
3'trt,  that  the  powers  of  government  muft  be  derived  from 
tl:e  community  at  large  ;  an  I  that  it  muft  he  clearly  and 
diftindlly  Ihewn  that  they  ha\c  parted  with  any  fpecific 
power,  claimed  even  by  the  Crown,  much  more  by  its  fub- 
flltute.  The  evidence  of  this  could  only  be,  by  ufage, 
or  written  law ;  and  he  challene^ed  the  gentleman  of  his 
own  profefTion  to  maintain,  v/hether  there  exilled  cue  fni- 
gle  docunie:>t,  dUlnmj  or  fyllable,  wliich  maintained  the  pre- 
fent dodtriiie  ;  and,  whether  there  u»d  not  exift  t!ie  mott  pro- 
found authorities  to  the  contrary  ?  He  tlien  enlarged  upon 
the  feveral  fpecies  of  property,  in  order  to  iliew,  that  no- 
thing could  be  derived  from  analogy  to  tliom,  whether  it  con- 
fifted  of  perfoual  or  real  property,  of  offices,  or  dignities, 
which  could  fupport  the  argument,  againft  the  prefent  queC- 
tion.  He  conjured  the  Houfe,  not  to  fkulk  from  the  real 
and  fubftantial  queftion  of  tlirir  rights,  under  the  flielter  of 
a  fort  of  previous  queftion,  hut,  manfully  to  recolleft,  that 
they  were  themf.lves  acling,  not  for  tlienifelves  perfonallv, 
but  for  the  people  of  Circuit  Britain,  and  for  the  fubjedks  of 
the  empire,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  The  dead  fi- 
lenceof  the  whole  law,  upon  this  common-law  right  of  a  Re- 
gent, was  a  ftrong  proof  that  it  w;is  unknown.  If  there 
were  fuch  a  common  law  officer,  he  aflced  how  our  anceftors, 
when  framing  the  coronation  oath,  the  counterpart  of  the 
o^th  of  allegiance,  had  not  direi'^ed  that  it  ihould  beadmini- 
llered  to  Regents,  as  well  as  to  Kingsl?  Whereas,  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  day,  a  Regent  was  to  ftep  into  the 
Throne,  without  fuch  pledge  given  to  the  people  of  the  land 
for  t!>e  enjoyment  of  tlieir  rights,  civi!  and  religious.  This 
JcaJ  iik-nce,  as  to  coairaon-law  ngl^v,  vir^^^jViow^^^^Y^  inter- 
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niprcd  by  the  powerful  language  of  Parliament,  when  it 
granted  a  reverfion?ry  patent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  then  a 
minor,  when  he  Ihould  come  of  age.  It  feemed  as  if  this  had 
been  done  to  preclude  any  claim  of  right  for  ever;  and,  he 
hoped,  and  trufted,  th:it,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  we  fliould 
reap  a  bsnefit  from  fucli  a  leflbn. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  fome  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Fo«» 
difFerent  fpeakers,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  compelled 
him  t.^  break  lilence,  although  it  had  not  been  his  intention 
to  have  troubled  the  Commiitee,  and,  indeed  if  he  had 
thought  it  neceflary,  after  what  the  Houie  had  before  heard 
from  him  on  the  fubje£l,  to  enter  into  any  farther  juftifica- 
tion  of  his  opinion,  which  he  did  not,  he  was  not,  from  pcr- 
fonal  indifpofition,  capable  of  doing  that  juftice  to  its  de- 
fence, which  he  was  fure  it  defei  ved.  Not  thinking  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  fuch  a  defence,  he  would  treat  the  queftioa 
•n'y  in  a  collateral  way,  and  therefore  Ihould  not  have  oc- 
cafion to  detain  the  Committee  very  long,  nor  was  there 
danger  of  his  injuring  that  caull-  which  he  had  engaged  in, 
by  any  deficiency  of  reafoning  reluhing  from  his  pre  lent  llate 
of  bad  health.  Any  man  would  imagine,  that  from  the 
wcaknefs  of  the  arguments  advanced  on  the  other  fide,  thofc 
who  had  ufed  thofe  arguments,  wilhed  to  jMOVoke  him  to 
debate  the  right  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  exercife  the  Sovereign  authority,  during  thv'.  inc:ipacity  of 
the  Sovereign.  From  the  extreme  futility  ot  ihcir  reafon- 
ing, from  the  glaring  abfurdityof  their  inreronces,  the  falfe 
prirmifcs  they  had  Liid  down,  and  the  irrelevant  and  inap- 
plicable precedents,  wh'ch  they  pretend-i-d  to  rtly  on,  they, 
perhaps,  thought  that  they  held  out  a  temntarlon  In  iHong, 
that  flefli  and  blood  could  not  withfland  it.  C'ould  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  fuppofe  that  the  Com- 
"  niittee  would   think  them   ferious,  in  fupporting  tlie  fyftem 

-  they  meant  to  proceed  upon  in  the  prcilcnt  exigency,  by  pro- 

-  ducing  the  fort  of  j>r£crdents  to  which  tliey  had  referred  ?— 
"What  a  miferable  fyit'»m  muft  that  be,  the  prominent  fea- 
tures of  which  werj  iodir^raceful  r     Was  the  practice  of  the 

■  prefent  times,  times  fo  enlightened,  and  in  which  the  prin- 
V-  ciples  of  the  Conftitution  w«re  fo  well  undcrilocd,  to  be 
^'grounded  on  precedents  drawn  from  fo  dark  and  baibarous  a 
':■'■  period  of  our  hillory  :i:i  the  reign  of  f  Itinry  the  Sixth,  and 
t  were  tlie  rights  of  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  its  pro- 
ceedings in  one  of  the  moft  difficult  moments,  that  had  ever 
occurred,  to  be  maintained  and  vindicated  by  tlie  example 
:  i)f  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  at  a  time  that  thcric^hts  of  thcCom- 
V  mons  Hcufeof  Parliametu  werefo  ill  undeiltood,0£  10  weak- 
":  ly  fuftained,  that  its  Speaker  was  aclually  \\\  \vj\Vov\,  owcjovcv- 
t :  nilimeut  of  the  Houfe  oi  Lords ;   in  pr'ilon  u^^^i^  t^  ya '  'gjiva^wt. 
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in  favour  of  that  Duke  of  York,  ^i^hofe  meafares  Adn 
flration  had  avowed  it  to  be  their  intention  to  imitate  ? 
the  Committee  refleA  a  moment  on  the  period,  the  infan 
tranfa&ions  of  which  were  choien  to  be  made  the  mode 
the  proceedings  of  this  day ;  that  period  which  led  imnr 
ately  to  the  wars  between  the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lanca 
and  was  that  melancholy  aera  at  which  all  the  difmal  fc 
of  anarchy,  confufion,  civil  warfare,  and  bloodflied,  th; 
long  defolated  the  kingdom,  and  reduced  it  to  a  flate  of 
parallelled  difgrace  and  diftrefs,  commenced.  Were 
Committee  to  feleft  their  precedents  from  fucli  times, 
to  govern  their  condu6l  by  fuch  examples  ?  From  a  time, 
when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  proftrate  at  the  fee 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  when  the  third  eflate  had  loft  all  em 
and  vigour,  and  when  all  the  power  lay  wholly  in  the  h: 
ef  the  Barons.  Precedents  drawn  from  fuch  times  a 
not  he  rcforted  to  with  fafety,  becaufe  there  was  no  anal 
between  the  Conftitution  then,  and  the  Conftituion  as  ef 
liihed  at  the  Revolution,  and  fince  pra£lifed.  All  pr 
dents  taken  from  periods  preceding  the  Revoluton,  muf 
precedents  which  bore  no  analogy  to  the  prefent  cafe  ; 
caufe,  at  no  one  period  before  the  Revolution,  was  < 
liberty  clearly  defined  and  underftood,  the  rights  of  the 
ferent  branches  of  the  Legillature  afcertr.ined,  and  the 
fpirit  of  our  Conftitution  felt  and  acknowledged.- 
The  earlier  periods  of  hiftory  were  fuch,  as  only  flic 
the  changes  of  hands  into  which  our  power  fliifted,  as 
circumftances  of  the  times  ordained.  In  one  reign, 
power  would  be  found  to  have  been  in  the  King,  and  thei 
was  an  abfolute  tyrant;  in  others,  the  Barons  poflefled 
and  held  both  King  and  Commons  in  themoft  flavifli  fuH 
tion ;  fometimes  the  democracy  prevailed,  and  all  the 
preffions  of  a  democratical  government  were  praflifed  in  l' 
fuUeft  enormity.  No  precedent,  therefore,  drawn  fi 
times  fo  variable,  where  right  and  wrong  were  fo  often  c 
founded,  and  where  popular  freedom  had  neither  an  e) 
ence  nor  a  name,  fhould  be  confidered  as  of  the  Icaft  ant 
rity  whatfocver.  Amidft  all  the  precedents,  he  defir« 
know  if  they  had  found  one  of  a  Prince  of  Wales,  of  : 
age  and  full  capacity,  who  had  been  denied  the  exercif 
the  Sovereignty,  during  the  known  and  declared  in capai 
of  the  Sovereign  ?  One  of  the  precedents  the  right  h6nt 
able  gentleman  had  mentioned,  leaned  rather  that  way ; 
meant  the  precedent  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Th 
where  the  Prince  of  Wales,  though  a  minor,  was  decla 
Regent,  in  the  abfence  of  his  father.  With  regard  to  w 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  \\;ii  &?>xit^ot\.W  o^^xrrel 
tween  the  Cardinal  de  Beaufott  ;!iu^  x\\eT>\:\w^  ^l  ^Vwjw 
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\jas  that  at  all  in  point  to  the  cafe  to  which  the  right  ho* 
nourahle  gentleman  had  fo  invidioully  applied  it  ?  What  was 
that  charge  ?  A  charge  that  Cardinal  de  Beaufort  liad,  in  the 
reign,  and  during  tlie  life-time  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  ad- 
vifed  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Henry  tlie  Fifth,  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  exercife  of  the  Sovereign  authority. 
Was  there  the  fmalleft  degree  of  analogy  hetween  the  ilhiefs 
of  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  the  known  caufe  of  the  incapacity 
of  our  prefent  Sovereign  ?  Henry  the  Fourth  was  afflidled 
with  a  languor,  the  natural  concomitant  of  age,  and  in  his 
cafe,  the  confequence  of  a  fever,  and  long  ficknefs;  but 
was  Henry  the  Fourth,  tlierefore,  incapacitated  from  the 
exercife  of  the  Sovereign  authority  ?  By  no  means  :  he  might 
not  be  able  to  meet  his  Parhament,  but^  moft  undoubtedly^ 
he  was  not  difabled  from  executing  public  bufinefs  of  any 
other  nature.  He  was  in  full  pofleffion  of  his  mental  facul- 
ties, could  iflue  his  orders,  and  inftrudl  his  Miniflcrs,  juft 
as  well  as  he  had  exercifed  thefe  powers  in  the  fuUeft  vigour 
of  his  youtlu  To  advife  the  Prince  of  Wales,  therefore,  un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  Sovereign 
authority,  was  to  advife  him  to  be  guilty  of  high  trtafon, 
and  had  the  Prince  of  Wales  been  lb  alvif^^d,  and  followed 
the  advice,  the  Prince  would  have  been  guilty  of  high  trea- 
fon,  and  have  fubjefted  his  life  to  forfeiture.  It  was  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that  Cardinal  de  Beaufort,  feeling  the 
•  weight  of  fuch  an  accufation,  as  that  urged  againfl;  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  knowing  the  ferious  confe- 
quences  to  which  it  led,  fhould  fuch  a  chnrge  be  proved 
againft  him,  aiSled  wifely  in  avowing  his  innocence,  ftanding 
upon  his  defence,  and  defiring  to  have  the  matter  referred 
to  the  Judges,  that  he  might  be  purged  of  the  guilt  imputable 
to  fo  foul  an  offence. 

Upon  the  prefent  ocicafion,  there  had  been  two  afiertions 
of  pofitive  right  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe.  On  his  fide, 
the  aflertion  of  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  Heir 
Apparent,  and  of  full  age  and  capacity,  to  exercife  the  So- 
vereign authority  during  His  Majefty  s  infirmity.  On  that 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  aflertion  that  the 
Prince  had  no  more  right  tt>  exercife  the  Sovereign  autho- 
rity, under  fuch  circumftances,  than  any  other  individual 
fubjefl.  He  did  not  underftand  the  invidious  dignity  he  had 
l>cei1  exalted  to  on  this  occafion,  nor  could  he  admit  what 
the  honourable  and  learned  ger.tleman,  who  fpoke  la'ft,  had 
been  pleafed  to  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon,  t!;at  any  opinion 
delivered  in  that  Houfe,  by  fo  humble  and  infig'iificant  an 
individual  as  himfelf,  or  by  any  Member  of  vvliat  rank  and 
degree  foever,  ouglit  to  be  made  the  £To\iV\A  o^  w.  y^o^^-^'^^^^'^ 
^  the  Houfe.    But,  fine?  the  right  liououvAA'e  ^^wAet^^^"^ 
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I  was  determine  to  make  a  perfonal  quefttbn  tWdbl  tbM^ 
fince  he  condefcended  to  confider  himfelf  bis  rii  il^  a^d  chofc 
to  have  recourfe  to  his  majority,  why  would  he  AoC  'iTf  Ul 
opinion,  and  let  the  queftion  be^  <<  That  it  it  itie  MinioA  df 
^<  this  Committee,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  tUb  fWritt  df 
<<  Wales,  being  Heir  Apparent,  and  of  full  age  «nd  tafMidtff 
<<  has  no  more  right  to  exercife  the  Royal  authority*  flittin| 
*<  His  Majelly's  incapacity,  than  any  other  indivi'dwd  IM^ 
'•*  jeStJ*  I'he  right  honourable  gentleman  well  KtfeW,  tittt 
lie  dared  not  venture  to  fubjed  fuch  a  queftion  to  dnbiite,  til 
well  knew,  that,  with  all  his  majorities,  be  coiild  Mt  riSpk 
it ;  he  well  knew,  that  if  he  could  have  fa  far  loft  fig^ht  uf 
prudence,  as  to  have  hazarded  fuch  a  queftion,  riot^Ml^ 
ftanding  his  high  charadler,  and  his  known  inffuenofe  WitUi 
thofe  walls,  there  would  not  have  been  twenty  Mbnftiri^ 
who  would  have  fupported  him  in  it.  In  h6tj  he  wcM  kuMP^ 
that  the  moment  he  let  fuch  an  opinion  efcapehis  H^  \Xf^ 
execrated  by  all  who  heard  it,  and  that  tt  had  teeiilfikvtt  df* 
ecrated,  by  all  w1k>  had  heard  of  it,  ont  of  dooFi«  Wbt 
bad  been  the  refult  of  this  ?  Confcious  of  his  errors  iMid  CM' 
fcious  that  fo  monftrous  a  doftrine  as  he  had  fuflensd  hitnftif 
in  an  evil  hour,  to  deliver,  had  revolted  the  puMic  nftikiiy'tiil 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  feized  on  the  firft  iliOliwlit 
that  offered,  to  qualify  what  he  had  faid,  by  unneotiffitfk 
coming  forward  with  a  declaration,  that,  though  hb  wim 
not  admit  the  Prince  of  Wales's  right  to  exercife  thfc  Smi^ 
reign  authority,  during  the  incapacity  of  hrs  father,  yvclfe 
confefled  that,  on  grounds  of  expediency,  and  as  A  ittttMrtf 
dlfcretion,  the  perfon  to  hold  the  Regency  ought  f b  te  d* 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  no  other.  This  mode  of  argftaMlli 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  reminded  him  of  what  had  pafiid  In  tirit 
H^ufe  about  thirteen  years  before,  between  an  eksHiM 
Crown  Lawyer,  tiow  the  firil  law  charader  in  the  kiMrdoBH 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  and  himfelf.  At  the  time  to  wmcffa  lie 
referred,  the  argument  had  been  the  right  of  this  cotnllft-y  tb 
tax  Amerka^  when  he  had  contended,  that  Great  BritiubbM 
an  undoubted  right  to  tax  her  American  Colonies,  bUt^tlMI 
the  exercife  of  that  right  would  be,  in  the  higbt!^'d^gM|^ 
Tfnjuftifiable  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  In  anfwer  to  tliiii 
the  great  Lawyer,  with  a  quaintnefs  peculiar  to  hinrfU^  hii 
faid,  ^  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  what  that  right  is,  NrtrUdl^ 
"  when  attempted  to  be  exercifed,  becomes  a  wrong/'  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  had  adM 
npon  th«  converfe  of  the  great  Lawyer's  maxim,  haViAg  pri- 
nounced  the  right  a  wrong,  and  then  immediately  pto<;^«dl' 
to  exercife  it  in  the  moft  effeAuat  manner.  In  one  jlofa^  tt 
riew  only,  could  be  inaginc  tVie  exxftwee  o^-x  TA<»ht5Xirtjich> 
wh€ii  cxcreifs4^  mi^bt  become  a  wrocv^*.  ^iW\\v^v«H^V 
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three.bn^chflsof  die  Legiflatore,  confifting  of  Kings,  Lords 
and  ConiJEnons,  had  a  right  to  authorize  and  siSt  a  moral  eviU. 
They  mijirht  fet  afide  the  fucceflion,  and  deprive  the  Prince 
of  Wales  of  his  hereditary   right  to  fucceed  his  prefent 
Majefty  ;  but  this  enormity  could  not  of  right  be  pradiled 
by  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  independent  of  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Sovereign,  any  more  than  the  Minifter  could  fet 
faimfelF  up  in  competition  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
tonteft  with  him»  as  a  claimant,  for  the  Regency.     For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  hefitate  to  repeat  his  opinion,  that  a 
right  attached  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Heir  Apparent,  to 
cxeccife  the  Spvefeignauthorityy  upon  the  King's  incapacity 
being  declared  by  the  two  Houies  of  Parliament ;  the  Prince's 
right,  however,  being  all  along  confldered  as  fubje£t  to  the 
adjudication  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Lords  and  Commons. 
This  opinion  he  had  not  changed,  nor  did  he  feel  the  fmallcft 
difpoiitioa  to  change  it ;   and,  indeed,  the   honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  feemed  to  coincide  with 
hU  fentiments,  that  he  had,  if  he  under Aood  him  rightly, 
€xpreffly  declared,  that  in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  the  Crown, 
nothing  ihort  of  an  aj£t  of  exclufion  could  prevent  the  Prince 
from  fucceeding  to  the  throne,  and  that  even  nothing  fliort 
cf  fuch  conduct  as  would  defervedly  warrant  an  aA  of  ex- 
cluCon,  ougiit  to  throw  out  a  Prince  of  Wales,  of  full  agi^ 
and .  full  capacity,  from  the  Regency.    The  counter  opinion 
to  his  was  fraught  wijth  fo  many,  and  fuch  enormous  evil«, 
that  he  was  perfuaded  no  moderate  man,  who  confidered  the 
fubje£l  With  the  degree  of  attention  that  it  moft  undoubtedly 
snerited,  would,  for  a  moment,  maintain  it,  either  on  the 
ground  of  right,  of  difcretion,  or  of  expediency.     What- 
ever his  opinion  was,  why  fliouM  that  right  be  difcufTed* 
which  had  beea  neither  claimed,  nor  intended  to  be  claimc'd  ? 
That  this  was  the  prociie  fiate  of  the  fadl,  was  not  to  be 
cloubted,  after  the  declaration  which  had  been  fo  gracioi:{l) 
communicated  from  the  higheft  authority  in  another  place. 
Of  the  manner  in  which  that  communication  had  been  made, 
and  the  commendation  that  was  due  to  the  exalted  perfonngt* 
who  made  it,  he  would  not  fiy  one  word ;  becaufe  he  would 
not  run  the  rifqua  of  having  what  was  due  to  merit  miftaken 
for  fuHbme  adulation,  and  fcrvile  flattery.    But,  the  claim 
thu^  difavowed,  how  muft  the  preamble  of  a  bill  run,  truly 
to  defcribe  the  cafe  as  it  flood  at  prefent :     **  Wliereas  his 
**  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  never  claimed  a 
*^  right  to  theR^ncy,  it  becomes  neceflary  for  the  Lordu 
^  Spiritual  and  'I  emporal,  and  for  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
^'  land,  to  declare,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  has  no  right, 
^*  and  we  therefore  do  hereby  declare  his  Ron^I  W\^^^^^ 
^  Sol^fitgent  of  tl^fc  kingdoms^**    W\\9lX  cov\\\  ^\q>«^.  v^^^e 
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ridiculous,  than  abill,  opening  with  this  language.;  dnd  fi> 
it  mcfl  be  worded,  unlefs  they  falfified  the  fuGty  and  made  a 
courfe  of  law  a  ground-work  of  the  bill.  All  this  difficulty 
and  embarraflinent  was  created,  when  thcrre  was  not  the 
frnalleft  occafion  for  it,  fince  it  was  the  concurrent  opinion 
of  ail  mankind,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  fhould  be  the 
Regent.  Wliy*  then,  would  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man thus  agitate  the  matter,  unlefs  it  were  for  the  littb 
purpofe  of  perfonal  triumph?  Extremely  eenfurable  wen 
the  boafting  language  ufed  upon  tiiis  occafion,  of  gratitude 
to  the  Sovereign,  ana  the  ftrong  aflertions  that  fuch  grati- 
tude Ihould  be  exemplified,  by  the  condudl  of  thofe,  who 
confeffed  tliemfelves  under  perfonal  obligations  to  the  Sove- 
reign. Perfonal  attachment  was  no  fit  ground  for  public 
conduit,  and  thofe  who  had  declared  they  would  take  care 
of  the  rights  of  the  Sovereign,  hecaufe  they  had  received  fa- 
vours at  his  hands,  betrayed  a  little  mind,  and  warranted  a 
conclufion.  that  if  they  had  not  received  thofe  favours,  they 
would  have  been  lefs  mindful  of  their  duty,  and  have  afied 
with  Itfs  zeal  for  his  intereft,  than  if  they  had  not  been  in* 
debted  to  him  for  any  favours.  Mr-  Fox  owned  himfelf  in- 
<lebted  to  the  Heir  Apparent,  becaufe  he  had  been  pleafod, 
for  feveral  years,  to  favour  him  with  his  confidence ;  bat 
that  flattering  mark  of  diftinf^ion  had  not  been  made  the  fub- 
jeS  of  his  fpeeches  in  that  Houfe,  nor  had  he  ever  confidered 
it  as  a  proper  motive  for  his  public  condudl.  Neither,  oil 
the  prefent  occafion,  nor  at  any  time,  if  he  thought  the  ob» 
jeAs  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  Incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terefts,  fhould  he  think  he  paid  a  compliment  to  the  Princcj 
any  more  than  he  fhould  think  he  afted  confiftently  withjwhat 
was  due  to  his  own  charafter,  in  fufFering  the  confidennion 
of  the  terms  on  which  he  lived  with  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to 
bias  him  in  thefmalleft  degree,  or  induce  him  to  a6t  contrary 
to  what  he,  in  his  confcience,  thought  mofl  likely  to  pro* 
mote  the  welfare  of  the  public  :  whereas,  the  right  honour-t 
able  gentleman  appeared  to  aft  upon  a  very  oppoiite  prin- 
ciple, and  repeatedly  introduced  the  name  of  the  Sover^ign^ 
though  feldom  for  any  other  purpofe,  than  an  oflentatious 
difplay  of  the  confidence  repofed  in  himfelf.  To  the  Houfe 
of  Brunfwick  this  country  ftood,  in  an  eminent  degree,  in- 
debted; and,  indeed,  few  Princes  ever  deferved  the  love  of 
their  fubjefts  more  than  the  Princes  of  that  Houfe.  Since? 
tlieir  acceiEon  to  the  Throne,  their  Government  had  been 
fuch  as  to  render  it  highly  improbable,  that  there  fliould 
ever  be  ground  for  an  aft  of  exclufion  to  pafs,  to  fet  afideone 
of  their  heirs  from  the  fuccefnon,  or  that  fuch  a  circumflance 
jliould  ever  become  a  neceffary  fubjeft  of  contemplation.  If 
thePiinces  of  the  Houfe  of  lkui\fwic;khvl,3Lt3^v\^  ticue^dif- 


A.  1788.  DEBATES.  77 

fered  with  their  fubjeds,  it  had  been  only  on  collateral 
points,  ivhich  had  been  cafily  adjufted  in  Parliament.  No 
one  of  the  Princes  of  that  Houfe  had  ever  made  any  attempt 
againft  the  conftitution  of  the  country  ;  although,  had  fuch 
.  a  mifchievous  defign  been  meditated,  a  party  could  have 
been  found  in  exiftence,  and  ready  to  abet  them  in  any 
fcheme,  the  blackeft  and  moft  fatal  that  ever  tyrant  de- 
vifed  againil  the  liberties  or  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjefls. 
The  love,  therefore,  of  the  people  was  due  to  the  illuf- 
trious  family  on  the  Thtone,  in  fo  peculiar  and  eminent  a 
degree,  that  every  circumftance  which  looked  as  if  it  could  at 
any  diftance  endanger  the  hereditary  right  of  the  Houfe  of 
Brunfwic  to  the  fucceffion,  ought  to  be  guarded  againft  with 
peculiar  jealoufy,  and  peculiar  caution,  Exclufive  of  the  con- 
currence of  the  public  voice,  not  only  the  fpirit  of  the  confli* 
tution,  pointed  out  the  Htir  Apparent  as  the  fitteft  perfon  to 
be  Regent,  but,  the  Aft  of  Settlement  might  be  defeated  if  his 
Royal  Higlinefs  were  pafTed  by,  and  the  dodlrine  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  carried  into  efFetSt,  In  adhering  to  the 
principles  of  the  Aft  of  Settlement,  there  could  be  no  ill ;  if 
as  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  laid,  there  flioulJ 
be  a  Prince  of  Wales,  whofe  political  principles  were  fo  de- 
praved, that,  in  oppofition  to  his  own  natural  interefts,  he 
fhould  haver  followed  the  example  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and 
James  the  Second,  either,  in  one  inftance,  indicating  a  de- 
termination to  become  a  tyrant,  and  deftroy  the  liberties  of 
his  fubjeftS}  by  fubverting  the  Conftitution,  or  in  the  other, 
fo  conneftinghimfelf  with  France,  and  the  political  enemies 
of  his  country,  that  every  thing  fatal  was  to  be  dreaded 
from  his  Government,  fuch  a  Prince  of  Wales  ought  to  be 
excluded  from  the  Regency,  in  like  manner  as  he  undoubtedly 
would  be  excluded  from  the  Throne,  on  the  natural  demife 
of  his  father,  or  predeceftbr.  But,  then,  the  Bill  of  Exclu- 
"fion  to  pafs  in  fuch  cafe,  muft  be  the  work  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  corapkat,  and  not  the  aft  of  two  branches  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  only.  Let  the  Committee  confiderthe  danger  of  mak- 
ing any  other  perfon  Regent  befides  the  Prince  of  Wales !  If 
the  tWQ  Houfes  could  choofe  a  Regent,  they  might  choofe 
whom  they  plenfed;  they  might  choofe  a  Foreigner,  a  Ca- 
tholic (for,  the  law  defines  not  the  Regent)  who,  while  he 
field  the  pivvver  of  the  Third  Eftate,  might  prevail  on  the 
Other  two  iiranclies  of  the  Legiflature  to  concur  with 
him,  alter  or  fet  afide  the  fucceffion,  and  turn  away  tlie 
Houfe  of  Brunfwic,  and  put  them  in  the  fituation  of  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart.  He  faw  this  doftrine  was  deemed  extra- 
vagant, but  he  meant  to  put  an  extravagant  cafe;  he  had 
not,  however,  put  an  impoffible  one;  let  them  turn  to  tlve 
favourite  period  of  our  hiftory  (favour lie  at  \t;x&m\X\  \\«  ox^vrt 
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fide  of  tho  Hoofey  that  da.T.)  the  reign  of  H^nry  VI.  ^ 
they  wouU  find  that  Richard^  Duke  of  Yorlcj  took  ^mIvooi^ 
of  his  powec  as  ProteAor  of  (he  kingdom,  ^ml^  n4AuaU^f 
difinherited  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  t£s  whole  tine  of  Lan* 
cafter,  though  they  were  more  nearly  allied,  and  had  mq:\k 
better  pietenfions  to  the  Crown  than  the  Hoyfe  of  YorL 
The  fame  difoial  fcene  which  bad  difgraced  our  ^n^ils,  it 
that  period,  might  be  a£led  over  again,  if  tha  two  Houl^ol 
Parliament  ever  concurred  to  fubvert  thoConn:itunon^bf 
afluming  to  themfelv.es  the  exercife  of  the  Roy^l  Prerpg^^tive* ' 
and  arrogating  the  right  to  legiflate  and  make  law  in  ths 
teeth  cf  the  ftatute  of  the  13th  of  Charles,  the  Second^  whjdi 
he  had,  on  a  former  day  found,  occafion  to  [iieiiUon»  avj 
which  not  only  declared,  that  the  two  HouGea  of  F^rlUn?(nE 
could  not  make  Jaws  without  the  confent  and  concurfenct 
of  the  King,  but  alfo  declared,,  that  whoever  Hiould  pit? 
fume  to  affirm  the  contrary,  ihould  be  ^urJty  of  H^gk 
Treafon,  and  incur  the  pains  and  penalties  of  a  premui^it^ 
To  make  a  law  for  the  appoivlment  of  a  Regent »  he  cofi« 
fideredy  fo  fair  as  it  went,  a^.  a  converfioQ  of  tiie  fucce^MMi 
to  the  Monarchy  from  hereditary  to  elfeiSiye^  and  what  bn 
of  aGonflitutioo  that  was,  which  bad  ap  elective  Monarch]^ 
Poland,  and  the  miferabie  condition  of  ixs  fahjei^s,  fu^t^ 
eotly  evinced.  The  right  to  make  X^aws,  reded  ouly  m^  tbf 
I>egiflatuFe  compleat,  and  not  in.  the  concui;.rence  of  any  tm 
branches  of  it.  Upon  that  very  principle  was  our  ConlB* 
tution  huilr,  and,  on  tibe  prefervation  of  it,  did  it«  exideocc 
depend.  Were^  the  cs^&  otherwife,  the  QjoAitutioa  might 
beeafily  deflroyed^,  becaufe  if  tljie  two  br^ches  cou14  a^iimf 
the  power  to  make  Law,  tbey  might,  in  that  Law,  change^ 
genius  of  the  third  Eflate.  Theprefent  Ccuntion  of  afijiti 
had  been  compared  to  the  Revolut^ion^  but,  in  fa^  it  wif 
no  ways  fimjlar.  The  Throne  had  then  been  denbred  v^ca^t, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Conftit;ution  reo;iained^  Now,  th^  X'^f^ 
w^s  declared  fi^l^  but  its  authority  wajs  fufpended*  Al  iH 
jperiod  of  the  Revolution,  the  Convention  which  was  ifeq 
^ffembJeiU  confciou^  that  they  couJdnot  ma^ke  nny  change 41 
ibe  genius  of  the  Monarchy,  until  tbj^]f,  had  a  head,  £rll  r^- 
(lored  the  third  EAat^  and  thicn  defined  its  power.  Wiier^Ji 
tjbe  Committee  were  called  on  to  proceed  in  a  different  w^|; 
firft,  to  new-caft  the  Office,  and  then  to  declare  the  Officer* 
^nd  what  muft  be  the  lituation  of  a  Regent  eltded  by  thit 
Houfe?  He  muftbea  pageant,  a  puppet,  a  creature  of  theif 
o^n^  Jtnt  pondirf  carf^usy  ^^n  infult  and  a  mockery  oa  every 
maxim  of  Government !  Mr.  Fox  defined  ihz  nature  aM 
charafler  of  the  three  Eftates.  The  Conflitution  fuppofw) 
each  of  its  three  branches  to  be  independent  of  the  other  i\\% 
^r»id  a£iua]\y  hpftile,  and  if  that  ^jjiincii^le  wis  ocvce  ^iven  ufl, 
iUbc/e  W2S  an  end  to  our  polilWal  fe^^Aom.     'fe^^^^S^  ^-^x^t 
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wn  and  Houfe  of  Lords  could  make  laws  without  the 
rurrende  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  the  Crown  and 
Commons  independent  of  the  Lords,  or  the  two  Houfes 
Parliament  without  the  Crown  ;  in  either  cafe,  the  Con- 
ition  was  gone.     The  fafety  of  the  whole  depended  on  the 
mfy  of  each  againft  the  other;  not,  on  tire  patriotifm  ef 
one  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  hut  rather  on  the  feparate 
re'fts  of  the  three,  concurring,  through  different  views,  to 
general  good,  the  Insnefit  of  thie  community.     A  princi- 
congenial  to  human   nature,  prone  to  the  eztenfion  of 
er,  and  to  the  deprefTion  of  a  rival.     All  thefe  principles 
arrangements  would  he  deflroyed  by  the  prefent  projeft, 
rh  would  radically  alter  the  Governrtient,  and  of  confe« 
rcc,  overturn  the  Conftitution.     Mr.  Fox  explained  the 
icular  powers  of  the  Crown  to  defend  itfclf  againft  any 
oachment  on  the  part  of  the  Commons,  or  to  refift  any 
on  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     In  the  one  cafe,  by  a  Diflo- 
►n,  the  King  might  refift  the  attempt  on  his  prerogative, 
by  an  lencreafe  of  the  Peerage,  be  might  quell  the  other* 
power  of  giving  either  an  ailbnt  or  diilent  from  any  Bill, 
ated  equally  againft  the  fingle  defign  of  one,  or  the  con- 
"ate  union  of  both  Houfes  to  trench  on  the  c/)nftitutional 
Its  of  the  Crown  ;  and,  great  as  obvious  was  the  diiad- 
agc  of  fubjefling  the  Sovereign  to  fuch  difficulties,  as 
'ould  biB  liable  to  encounter,  were  the  power  of  diftblu- 
encreafe  of  Peerage,  and  right  of  giving  the  affent  or 
It  to  Bills  taken  away.     If  there  was  to  be  a  Monarch, 
Monarchical  Power  ought  to  be  entire ,  and,  for  this  in- 
itable  reafon :  becaufe  the  name  and  rank  of  a  King, 
Out  the  pofleffion  of  regal  powers,  was  a  Being  which  did 
:ome  within  the  reach  of  human  conception.     If  it  ap- 
jd  to  the  Houfe  that  the  Royal  Prerogative  ought  to  be 
iknfcribed^  let  them  inveft  a  proper  perfon  with  it,  and 
openly  and  manfully  contend  for  the  circumfcription  or 
riutiori  of  its  powers;  but^toaim  at  an  adverfary  incapa- 
f  refiftance,    was  neither  brave  nor  noble.     Mr.  Fox 
ted  out  (what  he  termed)   the  dariger  of  making  the  Re- 
y  eleflive,  and  of  the  two  Houfes  fetting  afide  the  here- 
y  right  to  it,  infifting  that  the  pofleffion  of  the  Crown, 
)f  the  executive  authority,  muft,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
jverned  by  the  fame  principles.     In  order  to  illuflrate 
he  put  the  cafe  of  a  Polandcr  afkin'g  an  Engliftiman 
her  the  monarchy  of  Great  Britain  was  hereditary  or 
ive?  Any  man  familiar  with  the  theory  of  the  Confti- 
n  would  naturally  think,  that  the  ready  anfwer  would 
lat  it  was  hereditary.     But  if  the  dodlrineof  that  day 
liled,  the  anfwer  muft  be*  "  I  cannot  tell  ?  alk  his  Ma- 
s  phyrxcizns^     When  the  King  of  E.nj\>iii  \%  \^  ^orA 
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health,  the  monarchy  is  hereditary  ;  but  when  he  is  ill,^ 
incapable  of  exercifing  the  Sovereign  Authority,  it4s  A 
live."  The  aflertion,  that  the  Britim  monarchy  was  eleAi 
was,  however,  to  palpably  hoAile  to  the  principles .  qF^' 
Conftitution,  that  it  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  OKHQi 
How  then  was  the  difficulty  to  be  furmounted  ?  A  fiibt^p^ji 
politic  lawyer  might  be  found,  who  would  plaufibly  g^fpa^ 
that  though  it  muA  be  allowed  thot  the  Monarchy  .v*i«)9i 
^itary,  the  Executive  Power  might  be  eledive.  .Tho0».' 
Crown  and  its  fundions  might  be  feparated,  as  if  ti^gy  w 
in  their  nature  diAin<9|  whereas  the  one  was  the  eflbnf^.« 
the  other  the  name.  Mr.  Fox  here  purfuedMs  argjaiqp|j 
an  hypothetical  dialogue  between  the  EngUihman.  soidj 
Pole,  with  the  occafional  aid  of  the  politic  lawyer^.Jto.- 
cjle  contradi^ions,  and  explain  apparent  impofiibilitieSy.  ij 
culing  the  argument  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  10^^^ 
the  poiitical,  as  well  as  the  natural  capacity  of  the  King^, 
mained  whole  and  entire,  although  he  was  declared  ii^ 
ble  of  exercifmg  his  regal  fun6kions.  If  the  Crown  ^a^ 
have  no  fundkions,  whv  there  fhould  be  a  King,  WJuJbiievij 
his  imagination  to  diicover.  The  legal  metapbyfi^s  w 
diAinguiihe4  between  the  Crown  and  its  fan£lions«  wen 
liim  unintelligible.  The  inveiligators  fhould  be  rchog||| 
and  not  Aatefmen,  fitter  for  colleges  of  difputation^  j^ 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  if  a  queftion  that  fo  de^Ij  j 
volved  the  exigence  of  the  Conilicution,  were  to  be  thus  j 
cufled  :  and,  where  was  that  famous  di£tum  to  be  found,  d 
exprefsly  defcribed  the  Crown  as  guarded  by  fuch  fan£|y 
and  left  its  powers  at  tl^e  mercy  of  every  afHkilant. 

Having  contended,  that  fuch  was  the  abfurdity  of  .M 
metaphyfics,  and  called  upon  the  gownfmen  to  fliew  biot  J 
di^um  which  fupported  the  oppofite  affertion,  that  th'ePn 
of  Wales  had  no  more  right  to  exercife  the  Sovereign  j^d 
rity  during  his  Majefty's  incapacity,  than  any  oth^  ^liS 
dual  fubje£t,  Mr.  Fox  adverted  to  a  part  of  the  argiHQeoU 
vanced  againft  him,  and  including  an  allegation,,  th^^ 
had  deferred  the  caufe  ^vhich  he  had  heretofore  been  fupjM 
to  claim  the  peculiar  merit  of  (landing  forth  on  all  occafioQi 
defend  ;  and,.thus  manifeded  an  inattention  to  the  priirjite 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  the  encroachments  ofl 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  Upon  this  occafion,  MriS 
remarked,  that  his  own  refiflance  againftthe  latter,  whejpi  itl 
been  thought  encreafing  unconftitutionally,  were  well  knSal 
The  influence  of  the  Crown  had  been  more  than  oncechQ§ 
in  that  Houfe,  and  (he  really  believed)  to  the  advanta^ 
the  people.  Whenever  the  executive  authority  was^'urj 
beyond  its  reafonable  extent,  it  ought  to  he  refitted,  an|L 
carried  his  ideas  on  that  head  fo  far,  rhnt  lie  had  not  fcry|| 
io  iJecUre,    that  the  fup\;Aiei  o\3l^\\\.  \.o  \i^  "^o^^ti^   St ! 


A.  1788.  D    E    B    A    T    iE    S^  81 

Royal  AfTent  were  refufed  to  a  conflitutional  curtailment* 
of  any  ol^^noxious  and  dangerous  prerogative.  Moderate 
men  (he  was  aware)  thought  this  a  violent  doflrine;  but 
he  had  unifoitnly  maintained  it ;  and  the  public  had  derived 
advantage  from  its  having  been  carried  iiitoeftedb.  Hedefired 
to  afk,  however,  if  this  were  an  dccafion  for  exercifing  the 
conftitutional  power,  of  refifting  the  prerogative  or  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  in  that  Houfer  He  had  ever  made  it  his 
pride  to  combat  with  the  Crown,  in  the  plenitude  of  its  i>ow- 
cr,  and  the  fullnefs  of  its  authority  ;  he  wiflied  not  to  tram- 
ple on  its  rights,  while  it  lay  extended  at  their  feet,  deprived 
df  its  fundtions,  and  incapable  of  refiftance.  Let  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  pride  hirafelf  on  a  viflory  obtained 
againft  a  defencclefs  foe,  let  him  boaft  of  a  triumph  where 
no  battle  had  been  fought,  and  confequently  where  no  glory 
eould  be  obtained  !  Let  him  take  advantage  of  the  calami- 
ties of  human  nature,  let  him,  like  an  unfeeling  lord  of  the 
manor,  riot  in  the  riches  to  be  acquired  by  plundering  fliip- 
wrecks,  by  rigoroufly  afferting  a  right  to  the  waifs,  eftraysj 
Jeodands,  and  all  the  accurtiulated  produce  of  the  various  ac- 
cents which  misfortune  could  throw  into  his  power.  Let  it 
not  be  his  boaft,  to  have  gained  fuch  viSories,  obtained  fuch 
triumphs,  or   availed  himfelf  of  wealth   lb   acquired. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  all  the  labour  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  fearch  for  precedents,  had  been  fruitleft,  for  that 
not  one  of  the  precedents  applied.  If  they  tended  to  prove 
any  thing,  it  was  to  eftablifli  the  Prince's  right :  fince,  in  all 
of  them,  the  neareft  relative  to  the  Crown,  if  ifi  the  kingdom, 
had  been  appointed  the  Regent,  and  cfpecially  a  Prince  of 
Wales.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  his  Ion,  common- 
ly called  the  Black  Prince,  was  declared  Regent,  at  only  thir* 
teen  years  of  age,  during  t!ie  invaCon  of  France  by  his  father; 
and,  afterwards,  during  theabfence  of  Edward  and  the  Prince, 
Iiis  brother,  Lionel,  Duke  of  Clarence,  was  appointed.  The 
Regencies  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth  proved  the  right 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  more  fully,  becaufe,  in  tliat  reign, 
the  liglit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  recognized,  (although 
he  was  not  a  year  old)  in  the  very  patent,  which  .^.ppointed 
the  Duke  of  York  Protedtor.  Mr.  Fox  now  obferved,  that 
-an  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Baftard)  had,  in  the  courfc  of 
the  debate,  jchofen  to  remark,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Pitt)  flood  higher  in  the  opinion  of  the  public, 
at  prefent,  than  he  did.  Before  any  gentleman  took  upon 
himfelf  to  pronounce  on  fuch  topics,  he  ought  to  be  fure  that 
he  was  right  in  his  affertion.  He  hadeverv  reafcn  to  believe, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  miftaken  in  what  he  had 
faid,  having  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  his  conftf- 
tuents,  anl  having  then  received  the  moO.  Mv^euvxwociA ^\\^ 
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*irrf rrrrj  pf otift  of  th^r  coiffiiieacfl  antl  kiiKlttefs.     I 

^rdr.iUy  with  ihat  Konouratilc 
,,♦  ,  l;  ,  ^r  ^  -ticMi  thai  fjc  Iwil  ma4e»  of  the  pr_ 
of  die  prcfan  mption,  if  pcrOftcd  in,  wrth  n^girtl  to  Ireli 
and  t^^fi  citanVffi  of  a  t!iflt*ft*ttct',  Wtvve&n  die  iwtk  Huud 
Parlbnifnt*  Widi  refpril  ro  Uebiul,  if  the  two  Hot 
the  Britifh  P>rrMmeTit,  r?  '  '  ■  ^c*;  of  V 
erf  rigtit,  fRort  pnjKihfv,  ^  u  ^f  Ir--; 

the  Uinei  it  tl'^y  fp  the  Iniii  if 

cui^te^    Let  iliemdi-. :_     ■iv^Iy,  and  i  -       .. 
rdlovre^i  at  an  esc^tnptii,     VV^m  the  cjneriloti  nf  rtghft^ 
once  'fet  tAo^r^  il  wouy  became  imitoiTible  to  ib^r   l^  ' 
extent  it  m^gltt  hf  ctvrried*     Ag*iin  wnukl  he  c-iU  m  f]iie 
lite  noceflity  for  the  pccfeinl  |>iocce<ijng,  and  n< 
nf  pretT^atltn^.  th:it  the  opiinion,  which  he,  as  ^ 
I)cr  of  that  Hf^iif-,  hjiil  tieliveretl,  ami  tbe  ^pinmn, 
nol)! e  .^  f » '^  ^''  -'  f '  1  '^tl  f f  i en <1  ( Lord  I ^otigh hor ou ^ » h  1  1 1  , 
elfewh^  Tf  n^G€i&i y.    He  reprobatr 

fe!'/''  .iirrciiti  of  his  nohlc  and  ]r.uh-;i  m  n-.j, 

f  £  [ .  t  he  m ,  nte  r^l  y  f<>  r  t  he  pu  i  p  o  fc  o  F  n  In  r  i  n  ij^  i  |i 

in  3  rkiiitulous^mintof  view*  Theright  honour 
muil  have  known,  that  ti^t  argjaicnts  of  his  m. 
friend,  wgrt!3ti;iiment^m*"rely  adviince'rj  to  provrth^t  the  Pri) 
of  Wales,  as  IVlnce  ot  Wales,  f»ml  Heir  AppiJrt*nt,  hnil  lljj 
peculiar  nnt^diflm^  frooi  th^ttf  of  ordinary  fulijrfls,  undl 
wtih  A  vi^w  to  prove  his  right  to  excrcife-  the  Scn^erecgn  ' 
tljority.  The  manner,  thercfcff%  in  wiiich  I  he  rii^^ht  hctiq 
9Mc  b  '  '    '^''*i  ahfvvijred  thofe  arguments,  fc«ti; 

narro'^'  ird  wVjieh  he  h^*J  not  im;]ginmlthc  rig^ 

n^  1   woo  hi  h3V€  condejcen^led   la    Umvei 

tn,.      -^-,.     -  ,  ,  Fox  defirrd  to  know  the  u(e  erf  brin 
forward  :»  mitflron  of  rightt  when  the  exjiedieficy  of 
lotrng  thiT  rrinwj  of  Wales  R^jgenr,  was,  on  ali  h^nds,  ag 
gporu    Hedufgfiil  thcChanccllof  of  the  Exchecfjuer 
ef  dttennination  ta  legiilate,   without  the  power  f  n  doJ 
fedtUfiUy^  wlhdi  would  niter  the  geiiias  of  the  third «___ 
without  ;iny  crime  ^Hedged  agninft  either  tl»e  SovertJigni 
clircd,  far  ilifl  prdent,  incai>ahk  to  eKcrcife  the  Rav;il  Am 
rtty,  or  the  tiueiuled  Regent    If  they  could  maii«  vr|j 
tJaey  pltufc*  Urgent,  ihey  cowld  appomt  the  Rcgeat  for  a  i 
m  »nc^f^th,  or  a  year,  torninp:  the  Monarchy  into  :\  Repufj 
^         '       11  iIr*  cflfc  w^tdi  Romt,^     And  wli;' 

n^  -riMrtnan  denied,  llut  tlt^Prujcu  tsi       ,.._ 

^^rr  .1  ht-  had,  he  confdled  a  would  he  a  btotio 

Jf  ^^   '  ^'''^y  other  R«gcnt,  ^nd  all  this  for  the 

*T  -T!^r  him,  and  to  infttk  a  rritice,  vieha£ 

''^*^  iti^  he  had   not  dcferved.     Mf, 
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V  Ofdnuiuftratiion  had  bQvai^  In  fame  fitfp^&t  enthted  ta 
1  J'  ■    idy  to  iajr  vvhat  i^cre  lii^  p-ift^  thjt  moll 

f»l>^rd  I cijMori,  firnJ   as  wjjling  to  givc  them  his  up* 

ryTe^  as  aijy  McLTtbet  s^iihiri  the  lloufc,     Wlar  he  alluded 

were  ihtt  mrafures  aUgputl  to  dctuch  HoUattd  Iwm  m  con* 

aion  Willi    Krsrncc-     Mi^  ^vliok  c&ntiudt  at  that  tranfhc* 

^flual,  and  hv  w^s  happy  totak^  that  oppunuiiity  of  dirli- 

,  mci^rtiR's,  he  ceriiiinfy  eat^r* 
uu.     The  ri|^ht  honounhic  grn- 
to  hive  been  lo  long  m  tUt  pof* 
)dfi  of  fjowcr,  iUm  h*!  could  ivm  «jnJure  to  part  ivith  ir ,  he 
ei(p(^ritiict:d  the  Ml  fivouf  of  the  Crown*  and  enjoyed  the 
:itiEi^i-  of  e-xetting   ;ill  ici  prerogatives^  and,  fci:>ding  the 
ration  of  the  whoS,  not  toy  iniiCl),  for  t[*e  fuccefiful  c;ir* 
IP  f>n  of  tho  j^ovenimcnt,  \w  h;H}  drterminr^  to  cripple  hit 
.  nnd  dt^prive  tljcit]  of  tUt  famt?  advaiijitge*  which  he 
,         j  J,  and  Unis  ctrcumfcxibc  their  i*owtv  to  feive  ihsif 
tttryi  m  if  heJreadedj  that  they  would  ih^de  his  l^me. 
BJIfe  light  ItGnourahb  gcntkman,  fdr  a  mamt^t  fuppoJ^^ 
Bt   huiin^fs  of  dataching  Holland  i'tum  France^,  or  anf 
"goncy  of  et]kjal  hnpoftAuet^,  rcni-^ined  lo  bcj  eat  ecu  ted  j 
mift  know,  that  there  woukl  hr  nopimcr  in  thr  rfj»^nrrf, 
?fKft  lh«  >dr^mage,    if  the  rijjht  hos\oufui>lti  [  n'« 

ctplfcs  wt?fc  tigUu     tcsr  his  own  pan,  Mr,  Fl^;^  >  J* 

hecouii  not  iivoid  calling  moll  fervently  ujmn  every  hv* 
Mf^mherof  that  Huure,  not  to  vate,  without  ptrfc-dHy  tin* 
andin^  Ith^  thr  quciliuh  vv»>it  tOj  &s  WfUaKlhe  Other  re* 
ions,  Wiih  T^gjtd  to  the  right  horioarahlegrriilniian*i 
vfiSt  h^  kr^PAv  not  tvh^t  thry  nv^rr,  hut  If  thcrt^  w.n  ^n  am  hip 
man  in  tlkit  Houfe,  who  to  drive  die  Lictipiii^inta 

ifion^  hk  cunduii,  he  i:  %  would  have  h^cn  ex» 

rhat  which  the  rij^hi  honoiiraihic  g^nttcman  Jiad  purfucd. 
^^  irfol^ionf  m<ivcdi  a^jprrvtedj  in  hiji  opiniouH,  KK.iiihdi- 
^  c^koJaicd  to  convey  a  cciifitrcon  ihv  fcmi^uentis*  ivhicb 

■   -Jf' they  i'crvcd  as  an  mllnr  ■■revafwiof* 

.-.  I .  !  ty  r^^vrOring  to  tlie  ptihhr  lilt;  hy  thp 

kipiiour:ii  iMU  (tlift  C'  ui  the  Excl/e- 

I^This  hi-  .^....itfdj  us  a  ph:L.:  :.,h,  t^jially  ijt6 
ifeal^Ie  vst'nh  il^u  cr>n6d(Tiiee  whkh  ihe  light  honouj^l  le 
t:in  ,1 11  p  I  j  L'  ai  m  ih  t  e  x  p^t^?l  :ti  lot  i  af  a  tj)  a  j  or  1 U' ,  I  n  ir  a  - 
rs,  ht*  declared,  ht*  had  rio  gt^^t  ttuil ;  h-c-  hid^  fot  mft-» 
id  the  mortiikation  to  timi  hiaifcif  in  ^  iitini^ritjf 
;  il'i;  nnd  yet*  upon  a  change  of  lit^mi'jn,  hti  h^HJi 
aliy  fmiiidj  ihnt  thi?  majonry,  who  <r\itvidi»l 

ft  him,dividt?d^\iih  him,,    F^PTmarc^:,  ^u  ^.-^.^i^fen  ye^n 
pohtkal  Ji/tv  h^id  he  heca  obUgt:i  tQ  iv^m  *>^\^tit£^ 
M  3  «;&, 
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of  power,  and  fomctimes  he  had  enjoyed  the  fatisfa^Sioa 
finding  himfelf  in  a  majority  of  the  fame  Parliament, 
which,  in  the  proleciitiori  of  thf  f.tnu^  prificiples,  and  thei 
clarations  of  the  lame  dcfign*?,  hu  had  been  only  lupported 
a  minority  hefore. 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt   obferved,  tliat   it  was  not  withe 

Chancel-  fome  afloniflimcnt,  that  he  difcovered,  that  the  right  honm 
lor  Pitt,  able  gentleman  had  thought  proper,  particularly  in  the  lat 
part  of  his  fpeech,  to  digrefs  from  theciueftion  of  right,  whi 
was  then  before  the  Houfc,  in  order  to  enter  upon  the  qu 
tion  of  expediency,  and  that  not  fo  much  for  thcpurpc 
even  of  difcuffing  that  expediency,  as  to  take  an  opportun: 
of  introducing  an  attack,  of  a  perioral  nature,  on  him.  T 
Houfe  would  recollect,  whetlier  the  manticr  in  which  he  (\ 
Pitt)  had  opened  the  debate,  citlier  provoke*!  or  juftiHed  I; 
animofity.  This  attack,  which  the  right  lionoural^le  gent 
man  had  juft  now  made,  ho  dfrchircd  to  b«:  mifonnded,  an 
gant,  and  prefumptuous.  'J  he  right  h.^r.ourahle  gentleni 
had  charged  him,  asa^J^mg  from  a  mifcihicvm^s  fpirit  ofai 
hition,  unable  to  hear  the  idea  of  parting  v;ith  power,  whi 
he  had  fo  long  retained ;  but  not  c>:['rfiing  the  favour  oft 
Princp,  which  he  was  conlcioun  he  lind  not  deferyed,  a 
therefore  difpofcd  to  envy  and  obflrucr  tlu  credit  of  tho 
■who  were  to  be  his  fuccefl'ois.  Whether  to  him  belongi 
that  charafler  of  mifchievous  ambition,  which  would  fac 
fiCe  the  principles  of  the  conilitution,  to  a  dc^fire  of  powi 
he  mull  leave  to  the  Houfe  and  the  country  to  dctennii 
They  would  decide,  whether,  in  the  whole  of  his  condu 
during  this  unfortunate  crifis,  any  confideration  which  i 
fedled  iiis  own  perfonal  fituation,  or  any  management,  I 
the  fake  of  preferving  power,  appeared  to  have  had  the  ch 
fliare,  in  deciding  the  meafures  he  hnd  ])ropored.  As  tal 
being  confcious,  tJiat  he  did  not  deferv3  rhe  favour  of  t 
Prince,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  knew  but.  one  way, 
which  he,  or  any  nun,  could  deferve  it;  by  having  uniior 

*Jy  endeavoured,  in  a  public  fituation,  to  do  his  duty  to  t 
King,  his  father,  and  to  the  country  at  1  irge.  If,  in  th 
endeavouring  to  deferve  the  confidence  of  the  Prince, 
fliould  appear,  that  he  in  fafl:  had  loft  it,  however  paiui 
and  mortifying  that  circumftance  might  be  to  him,  and  frc 
whatever caufe  it  might  proceed,  he  Ihould. indeed  regret 
hut  he  could  boldly  fay,  that  it  was  impoffihlc  he  fliouId  c^ 
repent  of  it.  The  right  hono-jrable  gentleman  had  thoug 
proper  to  announce  himfelf,  and  liis  friends  to  be  the  fyco 
fors  of  the  prefent  adminiftration.  He  did  not  know  on  wl 
authority  the  honourable  gentleman  made  this  declaratioi 
hut,  he  though. t,  that  with  a  view  to  vUofe  c^^ft.\ov\^  of  ^ 

peclJency^  which  the  right  hot\ouT;^>iV<t  ^^Yv\\^twi\\\\ti^\^^^ 


A.  1788.  DEBATES. 

duced,  both  the  Houfe  and  ih.e  country  were  obliged  to  him 
for  tills  fraibnable  warning  of  wliat  they  would  have  to 
expeft.  I'he  nation  had  already  had  cx])f  rit-noi  of  that 
|-ight  honourable  gentleman,  and  his  principles,  Without 
meaning  to  ultj  terms  of  reproach,  or  to  enttfr  into  any  im- 
putation, concerning  liis  motives,  it  could  r.or  be  ci*nii.-d, 
-tbat  they  were  openly  and  profeff:;diy  av'^tivc,  on  the  ground 
of  procuring  an  advantage,  from  the  ilrength  of  a  party>  to 
nominate  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown.  Jr  could  not  he  J.e- 
nied,  that  they  maintained  It  as  a  fundamcntu)  principle,  that 
a  Minifter  ought  at  all  times  fo  to  be  nominated.  He  would 
therefore  fpeak  plainly.  If  perfonF,  who  p')Hl'ircd  thefe  pini- 
ciples,  were  in  reality  likely  to  be  the  advilers  of  the  1  linccr, 
in  the  exercife  of  thofc  powers,  which  were  necellary  tc;  be 
given,  during  the  prefent  unfortunate  interval,  it  wai;  ilie 
ilrongcft  additional  n^afon,  if  any  were  wanting,  for  beij^.g 
careful  to  consider,  what  tiie  extent  of  thofe  powers  ou^jlit 
to  be.  It  was  iirpoflible  not  to  fuppofe,  thnt  by  fucli  adivi- 
lers,  thofe  powers  would  be  perverted  to  a  purpofe,  wb.ich  it 
vva^  indeed  impolT:ble  to  imagine  that  the  Frince  of  Wales 
could,  if  he  was  aware  of  it,  «^-ver  endure  for  a  moment:  hut 
.  to  which,  by  artincje  and  milVeprefentalion,  he  might  unin- 
tentionally be  made  accelfary,  for  the  purpof^i  of  creating 
a  permartent  weiglu  and  iniluence,  in  the  hands  of  a  party, 
■which  would  be  dangerous  to  the  juft  rights  of  the  Crowii» 
when  the  moment  fliouid  arrive,  (fo  much  wiflied,  and,  per- 
haps, fofoon  to  be  expelled)  of  His  Majefty  being  able  to 
refume  the  exercife  of  his  own  authority.  The  notice,  there- 
fore, which  the  right  honourable  genlleman,  in  his  triumph 
had  condefcended  to  give  to  t be  Houfe,  furnifhcd  ibe  mcll 
irrefiftible  reafoii  for  thi»m  deliberately  to  confidcr,  lell  in 
providing  for  the  me.ms  of  carrying  on  tbe  adminiiliation, 
during  a  fliort  and  temporary  interval,  they  might  facrifice 
the  permanent  interefl  of  the  country,  in  future,  by  laying 
the  foundation  of  fuch  meafures,  as  might,  for  ever  after- 
wardf,  during  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's  reign,  oh- 
ftruft  the  jull  and  falutary  exercife  of  the  conftitutional 
{>owcrs  of  government,  in  the  hands  of  its  rightful  pofleilcr, 
the  Sovereign,  wliom  they  all  revered  and  loved.  1  he  noble 
I^ord,  (North)  in  the  blue  ribband,  he  faid,  like  moll:  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  had 
argued,  notagainft  tlie  truth  of  the  refolutions,  but  the  pro- 
priety of  coming  to  them,  and  had  waved  any  difp.ute  on  the 
queftion  of  right.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  though 
he  alledlcd,  alfo,  to  objeft  to  the  propriety  of  coming  to  thii 
refolution,  had  direfled  his  whole  argument  (as  far  as  it  wetit'^ 
to  an  invahdation  of  the  truth  of  t\\e  pvo^o^vUow, 'a\\^ 'O^^e. 
pwrAcnmcc  of  bis  formrr  aflortion,  m?avoui  ot  x}^^  ^>;\^v\% 
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^h  of  ttie  Prince  of  Wii!i9&    Tin*  line  of  it-^gtmii 
|imtcd  l)y  Uich  autlionty,  was  itfetf  m  anfw^r  to 
doubted  the  prapnety  of  any  r^Mblution*     Mr.   VU 
tlvkt  the  right  Jwnoorjble  i^eiulpmart  (Mr,  1 

tof^d  to  represent  Itim,  as  ba?mg  dr^''     ^ 
former  .iircrtion,  '*  That  ilic  Prince  ^^^ 
*<L  right  to  the  1v  ■  otlijf  1; 

**  try,"  and  tie  ^.    .  ■  '.  th-n^  !v 

r*I,  in  confcqutrncc  of  ; 
wodI^I  join  in  fupporliri^L:,  iJ.u.  ^ 
penedj  that  he  did  imt  retod  on=  i 

tion^     Gentlemen    tni^ht  <in:*rTcl    With   i'       ' 
thought   proper,   ium\  mirrrprcfcnt   it,  In 
right'  honourable  gent!c:m:in,  in  order  to  cover  ' 
iiied  by  ^  noble  Lwal  (Loughharoiigh)  m  anotli  .  ^  .,,^, , 
he  was  in  the  r^colleflion  of  the  Houfc,  whether  when 
firil  ufej  the  expreHion^  he  had  not  gunr4c4   tt^  3s 
tofpeak;  ftrietly  of  a  clatm  of  rights  not  of  inT   t^\ 
prcferencej  on  the  ground  ©f  ilircretion  or 
was  ahb  in  their  recoRctSion,  whrthrr  thf 
%vas  arty  other  than  the  fpecific  right  in  quelViciri^ 
the  right  to  excrcife  the  Royal  Authonty,  iint*"'  '^' 
^ircumflances-     He  had  oiaint^tnetij  that  the  1 
flich  right.     It    the  Prince  had  not  the  right,  he   coi 
tie  faid  to  have  any  more  rfght  than  any  other  fuhjcQ 
coon  try.     But  was  it  any  anfwer   to  the  ^fCf^ttiont  l\ 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  had  no  right  ro  the  Rcgenr  v 
h*  had  other  rightSt  difter*rnt  from  the  rcfl  of  t 
je^Sj  but  which  hM\  nothing  to  do  with  the  Regency  r 
nU  the  rights  of  the  Prince  of  Walc*,  which  hid  hecrfi 
tioned  bj  the  noMe  Lord  nlluded  to,  were  of  this  defcri| 
It  would  be  jull  as  realonnble  if  the  qucAion  weie^  yf\ 
^ny  perfoii  had  a  right  to  a  particular  cftate  in  Kent  or  Rurre' 
to  argue,   Yes  he  haS|  for  hehas  fuch  and  fuch  an  eftate 
Yorkfhire,  and  in  Cornwall.    With  regatd  to  the  qiiej 
\v>it?iher  ti-Venty  perfons  did  or  did  not  agrcQ  hi  ^  i 

the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Waler^^  he  woidd  put  i  > 

that  ifluej  thnt  if  the  Prince  of  Wales  h^d   any  fuch  rri 
the  refolution  he  had  moved  could  not  he  trne  ;  ami  he 
fidered  evei'y  perfon  who  differed  fro  in  lils  afft^rdon  oil 
fubje^l:,  as  bound  to  vote  again  ft  the  pre  fen  t  motion, 
riglit  honoqjnhle  gentlemau    (Mr.   Fox)  in  difcniling  t" 
qu<fftion  of  rights  chofe  alfo  to  remark,  th:*t  the  right  of 
two  Ho^jies,  iind  tlie  right  of  the  Prince  of  W^Ies^  Were 
be  confidered  a^  fwo  rival  rig! its,  and  that  the  nnly  que 
was,  in  favour  of  which  the  arguments  preponderated- 
fiioald  ha  perfe^ly  rendy  to  meet  tlie  quel] ion  on  this  i: 
^it  W9re  tk^  r rue  one,  for  the  tigHt  q£  lU^  i^&¥S.Qui^ 
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ly  fupporied,  by  precedent  and  u%«j  in  every  fiitiibf 

by  i^Jtpr^fs  declarations  of  Par HameiUj  and  hv  pofiUve 
rarity  <5f  liW;  yet,  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  iVaJc*  w^t 
even  ;ittei|iptod  to  be  fupportcd  on  any  of  ihofe  grourjcisi 
u  a  p relen Jed  rea ibnii  o f  ex ped  i e nc  y ,  fou  nded  on  i  m  a g  i  n  * 
Hid  e>;lraVEigant  cafe^*  In  fajSt,  this  w^$  not  the  fjir  iilus 
ls  argument*  The  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  wa^  not 
t  confiilvft^d  as  a  rlyal  right,  to  be  argued  ori  the  faun? 
Rds  as  thfi  other.  It  wa^  a  right  which  could  not  exili* 
iVii  Wiis, capable  of  being expreflly  mul  poHrively  ptovriJi 
'cjs^  the  right  of  Parbiimem  was  thai  whiirh  cxitled  gf 
fri,  iiidjels  loms  otbef  right  could  tic  proved  to  exclude 
1 1  w  as  t  h.i  t*  w  h  i  c  h ,  ou  i  he  pi  1  n  oi  pl<*  j*  c»  f  t  b  i  s  (mtL  c  tni  i  U  -* 
m^  miift  always  exifl  ia  every  cufe^  wlicie  n^  pofiti^e 
Uirat  f>-T,l  brH'i^  niade  by  lawr,  and  whtre  ttie  nt-cefluy  of 
ry  of  the  countryp  calkd  for  their  inter- 
irnit      1  lie    iDicoce  of  any  other  ti  '  <■  in    iEftlf 

gh  to  conlVitnti'  the  rfght  of  tlie  iw  s,  and  rho 

idmin  of  the  Prince  of  VV^tlts  was  not 

\y  m^^     ,    '  '■  i         ,  virtnally  opttiated  a$  an  adouf- 
of  every  poiflt  nnfJcrdifciTilioo, 

he  Lord  JdmniGte  */  Smland  dtcb  red,  that  hefejthim-  The  i.i 
at  a  lofs  to  difcovcr  l*cjw  the  general  quell  ion  of  lighi  Advo,  cF 
i  be  waved,  wnlrfs  both  lloufe^  were  ready   to  lefolve  ScotUniJ. 
ithe  Pnncc  of  Wales  ihoiiid  not  only   be  Regent,  but 
lied  with  all  the  Royal  poivers  without  limitation  of 
afiion;  for  if  a  limiratjon  of  anv  krnd  wai  to  be  tha 
^&  of  4^b^t<^f  it  did  not  fcern  poffihl^  to  avoid  a  |intf ioiif 
iflion  uf   '  lit*     As  to  tlie  £|Ueflion  itfelf,  Fie  hoiJ^n]  it 

Id  be  1 U  ih:it  th^y  were  not  m^t  to  didibeniic 

la  rcttiein^nt  of  the  king*lom  of  I:  ilooe.     He 

ight  it  ncceffary  to  cntpju'c  nno  the  cu^.....    ..on  of  f.t^- 

and  of  Scotlaad  feparately  before  the  Union^  and  oi 
rit  Britain  fince.  He  hzd  beard  it  very  confidefltly  iif- 
edi  that,  were  the  fuppoled  inherent  right  of  the  Heit 
iaiei>t  CO  exercife  the  Royal  powers  npoo  fuch  oceitfiong 
le  prefent  to  be  difallovvedi  the  tonfequence  vvoyld  be  a 
LJ^]  diilolutian  of  the  Unionj  the  rule  being  fixed  iu 
jknd,  in  favour  of  fuch  hereditary  and  legal  claim  oi 
r;  but  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  aUcrting^  with  eqii;il 
jidence,  that  the  propolition  had  no  real  ft^und-ition.  It 
true,  that  by  the  law  of  timt  country,  the  nglil  of  prl* 
guardianfhip  didj  In  ccitain  circum fiances^  4itt:^h  upon 
near^ft  niaie  kinfman  by  the  father's  ilde^  at  the  age  of 
nty*fivej  and  iu  the  earlier  period sf  ot  the  Scottilh  mo- 
:hyt  TittJe  difiin^^ion  feenied  to  be  mti6n  bei  woai  iJie  fit  ti- 
ll of  a  private  guardian,  and  tliat  of  tW^  i^tfoifi  ^\^ 
^"or  the  king  in  iis  oonagc,  mf om^b  il\%i  ^  = 
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^ngSanftbt  Prince  of  Wilcs^    This  Mm  ofargn 
l^rtfeMi  liy  thcrh  ^uthtiHtYi  w.i»  itftK  an  anrWer  tu 
clmibrt'd  ili^  pmpiutY  oV  any  r*?rohujon.    Mn  1 
tiut  ihc  right  Iiiinoqrahle  j^imtJenian  (^^^.  Fc»it) 
Itired   to  repiefciit  him,  ^*  h^^'^Js  <^*^''       ' 
for m<^  r  4  ife  rt  i  01 1 1  ^^  T  hat  1 1 1^  V  rmrr  *  >  • 
**  rigln  to  the  Regency,  : 
<*  117^"  and  he  had  aUb  n 

eJi   m   canicquetice  of  hcjjevin^**  thiH  iiof,  twenty  ^ 
WC13M  join  in  fupyK^rtiiig  tliat  pr-^:  -^'^'^ti.     Bui,  it 'fo 
p««ed,  that  lie  did  tint  vtstnn^  ohl:  (ifil   of  lh;i? 

timrt  Geiitlem^^rt  lUi^ht  t|il;irn'l  wiih  the  phnit 
thought  proper,  :ind  mifttipreftfTit  it»  ni  htiitatir.i 
right  honourable  gmiltcinaj^  in  Of  dm  to  cover  the  *^ 
nitd  by  a  tioble  Lord  (Loughborough)  Hi  adoiT**--^ ' 
he  was  in  tlie  recoUefllon  t>(  the  Hou(i-.,  win 
fir  II  ufml  I  hi*  expft'flion,  he  had  not  gun  tiled  it,  2- 
to  fpeik  ftrifUy  of  a  claim  of  r igltl,  not  of  Jinv  ■ 
.  |>ief«rencej  on  t!ie  ground  mf  dircreiion  nr  e«|: 
was  altu  in  their  recolledtion,  wht:ther  the  riglr. 
was  any  other  than  the  ('pacific  right  in  i|Ueflic]n^  tjai' 
the  right  to  exerclfe  the  Royal  Authority,  urtdcr  fhc^  t*r 
Jtircumfl<*nces.  Fie  had  oialntaineifi  that  the  Prhicc  ha^i 
foch  right.  If  the  Prinze  had ne>t  ttie  right,  he  could: 
he  faid  to  have  atiy  more  right  than  any  other  foSfpift 
coeintry.  But  was  it  any  nnfwer  to  t  lie  afPr 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  had  no  right  to  the  Regent  v ,  . . 
he  had  other  nght^^differetit  irom  the  rcA  of  tKc  K 
je£ls,  but  which  h^d  nothing  to  do  with  t]v  '^ 
all  the  rights  of  the  Prince  of  Wale?,  whit  ■ 
tioneJ  by  the  noble  Lord  alloded  tc^  were  ol^this  defcnptic 
J  t  would  be  jull  a^  tea  fon  able  if  the  quell  ion  were,  whet 
any  perfon  had  a  right  to  a  particular  eft  ate  in  Kent  orSur 
to  argue,  Yes  he  has,  for  he  has  fuch  aiid  fuch  an  '  '" 
Yorkrture,  and  in  Corn  walk  With  regard  to  the 
M^hetliar  t^Venty  perfons  did  or  did  not  agree  in  ^ 
the  right  of  tfie  Prince  of  Walesj  he  would  put  r 
that  iflliei  t!i?u  if  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  any  fuch  rh 
the  refolution  he  had  moved  could  not  be  true;  ami  he  Cl>?1 
fidered  every  perfon  who  difleipd  from  his  aflertion  on  tfi 
fubjeft,  as  bound  to  vote  a^ninil  the  prefent  motion. 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Vlr.  Fox)  in  difctiflin^  fli 
qyeftion  of  right,  ctiofe  alfo  to  remarkj  tha*  the  right  of  T 
two  Houfes,  and  tfie  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  wcrei 
be  condderc-daatwo  rival  rights,  and  that  the  only  qiiefti< 
w:i^  jti  fivour  of  which  th*^  arguments  preponderated, 
flumld  be  pcrfr^ftlr  ready  to  meet  the  c^uclUoi\  otv  xhis  i{Rm 
4fit  wara  ihe  irt^e  ont>  for  ttie  ngUt  qi  iX^e  v^o^iauW  wi 
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fly  fypjKsrted,  by  precedent  ami  iir;ige^  in  everjf  fnnibr 

declararionsof  Pailiament,  and  bv  pafitivc 

^,1 .  ^^" :  ycc^  the  nght  of  the  Prince  of  Wale*  w^is 

B^ii^iv  i  to  be  fupportcd  on  any  of  ijiort^  groiiriili^ 

TO  prciJjJtiiLU  icafons  of  L-xpediency,  fourtded  01*  im:igm- 

uinl  extravagant  calcs.    In  fa£l|  this  was  iic»i  the  lair  tirua 

It.     The  nght  of  the  Ptince  of  Wnle*  wajs  not 

■jj  as  a  rival  rights  to  he  inguetl  oa  the  f;nne 

tlic other.     It  was  a  right  whlLd  eould  not  exiit^ 

i;>  *L  .V  as  Culpable  of  being  ex  pre  flly  atid  pofitively  pjov  eti ; 

rc3i^  the  right  of  ParlLiment  was  ihut  which  ciciOml  of 

(e,   fcmkfi^iom»  other  tight  coolJ  he  ]rrovedfo  excluda 

It  %v as  that,  which,  on  the  principleii  of  ti^u  free  coniii- 

aHi  mv^\  nlway$  exift  in  every  cak,  where  n*  pa  Jit  ire 

'if*0T3  h  ^^T  tuv  n  made  by  kw,  an  J  where  the  neceliity  of 

ditfcj  ,1  '^ty  of  the  country^  calted  for  thert  intcr- 

tion*     1  fht  ^vukiict;  of  any  other  ri-;hF,  was  in   itielf 

I  ta  conibtutc  the  right  of  the  two  Houfcs,  anJ  rhe 

mi^Tion  tliat  the  light  of  the  Princu  of  V\'aks  was  noc 

atv!  cxprcffly  proycfl,  virtvialiy  opMated  as  2111  ndmif* 

every  point  iindcr  difcuiUon* 

JUrd  d*'-    '    rf  Scx?iiafid  dcdaredT  that  hefclthini'  Thr  1^4 
a  lofi  c  r  liDvv  th<st  general  qoeJbon  of  ri^htfVtUo.  of 

he  wareti^  uuk'U  lK>th  1  Ion  f^s  were  ready  to  refolvc^ooi'****** 
the  Prince  of  Wale.^  flioiUd  not  onjy  be  Regent,  but 
.  lUi  all  the  Royal  powcn;  witha\it  hmitatiow  or 
...^.,.]n;  for  if  a  limitation  of  anv  kind  wn$  to  be  the 
-efl  of  dcfaa-te^  it  did  not  feem  pofliblr  to  avoid  a  p  rev  ion* 
tsffton  of  the  riglit*  As  to  the  i|ucilion  itfeir,  h«  hop^d  xi 
X I d  lie  CO !  y  fi d e  red ,  t  h  :U  1  he  y  w ere  m  j t  met  1 0  d c :  I  tbc i  a c a 
n  a  Ir  f>i  thr  kingdoni   of  liinc^lartd   alone*     He 

ught  a  Y  to  ci\<iunt  uno  t lie  c ot^ i Hi r- 1 ioi j  «tf  Ktig- 

1  and  of  Scotland  feparately  hefore  the  Uniou>  and  of 
ra^  Britain  fincc.  He  had  he^d  it  very  confidertily  af* 
3ed,  thati  were  the  iuppoled  inherent  n^c  of  the  Heir 
paietst  toexercife  the  Royal  powers  upon  fueh  occaOont 
he  prefeiit  Co  be  dilal!owt:d,  the  ecyif^H) oerior  w^oold  be  & 
;tial  diffolotton  o*  the  Union,  the  rtile  hcing  fiked  la 
>tland^,  \n  favour  of  fuch  h-etedicary  and  legal  claim  of 
It :  but  he  would  take  the  Uhei  ty  of  aileriiitg^  with  eipwl 
fidence,  that  t!ie  propoiition  had  no  real  fvjuudatiou,  It 
5  tmt>  chat  by  the  law  of  that  country*  the  ti^ht  of  pfi^ 
pguardTanlliip  dui,  in  certain  circumrtance^  attnwh  lipfsfi 
neareft  iuale  kjnfman  by  th^s  father's  iidf  j  at  the  ag^  of 
miy*fivC|.and  111  the  earlier  peiiod^  oi  the  Scoicilli  roo- 
cby,  lutle  dijltn£lton  fecmed  to  be  CHLida between  ihe  fu ti* 
m  of  ;i  private  ginirdi^n,  and  thai  oi  l\u:  ise;t\<iu  ^\v^ 
ib/ar  £he  king  m  liis  a^iiage,  mfom\kf;\\  \\\^t  v  - 
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iulhoiities  of  great  rcfpeciability  hnJ  laiil  it  down,  that  tl 
powers  of  a  Regent  were  merely  tutor)..!,  and  it  had  been  d 
termined  hv  tlie  Parliuiiient  of  Scotland  in  the  reign  1 
James  I.  tliat  I  lie  Duke  of  Albany,  when  Regeiity  coul 
neitl)er  rellore  a  perfon  forfeited  for  trcafbn,  nor  grant  I.ini 
which  had  fallen  to  the  Crown  Uv  bafcardy.  It  was  wc 
known,  that  the  pow«?rs  of  a  piivatc  gi:ardiaii  wrere  ofti 
moil  confined  natiJic,  and  could  n-zt  proceed  to  greato 
lengths  than  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  required,  nor  encrqw 
upon  the  purpofes  of  ordinary  management.  But  he  thGPqgl 
it  wrong  to  compare  that  cafe  with  the  governsnent  of 
kingdom,  where  powers  of  a  very  dilFeit:it  nature  weren 
ceffary  to  he  given.  As  to  the  appointment  of  a  Regsr 
wh.:rever  his  powers  might  be,  the  lame  liad  always  b« 
made  in  Scotland,  as  in  England,  under  the  lanflion  s 
authority  of  the  States  of  the  kingdom,  either  previbul 
given,  or  afterwards  intcrpolbd,  and  fomi'times  the  nc 
heir  of  the  Crown  had  I)een  chofen,  fomeiimes  not ;  Ibmetiqp 
one  Regent ;  and,  at  other  times,  more  than  one.  Mi 
of  the  kings  of  Scotland  having  fallen  in  battle,  and  feme  I 
the  hands  of  their  fubjedls,  when  the  power  of  the  ariflocrac 
was  too  great,  there  had  been  more  infjiit  fuccefiion/  ai 
more  regencies  in  Scotland,  than  in  inoli  other  countria 
stml  the  States  of  the  kingdom  lud  repeatedly  fhewn,  th 
they  did  not  conllder  any  individual  wliatever  as  having 
fixed  legal  right  to  that  olKce.  When  the  Maid  of  Norwa 
fucceeded  her  grandfather,  Alexander  the  Thiid,  fix  regen 
were  appointed.  In  the  infancy  of  Jan-itrs  IL  of  Scotlam 
there  was"  a- regency  of  three.  In  that  of  James  III.  the 
was  a  regency  of  ftweu.  In  that  of  James  IIL  tl 
J^uke  of  Chatelherant,  the  next  prefumptive  heir  of  tl 
Crown,  claimed  theofEcc  upon  that  ground;  hut,  his<laii 
was  di fallowed,  and  firft  the  Earl  of  Murray  was  appointe 
and,  afterwnrds,  probably  others,  none  of  whom  were  i 
I'ucceiiion  to  the  Crown. — It  was  of  more  confequence,  hov 
ever,  to  confider  how  that  matter  had  been  underftood  \ 
the  Legillature  of  (ireat  Jiritain  fince  the  Union  ;  and  fund 
It  was  imjjoiilbleto  read  the  Provifional  Afts  of  24  Geo.l 
and  5  Geo.  III.  without  feeing  clearly  that  no  right  of  a 
mijiiii ration  was  then  fuppofed  to  attach  upon  any  indiv 
chml.  As  to  tlie  idea  of  a  civil  demife,  it  was  totally  ina] 
plicable  to  fucli  a  cafe  as  the  jiiefent.  A  perfon  was  held  I 
be»..ivilly  dead,  when  he  had  loll  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  • 
in  the  cafe  of  attainder:  but  was  it  ever  thought  that 3 
infant  was  civilly  dead?  It  would  be  a  little  hard,  when  I 
was  hut  jufl  born.  An  infant  could  hold  property,  coul 
rxijuire,  nnd  had  every  civil  riglvt  eutue*  A  vierfon  incap 
We  from  infirmity  to  manage  \us  o>nw  Ti^Sviw'i  \n;v^  ti^-^^EiXA 
the  f;iine  ihre.     He  could  uv-A,  \V.-\t^oie^  \v.\n^  '^  '^vx^.^; 
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Mdtilehe  was  alive,  and  in  the  full  ^fleffion  of  his  rights. 
Neither  the  Prince  of  Wales,  nor  any  other  individual,  had  a 
legal  right  on  this  cafe  to  be  Regent,  though  in  point  of  fuc- 
cefs  and  propriety,  not  a  man  probably  in  the  kingdom  would 
think  of  any  other  than  theprefent  Heir  Apparent. 

Mr.  Mttnis  declared  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  conduft  MjrMilaes 
:  cf  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox  and  his 
e friends)  merited  the  utmoft  reprobation,  and  amotinted  to  a 
I  derelidtion  of  thofe  confUtutional  principles,  Iiitherto  the 
I  theme  of  univerfai  admiration,  by  facrificing  the  rights  of 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  claims  of  an  individual. 
I  From  the  fort  of  argument  that  they  had  adopted  and  maio- 
itained  on  this  great  and  truly  important  occafion,  therefore, 
iif  they  did  foon  come  into  power^  as  the  right  honourable 
{gentleman  had  that  day  given  the  Committee  to  expedt,  in* 
[flead  of  a  Wig  Adminiltration  and  a  mild  Government,  which 
it  bad  b^n  their  pra£tice  to  hold  out  as  what  would  be  their 
true  character  and  condu£t  when  in  office,  the  country  liad 
every  reafon  to  dread  the  moft  arbitrary  and  oppreflive 
fyftem  of  meafures  that  had  ever  diigraced  Minifters,  and 
harrafled  the  fubjeft  in  the  worft  periods  of  our  hiftory. 

The  Saiicinr  General  contended,  that  the  King  was  flill, 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  law,  as  perfefl  as  ever,  and  the 
pofitive  right  of  the  Prince  ofWalestothe  Regency  was> 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  clearly  undefined.  No  precedent,  no 
analogy  could  be  furnifhed,  from  the  legal  records  of  the 
Conftitution,  that  eflablifhed  it  as  a  right;  no  provifion 
having  been  then  made  by  law,  in  the  prefent  conjunftion 
of  public  affairs,  Parliament  was  called  on  to  eftablilh  a  pre- 
^rodent,  which  the  contingencv  of  part  ages  had  not  furnifhed. 
The  calamitous  cafe  in  queftion  preffed  ftrongly  upon  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  to  fix  (what  had  never  been  recorded 
by  our  anceftors)  a  precedent  for  pofterity. 

Sir  fVilliam  Mofejkxjorth  faid,  that  he  muft,  as  a  friend  to        Sir 
his  country,  advife  the  profecution  of  fuch  mgafures  as  would  ^'^^'  Molcf- 
produce  unanimity.     If  there  was  any  right  on  the  part  of^^"^''^^^* 
the  Prince^  it  had  never  been  urged.     If  the  Houfe  had  a 
right,  there  was  no  neceffity  for  declaring ;  and  if  they  had 
no  right,  he  did  not  fee  that  entering  a  refolution  on  their 
Journals  in  their  prefent  circumftances   could  give  them 
any. 

Mr.  Drake  (aid,  tliat  he  rofe  to  exprefs  bis  opinion  on  a  ^ir.Drake 
fubjedt  that  had  long  agitated  his  mind.     If,  by  laying  down 
his  life,  he  could  ferve  his  country,  he  was  ready  to  do  it. 
It  had  been  long  his  glory  and  his  pride  to  fupport  the  mea- 
fures in  general  of  the  right  honourable  and  magnanimous 
gentleman  who  propofed  the  refolution^  2cw4  \ve  ix^aAieJ^  t\^ 
political  event  fa  much  as  the  change  o£  X.Vve  ^i^fcyv*^  K^wvv-^ 
Vol.  XXV.  N  i{\?v.vaxv^^* 
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niftration.  He  was  afraid  he  was  now  on  the  aukward  ii 
of  the  queftion,  but  he  thought  the  refolution  proper,  as  a 
ultimate  decifion  of  the  claim  of  right. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  motion,     *«    That  ti 
**  Chairman  report  progrefs,"  when  there  appeared. 
Ayes,  204;     Noes,  268.      Majority,  64. 

The  fecond  and  third  refolutions  were  then  feverally  pi 
and  carried ;  and  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  adjourneo. 

fVe  flatter  our/elves^  that  the  generality  of  our  Reader i  willn 
difapprove  offeeing^  at  the  Ciofe  of  this  Debate^  thcfQllowhsi 
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Sir  Herb.  Mackwprth,  Bt, 
Earl  of  Ljiburne 
John  Campbell,  Efq.. 
Rowland  Stephenfon,  Efq. 
John  G.  Philjips,  Efcj. 
John  Cr^we,  Efq. 
Sir  John  Frederick*  Bt. 
HansSloane,  Efq. 
James  Dawkins,  Efq. 
Thorny  Lifter,  Efq. 
John  Lee,  Efq. 
James  C.Sa^:terthwaite,  Efq. 
Humphry  Senhoufe,  Efq. 
Sir  Rob.  Smyth,  Bt. 
SirW.Molefworth,  Bt. 
John  Walker  Heaea^e,  Efq. 


Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  Bt. 
Wm.  Lowther,  Efq. 
Sir  W,  W.  Wynne,  Bt. 
Rich.  Middlelon,  Efq. 
Lord  Geo.  CaiF^ndiih 
Edw.  M.  Mundy,  Efq. 
Lord  G.  A.  H.  Cavendifh 
Edward  Coke,  Efq. 
John  Pol.  Baftard,  Efq. 
Hon.  George  Darner 
Wm.  Ewer,  Efq. 
Hon.  W.  S.  Conway 
Hon.  Andrew  Foley 
Edward  Winnington,  Efq. 
Sir  G.  W.  Vanneck,  Bt. 
Sir  John  Eden,  Bt. 
John  Tempeft,  Efq. 
W.  Hen.  Lambton,  Efq. 
SirCha.  Davers,  Bt. 
Sir  C.  W.  Bampfylde,  Bt. 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  Bt. 
James  Frafer,  Efq, 
John  Webb,  Efq. 
John  Harrifon,  Efq» 
Dudley  Long,  Efq. 
Hon.  Oeneral  Norton 
J.  Clarke  Jervoife,  Efq. 
John  B.  Garforth,  Efq. 
John  Lowther,  Efq. 
Roger  Wilbraham,  Efq, 
Sir  G.  Cornwall,  Bt. 
John  Scudamore,  Efq. 
James  Walwyn,  Efq. 
Wm.  Plumer,  Efq. 
W.  P.  A'Court,  Efq* 
Rt.  Hon.  F.  Montagu 
Sir  George  Collier 
Earl  Ludlow 
Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon 
John  Willet  Payne,  Efq. 
Wm.  Evelyn,  Efq. 
Wm.  Middleton,  Efq. 
Filmer  Honeywood,  Efq. 
Hon.  Horatio  Walpole 
Lord  Vifc.  U^3lT\e•^w\\Ck\\ 
Tho»  Sl?ip\^^  X  ^^\^ 
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Sir  Geo.  Warren,  K»  B. 
Ab.  Rawlinfon,  Efq. 
Sir  Ed.  Swinburne,  Bu 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bt. 
Hon.  Henry  Pelham 
Sir  John  Thorold,  BarU 
Charles  A.  Pelham,  Efcj. 
Hon.  R.  L.  Saville 
George  Anfon,  Efq. 
Lord  Penrhyn 
Nath.  Newnham,  Efq. 
John  Sawbridge,  Efq. 
Lord  Clive 

Richard  P.  Knight,  Efq. 
Clement  Taylor,  Efq. 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart. 
Lord  Vifc.  Melbourne 
Lord  Vifc.  Mai tland 
Rt.  Hon.  Edmund  Burko 
Wm.  Weddell,  Efq. 
Wm.  Claytoru  Efq. 
David  Howell,  Efq. 
Edw.  Cotsford,  Efq. 
Col.  W.  Popham 
John  Morgan,  Efq. 
W.  Moftyn  Owen,  Efq. 
Whitftied  Keene,  Efq. 
Peter  Delme,  Efq. 
Sir  James  Erlkine,  Bt. 
Sir  Mat.  W.  Ridley,  Bart, 
Sir  John  Miller,  Bt. 
Edw.  Rufhworth,  Efq. 
Thomas  P.  Leigh,  Efq. 
Sir  Edw,  Aftley,  Bt, 
Tho.  Powys,  Efq. 
SirW.  Middleton,  Rt. 
Charles  Grey,  Efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  W.Windham 
Lord  E.  C.  Cav.  Bentinck 
C.  M.  Pierpomt,  Efq. 
Dan.  P.  Coke,  Efq. 
Lord  Vifc.  Maiden 
Hon.  G.  S^  Conway 
Lord  Cliarles  Spencer 
Lord  Robert  Spencer 
Hon.  Pereg.  Bertie 
Francis  Page,  Efq. 
Hvigh  Owehj  £fcj. 


Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  Bt# 
Rich.Benyon,  Elq, 
Hon.  Lionel  Damer 
Lord  Vifc.  Downe 
Wm.  Jolliflfe,  Efq. 
John  Macbride,  Eiq. 
Mich.  A.  Taylor,  Efq* 
Sir  H.  Fetherftone,  Bt. 
Rt.  Hon.  Gen.  Burgoyne 
Wharton  Amcotts/Elq. 
Earl  of  Inchiqnin 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Bart.    ' 
Wm.  Lawrence,  Efq. 
Gerard  Noel  Edwards,  Efq. 
Wm.  Dickenfon,  Efq. 
Major  Lemon 
Wm.  Huffey,  Efq. 
J^ir  Godfrey  Wcbfter 
Hon.  Edw.  Monckton 
R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq. 
Tho.  B.  Parkyns,  Efq. 
Hon.  Wm.  Norton 
Hon.  Thosias  Pelham 
John  Courtenay,  Efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  Rich.  Fitzpatrick 
Lot  d  John  Rgflell 
Robert  Vyner*  Efq. 
Rob.  Kingfmill,  Efq* 
Hon.  Hugh  Conway 

John  Calcraft,  Efq. 
Lobert  Ladbroke,  Efq^ 
Robert  Burton,  Efq. 
John  Ord,  Efq. 
Sir  H.  Bridgeman,  Bart, 
Geo.  Forrefter,  Efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox 
Lord  John  Townfliend 
Sir  M.  Le  Flenaing,  Bart, 
John  Lowther,  Efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis 
John  Purling,  Efq. 
Lord  Vifc.  Middleton 
John  Cotes,  Efq. 
Orlando  Bridgeman,  Efq; 
John  Nefbitt,  Efq, 
Henry  Penton,  E{q. 
Hon.  EAw.¥o\e^ 
Hoa.  CoV.^oilYi 
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Hon.  Rob.  S.  Conway  Tho.  Jer.  Clarke,  Ef4. 

Philip  Francis,  Eiq.  Lord  Galway. 


SCOTLAND. 

For  TrtE  Question. 

Lord  F.  Campbell  Hay  Campbell,  Efq. 

Sir  James  DuflF,  Bt.  Rt^  Hon.  Henry  Dundts 

Pat.  Home,  Efq.  Sir  Adam  Fergufon,  Bt. 

Burnet  Abercrombie,  Efcj.  Sir  J.  S.  Denham,  Bt. 

Earl  of  Fife  Alex.  Brodie,  Efq. 

Col.  Wemys  David  Murray,  Efq. 

Arch.  Douglas,  Efq.  Hon.  General  Murray 

John  Hamilton!  Eiq.  Sir  Geo.  Douglas 

Lord  Wm.  Gordon  Mark  Pringle,  Efq. 

Sir HeAor  Munro,  K.  B.  Major  Moore 

Sir  Arch.  Edmonfton,  Bt.  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant 

Rob.  AUardice  Barclay,  Efq.  And.  M^Dowall,  Efq. 
Sir  Cha.  Prefton,  Bt. 


Against  the  Question. 

George  Skeene,  Efq.  Col.  Fullarton 

Sir  David  Carnegie,  Bt.  Sir  W.  A.  Cunynghame,  Bt. 

John  Anftruther,  Efq.  Col.  Dundas 

Geo.  Dempfter,  Efo.  John  Shaw  Stuart,  Efq. 

Sir  Robert  Laurie,  Bt.  Eras.  H.  Mackenzie,  Efq. 

Alex.  Stewart,  Efq.  Sir  Tho.  Dundas,  Bt. 

Teller  FOR  the  Queftion,  Thomas  Steele,  Efq. 
Teller  against  the  Queftion,  William  Adam,  Efq- 

Paired  off  for  the  Queftion, 

Rt.  Hon.  James  Grenville        Charles  Rofs,  Efq. 
Right  Hon.  Ifaac  Barre  Sir  Richard  Hill,  Bart. 

Paired  off  against  the  Queftion, 

Lord  North  Rt.  Hon.  W.  G.  Hamiltor* 

Keith Elphinftone,  Efq.  Wm.  Needham,  Elq. 

Thurfdayy   lith  December,   1788. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  "  That  the  order  of  the  dnv 
•*  for  receiving  the  Report  of  the  Committee  a^^omtt^i  to 
**  take  into  cgnfiderarion  the  State  of  ths  Nau^m,  be  \tiA\r 
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Coldnel       Colonel  Fitzpatrick  begged  Jeave  to  alk  the  right  hoirour- 
Pitipa-    able  gentleman,  whether  there  would  be  «ny  incohveitiencrf 
trick,     in  adjourning  the  confideration  of  the  Report  till  the  next 
day  ?  He  added,  that  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox) 
was  obliged,  by  illnefs,  toheabfent;  and  hefliould  imagine 
it  would  be  the  general  wifh,  that  no  part  of  the  important 
proceeding  which  they  were  engaged  in,  fhould  be  agitated 
in  the  abfence  of  fo  confiderable  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  as 
his  right  honourable  friend,  unlefs  fuch  delay  was  likely  to 
create  real  lofs  of  time,^and  ferious  inconvenience,  neither 
of  which,  he  prefumed,  would   be  the  cafe,  if  his  requeft 
could  be  complied  with,  becaufe  there  was  every  reafon  to 
believe  that  his  right  honourable  friend  could  be  prelfent  m 
bis  place  upon  the  enfuing  day,  and  the  Report  might  then 
be  taken  into  confideration,  and  voted,  if  the  Houfe  thou^t 
proper,  fo  as  to  be  carried  up  to  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords  on  Satur** 
day ;    in  which  cafe,  they  might,  on  Monday,  proceed  to 
debate  on  the  refult  of  a  conference,  which  would  be  as  (odhf 
he  conceived,  as  they  would,  at  any  rate,  be  able  to  af  rive 
at  that  ftage  ofthe  bufinefs. 
wllor  Pitt!*     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  it  certainly  was  h\i 
wifli  to  fhew  every  mark  of  perfoftal  refpedl   to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  confident  with  the  urgency  of  public 
hufinefs;    but,  where  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the  con* 
dudling  of  the  public  bufinefs,  however  he  might  regret  -the 
circumftance,  and  however  pSiinful  it  might  be  to  his  feblings^ 
he  (hould  think  it  his  duty  to  refufe;  but,  as  the  only  dif** 
ference  which  adjourning  the  confideration  of  the  Report 
until  the  next  day,  could  occafion,  would  be  the  circum* 
ftance  of  having  the  Refolutiohs,  if  voted,  to  fcarry  up  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  Saturday,  inftead  of  Friday,  the 
delay  would  not  prove  material ;  and  if  there  was  a  chance 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  be  prefent  upon 
the  morrow,  it  certainly  would  be  defirable  to  wait  a  day ; 
and,  therefore,  although  he  was  forry  the  Houfe  hsuf  bc*h 
given   the  trouble  of  affeitihling   unneceffarily,    he  Would 
chearfully  acquiefce  upon  that  ground. 

The  queftioft  was  then  put,  ^  That  the  confideration  of 
«*  this  Report  be  adjourned  until  the  day  enfuing;'?   and 
unanimOuflycarried,   ' 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday  J  It^b  December. 

When  Mr.  Alderman  Wat fon- had  appeared  at  tjic  bari 
with  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  ^atcof  the  Na- 
ticn,  the  quefliou  was  put^  «  That  the  Report  be  broughf 
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Sir  John  Sinclair  now  rifing,  ohferved,  that  he  could  moft  Sir  John 
fincerely  affirm,  that,  with  regard  to  the  firft  Refolution,  Sinclair. 
there  was  no  individual  in  that  Houfe  who  felt  more  the 
lamentable  calamity  A^'hich  had  hefallen  tJje  King  and  the 
country,  than  himfelf.  In  refpeft  to  the  rights  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  to  provide  the  means  for  fupplying  the 
deficiency  in  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority,  he  muft 
ftill  he  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  neceflary  for  that  Houfe 
to  make  a  declaration  of  its  rights,  on  the  flight  ground  of 
the  expreffion  of  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  ftated  in  the  fpeech  of  one  of  its  Members.  If  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  firfl  expreiled  his  doubts  of 
the  right  of  that  Houfe,  inftead  of  doing  fo,  had  brought  for- 
ward a  motion,  declaring  the  Prince  of  Wales's  right,  no 
man  would  have  more  firmly  refilled  fuch  a  motion,  than 
himfelf.  In  the  third  Refolution,  there  was  fomething  dark 
and  myAcrious  ;  and  whatever  ideas  he  had  of  the  charadler 
and  abilities  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had 
called  upon  the  Houfe  to  declare  their  right,  by  the  fecond 
Refolution,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  unnecefTary,  the 
myftery  in  the  third  Refolution  demanded  explanation.  He 
gave  the  right  honourable  gentleman  credit  for  too  much 
inanlinefs  of  mind,  to  fuppofe  that  he  would  endeavour  to 
entrap  that  Houfe,  and  fetter  its  future  condu£t,  by  any 
equivocal  Refolution,  but,  previoufly  to  his  bringing  up  of 
the  Report,  he  muft  beg  to  know  what  his  reafons  were  for 
the  wording  of  the  third  Refolution,  and  alfo  defire  an  ex- 
planation of  what  was  meant  by  the  bill  to  be  pafied  by  the 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  Sir  Jolin  exprefTcd  his  fears,  that 
the  two  Houfes  were  intended  to  be  called  upon  to  exceed 
their  conftitutional  powers,  and  this  was  a  time,  he  faid,  of 
too  critical  a  nature,  for  any  part  of  fo  very  ferious  and  im- 
portant a  proceeding  to  be  fufFered  to  remain  in  the  dark,  or 
fubjett  to  any  kind  of  doubt.  Every  ftep  in  fuch  a  proceed* 
ingfliould  be  clearly  under Jiood,  and  maturely  conlidered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt   anfwered,    that  be    wiflied  not  to  Mr.  CK^'v 
bring  forward  any  point  in  that  Houfe,  which  was  not  clearly  ^^^^"*' 
underftood ;  and,  therefore,  the  honourable  Baronet  did  him 
no  more  than  ju  ft  ice,  when  he  gave  him  credit  for  not  hav- 
ing any  intention,  by   any   equivocal  Refolution,  to  entrap 
that  Houfe,  and  fetter  its  future  proceedings.     He  trufted, 
that  he  had  never  ftiewn  a  difpofition  to  bring  forward  mea- 
fures  in  difguife;  and,  in  refpedt   to  the  information  which 
the  honourable  Baronet  wifhed  to  receive,  it  would  be  recol- 
lefied,  that  he  had,  in  his  general  opening  of  the  Refolutions 
at  large,  explained  the  whole  of  their  objc£l.     With  re^Oi^d 
to  the  means  of  providing  for  the  deft  &  in  tVve  e-stcTCN.S.vi  ct 
the  Royal  authority^  in  confcquence  of  H\s  Ma^vefv^'*^   v^^cv- 
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happy  incapacity,  he  had  ftated,  that,  as  in  confideration 
of  law,  His  Majelly's  political  capacity  was  entire,  their  firft 
proceeding  mtiftbe  by  the  Royal  authority,  which  was  by  a 
bill,  fandtioned  by  the  concurrence  of  the  King  and  the  two 
Houfcs  of  Parliament.  Now,  though  the  necelfity  of  the 
cafe  did  not  oblige  them  to  aft  without  the  Royal  authority^ 
it  did  oblige  them  to  provide  the  means  of  fupplying  thede- 
feft  arifing  from  His  Majefty^s  indif2>ofition,  by  iffuing  a 
commiffion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  appointing 
Commiffioiwrs  to  open  the  Parliament,  in  the  name  of  His 
Majefly,  in  the  ufual  form,  and  ftatethe  reafons  for  calling 
.them  together.  This,  he  conceived,  to  be  the  only  mode 
of  proceeding  that  could  be  adopted,  confiftent.  with  the 
principles  of  the  Con  ft  i  tut  ion. 
Sir  John  Sir  John  Sinclair  replied,  that  he  could  not  avoid  expreiEng 
Sinclair,  hjs  utmoft  aflonifhment,  that  the  riglit  honourable  gentle* 
man  fliould  call  the  fyftem  of  meafures,  which  he  had  ex- 
plained to  theHoufe,  a  fyflem  coniillent  with  the  principles 
of  theConflitution,  when  it  was  contrary  to  law.  Every 
gentleman,  converfant  with  the  flatute  law,  knew,  that  it 
was,  by  the  1 3th  of  Charles  the  Second,  declared  illegal  for 
the  two  Houles  of  Parliament  to  legiflatc  for  themfelves,  or 
make  laws  without  the  King ;  and,  by  the  fame  ftatute,  the 
declaration  that  they  had  any  fuch  power,  was  pronounced 
.high  treafon  in  theperfon  making  it,  and  lie  was  liable  to  all 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  a  premunire.  Sir  John  added,  that 
he  was  happy  that  the  right  honourable  gentieman  had  exr 
plained  his  meafures,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  highly 
objedl:  ion  able.  The  proper  and  Ijmple  mode  of  procedure  fiw 
the  two  Houfes  to  adopt,  in  his  opinion,  was  for  them  to  ad- 
drefs  the  only  individual  that  all  men's  eyes  were  fixed  oif$ 
as  the  fit  perfon  to  undertake  the  adminiftration  of  Govern^ 
mcnt,  in  like  manner  as  our  anceftors  had  addrefled  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  at  the  memorable  aera  of  the  Revolution, 
Mr.  Mr.  Poivysy  having  obferved  that  his  anxiety  on  the  pre- 

Powys.  fcnt  alarming  occafion  was  equal  to  that  of  the  honourable 
Baronet,  added,  that  although  he  believed  the  ftating  on 
what  that  anxiety  turned,  was  premature  in  that  ftage  of  the 
.  bufinefs,  he  would  venture  to  intimate,  that  when  the  Re-* 
port  Ihould  be  brought  up,  he  believed  he  might  undertake 
to  prove  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fyftem  was  not 
founded  eitlier  in  precedent  or  law. 

The  Report  having  been  brought  up,  and  tlie  firft  Refo- 

lution  read  and  agreed  10,  the  fecond  was  read,  when 

Sir  Grey       Sir  Grey  Cooper  rofe,  and  defired  to  be  permitted  to  ftatc, 

Cooper,    with  great  fubmifiion,  a  doubt  which  had  occurred  to  hina, 

whether  thr  TToufe,  in  its  preP  nt  limited  and  imperfe£t  capa- 

c/ty,  couJi!,  \\  iih  propiic  tV;  r-.u^  cc.vriVievA  \s v\.l\  the  order  and 
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regularity  of  their  proceedings,  agree  to  the  Refolution  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  now 
tinder  deliberation.  He  requeftcd  the  Members  of  the  Houfc 
to  confider  and  advert  to  the  very  peculiar  and  unprece- 
dented circumftances  under  which  they  were  aflembled,  and 
now  fitting.  They  were  one  of  the  eftates  of  the  kingdom, 
aJJmbUi  at  fVeJiminfter^  but  not  ajfemhlcd  in  Parliament  \  they 
were  mainied  and  mutilated  in  their  legiflative  funflions, 
by  the  prefent  unfortunate  incapacity  of  the  King  to  exer- 
cife  the  Royal  authority.  I'hey  had  met  on  the  20th  of 
November  Lift,  at  the  expiration  of  a  period  to  wliich  tliey 
had  been  duly  prorogued  by  theCommiffion  from  the  King. 
On  that  day,  no  commiiiion  came  to  prorogue  them  to  a 
farther  time.  The  Speaker  had  arranged  th*  proceeding  on 
that  occafion  in  the  befl  pofiible  manner.  When  lie  had 
taken  the  chair,  by  the  defire  of  the  Meml^crs  prefent,  the 
Minifter  opened  to  the  Houfe  the  deplorable  caiife  which 
prevented  His  Majeft:y's  fervants  from  taking  his  plealure, 
with  refpedt  to  a  farther  prorogation.  The  Houfe  paulWl, 
and  hefitated  in  what  they  ought  to  do  in  fuch  an  exig(.*ncy. 
By  the  ancient  rules  and  principles  of  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, it  was,  as  he  conceived,  irregular  for  them,  in 
the  fituation  in  which  they  then  flood,  to  do  any  bnfnu^fs, 
or  to  make  any  order,  other  than  for  adjourning  from  day 
to  day.  But,  upon  reading  a  precedent  of  the  9th  of  Seji- 
tember,  1690,  which  bore  confiderable  analogy  to  their  pro- 
ceeding in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  Houfe  afTumed  internal 
energy  enough  to  adjourn  for  fourteen  days,  and  to  order  a 
call  of  the  Houfe;  and  upon  the  ground  of  this  precedent, 
and  the  very  fpecial  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  they  perhaps 
might  be  juftified  in  making  iiich  order. 

They  met  again  on  the  4th  of  December,  and  were  in- 
formed by  the  Minifter,  that  the  Hunc  caufe  unhappily  con- 
tinued to  prevent  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  from  taking  the 
King's  pleafure,  touching  any  aft  to  be  done,  either  for  the 
further  proroguing  Parliament,  or  for  ifluing  the  fimimons 
for  its  meeting  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs;  and  ihey  were 
then  mformed,  that  thcie  wa\  a  nccejjity  for  their  immediately 
procee'Jing  to  rupjiiy  the  defedt  in  the  exercif<;  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  Royril  ruttlioiirv.  Since  t!)i:t  meafure  hnd  been 
recommer:ded  l)y  \\\t  Minifter,  and  a.'i(.;:-)tfd  by  ih*^  Houfe, 
they  had,  in  all  ihe  fteps  whivh  ihey  h.ave  hitherto  takui, 
a6led  under  the  authority,  and  moved  by  the  m^r-.*  Impuife, 
ctfthat  neceffity  ;  and  if  anv  part  of  their  proceedings  tranf- 
greffed  the  cltar  limits  6t  that  iieceflity,  and  the  direft 
courfe  which  it  points  out  to  us,  it  was,  in  his  humble  opi- 
nion,'an  2dL  offeifcoTfjritutedpuer^  and    0/ "jer*;  Jon^ercu^ 

O  2  ^\^^ 
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The  point  in  qucftion,  therefore,  was,  whether  the  fe* 
^ond  Refolution  now  reported  was,  or  was  not,  an  a<3  of 
neceffity,  for  the  purpofc  of  foppplying  the  defeft  in  the  Le- 
giflature,  by  the  King's  incapacity.  He  contended,  that 
the  Refolution,  declaring  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Houfe, 
was  not  neceflary,  becaufe  there  appeared  to  him  no  real 
impediment  or  obftacle  to  tlieir  progrefs,  whiich  it  was  rfc-. 
quifite  to  remove  and  clear  away,  before  they  could  !l&  in 
their  deliberative  capacity.  That  tkre  was  no  claim  bJ  rights 
no  denial  of  their  authority ^  no  matter  of  which  the  Houfe  could, 
conjijlently  with  the  gravity  and  order  of  its  proceedmgSf  tail 
parliamentary  notice  or  cognizance. 

At  the  Revolution,  the  Convention  Patliament  did  not, 
in  the  famous  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  declare 
what  it  was  their  right  or  their  duty  to  do.  It  appears,  that 
Finch  and  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  and  forae  other  leading 
men  at  that  time,  delivered  and  maintained  opinions,  diredlly 
contrary  to  the  principles  on  which  the  firft  Refolution  of 
the  28th  of  January,  1689,  was  grounded.  But  the  grand 
Committee  propofed  no  refolution,  to  vindicate  or  eftabli(h 
their  right  againft  fuch  aflertions.  They  exerci fed  their 
right,  and  did  tlie  noble  work  they  were  about ;  and  they 
thought,  that  the  doing  the  deed,  comprehended  in  it,  and  . 
inconteilibly  proved,  both  their  right  and  their  duty  to  d^ 
it. 

Having  fubmitted  tp  the  Houfe  thefe  obfervations  on  the 
order  of  their  proceedings,  he  requefted  the  indulgence  of 
their  attention  to  fome  remarks  upon  the  precedents  oa 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  laid  the  foun* 
dation  of  his  refolutions,,  and  particularly  on  the  prece* 
dent  of  the  32d  and  33d  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  whicli  runs 
from  page  42  to  page  77  in  the  Report  from  the  Commjttee; 
and  which,  being  the  only  one  touching  the  fupply  of  the  dc- 
fedl  in  the  royal  authority  from  ficknefs,  herewith  the  naoft 
force  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  and  perfons.  The  pre- 
cedent had  l^een  mucli  relied  on ;  it  had  been  propofed  as  a  pat- 
tern for  their  proceeding  in  the  great  and  arduous  affair  which 
a  mod  dc=:plorable  neceffity  impofed  upon  them.  They  had 
been  called  upon  by  the  great  Law  Authorities  in  that  Houfe 
to  follow  the  example  of  their  anceftors,  and  not  to  leave 
them  in  the  lurch,  by  departing  from  the  principles  on  which 
tiiey  a£i:ed.  But,  before  they  determined  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  their  ancefiors,  it  feemed  to  him  that  they  fliould 
confider  what  fort  of  perfons  thofe  fame  anceflors  were.  He 
would  venture  to  undertake  to  prove,  by  the  irrefragable 
evidence  of  records;  and  the  authentic  hiftory  of  the  times, 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  all  the  proceedings  which  col- 
-  lidijvfdy  form  that  precedent,  bot\\  HQ>ife^  c^i  '¥'3iv\\^mwi\X. 


A.  ijtn. 
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Item  lit  ttie  moft  «hjt^<ft  and  hurailhtetl  finite  of  depcnJcDcr, 
on  the  power  and  will  of  Kiclmrd  Duke  of  York,  and  tlic 
potent  and  formidable  faS ion  of  the  noble  families  who  ad- 
hered to  him  and  followed  tbe  proje£ls  of  his  ambition  ;  and 
that  every  Aep  they  took,  every  declaration  t^ey  made,  an  J 
every  a6t  ihey  did,  or  paffexl,  were  taken  and  done  under  the 
impttfilion  of  iui mediate  force*  and  irrefiftiblt^  influence. 
He  defired  to  be  permirtevl  to  Aate  fome  fa£t«  anterior  t6  the 
yeat  14541  in  winch  that  precedent  principally  arofe,  in  ot- 
der  10  intn^duceT  with  more  re^nlanty  and  clearnefsj  the  cloi 
ciiment^  aid  evidence  by  which  he  intended  to  fop  port  hU 
propofjtion.  After  tlie  affafli nation  of  tbe  virtuous  Duke  of 
Ciloucc'ier,  the  Kmg'^  uncle  Richardj  Duke  of  York,  became 
fir  ft  Prrnc^  of  the  Eloodi  ajid  prefumptive  tleir  to  thn 
Cfdwi).  The  impt^Achment  nf  the  great  MinitWr  ami 
fav'Diirite,  the  Duke  of  Suffolki  and  his  bafiiftiment  and 
deathi  foflri  followed.  Edmtsnd  Beamfort,  Dukf  of  Somer- 
fct,  fucceedod  to  the  favour  of  the  Qiicen,  the  powers  of 
Admin  titration,  and  the  unpopular  it  y  of  his  pu^deceflbr. 
The  Duke  of  York  I  trufting  to  the  advantage  which  that 
luipcpiilarity  and  tbewcakneii  of  the  government  gave  him, 
itiiffdan  arroy  in  the  year  145a,  and  marched  with  lOiOOo 
men  from  VV^le»  to  the  gates  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the 
pijrpofe,  as  he  gave  otit,  of  a  reformation  in  theGovern- 
menty  and  tire  removal  of  ihf^  Duke  of  Somcifet  from  all 
hiis  power  and  authority.  The  manner  in  which  he  was 
fitted  III  this  bold  tmtifrprize*  of  his  heinf  the  dupe  of  his 
confidence  in  the  promifcs  of  the  Courts  and  of  his  efcape 
fiom  the  power  of  his  ertecnies,  are  h6ks  well  known  to  all 
tUok  who  have  ever  looked  into  tbe  hiftory  of  this  evcnrfal 
period.  He  lived  in  retirement  athisCaftle  on  the  hordc;rs 
of  Wales  till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1453*  The  Prince 
Df  Wales  was  born  inOftfiber  1453  :  and,  about  this  time, 
the  King  felt  into  a  di fonder  in  his  mind,  which  rendered 
hini  unfit  even  to  maintain  the  appearance  of  Royalty,  The 
Queen  and  Somerfet  found  themfelves  obliged  by  this  ex'i* 
gency  to  yitld,  for  a  timej  to  the  high  power  and  con  nee- 
tiom^  *if  the  Duke  of  York*  Somerfet  was  a^iftu ally  fent  ta 
tlie  TnWt?ruri  the  i;jth  of  February ,  t454»  Richard  was  ap- 
appf>ivR*l,    ur,    mora   properly    fiieaking,    appointed    him- 


King,   for  holding   the  Parliament, 
hrft    aJTembled    at   Reading,    was, 


fi\t  Ij.t\'tnT;int  to   tlpe 
which,     having    been 

after  feveral  prorogations  and-  adjournments,  aiTembled  at 
Weftniinfter  on  the  i  ith  of  February ►  /Vbont  this  tirae^ 
th€  famous  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  Earls  of  Saliibufy  and 
Weftmort^liindt  and  many  others  of  the  Duke's  followers, 
were  admitted  into  ths  Councif,  in  the  place  cjf  \\\%  lo\^rv^t 
mJlirMion^  aud  had  rht  vihole  Govea\me\\t  w  <^evx 
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**  mens  fhould  apply  to  the  Lords,  as  well  at  to  the  Kii^ 
*^  for  redrefs,  in  a  matter  in  which  their  own  privUeffeft  vtftre 
*'  eflentiatly  concerned.  Secondly^  That  notwithftsmding 
•<  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  moft  formally  declared,  ••  Tl|at 
<<  perfons  arrefted  for  any  other  caufe  than  for  treafbiiy  hr 
<<  lony,  or  furety  of  the  peace,  or  for  a  condemnation^  bad 
<^  before  their  Parliament,  ought  to  be  releafed,''  the  Lofds 
*^  ihould  adjudge  that  Ihorpe,  who  came  Within  none  of 
^'  thefe  defcriptions/  fhould,  accoi'ding  to  the  law,  remain 
**  ftill  in  prifon  :  and  thirdly,  That  the  Commons  fliouldib 
*^  eaiily  acquiefce  in  this  decifion,  and  immediatelj-  proceed 
'<  to  the  election  of  another  Speaker,  and  the  whole  of  thii 
J  *^  tranfaAion  was  but  the  bufmefs  of  three  days,  the  I4tht 
•*  15th,  and  i6th  of  February. 

"  For  when  we  compare  the  uncommon  expedition  witb 
*^  which  this  very  important  affair  was  hurried  over^  the 
**  judgement  of  the  Lords,  fo  direftly  contrary  to  the  con- 
^*  clufion  which  ought  to  have  been  drawn  from  the  opifma 
<<  delivered  by  the  Chief  Juflice ;  the  command  of  the  Biihop 
<'  of  Ely  to  ele£i:  another  Speaker,  fignified  immediatelf 
*^  fubfequent  on  the  judgement,  and,  as  far  as  appears,  witkh 
<*  out  any  communication  with  the  King,  and  the  obedient 
**  fubmiffion  of  the  Commons  ;  I  fay,  all  thefe  CircomftaiH 
**  ces,  compared  with  the  very  high  fituation  in  wluch  the 
^'  plaintiff,  Richard  Duke  of  York,  then  ftood,  being,  as 
**  appears  from  the  Parliamentary  Hiftory,  that  very  day, 
**  the  14th  of  February,  appointed  Prefident  in  thefaid  Par- 
<<  liameiit,  and  himfelf  prefent,  and  taking  a  part  in  the 
**  hearing  of  his  caufe,  may  be  thought  uiU  to  juflrify  the 
**  opinion  of  Sir  N.  Rich,  who,  when  this  precedent  was 
•*  cited  in  a  debate  on  the  8th  of  March,  1620,  fays,  •*  It 
^^.  is  a  cafe  btgoiUn  by  the  iniquity  of  the  times  j  tthen  theDuki  if 
"  Tink  might  have  an  over-gt  own  power  in  ity  and  iberefoti 
**  wifh  it  may  not  be  meddled  wiih!^ 

AVould  to  God  that  this  whole  precedent,  of  which  tiM 
cafe  of  the  Speaker  makes  a  deplorable  part,  had  wnvr  i^M 
been  meddlel withy  but  had  been  buried  in  the  roils  of  Pwi^' 
ment,  and  coniigned  to  everlafting  contempt  and  oblirion*    ' 

Indeed,  what  our  excellent  hiftorian  Rapine  remarks  titt* 
this  Parliament,  and  the  other  Parliaments  about  thistUne^ 
isperfeAly  juft,  and  well  founded^  He  fays,  that  the  oMi* 
trary  r^folutions  of  thofe  aflemblies,  clearlv  (hew  that  thi^T 
a6lfd  not  with  freedom,  but  were  fwayed  by  the  cffeMI 
which  happened  before  their  deliberations.  Their  detetoijU' 
nations  are  properly  of  no  force,  fince  they  had  not  the  H*^ 
berty  to  judge  according  to  their  underftanding,  unlefs  UW 
faid  that  their  underftandings  always  Ifd  them  to  fide  w^itli 
the  /Irongeilm 
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Upon  the  reading  of  thefe  records  and  obfervations,  as 
the  ftrongeft  and  moil  fearching  evidence  againft  this  moft 
inaufpicious  precedent,  might  he  not  venture  to  aik  the 
Houfe,  whether  fome  feelings  of  refentmcnt  and  indig- 
nation did  not  rife  in  their  breads  againft  thofe  who  hav« 
propofed  tnis  precedent,  as  a  pattern  for  their  condufl,  in 
bneof  tjbemoft  important  and  momentous  emergencies,  that 
ever  prefented  itfelf  to  Parliament,  and  in  which  all  the 
great  energies  of  Government,  all  the  rights  of  the  higheft 
and  pioft  illuftrious  perfons,  and  the  iirlt  principles  of  th« 
Conftitution  are  concerned  ;  and  at  a  time,  too,  when,  from 
the  furprife^and  fuddenn^fs  of  the  calamity,  the  Houfes  of 
I^arliament  were  inopes  conjiliu 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  i455j  the  King  was  fome- 
what  recovered  from  his  indifpofition,  and  the  Queen  moved 
him  to  refume  his  authority,  and  to  releafe  Somerfct  from 
the  Tower.  The  Duke  of  York  was  forced  to  retire,  lie 
raifed  another  army.  He  complained  in  his  manifefto  of 
the  King^s  Minifters,  and  demanded  a  change  of  Govern- 
ment* The  battle  of  St.  Alban's  was  fought  in  the  month 
6f1VIay,   1555. 

This  was  a  fummaryway  of  changing  Adminiftration ; 
for,  they  were  all  killed  in  the  battle,  and  the  King  was 
tjiken  prifoner.  It  is  not  necefiary  to  ftate,  that,  after  this 
great  event,  the  unfortunate  King  was  reftorcd  to  the  ap- 
pearance and  forms  of  Royalty ;  that  the  Duke  of  York  and 
all  his  adherents  were  declared  innocent  of  any  treafon 
againft  the  King;  that  he  was  reinftated  in  the  Protec- 
torate, at  the  inftance  of  the  very  Commons  whofe  Speaker 
he  had  imprifoned;  and  that  upon  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  he 
waSy  as  it  was  called,  exonerated  of  the  office,  and  of  all 
his  pow^r — Thcrfe  were  all  parts  of  folemn  State  farces  exhi- 
bited to  the  people  at  that  time.  It  was  not  neceCary  to 
ftate,  that  from  the  period  of  the  battle  at  St,  Alban's,  the 
whole  kingdom  was  deluged  with  blood,  and  involved  in  con- 
fuiion,  by  a  moft  cruel  and  ferocious  civil  war,  for  the  courfe 
of  thirty  years.  From  the  very  threftiold  of  this  difaftrous 
period,  the. precedent,  on  which  he  had  been  lb  long  trou- 
bling the  Houfe,  was  taken,  and  raifed  from  the  dead,  for 
th#  purpofe  of  doing  what  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  who 
elided  tne  Duke  of  York,  declared  they  would  not  do,  pre- 
tuaicemy  Lord  the  Prince.  Thepretenfions  of  a  Prince  of 
W;^Ies  to  the  Regency,  were,  in  the  latt  debate,  admitted 
aiid  allowed  by  the  firft  legal  authority  in  the  Houfe.  The 
Attorney  General  had  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  though 
the  Prince  liad  no  right,  either  l)y  common  or  ftatute  law, 
to.affume  or  to  exercife  the  office  of  Regent,  wvUxovilV  \.Vv4 
appointobent  of  PudiskOneiitf  yet  he  owned  lYiaX.  \iV^  ^^^"^^^^ 
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fions  to  that  appointment  were  fo  ftrong,  and  fo  nnqueftiod- 
ablc^  from  his  high  ftation  and  nearnefs  to  the  Crown,  that 
thofe  pretenfions  could  not  be  denied  or  rejcdled,  except  fijr 
fuch  caiifes  as  would  well  nigh  juflify  a  bill  of  exclufion, 
or,  in  other  words,  for  fuch  caufes  as  would  exclude  hind 
from  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Martin^  having  firft  obferved  that  he  did  not  rertiaitt 

'  in  the  Houfe  during  the  whole  of  the  debase,  which  took 
pls^e  on  the  preceding  Wednefday,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf 
fo  much  exhaufted,  after  nine  hours  clofe  attention  to  the 
different  arguments,  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  home,  which 
he  the  lefs  fcrupled  to  do,  as  he  was  awire  that  on  the  Re* 
port  he  ihould  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  his  fenti>» 
ments,  as  well  in  compliance  with  what,  if  he  recolleflcd 
rightly,  had  been  the  requeft  of  more  than  one  gentleman, 
viz.  that  on  a  queftion  of  that  importance,  every  Member 
fhould  avow  his  fentiments,  added,  that  as  he  never  wiihed 
to  blink  any  queftion  that  camb  under  agitation  in  that  Houfe, 
he  maKie  no  fcruple  to  declare  that,  had  he  fiaid  the  debate 
out,  he  fhould  have  given  his  vote  for  hot  leavihg  the  cbair, 
becaufe  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Refolutibn  was  very' 
proper,  and  what  the  Houfe,  under  its  prefent  citcumftancts, 
did  right  to  vote.  In  thecourfeof  the  debate  in  the  Coirt- 
fnittee,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  Way  had 
talked  of  a  change  of  Adminiftration.  What  had  pafled  that 
day,  i  friend  of  his  had  obferved  to  him,  brought  to  memory 
a  (cene  in  Shakcfpeare's  play  of  Henry  the  Foiirth,  where 
Falftaff  reckoned  upon  what  would  be  done  for  hriti  and  his" 
aflbciates,  when  the  Prince  ihould  come  to  the  Crown,  whidb 
was  then  daily  expe Aed,  and  was  afligning  places  of  dignity 
and  chairafter  to  the  moft  delerving  of  his  friends.  Mr- 
Martin  faid,  he  hoped  if  the  right  honourable  g^ntleitian 
canve  into  office,  he  would  not  provide  for  all  who  had 
claims  upon  him,  but  would  recolIe£l  that  it  had  been  utgti 
againft  the  right  honourable  gentleman  near  him,  by  feme 
of  thofe  who  moft  advifed  him,  that  his  compaiiiohs  were 
not  all  equally  Well  approved.  He  was  perfuaded,^  that  M 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  too  noble  a  miiid 
to  he  fwayed  by  avarice,  or  any  of  the  meaner  paffions  {  bt 
thought,  however,  the  right  hdnourable  gentleman  had  tdO 
much  ambition,  which  inclined  him  to  temporize^  for  thk 
feke  of  getting  into  power.  Nothing  but  that  could,  bfr 
thought,  have  induced  him  to  come  into  that  -odiou^  xutSir 
fure  the  coalition,  and  in  like  manner^  on  the  prefent  occ^ 

*  Aon,,  be  afcribed  the  whole  line  of  coiiduA  virhich  the  tij^ 
)K>nQurable  gentleman  had  purfued,  folely  to  temporieing» 
with  a  view  to  get  into  power.    H;vd  xvol  the  ia^  bi^  fyf 

Mtf  Martin  faiJ,  he  was  jcrl\iaacd  \\\^  u^\\Voxv6^^^ 
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tUman  would  not  have  maintained  do£lrines  Co  incompatible 
widi  the  ufual  language  holden  by  him  upon  conftitutional 
points.  Mr.  Martin  fsyd,  as  he  always  voted  according  to 
his  confcience ;  it  had  happened  that  he  had  occafionally  voted 
with  both  tbe  rigjit  honourable  gentlemen,  and  he  could 
not  help  faying,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  near  him,  had  proved  himfelf  a  good  and  virtuous  Mi- 
pifter*  In  the  very  delicate  Situation  in  which  he  had  lately 
flood,  his  condufk  had  been  coniiflent,  fteady,  and  noble ; 
in  (hort,  fuch  as,  in  his  opinion,  entitled  liim  to  the  praife 
^nd  confidence  of  the  public.  He  declared,  he  believed  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  near  him  was  on  his  retreat,  and 
therefore  was  glad  to  take  that  opportunity  of  fpeaking  as 
h^dfpmely  of  him  as  poflible. 

Thje  Juwney  General  again  contended,  tliat  the  common  Atto 
law  knew  no  fuch  perfon  as  a  Regent.  The  common  law  Gem 
only  recognized  three  defcriptions  of  governors  of  kinff- 
j(joms;  and  tlvefe  were.  Kings,  Cujlodes  Regni,  and  Kings 
X^ieutenants.  The  Cufios  Regniy  was  a  Pro  Rex^  endowed 
yvith  limited  powers,  which  had  l)een  occafionally  enlarged, 
^d  the  power  of  bellowing  benefices,  and  other  fpecific  ex- 
prcifes  of  authority  given;  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
£0)4^  was  a  living  inilance  of  the  nature  of  the  office  of  a 
King's  Lieutenant.  With  regard  to  the  King*s  prefer ving 
jbi«  jpoUtical  capacity  entire,  notwithllanding  his  illnefs  (he 
^gid)  he  fhould  err  with  i^rd  Coke,  with  Chief  Juiiice 
Hate,  Mr.  Juflice  Forfler,  and  every  other  great  legal  au- 
illKMrtty,  if  he  did  not  maintain  that  dodlrine.  He  added,  that 
in  an/wer  to  an  honourable  Baronet,  (Sir  Grey  Cooper)  be 
muil  beg  leave  to  put  in  his  plea,  and  tell  him,  thi^t  if  he 
would  give  himfelf  the  trouble  once  more  to  look  over  a 
)x>ok,  which  the  honourable  Baronet  had  often  confulted, 
Mr.  Juflice  Forfler's  Treatife  on  the  Principles  of  the  Con- 
.Hittttion,  he  would  fiqd  that  he  was  miflaken  in  one  part  of 
his  argumept*  As  to  the  honourable  Baronet's  account  of 
i^e  tranfaflions,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  it 
feemed  fuflicient  to  anfwer,  that  at  that  time  it  was  the 
liiw  of  the  land,  that  there  was  no  privilege,  nor  was  it  till 
4he  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  a  ftatute  was  paded  expreflly 
for  that  purpofe.  The  proceedings,  therefore,  that  the  ho- 
nourable £aronet  had  fo  flrongly  reprobated,  with  regard  to 
.theappe^l  to  the  Judges,  in  the  cafe  of  the  detention  of  the 
.SpeaW  of  the  ^Houfe  of  Commofis,  who  had  found  that 
jirivilege  would  lay  in  the  Speaker's  cafe,  and  the  reference 
i>f  the  Judges  opinion  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  were  not.fo 
^e^t|;aordinary ;  but  let  thtm  be  ever  fo  worthy  of  cenfure, 
^  Kicbard  Duke  of  York  be  ever  fo  great  a  t^T;5LWX./\X.  "Vyt^^^ 
amMu^ii;  ^fuppon  his  neafoning,  and  tVie  moit;  xo  &\t,T\2^cv- 
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txx  and  confirm  the  precedent  felefled  from  that  period  ;  be* 
caufe  it  proves,  that  in  the  worft  of  times,  the  tranfa<3ion 
which  the  precedent  ftated  had  been  conftitutionally  regular. 
To  argue  againft  all  precedents,  feledted  from  troublefome 
times,  was  a  fort  of  reafoning  tliat  he  lamented  ;  and  to  pro- 
nounce that  no  precedent  taken  from  fuch  times  was  to  be 
relied  on,  appeared  like  proceeding  to  the  length  of  declar- 
ing that  the  Magna  Charta  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  an 
aft  of  Parliament* 
Tr.  Mr.  fVyndham  declared,  that  if  an  honourable  gentleman 

ynd-  (Mr.  Martin)  had  not  confidered  what  he  had  faid,  as  of 
^^'  high  confequence  in  his  own  opinion,  he  furely  would  not 
have  come  forward  with  afleitions  altogether  unfounded, 
and  for  whjich  he  had  affigned  no  reafon.  He  knew  nojt 
whether  there  was  any  myftery  to  be  derived  from  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  advanced,  fince  fuperftition  af- 
figned to  animals  of  no  great  eftimation,  the  power  of  reveal- 
ing fecrets.  Macbeth  told  us,  that  the  greateft  perils  had 
been  difcovered  by  the  fcreaming  of  magpies  and  choughs. 
As  an  individual  Member  of  the  body  of  men,  whom  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  laftied  and  cenfered,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  protefted,  that  he  trembled  to  ftand  in  the  honourable 
gentleman*s  prefence.  Thus  much,  however,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  pronounce,  that,  in  point  of  rank,  of  family,  of  fo.r-' 
tune>  of  fplendid  talents,  of  known  character,  and  tried  abili- 
ties, there  were  not  in  the  kingdom  their  fuperiors.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  therefore;  muft  fuppofe  fome  peculiar 
confequence  to  be  annexed  to  his  opinion,  or  the  Houfe 
pever  would  have  heard  the  body  of  men,  he  ha<)  been  de- 
fcribing,  humbled  as  they  had  been,  by  the  honourable 
gentleman;  but  as  he  would  not  on  that,  or  any  other  occa- 
sion, follow  the  honourable  gentleman's  example,  he  would 
quit  all  mention  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  who  had 
been  fo  peculiarly  diftinguifhed,  as  to  have  been  made  the 
fpecial  fubjcft  of  a  debate,  and  not  only  of  a  debate,  but  of  a 
refolution  of  that  Houfe.  Having  thus  alluded  to  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Houfe  the  preceding  day,  on  account  of 
Mr.  Fox's  illnefs,  Mr.  Wyndham  proceeded  to  deliver  his 
opinion  on  the  topics  ftated  and  maintained,  on  diflferent 
fides  of  that  Houfe.  He  remarked,  that  he  concurred  with 
the  doctrine  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  in  its  fulleft 
extent,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  delivered  his  opinion 
upon  it  to  the  Committee,  but  had  been  fo  much  exhaufted, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  forego  his  intention ;  that  he  was 
then  glad  he  had  done  fo ;  for,  he  had  been  able  fince,  more 
maturely  to  confider  the  fubjeft  ;  and  he  was,  by  refledlion, 
confirmed  in  his  opinion.  The  true  jet  of  the  argument 
fra/  to  be  ^rzwn  not  froq;^  written  \aw>  tvot.  ii<Ms\  ^i^c^^t^x^ 
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but  it  depended  upon  the  plain  broad  ground  of  analogy, 
analogy  too  clear  to  be  miftaken.  and  too  forcible  to  be  re- 
filled. Not  to  confider  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to 
the  Regency,  as  an  hereditary  right,  was  to  go  the  length 
of  maintaining  that  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  had  a 
power  of  difpoflng  of  the  conftitution.  He  rather  judged 
the  goodnefs  of  a  precpilent  by  its  confequence,  and  what 
the  effefts  of  that  confequence  might  be,  than  by  the  prece- 
dent itfelf.  According  to  the  doftrine  laid  down,  a  foreigner 
might  juftly  obferve,  that  whenever  there  was  occation  tor  a 
Regent,  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  ftepped  in,  and  gave 
away  the  country.  With  refpeiTfc  to  the  various  arguments 
that  had  been  advanced,  as  to  what  the  law  was,  concerning 
the  cafe  in  point,  he  fiiould  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  one  of  the  fqrefl  ways  of  determining  what  was 
the  law,  was,  by  determining  what  ought  to  be  the  law.  He 
adverted  to  the  fuppofed  motives  of  the  Minifter,  and  fa  id 
that  they  well  knew  what  he  was  working  at  the  bottom, 
but  men  were  not  looking  at  the  confideration  they  ought 
to  look  to,  but  were  making  it  a  perfonal  queftion.  They 
had  been  told  properly  enough,  that  they  ftiould  not  confider 
the  virtues  of  the  great  perfonage,  who  had  the  flrongeft  pre- 
ferable claim  to  the,Regency,  as  any  argument ,  and  yet,  if  the 
virtues  ofhisMajefty,  (which  all  mull  readily  agree)  wer^ 
holden  out  as  reafons  for  limiting  the  powers  of  the  Regent, 
they  ought  to  take  in  the  virtues  of  the  other  perfonage  as 
the  fecurity  for  his  Majcfty's  returning  to  the  government  : 
but,  it  was  thought  that  the  cuftody  of  the  King's  preroga* 
tives  were  more  fecu re  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliament,  than  in 
thofe  of  the  Heir  Apparent.  Mr.  Wyndham  took  notice,  that 
in  onecf  the  laft  Regencies,  the  latter  of  thofe  in  Henry  the 
Sixth,  the  Duke  of  York  was  made  Regent,  becaufc  he  wat 
prefumptive  heir  to  the  Crown,  and  thence  he  argued,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  heir  apparent,  had  a  better  plea, 
and  the  public  had  a  better  fecurity  for  his  taking  due  care  of 
the  interefts  of  the  kingdom,  as  no  other  perfon  was  fo  much 
interefted  in  its  profperity.  He  reprobated  the  projeft  pro- 
pofed  in  the  third  refolution,  and  declared,  that  his  mind  re- 
volted at  the  idea  of  a  coarfe  fiilion,  for  fo  it  was,  let  what 
would  be  faid  of  it.  He  protefted,  that  for  one,  he  did  not 
place  great  reliance  on  the  rcafoning  of  lawyers  upon  fuch 
fubje£ls.  Gentlemen  of  that  profeflion  were  not  always  the 
beft  writers  on  conftitutional  queftions  ;  their  profeflional 
knowledge  perverted  their  opinions  on  fuch  topics,  bf-caufe, 
when  they  were  under  difcuffion,  from  their  legal  knowledge 
they  were  always  flying  to  legal  analogies.  Mr..  Wyndham 
ia:d,  he  did  not  like  thofe  maxims  which  could  not  be  com- 
pi:ehen4ed^  nor  djd  be  admire  precedents  drawn  itomUvc\^'^  cS. 
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Tuck  tfimnltf  md  jcoafuiioo,  A^tbcS^  th^L  diftingviihfjd  fhepf- 
riod  froni  the  appointment  of  tfae  P«»ke  of  Y^rfc,  to  t^e  Kf- 
gency  in  the  JUctrn:  part  of  the  rejgn  of  Henry  the  Sixth.  The 
fatal  confequences  which  followocji,  was,  in  Ims  opioioo,  a  fyi- 
ficient  condemnation  of  the  preoedeot. 

}/lr.  Mar-      Mr.  Martin  obferved,  that  as  the  hon.our^hIe  gentleman 
tin*       had  accufed  him  of  oAt  having  (poken  to  the  gueftion,  he  apr 
pealed  to  the  Houfe»  whether  had  not  fpoken  to  it  in  a  gene- 
ral way,  both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  his  fpeech.     The 
reafon  why  he  alluded  to  a  change  of  adminiilration,  was  the 
having  heard  the  right  honourable  gentleju^n  oyer  the  w?), 
introduce  the  fubjeS  in  his  fpeech  in  the  Comiiiittee^  a;id  be 
had  always  uaderftood,  that  a  debate  on  a  llepprt  of  a  C^or^- 
.  mittee,  was  conGdered  as  a  continuation  of  9  former  ilc^otei 
He  was  willing  to  impute  the  prrfonal  rude  treaJtuienr  .v>f  him, 
rather  to  the  heat  of  the  moment,  than  to  any  intenti<:(nal  de- 
.  parture  from  that  good  breeding,  which  m^d^  .fp  e.^ential  a 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman^«  chara£ler. 
M^'.  Mr.  Cbriftian  profefl&d,  that  he  was  forry  the  quefiipn  wi%% 

Chriftic.  brought  forward  at  al]>  but  as  it  had  been,  he  thought  it- wasA]pe 
duty  of  that  Houfe^  to  a&rt  its  rights,  ^nd  dcKiide  upon,thl!IPi 
^for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.  He  was  not,  however,  prepared 
to  go  the  length  of  the  third  refolution,  and  be»|;e4  not  jto  be 
^  confidered  as  precluded,  by  his  vote  pf  \VedneidaV9  froin  dif- 
jenting  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  )iead  of 
ihe  Exchequer,  on  that  queftion.  After  the  giarioue  efieds 
of  the  Revolution,  he  conceived  that  we  opght  to  ^  in  the 
iame  way,  to  declare  the  Prince  of  W^lcs  Regent,  3s  -pur  ;m* 
ceftors  had  declared  the  Prince  of  Orange  jK^ing,  w^A  lo  ^d- 
drefs  his  Royal  Highnefe  to  accept  the  R^encj^  He  did  nfA 
think  it  right  to  place  any  reftri^ione  whatever  oittbe  jPf  iiMet 
while  aAing  as  Regent. 

Mr-  Har-  Mn  Hsrdipg^  havir^  premiladj  thH  (b  important  a  j^uef* 
^iage.  tion  as  that  under  difcuffion,  had  not  engaged  their  attention, 
£nce  that  (ame  afiemorable  Revolution,  which  gaveutsfi^. 
Conftitution,  and  fecuted  our  liberti«e»  added,  tb«t  4iicii%fa 
unfortunate  cfilis,  like  the  prefent,  when  there  was^  fom|i« 
•£on  of  theexercife  of  the  Royal  Authority,  the  people  .01.4^ 
land  ought  to  repair  the  defecl.  He  agreed  with  qnany  mdt 
tlemen  on  the  othej  fide,  in  their  premi(es,  but  not  in  tMf 
application.  No  man  had  a  greater  diflike  to  make  jK^rfia- 
mentary  declarations  of  conftitutional  rights  than  he  hath  apf 
would  he  ever  confent  to  any  fuch  declars^tioq,  hot  w|iei|e*||ie 
neceflity  abfolutely  required  it ;  becaufe,  his  opinton  pisf% 
that  the  Houfe  of  Qomnions  ought  to  fpeak  by  its  adioiie,.iJb4 
not  in  words.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  he  thought  an  4iMVQii4^ 
neceffity  did  vequise  a  declaration  of  the  rights  of  the  ^Qgftt 
^ad  be  would  t^U  tKe  Houfe  wh^.  The  ^iiedioii  pf  r^ht-JM 
ieen  cfi^eaged.      The  ngV\t  ViQiao^xticAt  ^tci^ocaoDL  tntt 


A.  1788^  DEBATES. 

j^inft  him,  it  t\mt9fcy  firft  mornsnt  when  the  Royal  incapa^ 
city  wa«  eftabliflied  in  a  manner  fatisfadofy  to  that  Houfe, 
had  rifen,  and  afierttd  the  Prince's  right.  Let  him  ro^ 
wind  the  Hoofe  of  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
himfelf  faid*,  for,  the  manner  of  the  declaration  was  material. 
With  a  franknefs  that  did  him  honour,  the  right  honourable 
gentleifian  aflerted  the  Prince's  right ;  and  he  had  fince  told 
them,  that  he  had  long  lived  in  confidential  habits  with  the 
Heir  Apparent.  The  ailertion  ftruck  every  man  with  its  no» 
velty,  and  it  went  foith,  and  made  as  much  impreflion  on  the 
minds  of  the  public,  as  it  had  done  on  the  minds  of  that  Houfe. 
It  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
words  had  been  mifconccived,  but  according  to  his  own  ex- 
planation, it  turned  out,  that  his  argument  was  not  miftaken. 
A  noble  relation  of  his,  who  had  long  flood  diftin|;uiihed,  as 
a  tried  and  faithful  watchman  of  the  land- mark  sot  the  conft- 
tution,  flated,  in  an  another  place,  (the  Houfe  of  Peers)  the 
dodlrtoe  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  broached 
in  that  Houfe^  as  it  had  been  convey^  to  him  ;  and  it  was  no 
wonder  that  he  caught  at  it  with  avidity,  and  took  the  oppor*^ 
tunity  of  declaring,  in  the  firft  public  allembly  he  -could  ad** 
drefs,  that  fo  novel  a  claim  had  been  made ;  and,  indeed,  to 
have  done  lefs  would  have  funk  his  chara^Ster.  Happy  had 
that  indifcredition,  in  fuch  a  charafler,  and  at  fuch  a  mo^ 
iTient,  proved,  fince  it  had  obtained  the  Houfe  the  favour  of 
hearing  a  full  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  the  right  honourr 
able,  gentleman.  Mr.  Hardinge  declared  that  he  admired  the 
wonderful  abilities  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, ;  but, 
with  thofe  abilities,  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  able  to  fup- 
port  his  own  argument,  and  he  would  prefenily  explain  why  he 
thought  fo.  The  claim  from  the  Heir  Apparent  had  been  for- 
borne, but,  let  it  be  remembered,  the  right  never  had  beea 
fpecifically  difclaimed.  The  challenge  of  right,  therefore,  re- ' 
matned  undecided,  and  ought  a  queftton  of  that  nature  to  be 
ihrunk  from,  and  fufiered  to  go  down  to  pofteritv  unrefolved  i 
What  was  the  pretence  for  not  agitating  it  ?  Civil  tumults 
and  a  variance  might  poffibly  take  place  between  the  tw<> 
Houfet.  He  denied  the  chance  of  either ;  but,  fuppofe  that 
civil  tumults  had  enfued,  was  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commous 
to  be  deferred  from  doing  its  duty  by  a  dread  of  popular  mif« 
eonftruAion  of  their  proceedings.  By  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  declaration,  he  would  flate  what  he  took  to  be 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  meaning,  that,  on  the  inca« 
pacity  of  the  King  to  exercife  the  Royal  Authority,  there 
MUtfies  a  right  to  the  Heir  Apparent  to  exercife  tlie  Royal 
Atuhority  the  (ame  as  if  His  Majefty  had  undergone  a  natural 
ABitoife.  Mr.  Hardinge  faid,  he  would  Hop  a  little  to 
.iexaitiioe  the  fences  and  outworks  of  fuch  a  portion,  before 
i»  tntmd  oa  the  fabih^nc^  of  it.    He  then  dk&ie^  ti;\^^\Q^^S& 
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to  take  notice,  that  the  right  was  oot  to  attach  till  after  the 
.  King's  incapacity  had  heen  declared  hy  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  and  the  two  Houibs  had  adjudged  the  right  to  be* 
long  to  the  Heir  Apparent*  This  circumftatice  he  laid  a 
Arefs  on,  and  ajQ^ed  how  it  was  poffible  for  any  man  to  con' 
ceive  that  fuch  a  right  could  fo  attach?  What,  was  the  Heir 
Apparent  to  wait  not  only  for  the  declaration  of  th*i  two 
Houfes^  but  for  their  adjudication  ?  On  the  aAual  deoiife  o£ 
the  Crown,  did  the  new  King  wait  for  a  declaration  of  Par- 
liament of  his  father's  death,  or  for  their  adjudication  of  his 
right?  Certainly  not,  it  would  beabfurd  in  itfelf,  and  highly 
expedient  that  he  fhould.  The  right  honouraljle  gentleman 
l>ad  compared  it  to  the  cafe  of  an  eleftion  of  a  Member  of 
Parliament;  but  furely  there  was  no  analogy  between  the 
two'cafes;  the  proof  that  a  candidate  is  eligible,  a  majority 
of  good  votes,  a  free  eleflion,  and  a  return,  conftitutes  the 
one  cafe,  and  makes  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He  would 
fay  a  very  few  words  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  be- 
caufe  a  very  few  words  would  fliew  that  the  ConftituticQ 
itfelf  decided  the  point.  Different  degrees  of  incapacity 
certainly  exifled.  The  child  on  the  knee,  the  fecond  child 
(the  dotage  of  old  age)  the  perpetual  child  (the  ideot)  the  de- 
lin'um  of  a  fever,  the  delirium  with  data,  abfence,  and  a  va« 
riety  of  others,  all  cafes  in  point.  The  infant  on  the  mo-. 
ther's  knee  was  piovided  for  by  the  precedent  in  the  infancy 
of  Henry  VI.  when  the  Duke  of  Gloucefler  was  the  Regent. 
Not  a  fingle  cafe  appeared  of  a  Regent  who  had  not  been  fet- 
tered one  way  or  another,  nor  one  thai  had  been  felf-appoint- 
cd,  nor  one  that  had  pretended  a  right  to  affume  it.  Having, 
ftated  thefe  propofitions,  he  added  that  he  would  purfue  an 
idea  flarted  hy  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  with  regard 
to  the  two  Regency  Bills,  one  agitated  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second,  the  other  in  the  reign  of  the  prefent  King.  He 
h^ld  a  copy  of  the  preamble  to  the  two  Bills  in  his  hand.  He 
then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  tendency  of  each,  and  argued  that 
they  both  recommended  the  difinherifon  of  the  right  heffi 
who  was  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  in  one  cafe,  and  the  late 
Duke  of  York  in  the  other,  and  yet  nobody  thought  it  a 
hardfliip  although  the  Duke  of  Cumlierland  was  at  that  tim6 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  popularity,  and  the  Ad  mi  niA  rat  ion 
was  peculiarly  a  Whig  Adminiftration  under  Mr.  Pelham,  who 
though  not  a  very  brilliant,  was  an  able  Minifter,  and  an  ho- 
neft  man.  But,  no  perfon  had  complained  of  the  meafure^ 
as  a  meafure  of  injuflice,  nor  did  it  fuggeft  itfelf  to  the  mind 
of  any  one  perfon  that  the  reftraints  impofcd  on  the  Pnncefs 
of  Wales  (who  was  named  as  the  Regent,  and  not  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland)  was  unconllitutional.  The  fecond  Bill  wai 
chiefly  copied  from  the  firft,  and  created  great  debates  \n  tbajC 
Houfe,  the  w&lls  of  which  almoft.  luug)  ^«t  ^^  It  were  with 
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the  echo  of  a  pocket  regent.     He  (slw  a  gentleman,  who 
ivas  a  Member  in  both  Parliaments,  and  moft  probably  in 
the  Houfe  when  each  Bill  was  debated  (Mr*  Welbore  Ellis j. 
Upon  that  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  he  beg  leave  to 
call  and  defire  him  to  ftate,  if  in  either  cafe  there  had  once 
occurred  any  idea  of  doing  an  injury  to  the  right  of  the  Heir 
Prefumptive^    or  that  of  any  other  ?   Befides,  who  were  the 
Lawyers  ot  thofe  days,  when  the  lafl  Bill  was  agitated  ?  Had 
the  Houfe  heard  of  fuch   men  as  Sir  Dudley  Kyder,  Lord 
Mansfield,  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  other  great    conflitutional 
jnagi  ft  rates?  Mr.  Hardinge  next  adverted  to  the  obfervations 
of  Sir  Grey  Cooper  concerning  the  Hiftory  of  the  Times  in 
the  31ft  and  ^id  of  Henry  VJ.  and  faid  that  if  the  Duke  of 
York  was  the  tyrant  that  he  had  been  defcribed,  how  much 
flronger  did   it  make  the  cafe  in  favour  of  the  argument  oa 
ibeir  fide  ?  The  better  was  that  precedent,  forely,  which  was 
taken,  from  troublefome  times,  and  had  undergone  conGdera* 
ble  difcuffion  and  difpute  ;  but,  the  cafe  of  the  Revolution  had 
been  mentioned,  and  relied  on,  as  a  cafe  that  applied.     At  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  every  one  of  the  incapacities  ftated  on 
the  prefent  occafion  had  been  canvaffcd,  and  it  was  wonderful 
bow  nearly  the  doftrines  of  the  high  Tories  refcmbled  thofe 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him;    but  the   ' 
Revolution  and  the  prefent  cafe  were  not  parallel  cafes,  al- 
though the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  who  he  was  very 
forry  be  did  not  fee  in  his  place,  had  laid  fo  much  ilrefs  upon 
it, and  urged  the  Houfe  to  do  as  the  Houfe  had  done  at  the  time 
of  tbtt  Revolution— go  ftrait  forward  to  their  point,  and  im- 
mediately  declare  a  Regent,  as  their  anceftors  had,  at  the  Re- 
volution, declared  a  King.     The  Noble  Lord,  he  confefled, 
had  made  a  moft  ingenious  fpeech,  and  reafoned  with  greac 
force  and  acutenefs  ;  but  although  in  general  his  memory  was 
equally  ready  and  correct,  it  happened  that  the  Noble  Lord 
was  materially  incorrecSl  in  almoft  every  one  inftance  of  re- 
ference to  the  Revolution.     The  noble  Lord  had  repeatedly 
faid,  that  that  Houfe  declared  the  Throne  vacant,  and  the 
prince  of  Orange  King,  without  entering  on  the  difcuffion 
of  theoretical  queftions.     The  fadl  was  notorioufly  other- 
TBvife;    fo   far  from  it,  that  one  of  the  moft   fubtle  theo- 
retical queftions  was  difcufted  and  decided  in  that  Houfe, 
that  ever  was  framed.     A  declaration   refpedling  the   ap- 
pointment of  William  and   Mary,:  to  be  King  and  Queen 
joifitlyj  with  a  definition  of  the  feparare  powers  of  each.  The 
Noble  Lord  bad  obferved,  that  he  was  not  for  legiflation, 
why  ? — becaufe  we  had  a  King  upon  the  Throne.     That 
Houfe  did  legiflateat  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  and,  as  a 
proof  that  they  had  legiflated,  Mr.  Hardinge  produced  and 
read  a  copy  of  the  Refolution  of  the  Lords  S^vi:vt>3La\  ;5CiA 
Temporal  and  Commons  re/peciing  King  W"i\Vvam^v\ALQs^e.Tv 
M^ry;  but  Ms  perhaps  (he  added)  might  be   cot\C\4ete^  >a^ 
rhe  other  fide  oftheHoak  as  a  /r/^^,  ^mere  fplrtt  0/ Icgijlat loti 
Vol,  XXV.  q  not 
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Ko:  'ji'^rib  notice!    Striking  an^  powerful,    indeed,    was  the 
ciitTerence  between  the  Revolution  and  the  prefent  cafe,  fincc 
in  the  foinier  the  natural  and  political  capacity  of  the  King 
were  gone;   whereas,  in  this  cafe,  His  Majefty's  political  ca- 
pacity remained  entire,  although  his  natural  capacity  woaid 
not  permit  him  to  exercife  it.     Mr.  Hardinge  proceeded  to 
obftfrve  that  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  confoood 
hereditary  and  elective  right.     In  point  of  law  King  James 
was  a  King  aft?r  he  left  Great  Britain,  and  continued  fo  till 
the  end  of  his  life  \  hut,  the  Conflitution  faid  no^  and  woaU 
net  permit  him  to  acl  as  King  of  England  after  his  abdication. 
The  honourable  gentleman  would  probably  afk,    was  the 
Crown  hereditary  orelediive?  He  would  fay  hereditary ,  and 
it.  undoubtedly  was  fo;  but  if  the  King  upon  the  Throne 
condufled  himfj^lf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  torfeit  his  CrowD| 
it  became  eleftive.     And,  there,  the  advantage  of  the  Heir 
Apparent  came  round  again,  as  Serjeant  May nard  had  faid  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  "  when  there  was  a  defefl  in  the  exer- 
cife of  the  executive  power,  that  Houfe  had  a  right  to  make  a 
provifion  for  it,  but  they  mufl  not  violate  the  hereditary  right 
of  the  Crown."     In  proof  that  care  was  taken  of  this,  he  men- 
tioned the  A£l  of  Settlement  which  was  fo  much  in  favour  of 
Mary,  whofe  iflue  had  preference  to  the  heirs  of  William. 
Mr.  An-       Mr.  Anftruther  rifing,  obferved  that  he  mufl:  beg  leave  te 
llruther.    contradidl  the  aflertion  pf  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Hardinge)  that  James  the  Second  was  a  King 
to  the  end  of  his  life.     He  mufl,  alfo  attack  the  third  Refo- 
lution  as  fubverfive  of  the  principal  refolution.     A  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  thought  proper  to  de- 
clare, that  every  man  in  His  Majefly's  dominions  had  as  good 
a  right  to  the  Regency  as  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  but,  thif 
was  a  do61rine  which,  for  his  own  part,  he  reprobated  and 
condemned.     Every  fituation  in  fociety  had  certain  duties 
attendant  upon  it,  but,  the  Country  had  an  intereft  in  the 
pcrfon  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  they  had  not  in  any 
other  i)erfon,  whence  the  Prince  was  in  an  efpecial  manner 
protedled  by  the  laws,  and  had  many  peculiar  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, and  whence  refulted  his  Royal  Highnefs's  right  to 
the  Regency  of  this  Country.     The  Monarchy   of  Great 
Britain  was  hereditary  only  on  account  of  its  public  utility^ 
and  that  public  utility  was  equally  dependent  on  the  Regency 
being  hereditary ;  if  we  made  it  a  matter  of  appointment,  we 
made  it  a  perfedl  matter  of  canvas,  and  might  have  one  Re- 
gent appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  another  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.    After  mentioning  the  Prince's  |tri£l 
right  in  Scotland,  Mr.  Anftruther.  admitted  that  it  was  not 
quite  fair  to  purfue  the  analogy  of  the  Prince's  rights  to  pri- 
\te  e/lateSf  however  it  might  ap^ly .    H^  v\ex.t  faid,  that  he 
uA  take  the  liberty  to  correft  (^wVva\.\\e  x^xtcv^^  ^corcK^^sd^ 
fiakc  in  the  learned  ar\d  bououiabX^  g^^uxX^mm  ^^JAx^V^^-  ^ 
6  '"WS^ 
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diDge)  and,  returned  again  to  the  third  Refolation,  the 
■  meaning  of  which  (he  contended)  was,  that  the  Houfes  of 
Lords  and  Commons  were  to  forge  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land, and  iflue  out  a  conimifTion  to  pafs  a  Bill  legiflated  by 
the  two  Houfes.  He  afked,  would  a  Bill  fo  iflued  have  his 
Majefly^s  confent  ?  Moll  undoubtedly  it  would  not ;  their 
own  Refolutions  on  the  table  would  give  the  lie  to  it.  And 
if  they  could  pafs  one  Bill,  they  might  pafs  more.  They 
might  continue  forging  the  Great  Seal  for  a  day,  a  week, 
a  month,  a  year,  and,  if  they  pleafed,  for  ever.  Mr.  An- 
il ruther  defired  to  be  informed  whether  this  could  be  fo  eafily 
done,  and  was  to  pafs  for  law,  why  had  not  our  anccftors, 
at  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  dragged  the  Tham.s  for  the 
Great  Seal,  and  done  the  fame  as  was  meant  to  be  done  at 
prefent.  They  might,  by  the  help  of  the  fame  fort  of  for- 
gery, have  kept  the  kingly  power  in  their  own  hands,  and 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  Wiliam  and  Mary.  If  it  could 
be  done  in  one  inllance,  it  might  be  done  in  any;  they  might 
lop  off  one  branch  of  the  Prerogative,  and  then  another, 
and  fo  continue  the  amputation,  by  degrees,  until  no  Prero- 
gative whatfoever  remained.  Mr.  Anftrut-her  reprobated 
the  Precedent  in  Henry  the  Sixth's  time,  and  cenfured  the 
mode  of  pafSng  the  Bill  propoiVd  in  the  third  Refolution. 
He  called  it  a  clumfy,  abfurd,  wicked  projeft,  and  faid, 
that  the  Commiffioners  would  be  fuch  perfefl  puppets,  tii;it 
they  would  have  no  voice  of  their  own  of  either  alTent  or 
di^nt.  He  recapitulated  the  cafes  of  Edward  III.  Ri- 
chard II.  and  Henry  VL  and  obferved,  that  what  had  been 
called  a  Council  of  Regency  in  the  latter's  reign,  had  been 
quite  the  contrary  ;  and  a  Council  which  the  Barons  meant 
to  have  put  concerning  the  King  himfelf.  The  Council 
coniifted  of  five  of  his  brothers,  and  the  reft  were  his  near 
relations.  A  learned  friend  of  his,  in  juftification  of  pre- 
cedents taken  from  troublefome  times,  had  faid,  that  if  they 
condemned  thofe  Precedents  merely  upon  this  account,  they 
might  as  well  declare  Magna  Charta  was  no  KSt  of  Parli- 
ament* He  fhould  be  forry  to  fay  that  Magna  Charta  was 
no  A£k ;  but  he  had  ever  confidered  Magna  Charta  as  an 
ohjeil  of  admiration,  and  reverence  on  account  of  its  in- 
trinfic  merit. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  riCng  next,  faid,  in  this  late  hour  of  the  debate,      j^^. 
and  flill  later  of  the  argument,  I  fliall  trouble  the  Houfe  Beaufoy 
with  but  few  remarks ;  nor  fliould  I  have  troubled  them  at 
all,  if  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wyndham)  had  not 
deduced,    from   maxims   unmentioned   before,    conclufions 
which  I  confider  as  erroneous,  and  to  which  no  reply  has  hi- 
therto been  made.     But  though  I  rife  to  ;xu(\veT  V\\^  ^^^^cNxA 
(hall  make  no  comment  on  the  preamble  v/\lYvv?\\\c\i  Vfe  vcv- 
traduced  it;  for  when  I  confider  the  fo\emw\t^  o^  xXv^  ^^^'^^ 
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fion  which  f  jminoDS  us  here^  when  I  cor.fider  how  iliuagty 
the  folicitude  which  is  exprelied  in  the  couotenances  4xf ^ovr 
fellow  citizens,  the  earneftnefs  o  enquiry  that  is  heard  in 
every  ftreet,  and  the  numbers  who  crowd  the  paflages  to  the 
place  in  which  we  are  aflem&led,  mark  the  anxiety  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  I  feel  myfelf  incapable  of  defcending  to  thepeevifli* 
nefs  of  perfonal  inveflive,  or  the  littlencfs  of  party  fpirit* 

The  Houfe  has  repeatedly  heard  the  declaration,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  has  the  fame  hereditary  right  to  the  (uU 
exercife  of  the  powers  of  the  regal  truft,  that  he  would  have 
had  in  the  cafe  of  an  aftual  demife  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
you  are  no  ftrangers  to  a  fimilar  declaration,  which  a  perfoa 
of  judicial  rank  is  underftood  to  have  made  elfewhere;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  the  firfl:  who  not  only  endea- 
vours to  difluade  you  from  rejefting  thefe  injurious  affer- 
tions,  hut  whofe  arguments  againft  that  rejeftion  are  founded 
fpecifically  on  the  maxim,  that  tlie  probable  confequences  of 
any  proceeding  are  the  beft  criterion  of  its  merits.  Does  he 
then  really  conceive,  that  if  you  do  not  expreflly  and  fo- 
lemnly  contradidl  the  dodlrine  which  has  thus  been  held, 
no  inconvenience  will  follow  to  your  own  dignity,  none  to 
the  order  of  the  Conftitution,  none  to  the  well  being  of 
future  times :  or,  can  he  think  that  any  thing  lefs  than  fuch 
a  contradiftion  will  be  fufficient  to  vindicate  your  eflential 
rights  from  that  denial  of  their  exiflence,  which  not  the 
leader  of  a  party  alone,  but  one  of  the  moft  eminent  of  , 
.the  judges,  profeffing  to  fpeak  the  language  of  the  law,  has 
deliberately  aftd  folemnly  pronounced  ? — Power  is  upheld  by 
opinion  ;  1  cannot,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  infidious  flat- 
teries, which  affure  you  that  no  afler tions,  either  of  Statef* 
men  or  Judges  can  be  injurious  to  your  privileges — that  de- 
clarations of  rights  are  inconfiftent  with  dignity — that 
they  imply  a  previous  doubt,  and  that  they  weaken  while 
they  profefs  to  fupport.  I  dread  the  difguifed  hoflility  of 
this  feeming  zeal  for  your  honour — For,  who  are  the  per- 
fons  who  hold  this  language?  Are  they  not  the  very  men 
who  have  declared,  that  you  have  no  power  but  that  of 
acknowledging  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  an  independent  pre- 
exifting  right ;  that  the  ceremony  of  inveftment  is  all  you 
have  a  pretence  to  claim  ;  and  that  the  authority  of  a  Court 
Baron,  which,  on  proof  of  the  heirfhip,  muft  admit  tp  the 
inheritence,  is  the  whole  that  you  pofiefs  t  God  forbi(tT  that 
fuch  advocates  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  of  Common^ 
fhould  ever  be  taken  for  her  guides :  for  who  does  not  fee 
that  if  their  counfels  were  followed,  fome  of  the  moft 
diftinguiflied  Members  of  the  Houfe  may  foon  be  involved 
Jn  the  confequeno  s  of  legal  gM*\lt.  H^s  ^w^  taM\  'a.'Sfirtei 
thai  the  two  Hpufcd  of  rurU^^nient  ftip»\A  Vsn^tafeXvaCwisr 
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tioas  and  reftrifkions  as  the  conditions  of  the  Rfgent^s 
power}  That  man,  we  are  told,  is  guilty  of  dire(^  and  de- 
liberate treafon;  for  all  fuch  limitations  and  reilridion«  are 
a£ts  of  legiilation;  and  he  who  advifedly  declares  that  the 
two  Uoufes  of  Parliament,  independently  of  the  King,  have 
a  right  to  legiflate,  is,  hy  a  fpecific  flatute,  pronounced  to 
be  a  traitor.  Could  we  then  be  furprifed,  if,  at  fome  future 
period,  an  Attorney  General  fhould  be  directed,  extrava- 
gantly indeed  according  to  the  idea  which  I  entertain  of 
XMUiftitutional  law,  but  rationally  and  neceiTarily,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman's  opinion  he  true,  to  profecute,  on  a 
charge  of  treafon,  thofe  Members  of  the  Houfe  who  have 
dared,  to  affert  that  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  have  a 
right  to  prefcribe  limitations  to  the  power  of  the  Regent. 
From  a  fituation  fo  humiliating  to  the  Houfe,  and  fo  dif- 
treffing  to  its  Members,  who  is  there  that  would  not  wifli  to 
be  relieved,  and  who  does  not  fee  that  nothing  lei's  than  a 
formal  and  explicit  difavowal  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's dodrine  can  poflibly  reftore  to  the  Members  that 
confidence  which  is  efiential  to  the  freedom  of  dcbatk;,  and 
t-o  the  Houfe  itfelf  that  dignity  which  is  requifite  to  the 
full  eflfaSl  of  its  refolves. 

But  it  is  not  to  the  interefi:  of  the  prefent  time  alone  that 
the  operation  of  this  dodlrine  is  con  lined  :  I  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  temporary  inlerefts  are  loft  in 
the  magnitude  of  the  general  confideration,  ahd  that  even 
the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  ciifis,  awful  as  they  are, 
are  but  of  fecondary  moment.  For  the  principle  he  attempts 
to  eflablifh  involves  in  it  the  mifery  of  diftant  generations. 
How  certainly  this  will  be  the  cafe,  will  be  obvious  if  we  re- 
coiled)^ that  the  principle  as  ftrongly  applies  to  the  claims  of 
an  Heir  Prefumptive  as  to  thofe  of  an  Heir  Apparent :  and 
that  in  thecourfeof  human  affairs  inftances  -may  again  oc- 
cur (for  heretofore  they  have  often  occurred)  of  a  Prefump- 
tive Heir  who  is  little  connedted  with  the  Sovereign  on  the 
Throne,  either  hy  the  ti^s  of  immediate  confanguinity,  or 
by  the  firmer  tie  of  perfohal  attachment. 

The  Princefs  Anne  was  far  from  l>eing  clofely  united  to 
the  Sovereign  then  on  tl>e  Throne,  and  flie  herfelf  when  ihe 
came  to  the  poffeflSon  of  the  Crown  was  ftill  more  diftantly 
allied  either  in  blood  or  afFeftion  to  her  immediate  heir. 
Now  under  fuch  circumftances  let  us  conceive  the  perfonal 
cxercife  of  the  regal  authority  by  the  Sovereign  himfelf  fuf- 
pended  by  temiporary  illnefs,  and  then  let  us  examine  what 
in  fuch  a  fituation  would  be  the  probable  confequence  of  the 
maxim  we  have  heard.  Should  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
People  he  anxious  to  provide,  that  with  t\ie  So\ei€;\^Vk  ^  \^- 
ff^rning  health  his  Sceptre  aifo  fliould  retxxtu  ;  \2Lm  ^lt^^  e%- 
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travagant  would  be  their  wifli.     You  have  not,  fays  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  the  means ;  you  have  not 'the 
power  to  make  the  provifion  you  fuggeft :    all  your  aatho-* 
lity  is  limited  to  one  point ;  you  may  recognize  the  power 
of  the  Heir  Apparent,    hut  that  of  power  you  cannot  re- 
ftrain  ;  you  may  concur,  but  you  cannot  con£ne;  you  may 
cmbellifh  with  expreffions  of  zeal,  with  aflfurances  of  fatis- 
fadtion ;  but,  if  diffident  of  future  times,  you  can  take  no 
cautionary  meafures;    if  diffatisfied,   you  can  neither  with- 
hold the  truft,  nor  guard  it  from  abufe.  .  Your  fituation  is 
utterly  weak,  incompetent,  and  helplefs  ;  your  aflive  func- 
tions, like  thofe  of  your  Sovereign,  are  entirely  and  com- 
pleatly  fufpended. — In  fuch  a  fituation  who  could  anfwer 
for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  who  would   be  refponfible 
that  the  ancient  competition  beiween  the  acluai  King  and  the 
rightful  King  would  not  be  renewed  ;  and  that  the  convul- 
fions  of  former  times,  the  horrors  of  which,  though  after  a 
lapfe  of  ages,  ftill  rife  on  the  imagination,  would  not  be 
a;;;ain  experienced  ?  I  know  that  I  am  fpeaking  of  circum- 
ilances  foreign  to  the  prefent  times,  but  1  alfo  know  that  they 
are  circumftaces  fo  neceflarily  connefted  with,  and  fo  nata-* 
rally  following  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  arguments^ 
that  the  eftablifliment  of  the  one  will  inevitably  lead  to  the 
exiftence  of  the  other.     Whoever  on  the  fuppohtion  that  his 
do6lrine  is  admitted,  furveys  the  void  of  futurity,  will  fc« 
fuch  forms  of  danger  rifmg  as  are  fufficient  to  appall  the 
firmed  mind.     Go<l  fobid !  that  in  return  for  the  bleffings 
we  have  received  from  our  anceftors,  we  ihould  tranfmit  fo 
pofterity  a  maxim  of  civil  difcord,  a  principle  of  national 
difunion. 

Independently  of  the  confideration  I  have  urged  in  fup- 
port  of  the  expedience  of  an  exprefs  declaration,  on  the  part 
of  the  Houfe,  of  the  right  which  has  been  fo  ftrongly  de- 
nied, there  are  in  the  uniform  pra6lice  of  our  anceftors  the 
.ftrongeft  poffible  proofs  that  the  fyftem  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  alien  to  the  Conftitution  of  England, 

'i'hey  alone  who  poflefs  the  power  of  conferring  a  truft 
can  have  a  right  Xo  declare  on  what  conditions  that  truft  (hall 
lie  hr:ld;  whence  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  the  invariable 
pr.K^Jicc  f)f  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  in  prefcribing,  in 
<;vi:ry  inilancif,  limitations  to  the  Regency,  furniflies  an  in- 
dilp'it.ihl^;  \)UK}{  of  their  conviftion,  that  the  power  to  con- 
f/T  tlj/j  K'-;';^:ncy  was  in  themfelves  alone,  and  that  there  was 
jjr>t  in  ill''  I  It  Ir  to  the  Crown  the  fliadow  of  hereditary  right 
to  th':  jr.irJ-ftioii  of  the  Regent's  office. — Shall  I  be  told  upon 
tliifi  (}t  r:.i\<,Uy  ilint  in  almoft  all  thofe  inftances  there  exifted 
fh^  nrc^' fifty  of  jLjfiiHding  the  mteTeft.s  oi  a  mvwox  k.vv\^?  My 
/pvcr  1',,  thill  m  theprcfcnt  Vaft.atvceV\vaict^\?C'^^\i\vAKt«&. 
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equally  facred,  an  intereft  which,  if  I  know  the  feelings  of 
xny  countrymen,  cannot  be  iefs  dear  to  them  from  its  being 
tlut  of  a  Sovereign,  of  whofe  regard  to  the  Conftitution, 
and  a£Fe£tionate  attachment  to  themfelves,  they  have  had 
the  ftrongeft  poflible  proofs;  it  will  be  the  Iefs  valued  from 
Its  being  that  of  a  Sovereign,  whofe  too  gieat  folicitude  for 
the  well-being  of  his  fubje^fts,  has  brought  upon  him  the 
terrible  vifitation  with  which  he  is  afflided ;  nor  can  I  think 
that  their  allegiance  will  be.  the  Iefs  inviolable  from  its 
having  been  confirmed  by  the  folemnity  of  an  oath. — ^Our 
anceftors  valued  too  highly  the  rights  of  the  People,  and 
too  well  underftood  the  genuine  principles  of  freedom,  ever 
to  admit  the  conclufions,  for  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  concluded.  They  knew  that  all  fuch  natural 
rights  as  the  People  have  not  reliquifhed  muft  Hill  belong  to 
the  People.  They  deemed  thefe  rights  to  be  a  part,  as  yet 
tint  ran  sferred,  of  the  general  fund,  and  confequently  to  be 
a  part  to  which  none  but  the  People  can  have  any  pofTihle 
.claim»— The  right  of  fucceeding  to  the  Crown  on  the  de.ith 
of  the  Sovereign,  the  People  have  vefted  in  his  immediate 
heir,  but  the  right  of  appointing  a  King  whenever  the 
Throne,  in  conlequence  of  the  mifcondiift  of  the  perfon 
who  filled  it,  fhall  be  vacant,  together  with  the  right  of 
appointing  a  Regent,  whenever  the  Sovereign  who  wears 
the"Crown  fliall  be  incapable  of  perfonally  exercifing  the 
powers,  of  the  truft  they  have  hitherto  referved  to  them- 
felves; for  our  anceftors  well  knew  that  in  fuch  exi- 
gencies no  provifions  can  be  adequate  but  thofe  which 
the  wifdom  of  the  time  fhall  fuggeft ;  and  therefore  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  time,  as  refiding  hi  the  Lords  ani 
Commons,  the  Reprefentativesof  the  Nation,  they  have  left 
them.  But  though  on  this  occafion  they  have  bequeathed 
us  no  fpecific  law  as  the  rule  of  our  condudt,  yet  by  the 
uniform  courfe  of  the  examples  they  have  left  us,  they 
have  (hewn  toVhat  points  that  condudt  ought  to  be  di- 
re<^ed ;  they  have  given  us  a  proof  that,  in  exigencies  like 
the  prefent,  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  are  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a£Hng  in  a  double  truft.:  as  truftees  for  the  Sove- 
reign as  well  as  for  the  People,  and  therefore  as  doubly 
bound  to  be  cautious,  that  in  the  exercife  of  the  authority 
which  arifes  from  the  occafion,  the  power  they  exert  fliall 
not  be  greater  than  that  which  the  circumftances  of  the  time, 
and  the  nature  of  the  exigence  demand.  It  is  in  direft  de- 
fiance of  this  equally  juft  and  prudential  rule  that  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  argues  :  for  the  tendency  of  all  his  rea- 
foniog'^s  ^o  Ojow  that  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  are  bound 
on  this  great  occafion  to  appoint  not  a  Regent,  bvxl^^^wx's^*^ 
and  that  under  the  name  of  Regent,  and  A\iT\t\^  X.V^  X>Sft 
of  the  legal  Sovereign,    they   ought  to  xeco^mx^  \yv  \X\^ 


20  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  178& 

Heir  Apparent,  an  hereditary  right  to  the  aSua!  poflcffion 
of  the  Regal  office. 

It  furprifes  me  ir-uch,  to  obfcrve  with  what  esmeftnefs,  m 
a  moft  enhghtened  period,  the  honourable  gentleman  con- 
tends for  the  maxims  of  the  darkeft  ages,  and  to  remarfc  witk 
what  zeal  he  labours  to  rebuild,  in  a  new  fordi  indeed^  but 
with  all  the  ancient  materials,  that  exploded  fyftem  of  power^ 
which  appropriates  to  the  Prince,  by  hereditary  ownerfliii^ 
the  inherent  rights  of  the  People.  Upon  his  principles,  the 
glorious  Revolution  muft  be  confidered  as  a  profligate  aft  taf 
deliberate  robbery,  and  confummate  injufticc;  for,  on  hi* 
principles,  the  right  to  the  Crown  was  not  in  King  William 
the  Third,  but  in  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  in  whom  alone  the 
claim  of  hereditary  right  was  underftood  to  refide*  Parlia- 
ment, therefore,  according  to  him,  ufurped  a  power  to  which 
they  had  no  pretence,  and  gave  that  to  King  William  which 
ihey  had  no  right  to  beftow,  God  forbid,  that  we  ihouM 
thus  renounce  out  fhare  in  the  fame  of  our  anceftors,  and  ftig- 
matize,  difgracefully  toourfelves,  the  moft  illuftrious  event 
which  the  hiftory  of  the  world  records. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  appears,  that  on  every  confideration  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  juftice  which  is  due  to  its  Mem- 
bers, who  ought,  on  this  occafion,  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  its  authority,  as  well  as  on  every  con- 
fideration of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  oi future  times^  and 
of  the  great  principles  on  which  is  founded  that  Conftitutioa 
which  is  our  boaft,  and  if  faithfully  tranfmitted,  will  helbcir 
I'ecurity,  we  are  called  upon  to  agree  with  the  Connmiittee,  ia 
tleclaring  the  rights  which  the  Refolution  before  us  firongly 
and  emphatically  afferts. 
Mr.  Mr.  Dempftcr  begged  leave  to  propofe  an  amendment  to  the 
)cropfier.  fecond  Refolution,  which,  he  contended,  would  refcue  them 
from  the  greatefl  foleclfm  which  he  had  ever  witnefled.  The 
Reviolutiou,  he  added,  was  no  precedent  in  point  for  th^ 
prefent  proceeding.  Our  King  was  not  likely  tobe  eypellod 
the  throne,  becaufe  he  was  a  King  loved  by  his  fubjeSs  ;  but 
he  was  a  man,  and  confequently  fubjedt  to  ail  the  calamities 
and  infirmities  of  human  nature.  We  had,  at  this  time,  « 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Throne,  of  fiill 
age.  Why  then  fhould  we  have  a  King,  made  up  like  ikh 
thing  that  ever  was  conceived  before,  an  un-whig,  un-tory- 
like,  odd,  aukward,  anomalous  monfter!  He  declared  that 
he  flood  up  as  an  independent  man,  connefted  with  neithef 
pany;  and  the  amendment  which  he  had  to  propofe,  waf 
an  amendment  of  his  own,  without  confultation,  and  with- 
out connivance.  Hedid  not  even  know  whether  his  amend* 
mej)t  would  be  feconded ;  but,  fuch  as  it  was,  he  wolild 
move  it,  that  he  might  at  leaft  etvd^;^NOMt  to  v^^^^^TN^^iJcsfc 
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Conftitntion  from  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  dangerous. 
His  firft  amendment  was,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  Right," 
'  be&aufe  their  beft  way  of  declaring  their  right,  was  not  to 
•  cfkptefs  it  bj  a  word,  but  by  the  exercTe  of  v  ;  and  with 
that  view,  he  (hould  farther  move  to  leave  out  the  words 
•*  id  foch  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  may  appear  to- 
^  rb^aire,**  and  infcrt,  '«  by  prefcnting  an  addrefs  to  the 
**  Pnnce  of  Wales,  Heir  Apparent,  and  of  full  age,  humbly 
^  befetebinghim  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  adminiAration  of 
**  the  civil  and  military  government  of  the-country,  during 
*  the  incapacity  of  His  Majefty,  and  na  longer.'  Mr. 
Dempfter  took  notice  of  the  reports  which  were  abroad,  that 
tlie  meafares  now  going  on  in  that  Houfe  originated  from 
an  intention,  ifpoffible,  to  prevent  a  change  in  the  Miniilry. 
He  tliought  that  no  fuch  paltry  confiderations  ought  to  fway 
their  minds  in  the  progrefs  of  fo  important  a  proceeding. 
He  bad  fat  in  that  Houfe  near  twenty  years,  and  (een  a  new 
Mirtiftry  almoft  every  year.  He  concluded  with  moving  to 
leave  out  the  word  "  right." 

Mr.  Courtenay  feconded  the  amendment. 
The  Speaker  read  the  amendment,  and  put  the  queftion 
upon  it. 

Mr.  P^wys  cxprefled  his  idea  that   the  prefent  queftion      Mr. 
would  turn  merely  on  the  word  "  right.**  If  any  law  exifted,   ?ovfju 
it  ought  to  be,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  ftiould  take  upon 
himfelf  the  Regency,  but  there  being  no  law,  it  would  be 
moxt  unconftitutional  than  the  other  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  qtieftion ,  was  put,   and   carried,  "  1  hat  the  word 

"  right     Hand  part  of  the  Refolution."    The  queftion  was 

then  put,  **  That  the  words  "  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exi- 

-^*  gcncy  of  the  cafe  may  appear  to  require,''  ftand  part   of 

"f  the  Refolution." 

Mr.  Powys  now  obferved,  that  had  the  queftion  been  fug-      Mr. 
gefted  three  days'fooner,  he  (hopld  have  been  one  of  the  firft    Powys. 
to  have  rifen  to  fecond  it.     He  fliould  always  connder  the 
ISonourable  and  learned  gentleman  over  the  way,  whether  in 
or  out  of  office,  as  one  of  the  firft  legal  authorities  in  that 
Houfe;  and  as  he  was  ready  to  confefs,  when  lie  was  con- 
\iiiced  by  argument,  which  he  fometimes  was,  by  what  lie^ 
heard  in  that  Houfe,  fo  he  now  acknowledged,  that  by  tlie 
honourable  gentleman's  diftinition    between   the  caie    of 
the    Revolution   and   the   prefent  cafe,    and  tlie  difference 
that    he   had,    with  fuch    ingenuity,   laid   down   between 
the  natural  and  political  capacity  of  the   King,  being  both 
aj:  an  end,    whereas  in   this  cafe,    His   Majefty's  political 
ca^iaciry  was  entire,  although  he  was  not  in  a  ftate  of  natu- 
rali^apacity  to  execute  his  kingly  office,  he  \\3.s  cot\v'vt\c<td^ 
his  cp'wion,  that  the  Revolution  afforded  a  cevWAu  ^omx.,  \n  ^s 
crrorti^ns,    and    thsit  thoih  precedeiu^  y;\v.c\\  \a^  ^^'2^^  v^^^ 
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thought  much  in  point,  were  very  much  in  point.  That' of 
Henry  VI.  was  not  ftridlly  fo,  becaufe  when.the  Duke  of- 
fSTork  was  Regent,  he  reprefented  a  King,  apd  there  wau|4 
Parliament  at  that  tim^  a  commiffion  being  legally  ifiaeils 
giving  a  general  power  to  hold  it.  Mr.  Powys  added^  that 
he  thought  the  Refolution  liable  to  obje£lion.  He  wiihed 
that  the  firft  perfon  in  the  kingdom  might  be  called  upon  to 
take  the  Government.  In  proteSing  the ,  rights  of  the 
Crown,  he  protefled  the  interefts  of  the  People.  For,  what 
were  the  rights  of  the  Crown  ?  Only  the  powers  vefted  in 
the  Crown,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  interefts  of  the  People. 
As  the  Refolution  flood,  they  were  putting  themfelyei  in 
difguife  to  maim  and  mutilate  the  Conftitution.  ^ 

^r.  Chan.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt^  having  read  the  amendment,  £ud, 
3Uor  Pitt,  ihat  the  words  '<  As  Heir  Apparent,"  feemed  to  juftify.  the' 
Prince's  claim  to  right,  and  fo,  by  an  equivocaLturn,  to 
contradift  the  Refolution.  Kow,  as  he  conceived  that 
eVery  part  of  the  Houfe  would  agree  with  him,  that  fuch  a 
claim,  ifafTerted,  ihould  not.be  averted  obliquely,  and  by 
a  fide  wind,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the  Refolu- 
tion ftood  as  it  did  before.  With  regard  to  the  queftion, 
whether  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  Regent,  Oiould  have  the 
whole  Royal  Power,  or  only  a  part,  till  that  pomt  was  af- 
certamed,  it  had  better  not  be  difcufledj  becaufe,  at  any.rate^ 
the  Houfe  ought  not  to  be  taken  by  furprize. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  he  was  not,  by  any  means,  in- 
clined to  look  with  approbation  upon  the  circumilance  of 
lending  the  queftion  a  new  turn,  without  the  Houfe  having 
a  proper  time  to  confider  of  it*  He  apprehended,  frem'tbc 
words  of  the  third  Refolution,  that  one  of  the  points  was  de» 
termined  ;  not  that  he  meant  to  fay  that  he  approved,  he  had 
contended  againft  it ;  but  having  Contended  in  vain,  hs  fhould 
make  his  ftand  at  another  poft.  He  was  prepared  to  con: 
tend,  that  the  third  Refolution,  by  putting  the  two  Houfei 
into  thecapacity  to  pafs  a  bill,  did,  what  he  had. great  doubts 
that  the  Houfe  could  not  do,  antecedent  to  the  declaring  a 
Regent.  .      "     . 

^'■*  Mr.  Demfifter  faid,  that  he  expefted  the  debate  to  fimfli,- 

Pempftcr.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  willing  to  wave  the  words  "  Heir  Apparent.**  - 
Mr  Burke     Mr.  Burke  remarked,  that  they  did  not,  in  the  fmallefl: 
df'gree,  tend  to  overturn  the  Refolution  ;  and  that  a  perfon 
of  full  age  was  the  fitieft  to  be  guardian  of  a  perfon  in  a  fts^o 
of  incapacity.     The  name  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whenr' 
they  confidered  who  he  was,  was  fuch,  that  he  was  certainly 
properly  defcribed  in  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Fox.       Mr.  'Fc::  thought  that  the  Houfe  had  decided  this  j^int 
nl ready,  nt  jVafi  he  was  convinced  \t  WAWew  cacvTveiA^L^ainft 
A/;;^  and  to  that  dccifiou  he  bo\ve<\*    We  xvSk^^NsV^xXicx  >i>R 
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^riglit  honourable  gentleman  might  not  wave  the  Refolution  i 
'he  (bould  not  wilh,  any  more  than  tue  right  honourable  gen- 
tletnan,  ^tohave  that  done  by  a  fide  whid,  which  had  been 
•z^refDy  decided  before. 

^    Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  muft  ftill  confider  Mr.  c] 
the  thrtd  Refolution  as  conne£ted  with  the  fecond,  and  as  ccllor  f 
giving  the  true  defcription  of  the  only  way  of  proceetling 
cpnftitutionally  to  take  the  neceflary  meafures  in  this  ini- 
jK>rtant  cfifis. 

Mr  Burke  called  upon  the  country  gentlemen  to  be  more  Mr.Bi 
tareful  how  they  voted  in  future.  They  might  now  fee  the 
Confequences  of  blindly  voting  with  a  Minifter  for  they 
fcarceiy  knew  what.  Ke  wi(hed  to  awaken  their  vigilance, 
that  their  honour  and  integrity  might  be  preferved  frotn 
dangecy  and  that  they  might  not  be  entrapped.  One  perfon 
iiadafchemeagainft  their  fimplicity,  which  he  had  praftifed, 
ftcp  by  ftep,  till  he  had  them  fo  faft  entangled,  that  they 
tduld  not  recede.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  per- 
ftiaded  them  to  vote  a  firft  Refolution,  and  then  a  fecond,  and 
How  he  told  them  they  muft  vote  a  third. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefftd  his  aftonifliment  at  the  at-  Mr.  c 
tac]c  which  had  been  made  upon  him  ;  and  defired  gentlemen  *^*^'  ^ 
to  recblleft,  whether  in  his  whole  conduft  throughout  the 
proceedirfg,  he  had  ever  done  ahy  thing  which  looked  like  a 
defign  to  entangle  or  entrap  them.  The  third  Refolution 
was,  in  his  opinion,  theonly  conftitutional  mode  of  carrying 
the  fecond  into  effe<S^.  If  any  perfon  could  ftiew  another 
mode  equally  conftitutional,  and  better  calculated  for  fup- 
Jplying  the  deficiency,  he  was  ready  to  adopt  it. 

.  tAt.Afar/batn  exprcfled  his  fmcefe  wifhes  that  the  country  ^^ 
gentlemen  would  hot  be  led  away  by  the  fophiftcy  or  theinge-  ^^^^ 
nuity  of  the  great  men  on  either  fide  of  the  Houfe.  He  beg- 
ged to  fay,  that  after  what  he  had  heard  in  that  Houfe,  and 
without  doors,  he  thought  it  neceffary  for  Parliament  to 
declare,  that  it  was  their  right  and  their  duty  to  provide  the 
means  for  fopplying  the  defe<ft  in  the  exercife  of  the  Royal 
authority.  Neither,  upon  this  occafion,  could  he  avoid  do- 
ing juftice  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Chan- 
cellor Pitti)  by  declaring,  that,  throughout  the  Whole  of  the 
buiihefs,  he  had  not  only  condudledhimfelfunexceptionablv, 
but  in  a  manner  highly  to  his  credit.  He  did  not,  he  faid, 
tnean  to  iniinuate,  that  the  Prince  had  no  right.  He  In  d 
but  clear  commdn  •  fenfe,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking; 
there  was  a  more  plain  method  of  coming  to  the  fiime  point ; 
he  meant  the  method  purfued  at  the  Revolution,  1  he  one, 
the  plain  way  by  addrefs,  the  other  by  petition.  Why  not 
to  up  with  an  addrefs,  and  refort  to  the  oVA  ^oxi^  ^^o^^. 
2wrafl/irritsc/#Kerypurporcat  once  f raj  bi^^tj-^^Wi^X'^vcv^^^ 

R  ^  ^^ 
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to  accept  the  Regency  ?  There  being  a  cry  of  move !  move! 
Mr.  Marfham  fpokeof  reftridtions  tliat  had  been  talked  of» 
and  faid,  he  thought  that  there  ought  to  he  none  at  ail.  The 
Prince*^  delicate  fituation  ought  to  l)e  confidered.  He  felt 
it  as  much  as  thera  all,  and  with  additional  poignancj*.  It 
was  eviJent,  from  the  declaration  that  he  had  ipade  in  an- 
other place.  For  his  part,  he  thought  it  tho  intereft  of  tbe 
Prince  of  WaleSy  in  common  with  them  all,  to  do  every 
thing  to  make  the  kingdom  flour.ili. 
Mr.  Mr,  Chrijlian  declared   he  fcarcely  knew  which  way.  he 

hriftian.  ought  to  vote.     He  did  not  wi(h  to  fhrink  from  his  duty ; 
but  the  poffibility  of  voting  away  the  rights  of  the  Crown^ 
under  pretence  of  defending  the  rights  of  the   People,   ftag- 
gered  him. 
rr.Ruih-      Mr.  Rujhxvorth  contended  they  had  done  wrong,  from  iBe 
ofth.       beginning,  by  letting  any  perfon  come  down  to  the  Hpufe^ 
but  the  Prince  of  Wales.     He  reprobated   the   declaration, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right  than  any  other 
individual  fubjefl.     He  put  the  cafe,  that  had  the  fame  ca- 
lamity befallen  his  late  Majefty  in  1745,  in  the  year  of  tic 
rebellion,  would  a  Minifter  have   dared  to  have  made  the 
fame  declaration?  He  muft  have  found  fhelter  fome  where 
elfe  than  in  the  Houfe,  had   he  proceeded  to  a  length  fo 
daring. 
Mr.  Mr.  Harrifon   remarked,  that  the  only  objeflion  which 

arrifon.  they  could  have  to  placing  his  Royal  Highnefs  in  that  fitu- 
ation, muft  arife  from  an  idea  that  he  would  not  part  with 
it,  when  His  Majefty  ihould  recover.  He  afkcd>  on  what 
fears  was  fo  unjuft  a  fuppofition  grounded  ?  Let  the  Hoiife 
confi/er  his  Royal  Highnefs's  filial  attention  and  tender  re- 
gard to  his  mother  and  fifters  during  the  dreadftil  period  of 
the  family's  fevere  affliftion.  Let  them  view  all  his  private 
virtues,  and  then  fay,  if  he  ought  not  to  be  declared  Sgle 
Regent,  with  all  the  Royal  prerogatives,  which  was  the  oiiJy 
proper  means  of  reftoring  the  third  branch  of  the  Legifla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Dempftcr  withdrew  his  amendment  from  the  fecond 
Refolution,  which  was  carried,  as  it  flood  originally.  He 
then  moved  to  leave  out  all  the  third  Refolution>  from  the 
word  "  determine,"  and  infert  his  amendment. 

After  fomefarther  converfation  between  Mr.  Marfliam,Mr. 
Fox,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  on  a  propofition  of  the  two 
former  to  adjourn  the  debate,  it  h?ing  then  ten  o'clock,  and 
the  third  Relolution  likely  to  bring  on  along  difcuflion,  the 
point  was  ?t  Lift  given  up  by 
rCImn-  M:-%  Chancellor  P///,  wlio  faid,  he  was  not  only  anxious 
f^r  :iU  rcafvJiMf.    fiifpatch,  on  accouuX. ot  xV^  ^'t^^V  vaiwr- 
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tanec  oi  the  objed,  bot  alfo  to  relieve  the  fufpenfe  of  the 
{TbUic^  and  fet  their  minds  at  eafe  upon  the  fubjefl. 
'tbit  HouJ^  adjourned. 

Monday^  22nd Deccmbfr. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair,  and  the  order  of  the 
day  being  movedy 

The  Speaker  read  the  motion  which  had  been  made  for  the 
arheudment  of  the  third  refolution  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whdfe  Houfr^  upon  the  confideracion  of  the  ftate  of  the  na* 
tion. 

The  refolutioa  of  the  Committee  fiood  thus  : 
Refolved, 

That  for  this  purpofe,  and  for  maintaining  entire  theconfti- 
tutjonalauthority  of  the  King,  it  is  necelHiry  that  the  faid  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
ihoald  determine  on  the  means  whereby  the  Royal  Aflent 
may  be  given  in  Parliamqit  to  i'uch  hill  as  may  be  pafTed  by 
the  two  Hottfcs  of  Parliament,  refpe£ling  the  exercife  of  the 
powers  and  authorities  of  the  King,  during  the  continuance 
of  HisMajefty's  prefent  indifpofition. 

The  amendment  was  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *'deter- 
*•  mine,'*  to  the  end  of  the  queftion,  in  order  that  the  follow.- 
ing  words  might  be  inferted,  *«  Humbly  to  addrefs  his  Royal 
*'  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  take  the  care  of  the  Admi- 
«*  niliration  of  the  civil  and  military  Government  of  the 
«•  Kingdom,  durine  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty*s  indil'- 
*^  polition,  and  no  longer."  So  that  the  motion,  the  Shak- 
er faid,  then  before  the  Houfe,  was. 

That  for  this  purpofe,  and  for  maintaining  entire  the  con- 
flitutional  authority  of  the  King,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  faid' 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  fliould  determine  humbly  to  addrefs  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  care  of  the  adminiftration  of  the 
civil   and   military   Government  of    the   Kingdom,  during 
the    continuance    of    His  Majefly^s   indifpofition,    and    no 
longer- 
Mr.  Burk^  now  rifing,  declared  that  he  confidered  it  as  his       ^^ 
fole  pride,  and  his  exclufive  glory  to  deliver,  in  his  charafler    EurJj, 
of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  his  fentiments,  not  with  a  view 
to  pleafe  the  People  by  flattery  at  their  own  expence,  and  to 
perfuade  them  they  pofieQed  powers,  to  which  they  had  un- 
der the  conftitution  no  richt ;  bur,  on  the  contrary,  to  fpeak 
againft  the  wiflies  of  the  reople,  whenever  they  attempted  to 
rum  themfelves.     He  fubmitted  his  remarks  to  the  confidera- 
tioji  of  the  Houfe,  under  thofe  impreffions  without  fear,  and 
wUhojUt   fecking    popularity,    and,  Avhether   his  feauuv^u^.'^ 
wa^id  he  con/idcnd  as  /avodring  of  Wh\g  or  Tlo\>j  ^\\^cV 
>/ci^  be.w.7s  vtry  indifferent;  and  wliat  t>>e  opuVioM  o^  6\)Si\^ 
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were^  as  to  the  degree  of  defire  he  had  fpr  employ  vieiit^  ly 
(ayehimfelf  no  aneafinefs  to  difcover.  He  indeed,  knelv  a 
ittle  o(  the  infide  of  Carlton  Houfe,  as  he  did  ctttitiiaA 
bam  Houfe  ;  he  only  hoped  he  fhould  be  underftood'ial  K 
reallj  meaAt,  to  deliver  his  fentiments  as  a  plain  citizen.  Af« 
ter  this  exordium,  Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  remark,,  that  oar 
iituation  at  prefent  was  really  a  ftate  of  ina^ivity^  aqd  iu^ 
as  was  not  to  be  relieved  or  remedied  by  the  ordinary  ooimb 
of  law :  there  was  a  defe£l  which  muft  be  fupplied,  bat  it  was 
to  be  fupplied  by  the  genuine  fpirit  of  our  conftitatioSL;  % 
travel  out  of  the  conftitution,  he  hoped  no  Meinbdr  6f  ^thk 
Houfe  would  be  rafli  or  hardy  enough  to  attempt :  theft  WJs 
a  tribunal  of  honour,  and  a  tribunal  of  reputation,  to  idiich 
every  man  pofleffing  the  fmalleft  fenfe  of  the  dignily  of  vir- 
tue, would  always  confider  himfelf  accountable. 

The  doftrine  of  neceffity  was  to  be  cofniidered  in  tiiil^ 
with  its  own  peculiarities,  and  it  was  always  to  be  regatdeilas 
no  plea,  whatfoever,  when  its  labours  are  for  its  own  deltrpe* 
tipn.  We  had  been  told,  upon  this  folemn  fubjed,  thit;' ne- 
ceffity obliged  us  to  take  certain  (leps;  and  all  thefe  'dedahh 
tions,  when  fifted,  appeared  to  be  mere  words  exjpreffivB  il 
the  opinion  of  individuals,  and  if  fan£iioned  and  approvdi 
•  would  operate  as  an  utter  fubverfion  of  our  liberties,  our  pio- 
perty,  and  charafter  as  a  nation.  Thus  the  mere  ignis  ftnimi 
of  private  judgement  was  to  fuperfede  the  wifdom  of  aget. ' 

Was  there  a  poffibility  of  fele£ling  more  feducing  |mvt 
than  thofe  with  which  the  third  refolution  began,  **  ibat  fcr 
*^  maintaining  entire  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the.KinC 
*'  it  was  neceSary  that  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo^l,  and 
**  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  fhould  determine,**  VfhzH 
Why,  that  the  reprefentative  of  the  Kingly  honours  fhjll 
have  no  other  power  than  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  {hall  thiQk 
fit  to  allow  him ;  that  the  conftitution  (hall  in  fa&  be  cbaqgedi 
he  ovfrturned  and  annihilated.  .,.     ' 

For  his  own  part,  Mr.  Burke  added,  that  he  was  petfisd- 
]y  contented  with  the  conftitution  as  he  found  it  ;  he  vftntfd 
no  alteration  ;  but  there  were  others  who  ^id,  and  who  fet 
little  or  no  value  on  the  wifdom,  integrity,  and.  patriotifbiV 
our  anceftors,  who  ftruggled  fo  ^iorioufly  in  defence  pf^^ 
right  of  an  ungrateful  pofterity.  To  argue  upon  prjpci^ 
he  confidered  himfelf  as  fully  juftified  in  ailerting  that  0riiai 
Britain  is  governed  by  an  hereditary  Monarchy ;  it  ^as  (o.^y 
the  written  and  by  the  unwritten  law;  it  was  fo  by  the  jf^ry. 
cflenceof  our  excellent,  our  at  prefent  matchlefs  cotiftttQlJiMV 
and  Heaven  forbid  itihould  ever  prove  otherw^f^^  It  wu.oaf 
rn .  inheritance — it  was  our  powerful  barrier^  pur  ftipohg 
ipart  affainft  the  atnbition  of  mankind  !  It  h^\i  out  ^^^t 
crjient  Jeflon  to  the  moft  nfpiring.;  if  falJ,  'Vthus .  JEitf'jDI^t 
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tVranny  of  illegal  tribunals,  bloody  profcriptions,  and  all  the' 
•loHe  train  of  evils  attendant  upon  the  diftradlions  of  il-lguided 
afta  iihprincipled  republics. 

*  The  hnguage  of  the  Refolution,  Indeed,  excited  his  afto* 
nKhment;  that  we  are  to  idevife  means,  that  is,  that  the 
Hoiife  of  Commons  are  to  direi^  the  Sovereign  how  he  is  to 
uGu  When  he  confidered  this,  he  believed  every  reafonable 
man  would  be  induced  to  imagine,  that  we  were  in  America 
in  the  midft  of  a  new  commonwealth,  deviling  the  beft  means 
we  cdn  to  eftablifh  a  new  conftitution,  not  to  proteA  and 
preierve  inviolate  an  excellent  old  conftitution  already  efta- 
blilhed;  he  would  not  have  it,  however,  underftood  that  he 
V0^as  an  *  enemy  to  all  forts  of  republics ;  on  the  contrary^ 
he  knew  full  well  there  were  many  very  good  republics ! 
bat  that  there  exiftedon  earth  a  republic  calculated  as  well 
for/ the  happinefs  of  a  nation,  as  our  monarchy,  be  did  not 
believe. 

And  yet,  what  was  it  poffible  for  the  Houfe  to  conceive  of 
ihe  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
any  one  fubje<a  has  as  good  a  right  to  the  Throne,  in  this  in- 
Aance,  as  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  that  it 
to  fay,  that  any[individual  has  as  good  a  right  as  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  was  it  poffible  for  fuch  monftrous  opinions  to 
be  entertained  ?  But  at  the  prefent  crifis,  tliere  was  fome- 
thing  very  ungenerous  in  perfifting  in  fuch  fentiments ;  if 
we  Bght  againft  the  Crown,  let  us  fight  againfl  it  fairly  ; 
when  the  Monarch  is  feated  on  the  Throne,  then  the  conteft 
inay  be  &ir;  then  we  aft  manfully  :  but  what  is  to  be  don6 
vfhcn  the  Crown  is  in  a  eUllquium  ?  We  (hould  take  a  man 
with  a  large  brow  and  a  big  wig ;  he  is  a  fit  perfon  ;  truft 
•honeof  the  Royal  Family,  forthey  will  all  rob  th*  Crown,  be^ 
Caufe  they  are  the  relatives  of  the  Sovereign;  and,  in  order 
to  fix  a  proper  and  legal  fan£tion  upon  our  proceedings,  we 
will  give  a  ii6litious  confent  to  our  own  afts ;  for,  we  arfc 
to  determine  on  the  means  whereby  the  Royal  afTent  may  be 

f'  iveii  in  Parliament  to  fuch  bills  as  may  be  pafled  by  th^  two 
loufes  of  Parliament,  refpeSing  theexercife  of  the  powers 
and  aurhon»if  s  of  the  King,  during  the  continuance  of  His 
Majefty's  preient  indlfpofition.  Thi-s  is  called  the  Royal  af- 
ient,  without  any  intimation  to  the  Royal  perfon  of  any  fuch 
^liTent,  or  to  the  illuftrious  perlbnage  who  is  to  aft  for  him  ; 
this  was  a  glaring  falfehood,  and  a  palpable  abfurdity.  He 
did  not  appprove  of  any  robbery,  houfe-breaking,  highway- 
robbery,  or  any  other  felony ;  yet  each  of  ihem  was  lefs  in- 
.  excufable  than  law  forgery.  That  the  Great  Seal  was  to  be 
affixed  to  a  commiflion  robbing  the  executive  power  of  its 
due  fun6lion  ;  a  certain  compofition  of  Wax  and  co^^et  ^"a,% 
to  Tcprefent  the  Monarch  ;  this  was  a  fpecks  %^  ^xVi^wxSi  tv\t- 
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taphyfics,  and  ahfurd  mechanics ;  fuch  prepofterons  fidioiiy 
that  he  did  not  fee  how  it  was  poffible  to  treat  it  otfauerwift, 
than  with  contempt  and  ridicule;  but,  the  great  effoA  wUch 
this  abfurdity  was  to  have,  made  it  ferious  and  importaaU 
Here  Mr.  Burke  faid,  <<  I  difclaira  all  allegiance^  I  rehobnot 
<<  all  obedience  and  Ipyalty  to  a  King  fo  chofen,  and  a  Crom 
*'  fo  formed" — [a  great  cry  of  hear  I  hear!  hear  !]  '^Ihafif 
(he  continued  to  obferve)  *^given  my  allegiance  already  to  ffioT 
**  Houfe  of  Hanover,  to  poflefs  the  power  given  by  the  Con* 
,  ^*  (litution.  I  wordiip  the  gods  of  our  glorious  Conftitationb 
*^  but  I  will  not  worftiip  PriapusJ* 

Mr.  Burke  next  begged  leave  to  inquire,  of  the  gentlemea 
on  the  other  fide,  why  they  feared  the  Prince  of  Wales 
would  abufe  his  power,  or  why  they  doubted  whether  ha 
would  conient  to  any  neceiiary  abridgement  of  power,  when- 
fuch  neceffity  (houid  be  made  manifell  ? — Had  not  the  Dire- 
fent  King  confented  ? — ^had  not  George  the  Second  contaitt* 
cd  ?— ^had  not  even  William  the  Third  con&nted  ?  Andh^ 
not,  in  {hort,  the  whole  line  of  our  Kings,  fince  theRef** 
lution,  ccnfeated  to  all  neceflary  limitations  ?  Jixkd  if  tlitf, 
had,  what  reafon  was  there  to  be  urged  for  fuppoling  tnf 
prefent  Prince  would  adopt  a  condudl  fo  different  frb|n  lyl 
anceftors  ?  And,  if  they  thought  fo,  why  did  they  unsinU 
moufly  concur  in  chufing  him,  nay,  pK)pofing  him,  finc9. 
there  were  among  His  Majefly's  Minifters  men  of  fuch  pure 
and  fpotlefs  virtue? 

At  once  irregular,  as  well  as  dangerous,  was  the  prefeht 
mode;  for  the  Houfe  began  with  refolving  them fi*Ives  iota, 
a  Republic  completely,  inftead  of  being  one  of  the  thi«0 
eflates.     It  was  impoflible,  in  any  point  of  view,  not  to  fib.  . 
the  grofs  abfurdity  of  the  prefent  mode  of  proceeding;  I 
great  deal  had  been  urged  in  fupport  of  different  precedfn(s|- 
but  he  fhouid    find   himfclf  obliged  to  any  gentleman  wh6 
could  point  out  one  precedent  where  the  Heir  Apparent,  was 
of  full  age  and  dilcretion,  and  fit  to  govern;  where  even  ip 
the  darkeft,  the  mofl  diftracSed,  irregular,  and  confufed  Go-  ■ 
vernment,  it  was  not  the  uniform  opinion  that  fuch  a  Prinpb; 
fliould  |je  chofen   to  govern.     When  all  the  heterogenep* ' 
m:if»  of  cafes  and  farrago  of  nonfenfe,  under  the  title  of  I^ . 
gal  diftin£tions,  were  conCdered,  every  man  of  common  u%r  . 
drriianding,  and  integrity  of  principle,  muft  feetheneceflitr. 
of  governing  the  whole  of  them  by  the  genuine   fpirit  and  ■ 
the  fair  principles  of  the  Conflitution.     He  hated  all  diftin^. 
tions  and   conflruflions  which  would  not  fquare  with  the 
princripics  of  good  fen fe;  and,  if  the  contrary  do<5lrine  wai 
liloptrrd,  tlir  Hou(c  might,  among  themfelves,  chufe  tbatf  • 
nr/j  (JiCdt  fccai,  together  v.iih  a  peifou  to  hold  it. 


^L'  of  rhe  ^      '       if  the  Moufe  of  Commons  in 
.   AtY  VI.  ■  ^lowetl  !>y  j^entleiTien  un  tlic 

fitJe,  mar  k  waa  noi  law  theti ;  l>ut  by  their  prefeut  ar- 
j/iTs  it  h  law  now*     He  dreaded  i]ie  idea  of  a  cammon 
_ci?vcry  of  the  Cnmn,  whcni  any  imliviJual,  either  in  that 
Kgtifi^t  «>*"    *     ■'  ^  *  .     '  ^^le  The  voucher* 

Jt*rt  h©  .  [soffeif^ii  of  ptt^ 

Hr  Hfui  appftyri^iiL  j>us*er>  but  >  king  liy  f  lie  Cotimions  vTa» 
pi creiruro of  ihfi  dumitions;  itwastheKingV  jiam^,  Injt 
illVliout  his  will. 

■  iUlofions  had;  ypon  this  occafimt,  l^en  mide  to  the 
Hvolotian  atul  the  Rdlorackm  ;  but  thfy  wercat^^s  of  jte* 
Kftify,  h-^Ving  atlcntlaut  upnn  rhcm  iHt^ir  peculiar  ^vays ; 
bur  wh^r  w;is  the  nature  ot  the  Revolution,  and  what  WJis 
the  it^iEunp  of  the  n^rt  mints  tiptjn  the  tsxccuitve  jiow^r^  agreed 
UfiOfij  ancVooolentifil  to,  upon  thai:  maiK»rnh!e  pcritid?  Thoy 
pifsTB*  fhidtf :  If  a  Kir>|^  OialJ  nhotiJh  or  altrr  Courts  of  LnWp 
:riaJ  by  jurVj  ^^^  '  '^n,  or  ttre^^  u  flnncJing  :vrmy;  then 
he  eotn|Utfl  j  -J,  atnl  iili  right  .tntl  power  reverts  to 

he  iJeoi>ie;  and  the  people,  hy  plots,  ccnfphuclf^  or  anjr 
iriiejr  fecfet  or  violent  m^^anK,  iiniy  lu'tl  fuch  :i  Kni^t;  fioai 
Krhrohe,  The  Revalutioii  wa^,  in  fti^,  n  pr^nrciknt  of  a 
fflf!ii<i u efi t   Mon '^ re Ii ;    *i  p t tc^d itni  tit cacl i  this  hSo n  to 

ow  exre^Uiigly  n«*etI!trM  alPi  m^%  the  notice  wlii  h  had 

tdketi  of  the  \vord»uf  a    right  honoui!*hfe  genfK-irt^n, 

Mr.  Fox)  yj-tort  the  i]ut^Jtloh  o*  light* — ''OrtfJimer  :i.!d^-J 

"Ir,  fiyiice,  '*  I  ha^c  lived  to  Icc^  thts  day,  a   rnin;le  wojj 

.cirf^pp?t!  tiuio  an  !ndivHlu:ih  |r!fldi:riu^  lut:h  abTTiving  con- 

t,  that  nat]ii*jg1lK>rtof  a  cI<cLviato:y  MJj  folptrn* 
......  Ity  hoth  Houlvs,  cAn  \k  frjiijcir^iit  lo  antvitT  cliS 
pofe  oi\a  negative  to  thi^  word  "  "1  Inis  they  liad^  hi- 
paid  a  eaii4[dimeiir       '  !it  honoumhlc  frienJ,  \xA%\ 

lu^iht^y  h^d  pM'kiHru  '  -    jlhi  on  whicb  ih^;  moft 

luttoonus  ;i|i|>ttUe  iiiight  i.td  iiunj  if  wa-^  lariated. 

Mr.  liurke  ne%t  ndv-tiicid  to  ilic  ca^*-    (  f   '  :i'*ral  warranis, 
id  qoot^  the  expidfions  of ^ir  Gtu  Nir,  utvon  ih6 

sfper  of  tht  1  loufcj  iLdarivc  t^  dtclm  a..^  ^  M      T^- 

trvtil,  that  theniihiljofi  of  Sir  (jf<.»r^c  i-  s 

lird  thrafrvc.^'  ^  tif  the  Mai'tiuif.  t^l  t, ' 

j'hof  whg;:ii  v^.  ^  v  ia  the  ohhvijd   ct    ■ 

icetim^t* 

'HIsrvext  r?f!i:irks  wnrr  upnn  thr  fitu.jtion  of  the  l?it^  M- 
:niian  B«?ckford,  wW'»  he  dcli^^^nej  hi^  fperxh  oti  t!r!  ^'Jfb  ^ 
jvciTjbcr^   176%  rertr/Jfig  tu  /hew  I  in*  fttiftW  tW  ^irtXft 
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iter  thsit  might  be  fuppofed  to  hint  that  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament  had  any  power  to  alter  or  amend  bMt^  witlioiU 
the  ailent  of  the  executive  power. 

With  the  idea  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  .FoxJ 
concerning  the  right  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  liad  the 
pleafure  to  coincide;  for,  if  the  King  be  blind,  duoib,  le- 
thargic, or  apople£lic,  there  mufl  be  fome  perfon  whoii 
perfed,  or  elfe  to  whom  do  we  owe  our  allegiance?  Gea- 
tlemen  on  the  other  fide  feemed  to  value  themielves,  like  an- 
tiquariafis,  who  have  a  Homer  without  a  head ;  aad  tlie  Con- 
flit  ution  was  thus  made  a  mufeum. 

Mr.  Btirke  exprefled  his  anxiety  to  be  informed,  by  thofe 
who  appeared  to  caution  tlie  Houle  againil  the  daoger  of 
giving  to  the  Prince  too  much  power,  left  the  King*s  riglit 
might,  upon  his  returning  health,  be  in  danger,  what  the 
King  could  be  fuppofed  poffibly  to  lofe,  by  being  reprefented 
by  his  own  fon?  The  rights,  he  contended,  both  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  would  be  fupported  by  it,  and  preftrvei 
If  the  Prince  were  allowed  to  reprefeiit  the  King,  without 
limitation,  it  would  prevent  cabals,  intrigues,  and  dillen- 
tions;  indeed,  reafon  and  equity,  the  fafetyof  the  country} 
and  the  fafety  of  the  Crown,  were  all  joined  ininducinghiffl 
to  agree  to  the  fentiments  of  his  right  honourable  mend 
(Mr.  Fox)  upon  this  occafion. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  thought 
proper  to  remark,  that  we  had  a  weak  government ;  wc  had, 
indeed,  a  weak  government  in  two  ways  ;  for,  one  King  was 
dii'ableil  by  nature,  and  another  was  difahled  by  art.  He  re- 
peatcihisrequeft  to  know  upon  what  principle  Minifiry  would 
eieft  the  Prince,  if  they  fufpedcd  him  ;  and  if  th^y  did  not 
fufpedt  iiim,  why  did  they  wifli  to  limit  ot  reftri£l  him? 

Were  it  poffible  for  the  Sovereign  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  be  would  feelingly  ci- 
cjaim, 

'*  Upon  my  head  they  plac'd  a  fruitlefs  crown, 
**  And  put  a  barren  fceptre  in  my  gripe,  | 

"  Thenceto  be wrenchM  with  an  unlin«al  hand,  1 

**  No  fon  of  mine  fucceeding.** 

He  would  then  add,  "  Reftore  me  to  my  former  ilateafl' 
**  opinion;  do  not  kt  me  fee  a  black-hrowM  phantom  on  mf 
*<  throne  !" 

Adverting,  next,  to  the  confideration  of  depriving  the 
Prince  of  the  power  of  beftowing  honours,  Mr,  Burke  re- 
marked, tiiat  the  fountain  of  honour  had,  indeed,  iiiiGethe 
year  1784,  ])rofufely  flowed.     He  did  not  mean  to  infer  that 
this  was  wrong;  but,  if  H\s  Majeft.^  Y\3i<i  \iee.v\^\\i%\»M(iti- 
fuL  it  ivould  not  be  deemed  e^ua.^Ac^3J\x.x.o  \v\^wW\iv^^s\ 
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arihtje'in  the  fame  way;  at  lead,  to  deprive  him  of  that  ad- 
vantago  was  not  very  decorous — fnppofe,  for  inilance,  the 
Prfbt^  ilriOied  to  beftow  honours  on  tlieboufe  of  Cavendith, 
w8aM^ny  perfan  in  that  Houfe  have  the  audacity  to  difpute 
the. propriety  of  fuch  an  honour?  Or  fuppofe,  that  his  Royal 

^g^ntflihoiSitlHf^^^^^        to  revive  the  title  of  Rocking- 

%inf/lir(%idlt  be  deemed  extravagant  or  improper  ?  Here^ 
Confedfv'mgTiiinrelf  to  be  interrupted  during  his  remarks  con- 

''cerning'  the  various  pofTible  claims  for  diAindlions,  whicii 
fome  ^miliel'-liiight  have  upon  the  Prince,  Mr.  Burke  ob- 
fcSr^ed^  that,  ih  vociferation  and  noife,  fome  perfons  were 
▼ery  g^eat^  bur  he  k^iew  a  fet  of  hounds  which  would  eclipfe 
tfaem.     He  declared,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  never  fpoke 

*  to^tUf'Pfince  about  any  office;  and  Iwre,  perceiving  a  fmile 

'  ciVYZii:(Sl^dMAit^nances,  he  added,  that  perhaps  fome  gentle- 

SttkfQ^iibtM  not  readily  believe  fuch  an  aflertion;  a   doubt 

ttii||Hi;'%e  \6  fffiem  natural  enough  ;  but  he  wiflied  to  imprefs 

''   tfct-H&ufe.with  a  proper  fenfc  of  the  neceffity  of  not  depriv- 

'-   irtjf  tWftiiice  of  the  power  of  bellowing  honours.      "  I 

'*' 'fli&Wdfiwjt,"  be  remarked,  "  mean,  infigniticant,  and  tri- 
^^Uffegai  f  am,  like  to  fee  my  name  upon  the  roll  of  pro- 

"*  fcriptfon,*    All  forts  of  profcriptions,  in  cafes  fimiLir  to 

•  •  the  prfeftfit,  Were  nonfeniical,  infane,  and  moft  prepoftcrous 
J  declarations ;  for,  they  deprived  the  executive  power  of  an 
"■  effentialpart  of  its  funSions,  of  the  glorious  opportunity  of 

rewarding  virtue.  Mr.  Burke  fhortly  hinted,  hy  way  of 
iriftance,  analogous  to  the  prefent,  the  cafe  of  Charles  the 
'  Siitfa  of  France,  and  concluded  with  adviHng  the  Houfe  to 
refled  upon  the  probability  of  convalefcent  fanity,  and  alfo 
to  ten^inbtT  the  danger  and  |>offibility   of  a   n.lapfe.     The 

*  pfefeht  1)Ccalion,  was  at  once  awful  and  important;  and, 
therefore,  he  trulled  that  the  Houfe,  deeply  impreffed  with 
ideas  of  its  alarmiqg  and  unprecedented  nature,  would  come 

'  forward  with  what  every  exigency  demanded,  and  amply 
and  efi^ually  provide  for  the  national  fecurity  and  wel- 
fare. 

The y5a//«W  G^^^-^Z  declared  that  he  felt  himfelf  juftified  Soliciioi 
in  adhering  to  his  for oier  opinion ;  becaufe,  whatever  might  General 
be  the^icntiments  of  fome  gentlemen,  he  felt  himfelf  prepared 
to  aflfert,  tTiat  he  was  at  this  moment  fupporting  a  King, 
whom  no  rcfolution  of  that  Houfe  declared  to  be  incapable  : 
arid  as  to  the  Conftitution,  and  the  maxims  on  which  it  is 
founded,  he  confidered  that  the  form  of  the  Conftitution  is 
the  fubftance  of  the  Conftitution. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion,  that  he  added,  "  I  cautioufly 
«  avoid  faying  any  thing  about  the  propriety  of  limitation. 
«  When  1  come  to  that,  my  loyalty  to  my  King,  my  refpeft 
^  to  i^iy  Prince,  and  my  duty  to  the  pluce  1  ic^vefewx^  ^-aW 
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'^.  immediately  govern  my  condad^  ^nd  dire(^''.Blj:<opiiBM 

**  upon  thc.iubjeft."  -       •         t  - ••  "- 

.  1  he  Sblicitor  General  now  adverted  tp  what  he  iefcrbvir. 
as  the  general  principles  of  right,  and  mainuined  hij^pi^ibiQiifa 
upon  the  following  poGtions:  The  rightjivAiChivnNofiitip 
creates — neceffity  limits — and,  that  the  right  of  t^^'^kiBk* 
mons  is  the  cxercife  of  their  duty,  and  wfae&ev^  theygabeKi 
yond  that  right,  they  go  beyond  their dutv^  arid  confequf»tiy[ 
abufe  tlieir  right.  He  remarked,  that  jt  nad  beta  iofiftodnu;' 
that  a  Regent,  in  order  to  fupport  hereditsiiy  fucceflSoOi 
fliould  be  clothed  with  kingly  power;  an4f  in  anfwer^(Q.t 
tiiis,  he  would  beg  leave  to  a(k,  whether,  any  geotlemink-. 
would  fay,  that  the  appointmeot  of  a  Regent  .wasisruots!*. 
plete  delegation  of  the  kingly  power?  Such.an  afleiiUqa^iIik.- 
believed,  would  not  be  made,  nor  would  any  thin^trs.%  nav.. 
tnre  be  for  a  moment  contended  ;  it  was,  in  fik£ti  iin()olfiU|(lia 
Much  had  been  urged  concerning  the  impropriety  pf  ;ajfifaii^|p 
the  great  feal  to  a  ccmmifEon,  withput^the  dire£|buio^b£|||fl&;? 
Sovereign;  and  he  would  fay,  that  if  the  great  fistlJiaMiwdAiit 
affixed  to  a  commiffion,  calling  together  the  HOuie.oiri^^^- 
.  nions,  that  their  meeting,  under  that  commifl[io»|i.woul4tkttJ 
legal,  notwithRanding  that  it  was  not  the  imqMmjitk  ocddF 
of  the  King,  becnufe,  upon  the  fqce  pf  the  pvoceedingf^evctfii 
thing  feems  to  be  taken  for  granted  to  be  regular*  .   •.'  «i.! 

VVith  refpeft  to  the  opinion  of  ^n  honourable  apd  learrx^:- 
gentleman,  about   dragging-  the  river  Thames  for  the  great;: 
feal,  he  fhould  only  fay,  that  if  the  propofition  wai   tniiu'i 
which  he  believed  to  be  fo,  namely,  that  the  thrpne:  wafti^t': 
now  vacant,  he   fliould  have  no  care  about  the  gjr$gtt. i^^. 
Upon  a  former  occafion  it  had  been  argued,,  that  avjf  ;ij::e  ttt' 
interpret  the  Ijnvs  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  that  when  wr.-: 
do  fo,  we  are  fure  to  be  right  in  thefecond  principle^  if  notd 
innhe  firft,  and  that  we  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  .being,  .yetf  vv 
near,  if  not  exaftly,  on  the  point  of  truth  ;  but,  to^fiiy  ^J 
would  anfwer^tJ^at  the  only  way  he  knewof  difpofingcf  tlKt 
law  is,  toatSl  upon  it  as  it  is,  in  order  to  niake  it  as  it^iiUght;-.. 
to  be.     If  a  doctrine  contrary  to  this  were  to  be  £an£tibQC$v 
what  a  mifchievous  example  would  the   Houfe  fet  -t«uibd  < 
Judges,  by  allowing  them  to  judge,  not  as  the  law,  redlf^^i 
but  as  they  might  capricioufly  think  it  ought  to  be.      *  y  iun. 

Concerning  the  Royal  aflent  l^ing,  inthiscafej  to.be.|^.' 
ven  to  the  bill  which  was  about  to  be  pafTed,  and  tb^  io&ii)^- 
priery  of  giving  aflent,  without  the  perfonal  con(ent(<^jlheL 
Soveuign,  or  the  Regent  who  aS^d  in  his  jftead,  he  would 
obferve,  that  when  the  aflent  was  given,  either  by  rarnbtif*  ^ 
fion  or  by  the  Royal  perfon,  it  was,  when  oncQ..6btaif^l|i'' 
alw«nys  confidered  as  binding  andconclufive;  O0t):was  (hiit  i 
i/^  ti/Ii  inHsuice  «f  tlic;  fei^lbp'in^  sk&n^  >N\\\M>\ki  x!^*^\^c<^  • 
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diiiteknowIe<!geof  the  perfon  poffeffed  of,  or  entitW  to,  tnc 
executive  power;  for,  curing  the  minority  of  Ldward  tlie 
hixth,  an  iiiftanceoccurrtd  uT  thegreat  ftn.I  being  affixed  to 
an  ad,  fignifying  the  liflcnt  cf  that  PriiiCc,  v  hen  he  was  a 
minor  of  very  tender  ye;irs. 

Sir  yobn  ^lubriy  rifing  next,  faid,  Upon  the  pr'^fr^nt  occn-    Sir  J^hn 
fion  I  lind  it  imp  jfiible  to  rlo  nw  d';tv,  as  :i  \i'/.T^!v."-  of  this    Aubrey. 
Houfe,  without,  in  fjmc  decree ^  diiierir.g    from   thole   with 
whom  I  have  for  feme  time  ;icltrd. 

I  co7iciir  with  th.m  in  rejevl:"i'.nf^  the  do^Srlnc  of  a  Rejrncy 
de  jure  in  the  He!r  to  the  Cro'.v!i  ;  becaule  it  i-  again  it  fre- 
cedent^  and  againft  the  lazv  of  the  lanA^  and  \s^^  fo  d*-clar«L  d  in 
Parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  In  fart,  as  I  fa  x.\\t. 
fubjec^a  //  is  no  cafe  ff  Rc^/>ny  in  ony  ptrfov^  t;xctpt  as  tlie 
vjhote  Parliament  iha!l  thmk  fit  fo  to  rn^at  it.  I  Wi  hiw  of 
England,  as  1  have  heen  inilruflcd,  acknowledges  neithf  r 
infancy,  nor  delirium,  nor  any  perfonal  infirmity,  to  hclono^ 
to  the  King  upon  the  tlironr ;  fT,  in/'-/  nf/c",  the  h'-w 
loots  o?ily  to  his  jiolitical  crarG^/ii\  and  fuppiies  him  v«.  ith  coun- 
cils tocnahie  his  aditing  politically,  even  when  naturally  h.e 
ismoft  incapable, 

Dut,  i  do  not  ccncur  with  th^m  in  thinking  ihi  Tlouf*,  at 
this  moment,  competent  to  exercil-^  any  of  Irs  p;irliamt'nta'-y 
funftions  more  eipecially  its  h-*^^iil.itive  one;  or  to  do  nny 
thing  tffnding  to  iuch  an  ei^ircik*.  The  King  has  not  vi  t 
a|>peared  eitlier  in  his  ])'r:(Mi,  or  by  jMoxy,  tliat  is,  by  a  Com- 
mjilioner  reprefenting  hi  in.  I  take  it  to  be  tlie  elfepce  of 
Parliamrtnt,  that  the  tliree  brnnche;;  of  tlie  Legiilat-jre  fliould 
be  aflembled,  before  one  begins  to  afl.  Hut  only  two  nre 
now  met,  the  firft  of  the  three  I)eing  ablent.  Till  this 
branch  (hall  appear,  I  ni^roe  witli  the  fc^ntiments  contained 
in  a  very  recent  publication,  i)y  one,  whofe  authority,  as  a 
well-read  And  confummate  lawyer,  is  fo  juflly  arid  univer- 
fally  acknowledged,  and  with  v^ horn  I  have  the  honour  to 
he  connedled  by  friend/hip,  that  without  the  King  we  arc 
only  a  convention.  But,  in  tlie  prefent  cafe,  there  is  no  ne- 
c^rfTity  for  reforting  to  a  mere  conrrntion  of  the  two  Hoi.fjs. 
The  King's  perfon  m:ry  beconftitutiona!!y  fupplied  by  a  Com- 
miftioner;  and  tl^at  r^^pier^'ntalive,  in  the  prefeiU  extraor- 
dinary iitu«Ttion,  wiil,  in  point  of  propriety,  be  the  Heir  Ap- 
parent to  tlieCrown.  ']  ill  this  cliafm  in  PailianvMit  flmll 
he  tilled,  1  cannot  aHl.'it  to  joining  in  any  vote,  or  a!iy  orher 
bufinels  of  the  Hou6-,  b-ynnd  voting  for  a  previo«;S  quefrion, 
or  fome  other  qiieflion  tending  to  prevent  our  faitlier  a(^^ing 
^s  a  Houfe.  Vvht-n  this  chafm  fliall  be  pioperly  filled  up, 
when  the  Parliament  faall  he  full  by  a  reprclentation  of  tlie 
^Cing,  I  rtiall  chearfuiiy  and  h'urtily  concur  m  iVve  feevv\\^.^'^ 
general  fentiments  ot  nvAltif^  tlie  Heii  A^>pATCV\X  Jole  Rcj^ttit* 
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As  fir,  Jihf  dfS  my  coniidli^ratimT  of  thcr  f^bje<ft  hLtharro  e^^ 
ti«utlt  me  tpipesiki  I  confefs  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  difpoitd 
i;r«io|^t  thofe  riftrifiions»  which  h^ve  been  opened   to  the 
Hotifi^'  as  probable  parts  of  the  intended  R^gE^ncy  biU.     t 
iikaA  ibe  eff«<3s  ©f  a  dlfirujitd^  curtaikdy  and  cojife*;jaentty 
mtfiibbdftTi^z\x\x%p^oyiQX^     i  wUh  fMicerdy  to  join  in  every 
pitopev  refpeft.tQ  our  moft  gracious  and  aihidted  Sovereign^ 
and  in  provic&Mg  every  ficurity  ftr  hh  returning  i&  the  perfimi 
m^reijje  of  hh  authwiiy,  iBe  mcmcm  bis  prefint  eatamity  Jhall 
^i^i  u  opufe^e.    But,  I  caonot  think,  that  the  propoftd  re* 
ftri^ioms  would  t>e  approved  by  himfeifj  weine  he  reflored  to 
tmfof^^QMir  bealth*     Frona  his  known  love  of  his  counrry^ 
and  from  that  liberal  beoigotty   of  niind  which  foars  ahut^ 
«Ap  lights  pf  envy^  I  muft  prefome,  that  h^wotild  not  wiih 
-laincreafe  the  puUic  di^refs  from  his  prefent  affiidtliTg  jp^j 
laBy^  by  rendering  the  Hei?  Apparent   to  bis  Crown,  aria 
kis- intended  R^prefentatiye^  Jefs:  capable   of  performing  t!ie 
-^hoh  of  the;  Royal  funfiions^  than  he  himfelf  was  before 
i^e  cotDcneacement  of  bis  illnefs.     The  argument  for  r^ 
'flpridlton  proceeds  upon  »  fi;i(i»porvtion,  which  might  warrant 
future  permanent  reftjridions  on  the  executive  power.      If  the 
Heir  Apj>arerit  is  not  6<  to  be  entruiled  as  a  temporary  Re* 
piefcmative  fpr  his father>  it  clatms  from  tis  refractions  lo 
cb^ck  the  Prru^c^  when  ,he  fti^ll  have  the  executive  power 
as  a  principal^  ^d  in  his  own  perfon.     Had  he  comniUted 
any  overt  ad>  indicative  of  a  difpofition  to  ahufe  theRoYs|H 
«thwfity,  he  ought  to  i>C  equally  reftiained  in  both  cafe^ 
B||tj^  to  teftrain  hini  in  either  cafe^  withoui  provocattoOt 
jftrtkci  me  as  unjuft  to  hiai,  zn^  dangerous  to  the  State  over 
^K'ichheisto  prefide  for  his  father.     In   tnuh,  the  argu- 
sneiit  fpr  reftriflfeion  of  th^  Prince  as  a  Regent^  feems  more  to 
^vovr  of  prejudice  ^ain.ft  a   particular  party  in  the  State, 
thas  tf>concern  th^|;fneral  and  public  welfare.    And  though 
](no.t  ^ly  fl^i^d  unconn^ed  with  that  party,  but  have  ft- 
irerely  fqffered  by  their  violent  oppofition  to  the  choice  of 
Hie  by  the  cotinty  for.  \vhich  I   fit  in  Parliament    as  one  of 
its  reprefentatives ;  yet  thil  remembrance  avails  npt  to  in- 
fluence my  opinions  upc»i|  fo  momentous  a  buCnefs  as  that   , 
vhich  now  calls  for  our  decifion. 

Such  ar^  tny  general  fentifnents  upon  the.  prefent  impor- 
tant crifis.  They  were  the  jfame  when  we  met  la{l  Tuefday, 
^nd  I  then  meant'to.  have  declared  them.  But  m  the  early 
part  of  thedebatfi  I  found  no  opportunity  of  add reffing, the 
Houfe;  and  I  was  forced,  by  the  r^etnrjant  of  an  ill  nefs^  which 
has  long  h^d  poflleflion  of  ugey  to  leave  the  Hoi^fe,  without 
watting^  either  to  declare  my  o^nlons  by  fpcaking,^  or  to 
2^&  upon  iheua  hy  soiv^. 

tori 
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Lord  Nortb  begged  leave  to  afTure  die  honouraHe  and  Lm 
learned  gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General)  that  he  had  totally  JNo« 
mifapprehended  the  arguments  he  had  on  a  former  occafioa 
urged  in  fupport  of  his  opinion,  which  had,  no  doubt,  led 
biin  to  imagine,  that  he  was  confident  of  his  fupport  on  the 
.prefent  queflion.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  uniformly  af- 
jerted,  that  no  a6t  of  legiflation  could  poflibly  be  conititn- 
tiohally  cxercifed  without  the  concurrence  of  the  ciiffat 
diftin<$  States  of  the  Crown,  Lords,  and  Commons,  not 

'three  imaginary  powers,  fuch  as  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  uefcrihed,  founded  in  fidion,  and  made  upuf 
forms.  It  was  impoffible  that  he  ever,  for  a  mom<ent,  could 
entertain  an  idea  fo  contrary  to  what  had  been  always  his  idea 

,-of  the  fundamental  pr]nci}>les  of  theconflitution.  it  w.is  Ivis 
misfortune  that  he  was  but  little  acquainted  with  tlie  ho- 
nourable and  learned  gentleman,  farther  than  by  ciurai\er, 
which  (he  admitted)  flood  defervcdly  high  in  the  ell  i  mat  ion 

.of  the  world,  and  the  maxims  which  he  had  that  day  heard 
liim  utter,  together  with  the  truth  and  juli ice  of  his  oWer- 
vattousy  had  imprefled  his  mind  with  a  very  high  opir>ion  of 
tiim;  but,  heconfefled   that  from  fuch  maxims  and   f\Kh 

'  truths,  he  had  never  before  Ijeard  conclufions  fo  impot^iivt, 
and  arj^uments  fo  weak.  The  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  admitted  that  they  were  not  tlien  fitting  in  a  lo- 
^Iflative capacity >  in  which  opinion  lie  heartily  agreed  wi*h 
him — but,  how  could  fuch  premifes  warrant  the  conclufion 
which  had  been  drawn,  namely  that  they'hadt-he  power  to 
create  a  third  Eftate,  which  third  Eflafe  was  to  give  vigour 
and  efFeft  to  their  proceedings?  -Hut,faiJ  tlie  honourable  iiiid 
learned  gentleman,  tfie  power  which  4it?ceil5ty  creates,  ne- 
ceflity  muft  limit. — How  ought  it  to  limit  that  pty%\er  r 

•Not,  furely,  by  entering  into  the  difcuHion  of  diliir.ct 
^ueflions,  but  by  proceeding  immediately  to  fupply  tiie  tem- 
porary defe£l  in  tlie  executive  Ciovernme^it,   and   no   far- 

'  ther.  The  fame  necefTity  pointed  out  the  Prince  of  \Vu\^<^ 
as  the  perfon  pre-eminent  above  all  others,  for  fupply i-i^ 
that  defeft.  It  was  iiMpofIii)le  that  tliey  could  oveilook  I;. 
claim,  and  yet  tliey  were  now  dL-luting  about  the  form  o. 
that  which  they  couM  not  fct  alidc. — From  the  w'»ni^  ci 
the  Refolntion,  it  vva<!  clear  tl»at  the  acl  which  muft  follo.v 
it,  was  not  to  receive  the  Roy:»i  aTnit  from  the  R'?j_^t^r^t,  'n-.r 
by  A  perfon,  a  thing  creutt^d  by  the  IJoufe  for  the  f-:pci;\l 
jiurpofe  of  giving  aiTent,  wiihout  any  dilcrtriionary  pov'.-r 
fvhatever. — Such  were  the  three  Eltatcs  v.liicii  were  to  give 
validity  to  their  proceeding;. — I*ur,  would  ar^y  n.i.n  icri- 
oufly  maintain  that  thole  three  Eilares  were  really  and  tivlv 
»ny  more  than  two^  ^^ ^ulfaiit  ur  ulLtr-.^  fa:\i  t)tr  jcT— "^X  'i 

fub/lantial  truth  vizs,  2-r:d  Jit;  dcii-^d  \t  toViecowUON^AvtC^r^^""- 
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':]:-2  v':::i  --  -■■;.-  \  .rt=::  't.i  ^'is  :!":■:  .'oie  and  isnccxitrouled 
>*::  .  ■::  . ..- :j'r-..*  Co  .-i.r.: ". .,  wiir.r-:  rhe piirLxipationof 
an"  ■.  ..t.-  >-..^::  .<z\\i'.  :j  ■.  e  coi-i".^:-  :?n  or  :!'. is  count ly. 
Lcf-  *  ..  .  .::-i:r  L:;  »  -r;. -r.^'".:,  j  ■"  juj"  n^  the  well- 
:•.-.-.  V  .  .-r-.*::;   -:  s"  ^.r^.  .=r.c  aurh  j,  Lnier  the  tide  of 

;    ;   -•  :.;.,'*    ^      .  Z'i      '.\c   I'd.j,)  he    wouIJ   Uke 

r  >.e  .  ■  .r -:  . ;"  .r.  r  i  ::oi : :  ■  j  ^  r  , . : ;r  tl:-  ■;  o  Lr»e  r  grea c  law  an- 
t:vjr=- ii  .v.-  :".  :':.rv  1-/:  l.r.\l.  The  di: puce  was  occa- 
sior.j^  ^y  :.\r:  ;i:^-^ 'f:2!x;^  :  i".!.  wher-::i  the  tellator 
r.- i  .\- .  jrczhf;-:  :;  }  Tr.  ^:r-l!^-^  i.l  hi-  black  arsd  white 
i'lC-.-.i.  He  !  1  1  :"  <  ■.ia:k  hci/ci,  I'.s  v^h.^e  hrries,  and  fix 
■;-rt\  .-.-rfes.  Tl-.t  :-:-:r.iei  Ccur :  I.  Mr.  Stndling,  very  in- 
y  \'..v.:.  I  C':::*:r :  '.t-\  :lia:  h".s  cLir-ir  wii  t'jllv  entlded  to  all 
:.-■■:  :.-i:\',i, — r-  'l-.t  "lick  hDi'fes,  rec.;u:e  they  were  black; 
:'j  c;..i  .V.  .^i  h:::-::-s.  :  eciuie  :hey  were  white;  and  to  the 
pyi-l  i-.-.r'-:.-,  ■.ec--:r  they  were  J.jj.£  anJ  ^ji'hlte.  In  like 
r/i;i-^r:-:r  ''uii."-.!  L^jtu  N'o'th)  do  tlie  aJrccates  for  the  prefent 
c\.t(\r.n  *ii'g-:^-.  '^':.y.\  thoy  rnair.cal:'.  :h:it  thethr^e  Eltatcs  of 
rjir!  ar.-.-r.t  ..  \:\  be  perr'cfle-  by  aJjpiing  the  third  Keioiu- 
P!r:r,  :'-.-y  afi  as  a  Houle  ci:'  Commons;  fcfcondly, 
cf  Lorda  ;  than,  like  the  black  and  white  liorfes, 
ih*y  ait  bc:h  as  Lcrcls  ar.rl  Cv^r!i:r:o::s;  and  from  this 
r-rri'T*  c'riihir.jtiion  the  the  tliir-.l  rluate  is  created,  which 
w:i'.  'f>  g;/.;  iite  a:"id  v^.i^-'-ur  to  all  the'.r  operations. 

1  },t  .Tf'jr.c  jr^Me  and  learr.eJ  gencht^an  (;he  SoIicitorGe- 
vr:i\;  ;.ci*i  a!:'o  thought  proper  to  ciT^rt  that  the  forms  of 
tr. ,  c.',:. .:,.  ;r.  ;n,  zn&.  the  prectdeiitii  cf  our  ancellors,  com- 
pe!i;  i  Lrioj  Hcy^\s  to  adopt  the  ir-o:!s  which  had  been  followed 
1:1  bri:i^i-^  f.MAard  the  Refoiu-.ions.  He,  for  one,  denied 
that  thi  coniliti.*i:>n  could  po IT: My  fanftion  any  confiita- 
ti->r.ai  merifure  that  was  founded  on  a  ti£iion  in  law— 'and 
uith  i^:;ar'i  to  the  precedents  wliich  the  honourable  artd 
hji.r.vii  f^^i.tleman  had  mentioned  as  furni thin 5  examples  of 
oV— p  !i;'ar,ts  and  other  p.>ppet.>,  he  contended  that  thcy 
v.:.-i:ji'.-  lii  point.  Th^3  Duhe  of  York,  furely,  wasina 
v'-, ;.  riitf  I'.fir  fituatlDn,  and  the  Duke  of  Cilouceller  was  in- 
''V  J  'ji:r!i  full  pjwers  to  open  ths  Parliament  in  the  ufnal 
;  ,-.-j.  V/irh  re-jard  to  the  d'jftrine  which  had  been  main- 
t'j^  ';.'!,  tnat  the  fanii  arguments  would  apply  to  a  com- 
jT.iJf.*/!!  pj::ntt'd  1  y  His  MnjeAv  for  giving  th^i  Royal 
oi^-^'ux  fo  any  bills  which  had  pafiLd  both  Hoiik-s  of  Parlia- 
jn  ■j:*"--ihe  a!>rurditv  uas  obvij^uc.  The  Kiiig  in  granting 
?li.i:  coinrniJi on  aituaily  givcj  h.i;  affcnt  to  fuch  bills,  and 
rh;  Cyrjifinffioners,  of  courfe,  h..ive  no  (life  ret  ion.iry  power. 
If  r:.  .  :or",  wf;,  as  a  Ho'ife  of  Commons,  in  conjuniSkioa 
vv.  Ij  :'i:ot)ji;r  i  !ouf«:  of  Parhimienti  grant  a  fimilar  com-* 
jmiW'ti),  d  >  v/c  not,  in  f;ic?i,  out  ("elves  g^ive  liie  Royal  Afleht 
to  r^ur  own  net  r— III  otlicr  woids  WC  ^.x^ue,  v\vvyX\N^i>\\\\^\V 
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^'ron^  to  give  itourfelres  dirctSlly,  but  wc  will  appoint Com^ 
thiffiontfrs  to  aA  for  ns.     Such  was  the  monftrous  and  un- 
ionftitiittonal  proceeding  which  we  were  about  to  adopt,  and- 
df  the  danger  of  fuch  a  precedent  they  ought  to  be-  aware. 
The  precedents  which  had  been  brought  before  them,  on 
riiat  occafion,  ought  to  p^  them  oi>  their  guard,  left  they 
themfelves  Ihould  fumifh  pofteritr  with  a  leflbn,  which 
might  one  day  prove  fatal  to  the  (jonftitution. — What  was 
the  A&n  ofStravr,  which  they  were  now  going  to  create  but 
ST  creature,  a  thing,  formed  with  their  own  breath,  to  give  a 
colour  to  a  meafure,  to  which  he  would  be  boJd  to  fay,  the 
hiftory  of  this  country  did  not  afford  a  parallel  ?— As  to  the 
preCe&nt  of  the  Revolution,  which  had  been  dwelt  upon  fo 
inuchy  he  faw  nothing  in  the  declaration  of  William  and 
Mary,  that  was  not  founded  on  the  true  principles  of  the 
Cohftitution  as  by  law  eftablilhed — That  declaration,  which 
was  afterwards  incorporated  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  always 
fuppofeS)  and  proceeds  upon  that  fuppofition,  that  the  three 
Eftates  are  perfe£l  and  entire.     If,  therefore,  he  faid  any 
thiitg  in  the  former  debate  which  could  for  a  moment  imprels 
any  ff^ntleman  with  the  idea  that  he  had  maintained  fuch  a 
doctrine  as  that  fupported  by  the  honourable  and   learned 
gftntleman  (the  Solicitor  General)  he  begged  to  take  that  op- 
portunity of  declaring,  that  he  muft  have  been  mifunderftood. 
To  the  amendment^  he  ihould  moft  readily  give  his  vote, 
regarding  //as  the  only  mode  by  w]iich,on  the  prefent  emer-* 
gency,  they  could  aft  legally.     They  were  now  aflemhled 
to  fupply  the  defe£t  which  the  unf'^rtunate  diforder,  under 
iiirhich  His  Majefty  laboured,  had  occafioned  in  the  executive 
]>oWer — and  the  queftion  was,  what  was  the  form  they  were 
to  adopt  ?  At  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  Parliament  had 
addreflfed  King  William  to  affume  the  reins  of  Government; 
and  was  that  meafure  (he  would  aflc)  ever  confidered  as 
hoflile  to  any  one  principle  of  the  Conllitution  ? — ^Why  th*  n, 
do  'we  not  follow  that  precedent,  and  by   addrcfling  tbe 
Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon  him  the  Regency  during  the 
indifpofirion   of  his  Royal  Father,    fave  ourielves  and  our 
poft'etity  from  the  horrid  principle  of  virtually  declaring, 
that  an  atSl  of  legiflation  may  be  exercifed  by  the  Lords  and 
Commons  at  a  time  when   the  third  Eftate  is  incompleat  ? 
.With  regard  to  what  he  had  heard  of  limiting  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  Regent,  whatever  his  opinion  might  be  on  that 
fobjeiS,  tlie  prefent  was  not  the  proper  time, for  fuih  an  in- 
vrftigation;     It  had  been  faid,  if  a  queftion  of  this  nature 
Wete  to  be  bnwight  forward,  it  would   be  done  more  con- 
ftitutionally,   and  with    equal    efii'^,     when   the   Regent 
could  diflblve  the  ParJiamrnt,    and  defat   i\\e  \Vkt^x\U<^v.% 
But  the  fffeJi  was  abf\;ird.     Wis  it  poflibl^  to  \m  q\u^  v>x  -a^ 
Vol-  XXV.  T  vvv^^^ 


g8  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1788. 

time  when  there  was  not  a  fingle  fhilling  voted  for  carrying 
on  the  meafures  of  Government,  nor  a  iingle  fupply  grant- 
ed, a  Regent,  in  that  fituation,  would  venture  to  difllolve  his 
Parliament ;  or,  indeed  could  any  perfon  prove  fo  weak  and 
fliort  fjghted  as  to  advife  fuch  a  meafure  ?  The  difTolutiou  of 
Parliament  was  a  part  of  the  Royal  pferogative,  which  haj 
always  been  exercifed  with  much  delicacy  and  difcretioi^ 
even  by  the  Sovereign  himfelf.     How  much  more  cautioBS 
then  muft  a  Regent  be  in  touching  a  privilege  of  a  nature 
fo  facred,  efpecially  in  circumftances  like  the  prefent,  wlien 
we  all  anxioufly  look  forward  to  the  time  when  Heaven  jtaay 
hear  tlie  prayers  of  an  atFeclionate  and  loyal  people^  and 
again   leflore  their  Sovereign  to  the  throne?   It  wo«ld  be 
one  of  their  firft  confiderations  to  decree  fuch  meafores  as 
were  moft  likely  to  bring   about  that  happy  event  by  cf 
fedlually  protedHng  the  Royal  Perfon  from  the  poffibility  of 
danger,  and  that  he  might  re-affume  the  fceptre  the  nnoment 
he  was  capable  of  wielding  it. — He,    therefope,    certainly 
thought  that  the  care  of  the  Royal  perfon  fhould  not  be 
vefted  in  the  Regent,  whoever  he  was;  fuch  a  facred  truft 
ihould  be  watched  with  the  moft  jealous  eye,  ai\i  guarded  by 
the  moft  vigilant  and  faithful  arm. — In  coacluiion.  Lord 
NortTi  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  {he  obferved)  by  the  moderation,  and  the  for- 
bearance of  his  conduft  on  that  occafion^  had  eminently 
diftinguiflied  himfelf,  and  in  a  peculiar  degree  became  in- 
titled  to  the  confidence  and  to  the  afFedion  of  the   Houfe. 
With  what  indignation  then  muft  they  fee  r.ny  attempt  to 
deprive  that  illuftrious  perfon  of  any  of  thofe  privileges.of 
which  he  has  proved  himfelf  to  be  fo  worthy: — Was  it 
meant  to  parcel  out  the  Royal  Prerogative  like  an  auftioneer 
in  lots,  in  order  to  difpofe  of  the  Pv-egency  on  the  eafieft 
terms?  The  Houfe  could  not,  in  their  prefent  circuraftanceSi 
proceed  in  any  other  mode  than  by  addrefs—  if  they  adopted 
tjie  meafure  propofed  in  the  Refolufion  as  originally  meved» 
they  would  fi\ake  the  fabric  of  the  Conftitution  to  the  centre. 
Lord  Fidding  fupported  the  ameiridment. 
Mr.  Fox.       Mr.  i^j^faid,  that  he  would  ttreat  the  important  fubjecfe 
before  ihe  Houfe  in  as  fliort  a  manner  as  poffible,  but  if  he 
fiioiiul  he  obliged  to  detain  thera'for  any  length  of  time,  they 
muft  impute  it  as  much  to  th'j  edfaraordinary  doftrines  whieh' 
had  been  thrown  out  this  nighTt,  as  to  the  anxiety  which  hfc 
mio^ht  liave  to  prefs  his  owa  opinions  upon  their  obliging; 
attention.     I^e  wiflied  to  hate  had  an  opportwiityof  fpeak- 
ing  immediately  after  the  h^nonrahle  and  learned  gentleman 
(Sir  John  Scott)  whofedofirrines   had  ftruck  him  as  liighly 
jjroiiiiHent  witli  the  conctuiions  wliich  he  had  drawn  trciai 
them;    kiul  vvbor^  \^hob  iia"m  oIl  wei)Ao\\\vY^o\\  \\^a  t;i^\«a  ". 
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^as,  in  his  mind,  enveloped  in  a  nice  kind  of  legal  metar 
phyiicsy  admirably  calculated  to  confound  the  plain  under* 
Handing  of  unlearned  men,  but  which,  ^wlien  dripped  of  its 
-jtoVering,  would  appear  to  be  totally  inapplicable  to  the  fub- 
Jed.  There  were  two  pofitions  of  the  honourable  and 
karned  gtatleman  which  he  particularly  defired  to  recall  to 
the  memory  of  the  Houfe,  and  which  in  all  that  he  fliould 
1)ave  occafion  to  dwell  upon,  he  begged  gentlemen  to  bear  io 
mind,  and  carry  with  thera.  The  firft  was  a  general  maxim 
implying,  **  That  the  power  which  neceffity  creates  neceflity 
liiiiits." — The  fecond  was,  "  That  in  this  and  »ery  other  ex- 
igency, the  two  Houfesof  Parliament  were  bound  tofearch  for, 
difcover,  and  a<3  by  what  is  the  law,  accordingto  the  forms  of 
the  Conftitution/' — ^Thefe  two  principal  points  in  the  ho- 

.  nourable  and  learned  gentleman's fpeech  he  wiflied  to  carrv  in 
his  tniridi  and  to  reafon  from  ;  and  adling  upon  the  hit  of 
tliefedodrines,  he  agreed,  that  it  was'a  fundamental  duty  to  en- 
quire and  afcertain  thediAindlion  between  the  powers  of  the 
Houle  in  what  they  could  do  by  refolution  and  addrefs,  and 
who  they  could  do  by  bill ;  that  is  to  fay,  what  they  could 
do  as  a  complete  and  diftinft  proceeding  of  their  own,  inde- 
pendent of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  what 
they  could  do,  as  making  a  part  of,  and  in  conjunftioii  with 
the  ofher  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  That  this  was  their 
duty  he  perfeftly  agreed  with  the  hgnourable  and  learned 
gentleman ;  and  he  was  equally  difpofed  with  him  to  hold 
'facred  and  to  regard  the  forms  of  the  Conftitution :  but  he 
held  them  facred  only  in  fo  far  as  they  were  the  outguards 

'and  proteilors  of  the  mcin  body  of  theConftitution.  The 
moment  that  they  ceafed  to  be  the  guardians,  and  became 
the  betrayers,  he  could  no  longer  venerate  the  forms,  but 
miift  inftantly  refer  to  the  fubftance  and  eflrnce  of  the  Con- 
ilitution.  It  a  violent  infringement  fli9uld  he  made  on  any 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  fyftem  which, they  all 
profefled  to  revere,  and  this  attack  were  made  under  the 
ipecious  difguife  of  tlie  optward  forms  of  the  Conftitution 
which  it  was  intended  to  undermine,  could  he  hcfitate  for  a 
moment  which  party  he  was  to  take,  that  of  the  forms,  or 

.  that  of  the  fubftance  ?  There  could  not  be  a  moment's  delay, 
and  he  therefore  in  the  prefent  difcuflion  felt  it  to  be  his  firft 
duty  to  enquire  whether  the  meafures  now  pr  pofed  were 
not  in  diredl  hoftility  to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution, 

"  while  by  mi ferable  juggle  and  a  fraud  they  pretended  to  be 
con/iftent  with  the  forms. 

'  For  his  own  part,  he  fliould  conceive,  that  in  the  prefent 
exigency  there  were  three  courfes  to  be  purfuv.d,  of  which, 
whether  that  propofcd  in  the  amendment  b'^  l\\e  \\ov\o>3i\"aNA^ 
gentleman  (Mr^Dempiler)  might  be  lU^  be&  oi  tvox.,  xJwax. 

X     2  ^tO^O^^^r 


J4b  PARLIAMENTARY  A»i7«|. 

profpofedby  tbejright  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.Pitt)  «eii 
snanifeftly  the  worft.     This  he  thought  be  ihould  -be  abb 
to  make  evident,  taking  the  matter  up  on  hkowji  groualf-p 
the  hollow,  miferable,  and  defecStive  ground  of  precedcot 
That  of  King  Henry  VI.  had  been  moft  particujaifly  infifbd 
t>n.     Now,  though  he. could  not  allow  that  the  4;(Einoritj  of 
•a  King,  with  the  temporary  incapacity  from   difeafe,  wcff 
Analogous,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  examine  the  precedent' 
iof  Htnry  VI.  :and  compare  it  with  the  prefent.     Qn  the 
death  of  Henry  V.  a  c^mmiffion  was  iflued  under  theGresft- 
Seal,  appointing  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  to  the  JRegeijcti 
with  full  powers  to  exercife  the  Royal  authority,    and  to 
life  his  difcretionfully  and  freely  intruflforthe^minorJCing. 
■By  this  iirft  ftep,  the  third  Eftate  was  reftored  .before  ]dwB 
twoHoufes  took  upon  them  to  do  any  one  a£l  in  theihape 
cff  legiflation,  and  the  Regent  being  tlius  vefled  with  As 
"full  exercife  of  the  prerogative,  the  Parliament  was.  able  ta 
confirm  by  one  a£t  the  firft  meafure  of  the  ifluing  of  tte 
commiffion.     If  that  proceeding  had  been  followed  in  .tbe 
prefcnt  cafe,  fboukl  our  Situation  have  been  the  iaiiie  as  it 
then  was,  or  as  it  would  be  if  the  meafure  propofed  by  the 
Tight  honourable  gentleman  were  adopted?   By  that  njca- 
fure,  it  was  propofed,  that,  inftead  of  the  lineal. fucceflbr, 
invefted  with  full  difcretion,  the  two  Houfes.ihould  nomh 
nate  and  inveft  a  creature  of  their  own,  not  with  diicre- 
tionary  power,  but  with  a  minifterial  authority  to  affit  tbe 
Great  Seal  to  whatever  they  fhould  chufe  to  pafs.     Tbepre- 
cedent  of  Henry  VI.. militated  direcSly  againft  the  courfe    j 
now  propofed*     That  precedent  clearly  went  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  next  lineal  fucceflbr  to  the  Crown,  and  to  hit 
inveftment  with  all  the  fundions  of  Royalty,  whereas,  .tie 
j^ropofed  courfe  was.  to  fetup  an  intermediate  perfon,  out  of 
the  line  of  fuccefSon,  and  to  take  from  him  all  difcretiop* 
The  abfurdity   of  this  proceeding   was  equal   to  its  inde- 
cency.     This  creature  of  the  two  Houfes  was  to  be  bound 
to  give  the  Royal  aflent.     Was  it  ever  heard  of,  or  ima- 
gined before,  that  there  could  be  a  power  of  giving  a|I%at 
without  a  power  alfo  of  diflenting  ?  The  very  term  depiofi- 
ftrated  the  abfurdity.     A  perfon^s  confenting  to  a  thing  evi- 
dently implied  that  he  had  the  power  not  toconfent.     There 
was  a  perfon  to  be  fet  up  without  power,  without  difcreticn, 
■  and  yet  this  pageant  was.  to  give  the  form  of  a  parliamentary 
aft  to  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houfes.     By  the  prece- 
dent in  thj  commencement  of  the  reign  of  HenryVLtbe 
Regent  was  invefted  with  the  power  of  the  Royal  nejp^ive, 
/  aitd  with  the  correfponding  and   efiential  powers  of  ,p0>* 

rogaingy  or  diflblving,  and  of  cot\ve\:>in^  Parliaments.    By 
thb,  in  tli€  firft  inllancej  tVve  tbreetft.^u^wii^  \t&xyraLv5\ 
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their  ^yeral  lunflions,  9nd  the  Parliament  being  made^om* 
Difite,  they  were  abljS,  by  an  a£l  oif  legiflaiion,  to  juftify  and 
mg^lizfi  the  Qieafure  by  which  they  were  thus  eftabliflie^, 
Xoe  precedent  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  then,  pointed  out  to  the 
fioutt  tbefe.two  important  fads:  i.  That  the  power  was 
£1X00^  ii  the  firft  inftance,  to  the  next  in  fucceffion  to  the 
fuco^ffXim  aAd  jn  this  nomination,  the  full,  abfolute  authority 
cif^tbe  oQverign  was  entrufted  to  him.  2.  That,  though  af- 
tfirw^ds  Umitiiitions  were  put  to  the  Duke's  exercife  of  the 
j>i;er9gative,  the  limitations  were  made  in  full  Parliament, 
jwben  the  Dyke  conftituted  t;he  third  Eilate,  and  when,  from 
Vsach  of  the  bills  reftraining  his  aythority,  ,he  might  have 
.withholden  hh  aifent* 

TheCe  two  hiftorical  fa£ls  were  contained  In  tliis  precedent, 
and  though  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  afterwards  compbined 
^ofth^Jimitations  which  were  made,  his  complaint  was  un- 
jul^  jfince  they  were  made  with   his  known  confent.     He 
.was  by  no  means  of.  pinion,  that  the  precedent  of  Henry  the 
SipEtb  would  hear  him  out  as  a  guide  which  they  ought  to 
follow.:  but,  tnere  was  one  point  which  it  forcibly  demon- 
firated,  that  in  vefting  the  Royal  antliority  in  the  next  in 
fucceffion,  our  anceftors  clearlv  underftood  that  they  were 
-a^ing.confiftently  with  the  fpi»^it  of  the  Conftitution.     '1  he 
^particulars  of  the  cafe  were  curious.     On  the  deatli  of  Hen- 
ry.the  Fifth,  the  Bifhop  of  Durham,  then  Lord  Chancellor, 
^dellvfired  the  Gre^t  Seal  into  the  hands  of  the  infant  King, 
then  .nine  months  old,  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  of  his 
own  authority,  delivered  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Mafter  of  * 
,tljp  Rolls,  by  whom  it  wasufed.     This  was  rather  a   ftrong 
^nieafure  ;.and  yet  in  the  Parliament  which  fucceeded,  altliough 
,;k&8  of  indtnmity  were  pafled  for  almoft  every  other  mea* 
fure,  yqt  no  aft  of  indemnity  was  pafled  for  this;  fo  con- 
vinced were  our  anceftors  of  that  day,  of  the  propriety  of 
vefting  the  Royal  authority  in  the  next  line  of  fucceflion. 

Upon  this  occafion  lie  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
.  could  not  put  any. value  on  the  fubfequent  afls  of  the  Par- 
liament of  that  miferable  reign.     They,  who  proceeded  to 
j^ilgths  fo  aftonilliingiy  ahfurd  as  to  declare  the  minor  fong 
^. fit' to  reign  at  the  age  of  eight,  and  again  at  the  age  of  nine, 
and  who  declared  him  incapable  to  reign  when  he  came  to 
the  age  of  thirteen,  could  not  be  referred  to  as  models,  ei- 
ther, of  wifdojm  .or  confiftency;  but  this  he  aflerted,  that  .all 
.their  proceedings  tended  to  Ihew,  that  though  they  would  not 
.'make   fox  his  .argument,  they  were   diredly  and  ftrongly 
.  againft  that  of  the  right  lionourahle  gentleman. 

Previous  to  his  invert igation  of  the  other  precedents,   he 
itnjft   ftate,  that  taking  them  altogether,  they  fcrved  to  di- 
,Yjde  the  fubj^dl  in  two  paits^  and  to  clucidaLle  t^o  wt^xxxxA 
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points,  as  principles  of  the  Conftitution.  !•  That  no  OHa 
ever  was  to  hold  the  Regency  in  truft  for  the  Crown,,  bat 
the  next  in  fucceffion.  And,  2.  That  no  man  was  to  faoU 
it  but  with  the  powers  incidental  to  the  office ;  that  it,  with  , 
the  powers  conftitutionally  belonging  to  the  Crown.  Thafe 
two  principles  the  precedents  all  contributed  to  demonftrate 
and  ftrongly  inculcate,  except  in  cafes^s^rhere  the  adheiendl 
to  them  was  impraiSlicable.,  Was  there  in  the  prefent  etiier- 
gency  any  reafon  for  departing  from  this  fafe  and  conftitn- 
tional  courfe  ?  And  yet,  what  was  the  meafure  to  be  purfued) 
A  commiflion  was  to  be  granted  to  aperfon,  not  to  thePrtflce 
of  Wales;  not  to  any  branch  of  the  Royal  Family;  and 
by  this  commiflion,  this  perfon  was  to  be  created  into  thte 
third  EAate  of  the  realm,  without  poflefling  one  of  the  fane- 
tions  of  that  Eftate. 

Would  the  advocates  of  fuch  meafures  take  upon  them« 
felves  to  afcertain  whether  the  two  Houfes  Rad  any  fuch 
power,  which  they  could  derive  either  from  precedent,  from 
analogy,  from  the  letter,  or  from  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftltu* 
tion  ?  No  point  could  be  more  diftinft,  and  more  clearly  de- 
fined, than  the  powers  and  proceedings  ot  the  two  Houfes, 
taken  individually,  and  the  powers  and  proceedings  of  the 
three  Eftates  in  conjundion  ;  and  yet,  in  all  the  agitation  of 
this  matter,  they  had  been  induitrioufly  confounded.  In 
fpeaking  therefore  of  their  feparate  powers,  he  would  diftin- 
guifh  between  them  thus :  When  fpeaking  of  the  two  Houfes 
by  themfelves,  he  would  call  them  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament ;  when  fpeaking  of  the  three  Eftates,  in  their  ample 
form,  he  would  call  them  the  Legiftature.  It  would  not 
be  denied,  it  would  not  be  difputed.  that  the  powers  of  thefe 
bodies  were  compleatly  diftin6l,  and  they  furely  were  not  to 
draw  precedents  from  the  afts  of  the  Legiflature  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  tlvo  Houfes.  Yet,  all  the  precedents  on 
which  they  were  now.called  upon  to  proceed,  were  afts  of  the 
Legiflature;  and  they  were  not  to  be  conf;dered,  at  this  mo- 
ment, as  any  otHer  than  a  convention  of  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament.  As  they  were  not  the  Legiflature,  they  weie  not 
to  look  for  precedents  of  the  Legiflature.  They  could  be^ 
ftru£ted  only  by  precedents  in  the  proceedings  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  when  deprived  of  the  third'EfVate.' 

Moft  undoubtedly  the  convention  at  the  .Revolution  Wis 
the  only  place  to  which  they  could  truly  look  foriuch  a 
precedent.  On  this  fuhjedt  he  wiflied  to  be  clearly  under- 
llood.  If  the  diftindtion  which  he  drew  ia  this  cafe  was  ca- 
pricious and  unfounded,  he  would  throw  himfelf  opai^to 
corredliori;  but,  it  was  adiftinflion  which  in  his  mind  had 
great  weight,  and  which  (hould  be  ferioufly  confidered,  when 
the  precedent  was  brought  to  \icat  \tv  vYv^  ^\^few\.\Tv^wcfc. 
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fie  declared  then,  that  the  cafe  of  necefEty  at  the  Revolu- 
tioti,  w^  a  neceffity  not  proceeding  from  accident,  but  from 
fcal  danger.    The  vacancy  of  the  Throne  did  not  proceed 
from  the  malady  of  the  King,  as  afflided  by  Providence, 
t&ot  from  the  violent  infringements  which  the  King  had 
made  on  the  liberties  of  the  People,  by  which  their  allegiance 
liroin  him  had  been  conftitutionally  withdrawn  ;  and  in  the 
tumult  he  had  fled  from  their  juft  vengeance.     Thus  out- 
raged and  injured,  threatened  with  a  foreign  enemy  in  fup- 
port  of  a. tyrant,  there  was  a  neceffity  in  which  all  forms 
llnuft  give  way  to  the  fubflance  and  eflfence  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion.     They  had  not  in  that  neceffity  the  choice  of  condu<£^« 
Their  firft,' bounden,  conftitutional  dut)*^,  was  to  protef): 
themfelves  againft  the  danger  which  threatened ;  and  there* 
fore,  he  aflfnmed  it  as  an  argument,  that  what  they  did  under 
the  immediate  preflure  of  this  neceffity,  did  not  and  could 
not  ap|\ly  19  the  prefent  neceffity.    Why  ?  Becaufe  the  ca- 
fes were  in  no  degree  parallel.     Our  liberties  had  not  been 
jnfrii^ed  by  the  Monarch,  and  tljey  were  not  threatened  by 
any  pretender  ;  nor  did  France,  or  any  other  foreign  ftnte, 
meditate  any  attack  in  fupport  of  any  forfeited  right.     In 
the  prefent  inAance,  there  was  an  interruption  occafioned  by 
the  teniporary  derangement  of  thtf  King,  while  the  empire 
enjoyed  a  complete  pence,  and  there  was  an  Heir  Apparent 
of  ripe  age,  and  of  perfe6t  qualificatioq.     The  two  cafes  of 
neceffity  were  not  fimilar,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention, fpringing  from  the  neceffity,  did  not  apply  ;  but  he   . 
was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  every  proceeding  of  which 
theirs  could  be  referred  to  freeagency,  and  in  which  they  were 
not  ihackled  by  the  dangers  that  hirrounded  them,  did  ap- 
ply to  the  prefent  cafe.     Arguing  on  thefe  two  preliminary 
pofitions,  if  ft  fhould  be  faid  that  the  Convention  overlooked 
the  line  of  hereditary  fucceffion,  palled  over  the  claim  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  if  there  was  any  Prince  of  Wales,  and  alio 
the  right  of  Queen  Mary,  his  anfwer  would  he,  that  in  doing 
fo,  they  a£led  under  the  preffiire  of  the  neceffity,  well  know* 
ing  that  thry  could  only  preferve  to  the  Kingdom   its  liber- 
ties and  conflitution,  by  putting  the  Crown  into  the  hand  of 
a  perfon  able  to  defend  «nd  proted  them.     Their  eledtion 
of  King  William,  therefore,  he  thought  an  a(5l  of  pofitive  ne* 
ceffity,  which  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe.     The  mode 
of  their  eiedling  him  he  confidered  as  an  a6l  of  difcretion,  and 
that,  therefore,  did  apply.     King  William,  with  all  his  great 
and  glorious  quahties,  certainly  did  not  poffefs  fuch  a  know- 
ledge of  our  Conftitution,  as  to  have  had  in  his  mind   any 
preference  as  to  the  manner  in   which  the  Crown  fliould  he 
conferred  on   him.     His  education,  chiefly  m\V\tav^ .»  Oa\  tiCiX. 
Itad  h/oj  much  to  the  ditcutCion  oi  the  forms  oJ  out  ^;M;\m^«v\- 
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tary  proceeding ;  and  whether  it  came  to  hicti  by  d^c^lilraititid 
of  the  two  Houfe&y  by  addrefs,  or  by  an  ad  paffed  with  dU 
afieflation  of  legal  forms,  was  a  matter  whkh  he  fieltetei 
would  have  been  indifferent  to  him,  and  therefore  he  tool  it 
for  granted  that  the  Convention  aded  from  their  own  t6Ra 
tion.  How  did  the  1^6  HodfeS  a6t  ?  They  might  hiTc  vft^ 
dered  a  n'e'w  Great  Seal  to  be  miadd ;  they  miglit  have  ereiScd 
a  pageailt ;  and  giving  to  themfelvet  the  btnpt^  form,  v^Tth^ 
but  the  reality  or  the  eflence  of  a  perfedk  Patliament,  tS^ 
might  have  committed  an  infulting  fraud,  and  in  the  meit 
mockery  of  legiflation,  have  paiTed  an  impotent  aS,  conireyin| 
to  King  William  the  Crown*  But,  knowing  and  feeling  tWi 
diftindl  powers  poflfelftd  by  the  tw6  Honfet,  and  poff:fied  by 
the  Legiflatute,  knowing  that  their  orgatis  were  diftindj  w 
that  their  proceedings  could  not  be  confounded,  nor  miibiceo 
the  one^for  the  other  ;  knowing  that  the  tPfo  HoofefteoaU 
by  their  organization,  a6t  only  by  refblutidtis  and  addrefi% 
and  that  the  Legiilatuiie  could  again  aA  only  by  bill  and  ftiv 
tute;  the  Convention  proceeded  by  that  cDurfe  ¥^hidi  mi 
c6nfiftent  with  their  funSions,  by  addrefs.  Here  Wm  afie* 
cedent  in  the  Revolution,  applicable  to  the  prefent  cxfe.  '  'M- 
drefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon  him  the  exerrife  af 
the  Royal  Authority,  and  thus  by  one  ftep  making  theLegiAh 
ture  cbfnplete,  the  cotirfe  to  be  purfued  was  ealy  and  palpft- 
ble  ;  pafs  an  a6t  to  cjuiet  the  minds  of  the 'People,  attoifa 
informality  of  the  firft  meafare.  He  further  illuftraled.tk 
analogy  of  this  part  of  the  precedent  of  the  -Revolutioh',  \m 
flating  that  the  Convention  divided  the  grievances  ofwhica  > 
they  complaiiTed  into  two  clafles  ,  i,  proceeding  from  the  I 
violation  of  the  laws,  by  the  tyranny  of  King  Jaitiea  tlieSt* 
cond,  proceeding  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  laws  to  tbepto- 
tedlion  of  the  fubjedl.  The  firft  the  two  HouCes  thought 
thetnfelves  warranted  to  d.'clare,  and  properly  confidersda 
declaration  of  their  rights  to  be  fufficient.  The  fecondtl^T 
properly  left  to  the  Legiflature,  as  knowing  that  they  cooM- 
cnlv  be  provided  for  by  remedial  laws. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore  he  felt  himfelf  warranted  to  aflert) 
that,  reviewing  thefe  two  precedents,  he  difcovered  that  the 
precedent  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  if  it  did  not  make  exaAly  for 
Inm,  made  directly  and  totally  againft  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  Thar  of  the  Revolution  clearly  and  idtel|jsib|j 
pointed  out  to  the  two  Houfes  the  meafure  of  an.  addrefs^  ii 
the  true,  conftitutional  mode  of  fupplying  the  King's  inc^ 
pacity. 

And  yet,  it  was  not  folely  by  viewing  the  Cooilituiioii  in 

Its  fpirit,  that  ^hey  were  taught  to  avoid  the  monfiroai  <nror 

vf  the  two  Ilojifes  attempting  to   Icgiflate.     The  lath  of 

Cluirles  the  Second  exp\eflV^   Aec\Mev\^  xWx.  \V\c^  viro  Hnafes, 

could  nor  nia]:e  laws  vsf\l\vouX.  vVv^  ¥^^^^^.    0\\\  \i>iX^  U^^ 
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honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  tl:is  Aatute  could  not 
apply  ;  for  the  King  though  rendered  incapable,  had  ftill, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  all  his  prJitical  capacity,  and  the 
Throne  was  to  all  intent*?  and  purpofes  full.  1  tie  Throne 
being  full,  but  the  King  incapable,  what  were  they  to  do  ? 
To  appoint  a  perfon  wlio  wa.>  to  give  the  Royal  Aflent  to 
bills  to  be  palled  ?  Indeed  !  How  was  this  perfon  to  know 
the  Royal  pleaiure  ?  Was  he  to  go  to  Kew,  to  apply  to  the 
Royal  rerfon,  whom  Providence  had  deprived  of  the  power 
of  aflent  or  diflent  ?  Human  reafon  revolted  from  the  ab- 
furdity.  Was  there  a  permanent  authoritative  Council  to 
which  he  could  apply  ?  None.  Could  he  exercife  his  own 
will?  No;  he  was  deprived  of  all  difcretion.  To  whom 
then  only  could  he  apply  ?  To  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment that  gave  him  being ;  and  thus  we  had  a  monfter  un- 
known, unheard  of  in  our  hiftory.  We  had  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  that  proceeded  firft  to  legiflare,  and  then  to  a6t. 
Had  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  been  the  Soli- 
citor-General, inftead  of  Sir  Oliver  St.  John,  he  would  not 
have  felt  himfelf  at  any  lofs  to  legalize  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  long  Parliament ;  he  would  have  iflued  a  commifiion^ 
and,  by  the  creation  of  a  pageant,  have  atfixed  the  Great 
Seal  to  each  of  the  ordinances,  and  having  fo  done,  he  would 
have  exclaimed,  here  are  perfect  ftatutes  according  to  law  ! 
But,  the  King's  name  could  not  be  ufed  againft  the  King's 
Authority  ;  and  fetting  up  a  man  of  ftraw,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  limiting  the  prerogitive,  was  in  faft  and  truth  an 
infringement  and  outrage  of  the  Royal  Authority. 

He  did  not  mean  to  combat  the  dcflrine,  that  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  were  competent,  by  relblution  or  ad- 
drefs,  to  fupply  the  prefent  deficiency  :  hut  he  fhouKi  beg 
leave  lo  con: end,  that  if  they  proceeded  farther,  if  they  af- 
fumed  to  thcmfelves  powers  which  belonged  to  the  1  egilla- 
ture,  and  proceeded  to  legiflate,  the  Judges  woulil  laugh  at 
their  a£ls;  there  was  not  a  Court  in  wliich  they  would  he 
recognized,  nor  a  corner  cf  the  Kingdom  in  which  they 
would  have  the  efficiency  of  law.  Declare  the  right,  or  the 
propriety  of  the  Prince's  taking  on  liini  the  exercife  of  the 
Royal  Authority  ;  or  addrefi  him  in  diredt  terms  to  affume 
it ;  and  Parliament  will  be  enabled  Inftantly  to  put  on  its 
I^iflative  authority.  Then  there  will  be  a  third  Lftate,  and 
the  executive  power  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  that  perfon 
who  is  moft  concerned  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Monarchy  ; 
and  who,  by  every  claim  of  lineage,  of  hereditary  tide,  cf 
inter<sft,  of  conftituional  pre  eminence,  is  pointid  out  on 
the  emergency  to  be  the  Regent  during  the  incapacity  of 
his  Royal  father.  If  inflead  of  this,  they  "proceeded  to  ti\^- 
tnmorphofe  thcmfelves  into  the  forifk  ot  >Yve  \.t^\*JLVNX.\\x^> 
"what  was  thrre  bvt  their  own  ttmp^iAvu^  a^  ^  fec\x\\\%  ^c>'t 
Vol.  XXV.  U  v\w^ 
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jLlie  moft  unponflitutional  outrages  ?  While  t^iey  £on^iae4 
themfelves  within  the  limits  of  their  tru^  aathorjityKThi^ 
vifiVG  fafe — The  moment  they  went  farther,  jeopardy  att^oA 
ed  every  ftep,  and  there  w^s  no  forefeeing  what  violence  ^al 
error  might  enfue. 

All  this,  faid  the  honourable  and  learned  gentlem^n^  w^g 
fine ;  but,  during  the  life  of  the  King,  there  was  qo  perlbi[i 
that  could  have  aright. — ^Then,  why  did  they  prefume  (9 
confer  this  right  on  the  Lord  Chancellor  ? — «<  Oh,  they  hjid 
<*  a  right,"  continued  the  honourable  and  learned  gentljeouyau 
<<  to  make  the  Cliancellor  do  what  they  pleafed,  and  to  aqt 
•*  according  to  their  will — but,  they  had  no  power,  to  p^jr- 
"  mit  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  aft  accordin|;  to  hi?  will,"  jSjf 
this  doftrine,  they  had  the  power  to  appoint  themfelvci  Re- 
gents, but  no  power  to  appoint  the  Heir  Apparent*  MpO' 
Arous  and  indecent  incongruity  ! 

Upon  this  occafion,  he  fhould  freely  admit^  th9t  by  ^- 
dreffinjg  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upojn  him  the  exerci^ 
of  Royal  Authority,  they  did  an  informal  aft — but  it  3^as  an 
aft  which  the  neceffity  was  fuflBcient  to  juftify— y-X©  nftalq? 
the  Chancellor  put  the  great  feal  was  alfo  informal*  Let  tbp 
two  aftsbe  examined.  Po  the  firft,  and  thePriiicc  inftant" 
ly  holds  the  Parliament — the  Legiflature  is  cqihplete,  aq4 
the  informal  aft  is  made  a  law. — If  the  Chancellpr  puts  the 
great  feal  to  whatever  bill  the  two  Houfes  fhall  paw,  not  a 
ftep  is  gained ;  for  this,  in  its  very  nature,  is  uncpi^ftitjD* 
tional  and  inefficient ; — you  propofe  one  means,  we  proppfe 
another.  Our  proportion  inftantly  re-produce.s  Legiflat^, 
your*s  a  monfter  unknown  to  the  Conftitutioi).  We  do  all 
that  the  neceffity  requires — you  do  infinitely  more;  and  bece 
w^  come  to  the  maxim,  that  the  power  which  neceffity  creates 
neceffity  alfo  limits.  We  do  but  one  informal  aft — you  iwo 
pr  more.  You  proceed  to  chufe  an  incpnv^uient  Regent  f<y 
the  purpofe  of  getting  at  the  convenient  Regent,  whom  we 
reach  at  once.  We  proceed  to  limit  his  power,  Ifitmuft 
be  limited,  legally,  when  the  Legiflature  is  complete.  .  You 
proceed  to  do  this,  when  there  exifts  in  the,  couftlry  no 
power  that  is  competent  to  the  meafure.  You  do  that  hy  a 
fraud  and  a  fiftion,  which  we  do  conflitutionally  and  iegafly* 
We  do  that  with  the  perfeft  organs  of  the  Legiflature,  iyfaidi 
you  cannot  do  without  breaking  through  the  real  funftiQas 
of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

And  now,  added  Mr.  Fox,  I  proceed  to  make  fome  obier- 
vations  on  the  words  of  the  refolutlon,  and  then  fliortlj  to 
conclude.  I,  in  the  courfe  of  this  long  difcuffion,  thr^w  put 
my  opinion,  that  d  right  attached  to  the  perfon  of  the  Heir 
Apparent,  to  exercife  the  funft ions  of  Royalty,  durltig  the 
ji7CJ/wciry  of  the'Ki.ng,  and.  that  the  two  Houfes Jfhould  rc- 
cpffiuze  this  t\ghty.  and  put  hiviv  \vi  ^o&itvo\v  ol  \v  ^"^ 
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two  Honitfs,  on  this,  c^me  to  a  refoiution,  that  they  alon* 
jRjdefleki  the  right  of  noitiinating  to  the  Regency,  but,  at 
tiler  fame  time,  they  thought  the  Prince  the  moft  proper  per- 
Ibii  to  be  appoitlted.  Well  then,  bowing  to  their  detifion, 
gb  on,  remarked  Mn  Foic,  and  appoint  the  Prince.  What 
is  th6  anfWer,  as  contained  in  the  fpirit  of  the  next  Refoiu- 
tion ?  T h^y  have  no  right.  They  cannot  appoint  him. 
They  muft  firtt  do  what  never  was  done  in  the  hiftory  of 
tnc  country ;  they  muft  firft  declare  themfelves  to  be  the 
Xieeiflature.  Thus  they  make  a  declaration  of  right  purely 
sh^TzSt ;  and  having  made  it,  they  fhrink  from  the  exercilc 
of  ih6  right  they  have  arrogated.  They  kick  down  the  lad- 
<fer  by  wnich  they  mounted  to  the  Throne. 

,  In  conclufion,  Mr.  Fox  warned  the  Houfc  againft  the 
adoption  of  glaring  and  fpecious  pretexts,  by  which,  under 
the  colour  of  original  principles,  they  were  to  aflume  powers 
inconfilient  both  with,  their  organization  and  well  being,  in 
order  to  do  a<^s  not  called  for  by  neceflity,  and  which  were 
calcalated  to  uAdermine  the  pillars  of  the  Conftitution.-^ 
f  here  was  no  way  fo  certain  of  bringing  the  popular  branch 
#f  the  L^flature  into  popular  odium,  «is  to  make  it  deviate 
from  the  precife  path  marked^out  for  it  in  the  Conftitution, 
and  ftray  within  the  limits  of  the  other  two,  whom  it  was  his 
duty  to  watch,  but  never  to  invade. 

.  Mr»  Chancellor  Pitt  lamented,  that  any  circumftance,  Mr.  Chat 
more  efpecially  that  of  ill  health,  (hould  have  prevented  the  ceiior  I'it 
right  honourable  gentleman  from  delivering  his  fentiments 
as  fully  and  forcibly  as  he  bimfelf  could  have  wifhed.  It 
wa^butjuftice  to  own,  that  through  the  whole  of  his  rea^ 
foning^  he  had  avoided  every  appearance  of  afperity  or  un- 
necefiary  warmth,  and  purfued  it  with  that  candour,  per- 
fpicuity,  and  ftrength,  which  was  likely  to  give  the  greateft 
poflible  weight  to  his  argument.  He  was,  neverthelefs,  not 
afraid  of  following  him,  and  i|iswing,  that  the  grounds  on 
i^hicli  he  had  propofed,  and  flill  fupported  the  Refoiution, 
^erefuch  as  Would  bear  it  out,  whether  reference  were  had 
to  precedents  and  praftice,  or  to  the  principles  of  the  Confti- 
t^tion.  He  could  not  help  remarking  the  fingular  and  con- 
rradidloty  manner  in  which  the  precedents  had  been  treated. 
In  the  firft  inftance;  they  had  been  pronounced  to  be  wholly 
irrelevafit  and  inapplicable;  and  now,  they  had  been  ad* 
mitted  as  authorities,  hot  merely  in  point  ngaiiift  the  mode 
^  of  [iroctieding  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  as  the 
moft  conftitutional  and  the  moft  eligible,  but  as  clearly 
I^toving  and  eftablifhing  the  dirc<5  contrary.  To  expofc  the 
iticdnfiftency  of  fuch  a  mode  of  arjvument,  it  was  only  ne- 
c-flary  to  ftate  for  what  piirpofes  they  had  been  \>toiv\c^\, 
by  which  it  would  appe^ir  how  fjr,  whether  *u\A\N\AviA\^  <av 
coHedivcly  taken,  they  aofwered  thoie  purvoWiS*     TVvt>}  \va^^ 
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beetr  produced,  in  the  firfl  place,  tofhew,  that,  in  all  cafes  of. 
interruption,  or  fufpenfion  of  the  executive  governineiit,  the 
right   of  providing  a  remedy  was  in    the  two   remaiEiing;. 
branches  of  the  Legiflature ;  and,  in  the  fecond  place,  that* 
in   infancy  or  infirmity  of  the  Sovereign,  the  will  of  die 
King,  had,  always^  in  form  of  law,  been  made  the  infim- 
ment  of  fanftioning  the  a£ls  rf  the  execntive  power,  by. 
whomfoever  advifed  or  direfted.     In  this  manner,  by  a  Com*. 
ijiiffion  under  the  Great  Seal,  had  Parliaments  in  fuch  cafes/ 
been  called  together  in  former  times,  as  appeared  by  the  pre^ 
cedents,  and  their  a£is  were  fan£lioned  by  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity,   although  the  King  was  incapable  of  exercifing  any 
judgement,  difcretion,  or  will  of  his  own.     The  prefent  Par-' 
liament  was  more  regular  in  point  of  form,  in  as  much  as  it' 
wanted  no  fuch  power  to  call  it  together,  being  legally  fum- 
moned  and  aflembled  without  it.      Ihe  right,  honourable 
gentleman  had  argued,  that  this  power  of  putting  the  Great 
Seal  to  a  CoromiSion  for  calling  a  Parliament,  when'lhero' 
was  none,  was  fo  much  confidered  as  the  right  of  the  firft' 
Prince  of  the  Blood,  in  cafes  of  the  minority  of  the  Kiiig, 
tn\t  it  hat  not  even  been  thought  necellary  to  grant   an  in«  • 
demnity  for  having  done  it,  and  coniequently  it  muft   have 
been  confi'ered  as  p  legaFadl:.     The  firlt  part  of  the  reien  of 
Henry  the  Sixth  ihewed  that  he  was  miftaken ;  for,  a  Com-- 
niiffion  for  calling  a  Parliament  at  that  time  had  been  after**' 
wards  ratified  by  Parliament ;  and,  there  were  other  inftanoes 
of  fuch  fubfequent   ratif5c?tion,    where   the  Seal' had  been- 
put  to  Commiflions  by  she  firft  Prince  of  the  Blood,     Since^ 
therefore,    from   the  general   tenour  of  rhe  precedents,  the 
right  of  providing  for  any  temporary  deficiency  in  the  exer« 
cife  of  the  executive  Goveinment,  appeared  to  have  been 
vefted  in  the  Lords  and  Commons,  as  the  reprefcntatives  of 
the  nation,  what  reafon  could  be  afligied  for  any  thing  to  be 
done  before  Parliament  proceeded  to  judgement  on  the  calie  be- 
fore them  ?  The  laws  of  the  Conftitution  (it  was  faid  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman)  had  not  been  heard  of  till  after 
the  firft  battle  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  Duke  of  York ;  and 
yet,  after  that  battle  Parliament  thought   fit  to  aiSk  in  the 
name  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  a  circum fiance  which  furely  mad*   . 
againft  his  own  argument.     He  admitted  that  the  cirCum* 
fiances  of  that  period  of  the  refolution  had  been  fairly  ftat^, 
but  he  differed  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  tlifl 
applicaiion  which  he  had  made  of  them,  and  contended,  that 
the  principle  refulting  from  the  proceedings   of  Parliament 
then  was  fuch  as  ought  to  govern  the  proceedings  at  prefent 
He  agreed;  that  what  had  been  dene  from  motives  of  policy  to 
proteiSl  the  nation  from  invafion  by  a  formidable  rival,,  sod 
to  prevent  the  return  of  the  abdicated  Monarch,  ought  to  be    ■ 
Jaid  alJdo  from  their  ccufideratlou  ixi  y^^'^^^'^  '^  ^^"^'^^  \\v^vt;^ 
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iinaininjg;  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  on  that  occafion,  had 
Dt  refttiii^ed  themfelves  to  a  hmple  Addrefs  to  the  Prince  of 
Grange  to  accept  the  Crown  ;  they  felt  not  only  that  they . 
laft  ]Yave  a  King,  hut  that  they  muft  have  a  King  on  cer- 
lif)  terms  and  conditions.  They  did  what  amounted  to  a  Le- 
flative  a£b:  they  came  to  a  retolutioh  to  fettle  the  Crown, 
3t  on  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Heirs  of  his  body,  nor 
1  the  Pnncefs  Mary  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  ;  but  on  the. 
rinCw  and  Prii  cefs  jointly,  the  authority  to  he  exercifed 
ily- by  hinu  i-^ere  it  was  evident  that  whatever  the  nc- 
flity  of  the  cafe. required  at  that  time,  the  Lords  and  Com- 
ons.pofieiled  the  power  to  provide  then,  and  that  whatever 
e  necefllry  of  the  cafe  demanded  at  prefent,  the  power  lo- 
nged to  the  Lords  and  Commons  to  fupply.  But,  al* 
ough  the  application  of  the  principle  was  denied,  the  form 
the  proceedings  was  recommended  as  a  pattern.  The  cir- 
mftances  of  the  cale  were  widely  difFer'^nt.  The  Throne 
IS  vacant  then ;  hut  it  was  full  now,  and,  therefore,  the 
Idrefs  was  not  a  precedent  in  point  ot  form. 
A  right  honourable  gentljeman  who  had  f'poken  early  in  the 
bate,  ieeiiied  unwilling  to  allow  ^hat  the  period  of  the  Ke-* 
lution  or  the  proceedings  of  that  tipe  had  any  thing  to  do 
th  the  prefent  queftion  ;  but,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
an  to  whom  he  was  replying  thought  the  Addrefs  of  both 
oufes  on  that  occafion  proper,  and  a  fit  precedent  to  lie  fol- 
ded, becaufe  by  the  1.3th  of  Charles  the  Second  they  could  not 
)t  without  the  King.  That  (latute  faid  no  more,  and  could 
sver  be  underftood  to  mean  any  more  than  that  were  there 
as  a  King,  the  Lords  and  Commons  could  do  no  legtfla- 
vc  adk  of  themfelves ;  but  it  could  not  poflibly  fuperlede 
eceffity,  and  they  did  aft  without  a  King,  becaufe  there 
rasfno  King  to  adl  with  them.  But  (lays  tlie  right  ho- 
lourable  gentleman)  they  only  did  fo  after  the  throne  was  va« 
ant.  The  King  by  attempting  to  govern  contrary  to  law, 
»y  breach  of  the  compatSl  between  the  governor  and  the  go- 
'cmed,  had  forfeited  ihe  throne,  and,  therefore,  the  two  re- 
gaining branches  of  the  Legiflature  were  called  on  to  a6l 
rom  the  neceffuy  of  the  caTe;  but,  was  the  throne  now 
acant,  or  would  any  man  venture  to  aflert  that  it  could  be  ■ 
acant  by  any  other  means  than  by  forfeiture?  And,  yet, 
le  right  honourable  gentleman  ohferved  that  there  might  be 
^fes  in  which  the  perfonal  exerciie  of  the  Royal  functions 
>ay  lie  interrupted  or  fufpenvied.  and  then  the  Lords  and 
'Ommons  have  no  power  to  aft  till  it  be  rellored,  becaufe  tlie 
3th  of  Charles  the  Second  fays  that  they  cannot.  The 
'rne  principle  whicli  juftified  the  proceedings  at  the  Revolu- 
On  muft  juftify  the  proceeding  at  the  prefent  period  ;  and 
•erefore  the  13th  of  Charles  the  Second  mig)u  as  vQ\i\\\\\N^ 
^naUeJged  againd  the  Revc\\JLl[o\\^  as  oppofeA  X.O  \a\^  V'^o^ 
^ings  under  their  deliberation. 
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"fb^  right  honourable  getitkfhan  had  alfo  b^M  plferf^tt 
afl^rt,  thdt  t^hatfoey^t  diffei^iic^  fnigh't  irife  b^ti/f^M  tfl  at' 
to  the  mode  of  proceeding  th6moft  proper  to  be  ^d{ltedl»  f U' 
iirft  ft^p  rhufi  heteflaril^  be  ihfotn^al ;  and  thit  mbi€  ara^' 
of  coQrfe,  prove  the  befl  which  can  fdoneft  do  aWsf^  the  Ink* 
formality,  and,  at  the  fame  tiftie,  conform  t6  the  h€cd6ltf: 
of  the  cafe.-^This,  Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  brought  hirti  to  did 
true |;f bunds  oh  wlifch  thequeftion  v^as  to  be  atmied,  atfl<tt 
\frhich  they  might  fairly  come  to  si  deciiion.  By  the  rM« 
honourable  gentleman  it  Was  faid,  that  the  Prince  of  Wal^ 
inight  repfefent  the  King  by  a  Commiffion  under  th6  Grat 
Seal.  This  was,  indeed,  a  nloft  fi^igular  argument  ]ArbeA  f^ 
fetred  to  the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded.  TTrt  hW 
Houfes  of  Parliament  were  to  put  themfelvei  as  fottrf  H 
[yoifible  in  a  capacity  to  legiflate,  becaufe  they  cbuld  tfdtffe- 
ceed  to  any  length  vCithout  the  Royal  authority,  Md  itiiJSdt 
arid  moft  effeflual  mode  of  doing  this,  refted  on  a  ptititifk^ 
that  any  a£^  in  the  King's  name,  without  his  kndwl6d|^  Unl 
a  coarfe  fiflion  ;  a  mere  legal  forget-y,  hot  to  be  endufw.  Hit' 
yJ^ere  really  fo,  \trhat  viras  the  Regelit  to  do  ?  Was  he  t6  afl  iir 
his  own  name  or  iti  the  Kihg's  ?  In  his  own  name  he  c^OiildlHP 
^  a£i  without  firft  dethroning  the  King,  and  iii  the  tiiti^i  naiM 

he  could  not  adl  without  fecouffe  to  this  reprdbated  fi^l6ig' 
If  gentlemen  who  argued  thus  knew  theit  bwn  pf  ihciplel,  tt/tf- 
proved  the  inhpoffibility.of  appointing  any  Regent.    .H^tift- 
then  was  the  reafoh  oF  that  t)ri[1ciple,  which  Was  fdh^5Mif 
by  the  ptadice  of  the  CohftitUtion,    and  the  fagei  df  & 
law,  which  had  been  treated  with  fo  hiuch  difrefpeiftjiri 
twifted  and  diftorted  into  fo  nianv  ftiapes  of  abfurdity  ?  Ifi 
honourable  and  learned  friend  had  truly  told  them  It  WattllaC 
fiftion  which  governed  the  proceedings  of  the  Cobrtft  'fBl' 
Juftice,  which  protfefled  their  deareft  rights  and  propefttA^  • 
and  which  refulted  from  the  hiture  of  hereditary  mbnarehjf^ 
that  principle  which  fuppofes  the  fame  power  to  pafs  inftaMlf 
in  fucceflion  from  one  perfon  to  another,  and  that  the  poli- 
tical capacity  of  the  King  is  always  entire— that  principk 
which   preferves  facrecj   and  inviolable   the   perfon   on  tte 
Throne,  and  has  protefled  it  amidft  the  imbecility  ofiri- 

'  fancy,  and  the  decrepitude  of  age.  Certain  forms  of  lai^ 
were  evidence  of  the  will  of  the  King,  and  wherever  they  a|>- 
-  peared,  fcould  not  be  averred  againft.  Of  this  ndturt  ^t. 
aflSxing  the  Great  Seal;  and  if  the  Chancellor  Were  ribW  10 
put  the  Great  Seal  to  any  a(ft,  it  could  not  be  conthadified-^ 
its  legality  could  riot  be  difputed ;  it  muft  be  received'bjf^  tK 
Courts  ot  Juftice  and  proceeded  on  as  law.  But,  the  ptf* 
fonal  imbecility  of  the  King  being  known,  and  that  he  is  in- 
capable of  giving  any  command,  the  Chancellor  would  infcilr 
fuch  per  fond  danger  by  an  afWon  o?  tV\3X  fert,  as  would  bfr* 

doubttdly  deter  any  man  Vci  \i\s  fewfc^  U^va  covMi\^<\t^%. 


J.  P    E    B    A    T    E    & 

;|b^  9utborit]r  in  the  nation  was  the  gre^t  Cpui^l  qf 
pa  i  an.d  if  th^y  thought  proper  to  Cgnify  the  will /of 
i|;,  there  w^s  no  leg^}  fi£tioi>. 
PPWparifon  pf  the  two  recomoiendcd  methods  of  prct- 

wa$  fufficieot  to  enable  them  to  .decide  which  was 
;le;  iin4  that  they  had  already  voted  it  to  he  their  rigKt 
i.r  duty  tp  p.rpy;de  for  the  teqiporary  exercife  of  the 
fp  poyirer  in  fuch  manrier  as  the  exigency  of  the  c^fe 
require.  Hiaving  recognized  their  own  authpritr, 
hey  give  authority  to  APQthcr  perfpn  ,tp  curb  them  in 
of  it  ?  Having  declared  what  their  right  and  their  duty 
>uld  they  renounce  any  part  of  that  right  and  that  duty  ? 
d  been  obferved  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
J  pcrfon  of  the  King  could  not  be  reprefented  in  far- 

un|efs  he  pofleiled  full  parliamentary  powers,  the 
»f  aff>mbling,  of  proroguing,  ^nd  of  diifolving  it. 
Me  Lord  had  gone  farther,  an^  remarked  that  he  could 
t^i«fented  in  rarliament  without  all  the  civil  and  mi- 
owers  annexed  to  the  prerogative,  and  to  reconcile  the 
to  the  granting  of  thofe  powers,  he  added,  that  tlic 
would  not  ufe  the  power  of  diflblving  the  Parliament, 
tancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  going  on  to  argue  on 
fit,  when  being  fet  right  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  not  having 
ord North's  words  correflly,  he  Taid  he  would  not  wafle 

fuch  minute  differences.  When  powers  were  once 
t  was  impoflihie  to  fay  how  they  might  be  exercifed. 
gent  might  fill  the  other  Houfe  with  new  Peers  while 
re  deliberating  whether  that  power  fhould  or  fhould 
imited.  The  powers  to  be  given  him  ought  to  be 
1,  while  the  Houfe  had  the  power  of  deliberating 
h6t.  With  many  it  was  a  doubt,  whether  very  ex- 
powers  ought  to  be  given,  during  a  (hort  Regency, 
ill  hoped,  aad  wiflied  it  might  prove ;  and,  if  they 
>neftly  as  their  duty  to  the  Sovereign,  and  regard  to 
lie  didlated,  they  would  decide  that  firft.  If  they 
herwife,  and  fhould'afterwards  on  deliberation  be  of 

that  all  the  powers  of  the  prerogative  were  not  ne- 
n  fuch  circumflances,  where  was  the  remedy,  when 
I  given  them  all  ?  To  give  any  parr  of  them,  arofe 
»ffity^  and  they  went  beyond  nrceflity,  if  they  gave 
lan  was  fufficient.  But  it  was  faid  they  might  be  li- 
fter they  were  given,  and  it  was  aiked  if  there  was 
[>t  chat  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  would 
le  Royal  Affent  to  any  limitations  which  might  be 
y  Parliament  ?  It  had  been  argued,  alfo,  as  if  the 
>ns  had  been  perpetual,  and  they  had  been  warned 
invading  the  prerogative,  in  its  defencelefs  ftatc. 
ie  iicceffity  of  exefciilng  the  prerogatWeb'S[  ^t'R.e^^v^ 
^fcj  the linntsLt'ions  would  ceafe  likewife.    ftut-ttom 
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expreffions  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  it  leemedtobB 
the  opinion  of  fome  perfons,  that  the  Sovereign  fboiild  ne- 
ver refume  the  exercife  of  the  prerogative.     If  the  full  poll- 
ers were  given  to  a  Regent,  that  circiimftance  might  haiei 
permanent  influence  during  the  life  of  the  King,  to  maka 
the  prerogative.     After  all  that  had  heen  faid  ot  coa&atiif 
to  limitations,  had  it  ever  been  acquitted  that  a'ly  rei&idida 
would  not  be  negatived  by  the  Regent  thut  would  not  be 
agreed  Jo  by  the  King  r  It  would  he  highly  iinj/roper  in  him 
to  fay  who  were  likely  to  be  the  advil'ers  of  his  Royal  Kigfc- 
nefs  as  Regent ;  he  wifhed  he  could  fo  far  diflruil  what  halj 
been   formerly    faid  by   the    right    honourable  gentkiDiB 
over  agaliifl   him,    as   to  doubt   who  were  not  to  be  liiii 
advifers.      That  right    honourable  gentleman   maiatainoj 
that  the  Crown  ought  to  have   a  conftitutional  jealonfja 
the  two  Hcufe*  of  Parliament,  and  he  would  not  pay  fo  iUtf 
fo  diflionefl  a  compliment  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  as  toagm 
to  give  him  power  as  Regent,  which  his  advifers,  whocw 
they  fhould  be,  might  induce  him  to  mifufe.     Should  ds 
Houfe  give  the  whole  power,  it  might  be  affirmed  that  Aef    [ 
went  beyond  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe;  facriticed their rig|K  : 
and  their  duty  to  theprofpeft  ofrefuming  what  they  mi^  .' 
.  not  afterwards  be  able  to  refume ;  and  violated  that  lac»  '1 
maxim  of  law  which  was  not  lightly  taken  up,  norfup|)OitEi  r' 
by  vague  authorities,  but  founded  on  the  praftice  6f  a|%  •' 
and  the  foundeft  principles  of  the  Conftitution  ' 

Mr.  Fox.      ^^*  ^^^  anfwered  that   he  had   never  averted,  that  ih  *' 
name  of  the  King  could  not  beuied  without  the  will.    f«    ' 
a  perfon  pofiefling  the  exercife  of  difcretion,  and  confeqnoiflr  '-^ 
the  power  of  aflfenting  or  difTenting,  to  ufe  it  wgis  a  laudiM   I 
fidlion  ;  but  for  a  perfon  fet  up  by  Parliament  todoaptt*!   ' 
ticular  a£l  or  acfls,  without  the  liberty  of  exercifing  difetf'    ' 
tion,  or   difTenting  if  he  th^ught  proper,  to  ufe  it  wasai 
extravagant   fidtion.     In    the   one   cafe,    there   were  tto< 
•  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  in  the  other  there  were  only  W* 
On  no   occafion  had  he  denied  the   force  of  neceffitT 
but  in  cafes  of  necefEty  they  ought  to  do  as  little  as  poffibk 
and  however  paracloxical  it  might  feem,  he  infifled,  that  b 
giving  part  of  the  prerogative,  they  did  more  than  bygi/w 
it  entire.     He  maintained  iVill,  that  no  Parliament  coaUb 
giflate,  unlcfs  the  King  On  the  Throne  has  the  power  to  » 
folve  them,  and  ciulluiged  any  lawyer  to  prove,  that^F 
•nent,  not  liable  to  diflbhuion,  can  legillate. 
:r.  Bulk:  complained,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  E: 
had  aliuded  to  fome  expreflions  of  his,  asimplyingtl 
^ould  never  recover  his  full  power,  which,  ID 
iig,   i pp. plied  no  more  than   the  uncertaint]f 
of  H\sMaVft\'^  \\\^OY^e\\Tv\^xV^ 
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^riSi  &Eefiian  declared,  that  he,  thought  ht  underflood^  Mr.  She* 
jppd  could  remove  the  doubts  that  had  been  Hated  by  fome  ridaii. 
nntlemeii  i^fpedtirig  the  effe£l  of  the  addrefs  propofed  by 
3)e  aminridknent.  It  was  conceived  by  fome^  that  by  voting 
for  the  amendment,  they  decided  on  the  queftion  ot  a  limit- 
p  or  unlimited  Regency;  but  the  cafe  was  not  fo,  for  if 
they  voted  in  favour  of  the  original  refolution,  they  virtual* 
[y  admitted,  that  limitations  were  neccflary.  Which  ever 
iray  they  proceeded,  however,  the  opportunity  sibd  the  fe« 
nirity  of  making  limitations  were  precifely  the  fame*  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt  had  faid,  that  the  long  difufe  of  the  Royal 
negative  was  no  fecurity  that  it  would  not  be  revived.  The 
rignt  honourable  gentleman  knew  from  his  own  experience, 
t^t  the  powers  of  the  prerogative  might  be  abufed,  and 
therefore  it  became  him  to  be  on  his  guard.  If  you  doubt 
the  fadl,  he  might  fay,  look'  at  my  condud.  Recoiled  un^ 
der  what  circumftances  I  diflbived  a  Parliament,  how  lavUh 
I  have  been  of  the  honours  of  the  peerage,  and  fay,  that 
the  powers  of  the  prerogative  may  not  be  ahufed  if  you'can* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  obferves,  that  the  Princ« 
ipay  diflblve  the  Parliament,  without  confenting  to  limita- 
tions. The  firft  aA  of  his  Regency  ought  to  b^  to  confent 
to  limitations,  and  was  there  a  man  ^ho  believed  he  would 
not  ?  But  in  impofing  refiriflions,  fome  delicacy  was  requi* 
i^te,  for  every  reftridtion  that  was  not  neceflary,  was  not  a 
linDitation,  but  an  jnfuit.  Was  the  right  honourable  gentle-; 
ftian  in  iiicli  hafte  to  impofe  reftriAions,  becaufe  he  fieared 
that  be  could  not  carry  the  limitations  w[hich  he  meant  to 
■propofe,  unlefs  he'  ^ere.Minifter  t  Or  was' he  apprehenfive 
that  Parliament  or  the  Prince  would  forget  to  do  their  duty  ? 
Vtom  fome  fuch  fear^  or  unworthy  fufpicion,  his  hade  muft 
P,rocMd.  .  What  provifion  was  made  if  the  Prince  {hould  re- 
fufe  to  be  Recent,  *on  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
terms  r  Suppoiinghim  not  torefufe,  would  he  withhold-his 
confent  from  reflri£l  ions  when  Regent,  under  which  he  would 
confent  to  accept  the  truft  ?  Would  p.ny  one  advife  him  to 
fay,  I  acccept  the  Regency  under  the  limitations  you  pro- 
pofe,  which  I  think  are  Impioper,  and  which  I  hope  Par- 
liament will  annul  ? 

Tlie  quedion  being  called  for,  the  Iloufe  divided,  when 
there  appearetl, 

For  the  amendment,  178;  againfi    it,  251  ;  majority,  73* 
The  original  reiblution   was  then  put  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  liottfe  adjourned. 

Tuefday^  December  23^,  17 88. 

The  "^inrquis  of  Worcedcv  reported,  that  t!l\e  Vox5i^  \ttkV 
agreed  ton  conference^ 
Vol.  i^V.  X  K  Cot^- 
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A  Committee  was  then  appointed,  which  confifbA  of  ^ 
following  Members : 

Marquis  of  Worccfter  Lord  Apfley  - 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Secretary  at  War 

Marquis  of  Graham  Sir  Joieph  Mawbej 

£•  J.Ellior»  Efquire  Lord  Frederic  CafnpbeK 

AlderiDaii  Watfon  Lord  Bdgrave 

Earl  of  Mornington  ]•  Rolfe,  Efquire 

Earl  of  Courtoun  Mafter  of  the  Rolls 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 

As  foon  as  the  Committee  returned,  the  Marquis  of  Wor- 
ccfter reported,  that  the  Managers  had  met,  and  that. the 
conference  on  btlialf  of  the  Lords  had  been  conduced  by  ^ 
Lord  Prefident,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  Duke  of  Richmond,  Mar- 
ouis  of  Carmarthen,  Lord  Sydney,  Lord  Hawkefbory,  &c, 

Tlie  Call  of  the  Houle  was,  upon  motion^  farther  ad- 
journed until  the  3ifr. 

The  Houi'e  adjourned,  to 

Aicndayj  29/A  ofDecember^ 

When  the  number  of  Members  neceflary  for  conftituting 
a  Houfe  not  attending,  no  bufinefs  occurred  :  and»  on 

Tuefdajy  '^zth  of  December^ 

The  illnefs  of  the  Speaker  preventing  his  attendance,,  no 
debate  arol'e,  neither  did  any  meeting  of  tl)e  Houfe  take  place 
earlier  than 

Friday^  id  of  January^  1789- 

When  nearly  two  hundred  Members  having  attended, 
they  were  called  to  take  their  feats  ;  and  Mr.  Uatfell,  the 
Clerk  at  the  table,  flood  up  and  faid,  he  was  very  forry  to 
inform  them  of  the  melancholv  lofs  tHey  had  fuftained  that 
morning,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Speaker.  After  this  fhort  ad- 
drfefs^  he  ordered  the  mace  to  be  brought  into  the  Houle.  It 
was  accordingly  brought  in  by  the  Deputy  Serjeant,  and  laid 
under  the  tablr. 
I-.:  T'-j.-,  Mr.  ii^yyV  remarket!,  that  under  the  very  unhappy  embarr* 
;::fijiicnt  in  which  they  were  jjLced  by  this  lamentable  events 
!•'  «iiil  r.ot  know  what  expedient  to  propofc  more  preferable 
ill. Id  an  adjournment  until  MonJuy. 

O/i  tMi .  motion,  tlicie;  wus  a  gep.^iT.l  cry  of  **  adjourn,  ad- 

"M.wrn/' 

jvTr.  Mr.  /^v;;^;' obfer^il,  that  i.c  did  not  mean  to  difpate  ihe 

•  mot. oil ;  b.r  ;:s  u  doubi  was  entertained,  whether  the  Cleik 

iit  ih'j  tnUls  -:j.".!d  :id;nurn  th*;  Irlo.af-'  ui-ire  than  fron^  day  to 
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day ;  and  as  he  underftood  that  there  were  two  or  three 
precedents  on  the  Journals,  he  wifhed,  for  the  fatisfidioa 
of  gentlemen,  that  one  or  cwo  of  them  might  be  read. 

The  Clerk  then  read  from  the  Journals,  an  inftance  in  the 
year  17839  whecehe  was  diredledby  Mr.  Speaker  to  acquaint 
.the  Members,  that  having  heard  of  the  death  of  a  near  rela- 
tion, he  le^aefted,  if  it  could  be  done  coafiftently  with  the 
energy  of  public  bufinefs,  that  they  would  adjourn  for  a  few 
days.  This  happened  on  the  Monday,  and  they  adjv^urned 
to  the  Wednefday  morning  after. 

This  precedent  of  the  authority  fatisfying  the  Houfe,  Mr. 
Rofe  faid,  that  on  the  enfuing  Monday,  it  might  perhaps 
be  found  neceflary  and  right  for  them  to  proceed  to  the 
tleAion  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Houfe  adjournetl,  to 

^  Monday^  t]j€  £tb  of  Janum-ym 

Mr.  Hatfell  having  called  for  the  mace,  w  hich  wa«  brought 
in  by  the  Serjeant,  and  placed  under  the  table. 

Lord  Eujion  rofe,  and  preraifing  that  the  unfortunate  I^rd 
"Cvent  of  the  death  of  tlieir  late  worthy  Speaker  was  too  well  Eufion. 
known  to  require  his  dwelling  upon  the  circumllance,  added 
that  he  muft  beg  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  the  occa- 
fion  called  for  the  eledlion  of  a  fit  and  proper  perfon  to  fill  the 
vacant  chair.  The  honourable  gentleman,  whom  he  fliould 
take  the  liberty  of  propofing,  was  a  man  of  fuch  fplendid  abi- 
Tities,  experienced  afTiduity,  and  jierfeft  knowledge  of  parlia- 
mentary privilege,  refulting  from  the  clofeft  attention  to  bu- 
finefs,  ever  fince  he  had  enjoyed  a  feat  within  the  Houfe:,  as 
pointed  him  out  to  be  the  p-^oper  fucceflbr  of  the  late  Speak- 
er. Mr.  (irenville  was  the  honourable  gentleman  whom 
he  meant  to  recommend,  and  when  the  Houle  conrtdered  his 
excellent  underftaniHng,  and  unremitting  induftry,  he  truiU 
cd  that  their  minds  would  go  with  his  in  thinking,  that  thole 
qualifications  rendered  Mr.  (irenville  an  o'>jeil  worthy  of 
their  choice.  Much,  belaid,  might  be  urged  on  the  fcore 
of  the  honourable  gentlem.in'spriv;ii ;:  chnrai^t*!,'  thnt  ftamn 
of  merit,  added  to  his  parlinmf.niary  knovvlt»df::e,  atid  Orength 
of  mind,  and  of  conftitution,  nMidt^r 'd  him  in  evrrv  p'^int  ot' 
view  fo  unexcepMonable,  that  it  was  nnnfcpfi'iry  for  liim  to 
*ake  lip  more  of  the  time  of  the  Houle.  I  !t-  nojld  tlier^forc 
onclude  with    moving    *'  That    the  IvJi^onraSle   W  illia-n 

Wyndham  Gr  nvilledo  t.ike  the  cluilr." 

Mr.  Pultcr.ev  feconding  ths  Motion,  o!>rc»rv^il,  rhat  t!i?      M:. 

ole  Houfe  had  witnefled   with   pieafure  the  lionoiirai'Ie  Ptucnc 
tleman's  great  attention,  extreme  accuia.  y,   aiul  cleanT-i's 
»ji*oning.     Tha  honounble  gentl'niv.ii^  h^A  f:v».*T  eor\\u&.- 
^mfC'-f  *vitU  tluit  moJtrration  and  ♦^  r  .A')-.\v,  ss'.;W\  \»=o\\\X.cA 

X    ?.  Vvrcv 
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him  out  as  a  fit  focceflb^to  the  Jate  Speaker,     The  hooo^c- 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Grenville)  paflefled  an  hereditary  clabjt 
to  the  favour  of  the  Hpufe,  as  the  guardian  of  its  privUegej^ 
which  he  had  fprtified  and  eftabliihed  by  hU  judicious  att» 
ration  of  his  fa.tber's  billy  a  bill  that*  m  bit  opinion,  haj;  i 
gone  farther  towards  fecuring  the  £rft  and  the  moA  tnvai# 
able  priyileges  of  that  Houfe,  th^tt  an^  meafure  that  tm 
ever  t^en  place  in  Parliaiheht.     Mr,  Pultenejnaenticti  ' 
HiG  cuftomary  ufage  of  a  previous  application   trom  tl 
Crown,  when  the  chair  became    vacant  but  as  under  tl 
ipelancholy  circumftances  of  the  times,  no  fudi  form  cc 
take  piace^  and,  as  it  was  abfolutely  nectary  that  the  d 
Aiould  be  filled  iii  order  to  enable  the  I  loufe  to  proceed  wi 
the  very  delicate  and  peculiar  bufineji  before  therpi  W^< 
demanded  difpatch,  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  immediately  wis 
io  indifpenfabiy  requifite,  that  he  fuppofed  no  doubt  couU 
remain  on  that  qoeftion. 
M».  Wei-      Mr-  fFelbore  Ellis  exprefled  his  concern  to  find,  that  tbs 
bore  Ellis,  j^fg  Qf^  regular  opening  of  the  feffion,  and  of  t^c  exccuFivi 
•    .  -      government,  had  been  aggravated  by  the  unfortunate  lofsrf 
their  Speaker.     It  was  a  maxim  laid  down  by  fojne  authbll 
of  eminence,  ^\  that  any  government  was  Better  than  no  gof 
<^  vernment  at  all ;"  but  though  he  had  formerly  embraceai 
that  opinion,  he  muft  now  oppofe  it,  becadfe  the  maxim  ha^ 
grown  into  fuch  a  degree  of  prevalence,  that,  infteacl  of  ukt 
ing  the  ftiort  and  ready  path  of  reftoring  the  third  Eftaie,  arnj 
giving  the  Conftitution  its  due  energy  and  vigour,  mucli 
time  had  been  loft  in  parliamentary  fancy.     It  was  true,  tha( 
under  the  prefenc  circumftances,  the  u(ual  forms  of  an  elec- 
tion of  a  Speaker  could  not  be  obfcrved  ;  and,  therefore,  tlif 
Houfe  was  juftified  in  proceeding  to  an  immediate  choicf»   \ 
For  his  own  part,  he  ftiould  not  hefitate  to  pay  every  tri- 
bute of  applaufe  to  the  honourable  gentleman  propofed  by  rh< 
noble  Lord,  and  feconded  by  the  honourable  gentleman  be* 
hind  him  ;  and  he  iliould,  in  the  fulleft  manner  admit,  %^ 
the  honourable  geiuleman  propofed,  was  a  fair  object  of  ^if, 
choice,  were  it  not  that  he  bad  intended  to  recommend  ai 
honourable  Baronet  near  him,  to  whofe  abilities  and  eToqueiici 
the  whole  Houfe  could  be^r  teftimony.     He  meant  no  4'* 
refpeft,  therefore,  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  hadf  bi  ^^ 
propoftd  by  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  prefumed  to  mentiflf| 
Sir   Gilbert  Elliot   as  a  fit  pedcn  to  fill  the  vacant  chaf  f 
He  had  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  a  very  early  actjuaifitun  v 
with  the  honourable  Baronet,  and  knew  him  from   his  hf;^ 
iJh  days,  and  therefore  his  partiality  and  pred  lied  ion -^mr^ 
pardonable.     But,  it  refted  not  on  his  private  opinion,  fflH^ 
hai  ail  been  witnefies  of  the  honcurable  BafoneCs  ^^0 
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:iie  Cofiftitution»  they  had  all  been  witnefles  of  his  poyrerful 
eloquence,  and  fuperior  ability  ;  yet,  «s  the  honourable  Ba- 
Fonet  poilefled  the  ufual  companion  of  great  merit,  great  mo- 
^fty,  in  compaffion  to  his  feelings  he  would  forbear  to  faj 
[bore,  and  conclude  with  moving,  by  way  of  amendmehCf 
that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  name  be  inferted  in  the  queftion* 

Mr.  F.  Montagu  having  declared,  that  he  entertained  M  r.  F. 
jpyery  refped  for  the  honourable  gentleman  named  on  the  Moma- 
g«her  fide  of  the  Houfe,  in  common  with  the  noble  Loid  who  ***• 
had  propofed  him,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
lecphdedhim;  he  adided,  that  he  mnft  be  allowed  fofecond 
the  motion  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  near 
him.  Mr.  Hatfell  and  he  knew  how  neceflary  a  knowledge 
of  legal  forms  were,  and  they  all  muft  admit,  that  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  juft  named,  poflefled  tlint  thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  the  laws  of  his  country,  which,  haJ  he  con- 
tinued in  the  Courts  below,  could  not  have  failed  to  have 
rendered  him  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  his  profeflion. 
Fortunately  for  that  Houfe,  the  honourable  Baronet  had 
wrought  that  acutenefs  of  mind,  which  he  fo  eminently  pof-^ 
efled,  among  them,  where  it  could  not  fail  to  be  exercifed 
tp  the  advantage  of  the  public,  and  to  his  own  credit.  Mr. 
(yjontagu  oblerved,  that  he  could  expatiate  much  more  at 
arge  on  the  qualifications  of  the  honourable  Baronet ;  but 
:be  laft  thing  faid  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
Tpbke  laft,  checked  the  pleafure  which  he  ihould  othe:  wife 
liave  enjoyed,  in  continuing  the  payment  of  his  tribute  of 
Ipplaufe.  The  Houfe  undoubtedly  would  be  extremely 
[lleafed,  if  he  were  to  prolong  fo  pleafing  and  fo  interefting 
SI  fubjed  ;  but  when  he  coniidered,  that  what  mull  contri- 
bute to  their  fatisfadicn,  would  give  pain  to  the  honourable 
Baronet,  he  would  reftrain  his  inclination,  and  only  fecond 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 

Mr.  Crenville  declared,  that  whatever  might  be  the  deci-  Mr. 
Gon  of  tlie  Houfe  that  day,  he  ihould  always  confider  it  as  an  Gicnville 
honoiir,  to  have  been  thought  fit  to  fill  the  chair  of  that 
Houfe,  by  perl'ons  of  fuch  high  charadler,  as  the  noble  Lord, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  flood  forward  in  his 
fnpport.  He  felt  the  great  importance  of  the  fituation,  to 
which  he  had  been  propofed,  and  was  fo  canfcious  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  that  importance,  in  confequence  of  the  very  delicate 
and  momentous  bufinefs  in  which  the  Houfe  was  engaged, 
during  the  prefent  calamitous  fituation  of  affairs,  that  he 
trembled  for  himfelf,  for  his  inexperience,  and  his  inability 
to  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  Thefe  confulerations, 
he  trufled,  would  induce  the  Houle  to  turn  thjir  eyes  to  the 
honouraUe  Baro^ict  over  tl;e    »'»rty,  or  to  l.-'.)V*   ^f:u\\rv^^N\ 


158  PARLIAMENTARY        A.  1789. 

more  worthy  to  fill  the  chair,  and  more  capable  of  fulbuniiu: 
the  burthen  of  oflScial  duty  than  himfetf.  / 

itGjlbert  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  obferved,  that  he  could  not  avoid  expAff- 
Elliot,  jng  his  fincereil  gratitude  and  refpeft  £or  the  perronswli^ 
had  done  him  the  honour  to  name  him^^and  for  whom  he  vM| 
proud  to  confefs  his  veneration  and  regard,  even  if  they  hm 
not  fliewn  that  frtfli  inftance  of  their  parti ah'ty  and  kiiidnefs. 
The  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  could  not  fed 
more  deeply  than  he  did,  the  importance  of  the  office,  iff 
which  his  friends  had  propofed  that  he  fliould  be  elevateds 
He  well  knew  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  perfon  who  fhould 
fill  the  chair,  not  merely  to  prcferve  decency  and  decorum; 
not  merely  to  look  to  the  order  of  tiieir  proceedings  injh^ 
Houfe,  but  to  afTert  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  both  there 
and  elfewhere  ;  becaufe  thofc  privileges  were  efTential  to  the 
exiftence  of  Parliament,  and  were  intimately  conne<9cd  with 
the  liberties,  and  confequently  with  the  happinefs  of  thpfiS 
whom  they  reprefented.  He  felt  his  own  inadeqtiacy  i6ir 
fenfibly,  when  he  confidered  the  high  and  important  dutiel 
of  the  office ;  when  he  confidered  the  arduoufnefs  of  thofi' 
duties,  nlfo»  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the  trull  repofed  M 
thep.rfon  who  filled  the  chair,  it  was  enough  to  malce  "hinfli 
trf^m'' le,  efpecially  when  he  turned  his  eyes  inward  upoii 
himfelf,  and  faw  the  raonftrous  difproportion  between  Vrt 
own  abilities  and  the  fituation  and  its  difficulties.  ^&* 
rounded  as  he  was  by  men  of  great  legal  knowledge  and  c!r> 
perience,  he  could  not  think  of  taking  that  chair,  to  whidi 
he  fo  well  knew  his  own  inadequacy  to  do  juflice ;  am^ 
therefore,  if  none  of  thofe  men  to  whom  he  had  alluded  wett 
named,  he  could  affure  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Wh6  . 
had  bern  propofed,  that  he  fhould  have  his  moft  ilnceie'aiijl 
hearty  fuftrjge, 

1  he  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes,  215;  Noes,  1^4.     Majority,  71. 
Mr,  iVlr.  Chancellor  P/// gave  notice,  that  he  would  upon  tite"' 

Chanrcl-   morrow  o[^n  to  the  Houfe  the  reftricllon>  which  lie  JliouU  , 

lor  Pitt,   propofe  as  necefTary  to  be  annexed  to  the  Regency.      ' 

A  conference  haying  been  defired  by  the  Lords,  tind'hoH^' 
en,   Mr.   Pitt    acquainted    the  Houfe  that  the  MAnagterti 
for  the  Commons  had  met  the  Managers  for  the  LordsV  mm ^ 
:'cquai?ued  them  they  had  agreed  to  tlie  refolutions  fenl  d/l^ 
this  Houfe.  ,"'". 

Thr  Koufe  ad'oumed.  >  • 

,.t    ■ 

TuefcLyj  tih  cj January.  .  . .  -  • 

Thf  orucr  of  :!]*•  (';:v  having  been  moved, 
A/r.  Lovcrlcr    r.c^s  ..^.^i  T*:iy;.''feA  the  attention   of  tic 
/.:ctJUs 
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The  ^'      '      *      :ed  firft  to  ft  ate  tbe  queAicKiy  which  had 

kir*  Liiva^rn  roir,  and  fuhfcquently  to  his  declaration  of  Mn 
own  jiidepentlciicy  as  a  Member  of  llut  Houfc,  l>^gg<^i  i-evedtiu 
feavc  to  remind  them  that  fac  had  cvtT  ifccLircd  bis  Ten ti meats, 
i^h  a  s  they  wcrr^  with  trtiih  and  fmccniy^witbout  a  wlfli 
O  court  the  countcrancc  of  pJirTVi  or  to  folicit  the  fa*- 
roor  of  povi?f*r ;  that  what  he  Uii\  in  that  Houfc,  !ie  Woylil 
ie  hy^  cuuLdciing  hiiBlrlf  as  a  free  ^igcnt|  and  dctermiucd 

>jai>>iie  lb,  hii  maxim  being, 

**  Ni4i/tsti  4idd^u%  jurun  in  x*erhit  ma^tj^rl^ 
^e  woaid  contidtnily  affinn,  that    ha  w^^s  neither  bUQfd 

:         u  for  on^Tct  of  men,  nor  miilcd  by   prcjudic*:s 

1.4 her;  and  that  he  iM^tf^d  upon  what  ht  considered 

hctier  principle,  and  a  tnorc  hecombig  niotive,  than 

.:  ^^.  lelf-inteiieft  or  .imbition^  an  honeft  /.cal  for  the  good 

nf  lui^  country>  and  the  promotiosi   of  the  public  wrlfarr* 

''  ^        the  Hok^ie  proceeded  to  fettle  the  tcrmi  and  confide* 

.  of  the    Rc|;ency,  be  conceived  that  the?  ought  to 

ttiuw  cK,-iCUy  whcie  tl^ey   were,  and  wh;U  the  cxig'trfcy  of 

i\m  eafe  really  was*  tV^e  providing  for  which  h.id  beroiue  the 

^iVytiX  of  their  dcUbcnitions*     Ko  limlt^ttons  of  any  kind 

coold  be  fuitably  ailoptcd,  without  having  a  reference  to  the 

caul*^  which  created  the  iKCclTity  for  their introdtiftioa  i  and 

*Ke   before  they  went  a  Hep  farther,  in    his   humhte 

.1  leiitvtiiey  ought  to  kno|i'  prcc[fely  wh^t  was  the  prdent 
ftdlcofHls  Majcfty's  hciilth,  what  the  de«^rrc  of  nltcration 
wh  ch  it  !iad  undi^rgone,  Invce  Uij  MijefivN  Phyijcians  went 
b4  cxamin^*d,  :Mid  whether  the  probabB It y  of  hit  recovery 
M'as  encroafolj  or  lorsthaji  it  had  been,  in  tb*^  opinion  of  His 
Majcily's  PhyftCiaiis  at  that  period*  Reports  h»u!  gone 
*li  naiU  of  a  very  contudiftory  kind,  'ind  the  authority  uf 
tiic  iljilereni  Pbyficians  who  at  ten  tied  His  MajeAv»  had  becJi 
Blade  ufc  of  to  give  f*irn5lion  to  thofrt  reports*  He  bad  that 
day  feai  ri  J  utter  fron^  one  of  rhf?  Pbyflcians  in  qtiL^llion,  in 
which  cbt'  wrici*r  fuHy  contfaOi«9ed  the  n-port,  in  thccircti- 
Jetton  of  which  hi i  n.ime  had  b«n  mnde  ufe  of.  Kumotrrs 
^cjc  alio  circulattfil^  that  the  opinio »ni  f>t  Hi;*  M.^jcfty's 
WiyfiGuni  wcri*  not  butbtullv  comaKinicair<l  to  ttie  [»ubhc5 
ni:»t  th«t  Bonte  couM  not  juTt  upon  iumoin\  he  tliought  :C 
f^Tglilf  rii^celilir y,  that  the  fotmdation  of  \ht  rtpoits  refpn^in^ 
His  Vl-iit-lty's  indilpofition  /iLOuld  be  afccrtained^  afidtha:- 
fHTH^yic,  who  were  nititktl  to  kne»w  tlie  inilli,  fhould  havt 
^^e  v*}io!e  truth  complectiy  bffore  therrr*  Wiih  that  view  Ji 
^as  ih^t  \\^  h^d  fifen,  and  although  be  did  not  wifli  to  prejf 
*ny  unneceflary  motion  on  the  Houfs,  yet,  as  the  bni'>taifon^ 
'Arould  iiecdiirily  lie  governed  by  tlitj  greater  Or  Ui^  ^to** 
l*orTiorj  of  rhs  proh^bUitj  of  His  M^jtiUy  V  f^ieeiiy  tecovrt^-'; 
'^m  Jmjmimt  fja  oughr   to  i?e   -ifcenained,  be<i3ku^t  ^i  Hi% 


PARLIAM] 
)VfiVAy*$  pr^ifmr  IfK^afMndry  wa?  but  ^  ir: 

m  S  tt«lTiti;  :  be  pttbf 

hsiife  X  vsty  OHKrr^iK  t-m-ct  on  mt^is^^  minds j  i 
If  nr  Ii&  lt»n  ffrr  flnv  ccmtjtierAble  Itngih  of  ticn*^ 
den  moving  ** 'Oittt  j  cot 

•*  miih  r<*lpcetto  ilih,  ii  t 

I*'  whether  any  ;U .   ui  -  i  ^  . ^  ^ »  ^  ■  >  p ^ jvd m en ' 
•■  tlim  therefore  thft  phyiicbiis*he  eal! 
'^f  HouTe  if  lUtf  pft1>ii'    '  ii: 

'i'lve^e  bcr  MLi-.si    cjvi  ■«!■  lite 

•**  Move  r  ^ 

The  Speaker  in fontieil  him;  tlialrtiirft  w^f  a>fiT«^fli« 
l^readr  ^^'^r    .  -^    r*  .,  -     ,    *   ■  \  ..^  .     -    ,^    ^  .     ^^ 

**  dny  '■>  ' 

isuenion  could  ftW  umlt^r  ilieiiiienliton  ot  t*>r  H 

'  Mr^  ift^:y  oHri<l  up^^n  the  SfM)3k"er  from  il.*   ...; 
lo   kttow^i   who  ktid   mov^   the  cjucAian  df  the   oi 

Tlife  Sp^^k'^  fail!  it  wflt  mti^dhf-':!  rMit  hanoMfiililJ^! 

lie  ni:i  n  i  ^  '*neh ,  i  u  r  hff  ngh  t  of  M     ' 

that  be  Tofe  ttot  merely  to  alcertairt  wijo  had  i-n 

©f  the  d;iy,  becnule  fuch  :t  drtumftince  was  pfiH-.; 

teml,  fince  that  it  hSftl  been  regubrly  put  fmirt  t' 

tWaS  wlut  no  m,Tij  couM  dmiy,  and  thcrtffii*  the 

making  room  Itjr  the  inotroTi  of  t!w?  right  ban' 

man  on  the  other  fiJe  the  fl  vuld  be  !■ 

motion  then  before  th^m.    11:    ;  ;  \ mtial  que 

CO  decide  was,  whethrr  «Uhotigh  they  ffert?  -li. 

ably  to  foil  notice^  for  the  purpofc  of  goin^  \nuj  ^  ^n 

teei  in  order  to  hear  tbelimitadoni  andVeftHjitioHi  #fir 

ihotild  bavf!  the  honour  ro  fubmit  to  ihe  jnYjTjr^ 

the   Houfe,  fbtfy  ought  to  interpofe  an  additi  f| 

ordtT  to  flop  ihort  in  iheir  proc€e<3ings,  and  wi^t  i 

inforrnatfon.     As  niMch  as  he  fi>on!d  lament  e^+ery 

dilation  which  prevented  than  from  putting  Gov efrvmcfltl 
a  predlcarnent  wbere'tn  it  cQulJ  a<fl  with  enc" 
Aery  of  "  Hear  !  htenr  !**  at  this  rimeprevanin:. 
rem*irked,  that  he  wiflied  genilemen  tn  heir,  j 
repeated,  that  anxious  .13  he  was  to  fiave  the  O 
Into  ludi  a  fitunrion  as  fbould  enable  it  to  i>i 
;knd  c(E:6t^   he    I'houU  neveitKekfs  think  It  br- 

prudent }v  and  propeily,  thoa^\\a\\uy  v^^nt 


^^^ 
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•  tnacter  of  (b  much  magnitude  and  importance.  Before  the 
Hoafe^  however,  attempted  to  interpofe  any  farther  delay, 
k  wai  worth  while  to  confider  what  information  they  had  to 
^pMPoed  upon  already ,  and  whether  any  farther  information 
itfCTfr.  necefljiry.  I'he  tirft  leading  fa£t  contained  in  the  r«- 
forc  of  His  Majefty's  Phyficians  was  what  that  Houfe  had 
Uready  refolved ;  that  His  Majeily  was  incapable  of  meoc* 
Mg  fait  Parlumenty  and  attending  to  public  bufinefs.  The  fe« 
ipmil  queilion  was,  that  His  Majefly  was  likely  to  recover. 
Had  any  particular  circumftances  arifen  to  render  the  profpedt 
^His  Mfijefty's  recovery  Icfs  probable,  or  was  there  any  rea* 
lim  to  enable  gentlemen  toftateany  given  period,  within  which 
ft  M>uld  not  take  place  r  Could  any  gentleman  fuggeH,  that 
theie  were  grounds  for  either  of  thefe  two  different  opinions  ? 
becaofe,  if  neither  of  thefe  two  points  could  he  ilated,  he 
Muft  £>r  one  think  that  the  Houfe  had  already  before  them 
liificient  information  to  enable  them  to  proceed,  and  that  they 
:to  proceed  without  farther  delay.     All  His  Majefty^ 


phyficians  agreed  in  the  firft  important  fa£t  which  the  Houfe 
had  voted;  and  this  was,  ^*  That  His  Majefly  had  become 
*<  incapable  of  attending  to  public  bufmefs,"  and  they  all  faid 
chat  there  was  a  probability  of  his  recovery,  though  they  could 
not  fix  any  period  of  its  taking  place.     But  the  Houfe  knew 
that  there  were  thofe  among  the  Phyficians  who  were  moft 
converfant  wLth  the  diforder  with  which  His  Majefly  was  af- 
fliAed,  and  who  had  ftated  what  was  the  longefl  time  at  which 
perfoni  aiBi&ed  with  the  diforder  in  queflion  had  been  cured  ; 
d|id  alfo,  at  tar  as  any  point  approaching  to  an  average  could 
be  drawn  in  fuch  cafes,  what  was  the  average  length  of  time 
iyrfbreacure  could  bee(f^£ied|  and  thence  had  they  fuggefted, 
that  in  their  opinion  His  Majelly's  recoverv  was  molt  pro- 
b9My  not  at  any  very  diilant  period ;  therefore,  he  conceived 
that  the  Houfe  had  fufficient  ground  to  go  upon,  without  far- 
ther delay«  and  perfonally  feeling  t  xtremdy  deiirous  that  Go^ 
vernrocsnt  ihould   as  foon  as  pofiible  be  reftored  to  its  necef-^ 
fary  energy  and  efFedl,  un  account  of  the  fituation  in  which 
he  had  die  misfortune  to  be  placed  ;  hut  feeling  it  (lijl  more 
oil  account  of  the  public,  he  owned  that  he  was  anxious  to 
interpofe  no  fanher  delay,   but  immediately  to  go  into  the 
Committee,  agree;ably  lo  the  order  of  the  day,  that  he  might 
Aate  what  he  had  to  fubmit  to  tl>e  impanial  decifion  of  the 
Hottfe.     If  therefore  no  gentleman  could    fuggefl  th.it  any 
new  grounds  had  arifen  imce  the  lafl  examination  of  His  Ma- 
jetty's  Phyficians  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  change  their  opinion 
on  the  two  important  fads  rt;fulting  from  that  examination, 
he   fliould   think  it    his  duty   to  oppofe  the   motion  of  the 
hpncurible gentleman,  and  ccntentj  for  the  order  o.'*  the  day'* 
beif^g   then  read. 
Vol.  XXV.  Y  ^^. 
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Mr.  Fox  obrerved,  that  although  <he  C  rt  foi^  riA^ 

ing  the  Order  of  the  day  met  with  hh  comnar     fee,  hi  ftifi 
rejoiced  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  L,'  >v«itfrii)  fcfi 
made  his  motion,  becaufe  he  thought  the  difcullloh  Wh|tb 
it  had  occafioned,  was  extremely  proper,  3nd  betaule  it:#ii 
undoubtedly  ncceffary  that  they  fhould  have  fome^  pnti^ 
knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  His  Majefr/fi  health,  '^^f^iri^ 
to  their  deliberations  as  to  what  mighti  or  mig-ht  ridtbe'fit 
reftriftions  to  impofe  on  the  Regent*     The  right  hbaoian- 
ble  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  Teemed  to  go  upon  the  Repoi^ttf 
the  Fhyficiaus,  when  they  were  examitied  by  a  CottlmfrtA 
of  that  Houfe,  and  had  faid,  that  they  aU  Agreed  that  thB^ 
was  a  probability  of  His  Majefty's  recovery,  aiut  thit  at  no 
dillant  period.     It  was  not  necdlary  to  enter  inta  any  at* 
gument  as  to  the  precifion  of  what  the  rig^bt   honcuriMe 
gentleman  had  ilated,  bnt  certainly  he  haU    not  precife^j 
iiated  the  fa£bs  as  refulting  from  the  Report  of  the  Exitml- 
nation  of  His  Majefty's  Phyficians.     That  they  generally 
•ngrecd  that  it  was  probable  His  Majefty  might  recover^  WM 
undoubtedly  true;  but,  they  did  not  agree  as  to  the  peri(^ 
when  that  recovery  might  be  expecledp     Dr.  "Warrtn  (irt 
his  mind)  not  only  made  no  fuch  declaration ;  but,  averred 
that  he  was  perfedily  ignorint  concering  it,  and  had  exjireffly 
faid,  that  he  could  not  give  any  fatisfaftory  anfwer  whatfoevcr 
upon  the  fubjeft.     If,  thererore,  they  were  to  go  upon  tTi* 
Order  of  the  Day,  they  were  bound  to  fliut  their  ears  to  all 
the  reports  out  of  doors,  and  as  the  right  honourable  gentl** 
man  haddefired  them  to  confine  themtelves  to  the  faftsre* 
fiilting  from  the  Report  on  the  Table,  they  ought  tb^lb 
ftri(Sly,  only  keeping  in  their  minds  (what  of  coarfe  ilWiU 
not  fail  to  have  its  due  impreffion  oh  every  gentlemitti)'.iMs 
circumdance  that  the  information  upon  which  tH^  ¥i6Br 
defired  to   proceed  was,    information   communicati^  iRttt 
weeks  ago;  and  that  therefore,  they  were  to  cbnfiflir tlwt 
four  weeks  had  elapfed  without  any  alteration  whatever  lifHiJ 
Majefty's  health.     Mr.  Fox  added,  that  many  contrary  ffr 
ports  in  favour  of  His  Majefty's  recovery  were  in  cittulroftili' 
He  thought  the  matter  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  Hbtft^j 
nor  that  he  was  much  in  the   habit  of  piying  atteit)Vid.fi% 
common  reports ;  in  general,  no  man  tredted  them  wrttr mi  '^ 
contempt ;  but  he  had  heard  that,  in  another  place,  i^ 
fon  of  no  inconfiderable  authority,  his  Majefty's  FirflfT 
nifter,  firft  in  rank,  and  by  no  means  hft  in  ^6n{%()[tiMk^' 
(the  I-ord  Chancellor)  hjld  declared  that  he  had^t^w^StW 
hope  foon  to  hear  of  His  Majefty's  recovery.     Thi^'d^i!*'' 
ration  he  could  not  hut  confider  as  highly  improper  td^V 
made,  becaufe,  as  on  the  one  hand,  if  any  man  jhoufd'^- 
fortunsitGlv  have  rcAlou  to  e^xetX2Jvu\\\e\\^e\•i\^0wA^^^'^««^^ 
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i||af  tlwe  was  no  probability  of  His  Majefty's  recovery  at 
Up  be  OiouU  ile^m  it  highly  improbable  for  fuch  a  one  to 
4^1|tre,]ii&  |er)tio:)€nt$;  fo^  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  man 
jl^i^ht  that  he  hjd  goad  reafon  to  imagine  that  his  Ma- 
P%'s  recovery  >Kas  at  hand,  it  appeared  to  him  equally  im- 
prop^  for  him  to  decldne  it,  becaufe  that  no  man  ought  to 
cie^Jare  his  i'entlments  either  on  one  fide  of  the  queflion  or 
the  othcr>  imlefs  the  grounds  upon  which  thofe  fentiments 
refttd,  coujd  be  rendered  the  obje<5ts  of  examination  and  en- 
qu^iyi  and  call  forth  tafts  fubflantiated  by  evidence.  Mr. 
fiSffitRPP!^  r^his  occalion,  adverted  to  the  poffible  cafe  of 
;pg9ai9i.^ifQns  Spreading  rumours  and  reports,  merely  with 
9jf  j^tp-db^judethe  people  by  falfe  hopes,  and  induce  gentle- 
^^-giir^  their  votes  under  an  ill  founded  prefumption  of 
,JVIajefty*s  recovery,  of  which  there  might  not  in 
_^  j-^xift  diefitialleft  probability.  Perhaprf,  it  would  ha 
jirj[f^  to  &ut  tlieir  ears  againft  all  rumours  and  reports 
wlbatever,  and  to  aft  merely  from  the  Report  of  their 
Ciiq^nitttee.  In  that  Report  they  would  fee,  that  His  Ma-- 
jefty'3  Phiyficians  had  all  of  them  been  afked,  whether  figns 
of  convafcfcence  appeared,  which  was  beyond  all  queftion  a 
qaaterifU  part  of  the  examination.  If  no  figns  of  conva* 
lefcenpe  had  fince  appeared,  and  none,  the  phyficians  had  all 
aigreeos  had  th^  appeared^  a  new  enquiry  certainly  was  not 
neceflary.  If  figns  of  convalefcence  had  ^jicc  appeared  in 
His  Majefty  (as  it  had  been  induftrioully  rumoured  thev 
iiad).»n  inquiry  was  neceflary;  fi^ft,  with  relpedl  to  the  fa(4 
of.thofe  figns;  and  fecondly,  with  refj>e6l  to  the  opinions 
iqirmed  of  thofe  figns  by  His  Majefty's  Phyficians. 
.  Mr.  £*.'wtfr^J  conceived  that  the  Phyficians  had  not  de-  ^ 
iiircd  to  be  underftood  that  His  Maj^fty  had  afforded  fymp-  j^dwai'ds. 
toms  of  a  recovery  having  begun  to  take  place ;  butthat  there 
were  previous  figns  of  a  recovery  being  likely  to  take  place. 
Xbi*  information  was  given  the  Houfc  four  weeks  ago,  and 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  frefli  examination  Jlioulden- 
fu«,  becaufe,  though  there  was  no  fymptom  of  an  adiual  re- 
covery, but  the  Jimbance  of  a  fymptom^  it  ouglit  to  be  aicer- 
tajnedto  the  Houfe  whether  the  proi^ability  of  His  Majefty's 
recovery  had  encreafed  or  diminiil\r;d.  Some  gentlemen 
QA^tbc  other  fide  having  laughed  when  Mr.  td'^rarcls  ufcd 
th^  e^preffion,  ^  fsmblance  of  a  fymptom,  he  declared  that  he 
hald'no  doubt  but  thofe  gentlemen  wiftied,  by  thrir  infults, 
to  JDciuce  him  to  fupprefs  his  feMtiment.,  hut  as  he  neither 
collided,  their  favours,  nor  dreaded  their  frowns,  he  would 
c^npnue  to  do  his  duty,  and  though  he  fiiould  fir  down 
then^  he  did  fo  merely  becaufe  he  did  not  wi{h  to  take  up 
more  of  the  time,  of  the  Houfe ;  but  when  the  £redt  <\>3ift^*- 
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Mr.  Mr.  Burh  h^ggeyl  1  c:^. veto' toil gt^ttlife^Jw   i^fcl^fe 

Bnrke.    t|^  ^  dec t^r at  1  oh  of  t  Ke  r  tght  ftonbli  raHle  ^dfitlemnn  (the  Clli 
ceOp^  J^J^  ^''^  ExcKe<jucr)  ihott  he  tv-as  ai]iKit3^tts  that  the  gi 
ir^rn men  t  ^  jfh bull"  ti c  j lit  i ji . a  fit u ari ort  4 6  a^ft  with  ene rgy 
an^  erfe&p     ft  was^the  fifft  time  that  i hay  had  heard  of  fueW 
a.ifqbratJoiij'aTidh  w%s  well  t^onfifthrir  notice,  *I^he  Hanifi^ 
woufa  recolieaj  that  When  the  Report  of  their  Cct^mmicicc?' 
w  as  .1  ^  id  u  po  n  t  he  tabl  e ,  they  we  re  ,gi  ven  to  u  n  tier  ft  a  n  d  that?  ^ 
the  ]^rng*s  illnefs  was  Ukeljr  to  laft  hut  a  Ihort  time,  und 
thj^ipS^  ^a   full  month  afterwards,  they  lieard  they  wereix^i 
fliStjy  ip  tlie  fams;  (late  of  expectancy  \Trhich  th*^y  e3«|iefi*- 
enceti  when  their  report  was  made.     The  right  honodrahkr 
gentleman  ha:l  declafed,  that  they  were  to   Jo   upon  tHst 
Report  as  the  ground  of  their  pfbct^edingSj  having  no  morei 
recent  intelhgencs  upon  which  'hey  could,  wiih  proprictyi 
ground  their  invefligatioiis*     The  right  honourable  geritl<w 
rnan   would  not  furely    contend  that  the  Report  of  lUe 
Hpiife  of  Lords  had  not  heen  made  iince  the  Report  of  thiC 
Hoiife  ;  becaufe  the  e^taminaiion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was 
taken  fince,  and  taken  on  oath,  which  (it  muft  be  allovvcd) 
gave  the  Report  of  the  Houfe  of   Lords  more  authoriry 
than  the  Report  upon  their  table  could  poifefs*     T^mt  Re- 
port the  I^rds  h^A  publlfhcd  for  their  information,  and  fof 
the  information  of  the  world  in  general,     That  Report  he 
held  in  his  hand,  and  that  Repoft  faid,  that  the  probata- 
lity  of  His  Majefty's  recovery  was  more  doubtful  than  theit 
Rqport  (tated  it  to  be,     Ko  perfon  could  (the  right  honours 
We  gentleman  had  declared)  or  ought  to  ftate  faints  witUotrt 
lubfl^ntiating   ihem  and  going  into  an  inquiry ^     He  1^4    . 
taken  pains  to  afcertain  fa£ts,  and  he  was  ready*  at  a  prop^   I 
timei  to  prove  them  to  the  convl£lion  of  the  right  honours' 
fvie  gentleman  Jnd  of  thatHoufe*     Not  having  been   of  T^ti 
Committee,    he  pofTclTed  but  little  authority,  and  with   xhh  J 
h'ttle  author itT,  he  had   endeavoured  to  fupplv  the  d^fici-   1 
ency  by  irifofniation ;  ahd,  therefore,  hehad  rcforteittftte 
Report  of  the  Hoiile  of  Lords.    In  confequentfc  ofi^ttjs 
Majerty\<j  unfortunate  illneifs  what  infinite  caIaiY)Meft  |m 
happened  to  the  country :  calamities  which  m%ht^ fi^lttl- 
lowed hvothef-, uhlefs {peedily  prevented,the event rf'^Mch 
he  dreatfed  to  xh'ifik  ;'  jmd,  iherefore,  the  fooner  the  J^^owon* 
nient  Was  reftpred  to  it's  energy  and  efFe£t  tlie  betwrj^^ipi-' 
doubtedly ;  hut  then  it  oMght  to  be  realIy'a'Gbver<liflW*Tof 
energy  and  effedlr,  and  not  a  ni^tmed,  crippled,  aiitidjklieiit 
mockery  of  Goverrtment '  '  In  order  to  afcertairi  tho;fifi) 
however,  that  His  M<^j^(\V&  iT.wefe  nt:x^  wot  Ukely  to'bc'of 
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fttflf  ih^iQ/Hi:ietA]^m  turn  to  the  RepQct  printed  by  the 
Houfe  ot  Lords,  Mr.  Burke  here  read  fevcjral  queftions  and 
wfimnPiKPP  4;hc.exaniinatu)n  of  one  of  His  Majefty's 
IfiVfktS^nPl^oj^.xi^  Cguiinittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the 
f[iU|fi9gf  o|!:yhiftt.  qyeftions  and  anfvvers  was  as  follows  ! 

\^ii^iie  ^w^  any  figns  of  cpnvalefcence  ? — None.  Since 
"i-?>OlilMrisrB,,.ca}Ie.d  in  to'  His  Majefty,  were  there  any 
'S'i<^pMl-^NofWf;.- I*  there  any  piol-ability  of  cure? — It 
'fe^i»ijJSjy(lj|»  ini^proportioa  as  the  time  of  the  diforder*s 
<^A4)ntiwl^9ce.  lengthens." 

..bHe|p9rMr.  ^rke  remarked,  that  it  was  a  regular  ratio  to 
gOJd^j^  Houfe  in  forming  their  judgement ;  ftron^  grounds 
stfafi^ifioMT  th^  government  of  their  opinions,  and  if  tne  argu- 
laMC.Was  true,  no  fit  occalion  could  prefent  itfelf  to  ex- 
^Unfee  tlhe  Phyficians  again.  If  the  lad  anfwer  which  he 
hsA.'PesLdf  was  to  be  depended  on,  and  let  them  remein- 
hpoit/w^san  anfwer  delivered  by  a  grave  and  learned  Phy- 
fioian  on  oath,  it  bound  their  Speaker,  it  hound  hlm^  and  it 
hoUn'd  every  Membei  of  the  Houfe.  Jt  was  their  duty  to 
paiyiCdue  attention  before  they  cut  and  carved  theGovern- 
Oieoty.a^  they  would  cut  out  morfels  for  hounds,  rather 
dism  impiate  it  as  a  facrifice  to  the  gods.  |  Here  being  a  cry 
ot.Hear!  Hear  fj  Mr.  Burke  repeated  his  expreflioii,  and 
faiid  with  tlie  Poet,  *'  It  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  facri- 
"  lice  fit  for  the  gods,  and  not  as — a  carrion  carcafs,  cut 
■*  for  hounds.'^  The  Report  in  his  liaud  expreffly  faid,  His 
Majcfty's  recovery  was  lefs  probable,  becauie  hisillnefshad 
now  continued  a  full  month  longer  than  when  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Phyficians  were  examined  before  a  Committee  of 
that  Houfe.  The  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  expreffing  t*i)me 
difgud  at  Mr.  Burke's  mode  of  reafoning,  he  faid,  that  he 
perceived  it  was  the  wifti  of  fome  gentlemen  to  difturb 
him,  and  prevent  his  delivering  his  fentiments.  They  had 
often  dpne  fo  with  too  much  fuccefs  before,  but  he  was  de- 
termined that  they  never  (hould  gain  their  ends  again. 

Mr  -B^//^;v/ declared  he  thought  it  immateiial  to  the  Mr. 
purpofe,  which  they  all  profelFed  to  feel  at  heart,  to  have  a  Ballard. 
farther  examination  of  His  Majefty's  Phyficians,  before 
iJiey  proceeded  to  reftore  the  government  to  its  due  tone. 
Al)  he  wi/hed  was,  that  proper  fteps  might  be  taken  for  tlut 
purpofe,  witlK)Ut  any  farther  delay  ;  nor  could  he  concolve 
that  it  was  neceflary  at  that  moment  to  iniVitute  another  in- 
quiry, as  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health. 
They  had  refolved  tliat  His  Majefty  was  incapable  of  any 
public  bufinefs,  and  having  procee^ded  thus  fiir,  it  was  their 
luty  to  lofe  no  tiir.e  in  rroviding  for  the  cxrrcife  of  the  fo- 
^ereign  authority  thereby   intcrrnprcd.     With  that  view  he 
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had  already  voted  for  oiie  of  tlie  Refolutiou?  prQpo[^d  by] 
''d^ 'HSttqrirafifc' g^^^^^  With'regari  to'' ttfe^m^^ 

•laM  cbritlitibiis,  he'  had  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  IwSj' 
affd^fe  ready  to  ftdtfehis  opinion  whenever  it  flmuld  Shi 
perlyitmder  theirxonfideration.  He  wonld  only  f^^i.  f 
WfeenaBitf,  which ^e  conceived  it  would  be  neceffafy^ 
paft  on  the  occafion,  fliould  be  Introduced,  he  trufted' i 
proper  care  would  be  taken  that  the  Houfe  might  reo 
cbnlVant  information  oftheftate  of  His  Majefty*4ij&Jejl 
and  from  time  to  time  know  of  his  fituation^  Tliere  mi' 
be  different  degrees  of  illnels  with  which  it  h.id  pleafed  _ 
vidence  toafflidt  His  Majefty,  but  it  was  of  no  cojifetjueoce 
to  him  what  the  degree  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs  was,  unlefsaf, 
could  be  ftated  that  he  was  capable  of  aCtendint^  to  bu&i\efs, 
Mr.  Mr.  Vanfittart  begged  to  know  of  the  right  honour^Je^ 

'anfittart,  gentleman  what  was  the  name  of  the  Phyfician  wHofe  an;, 
fwers  he  had  read  from  the  Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Lor^^ 
and  whether  the  other  Phyficians  agreed  with  him  in  tfie 
opinion  which  he  had  ftated.  iz-^ 

Ir  Burke.  Mr.  jBwr/f^  faid,  it  was  the  examination  of*  Dr*  W;4trcn. 
[A  general  cry  of  Hear  !  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Ficiufer|.^ 
Mr.  Burke  immediately  obierved  we're  their  fchemes  rip^tljaf 
they  ventured  fo  early  t©  betray  their  fen timentj  ?  Weret^iejf 
going  to  build  a  weak  and  miferable  machine  of  Govemmeiii 
on  that  foundation  of  fraud  and  falfehood  and  calumoyj 
Were  they  going  to  rob  the  firft  Phyfician  in  this  country 
of  his  chara<9er?  He  called  upon  them  to  (hew  bow  P/t 
Warren  was  likely  to  have  g5ven  a  falfe,  precipitate,  aaJ 
ill-grounded  account  of  His  Majefty  on  oath;  By  their 
chmour,  they  had  furnifhed  an  unanfwerahle  argument  for 
a  frefh  inquiry.  He  knew  Dr.  Warren,  he  belonged  tl>^j|. 
fociety  where  the  Dodlor  frequently  caixie,  and  always  fovii^  . 
liim  an  inftruftive  companion,  and  had  ever  heard  him  c6n-. 
fidci^ed  as  a  man  of  learning,  great  integrity,  and  honoia^i  ' 
but>  if  he  fhould  now  find  hini  a  defperate  quack,  pnfk)li(ea 
in  his  profeflion,  and  daring  ertough  to  deceive  the  JJoufe'.pt 
Lords,  and  to  deliver  an  ignorant  and  unfounded  opii^idn  of 
the  fituation  of  His  Majefty  on  path,  he  ought  to  be!  en- 
abled to  afcertain  the  faft,  and  it  could  be  afcertained  bj; 
another  inquiry,  where  Doctor  Warren  might  be  uhcarcdiiQ, 
the  eyes  of  mankind,  and  expofed  to  the  coritempt  and  ignjb- 
niiny  which  he  deferved,  if  the  imputation  were  true. 

Mr.  Burke  concluded  with  the  remark,  that  a  fudJeri  Q.rT  ' 
was  more  eloquent  than  any  compoCtion  of  words,  becau( 
tlie  genuine  fentlment  of  the  foul  betrayed  itfelf  in  ii^yo- 
juntary  exclamations,  while  words  were  frequently  iifedfor 
the  purpofe  of  concealing  men's  feeling,  and  exhibiting  afalfe 
colour  for  tiieir  conduil  to  tVve  «^e^  oi  rcvarvVAViA* 


Ai^789^  hk/B    A;  V  E    S.  V^     ^  ,    ;       167 

Mr.  P'mijtitart  obfeiryed,  that  though  the  right  houQUiiblcj^r.  Van* 
^ehtleman  had   nnfwered  one  part  of  his    requifitioD, .  Iie.£(tart« 
bad  taken  no  ,^otlce  of  Ihe  other,  which  was  a  defire.  to  kno^w- 
JBrhfether  the  fell  of  Fjis  Majefty's  Phyficiaos  coucurred  in 
tiic  bpinion  of  Dr-  "Warren,    which  the  right  honourable 
Igpntieman   had  read  to  the  Houfe  from  the  printed  Re-. 

^\v  Jame^i  johnjfo^  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  Sir Jamw 

^fiileman  wogld  prevent  them  from  going  upon  the  mofl  Jo^nfton*, 

glwibtis  afl  which  ihe  fubje£ls  of  a-  free  country  could  per^ 

i0rm :  upon  the  exeicife  of  their  undoubted  right  to  pro- 

T^di^  3  GbVernment  for  themrelvcs>  when  the  natural  Go- 

vtrnmenf  was,  through  accident,  or  the  unfortunate  inca- 

pacilV  of  His  Majfi^fty,  no  longer  able  to  aft.     Sir  James 

pTDtefte^  that  he  fpoke  his  genuine  fentiments  independently 

of&yoiir  or  any  motive  whatever  but  a  fenfe  of  his  duty- 

HSrKad  never  been  at  St.  James's  fince  the  year   1761,    nor 

aif'(!!sitietbn  Hoiife  in  his  life ;  but,  he  thought  that  a  man 

might  be  a  good  Member  of  Parliament  and  do  his  duty  in 

Ulat  floufe,  without  either  cringing  at  Court,  or  facrificing 

t^i; the  riling  Sun.     Befides,   how  abfurd  was  the  expe£la« 

tidti  of  thoie  who  wiflied  for  a  farther  inquiry.     Was  it  ever 

known  that  two  Pliyficians  agreed  in  opinion  in  the  world  ! 

It  Was  Impoflible  to  make  them  agree  upon  any  cafe,  and 

tKerefore  it  was  idle  to  expeft  it,  for  which  reafon  he  ad- 

vrfed  the  Poufe,  who  were  the  true  Phyficians  of  the  State, 

to  jprefcribe  for  it  without  farther  delay. 

Mr.  Lpveden  confefled  that  he  vyas  always  happy  when  he  ^^J"- 
could  coincide  in  opinion  with  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Loveucn. 
Ba'fiard) ;  but,  on  this  occafion,  his  honourable  friend  had 
deblared  that  his  mind  v^as  made  up  upon  the  fubjev5^,  and 
therefbre  he  wiflied  for  no  farther  inquiry.  Upon  a  fimilar 
priiicijile,  and  becanibhis  mind  was  not  made  up  upon  the 
fubjedl,  hjB  wifticd  for  farther  information  to  enable  him  to 
decide  as  an  honeft  man.  A  variety  of  contra-iidory  reports 
were  in  circulation  refpecling  the  ilate  of  His  Majcfly's 
health,  and  He  could  only  fpeak  from  rumour.  In  the  Houfe 
of  'Lords  he  had  heard  it.  declared,  that  His  Majefty  was  fo 
in uch  better,  that  there  were  good  grounds  to  hope  for  his 
fpeedy  recoyrry ;  but  he  had  heard  elfewhere,  direcSlIy  the 
contrary. 

Lor4  AT&r/A  remarked,  that  as  a  fudden  cry  had  burft  forth,  Ld  North, 
when  the  nam^of  a  phyfician  had  been  mentioned,  to  whom 
he  fcohfefled  hirnfelf  greatly  indebted,  and  as  that  cry  might 
be  riiflfer^ntly  interpreted,  by  thofe  without  doors,  from  its 
real  meaning,  he  could  not  avoid  rifing  to  do  juftice  to  a 
chara<3!er,  which  might  be  very  materially  and  Yet^  feT\OA3.?^>j 
^Sc£iedy  anJefs  fome^  expLmsLiion  were  given,  to  \iie.Nex\\.  \\vt 
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interference  of  a  falfe  and  injurious  imprafficn.  The  cr^  19 
which  he  alluded  might,  like  other  exclamations  of  a  fimttn 
nature,  have  proceeded  merely  from  the  ardar  of  debate  { 
but,  as  it  could  not  he  recalled,  it  might  be  underftooJ^  ai 
if  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  reafon  to  doubc  the  ikiH 
and  integrity  of  Dr.  Warren.  Now,  as  he  well  knew  that 
Dr.  Warren  was  a  phyflcian  of  great  learning,  great  iWll- 
ties,  great  honour,  and  great  integrity,  for  the  fake  of  Dr. 
Warren's  charaSer,  which  could  not  be  but  materi^iUy  hwi, 
if  an  idea  fliould  prevail  that  any  part  of  that  Houfe  thouglic 
him  capable  of  giving  falfe  evidence,  or  difguifing  tUe  trutli^ 
when  under  an  examination  upon  oath,  he  earneilt  y  wilbcd 
that  any  perlbn  who  had  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  Dr,  Warren*! 
Ikill  and  integrity,  would  ftate  what  the  grounds  were^  jBO 
which  he  entertained  that  doubt.  It  was  fair  and  candid  lof 
thofe  who  joined  in  the  cry,  to  rife  and  juftify  it*  Ifao 
one  fhould  rife,  when  thus  called  upon,  he  Ibould  take  tie 
cry  to  have  been  nothing  more  than  a  fudden  bur  ft  of  m1 
for  His  Majefty's  recovery,  and  that  Dodlot*  Warren's  til 
was  acknowledged  to  be  as  undoubted,  and  his  int^rkj  P 
unimpeached,  as  if  no  fuch  clamour  had  prevailed* 
Mr.  Chan-  Mr.  Charcellor  P/V/  faid,  that  having  before  expl||ioedM 
•ellor  Pitt.  ^]iat  grounds  it  was  that  he  objected  to  the  motioBy  and  ai 
the  greateft  part  of  the  debate  which  enfued,  had  eoafiU 
either  of  comments  on  what  had  fallen  from  him,  orcS.piMr 
ter  directed  perfonally  to  him,  it  would  not,  he  conccivaL 
be  confidered  as  any  violent  infringement  of  the  orders  sf 
the  Houfe,  if  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  a  {econd  time.  Hedjdori 
rife  for  the  purpofe  of  making  any  obfervations  concenHi^ 
either  the  charader  or  the  fkill  of  Dr.  Warren.  His  ikffl 
as  a  phyiician  was  generally  known  and  acknowledged  ;but| 
with  refpe^t  to  the  particular  diforder  with  which  His  tfiZ' 
jefty  was  afflifted,  his  fkill  was  comparatively  little^  con- 
fidered or  compared  to  that  of  thofe  phyficians  who  had  made 
that  diforder  their  peculiar  object  of  attention  ;  and  in  dy- 
ing this,  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  know  that  he  fpoke  fiom 
incontrovertible,  undoubted  authority ;  from  the  authority 
of  Dr.  Warren  himfelf,  who,  in  his  examination,  tpjd  tbf^i 
that  he  always  thought  it  necefTary  to  call  in  and  corifldt 
others  more  experienced  in  tliat  fpecies  of  pradlice  than 
himfelf.  He  repeated,  therefore,  his  objetSlion  to  any  HD* 
peceflary  delay,  but,  after  the  very  extraordinary  footiif 
iipon  which  what  he  had  before  faid  had  been  placed,  it  .fa- 
came,  in  his  mind,  unavoidable  that  foihe  farther  inquiij 
fhould  be  gone  into.  He  had  already  contended  that  ^ 
Report  gave  them  ample  grou;ids  for  proceeding,  andtllfii 
a  righc  lionoiirable  gentleman  havl  rifi  n,  and  told  the  Houft 
tlhu  ihey  were  to  ccniider  0.\e  i[)voVkAV\\  %>  vi<  Vl\%  Majefty'i 
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!jti  not  wiili  t  ifi* 

' >  coafider  it  in  i u l- i t  j  ^-)o i i. ii  q r  ^^ i e '.v .     To 

f,  the  very  rererfr  of  the  rig^ht  Ifonour* 

;  inference  was  I  he  h^  :  ami  wnsa  he   had 

a  decbr^tion,  in  coTifi!qyctice  of  tlie  predicament 

1  he  ftdod,  lie  could  not  be  fupf>ofe(l  to  fp^ak  wl>oUy 

Iilfbnnation,  whilft  he  afiirmeJ^  Out  wfut  ^  tiWw 

itijmto  males  this  fuggeilion  to  the  Houfe.     With 

Idtheirfiirore  proceeding,  ht!  tTioughrtV  rnundi 

,  by  the  R«sport  of  rUeExaminiStloiHt  >  ijefly's 

UQS  wct^e  ample ;  and  that  t!ie  two  fuSs  to  winch  lie 

fore  nllucled,  were  the  whole  of  what  he  fliouUl  beg 

pmpofe  to  the  Committee ;    bur,  when  he  found 

iimtf  the  pretefice  of  fuppofing  ih;it  no  alteration  had 

[ilaec  in  Hh  MajVfty*s  health  in  tJie  courfc  of  the  paft 

m.ittcri  were  ilated  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to  extort  from 

he  hrjj  luR  fatd,  and  which  he:  bad  caiUiotiOy 

Iti  hi ;  fpeech,   from  a  convidiofii  that  the 

ddn  ^ '  f)on  private  ophilonst  delivered,  or 

\hm%  p  r^   on   pnrticuLr  cltarak^ers,  but 

n  nSj  and  the  truth  of 

^     ;      i^juity,  he  was  of  ne- 
ro  agree  to  that  iitquiry.     He  hoped  to  be 
UMLu.ii*i.xt  fome  remarks  concerning  the /itujition  in 
tbcv  were  dlicu filing  the  fu&jcfl*     The  noble  Lord 
le  V       '    1  talked  of  tbe  ardor  And  w^rMith  common 
icbate;  .   s  ready  to  admit,  that  to  dtUue  on  polht- 

n\jeftionu,  wliert;  men  were  governed  by  rticir  partiality^ 
id  he  meaiu  ^  laudable  partiality  ^o  one  fet  of  men  over 
stTief)  from  a  ijerluaficn  that  their  political  fyftem  was 
fer^  tficy   might  Jhew  a  •'  of  ardor^  and  occaGonally 

f  warmth;  but,  in  ti  t  iiifciiiTion,  there  could 

differtnce  of  opinio fij  hccauie  tlie re  could  be  but  one 
and  J  tht^reforej  he  could  not  avoid  uioft  ferioufly,  la- 
•filLing  the  degree  of  warmth  which  had  been  ufed^  where 
Bfaig  like  violence  ought  to  have  characterized  their  dif- 
Hn*  He  could  not  but  feel  conceiiij  in  particular,  that 
^fcht  hanoD  ruble  gen  I  lefrj  an  over  again  il  him  h:id  done 
WRf  fo  much  injury^  as  to  bave  betrayed  a  degree  of 
^riTith  which  feemed  to  have  arifen  fronri  his  entertaining 
Ihes  different  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  Houfe.  If  tlie 
^  honourable  gentleii^an  had  difcovered  that  th^  fcH\4fe!ivc^ 
thctioufe  ofCommom  was  not  enoueU  vq  tiioc^i  Aa^'^> 
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and  that  the  Report  of  the  Lords  was  neceffary  to  be  recur- 
red to,  and  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  felt  the  impro^ 
piiety  of  delay,  was  it  fair,  was  it  candid,  that  an  argument 
(hould  be  flated  on  thofe  grounds  for  farther  ioqurry,  anj 
the  Report  of  the  Houleot  Lords  quoted,  without  once  Hat- 
ing to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Report  was  a  Report  delivered 
and  printed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  nearly  a  month  ago  ? 
He  here  obferved,  that,  contrary  to  hts  own  opinion,  as  to 
the  neceflity,  and  merely  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  doiug 
what  he  confidered  as  totally  irregular  and  improper;  fro^ 
proceeding  to  aft  upon  the  private  opinions  of  any  man,  when. 
the  grounds  of  thofe  opinions  could  be  fubftantiated;  he 
felt  liimfelf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  agreeing  to  a  farther 
inquiry:  but,  the  Houfe,  he  conceived,  would  inflitute  the 
inquiry,  by  a  motion  more  generally  expreffed  than  that  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  from  motives  of  deli- 
cacy, proceed,  as  before,  by  a  Selefl  Committee,  who 
might,  he  hoped,  fmiih  their  examination  in  half  a  day  or 
little  more;  and,  as  the  Houfe  might  content  themfelves 
with  having  the  Report,  which  would,  hefuppofed,  befhort^ 
read,  without  waiting  for  its  being  printed,  he  hoped  they 
would  not  lofe  more  than  a  day  or  two  at  fartheft-  Upon 
thefe  grounds,  he  fliould  be  happy  to  withdraw  the  queftion 
of  the  order  of  the  day,  wifhing,  however,  that  they  (night 
r>ot  raiftake  the  principles  on  which  it  was  that  he  did  fo. 
j.Bwke  ^^'  ^^''^^  anfwered,  that  he  always  thought  it  neceffary 
to  ftand  upon  his  guard  when  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man undertook  his  defence.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man not  being  able  to  carry  amy  point  by  reafoning,  had 
fallen  upon  his  motives,  inftead  of  hrs  arguments,  wejl 
knowing  that  it  was  a  fafer  mode  of  attack,  becaufe  every 
man  could  judge  of  thejuftice  cf  the  one,  though  no  one 
could  poffibly  guefs  at  the  truth  of  the  other,  and,  therefore, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  judged  him  from  the  mo- 
tives within  his  own  breaih  1  here  was,  however,  fo  much 
of  malice  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  compaffioni 
and  fo  much  cf  cenfure  in  his  lamentations,  that  he  hoped 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  the  kindneft  to 
fpare  his  pity,  and  to  leave  him  out  of  his  lamentations  for 
the  future.  Mr.  Burke  now,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Vanfittart'j 
queftion,  whether  the  other  phyfieians  concurred  in  opi- 
nion with  Dr.  Warren  ?  read  feme  extrafts  from  Sir  George: 
Baker's  examination.  He  then  took  notice  of  Mr.  PiA 
obfervation  concerning  the  tone  and  emphafis  with  which  he 
had  mentioned  the  circumftance  of  the  Lords'  Report  being 
a  month  old,  and  contended,  that  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman-  prefcribed  the  mode  of  examination  of  the  phy^ 
iiduiis,  the  Houfe  never  would  find  03t.  the  truth ;.  becauu^ 
6  Hi 
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if  learned  men  were  to  be  examined  by  ignorant  men,  tli-j 
imofance  of  the  latter  rendered  the  learning  of  the  former  of 
no  avail,  it  being  impodible  for  thofe  wlio  were  moft  know- 
ing in  a  difficult  profeflion,  to  put  fuch  queflions  to  knowing 
i^ehf  as  fliould  extract  tlie  neceiTary  information,  which 
cotild  only  begotten  at,  by  fufFering  the  learned  to  difcourfc 
at  large,  and  as  they  thought  proper  of  themfclves,  and  then 
toextra£l  and  colle^flfrom  the  whole  of  thcrir  dilcourfe  what 
was  neceirnrv  information.  If  a  difference  of  opinion  exilled 
among  His  Majefty's  phyficians,  why  was  not  Dr.  Monro 
called  ?  The  keeper  of  one  mad-houfe  ought  to  be  fet  again  ft 
the  keeper  of  another,  and  by  the  oppofition  they  would 
come  at  the  truth.  He  knew  that  Dr.  Monro  was,  to  that 
day,  confulted  by  the  firft  phyficians  in  exiftence.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  atked  for  good  grounds  to 
be  Ihewn,  why  opinions  were  entertained  that  His  Majefty's 
recovery  was  more  imp^lwhle  than  it  had  been  four  wcel^s 
fince;  and  he,  in  like  manner,  called  upon  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  jfliew  what  grounds  tliere  were  i'or  tli;^  opi- 
nion which  he  entertained  that  a  greater  probability  of  llis 
Majefty's  recovery  exifted  at  prefent,  than  was  perceived 
before.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  abfolutely 
compelled  him  to  fay  fomething,  in  confequence  of  his  hav- 
ing thrown  out  a  moft  malignant  and  unmerited  imputation. 
To  charge  him  with  not  wifliing  His  Majefty  to  recover, 
was  as  foul  an  afperfion  as  could  have  come  from  the  low/sft 
xn2kh  in  that  Houfe;  and  he,  Mr.  Burke  obforved,  fliould  be 
the  laft  freeman  in  it,  if  he  fuffered  himfidf,  at  any  time, 
to  be  brow-beaten  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  fond  of  throwing  about  his 
treafons  and  his  ill  wiflies;  but,  for  disown  part,  he  would 
never  tamely  fubmit  to  either.  With  regard  to  any  warmth 
which  he  had  betrayed,  he  fliould  not  helltate  to  affirm  that 
he  had  not  let  a  word  efcape  him,  that  he  Ihould  be  aftiaraed 
to  have  recorded.  His  voice  w^as  weak,  and  therefore  he 
was  forced  to  raife  and  exert  it ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that 
he  was  in  a  paffion  ;  he  might  fay,  with  one  of  the  ancients, 
who  had  bee«i  charged  with  being  in  a  pafilon,  *'  Tx^t  my 
**  ptilfe  be  felt,  and  fee  if  it  does  net  beat  temperately." — 
"When  he  fpoke  of  a  fa6l,  without  being  ready  to  adduce  any 
authority  for  it,  then  let  him  be  arraigned  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  and  then  let  unworthy  moti  ves  be  afcribed 
to  hitn.  He  hoped  to  meet  witii  judges  more  favourable, 
than  to  attempt  to  criminate  him  from  imputed  wifties,  when 
he  had  argued  from  authentic  informatiori.  When  be  fled 
from  inquiry,  then  let  the  right  honourable  gentlemau  ^ilva 
his  envenomed  fbaftsat  him.  He  was  ready  to  ^o  \v\Xo  ;i 
AIJ  and  free  Inquiry  at  the  bar  ;  becaufe  there  \\^  co\A<\  ^o 
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juftice  to  himfelf,  but  not  in  a  Committee.  Let  Dr.  War- 
ren be  placed  againfl  another  eminent  phyfician,  and  a  keeper 
of  a  mad-houfe,  with  thirty  patients,  againft  the  keeper  ofif 
mad-houfe  with  three  hundred,  and  thus  th^  Houfe  would' 
become  poffeffed  of  well-founded  and  complete  intelligetlGei 

Mr.  RoUe  Mr,  ^<?//^  contended,  that  all  the  blame  imputable  to  the 
introduftion  of  the  name  of  one  of  His  Majefty's  phyficiani 
that  day,  was  imputable  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe^  and- 
not  to  thofe  on  the  fide  on  which  he  was ;  for,  that  Drr 
Warren's  name  had  been  firft  mentioned  by  the  right  ho» 
nourable  gentleman  himfelf. 
^r.  Mr.  Pulteney  remarked,  that  he  could  not  perceive,  with* 

Pultcney.  ^^t  concern,  that  fo  much  warmth  had  been  ihewn  in  the 
debate.  He  was  defirOus  of  calling  back  the  Houfe  to  a  proi 
per  degree  of  temper,  and  was  againft  withdrawing  the  quef- 
tion  for  the  order  of  the  day.  He  confidered  that  both  fidei 
of  the  Houfe  had  been  drawn  from  their  objedk  merely  by 
warmth,  and  that  they  had  thence  forgotten  how  much  tb 
country  had  already  fufFered,  and  was  daily  fufieringj  by 
delay.  If  any  man  were  to  fay  that  it  was  impoffible  for  Hi* 
Majefty  to  recover,  that  would  be  a  ground  for  faitber  in- 
quiry  ;  or  if  any  man  were  to  fay  that  His  Majefty  was  ca- 
pable of  executing  public  bufinefs,  that  alfo  would  be  a 
ground  for  inquiry  ;  but  neither  of  thefe  things  were  faid. 
Between  the  two,  there  might  be  many  (hades  of  difierehce^ 
but  the  Houfe  had  no  occafion  to  meddle  with  either  the  one 
or  the  other. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  it  did  not  excite  his  furprize,  when 
he  perceived  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafi 
obje<Sled  againft  withdrawing  the  queftion  ef  the  order  of 
the  day.  That  honourable  gentleman  had,  he  believed,  not 
been  a  confiderable  time  in  this  country,  and,  therefore,  he 
muft  be  a  ft  ranger  to  the  various  rumours  and  reports  ihcip- 
culation.  Had  he  known  as  much  of  thofe  reports  at  hi 
did,  the  honourable  gentleman  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  han  - 
thought  the  propofed  inquiry  abfolutely  neceflary^  With 
regard  to  the  two  propofitions  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
referred  to,  they  were  nearly  the  words  which  he  had  himfelf 
ufed,  on  the  firft  day  that  the  fubjeft  had  been  mentionel 
in  that  Houfe.  He  had  then  faid,  that  all  His  Majefty*! 
phyficians  had  declared  themfelves  clearly  and  decifively  of 
opinion,  that  His  Majefty  was  incapable  of  meeting  hit  rar- 
liament,  and  of  doing  public  bufinefs ;  but,  that  his  recoveiy 
was  probable,  though  no  one  of  them  could  fay  when  his 
recovery  was  likely  to  take  place.  Agreeing,  therefore,  that 
His  Majefty  might  recover,  and  if  the  probability  be  tfct 
he  ivould  recover  foon,  they  muft  fubmit  for  a  (hort  tinw 
to  a  we.ifc  government,  crrifeio  wi'wyirj  Xo^%VU!ijcAl 


I78$#  DEBATES.  17, 

len  the  time iliould  arrive  for  him  to  refume  his  preroga- 
fjee.  If  that  were  the  argument,  flill  he  fhould  contend^ 
^  it  was  neceflary  for  them  to  proceed  to  learn  when  His 
^jelly's  recovery  was  likely  to  take  place;  but,  for  his 
rt»  he  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  bopeleffnefs  of  the 
fc.  Mr- Fox  added,  that,  upon  the  prei'ent  occafion,  he 
aft  take  notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honour- 
le  gentleman  over  the  way,  and  enter  his  proteft  again  ft 
int  woukl,  if  continued,  inevitably  end  in  putting  a  flop 

all  freedom  of  debate  in  that  Houfe.  The  right  honour- 
le  gentleman  had  talked  of  warmth,  and  faid  it  was  allow- 
le,  when  the  political  interefts  of  parties  were  at  ftake,  but 
t  at  the  prefent  junv5ture;  and  that  therefore  his  right  ho- 
•urable  friend  had  fpoken  from  his  wifties.  If  fuch  attempts 

impute  unbecoming  motives  to  Members  for  their  argu- 
snts,  were  made,  unaccompanied  with  any  one  reafon  in 
fwer  to  thofe  arguments,  it  was  enough  to  fire  any  man 
ItB  indignation.  He  made  no  fcruple  to  confefs,  that  he 
t  equal  warmth  with  his  right  honourab'e  friend,  as  much 
irmth  as  he  had  ever  felt  on  any  political  queftion  what- 
ever— not  from  a  wiih  that  His  Majefty  might  not  reco- 
r ;  he  (incerely  wiftied  that  he  might ;  but  from  what  was 
3re  ftrong  in  his  mind,  even  than  the  fatisfiiclion  which 
aft  refult  from  his  knowing  that  His  Majefty  wns  reftored 
his  health,  from  his  defire  that  the  people  ihould  be  ac- 
ainted  with  the  truth.  In  fuch  a  caul'e,  he  was  not  aftiamed 

confefs  himfelf  warm,  and  to  avow  his  defire  and  his  de- 
rmination  to  refift  an  attempt  to  deceive  an  affedlionate 
ople,  and  to  prevent  that  Houfe  from  being  deluded,  un- 
r  falfe  pretences,  into  a  mode  of  government  which  would 
:rifice  the  Conftitution.  In  fuch  a  caufe,  he  felt  a  warmth 
perior  even  to  his  attachment  to  Majefty;  fnperior  to  the 
re  and  loyalty  which  a  fubjeft  owed  his  Sovereign ;  an  at- 
:hment  founded  in  the  love  of  a  man  of  honour  to  truth, 
,d  in  his  deteftation  of  falfehood.  With  regard  to  the  man- 
T  in  which  the  cry  had  been  given  from  the  other  fide, 
tien  Dr.  Warren's  name  had  been  mentioned,  it  was  im- 
ffible  for  the  friends  of  that  gentleman,  and  for  every  man 
ding  like  a  gentleman,  not  to  glow  with  the  utmoft  con- 
inpt.  A  phyfician's  eminence,  above  all  other  profeffions 
batever,  flood  upon   the  moft  fecure  and  certain  footing. 

0  man  employed  a  phyfician  from  favour;  no  man  em- 
oyed  a  phyfician  becaufe  he  was  of  his  party,  nor  becaufe 

1  had  given  him  his  intereft  at  an  election ;  but,  they  trufted 
eir  health  in  his  hands,  becaufe  he  was  known  to  pofTefs 
perior  fkill,  and  on  that  account  alone.  He  would  be- 
te that  the  great  perfonage  before  alluded  to  by  him,  (the 
nd  Cbaacelhr)  had  an  ill  opinion  of  Dr. "W^ttwv^  viV^xv 
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r  ^' it^die  noble  and)  earn       '       t   inift  ^, 

.  ,o\j  Id  next  have  thar*  i.iob^^j 

3tiv  Dtiier  ha.nilB#     Thefe  were   tmt   uicoinmniSi  tiutr    l 

It  Was  tlie  cfinCfJpfiee  with  uhicli  people  of  ihe  tooft  ^^a 

ranks  trufted  tbcir  healths  in  Dt.  W^rc^stiaods^  that  m 

him  f^  xi^^tifudJ)  emintnt  as  a  -^  v^—  TTbf  cry^    tlifj 

fore,  \f  it  jneant  $Tiy  thing,  v.\  n  njcanr  to  qj 

Ycy  iTi  inftnuation  agalfift  Dt^  Uiiricr/s  nUcgrify;  bi^l 

t be  0]>i/i t u Ti  of  D 0 cio r  A'V^i r  ren's  ik  1 1 1   nt ver  coiil d  r i flf^l 

no  jfere  coulil  the  opinion  of  hit  iDtegritv  nO*,  thaogb  Mi 

nifc-gViry  uTidoUhtedly  eqiialkd  his  IkjJL    The  right  honda^ 

^'Ac  gLnilf.mar)  had  oeen  pleafed  lo  fay,  t^at  he  tJiQttgJjny 

he  pfobahiUty  of  His  M;\iefty's  recovery  w^s  v- 

efofe,  and  he  h.it^  adiled,  chat  he  wasprovokt 

'that  to  be  hb  priv^ate  opinion.     I  will  not  be  |>t. 

ferved  Mr.  Fox)  to  dt^clare'  any   pfiviite  opinio:;  . 

the  coTttiary,  nor  will  1  aflenC  to  fhut  &f  the  right 

able  gentleman  ;  but,  if  thie  Houfewer^  to  ]\-\     -  ' 

of  differeace  of  opi nicn,  as  to  i^e  proba^.  .iis 

jffly*£  recovery 5  which  I  think  i?  extremely  uUturdj  1 

ilitr  contendj  that  the  inquiry  flioyld  be  as  free  and  op( 

poffiMe* 

^TtPkh^ttify  mentioned  his  deterni;nation  to  divide  tl( 
Houfc,  iltcbring  th^it  it  was  not  Jlkdy  that  all  His  Majet 
ty's  I-''  "  ns  fh OG Id  dt;cide  alike,  and  th^reforej  as  he  con 
fidert  .  upofcd  inquiry  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  dd% 

to  delays  he  would  take  the  Cenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  quel 
tion  of  the  order  of  the  d:iy:* 

Mr*  SBeridafi  h^ggei  Ic-ive  to  call  to  the  recolkdtoai 
the  riglit  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  was  bonnd  by  > 
own  words  to  fubmic  to  the  propofed  iiitjniry,  fince  !■    n 
declared,  that  if  any  M ember  aflerted  that  there  was 
^  probLibilily  of  the  recovery  of  His  Ma.jefty  foontr  th  ;     \m 
had  been  when  ihephyfieians  were  lait  examined,  the  Hdl 
0ugllt  to  proceed  to  afibther  exatni nation.     Now,  the  rtg 
h  o  notJ  rahle  gentleman  ft  o  od  ex  a6l  1  y   i  u  t  !i  a  t  li  t  iiat  ion  hit 
^  "elf^  havin^^  declared j  that  he  had,  from  what  he  knew,  n 
frtr*  to  he!v*ve  that  His  Majefty's  fpeedy  recovery  w.is  ml 
frob:^  bio  than  it  had  been^  ai\d  he  had  alfo  declared  that  I 
piniofi  Hart   f^tfen  extorted   from  him,     Mr.  Sherjdaii  cc 
fended  that  it  was  material  tfm   the  phyficiafis^  charadi 
r       '  ■  fi>^  dptimed  facr^^d  ;  employed  as   they  w^re  about  1 
*  ^  ^|nd  nut  in  any  ordinary  cafe  ;  and  therefore^- 1 

|.suidic  Lud  kn  inier*^ti  in  their  chara£lers<  .^  - 

JkvChi^T       Mr.  Chaiicfillor  J'jt*  obferved,  that  after  what.had  paffi 
dlop  Pj^i,   he  fhDtltd  he  in  the  fingular  predicament  of  feeling   hh 

-  "^  -  ', 'i^ainrt  his. own  motion,  ^ui  he  owned 

Ai  the  gr 'Later  Tel\iCt3Ltvcfe,  5i^\\^  ^<iv\\V 
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BtD  diiFer  from  the  honour^file  gent  Ionian  uadei; 
who,  hfl  had  hoped,  would  liave  w^iveil  lus  ob* 
e  wiUidr:iWing  of  the  queAioti  of  the  otdtt  6( 
»  niuft  alfo  beg  leavx  to  objeA  to  ati  IionoQr- 
an's  (Mr,  Sheridan)  r^pretentilioa  of  what  h^ 

account  of  its  mcorred"lnds*     He  hnr!  i>ot,  m 
gumentj  declarcdj  that  if  any    '  ci^uld 

e  had  reafon  to  helicvK  His  MiijVu  ^  _  ^_ut!y  re- 
probable  than  it  was,  the  Houfe  ought  to  pto* 
ler  inquiry;  bur^  he  believed^  that  he  had  iiid> 
Member  could  afl'etf^  or  fuggeil  tlial  ht:  had  good 
dt  that  HisMajelly  would  not  recover^  or  that 
over  in  any  given  time^  in  either  cafe  he  Ihauld 
n qu t r y  nee effa r  y  *  M  r,  Chaticei ! or  Pitt  added^ 
.  not  help  remarking  the  extraordinary  way  m 
ght  honourable  gentleman  had  tholen  to  ad- 
g  as  to  his  pitvate  opinion  of  the  probahltity  oC 
s  fpeedy  recover  y,  or  other  wile,  when  at  llip 
htd  argued,  th^t  they  were  to  con  Oder  the  pro- 
[Is  Majelly's  recavefy»  exuAty  ait  U  Jio^d  whei| 
ad  been  made  four  weftkft  ugo^  joining  to  it  Xh^ 

that  it  was  now  four  weeks  finct  the  Repcwt 
This  was  the  neweft  way  of  faying  nothing  that 
fXperfencedp  He  declared  he  would  not  tftlrj^L 
ich  he  had  urged  in  that  Honfe ;  hot,  if  the  ex- 
;re  ordered,  he  conceived  that  k  ttmll  not  be  at 
by  a  SeleiS^  Committee,  on  acconnc  of  delicacy 
lerconfideration* 
ifweredj  that  as  the  right  honourable  gontleman  Mr.  Fo«^  J 
Cctiie  liJm  of  difingenuDurnefs,  he  fhoold  afTure  \ 

ad  only  faid  that  the  ground  of  the  probjibihty 
ty'5  recovery  miift  be  drawn  from  the  papt;rs  bii- 
i€f  unlcfs  a  new  inquh'y  was  gone  into*  Hc- 
opioioti  of  his  own  a&  to   the  prefcnt  ftatft  of 

heatth,  nor  fhould  the  right  houourablc  gcrntltit. 

oni  him  the  lealt  opinion  whatfoevcr, 

wrfW  conceived,  ihatan  examination  of  ihephy-  *JJ  ^*'**^ 

(vas  abfoiately  aeceflary ;  fcutj  that  it  ought  to    ^^^^^^^ 

nation  at  the  Bar  ot   that  Houfc*  and  oot ' 

i  Committee^    ITius  the  Reports  which  were 

beentirety  done  away  j  w]>jch  would  not  prove 

an  examination  in  ^  corner,  with  which  he  wai . 

I  the  public  would  not  be  fatisfied, 

fy  remarked,  that  if  the  examination  of  the  phy*  Mr.  ?ul* 

©employ  but  a  fuigk  day  or  two^  he  poflGbly  'taey. 

fednue  his  objeflion  to  withdrawing  the  cjuel* 

der  of  the  day;  but  if  there  were  toVeajjex-  _ 

tlie  &ir  of  the  Houfej  the  examinauon  v;<au\4 
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not  be  gone  through  in  a  week,  and  then  the  delay  might  be- 
come attended  by  confequences  of  too  ferious  a  nature. 
]yf  r.  Mr.  Sumner  obfenred,  that  when  gentlemen  applied  to  an 

Sumner,  examination  before  a  Seledt  Committee  appointed  hj  thit 
Houfe,  the  unworthy  expreffion  of  doing  bufiriefs  iix  a  cch^ 
ncr,  a  refledlion  becanie  levelled  againft  thofe  honourable 
Members  who  bad  beeii  on  the  lall  Committee;  neither  coM 
he  approve  of  the  procraftiiiating  method  Which  moft  a^ 
tend  an  examination  at  the  bar  of  the  Houle. 
1^^,  Mr.  Fyner  conCdered  what  had  been  faid  as  no  refledioo 

Vyner.  ^^  himfelf,  or  any  Member  of  that  Committee,  in  which  be 
would  do  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  juftice  tx}  fay, 
that  every  thing  was  conducted  regularly  and  fatisfadoril]!| 
to  all  the  Members,  with  their  unanimous  approbation*  au 
with  the  ftrideft  regard  to  nicenefs,  and  every  .tbiiig  of  that 
kind ;  but  as  the  Report  of  that  Committee  had.  not  sippeareJ 
to  have  given^  complete  fatisfa(%ion  to  the  public  at  laigc^bc 
was  for  going  into  an  examination  in  the  fuliefi  ipanner. 

Mr.  tulteney  waved  his  obje£lion>  and  the  quefti9n  of  (be 
crder.of  the  day  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  . 

.  <<  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  tl^e  pfajfi- 1 
<<.  cians  who  have  attended  His  Majefty,  touchipg  the  Jpri* 
*^  of  His  Majefty's  health,  and  that  they  do  report  the  fiiiii 
<«  to  the  Houfe.*^ 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved  by  way  of  amendment. 

To  leave  out  from  the  words  "  examine  the  phy£ciani,"ti 
the  end  of  the  above  motion,  in  order  to  infert, 

*'  To  enquire  into  the  nature  and  prefent  fiate  of  Hi 
<*  Majefty 's  malady,  and  into  the  probability  of  his  fteeJJ 
«  recovery y  and  that  they  have  power  to  fend  for  fu<fipJ^ 
*^  fons  and  papers  as  they  think  may  give  them  fu£Scient  Or 
**  formation  concerning  the  fame." 

Queftion  put,  that  the  words  "  to  examine  the  phyCciaiar 
fiand  part  of  this  queftion.  Upon  this  a  divifion  took  plac4, 
221,10141. 

An  amendment  was  again  moveid,  to  iafert  after  «  phyll* 
cians,*^  <<and  other  mediod  perfons.''  '  This  pafled  ia  the  w 
gative. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  afterwards  moved,  "  That  the  phj* 
^  ficians  who  have  attended  His  Majefty  during  his  illm 
"  touching  the  prefent  ftate  of  His  Majefty*s  health,,  be  a- 
•*  amined  before  a  fclefl  Committee.** 

An  amendment  waspropofed,  by  leaving  out  "  ieled  Cobh 
««  mittee,**  and  inferting  "  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe.** 

It  pafled  in  the  negative,  and  a  Committee  of  tweoty-W 
pcrfons  being  named,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


A.  1789.  D    E    B    A    T    E    S,  ^  i 

Wednefday^  ^th  of  January* 

The  Houfe  was  not  fufliciently  attended  for  t^e  purpofes 
* ;  of  bufinefs. 

'  ^  Thurfdayy  %th  of  yanuary. 

L       The  eicamination  of  the  phyficiaiis  concerning  the  ftate  of 

*  ^  .the  health  of  the  King  not  being  concluded^  no  debate  oc* 

curred;  and,  011 

Friday^  i^th  of  fanuary^ 

..^  /■     The  Speaker  had  fcarcely  taken  ihe  chair,  when  the  Houfe 
,«r  adjourned. 

^'*  '"  Saturday^  loth  of  January. 

;,  .     The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair, 
:     Mr.  Dundas  exprefled  his  concern  that  any  farther  difap-      Mr- 

•  pofrttment  fhould  occur  refpe<5ling  the  report  of  the  Com-  Dundas. 

•  miitee  appointed  to  examine  His  Majefty'sphyficiuns.  The 
-Committee  were  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to  have 
the  Report  ready  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  on  this  day;  but 
flill  he  found  it   neceflfary  to  apprize  the  Houfe  that  the 

'\  Repprt  could  not  poflibly  be  ready  before  the  enfuing  Mon- 

iJay ;  and  he  would^  therefore,  after  moving  that  tlie  order  of 

the  day  for  the  Houfe  going  into  a  Committee  (hould  he 

difcharged,  move,  "  That  the  Houfe  do  meet  on  Monday 

**  next,  to  receive  the  Report  of  the  Committee." 

Thefe  motions  being  put  and  carried, 

Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  for  the  better  fatisfaSion  of  th^ 
Members,  the  Report  could  be  printed  againft  Wednefday  ; 

•  and  he  would  therefore  move  "  That  the  Houfe  do  meet  on 
•«  Wednefday  next,  to  take  into  confideration  the  State  of 

"  the  Nation  f-  which   motion  being  alfo  agreed  to,  the 
r '  'Houfe  adjourned. 

^.  Monday^  l2tb  of  January. 

Sir  Robert  Smyth  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  sirRobei 
he  had  a  petition  to  prefent  from  the  Eleflors  of  Colchefter,    SnL)tli, 
but  as  he  faw  that  the  Houfe  was  rather  thin,  and  the  fubjevft 
.of  the  petition  might  poflibly  occafion  much  difcuflion,  he 
would  merely  give  notice  of  the  contents  of  the  petition, 

-  and  move  it  on  the  following  Wednefday,  Sir  Robert  then 
read  the  petition,  which  alleged,  that  Sir  Edmund  Afflecic 
died  on  the  19th  of  Noveml^er  laft,  that  his  death  occafioned 
a  vacancy  for  Colchefter,  that  a  writ  was  iflued  for  the  choice 
ofa  Reprefentativefor  that  borough  in  December  laft,  that 

'    George  Jackfon,  and  George  Tierney,  Efquires,  became  can- 
didates, that  the  Returning  Officer  having  proceeded  to  ;v.^ 
Vox.  XXV,  A  a  ^\^SC\^w> 
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cleQion,  had,  on  the  dole  of  the  poll,  declared  the  nambers 
of  the  votes  on  each  fide  to  he  equal,  and  made  bis  i^iA^im 
accordingly  to  that  Houfe.  The  petition  afterwards  iftalcd 
the  inconvenience  refulting  to  a  town  of  (b  much  trade  as 
Colchefler,  from  the  circumftance  of  remaining  unreprefent- 
ed  for  two  months,  and  ^uring  the  agitation  of  queftidns  of 
fo  much  critical  moment  and  importance,  as  had  fbr  fome 
weeks  paft  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  it  was 
added,  tiiat  the  ele&ors  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Tlerney, 
had  no  doubt  but  that  in  due  time  they  /hould  be  able  to  efta- 
blifli  the  faft,  that  Mr.  1  ierney  had  the  majority  of  good 
votes,  to  the  fatisfadtion  and  convi<Slion  of  a  Committee  of 
that  Houfe  ;  and  therefore  prayed  the  Houfe  to  take  facli 
meafures  as  to  tlieir  wifdom  fhould  feem  fit,  to  prevent  the 
town  of  Colchefter  from  any  longer  remaining  unreprefented. 

Mr.  Mr.  Dcmpjier  remarked,  that  nothing  could  more  militate 

Denipfter  againft  his  ideas  of  the  Conftitution,  than  the  fuppofidoB 
that  the  Houfe,  under  its  prefent  circumftances,  couldeven 
go  t\\Q  length  of  ifluing  a  writ,  for  the  choice  of  a  reprefen- 
tative  for  a  vacant  borough,  or  take  any  one  ftep  ^whatever 
of  a  parliamentary  nature,  before  they  liad  the  third  Efiatere- 
ftored,  and  were  made  a  regular  Houfe  of  Parliament.  In 
his  opinion,  the  ancient  prarace  was  prefirable.  He  thought 
that  tlie  reftoring  the  Conftitution  to  its  complete  form,  the 
preliminary  ftep  to  be  taken,  before  they  proceeded  to\he 
exercife  of  any  of  their  individual  funf^ions  as  one  branch  of 
tlie  Legiflature,  and  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  honourable 
Baronet  would  wave  his  intention  of  prefenting  the  peti- 
tion on  Wednefdaj  next,  and  not  urge  the  Houfe  to  proceed 
far  her  than  the  length  of  liTuing  writs, to  which  they  already 
had  proceeded. 

The  Houfe  waited  in  expeftation  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  His  Majefty's  phyficians  being  able  to 
complete  their  Report,  and  prefent  it  as  upon  this  day,  but, 
fuch  an  event  not  happening, 

Mr.  Mr.  Fyner  obferved,  that  it  was  not  without  uneafinefs  that 

"V)ncr.  he  found  hirafelf  under  the  neceflity  of  offering  to  the  Houfe 
a  motion  uj)on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  but,  although  the  Com- 
mittee ai>ove  flairs  had  applied  themfelves  n.oft  afliduoofly  to 
the  ohje<S^  of  their  appointment,  an-!  had  exerted  everv  en- 
deavour to  expedite  the  completion  of  their  Reports,  they  had 
found  fo  much  new  work  upon  their  hands  (and  that  of  too 
gnat  importance  to  be  paffed  over)  that  it  had  as  vet  been 
out  of  tlieir  power  to  finifti  their  bufinefs,  and  therefore  they 
felt  themfelves  obliged  either  to  become  guilty  of  the  very 
grofs  Irregularity  of  making  a  Report  in  part  only,  or  of  de- 
firing  the  Houfe   to  wait  auoihw  tia^^  by  which  time  thef 
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thoDght  they  fhould  be  abie  to  conclude  their  evamtnation, 
and  make  their  Report  whole  and  entire.  U]y>n  this  ground 
he  ihould  beg  leave  to  propoie  an  adjournn>cnt  until  the 
morrow. 

The  queftion  of  adjournn>ent  having  been  put  from  the 
Chair)  the  fame  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  at  this  moment  entered  the  Houfc,  and  Mr 
defi^red  to  be  heard  a  few  words  before  the  Houfe  feparatetl ;  Chanc 
a  cry  of  "Places!  Places  !"  prevailing,  fome  gentlemen  lt>r Pii 
faid,  "  there  is  no  Speaker  in  the  chair,"  (Mr  Grenville 
having  left  it  as  foon  as  the  queftion  of  adjournment  was  car- 
ried) tlie  Chancellor  of  the  txche^juer  then  laid,  thut  as  his 
Qbje£t  was  to  fave  gentlemen  trouble,  he  ho]>ed  they  W(ju1J 
excuie  a  little  diforder;  that  he  had  not  Ix-tn  able  to  get 
4own  fooner,  having  hut  that  moment  left  the  chair  of  tlie 
Conamittee.  As  the  Report,  from  the  circumftances  tliat  bad 
occurred  during  the  examiriation,  would  be  confuV.rably 
longer  than  had  been  at  firftexpeded,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt 
informed  all  the  Members  prelect,  that  had  the  Houfe  been 
^tting,  it  was  his  intention  to  have  moved  to  difchargc  the 
order  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
vrhole  Houfe  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  on  Wednefday,  and 
to  have  moved  it  for  Thui Ida y,  which  was  as  early  as  the 
Report  could  reafonahly  l>e  exped^ed  to  be  printed,  and  gen- 
tlemen to  have  leail  it.  No  perfon,  I. e  declared,  could  be 
mote  anxious  and  impatient  than  he  was,  on  every  account, 
to  go  into  tlie  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  and 
proceed  to  take  the  other  neceflary  Heps  for  reftoring  the 
Government  to  its  due  (hare  of  energy  and  vigour,  hut  as 
the^dclay  of  a  day  was,  under  the  circumftances  which  he 
had  mentioned,  abiolutely  unavoidable,  I.e  hoped  that  wlut 
lie  had  then  iaid,  however  irregularly  introduced,  would  be 
confidered  as  a  notice  that  he  iliould  on  the  morrow  move  to 
difchargethe  order  of  the  day  for  Wedneiday,  and  move  it 
for  Thurfday. 

The  Houfe  impiediately  feparated,  and  adjourned. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  His 
Majefty's  phyficians,  beinj;  expected  to  he  made,  the  Houfe 
waited  till  paft  five,  when  the  Committee  above  flairs  rofe, 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Vyner,  with 
other  Members  of  the  Committee,  came  down,  and  pri- 
vately informed  the  Speaker,  and  moil  of  tlie  Membttrs 
prefent,  that  they  had  clofed  their  Kxamination,  and  that 
the  Report  waited  only  for  the  lall  Iheets  of  it  to  be  fairly 
CQpied.  At  half  after  five  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brought  the 
Keport  down,  and,  after  the  ufual  fojtUj  VJ^^  ^t\^^^  ^.^ 
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bring  it  up  to  the  table.     He  then  moved,  *^  That  thoR»*' 
port  be  now  read."    This  motion  brought  up 
Mr.  Mr.  Burke  J  who,  having  met  it  with  his  ohjedtion,  da- 

Burke,  clared,  that  he  would  confine  what  he  had  to  fay  to  a  few 
words,  and  a  few  words  only.  It  always  gave  him  pain  to 
differ  in  opinion  from  gentlemen  with  whom  he  was  aflTo- 
ciated  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  a  public  duty ;  audi 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  gave  him  as  much  pain'fo  to 
differ,  as  it  ever  had  done  on  any  one  occafion,  that  had 
occurred  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life ;  Jbut,  there  was  a 

fioint  of  duty,  and,  in  that  duty,  a  point  of  importancd 
uperior  to  every  perfonal  confideration.  It  was,  there- 
fore, in  compliance  with  that  important  duty,  that  he  thcw 
felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  rife,  to  objeft  to  the  Report'v 
being  read,  to  move  for  its  recommitment,  to  complain  of 
the  condu6l  of  the  Committee,  and  to  accufe  them  of  not 
having  faithfully  difcharged  their  duty.  The  firft  matter 
which  he  fhould  beg  leave  to  ftate  was,  that  inftead  ofcon* 
ftruing  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  which  appointed  thani^in. 
its  largeft  fenfe,  and  extending  their  inquiry  to  that  degret 
which  alone  could  be  likely  to  furnifli  ample  evidence,  they 
bad  narrowed  it  within  the  literal  conftruftion  of  the  order, 
;jnd  confined  themfelves  to  the  bare  examination  of  Hii 
jefty's  phyficians,  without  calling  before  them  any  of  ths  •< 
furgeons,  apothecaries,  and  others,  who  had  attended  on 
His  Majefty,  and  by  that  exclufion  had  debarred  therofelvBi"  • 
from  the  opportunity  of  learning  from  the  moft  likely  2han«> 
nels  of  authentic  information,  the  a6tual  ftate  of  Hit  Ma* 
jeftys  health,  and  the  progrefs  of  that  alteration  and  ap- 
proach of  convalefcence,.  from  whence  they  were  to  col--< 
\t&  their  hopes  of  his  recovery.  From  this  circumftancd 
of  their  having  narrowed  their  ground,  and  included  them-'  ■ 
felves  within  the  letter  of  the  law,  they  had  deprived  them^ 
felves  of  the  poffibility  of  reporting  the  whole  truth-;  an^' 
thus,  by  a  partfal  and  imperfefl  Report,  had  given  what  it 
contained  of  truth,  in  fuch  a  maimed  and  mutilated  ftate» 
that  it  could  not  be  relied  on.  Mr.  Burke  added,  that  he 
was  aware  that  the  Committee  had  ailed  under  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe ;  but,  ftill  he  thought  it  right  to  ftate  wfiat 
he  had  faid,  in  fupport  of  his  charge  ag^inft  the  Committeof 
at  the  fame  time,  he  did  not  reft  his  complaint  to  the  Houfi 
chiefly  on  the  circumftance  of  the  Committee  having  «ar^ 
rowed  their  ground  of  inquiry,  and  confined  it  too  liteitdly 
to  the  Order,  upon  the  authority  of  which  they  h^d  pro^ 
ccedcd.  There  were  other  grounds  of  complaint,  confift^ 
ing  of  the  omiffion  of  certain  material  circumftance,  tend- 
ing,  In  his  ijpinion,  to  give  the  Committee  a  juft  eftimate  of 
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the  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health,  and  of  the  prohahilityof  his 
cure.  Mr.  Burke  explaine<l  tliefe  to  conlilt  of  two  points, 
the  chief  of  which  was,  that  of  two  of  His  Majefty's  phy- 
fictans  having  been  fet  againit  each  other,  and  exam  inc.!  as 
equal  in  point  of  (kill-  He  did  not  (he  rt^markd)  To  much 
complain  of  Dr.  Warren  and  Or.  Willis  having  been  put 
upon  an  equality,  and  foconfidered  (hecaufe  it  was  iitijwffi- 
bie  for  him  to  know,  whether  in  point  of  fa<Sc  they  were  io 
or  not)  but  where  there  was  a  manifeft  difference  of  opinion 
betweentwoprofeflional  perfonsjin  refpe^^t  to  the  natureof  th« 
King's  cafe,  the  onlv  way  for  unlearned  nie:ito  enable  them- 
felves  to  decide  which  authority  ought  to  preponderate  and 
govern  their  opinion,  was  by  calling  other  phyiiciansbef'Te 
thetn,  and  by  examining  them,  collecfling  to  which  of  the 
two  fo  fet  againft  each  other,  the  greatelt  degree  of  cretiit 
ought  to  given.  Mr.  Burke  here  obferved,  that  it  appearcnl 
plainly  to  him,  in  confequence  of  what  had  come  out  in 
the  cour(e  of  the  examination,  that  His  Majefty  life  was  not 
[aie,  nor  bad  it  been  fafe  fince  he  had  been  put  into  fuch 
tiandt*  He  did  not  mean  by  this  declaration,  that  th'rfre  was 
iny  where  a  treafonable  defign  to  take  away  Hi^  Majefty's 
life-  Heaven  forbid,  he  adde<l,  that  there  ihould  be  any 
fuch  defign !  He  imputed  a  murderous,  defign  to  no  man, 
but  he  muft  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  that  it^appearcd  to 
bim  (and  he  believed  he  might  fay,  that  it  thus  appeared  la 
others  of  the  Committee)  that  His  Maje fly's  life  was  not 
fafe,  and  all  this  owing  to  no  bad  defign  in  any  perfon,  but 
to  the  rafhnefs  of  thofe  to  whom  the  caie  of  his  royal  per- 
fon  was  intruded.  That  truft,  if  he  might  fo  phrafe  it,  wa8 
of  too  much  facred  importance  to  be  fuffered  to  be  executed 
raflily,  cartleilly,  and  improperly.  In  it  was  involved  the 
life  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  interelts  of  the  People  !  Mr* 
Burke  declared  that  he  ihould,  on  the  grounds  wliich  he  had 
ihited,  move  to  recommit  the  Report,  hecaufe  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  highly  ellential,  that,  having  contrafted  two 
phyiicians  together,  the  other  phyficians  ought  to  be  fully 
examined  upon  the  points  in  difpute  between  thofe  two 
phviicians  fo  contraftrd ;  and,  if  the  Committee  did  not 
po£ef$  fufficient  powers  to  have  purfued  fuch  an  examina- 
tion, they  ought  immediately  to  have  come  to  the  Hou'e 
and  aflted  for  farther  powers.  He  was  awarci  tli.it  his  mo- 
tion would  be  attributed  to  delay  ;  but  although  the  Report 
Upon  t\\e  table  certainly  would  appear  important  ;  it 
muft  ftill  acquire  an  an  additional  confequence  if  rendered 
more  extenfive,  and  it  would  at  the  fame  time  prove  more 
faithful,  more  fair,  and  more  full,  as  well  with  regard  to  its 
objefl:,  a«  to  the  phyficiaui  themfclveSt 
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Mr*  Mr.  Chancellor  P':tt  remarked  that  the  right  hoiioaitiNb 

Cvanct'.-  gentlir'.rjaii  hn  f  ciiteretl  upon  a:i  accufation  againfl  Che  Com* 
^  Ifi't.  iTiitifce  tor  havi'i;;  narrowed  f-eir  inquiry;  which,  wheoths 
time  during  w'.iichlhe Com aiitt<rehdJ  con tinatnl engaged upoa 
their  inveiti^atioiis,  and  the  bulk  of  the  Report  on  the  tstk^ 
nearly  400  folio  page ^  were  conridc-red,  he  did  notbelievB 
'would  be  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe.  But,  the  right  hbnoui:^ 
ble  gentleman  faid  that  they  had  nar rovved  tlieir  iiy|airjj  be* 
caule,  having  been  ordered  by  the  Houfe  to  examiiy  ifii 
Ma^efty's  phyficinp^s,  the  Ccmmitrce  had  not  pitx^eede^t^ 
examine  His  Vkirfty's  furgeoni  and  apothecaries^  for  Cfr 
am  nipg  whom,  the  ftmfe  of  the  H<»ufe  had  been  cxprefilf 
taken  before  the  Coinmittee  fat,  and  the  fenfe  of  the  Houto 
had  been>  that  tliey  ibould  not  1^  examined.  Whether  tbe 
Commkree  h»d  not  examined  His  Maje(ly*s  ptiyficiaa&for 
thel  ft  week  fully,  would  be  fecn  from  the  Report.  Bnt| 
zSy  from  the  manner  in  which  tlie  right  honourable  gjnitk* 
man  hdd  ftated,  what  he  had  called  the  letting  twd  of  Hil 
]^'Iajefty's  phyficians  one  againfl  the  other,  an  impnefipQ 
might,  pofliblY,  be  made  upon  tlie  mmds  of  the  Houfe*  that 
the  Committee  had  examined  only  tun  of  Hi»  Majeft}** 
pbyficians  ;  it  became  neceflary  for  hiiit  not  to  let  the  Houfi} 
fci^arate  without  informing  them,  that  when  the  Report 
was  read,  Gentlemen  would  hnd  that  tlie  Committee.. M 
examined  every  onerf  His  Majefty's  phyfjcians;  amd  fta 
over  and  over  again.  They  had  put  to  all  of  them  every 
queftion  which  appeared  to  them  immediately  to  leadtathft 
main  point  and  cbje<5t,  and,  he  was  afliamed  to  fayj^a  g;teat 
many  coHnteral  qu  eft  ions  hefide^,  aH  of  which  had  a  very  »» 
mote  relation  to  the  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  health.  Bqjty  in 
the  courfe  of  their  inquiry  during  the  preceding  day,  a  pdint 
had  manifeftd.l  itfelf,  which  was  not  the  i>3int  of  the  Kiftf'l 
recovery,  nor  the  point  of  Dr.  Willis's  or  Dr,  Warieni 
opinion  concerning  the  probability  of  that  moft  deCraUb 
event,  hut  a  point  which  went  to  the  {kill  of  His  Majeftv*! 
phyficians;  a  matter  which  the  Committee  wa$  ndt&Bf 
authorized  nor  com{>€ fen t  to  inquire  into.  The  right  bo* 
r.ourahle  gentleman  had  himfelf,  at  the  laft  moment  whea 
the  Committee  were  about  to  clofe  their  exatninatioii^  and 
to  dyfinifs  the  Pbyficians,  thought  proper  to  introduce  eoli 
laferilly  a  point,  that  conveyed  a  charge  againft  Dr.  WiHii*! 
couduft,  and  the  fingle  circumftance  on  which  the  right  ho- 
n  ^rrah!::;  gentleman  had  then  refted  the  ftrong  language 
which  he  bad  juft  ufed,  of  His  Majeftys  life  n^J  being  Jafe^mzh 
'h%  havinc(  come  out,  that  Dr.  Wx\\\^haatrujhda  razor  in  ISs 
ojf/lyi  hand;  a  fa61,  which  Dr.  Willis  moft  readily  aJ- 
ricd,  and  without  the  fmalleft.  refe'rve  had  ftated  hi&resf 
%  foe  hi  J  ccuiduct*    Mr.  CV\avv-£\Voi  Y\xx  c^uX^s^^^^aoiL 
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the  fort  of  inquiry  for  not  b:iving  fufTered  which  Mr.  Burke 
had  charged  the  Ccmmirtee  with  not  having  done  their 
duty,  was  an  inquiry  into  the  (kidl  and  prudence  of  Dr. 
Willis,  which  the  Commiit&e  Ii.id  no  right  to  make,  %nd 
that  tlie  circumftance  on  which  he  had  grounded  the  jftrong 
language  which  he  had  uied,  was  ciiiefly  a  queAion  of  rea- 
(on  and  propriety,  and  not  direftiy  in  point  to  the  ohjecS 
before  them  ;  a'ld,  therefore,  tlie  Committee,  after  being  fa- 
tisfied  as  to  the  immediate  end  of  their  inquiry,  had  thought 
it  their  duty,  inftead  of  fruilrating  the  expeftations  of  that 
Houfe,  and  of  the  Public,  by  what  they  confidered  as  un- 
leceflary  delay,  tcclole  their  Examinations,  and  make  tlieir 
ieport.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  conceived, 
:ould  not  he  ferious  in  objrc^ung  to  the  Report  being  read, 
lecaufe  it  woul  J  be  impofuble  for  him  to  introduce  tlic  mo- 
tion of  reco^nmitnienf,  or  any  other  refpedling  it,  unlcfi 
the  Report  were  firft  if.jnX  pro  forma,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  it 
had  been  his  intention  to  have  moved,  that  the  Order  of 
^ofng  into  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  fhc.  uld 
[land  for  Thurfday;  but  from  tl*.e  extreme  length  of  ili^r 
Report,  he  had  learnt  that  it  would  be  impofliible  to  itnv**  it 
printed  ready  for  delivery  befixeThurfday  morning;  and  :i« 
it  was  voluminous,  Gentlemen  could  not  read  it  thriuigli  in 
time  tt»  proceed  upon  it  in  t]>«  fame  day.  He  foun:!  liimirit 
unde  the  neceffity  therefore  of  moving,  that  the  Counuitt^^ 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation  ftand  for  Friday. 

"M-T.  PVyndham  remarked,  that  the  firll  obfervntlon  which  Mr- 
lie  had  to  make  on  wliat  had  fallen  from  the  right  honour-  V/vid- 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Chancellor  Pixt)  was,  tliat  vvliciher  the  -^•^•^^ 
Re}x^rt  proved  long,  or  not,  was  a  mere  relative  confidera- 
tion*  The  length  or  Ihortnefs  of  a  Report,  undoubtedly, 
<le{>endcd  on  the  importance  find  extent  of  theolijedV  to  which, 
that  Report  was  confined,  and  it  was  of  no  confecjuence  whe- 
ther the  Committee  had  delil)erated  one  day  or  ten,  <r  what 
was  the  number  of  flieets  contained  in  the  Re})ort.  Tiiey  had 
l>een  orJered  to  inquire  touching  the  ftate  of  HiS  MajeiW's 
bealth,  and  the  probability  of  Ins  recovery,  and  they  wer-c 
to  form  tiieir  own  judgement  upon  it,  and  report  that  jiuijE^e- 
ment  to  the  Houfe.  '1  hey  could  have  no  judgement  till  they 
had  inquired  and  obtained  information,  and  that  information 
they  were  to  receive  through  His  Majefty's  phyficianis.  In 
order  to  obtain  it,  they  mufl:  necefiarily  aflc  them  nueftlons 
of  all  forts,  and  not  merely  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
fentftateof  His  Majefty's  health,  and  their  opinion  as  to 
his  recovery  ;  becaufe,  that  kind  of  examination  would  prove 
fhort  indeed,  could  take  up  but  a  vei  y  little  time,  and  might 
&e  completed  by  making  the  number  of  queftvows  X.\\\e  ^7\.u\<t'ekS 
'hat  of  the  phylic'uns.     Mr,  VVyndham  avguei  X.\i^  v\ec<i^\X.i 
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of  fifting  the  grounds  of  the  opinions  of  the  phyficians,  ss 
well  ai  of  afcertaining  the  faft<  on  which  thote  opinioi* 
reSed.  He  put  the  calb,  tliat  if  he  knew  that  a  man  wasi* 
a  bad  ftate,  what  better  ground  was  tliere  thnn  of  learning 
whether  the  opinion  of  his  phyficians  had  been  wrong  ?  Sup- 
pole  a  phyfici  an  of  fuperior  authority,  and  who  ftood  alonfi 
was  called  in,  and  faid,'  it  was  true  that  a  patient  wns  in  a 
badltate,  hut  that  the  courfe  purfued  with  him  had  1>e«& 
wroi>g,  and  that  another  courft  would  btf  more  advantageous 
fliould  he  not  take  the  opinion  of  other  )>hyftcians  on  tte 
i'ttbjeft,  aftd  know  from  them  whether  another  courfe  would 
be  more  advantageous  ?  Upon  thofe  grounds,  therefore^  he 
thought  the  Committee  haJ  neither  done  jufttce  to  the  phy- 
ficians, nor  difcharged  their  duty.  The  firft,  be  ackmji^* 
Iedg«?d,  was  a  fubordinate  confideration,'  but  ft  ill  it  wat  fuf- 
ficienrly  important,  in  his  opinion,  to  warrant  his  ngh 
nourable  friend^'s  objeflion. 
Mr.Burka  ^Jr.  Biake  declared  that,  in  the  firft  place^  be  hmi  vidt\ 
complained  of  theCommittee*s  having  narrowed  therr  \^^<]n^ 
on  the  ground  of  their  not  having  continued  long  enini^ 
engag  d,  or  made  a  Report  fufficiently  voluminous  ;  but,  at! 
account  of  their*  too  religious  obedience  to^  or  rather  too  li- 
beral and  too  ttricl  an  obfervance  of  the  order  by  tlie  aiilho' 
rityofwluch  they  had  proceeded;  nor  had  his  cfaje3ioii 
gone  to  the  examining  of  two  witncffes  only,  but  that  adtt 
ference  of  opinion  having  been  ftated  bythofe  two,  he  bi 
contended,  that  tlie  other  phyficians  ought  to  have  been  tt* 
amined  as  tothegrounds  of  that  difierence  of  opinion,  when 
the  Committee  might  have  fortified  their  own  mindsj  an 
enabled  themfelves  to  decide  which  opinion  >vas  right,  ~" 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  intiqiated  tliat  much  oftbll 
difcuffion  whidi  had  kept  the  Committe&fittin^^  fg  long,  hiJ 
been  owing  to  thofe  who  had  dificred/ia  p|>inion*  Iflb 
irioulc  would  have  a  little  patience,  he  believed  tliat  itw^lld 
be  found  to  be  other  wife.  With  regard  to  his  having  intro- 
duced a  point  at  the  end  of  the  inquiry,  wKich  had  IcJ  t» 
collateral  circumftancesL  not  immediately  reiauve  or  mnif* 
rial,  he  aj>piMled  to  the,  right  iionourablegentlemaiT,  vrhp* 
ther  he  had  not,  in  the  early  part  of  the  examination,  gi.W 
way  to  MfniWers  of  the  Committee  of  greater  weight  aiicUa- 
thority  thrn  himfelf;  but,  when  he  had  don^  fo^  he  haiUf- 
preffly  ohferved,  that  before  the  inquiry  ,cloied,  he  /IvouU 
putque{lion>  of  the  nature  complained  againft.  If  then  k 
had  been  wrong  at  tjie  end  of  the  inquiry,  he  hadrbeea  wrong 
at  tiic  beginning,  and  ought  to  have  been  flopped  at  the  out- 
fet. 
^  fUrJobn  Scott  defiretV  to  ca\\  t\\t  ^UeT\\\oTv  ^  tVte  Houfe,  bf 
one  word  only,  to  that  part  ot  Oae  i\^u  Vi^T^^vivAA^_%wV 


msin^i  fpe^h^  in  wfucli  he  bad  jntieaEed  tlic  Houle  to  lave  a 
lie  tie  |>^iie(ic<:,  ancl  they  would  i^  able  to  ^tdo  fi>r  theoi* 
fclv«*  He  wilhed  the  Houfe  to  attt^iid  to  thai ;  becaute»  ;jt 
Igp^renty  k  iffQLiy  ill  become  him  to  ^rgue  upon  the  refiilr  gf 
Btnquiry^  or  to  region  on  the  contents  of  a  Rej^on,  v^ith 
ffiiich  the  Houfe  were  uijacq^irimted ;  but  w/ien  the  proper 
ISioniejit  flioyld  arrive,  he  pledged  himlelf  to  deliver  hia  opi- 
■po  upon  thefubjetft,  and  to  ibte  why  liedirfered  tioo)  tjie 
^vbt  honourable  gentleman,  and  why  he  thought  the  ^e- 
^kr  conultied  all  the  material  informatioa  whi^^  the  Coro- 
B|tee^  cotiCflently  wih  their  dyty»  and  a  proper  fcgard  to 
Hp  order  of  ttie  Houfe,  coiild  obtain* 

Ttw  (jyeUton  for  reading  the  Report  was  ptit  an*]  carried ; 

sd  as  foon  m  the  Report  had  been  ftra*!  ff^J^rma^ 

'  >1t.  Bii  rke  moved,  **  That  the  faid  Report  bt  re*coin- 
led.*' 

amotion  for  re-commitrnent  was  negutived, 
K  ChanceJIor  Pitt  then  moved,    *^  I'hat   a  fufEcieut 

fnuitiher  of  copies  h^  printed  for  the  life  of  the  Mt^mhers 
of  that  Houfe/*  ai^d  *'  That  the  tirdei  for  the  Houfe  lo 
**  refo  i  v'fi  i  1 1  c  1  f  in  to  a  Co  mm  i  1 1  ee  mi  t  hci  State  o  f  the  N  a  li  •n 
*^  Oil  lli€  morrow^  he  difcliarged*" 

PTbit  being  agree  J  tQ»  he  afterwards  moved, 
*'  niat  the  hloufc  refolvc  itfclf  into  \\\%  faiJ  Committee 
on  Friday,  and  thai  the  Houfe  adjourn  to  FiitUy**' 
I  Both  motioni  havit^g  b<en  agreed  to«  the  lloufc  rofc* 
Friday f  i6thyan«my* 
|SIr  Moif/t^Hmhh  riftng,  read  over  the  Colchener  £Iei!lion  SirRohtrt 
lition,  in  the  fame  manner  as  on  the  preceding  Monday* 
e  remarked,  ihat   he  was  a  Warn  that   thrre  mo  ft  be  (otnc 
fmall  irfeguhrity  in  the  Houfe^ji  proceed hig  tu  notice  the  fi^ 
lition;  bur,  as  they  had  ilTued  writ:^,  cholcn  a  Speaker,  and 
eKeit:Hed  other  impotratit   fiiniSions,  he  faw  no   iraibn  for 
it  Hopping  flrori,  and  rt^ftifing  to  take  into  confideraticr?! 
ompJaini  of  an  improper  return  upon  an  elc^lion,  hy  the 
iafis  of  which,  fo  confiderabie  ^  town  as  that  of  Colchi^ftfffi 
a  town  fa  rrfpi.*<fl-djle  on  account  of  its  trade,  manufae* 
■,  and  Commerce^  had  rrmjined  fnifreprefentpd  dnring  the 
lote  time  that  the  late  very  impanant  fo!  jedts  of  difcnlfioa 
"  hcmi  under  agitation*     For  his  own  paVt^    he  r^nher 
idped  ttiat  no  objcSion  would  he  made  to  ttcvivihg  tht^  pe- 
tition, as  ou  the  Auy  when  a  doubt  had  bs^en  ftarted,  whc 
ther,  under  the  pieft-^ru   circumftancfn  of  lj!K^  Houie,  the 
^p^tcer  o light  to  iflue  his  urii  to  chirfe  u  rffjjreftntative  for 
r^acanr  borouah,  a  right  honourable  gen  tletnan  oppofite  to 
him  bad  ^iHiC^^  th^t  ific  Speaker HiieU\  Ut\it  Vi% ^t\t%  'i:^^ 


SnitrK. 
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L  «i£pi'eireJ  %n  anxiety,  that,  during  the  agitation  of  q^uf*fii<KU 

^^^^^  fo  iifWj  critical^  and  important  in  thtir  nature,  ns  ^tjli  i 
^^^^^L  |<eprefeutaUQit  of  the  people  in  that  Houfe  as  }  i/.^hi 

^^^^^V  lie  obtainc^d*  The  fuhje<5l  would  judify  much  ^i.^, mRiop; 
^^^^B  but,  asotlier  master  of  ififinite  tnAgnitmle  w:m  cTcpe^^d  eo 
^^^^^B  0C(!upy  the  attennon  of  the  Houfe,  refV^^fliog  \¥hkh  the 
^^^^^P  piiMtc  ciiriafity  was  extrenaely  trnpirtieiit,  he  ivaalii  barely 
m  move  for  lea^re  to  brin^  uj>  the  pctitioti, 

"     Mr.  Mr.  Dimpjhr  brgged  leave  to  remincl  the  fxMiou ruble  !*»- 

Dempftcr.  ronet|  that  up^ri  x  foimer  day  he  had  inrreatcd  hitn  to  yi-^s^ 
his  Jinentkni  of  agitating  the  petition  at  prcfc^  *    :,;   ^  -    \. 
becaufc  he  thouglit  that  the  Houfe  had  no  pgw 
^oae  matter  of  bufinefs  under  the  prctent  circuini"t»wic«t,  ctS/^i 
than  what  th^  n-Ctffity  of  the  c,xk  ahfolutdy  rtquircd,     Ht 
i  cot^ceived  that  the  t^floring  of  the  ^hirJl  cft.ite,  and  tltt  gir* 
J  hig  Parliamejit  its  leguhir  fliare   and  authority,  by  op       ~ 
rthe  fcffion  indue  fornij  was  the  firflf  and  onty  in^.Tture  i 
^ cither  HoufeoLTght  to  purfue  at  prefent  ;  hut,  on  lookij 
Mr.  Grenville's  a6l  on  the  fi>hje<£t  of  trying  control! 
'  eleflions,  l*e  found  a  claute  wliich  fully  miliurcd  Ag^inftth 
L reception  of  the  petition  ;  and,  of  courfe,   rendcrc-i)  all  dH^ 
I  fuffion  n&:d]e.fst     In  confequcnce  of  thi^  ckiufc,  tvery  pfti*] 
|tion,  in  cafes  of  eJe<5l  ion,  waste  be  prefented  within  hjiir- 
I  leen  days  after  the  opening  of  the  feffiun  ;  and  as  gentlemen 
well  knew  that  the  feJTion  bad  not  been  opened,  i^ie  |fii;>* 
'•priety  of  rejecting  the  petition  wa*  too  obvious  to  iljitid  in 
need  of  any  force  of  argument, 
^'Iffr.  c?iin-      ^Ir.  Chancellor  P/r/  obferved  that,  as  the  Houfe  had  melj 
c*ilor  j'iii,  for  the  inve ligation  of  mofl  important  hufinefs,   refpeflittl 
which  J  the  impatience  of  the  Public    hud    ri  fen   to    a  grsal 
height hj  be  llriould  not  devote  m:niy  moments  to  the  piTfe 
fubjedi.     It  appeared  to  him,  that   the  manner  in  which  thi 
jjRtition  was  brought   forward,  was   dtilVrent   ftoiii  that  in 
[^livhich  petitions  in   cafes  of  election  were  generally   intitJ* 
Induced,  which  of  itfelf  was  fufficjt  nt  to  fiitw  that  thr  ^    ' 
fjew-     In  generalj  petitionSj  complaining  of  undue  * 
|nd  falfe  return f;^  were  brought    and  laid   upon    the  lMi9^ 
(within  fourteen  days  of  the  opening  of  the  feffioft,  in  tonQl^ 
jnenceof  an  order  of  the  Hc^ufe.     At  pr^Vntj  it  wasr     '' 
rioU5  that  the  Houfe  had  made  no  futh  order,  the  fcf  - 
fiaving  b  en  reguhirly  opened^  and,  therefore,  the  hiv 
':lii  roller,  he  pre  fumed,  bad  moved  tor  le;ive  ta  1    ■ 
jtjtion*     The  honourable  Baronet  had   fiafed, 
c-ing  flaricd  a^  to  the  proptioty  of  the  Spt:;^kcr's  iiTm 
^Writ  ff^T  the  ticdion  of  ^  reprci?  ntative  of  a  vat-- 
^its  had  .nrilcii  and  dc;ch\iei  his  \\\(h  to  hUve  the  i 
ifftlttf  pmpW  in  tlut  lUmfe  as  U^W  awA  A^,e^%mvb" 
4iW/?ip  tiiL^  asTitalivU  al;d  dUcuiiou  o^i  vWV^  "^tv 
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Kkftaiit  quefttoiiSy  to  which  theexiisrenty  of  the  time*  uii- 
tunatdjr  gave  occafion,     Tlic  h^ii  undoubtedly  was  fo, 
I  lifi  ft  ill  cjitettaincU  ihc  fame  opinion,  and  wai  cKtremely 
II0PU5  that  the  rq^nckntatjon  of  ihe   People  Iboald  he  as 
riplete  as  poiFible  ;  bur,  though  he  was  ^ery  re**<ly  to  lake 
ty  ptopei  iUp  tu wards  tliat  en  I,  yet,  at  the  other  bufi- 
sot  the  day  pieflcd  exceedingly^  witlroyt  meaning  to  lir* 
t  all  upon  the  qijeftion  ihtit  had  h^nn  moved,  he  thought 
A  adviidible  niodr  for  the  Houic  to  purf\je,  wtjuld  he, 
Ufa  the  dtbarc  upon  it   till  the  enfuing  MoJiday^  by 
HJi  geatleraen  would  h.ivc  had  time  to  look  iota 
tilers  hill,  Andoiaka  up  tbetr  minds  as  to  tht  mea- 
might  prove  the  tnoft  proper  tor  their  adoption. 
/  S^jf^  atifwered,  that  as  Hie  town  of  Coldiefler  Sir Unbert 
Tefpcctahle  i]i  point  of  view,  he  thought  its  remiining    Siuidx* 
rprt' flint td^  whilr  (tich  <:rUic*il,  conititutioaal  cjuellioti^ 
ne  dai  I  y  .-^ i  tj t  i  i  xg  ti  i  t  h^ t  H ou  k^  a  m at  t er  o f  fer i oo t  mo-         wM 
l^ind  Ihid  fhei^foie  fc;,lt  it  hif  duty  to  apprize  the  Houlc    m^^M 
Wp$&L%  and  lubmic  the  petition  he  had  c^aid,  to  tlurir  wif-    S^H 

tiic  Hit  ,  adjoiirnitig  the  debate  tipon  this  quetUotiy         ^| 


i 
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r  Chancellor  Fitt  nowr  tnovedf  *'  That  the  order  of  the 
\aj  be  fcad  fur  the  Houfc  ti^  rcfoh^c  iHelf  into  a  Cotnmittee 
m  the  State  of  the  Nation.** 
rhef:»n>ewas   read   accordingly,  with  tb«  order  for  re- 

■il>gtl3^'  ■  Reports  whicTt  had  been  brought   up  and 

Ij  tp  li  inittcu*     The:  Speaker  Irft  the  chaiTi  .ind 

-  Ihooke  Wat  ion  took  h\^  feat  a  r  the  table, 

dr^  Chancellor  PUf   opmtd  hh  remarks,  by  irxpreifing       Mr* 

oontrern  At  perccivinj^  that  the  particular  fituation  of  tfic  Cbuirtcl. 

ntry  c^iltt-d  upon  tht*m  to  i'xrrdfc  a   right,  that  h;id  dc-      ^^^^* 

vcd  upon  them,  in  confequencc  of  iht  melauLholy   fitu^ 

in  of  HU  Majcfty,  which  rendered  hnn  incap.ible  of  ex- 

Cng    the  Royal  authority*     He  added,  clut,  upon  th« 

E|?nt  ill  tire  fsfui  occarion,  it  behoved  them  to  provide  th^ 

mn  of  ftippiyiug  the  df-ficicjicy  ;  hut,  in  doing  fo,  Iketruft- 

:bat  it  nuift  be  tbe  fvllh  of  livery   g<?ntlcinan,  that  they 

uW  procfedin  the  tnisnner  th«  bell  calculated  to  gJT^gc- 

;il  fatisfad^imij  and   the  tivoA  likely  to   fecme  the  appro- 

lon  of  the  People,  w!io,  he  had   tfa^   happinefis  to  know, 

SjpneraUv  attended   every  ftep  whath  they  had  hitherto 
k     He  fincerely   wiflied,  that   every  mcUure  which  h9 
i1  h:ive  the  honour  to  ptopofe,  might  be  fully  iliicuired, 
liiirlv  decided  upon;  that  tlw    nature   of  the  cjfe,  the 
rrai   pdnci|d«fS  oit  whicli  they  ought"  to  proceed,  r^nd  the 
ligation  of  ihofe  puncifde^  might  h^  cleat ly  anddiflui^l^ 
$iffdeur.    In  fo  iloing^  they  would  be  bc^  eix-afeVei  vt^ 
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mtet  the  emergency  which  called  'Upon  ihem^aHtHo  ptrovUt  j 
f<?f  the  defeft  uf  the  peifoiiril  cxercife  of  the  Ro]fal  aoihi^l 
tity,  Thebufinefs  of  the  Commirtee  hy  in  a  vety  natrov 
com|>afs^  notwithftandiiig  the  volonvinou*  Report  t-  0*1  tht 
table.  Ill  the  Repcirt  lafl  deUvtreii,  there  was  ahutidaAt 
innrter  of  conftrmatioii  to  hi*n,  of  the  propriety  and  pfO^ 
detice  of  thofe  meafu res  which  he  was,  as  the  C^ntmiiNt 
were  aware,  prepared  to  have  ^^ropoled  to  them  ne,irty  teu 
days  ago.  Bur,  though  there  was  much  mai^riij  hifonriv 
tion  ill  that  Report,  tli^re  was  tio  difference,  in  hti  opinion^ 
in  the  ground  of  what  he  had  to  offer,  hat  thatj  on  tht  fof-  , 
mer  day,  as  well  as  on  the  prefent,  the  Committtse  li^iiltvio^] 
infofmaCron  before  them,  than  wan  fufficient  to  bear  out  aM 
that  he  ftiouid  fubmit  to  thpir  coofideration*  Had  hi*,  Cui 
the  former  day,  felt  it  neceiTiry  to  ffate  the  groutid  on  wlildl 
he  intended  to  have  built  his  proceeding,  he  llicinld  haii 
ftated  it  thtts,  "  That  HU  Majefty  was  inc-jpilde  of  nifl«- 
**  ing[his  Parliarueiu,  or  aitendkng  to  puhlic  bunfieCit  lb* 
<*  the  unanimous  opinion  of  his  phyficians  was,  that  Httj 
**  Majeily's  recovery  was  more  probable  than  th«  conirar^u 
*^  and  that  all  the  phyficians  agreed,  th'\t  it  wa$  iinpoflihlej 
"  to  afcertain  when  that  fo  much  wiflied -for  event  mighl 
**  take  place,  hut  that  thofe  who  were  more  imrn*-'^- 
**  converfant  with  the  diforder  with  whkb  His 
**  was  afflidled,  had  declared  that  the  mnjority  were  curtB, 
**  and  that  one  of  t)ie  phyficiarts,  the  tnoft  converfancflf 
**  any,  had  ftated,  that  the  greatcfl  length  which  he  hod  1 
*'  known  the  diforder  to  continue,  was  a  year  and  a  halt  flf 
■<*  two  years;  that  the  fh^rteft  was  three  months,  and  ttfli 
^  the  ^iverage  five  or  fist  monthK."  In  fayittg  even  tKnr,  h 
ihould  havefaid  more  than  was  neceffiry  for  any  flr^mont 
on  the  principle  on  which  he  went.  What  they  had  to  pTO- 
vrde  for,  therefore,  was  no  more  than  an  intei-val,  and  ht 
flattered  himfelf  that  it  would  prove  hut  a  fhori  imiirral» 
]fj  however,  tinfortunately,  His  Majefly*s  iH ncft  fhouliibt 
protta6ed,  they  might  leave  it  to  Pailiament  la  do  wHit 
was  at  prefent  clearly  unnecefljry  ;  tn  confider  of  ^a  more 
prrjTtanent  p!aD  of  Government,  If  they  Tt?g^rtlcd  rhed^f- 
lordtr  not  in  itfc!f  inc liable,  any  man  myA  ihinfe,  that  the 
fkrovifions  ought  not  to  he  permanent.  IW  r.  Chancellor  Pin 
i»OW  recapiMilated  what  had  palled  concerning  the  ftibirji 
upon  the  TueWay  fe  nnigbt,  and  the  line  of  argtsment  ttRt 
had  hc^n  tttepted,  which  rendered  it  ImpoiTible  for  him  t« 
avfiid  giving  way  to  a  more  narrow  a^d  minnie  inqn'-s. 
ihao  lud  before  tJtkcn  place,  and  howevi^rhe  might  feclp-'j 
on  account  of  iomc  particular  points  which  had  paCed  inJii* 
C^itmittaF",  hecouid  tiot,  upnn  the  whole,  but  rejoice  thit 
h$  fi-tdgivai  vviiys  as  it  now  ^y^eittiiV^ii^t  .n*^4m^3cv\^t.n 
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fh  ihr  'i*^'**  ^^r^- "arable  gertileman  over  againft  hiin  hid 
^cLt  tl>A  month  lutl  «i.ip{cd  lincc  the  tariti^ 

iiry>  thai  Un  iMveily^  ciue  was  to  beconiyered  anhc 
e  imiprobsble,  w^&  not  gioundrij  ;  ri0cci  however  much 
phflteiAns  difjgrcod  in  Qtbcf  pomtVv  ihcy  were  uiiani- 
li,'  tb.it  the  pratr**iUtiy  of  the  cure  rdled  precifcly  oa 
lame  ground!  a$  bflofc^acircumftaoce  which,  he  was 
juicd, '  wcmtd  give  lis  much  ple^fare  to  the  ri]^hc  honour* 
Hpiitlcni.iEi  ^ft  if  had  done  to  hUxifHf, 
Vuih  rr,'j;iriJ  to  the  diitcrenceof  opinion  hetwctn  thcFhy- 
tfii,  as  to  the  prof'pc^  of  a  retovery,  it  jippeareil  to  him  to 
sod  on  rwi>  drcumftaac^,  by  which  tt  could  be  deckled 
whok  opmion  the  gfcatcft  rchitice  ought  to  be  placed^ 
r  iirJd  cimunnance  vrat  the  knowlrdge  of  the  mal^idy  in 
cral ;  and  the  Iccond  tlie  ki^owlcdgeof  the  pdrticuUr  cale 
Qic  patient.  Three  of  His  Majefty's  phyfteijins  had 
iconverftnt  with  the  malady,  'I  wo  othexs  (Mr*  Pitt 
n1)  though  not  io  coriverfanit  are  well  acquainted  with 
Majeily  a  habits*  Thcfe  two  (Sir  George  Baiter  and 
WArren)  attend  Hii  M:ijef\  y  for  two  Iiotirs  each  day,  the 
)C  others  from  the  evet)rng  until  eleven  in  the  forenoon* 
cly^  k  was  nntural  for  thofe  who  attended  Uii  Majiny 
li  to  Ke  tiie  heft  j^'dges  of  his  fituation ;  and  it  was  rc- 
kMc  that  Dr.  War  ten  and  Sir  George  Bakef  were  the 

inftdcnt  of  a  cure,  and  the  other  Doilors  much  greater 
but  Dr*  Willi??,  who  attended  Hii  Majefty  more 
ly  ofthe  others,  was  more  fangviine  thnn  them  alU 
\m  Pepys  itates  ciicumftances  which  do  not  amount 
tainty  of  a  cure,  hut  which  proves  an  abatement  of 
ajeft)'*  diforder,  Dr*  Wilha  rs  of  opinion  that  all 
fyraptoms  Hnce  the  time  of  the  lift  examination,  ^re 
c  favcnrahle,  and  there  are  confiderable  fymptoms  of 
;cment*  In  a  word,  til  lh*i  phyricians  agree  in  the  pro- 
lity  of  His  Ma)efty*s  recovery,  that  the  length   of  the 

Ks  mMh  n  o  u  ahvo  u  rable  change,  a  a  d  t  h  o  fe  w  1  lo  u  n  - 
i  the  difonief  hell,   think  it  more  favourable.     F6r< 
n  part  hf*  wHlicd  not  to  go  at  Inngrh  into  the  particu* 
if  the  bft  Report,  on  whi<h  tlw?  Committee  might  fafely 

Ptbcre  were  thnlc  on  * '  nitlcc  who  were  anxious 

fith  ths  moft  fcrup*(  >  uracyi  every  point  likely 

PO>c  Hi*  Majei^yS  recovery.     There  hml  been  th^fe  who 
£j»n  con(id<:ra1iIe  degree  of  credit  to  Dr,  Willis;  if,  there* 
,   any   i>bferv;ir!ons   fhould   arife   fVoiti  them,  he   con- 
■  f      '  ''  -y  would  be  made  in  the  fame  fpirirj  a^nd  with 
i.iM..        1    rv  ax  when  they  were  *»rged  in  the  Committee 
sirs-     V^on  this  occafionj  he  felt  it  but  common 
id  the  ikiU, .integrity,  and  good   fenfe  of 
were  evinced  under  a  fevtstt  cioU  s^^i^mv 
7^  >_'_  nmot^ 
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UMi^n,  calculated  to  puzz^le  fiini>Ii^^^v,  -ii-Zl  fira^^  tK*.  mfll* 
Hfft  which  ihouki,  of  tieccffityj  ac  1  ot 

€Ti«itfnc<?5  too  uaguar<ied»     Howev 
j^Uicanntrigucof  the  times,  or  it 

ih*^m  at  prcfent  in  Londot)  and  its  uuviions,  lie  wauU  m»t; 
anticipate  theieniarks  which  might  be  madi: ;  but,  it  ihai 
were  anjr  fuch  remarks  to  be  brought  torwa^di  he  d«£m^ 
thai  if  they  cliofe  to  difcijTs  the  ciedit  of  either  this  or  thtu 
p}||fician,  that  they  might  u after lian^i  the  laiufL*  uf  the  ia- 
fAit^rtoii.  Inthecourfc  of  the  inquiry  above  ila'r. 
ilance  had  coine  out,  over  which  he  wauliJ  iioi  1 

of  dehc»cy»  as  he  was  not  alhamcd  to  brhtg  it  tofwai^  1/ 
it  hQ  ilated  to  the  difctedit  of  any  |>hyf)Ciaa^  that  im  )tid 
fitt>tDltt«d  to  be  unilcdy  rnJiuenced  by  a  grnai  Peribji^e,  Ut 
ttu"  Committee  kpiow  Uj  what  phyhcian  the  imf»iitaibii  of 
having  con  felt  ted  to  give  -in  untme  account  of  iht  fute  « 
H»>  Miijerty\  iit^afth  ;vpptitfd  ;  if  au  imprupiiety  of  traut 
a£lton  like  iMi  Was  impyied^  he  would  not  bebei^e  it  rttJ  ic 
was  diiiln;5tJy  vrnti^ui  to  hf?  faid*  and  when  he  uli'd  Ehetet^ 
^:>iminri^  he  dnl  not  mean  to  nfe  it  with  regard  t<i  '*■  dicil 
^Aation  of  the  ptrfan   Iii  qtiefiion^    hut  with   r-  «  tl« 

tranfafiion  Jtfeif ;  nox^  did  he  (he  reiwiatdd  it ; 
Tnan  would  ^v/i/iirri' to  charge  blainc  of  any  • 

fpcdlable  peiftmsge  in  queftion^  who  had  Uved  for  a. 
thirty   \ears   in  ihis  country  without  tr;idu<5iioti,    a 
tern    of   the    mofl:   unexampled    aflidHon,    domei^ie 
Einefs  sod   virtue,   ag^unft   whom  the   breath  of  ' 
id  not  dared  to  fend  furth  even  a  wiufper^  and  wl. 
IIQt  merit  it  at  a  moments  when  vi tiled  hy  a  cahitni^y,  whu 
'urely  befalls^a  priv;ite  perfonj  but  wliich  furely  is  oat  a  Ifl 
?iggravated  when  it  becomes  the  lot  of  the  family  of  A  p&i(m 
in  fo  exalted  a  rank  ^s  the  Sovemgn  of  the  courri .    .      \  s  ii 
the  f:n51  itfelf,  it  appeattd  that  Dr.  VVanen  alio  v.  \  jp* 

patent  circumlUnce*  of  un   amend mertt  began   to   appeal  t 
and  there  was,  in  confe?t]uence>  a  wiih  on  the  pdii  rX  Un 
Majefty  (hat  the  Report  might  be  fuch  m^  ihouftt   i 
Public  the  moft  favooratde  account  of  Hfs  Majefl y'-t  *^a  r.i^, 
but  would  any  man  prove  that  any  nndue  induetu-e  had  bccH] 

jti»1td  for  thni  jtyrpoTu  ?  Mr.  T      ■      ii.r   Pitt   ^  t 

^^airhat  mnnnei'  the  words  a  t &;-  ■i^m^  huij 

iduced  into  th^fKeport,  and  then  ip^ke  of  Ur»  WiJiis,  lie^ 
daring  that  he  Wiis  known  in  the  ceuntry^where  be  i;-  '■^^.  *  "^ 
his  eharatSer,  nnd  by  the  h^Tppinefs  whicij  he  !ud  i 
fnc.m?s  of  giving  to  the  numerous  famihe*  who 
to  biefs  him  for  the  good  effci^h  of  his  B^iJU     I  [ 
another  phyficlanj  whole  characbr  was  likewif 
tJechrtd  that  if  h«  wKtiedto  draw  a  trtteconclu 

Miij<ifiy^$  Hate    of  beaU\i,    %x\\   ^xc;A^&   cR  - 
would  with  to  draw  itfromDrnWAVu^  mQi^Uv*,\\;'^T^^ 
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BhyCcbft.    At  loip^lv  Mr*  Pin  iidverced  to  (what  \m 
S7  tiKffitantioTi  for  Wiiich  they  were  to  provide,  ^tul  tbii 

Ki  wii  no  Icfs  ihan  thcCcUition  of  the  pcrforuicscer- 
he  RoT'il  Aydiority  ;'a  deficiency  for  which  nu  pre^ 
jvt'fion  '     '  '  le,     Ai  tht  ctufeof  ihbdfficiea- 

ba  had  TTr;  diijik,  \TOuld  proirc  hut  trnipo- 

^  chey  muf:  dcitbcL^teiy  conjider  wh^  w^reilic  ^{m  f(M, 
:h  thejr  *<^rc  to  apfty  a  remedy*  The  firii  obj«S  fur 
;h  rhtf  h^  t6  pn>Viiic»  was  to  lecture  the  ctlihliftini^nt 
Govsrrtmcnt  in  the  tQuntrv,  e^^uat  to  iti  f^fety  and  tbt 
ich  of  public  bormpft.  Out <rfthe tiiturt af fucb a pcfr- 
II  aaoiher  duty  ifolV^  of  cx|ual  imporunee  to  tbe other; 
thN  wis^  to  taJc9  aire  that  the  iinea^ii re  embraced  did 
go  beyond  the  necsCfity  of  the  cafe*  The  Comrtutfet 
-m proviJc  jKiwers  for  theexerciie  of  the  Governmenr^ 
liny  mufV  take  care  to  place  thofr  powert  in  proper 
1$ ;  but,  ahove  all  things*  to  recoiled  that  they  were 
ibciog  a  King  on  the  Throne*  They  were  to  rcmembeir 
the  1  hmne  was  full,  that  no  right  any  where  cstiftoci  (0 
nfr^  rhr  Rnyal  Authority,  but  that  whkh  vius  conft^rrcd 
3 ^ '  ;  ilttJV  were  to  take  care  10  provide  aKairtll  any 

■'jgpnt  in  tfic  reinmpuon  of  the  Kegat  Authorify, 
■od  in  his  prondence  fhould  permit  the  rkhlfui 
tin  to  exercilc  it.  I'hey  were  to  pmvide  onfy  foe 
lecoJiity  of  Thecife,  and  not  to  exceed  it,  and  t[ierefor«  t\m 
nres  which  he  Should  propnfe,  woo  id  be  to  tnreO  hi^ 
iUHtghnelifhe  PrJnce  of  Wales  with  the  whole  Royal 
B^ty*  to  be  fx<rciled  in  the  nt^mti  and  on  the  bcU-^U  of 
^jefty,  under  fuch  limit  at  ions  ai>d  rcflnflioas  only  at 
\A  he  provided*  The  principle  was  not  new,  although  th4 

Rboces  of  tte  cife  happeaed  to  he  unpreceJenicd, 
11  would  by  th^tt  the  lamepywer  whic!itbe  principsit 
rifeJ  ougf^t  to  he  ^iven  ro  the  deicgate?  and  it  tlrt 
fe  rrfcrtrd  to  picccdcnts,  they  would  iind  thut  no  o«« 
ncf  coultj  he  mn  with  of  the  whr^ie  of  the  Royjl  preco- 
'r&  having  been  fa  lie  contrary,  evrr|      ♦ 

Kt  wtuch  boie  the  ;.  ..      ..  _. .  .  ,  /  to  the  pfofciit  fitti-  ^ 
irtrcti  the  dire6l  contraryt  ami  tliat,  JouhiUff»  wipti  ' 
►  facilitate  ai\d  enfure  the  refigoation  of  the  drlrgalc, 
1  the  pniicip,^  /liould  he  coeipetent  to  e^ercife  or  to  ra*" 
phis  authority,     Mr,  CI  r  Pitt  referriug  them  to 

(of  Queen   Anne^  (t  of  StiCCeffion)  the  Re- 

c%  of  *^corgeihc  Second,  and  the  Regency  AH  of 
frnt  King,  addnl,  kt  thein  hx>k  to  the  cafe  of  ^ 
ffrign  cl(fah]t?d  by  infancy  I  tVjs  the  Urgent  of  the 
B-^  in  veiled  with  full  and  unlimittd  power  tcveKercilc 
»y;ij  Authority?  Undotrbtedly  not.  In  \hrt  \\iintti^'&- 
Hr/i;  ia  ths  Suture  Books  to  %vhah  liC  a^^Cil^^  -^zv^ 

m^\  I'l    ■■  — -— ^wu^v^^^ 
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thttt  not  lim stations  ^  There  were  in  every  one-     All  \l\ 
powers  might  be  given,  but  than  tbc^r  were  iioc  given  ta 

perlbn-     What  was  the  principle  ia  4  cafe  of  n;iniirttjr  ? 
w^s  thought  unfafe  ro  veft  all    the   power?  in  otic  perfocu 
He  laid  particular  ilreff  on  the  Regency  bill,  in  the  nngnof 
George   the  Second,  and  ohferyed,  th^t  there  appear^  at 
that  tinie  to  have  been  a  wifh  on  both  fides  (he  Houfe.  ttf 
4oubt  what  confidence  iboyld  be  placed  in  the  Regent-  IVr 
mere  afrdd  of  making  a  precedent,  and  therefore  they^  g;i^a 
^he  Royal  powers  among  many,  apponuing  a  CouncLl,  witb^ 
^out  whole  confent  the  Regent  could  take  no  impaftant  A^ 
^whcitevet.     The  will   of  the   prcdeceflbr  was  by  one  of  Ifci 
^lls  to   be  the  fyftem  followed^    while    the    Heir    Apfi* 
[Tcni   continued  a  minor;  a  principle  whlcK    he  ownctllie 
!  thougbt  went  too  far,  although  n  was  a  plaufible  prina* 
^le,  and  was  apparently  moft  applicable  to  the  prcicnt  caf^. 
After  reafoning  upon  the  three  tliftcrent  precctienU,   and 
'•touching  upon  the  fliort  Prote^lorate  of  Rkhald  the  Tltif^lt 
tbe  other  Protcdtorates  or  Guardianfliips  in  tlie  earher  pt- 
riods  of  ourhiflory,  and  endf^vouring  to  demonilrate  by  if* 
gument,  that  as  in  no  preceding  inibnceall  tlie  powmtjj 
Royalty  were  given  to  oneperfon,  fo  in  the  prcfetil  inib:^-. 
(which  certainly  differed  moft  eflentially)  they  oll|'^ 
bci  nor  could  they  be>  trufled  in  the  hands  of  ori 
without  proving  a  hazardous,   and   paflibly  a  prejr 
pcrimentj  he  declared  that  he  would  give  his  vote  J .  : 
ing  the  Regent  with  all  the  powers  which  are  nece£&ryt  ^1 
would  not  agree  to  give  any  which  were  notretjuHUe  loc^* ' 
fy  on   the  Government  of  the  Country  with  energy  iiyl 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  now  obfcrved,  that  he  need  not  trou- 
ble the  HouCe  with  his  firfi  refolution,  as  he  had  already  fa- 
ted its  fubftante  and  effeft.  The  iecond  refolution  (whfcb 
he  read)  was  to  reft  rain  the  Regent  from  exercifmg  otJt 
branch  of  the  prerogative  peculiarly  inherent  hi  the  down, 
and  this  was,  the  power  of  granting  peerages,  excepttur  i^* 
His  Majefty's  fons,  being  twenty-one  yrars  of  age.  ibU 
reft  rift  ion  he  thouglu  neceflary,  as  the  Regent  aught  not 
confer  any  grant  which  might  produce  difficulties  and 
barraffinents,  when  the  happy  hour  of  hUs  Majofty's  reflw 
tion  to  his  health  Hjould  arrive.  The  objetS^  of  in  veiling. 
Crown  with  the  Power  of  creating  Peer.v,  was  to  en, 
Sovereign  todlftribute  rewards  to  eminent  merk*  and 
the  Crown  the  means  of  chooOng  perfons,  wiio  ftiotild 
the  number  of  one  wf  the  branches  of  ihc  T^egillatiinv 
cteation  of  Peers  was  one  of  ihofe  powers  which  belm 
perfondly  to  the  Knig,  \\'Wi\  W  m^dei,  this  aiTfrrtbn» 
icarceJv  meant  to  incu\c3i\e  xWv  \\  vi  ^^  \\\c  ^^^v^'v^^aai,' 
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of  tht  King  la  Create  Pcen,  but  that  ilwas  an  efpccialpre^ 
fugntivd  of  the  Crpwn,  He  eauimrated  the  p^ rounds  on 
.■  conwved  that  the  Crown  mjglit  exen  rivi- 

iakiiig  Pecr5,  *nd  dcfcribed  what  hf;  re  ^  the 

Qonvemtmccs  iwhich  itiight  follow  froiii  the  Rtgcnt  hjving 
^tkowcr  to  make  Pcer^.  cotiteoding  that  it  wasjMhble,  that 
ne  confeguencc  of  the  Houlb  of  LorJi  might  be  loi>j  and  ibc 
fftcm  &f  the  coimtry  overturned^  and  the  Oo^  f  end 

.pure   Monarchy,  an  At  lllocracy^    an    C  , ,  or 

krefoorcc  equally  diftAiit  from  our  prcfcnt  Coiiiiui>tion. 
lefirfcl,  if  he  tailed  to  enumerate  any  partkubrs  conni:ft<* 
wUli^any  p^rt  of  the  fubjetfl,  to  liave  them  pointed  out  to 
Hereafoned  upon  thsfort  of  cffcSi  which  (as  be  fup*- 
d)  tnisht  Virile  from  depriving  the  Recent  of  the  power 
iting  PciiTJj  mt:rciy  for  a  timej  cbfcrving,  thnt  furt^ly  k 
jioi  be  coLitcnded^v  that  for  want  of  fuch  an  iiKetntve 
^r  A  few  months,  tiie  tountry  was  hkely  to  be  deprived  of 
ferwiceof  menof  merit*     If  MisMajtsJly  rccoveredT  m^ 
sy  all  hoped,  and  had  reafon  to  cKpefl  he  waul<U  the  pnwcr 
cr  i^t^ers  might  be  exercised  by  the  rightful  hohlrr 

'til  -tivc  ;  but,  if  unfoFtuiiatcJy  His  MajcHy  fliould 

fow  worie,  nnd  be  pronounced  not  likely  to  recover,for  a 
ing  titae,  I'^rliam^nt  would  have  it  in  hs  power  to  take 
the  reilndlion,  and  vcfl  the  Regent  with  a  power, 
phich  though  not  at  prefenty  he  was  ready  to  admit  might 
iimt  become  nccclKiry  to  the  carry  In  j^  on  of  a  powtrful 
svcrnment*  Ht:  mentioned  the  ilu£luat Ion  of  wealth  and 
^opcrty  m  the  country »  and  the  propriety  of  occafionally 
iiGng  monted  men  to  the  Peerage,  in  ordtu  to  give  the  l-uided 
iierell  jt^  fair  balance  and  ftiarc  of  the  honour.^  in  the  powei 
"  the  Crown  to  beilow^  He  alluded  alfo  to  the  fort  of 
lan^e  into  which  the  conduft  of  public  affairs  wag  Jikely  to 
^Jl,  and  raid  thsit  unlets  they  had  reafon  to  cxpcd  a  dcfper^te 
mfederacy  and  cabal,  to  obftruft  the  public  nieafures,  he 
^w  no  fort  of  inconvenience  which  could  rcfult  from  a  tem- 
iraiy  withholding  frojn  the  Regent  tbe  power  of  making 
p'ecrs.  As  anabuieof  the!  prerogative  of  making  JVars, 
he  urged  the  poffii^ility  pf  fuch  aij other  confederacy  and  ca- 
bat  foniiing,  (as  bad  been  conviiSled  of  a  defignto  overthrow 
rcontUttition  a  few  years  fincc)  who  might  give  the  Rr- 
eot  advicSf  which  the  Crown  ivould  probably  have  rcjetSed, 
pd  fuch  a  number  of  Peprs  might  be  created,  as  might  con- 
VIerahly  embarrafa  the  Crown  in  carrying  on  fehetiovern- 
:iont>  when  His  MajeAy  ftiouhl  be  ;  to  his  henhl;*  For 

jis  own  part,  he  meant  to  make  no  ^  i^us,  biH  he  defired 

lat  wbat  be  v^m  goi^g  to  fay  might  be  confidcred  as  the  reft 
"  h  i  5  Itj  t  a  r  c  con  d  u  €i ;  a  n  d, !  ^e  d  eel  a  r  cd ,  th  a  t  he  ti  \  oi\\  d  iiot. 
faumi  an  onpofbr  vf  the  j nil  and  wife  itieaSsit^s  tit  t\\e  w^-^ 
Vol,  XX  W  Q  c  sjci^^i;^ 
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gorernment,  which  would  remain  to  be  difcufied  btraafter« 
He  urged  other  arguments  in  the  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
withholding  the  power  of  making  Peers  for  a  time  was  what 
they  owed  to  the  real  interefts  of  the  country,  and  the  true 
Sovereign  ;  that  it  could  not  become  prejudicial  to  the  Re- 
gent^s  government,  and  if  it  fhould  threaten  to  grow  detri* 
mental,  they  would  have  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands;  a 
principle  which  coupled  with  that  of  doing  nothing  beyond 
the  real  neceflity  of  the  cafe.  At  thefirft  view,  the  princi- 
ples which  he  had  laid  down  might  be  fuppofed  not  to  con- 
fine themfelves  merely  to  one  branch  of  the  Legiflature^  ant 
it  could  be  contended,  that  as  the  prefent  Houfe  of  ConHBOM 
had  proved  themfelves  fo  loyal  to  their  Sovereign,  and  atten- 
tive to  the  interefls  of  his  People,  His  Majefly  would  be  hap- 
py to  receive  the  congratulations  of  the  fame  Houfe  of  Cam* 
mons  on  his  recovery  ;  but  a  little  more  confideration  wo^U 
fhew,  that  this  would  perhaps  bereferving  from  the  jReo^^ 
an  opportunity  of  fhowing  their  fenfe  of  the  condufttof  thflji^  j 
reprefentatives,  and  no  danger  could  accrue  to  the  Sof^r^gM 
in  fending  them  back  to  their  conftituents,  if  the  RegMf 
fhould  deem  it  wife  or  proper  to  embrace  the  roealjare^^QiiipQ 
cially  to  a  people  whofe  loyalty  had  been  fo  confpiqqoj 
manifefted  by  the  general  and  heartfelt  forrow  .^icpj 
throughout  the  kingdom,  in  confequence  of  His  -Ms^Ajiil 
melancholy  (ituation  and  illnefs.  . ,   . ,  j,^^ 

He  now  read  the  third  refolution,  which  .was  2  rc^bjy§l|io|^ 
preventing  the  Regent  from  allowing  any  graiU,  pajC^nt  f^aqjii 
reveifjon^  or  annuity  for  life,  excepting  in  part ifuWijuw 
voidable  cafes,  fuch  as  to  Judges,  and  others.  /Vf  ^^if.j|p^ 
lution  ran  fo  much  upon  the  principle  of  the  precedi^j; Vni^ 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  that  it  was  unneceffary.  for  him  togo^ 
into  farther  explanation  of  it.  The  fourth  refolmlon  reHrmi^ 
ed  the  Regent  from  exercifing  any  power  over  the  perfonal 
property  of  the  King.  Mr.  Pitt  on  this  occafion  obfcrvej 
that  he  fcarcely  thought  it  neceffary  to  pafs  this  refolotiorv 
as  it  was  not  probable  that  his  Royal  Highnels  ihoulJ  ruterfere 
with  His  Majefty^s  perfonaJ  property  in  his  life  time  ^  but  its 
they  were  adling  upon  parliamentary  principles,  he  thought  It 
his  duty  to  fubmit  it  to  the  Committee.  The  laft  refolutmo 
would  be  for  entrofting  the  care  of  the  Royal  perfon,  daring 
His  Majefty's  illnefs,  where  of  courfe  all  men  would  be  una- 
nimous in  agreeing  that  the  Royal  perfon  ought  to  be  placed^' 
in  the  guardianfhip  of  the  Queen  ;  and  with  this  trufL  hll 
intention  was,  to  propofe  to  put  the  whole  of  His  Majeft^l 
houfehold  under  the  authority  of  Her  Majefty,  inveflmg'btf' 
with  full  powers  to  difmifs  and  appoint,  as  flie  fhould  thiklt* 
proper.  Without  being  invefted  with  this  control,  he  ima- 
gined  iftat  the  Queen  could  not  dvfcWx^tt  ^he  Imgortant  trtift 
6  c^'cdKcLtiiMJk 
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committed  to  her  care.  He  fpoke  of  the  officers  of  high  rank 
in  the  houfehold,  who,  thougli  their  phices  might  jiiftly  draw 
forth  the  ambition  of  men  01"  the  firft  rank  and  family  in  the 
kingdom,  were  neverthelefs  only  the  firft  menial  fervants  of 
His  Majefty,  and  actually  neceffary  to  direft  and  fiiperin- 
tend  the  greater  part  of  His  Majefty's  houreliold.  He  Itatcd 
that  tiiefe  officers,  fuch  as  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  Lord  Steward,  and  others,  were,  by  many, 
thought  high  officers  of  Stale;  but,  the  f:v^  was  otlierwife; 
they  wer«  the  menial  fervants  of  the  Crown,  and  ellential 
to  its  dignity  and  fplendor.  He  argued  again  it  new  model- 
ling the  Royal  houfehold,  under  the  prelcnt  circumftances, 
and  fpoke  of  the  anxiety  and  pain  which  he  conceived  that 
It  muft  give  His  Majefty,  to  find  all  thofe  whom  he  had 
chofen  to  be  about  his  Royal  i>erfon  difcharged.  Poffibly, 
His  Majefty^s  illnefs  might  continue  hut  a  few  months,  per- 
haps a  few  weeks ;  but,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  would  it,  he 
aiked,  be  delicate  and  refpe£lful  to  make  a  cliange  r  1  hofe 
who  were  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  he  admitted,  did  no 
great  duty  at  prefent,  but  the  Equerries  were  employed.  He 
owned,  that  this  part  of  the  arrangement  was  a  matter  of 
fome  difficulty ;  but  when  he  confidered  what  His  Majefty 
would  feel,  when  he  waked  from  his  trance  of  reafon,  and 
aiked  for  thofe  attendants,  and  was  told,  that  his  fuhjocls 
had  taken  advantage  of  his  momentary  ahfence  of  mind,  and 
changed  them,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  no  gentleman  would 
objedt  to  fuch  a  mark  of  attention  being  paid  to  His  Majefty. 
The  Regent,  indeed,  was  difterent  from  the  King ;  bur,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  Regent  ought  to  have  a  retinue  adequate 
to  the  importance  and  the  high  rank  of  his  ftation  ;  and  he 
meant  to  propofe  that  he  fliould  have  fuch  a  retinue,  which 
would  unqueftionably  be  fome  increafe  of  expence  to  the 
country;  but,  as  it  was  unavoidably  neceflary  to  appoint  a 
Regent,  it  was  equally  neceflary  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  charafier,  and  gentlemen  would  not,  he  conceived, 
grudge  a  little  expence  on  fuch  an  occafion.  He  recurred 
again  to  the  power  to  be  lodged  in  the  Jiands  of  the  Qiieen, 
and  urged  the  neceffity  of  confidering  the  rank  of  the  King, 
the  rank  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  rank  of  the  Queen, 
who  wasconfort  of  the  Sovereign,  and  mother  of  the  Re- 
gent. It  was  not  to  be  fuppoied,  therefore,  tliat  the  in- 
nuence  ariftng  fjrom  tlie  patronage  holden  by  the  Queen, 
would  operate  to  the  detriment  of  the  Regent's  Ciovernment ; 
and,  furely,  to  conceive  as  much,  would  be  equally  inde- 
cent and  improper. 

Mr.  Pitt  now  moved,  *^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
"  Committee,  that,  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  tUe  e^.- 
"  crcifcof  the  King's  Jioyal  authority,  dunug  x\\e  cov.<\- 

C  C    Z  '^    \W3lO.W^^ 
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*^  nuance  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to 
**  fuch  extent,  as  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  urgent 
*^  concerns  of  the  Nation  appear  to  require  ;  it  is  expedient 
*'  that  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  re- 
*'  fident  within  the  realm,  (hall  he  empowered  to  exercife 
*^  and  adminifter  the  Royal  authority,  according  to  the 
**  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name  and 
*^  on  thebehalf  of  His  Majefty,  under  the  ftylc  and  titleof 
'^  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  ufe,  execute,  and  per- 
*'  form,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majefty,  all 
**  authorities,  prerogatives,  afls  of  Government,  and  ad- 
*^  miniftraition  of  the  fame,  which  belong  to  the  King  of  this 
"  realm,  to  ufe,  execute,  and  perform,  according  to  the  law 
**  thereof,  fuhje6t  to  fach  limitations  and  exceptions  as  Ihali 
*^  he  provided," 

The  clerk  read  all  the  refolutions;  and  when  he  earned 
the  laft,  which  ftated  that  Her  Majefty  was  to  have  a  ccHRI- 
cil,  i> 

Mr.  Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  P/w  rofe,  and  faid  that  he  had  Hot  <Mbil 
•ellorPitt.  f^jjjy  into  an  explanation  of  the  laft  refolution,  btfdilfifl^ri^ 
though  he  had  confidered  it  as  his  duty  to  flate  it  to'itheChRl- 
piittee^  he  meant  it  to  be  confidered  as  a  feparatcJ>atfAnlf* 
tinft  cbje£>,  and  fo  be,  at  a  fit  opportunity,  ddbatie<i^riMF* 

"cuffed.  He  would  farther  beg  leave  to  remark,  thKrifM 
t^ceurred  to  him,  that  in  cafes  of  difficulty  and  etsAiMf* 
rneni:^  on  a  fubj eft  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  it^ightpflMto 

'  comfort  to  Her  Majefty*s  mind  to  have  a  council  let  tVtiSitp 
but  it  was  intended  to  make  it  merely  a  council  of  ad^l^ifte*^^ 

'      The  Chairman  then  read  the  tirft  motion.  .' 'Dp 

I^r.  Mr.  Powys  declared,  that  he  could  not  avoid  confiMiAl 

Powys.    the  whole  fyftem  opened  by  the  right  honourable- gtSntbONiK 
as  a  monftrous  fabric,  tending  to  mutilate  and  difiliMMk 

'  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the  Crown,  When  thfe  CoA- 
Tftittee  of  Inquiry,  of  which  he  was  an  unworthy  Meolbai 
firft  fat,  he  knew  all  which  was  neceffary  for  him  to  ktt6ir 
of  His  Majefty's  fituation  ;  he  knew  that  he  was  incapabb 
of  meeting  his  Parliament,  or  attending  to  public  bufincft; 
and  that,  lamentable  as  his  fituation  proved,  it  watt  ilffm- 
thelefs  accompanied  with  the  hope  of  his  probable  recweryi 
but  the  time  of  that  recovery  was  declared  to  be  uncertain. 
What  was  then  the  next  proceeding  ?  They  had  voted  d  Rlt" 
folution,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  preferve  the  Royal  authb* 
riry  whole  and  entire.  What  were  they  now  called  Ufifc 
to  perform  ?  To  diffolvc,  feparate,  and  parcel  out  that 
Royal  authority,  which  they  had  folemnly  refolved  to  pie- 
fcrve  whole  and  entire.  What  was  the  cohftitutiotial  aft- 
thoiity  of  the  Crown  ?  He  toot  \t  to  be  an  afTemblage  of  lU 

the  duties  of  the  Kingly  o&ce  ^t£iw&^  >a^  ftaxxiVfe*   ^nW 
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and  to  which  of  the  three  Eftates  was  affigned  the  power  of 
beftowing-  honours  ?  To  the  Crowh  ;  and  that  power  of  tlie 
Crown  was  derived  from  the  fame  fource,  from  which  that 
Honfe  derived  its  power.     It  was   an   integral  part   of  the 
power  of  the  People  ;  and,  in  the  very  moment  of  their  tak- 
ing from  the  Crown  the  power   of  beftowing  honours,  the 
Confiitution  ceafed  to  continue  that  which  was  framed  by 
our  anceftors.     He  had   been   informed,  that  the  political 
cbaraAer  of  the  King  was  entire.     Gracious  Heaven  !  was 
not  the  political  charadler  of  the  Crown  entire  !  Was  it  ne- 
oeflary  that  Government  ftiould  be  new  modelled  }  Were  the 
Regal  rights  inherent   in  the  perfon  of  the  King,  or  were 
they  annexed  to  the  office?  He  had  heard,  in  another  place, 
that  there  was  an  infirmity  in  human  nature  which  naturally 
attached  itfelf  to  power;  and  the  perfon  who  made  this  ob- 
JeEYation,  doubtlefs,  felt  an  entire  conviction  of  its  truth  ; 
4Mlb  •  was  that  infirmity  confined  to  Princes  ?  Was  there  any- 
thing in  the  conduct  of  the  Heir  Apparent  which  warranted 
'  £»{£iiqpioion  of  his  labouring  under  fuch  an  infirmity  r  Thofe 
Jtll|4:luirbanred  a  fufpicion,  were  bound  to  prove  it.     Had  he 
"■Ad  iqiproperly  during  his  father's  illnefs  ?  Had  he  ever  at- 
.  JHMpted^  hy  iotrigues  or  cabal,  to  wrefl  the  fceptre  from  the 
Jllli^  of  bis  father?  Had  he  been  guilty  of  high  treafon  ?    It 
fiMv^ot  confiftent  with  the  liberality  of  the  right  honourable 
J^lP^d^man  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  judge  of  a  man's  condudt,  in  a  fitu- 
calion  in  which  he  had  never  been  placed.     The   right  ho- 
(AlAHiftblA  gentleman  had  faid  that  there  might  be  bad  advifers 
of ,$bft  Regent.     Might  there   not   be   bad  advifers  of  the 
Queen  ?  This  country  would  look  at  their  adlions  with  pe- 
j^te'^jealoufy*     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  in- 
fietr^i  that  the  new  Government  would  have  able  leaders. 
7iMtbofe  ;  who  were  without  offence,  caft  the  firfl  flone ! 
•But^  ^19  there  no  energy  left  in  that  Houfe  to  cenfure  Mi« 
f^tflerSy  and  control  their  conduA  ?  He  flattered  himfelf  that 
-frthey  WQuId  flill   enjoy  a  full  competence  to  grapple  with 
<^Sill  iU.advifers.     In  the  refolutions,  if  there  were  any  point 
.plaufible^  and,  at  firft  fight,  reafonable,  it  was  in  the  third 
^f^olution,  containing  the  reftridlions  again  ft  granting  offices^ 
^  patent  places,  andpenfions;  but  all  this  proceeded  on  the 
jmftaken  notion  that  they  were  private  property.     That 
-jtirtof  the  prerogative,  whiph  was  the  property  of  the  Crown, 
be- always  had  confidered,  and  ftiould  confider,  as  a  part  of 
r  the  public  revenue.     Were  none  of  the  Royal  houfehold  the 
r.fXrfitical  fervants  of  the  Crown'?  and  had  not  the  right  ho- 
.-nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)   again  and   again  declared, 
that  the  Regent  fliould  have  the  appointment  of  his  political 
;fei?vants?   Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  know  how 
.SDunxMemfyersoftbatHoukf  and  how  man^  o^  \X>ao>Jcvet 
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Houfe  were  on  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Royal  houfeboldl 
And  was  this  to  fecur^  to  the  King  the  fafety  of  his  crowa 
againjQ:  the  ambition  of  the  Regent  and  his  ill  advifers  ?  Whf 
would  they  veft  one  power  in  the  Regent  and  not  anothcrf 
Dill  they  fuppofe  that  the  Regent  would  ab>ife  it  ?  Did  they 
really  feel  that  to  be  the  cafe  ?  Had  they  not  fome  other  ob« 
je£t  in  view  ?  There  could  be  no  argument  for  curtailing  tht 
prerogatives  of  the  Regent,  which  would  not  apply  to  thi( 
exciufion  of  the  Heir  Apparent  from  the  Regency.  If  thU 
was  the  ohjeft,  let  gentlemen  go  to  it  explicitly  and  in  4 
tnanly  way,  and  not  in  the  narrow,  myfterious,  crookedi 
niifchievous  manner  whicli  they  were  purfuing !  Mr.  Povyi 
read  an  extradlfrom  a  political  pamphlet  in  this  part  of  Ut 
fpeech,  which  he  thought  applicable  to  his  argument^  and 
then  called  on  the  Committee  not  to  fet  up  that  paralytica! 
power  which  they  were  about  to  eftablilh.  He  confideEoi 
the  refolution  as  likely  to  excite  feuds  and  animosities  no( 
only  in  the  kingdom,  but  in  the  Royal  Family,  and  to  anv^ 
the  mother  againft  the  fon.  Was  that  the  way  to  add  entqfff 
to  add  vigour  to  the  Government  ?  He  begged  leave  to  rer 
mind  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  behsNl 
formerly  fought  under  his  banners,  and  fought  with  fuccefi^ 
when  he  conceived  that,  in  order  to  preferve  a  diftant  bracrii 
of  the  Government,  an  attempt  was  made  to  introduccj 
fourth  eftate ;  and  all  this  grounded  upon  a  ftab  at  the  ver| 
vitals  of  the  Conftitution.  He  confidered  the  prefent  fyficQI- 
to  be  equally  dellru^Sive  to  the  Conftitution ;  and  as  he  di4 
not  want  to  parcel  out  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  at  di^ 
will  of  an  individual,  he  would  move  an  amendment.  Tif. 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  contend  that  bj?. 
"went  by  precedent ;  but  the  precedents  which  he  had  quotoi. 
told  againft  him.  Mr.  Powys  declared  that  he  would eftab-^ 
lifli  himfelf  upon  precedent ;  upon  the  ftatutes  themfdvot 
The  extent  of  power  to  be  given  now  ought  to  be  theiami 
as  that  given  in  former  ftatutes ;  and  therefore  he  fliould  b^ 
leave  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  the  words  of  thofe  ftatuteii 
Mr.  Powys  accordingly  referred  to  the  ftatutes,  and  moved 
his  amendmentment  in  thefe  words  :  To  leave  out  frooi 
*^  illne^,"  in  order  to  infcrt,  '*  And  preferving  the  Con- 
*'  fiitution  of  Great  Britain  undifturbed,  and  the  dignity  s^ 
*^  luftre  of  the  Crown  unimpaired,  His  Royal  HighflfTi 
**  the  Prince  of  Whiles  be  appointed,  during  the  prefent  iiH 
*^  difporition  cf  His  Majefty,  and  no  longer,  in  the  naoM 
*^  of  the  King,  and  in  his  llead,  to  exercife  and  adminifteri 
"  a  ccording  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great  Britaix^ 
*^  the  Regal  power  and  government,  under  the  ftyleand  tide 
^'  of  Regent  of  the  Kingdom^  and  to  ufe,  execute,  and  pefr 
^^  form  kil  prerogatives,  aviX\\ot\ut%^  vc\3^  >&.^  c!i  Gqixwop 
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^*  menty  which  night  have  been  lawfully  ufed.  executed, 
^  and  performed,  by  the  Regent  and  Council  of  Regency, 
•*  conftituled  and  appointed  by  an  adl  of  the  5th  of  His 
*«  pielent  Majefty,  cap.  ay.** 

Lord  North  obferved,  that  it  might  apppear  difrcfped^ful ;  Ld  North, 
it  certainly  was  not  pleafant,  and  was  rather  unufual,  for 
any  Member  of  that  Houfe  to  rife,  with  beginning  to  com- 
plain of  any  refoJKitions,  which   had,  on  a  former  day,  re- 
ceived the  landlion  of  the  Houfe;  and  yet,  on  the  prefent 
eccafion,  he   felt  a  renewal   of  thofe  apprehenfions  which 
behad  flated  himfelf  to  labour  under,  when,  inftead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  perform  that  fingle  aft  of  duty  which  the  necelfity 
of  the  cafe  alone  required  at  their  hands,  they  had  taken  a 
eourfe  at  once  novel  and  dangerous,  by  eftablifliing  a  prece- 
dent unknown  before,  of  appointing  a  Ihadow,  a  iidion  of 
lawy  iflfteadofa  real,  ufeful,  and  rational  reprefentative  of 
the  third  eftate.     Did  it  become  them,  as  Members  of  the 
{fonfe  of  Commons,  jn  a  moment  like  that,  when  the  Royal 
l^tive^  which  the  Conftitution  had  invefted  in  His  Ma- 
jr^  was  fufpendied,   to  avail  themfelves  of  the  temporary 
ifiSSj^jlb^ty  of  the  King,  and  to  attack  all  the  autliorities  of 
tn'^tS^Wn,  while  it  remained  without  a  fliield.     When  he 
tmsifid'jfif  the  Crown,  and  of  the  King,  he  meant  to  fpeak  of 
bS^'th  that  fenfe,  and  in  that  charadler,  which  the  honour- 
iS^^eicrtieman  who  fpoke  before  him  (Mr.  Povvys)  lind  dif- 
t&i^ity 'c£sf],ned«     The  meafures  which  tliey  were  now  called 
robfi*t6  adopt,  contradicted  that  wife  maxim  of  the  Con- 
fnfiSponj  that  the  King  never  dies.     The  King,  in  his  indl- 
r&hiial  and  natural  capacity,  it  was  true,  fuiFcred  a  demife, 
^fift^the  political  capacity  of  the  Crown  was,  both  by  law 
ITO  ^e  conftitmion,  always  confidered  as  whole  and  entire ; 
lira  '^by  was  this  maxim  eflabi idled,  but  for  a  plain  and 
irt^Vto'us  peafon — To  guard  againft  and  prevent  an   interreg- 
num of  Imperial  power.     Minifters   had  contrived  to  pru- 
loce  that  evil,  which  the  Conftitution  had  fo  v;ifcly  and  io 
:autiouiIy  guarded  againft,  and  they  had  dcvifed  the  nK;ans 
jf  the  political  death  of  the  Crown.      Let   them  afk  t'.i^m- 
feives,  whatconftituted  the  kingly  office  ?  It  confifted  of  du- 
ties  and  functions  on    the    one  hand;    and  of  rights   and 
prerogatives  on  the  other;  yet,  neither  of  them  was  granted 
to  the  King  for  his  j>erronal  gratification  and  a(lvanta2;e,  but 
wrlfely  invefted  in   the  Crown,  as   tl:e  third  eftate,  tor  th? 
food  andfecurity  of  the  whole.     Si^parate  tliefe  public  duties 
ind  prerogatives,  fufpend  fome,  and  parcel  out  other-^,  and 
there  exifted  that  fatal  interregnum    which  the  Conftitutiuvi 
bad  forbidden.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
had  repeatedly  told  them,  iji  the  eourfe  of  his  V\^eed\,  \\\-\\. 
rte^  were  to  expe£t  tAar  His  Majcfty's  me' anc\\o\^  Ji\^o\?^«::x 
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would  prove  but  fliort,  and  that  they  were  to  confider  thexm 
felves  as  providing  for  only  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  die 
perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority;  but,  let  the 
Committee  recoUeft,  that,  notwithftanding  the  longandre* 
peated  examinations  which  His  Majefty'sphyficians  had  un- 
dergone; notwithftanding  that  thofe  examinations  had  db- 
vioufly  been  governed  by  the  general  and  anxious  wilhes  of 
the  Committee,  that  they  might  learn  when  they  might 
expeft  the  happy  moment  of  His  Majefty's  reuoratioQ 
to  the  full  exercife  of  his  authority,  it  had  not  been  in  tl^e 
power  of  any  one  confulted,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  probabk 
time  when  His  Majefty's  recovery  would  take  place.  Tb« 
jight  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  admitted,  that  un- 
lefs  His  Majefty's  recovery  did  take  place,  the  refolutioos 
which  he  had  propofed  would  not  be  proper.  Undoubtedly 
they  would  not.  If  it  were  but  for  a  moment,  every  man, 
who  was  a  friend  to  the  Conftitution,  muft.  fubmit  to  fudi 
refolutions  with  regret,  becaufe  they  went  immediately  td  ■ 
affect  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Conftitution.  Butf 
if  it  were  admitted,  that  the  refolutions  would  not  te 
proper,  in  cafe  that  His  Majefty's  recovery  did  not  tab  I 
place,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  deny  that  they  were  proper  it  I' 
all,  under  any  circumftances,  or  in  any  poi&blejcafe  vba^  ' 
foever.  Nor  were  they,  in  his  mind,  more  neceflary  than 
they  were  proper.  They  were  in  themfelves  pernicious,  and 
muft  neceflarlly  lead  to  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  Hodb 
had  refolved  that  it  was  their  right  and  duty  to  provide  the 
means  of  fupplying  the  defedl  in  the  perfonal  exercife  of  tliB 
Royal  authority.  What  could  that  fignify  more  thafi  that 
they  were  to  provide  for  the  interval  of  His  Majefty's  iJlnefi^ 
by  not  fu fieri ng  any  advantage  to  be  taken,  to  defpbil  dil. 
Crown  of  its  juft  and  conftitutional  rights?  It  was  their 
duty  to  take  care,  that  when  His  Majefty  ftiould  be  capablff 
of  re-afluming  the  Royal  fundlions,  he  fliould  find  them  in 
as  good  a  ftate  as  he  left  them  in  ;  undiminiftied  in  all  par- 
ticulars whatfoever.  Would  any  man  venture  to  contenOf 
that  this  would  prove  the  cafe,  if  the  refolutions  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  propofed,  fliould  be  adopted 
by  the  Committee  ?  Indifputably  it  would  not,  becaufe  th* 
objeft  of  the  refolutions  was  to  appoint  a  perfon  to  the  Re- 
gal office,  and  to  feparate  from  that  office  thcRoyal  authorityi 
Upon  this  occafion,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  a/k,  what  wai 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  limitations  and  reftriflions  fp^ 
cified  in  thofe  refolutions,  containing  the  detail  of  the  p- 
jieral  idea  ftated  in  the  preliminary  refolution  then  underups 
confideration  of  the  Committee  ?  By  the  firft  of  thefe  refe* 
lations,  the  Regent  was  to  be  Teftt^imed  from  making  Peeni 
a  new  and  an  unconftllulionaY  Yvrcivuu^w  ^  ^^"^^jarrA.  «*• 
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hority  !  The  right  honouralile  gentleman  hail  rdieJ  much 
on  precedents  and  their  analogy,  when  he  had  perCuaded  the 
Houfe  that  it  was  necefTary  to  declare  it  to  be  their  right 
to  provide  for  fupplying  the  deticiency  occaiioned  by  the  luf- 
penilon  of  the  Royal  authority,     ColiIiI  the  riglit  liOnoura- 
ble  gentleman  produce  any  i>rccedent,  wliich,  by  the  moil 
diilant  analogy,  or  the  moll  forced  conllruclion,  might  be 
brought  to  countenance  the  reft  raining  the  Recent  from 
making  Peers  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  kfiew  of  no  moment 
in  which  fuch  a  power  had    Iain  dormant  in  thl.s  cuuiiti  y. 
The   right  honourable    gentleman  bad  ailiiiivJ   ^.Um   x-  is 
power  could  not  be  neceflary  to  the  P>.egent.     'I'he  King 
poflefled  this  power,  becaufe  it  was  neceflary,  and  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  dcfcribcd  it  as  tlie  inhere: )t  right 
of  the  Crown.     It  was,  nevf»rthelefj,  a  public  rigl.t,  and 
not  a  perfonal  individual  riglu.     It  belonged  to  tlie  kingly 
o£Bce  as   one  of  the  Royal  prerogatives,  all  of  which  were 
fuppofed  to  be  neceiTary  to  the  fuppott  of  (iovernmejU,  and 
the  good  of  the  people  governed.     If  the  power  cf  making 
Peers  was  neceffary  to  a  King,  why  was  it  not  neceifiry  in 
a  Regent?  In  Kings  this  power  had  bc-en  confidcred  as  the 
fountain  of  honour,  and  had  been  exercifed  often  to  the  ge- 
neral  fatisfaftion  of  the  People  as  the   reward  of   merit, 
and  the  incentive  to  public   virtue.     Why  then  fliould   it 
be  denied  the  Regent?  His  Maiefl>'s  ill  health,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  his  recovery,  would  of  themfclves  make  the  go- 
vernment of  a  Regent  more  precarious,  more  inftable,  than 
that   of  the  Crown,  which,  f:om  its  nature,  was  perma- 
nent,   and  confccjuently   more  firm,    more   vigorous,    and 
Biore  effedlual.     liecaufe,  tlien,  the  govt;rnmtnt  of  a  Re- 
gent was  naturally  and  unavoidably  weaker  than   the  go- 
vernment of  a  King  ;  was  it  to  be  made  weaker  ilill,  by  the 
jmpoiition  of  unneceffary  limitations  and  reftri^^tions,  tend- 
ing to  cramp,  to  embarrafs,  and  enfeeble  its  powers  and  au- 
thority I  '1  he  right  honourable  gentleman   ha  t  prophefied 
that  a  time  might  come,  when   it  would  probably  be  ne- 
ceflary to  reconfidcr  the  bufmefs  ;    and  then,    if  His  Ma- 
jefty's  recovery  did  not  take  place,  they   might   remove  the 
reftridlions  now  impofed  on  the  Regent,  and  eitiier  leffen 
the  limitations,  or  tuke  them  a\^ay  aiiogeiher.     'Ihnt  Par- 
liament could  revife,  explain,  and  amend  its  own  ails,  was 
a  truth  by  no  means  new  to  tliat  Houfe;  but,  why  fhould 
the  Houfe  create  a  neceflity   for  fuch  lev.ifion,  e>:p!a:^ation, 
and  amendment,  when  the  creation  of  it  would  eitahliili  a 
dangerous  precedent,  and  the  avoiding  it  could   lead   to  no 
fort  of  difficulty  or  inconvenience  ?  'ihe  laft  Peerage  bill 
which  fell  under  difcuffion,  was  in  the  reign  of  Geor«>;e  the. 
Firft;  at  which  time  there  were  many  men  viVvo  ^e.^fiXNe\ 
well  of  their  country,  and  were  fairly  e\\Ut\eOL  \.o  ?J\^  \^^^ 
Vol.  XXV,  D  d  \^o>^x-* 
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noars  in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  beftow ;  hut  George 
the  Firfi  was  then  old  and  infirm;  the  Miniftry,  though  a 
powerful  party,  compofed  of  nren  of  high  charadler,  great 
abilities,  and  great  authority  in  the  country,  were  imagined 
not  to  be  iv.uch  in  the  good  graces  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  throne.  They  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pedl,  therefore,  that  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  came  to  the 
Crown,  he  would  create  fo  many  new  Peers,  that  their  party 
would  be  outnumbered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  and  thus 
they  fhould  be  fhut  out  from  a  reafonable  chance  of  return- 
ing to  power,  in  cafe  it  fliould,  on  the  accelfion  of  the  new 
King,  be  taken  out  of  their  hands.  With  a  view  to  avert 
this  evil,  they  propofed  to  limit  the  Peers  to  he  created  in 
futurr,,  and  to  reftrain  the  Crown  from  ennobling  more  than 
a  certain  number  of  Commoners,  from  time  to  time.  Lord 
Korth  added,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  affert  that  thefe  mo- 
tives wdrc  the  true  motives,  but  ihey  were  thofe  attributed 
to  the  Mini.Try  at  the  time.  The  bill  in  queftion  was  fo 
clearly  calculaica  to  incrcafe  the  importance  of  the  Peerage, 
\h?\.  W  \.3S  greedily  grafped  at  by  the  Lords  of  all  parties^ 
altho::p'i  tA<y  plainly  fav/  the  objetl  for  which  it  had  beer. 
introuLiCr  i.  '1  ne  i'eers  in  oppofition  overlooked  the  poli- 
tical diilindliions  of  the  times,  and  were  glad  to  lofe  fight  of 
l^rty  in  the  promotion  of  a  meafure,  the  neceffary  end  and 
efi*ect  of  which  muft  have  been  the  exaltation  of  their  own 
rank  and  authority  in  the  conftitution.  The  Lords  faid ; 
"  This  Bill  may  grow  out  of  the  fecret  policy  of  Miniftersj 
*^  it  may  be  a  job  for  them;  but,  it  is  fo  plainly  a  job  for 
*'  usy  that  it  is  our  intereft  to  promote  and  embrace  it,"  and 
thence  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  at  that  time  in  oppo- 
fition, gladly  undertook  to  introduce  the  bill,  and  gave  it 
all  the  fupport  of  bis  influence  and  abilities.  It  was  car- 
ried, in  confequence,  by  a  high  hand  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords; 
but  when  the  bill  came  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it 
mot  with  a  different  reception.  The  Houfe  felt  the  infult 
to  themfelves,  and  fpurned  at  a  bill  of  which  the  manifeft 
t«-ndejjcy  was  to  fet  the  other  Houfe  above  its  balance  in  the 
conftitution-  The  hill  had  been  rejedled  in  that  Houfe  by 
a  majority  of  269;  a  number  which  (Lord  North  alluding 
to  an  incident  of  hir  political  life,  obferved)  could  not  cafdy 
become  erafed  from  his  r<?memhrance.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons of  that  day  confid^red  the  bill  as  an  Ariftocratic  mea- 
fure, and  they  rejedced  it  with  indignaion.  In  the  prefent  cafe 
it  might  be  ten,  it  might  he  f J) ten  years  (no  perfon  could  deter- 
mine the  length  of  time)  before  the  Regency  would  be  replaced 
by  the  government  of  a  King.  It  therefore  behoved  the 
Houfe  to  proceed  with  the  utmofl  circumf|>e6lion.  Were  they  ' 
/tire,  that  when  it  fliould  be  v\\ov\o\\X.  v\ectC«x>j  ^^  take  away 
this  re/iri<5tion,  amongft  ovbcrs,  ^vlc\\  a^t^^^^xw^n^^^xX^w  * 
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5   the   ready  concurrence  of   the  other  Houfe?    That 
ife  could  not  engage  in  any  ad  legiflatively  without  tlie 
urrence  of  the  Houfe  or  Lords  ;     and   when  the   lime 
Id  come,  that  the  Houfe  might  find  it  proper   to  take 
the   reflri6l:ion  in  queftion,    and  to  declare   that  they 
ight  it  no  longer  neceffary,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  might 
bly  anfwer:    *'  We  beg  your  pardon,    we  think  it  is. 
/e  are  too  wife  to  part  with  what  you  were  fo  unwife  as "' 
)t  to  withhold.     We  will  not  fubmit  to  he  governed  by 
ncies  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  we  are  aware  of  your 
ipricious  and  changeable  temper,  but  we  do  not  move 
•bitrio  popularis  aura.     You  once  thought  thefe  reftric- 
ons  ne<:eflary';  we  think  them  neceffary  llill;    we  are 
»are  of  the  value  of  what  we  have  obtained,  and  it  refts 
ith  us  to  judge,  when  it  will  be  moft  fit  to  return  it.** 
Gentlemen,  therefore,  ferioufly  confider  of  the  future 
:ulty  which  they  might  create  by  abridging  the  Royal 
>gative  in  fo  eflential  a  particular,  and  if  they  weredeter- 
:d  to  impofe  reftriftions  on  the  Regent,  let  them  at  leaft 
:  its  duration,  and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  other 
fe  to  continue  it  in  force,  after  the  lime,  when  it  might 
ar  no  longer  neceffary  to  remain.     Perliaps  it  might 
^expedient  to  date  the  exiftence  of  the  rellrivflion  from 
i6th  of  January,  and  limit  is  duration  to  any  future  day, 
:h  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Committee  might  feem  proper. 
to  the  third  propofition  for  preventing  the  Regent  from 
ting  patent  places,  and   offices  for  Jife,  in    reverfion, 
luft  oppoie  it  in  the  terms  in  which  the  right  honoura- 
entleman  bad  conceived  it.     Thefe  fort  of  plnces,  hke 
konourof  Peerage,  were  the  proper  rewards  of  merit,  and 
as  the  Regent,  generally  fpeaking,  ought  not  to  be  re- 
led  from  granting.     Jf  any  number  of  offices,    which, 
«the  firftof  November,  were  only  offices  holden  during 
ure,  Ihould,  by  the   Regent,  be  convertetl  into  offices 
ife,  or  in  reverfion,  he  would  admit  that  fuch  a  j)ower 
t  not  to  be  exercifed,  becaufe  it  would  prove    a  great 
nutitm  of  the  power  ot  the  Crown,  which  Ihould  be  fe- 
l  from  falling  into   a  worfe   flate  than  it  experienced 
e  His  Majelty's   illnefs  commenced,  and   no  principle 
I  eftablifh  that  withput  contradidting  the  Conftitution. 
no  man  could  fay  that  the  fame  objeiStion  might  he  ap- 
to  the  power  of  making  Peers,  becaufe,  if  the  Regent 
allowed  to  exercifc  that  Prerogative,  it  would  not  in 
malleft  degree  diminifh  the  power  of  His    Majefty  to 
ife  the  fame   authority,   when  capable  of  re-affuniing 
*ins  of  Government.     As  to  the  fourth  Refolution,  if 
iderftood  it  rightly,  it  went  only  to  reftram  the^'e^^wX. 
interfering  with  fuch  acquifitions  of  wea\tV\  ox  eft.^x^^'a^^ 
iringsj  or  by  sinj  other  means  His  Maii^R.^   tv^\^^ 
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have  made  perfonsUy,  fince  his  acceffion  to  the  Throne. 
With  regard  to  thoie,  undoubtedly,  the  R^ent  ought  not 
to  meddle  with  tbem;  but,  the  real  property  of  the  Crown 
*      was,  in  his  confideration,  the  property  of  the  Public  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  Khig  for  the  public  benefit.     All  pro-  . 
perty  of  the  other  defer ipt ion  His   Majefty  might   devib 
and  difpore  of  by  will,  in  like  manner  as  any  private  gentle- 
man  could  difpofe  of  his  unentailed  private  fortune.     Moft 
undoubtedly  the  laft   refolution  was  well  worthy  a  feriouf 
and  deliberate  difcufSon,  becaufe  it  went  to  the  difpofal  of  a 
number  of  places  in   His  M.  jefty's  houfehold,  amounting 
to  a  raft  deal  of  raioney  out  of  the  Civil  Lift-     For  the  dif- 
pofal  of  places  of  this  defcription  to  be  fubnaitted  to  the  truft 
of  any  other  perfon  than  the  Kinghimfolf,  or  the  immediate 
reprefentative  of  the  Crown,  or  for  the  exercife  of  fo  great 
a  power  deducible  out  of  the  Civil-Lift   revenues  to  be  fe-. 
parated  from  the  other  regal  authorities,  appeared  to  him  ta 
be  an  unconftitutional,  an  unprecedented,  and  a  monftrouf 
propofition.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  remarked    * 
that  a  great  part  of  the  cxpences  of  His  Majefiy's  houfe- 
hold  was  under  the  pay  or   control  of  tlie  Mafter  of  the    . 
Horfc,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  Lord  Steward,  and 
that,  therefore,  their   remaining  undifturbed  in  office  was 
a<9:«aliy  neceflary  to  the  regularity  of  the  Royal  hoofehold  . 
during  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs,    and  that 
His  Majefty's  feelings  miglit  be  much  hurt,  when,  upon 
his  recovery,  he  (hould  find,  that,  during  his  unfortunate 
infirmity,  his  fubje6ls  had  changed  his   hcufchold,  and  re- 
moved his  domeftics.     For  his  part,  Lord  North  added,  he- 
did  not  wifli  to  deprive  His  Majefty  of  his  property*  nor  of 
his  domeftics;    but,   could  no  other  way  be  devifed,   by 
which  proper  attention  might  be  paid  to  the  King,  without 
this  valt  patronage  being  vefted   in  any  other  hands  than 
thofe  of  the  Regent  ?  Tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
declared  that  he  found  it  a  difficult  thing  to  fettle  the  inte- 
rior of  His  Majefty's  houfehold,  without  giving  the  con-- 
trol  of  it  to  the  higli  and  refpedlable  charadler,  to  whom 
the  care   of  the  Royal  Perfon    was  undoubtedly,     in  his 
opinion,    to   be   entrufted;    and  yet  the  right  honourable: 
gentleman  had  found  a  way  for  the  two  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment to  pafs  a  law  without  the  King,  or  a  third  Eftate;  and 
that  he  niuft  take  leave  to  fay  was  a  much  more  difficult 
point   to  carry  into  effeQ,     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had    alio   propoled  to  make   a  Regent,  and  to  expert 
from  liim   the  duty   and  rcfponfibility  of  a  King,    while  • 
he   withheld  from  him  the  unieftrained    exercife   of   the 
Roysil  authority.     Was  k  poftibVe  t.\\ev\  fov  the   right  ho- 
nourabh  gentleman  to  feel  any  e«\V>3ix\Aff\\\^ivx.  "vcv  vV^  ^V 
fofiil  cfthe  Grooms  of  the  ReAc\\2Lm\^^t'tT\\\si^\\\vti^'5i\\Lm 
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5  extraordinary  powers  of  an  extraordinaiy  order  of 
Sy  of  whom  they  had  all  heard  when  they  were  young. 
laded  to  witches,  ami  the  potent  faculties  with  which 
«rere  Contidered  as  endued.  They  were  fuppoftrd  to  he 
le  of  riding  through  the  air  on  hioomfticks,  of  hiaft- 
le  moft  fertile  fields,  of  deftroying  corn  and  cuttle, 
F  perfecttting  their  enemies,  and  killing  people  at  at 
ce  by  a  thoufand  ways,  and  yet  gie.it  and  preternatural 
I  power  of  thefe  witches  was  pretended  to  be,  he  had 
told,  when  a  boy,  that  all  their  efforts  were  vain,  and 
sftr  arts  defeated,  by  the  fimple  circumftance  of  two 
s  being  put  acrofs  each  other.  Do  tkis^  and  the  power 
i  witch  was  at  ati  end.  Could  not,  therefore,  the  riglit 
irahle  gentlenian  get  over  his  difficulty  r  Could  he  paO; 
kvithout  a  third  Ellate  ?  Could  he  fo  m  a  pageant,  r.nd 
■  it  with  the  Royal  authority  f  Could  h?  appoiiit  a  Re- 
ind  defpoil  him  of  Regal  power?  Couhl  he  make  a 
and  no  King,,  and  yet  was  ilieprovifion  for  difpenfing 
the  patronage  of  appointing  the  Grooms  (  f  theBcdcham- 
f  arduous,  and  fo  infurmou table,  that  his  invention,  hiii 
r,  his  ingenuity,  ail  It^ft  hitn.  and  h-:  was  forced  to  con- 
inofelf  incapable  ?  Yet,  furely,  if  the  right  honours- 
[entleman  would  deem  it  worthy  his  endeavours,  he 
t  eafily  furmount  this  leii'er  difllculty,  after  having 
fuperior  to  othcs,  which,  in  ^/j  humble  opinion,  ap- 
d  to  have  been  infinitely  m'^reforrr.idahle.  The  right 
arable  gentleman  had  told  them,  that  the  LoiJs  of  the 
[lanaber  were  formeily  intimately  conneiHcx!  witli  the 
or  of  the  King'ij  houfehold,  and  in  the  lliifl  fenfe  of 
rords,  domeftics  of  the  iSovcreigi.  This  might  have 
the  cafe  in  George  the  Se^rnd's  time;  but,  they  all 
',  that,  of  late  years,  tlie  Lords  of  the  Keclchambct 
een  othcrTvi/i  emploved,  T/jey^  as  well  as  the  higher 
ihold  officers,  were  the  political  fervants  of  tlie  Crown, 
ppointed  for  the  domeflic  comfort  of  the  Sovereign, 
>r  his  public  pomp,  and  annexed  to  his  retinue  as  a 
of  the  pageantry  of  the  Crown.  The  right  honouru- 
sntleman  had  allured  ihem,  that  the  patronage  to  be 
lolden  from  the  Rpg;er;t  under  this  Resolution  would 
e  ahuftd,  and  had  defired  that  his  profcfhon,  that  he 
i  not  take  part  in  aijy  fadlious  oppofition  to  the  go- 
ncnt  of  the  Regency,  might  be  confidered  as  the  teft  of 
iture  condufl.  That  the  exalted  Perfon-ge,  in  whofe 
5  this  eaormous  patronage  was  to  he  nominnliy  lodged, 
d  not  abufe  it,  Lord  North  declared,  that  he  was  wil- 
o  believe;-  but,  when  he  confidered,  that  there  was  to 
Ci^ouncil  to  advife  Her  Majefty,  he  was  l^ot  cyvxvXfc  \v\x«t 
bdadvice  given  would  alwavs  be  puve  ad  ^le^  l^oxi^ 
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the  inflaencs  of  a  fpirit  of  fa£lious  oppofition.  For  his  o«n 
part,  Ik;  did  not  poiieis  that  nice  gift  of  fight  by  which  be 
coiild  tell  at  the  firll  view  of  a  perfon's  countenance  the  fin* 
cerity  of  his  intentions;  but,  though  he  had  loft  hrs  fighli 
he  had  not  loft  his  fenfe  of  hearing.  He  had  heard  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  profeffion  of  what  he  deftred  to  be 
confidercd  as  the  teft  of  his  fu'ure  condu(ft  ;  but,  the  Com- 
mittee well  knew  that  it  was  not  parliamentary  to  rely  on 
the  profcfTions  of  an  individual;  but,  that  when  a  great 
public  mcafure  was  under  con fi deration,  they  ought  to  ph 
vern  themielvcs  by  public  principles,  and  not  by  perfooat 
confidence. 

Undoubtedly  it  was  rep rehenfible  to  withhold  fo  great t 
part  of  thepreiogative  of  the  Crown  from  the  perfon  who 
was  the  beft  entitled  to  expe£l  to  he  entrufted  with  theex- 
crclfe  of  the  Royal  Authority  during  the  incapacity  of  the 
Sovereign.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  denied, 
that  there  exifteJ  a  right  in  the  Heir  Apparent  to  aflame  the 
exercii'e  of  the  Royal  Authority ;  but,  they  had  aH  hearif 
that    it  was  admitted  to  be  fuch  an  irrefiftible  claim,-  »' 
could  not  be  rejefled  without  injuftlce  and  without  violence 
What  was  it  then  to  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  fochan 
iirefiftible  claim,  that  he  could  not  be  deprived  of  but  fcr 
rcafonsftrongenough  tojuftify  abill  of  exclufion  ?  It  could 
be  no  new  Conftitution;  it  was  a  claim,  he  fuppofed,  to 
fomething  which  had  exifted  before.     It  was  not  a  right  to* 
fuilain  a  burthen,  to  fubmir  to  the  performance  of  all  the 
duties,    without  enjoying  all  the  prerogatives  of  a  King.' 
No  reftridlions  ought,  therefore,  to  he  impofed  on  the  Re* 
gent;  but  if  any  reftriftions  were  adopted,  they  ought  to' 
be  dated  from  the  16th  of  January,  and  confined  to  a  li- 
mited duration.     He  conjured  the  Committee  to  have  re* 
courfe  to  their  conftitutional  ideas,  and  if,  during  the  tem- 
porary fufpenfion  of  the  King's  perfonal  capacity  to  exer- 
ci(e  tlie  Royal  Authority,  it   was  their  duty  to  provide  fo? 
that  defeft  in  the  Conftitution,  let  them  be  governed  by  tho 
neceflity  of  the  cafe,  and  not  exceed  its  limits.     Let  them: 
provide,  that  the  People  ftjould  have  a  good  government: 
and  having  proceeded  thus  far,  they  would  enjoy  the  confer 
oufnel's  of  executing  the  whole  of  what  they  owed  to  them*^: 
felves,  to  the  People,  and  to  fo  good  a  Sovereign  as  His 
Majefty  :  but,  to  venture  farther  would  prove  a  moft  dan- 
gerous experiment.     During  the  continuance  of  that  .mo- 
l^ncholy  malady  with  which  the  King  was  afBided,  andtb' 
hare  rfiroj  left  ion  of  which  made  every  man's  heart  bleed,  the 
Peop]fi  ijad  a  right  to  expecft  that  they  fliould  be  well  gO# 
rented.     Let  it  not  be  fa\d,  l\\ev\,  tot  ic^cc  xVi^^^eat  fiiowd 
change  a  Miniftry,  they  wete  vr\\Yvn?,\o  c\\%w^^^ttCxK!&r^ 
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ion*  Lfit  them  not  be  captivated  with  erery  light  and 
HRic^l  ichcmcof  poltticaj  iprcularift^^  but  mlhere  to  wtut 
Pinew  frgm  experience  lo  be  (oUd  and  fecuic*  If  they. 
Ifliet)  tbc  pfDJc£l  f(jggefled  by  th©  right  honourable  gentle- 
fi>  they  would  n<^  conrnry  to  the  pradict^  of  their  an- 
\nr%j  arikl  contrary  to  the  prlnci^des  of  the  Con  jVt  tut  ion, 
ere  wai  na  inftjtation  oi  their  nnceftons,  which  might 
:  be  changed  on  the  fwggeilion  of  wanton  caprice  -"^nd 
fe  6inc^,  if  thcjy  oticegavc  way  upon  (o  gr??at  a  point* 
they  were  prevatled  on,  there  was  nothing  tafe,  ilnce, 
^  the  lame  principle  that  they  were  now  called  upon  to 
rt£ce  for  what  had  been  for  above  a  ctntury,  fjund  agree* 
?  to  the  wifties  and  tjifte  of  the  People,  they  might  be 
jwA  to  alter  every  inftitutioiij  the  mo  ft  nfeful  and  the 
ft  falot;iry*  Let  them  learn  to  dread  the  change  of  their 
tftitutton^  from  the  mifchii^fs  which  hail  followed  in  con- 
lence  of  lech  a  circumflsnce  in  other  countries,  Spain 
?d  the  lofs  of  her  ConOitation  to  the  comphvifanct?  of 
GffTies*  Had  not  their  fatal  pliability  taken  pbce,  Spain 
J  Id  have  remained  free.  The  foundation  was  alfo  bid 
rbe  ruin  of  the  liberties  of  Rome  by  innovnting  cpon 
Gonllitution,  1  hey  all  knew  that  Rome  owed  her  li- 
If  and  grL^atnefs  to  beint^  under  the  government  of  per- 
i  aaiiiiylly  t^ledr^d  to  office^  and  her  viclories  to  fhort 
riiliind^..     When  war  was  mad*?,  or  peace  prochiimed,  iti 

beil  time*  of  the  Common  wealthy  it  was  done  by  the 
nftll  or  PiO'Coniuh  who  headed  ihe  Roman  arniics,  and 
idudled  them  to  the  field  ;  but,  wJien  f'jr<;*it  n*en  came  in 
iIOTi  thf  y  did  all  themfrives;  tl»u«j  when  Sertorius  was 
^bellion  again (t  the  RejmMic  in  Spakn,  and  Mithridattis 
um%  in  Alia,  the  Mediterranean  infeJlcd  vviiJi  pirates, 
.Rome  threatened  wifh  a  fcarcily  of  corn,  Lucullus  was 
died,  and  Pom|iey  invefted  with  the  comnumh  and  with 
condnii  of  the  war.  During  tb^it  period,  Pompey  waf 
in  r^H  With  the  Roman  people;  and  Pompey,  it  was  true, 
ducd  Sertorin^T  reduced  Mithridates,  teat te red  tiie  piraTe^i, 

brought  grain  m  Rome  *  but,  by  the  Common wea I iU^s 
mure  from  ihceilabliftied  principles  of  the  Roman  con- 
Stiont  the  con  (lit ut ion  of  Rome  was  undermineth  Short 
itnailds  were  abohfhed,  Cselar  was  put  at  the  head  of  the 
ons  for  five  years,  and  his  comtnands  was  prolonged 
five  years  more,  Caefar  was,  undoubtedly,  a  Cie- 
il;  but  ihi?  relaxation  of  the  laws  in  his  fivour,  and 
flat  a<3sof  complaifance  to  otlier  greit  mrn,  put  ^n  ?nd 
be  liberties  of  the  Republic,  and  i\ntw  Rome  under  the 
linion  of  a  mafter.  Lord  North  concluded  with  the 
axation^j  that  he  flionld  tremble  for  his  country  if  the 
lutions  were  adopted  ;  that  if  the  Houfe  thovi^Kt  lUit, 
^df^nt^gs  CGuM  rsp^y  the  viohticn  ot  l\is  CouSi\Vu\\^v^, 


PARLIAMENTj\JIY  a.  17%. 

mtA  afifJ  upon  that  {>rificipkf  ihai  prind^r  would  pmv^  ti 

min ;  thit  he  (hoiiid  tn>t  him  I  elf  probably  Iitck 
dlV^tf   which  might  follow,  hut  his  pciflerity  '  _Lii 
fli^re  wer^  g^ntbrncn,  who  ftt  there,  that  might  Oite'J 
reptnt,  in  t!te  biitcrrtrft  of  :i91iftmn,  tlie  wreck  c*" 
fref^lonij  and  cwrfe  the  hour  m  which  thitfy  had  fut 
bulwark  of  the  CcniHtation  t0.  he  affaatteti  wixh  fuel*  ifi^ 
^ll  violence. 

Lord  B^igraz^e  contaid;*^,  that  veflin^r  all  the  Roy«it  |ifWQf 
^.^ti ves  in  r h e  [\ rgcn t ,  w mi t *!  Ke  t o  iruh  too  it  1  u r ^^  - ^ ^ v -*r  i|^ 
ci^  perron's  h.^iitl?,  during  the  tife-ttra^  of  tl-  i^^n, 

Wit!i  r^(\tr{{  to  thr  R^pnrt  th**n  oponrhe  ta^' 

raft  aftd  Dr.  W  J  ills,  i>«  wotilU  nut  follow  the  *!Xii^i. ; 
t€wwv€tp)^  aiul  fdv,  that  Dr.  War  fen  was  ati  In 
d4ngeri3us  mafl,  to*  he  :ibout  His  Majrfty,  i*«fAv^ 
Pr  Willifi  w, "1 8  not  wi  imfr0i>«:rnr  n  ttang^rcnis 
fa  ^mployetl.  Hii  would  noMake.ujJcin  hum  in 
1N9  com|V4f*iiv(*  mcTiti  ol'  ihe  ^yhyfician^i  ^  ! 
foit^^d,  ihac  it  any  unprejuJlcoii  man  were  -f 
the  Report,  hf  ^vouM  pionmio^re  the  r«^nl  1  be,  vujt  th 

prohahiUty  of  His  MajtiH's  fctov^fry  w  1 -il  10  h<.  l'>*\ 

CT^fect  fuice  ilie  prticifdiog  t%tMnnv^uon  ot  cHe  pli 
ait<:iid£;d  Uim,  it  was  l1ee^Jle^s  for  him  to  cbf^i^r 
Qu€en  was  univ«rfally  hdoTetl  :inH  ^Ldori*d,  ami  itmt  v 
ot  her  co!n1u£l  durio^  His  Mijeliy*^  iiin^is,  h*i' 
€n>pfanly  tender  «tid  ^itieftionate,  that  it  mull  it.r 
neration  and  regard  which  a! J  r^nks  ot  p-dpli?  en 
fo  exctlleivt  a  perfon*igc.  'I he  pohtk^l  int*  j^nty  -  .  _ 
charafier  lie  ibould  coiiccm  th^il  alt  wmc  icwXy  to  a4mii| 
lUid  if  that  were  t^krti  r^way,  or  cotdidfred  siS  ft^-  -^-^  fd 
nftitution  v^'culd  bo  highly  endjngt;red#  Unr 
2i  the  pi  opt  let  y  of  tec  ur  nig  ih-^  fig]  its  of  the  Craw  li,  asjil  im^ 
tufting  them  to  the  Iv.i^^rd  of  t  vent^,  |-or  hi$  own  pori,  I 
tntertained  the  mo  A  fiticerA  ullcftw  for  the  Prince  of  Wi< 
and  could  unteign^dly  UtxLrf  ^  thiit  hi^  Ir^A  au  iiiiptfci^  c^itli 
/icnce  in  the  virtiieu  of  his  Royal  Hkgi>nf'f;i;  hut,  in  » 
like  the  pr^^fent,  when  t\\^'i  were  fftahlifliinf^  t- -^-^^  ,^^ 
providing  an  example,  as  it  wt?re^  for  ffoilern  1^ 

proceed  wiih  too  much  cauttotu     1  here  nMghi  Uti  ^- 

lA  an  Heir  Apparent,  wlio^  equally  d^af  40  the  ties  t. 
an!  regardfefs  of_  the  interclls  0*  ihe  people,  mtght  connrsd 
bimfelf  with  a  defperate  f^t^lion,  and  forgetting  what  Vi^  A\M 
o  his  own  chanfter,  and  his  exalte<l  iKition,  afford  (be  ntticMii 
iHf  Lmcholy  proTpe£l  of  what  they  were  to  exprft  afr, 
trance  into  power.  Heaven  for  hid  !  thai  fuch  an  Hefr 
fhouldexift  ;  hut  as  the  rranffl^fllons  of  the  times 
Ms  form  an  import;mt  a>rn  m  otjr  hiflory,  \t  vs - 
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iMndM  ^  ilf-^vifert«  and  bis  mind  warped  hj  the  coun- 
ettt  of  an  tm^  incipled  faAion,  who  had  once  already  made  a 
?MeBt  «tR|ck  on  the  conftitution  of  their  country.  In  con* 
cblfteiH  IJorA  B^lgrave  obirrved  that  when  the  juft'and  law- 
fill  prtrog^ves  oil  the  Crown  were  in  danger,  his  right  ho^ 
lUMrable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  bad  manfully  ftood  forth  to  defetid 
thna  ;  and  en  the  recent  occafion  of  the  peifonal  exercife  of 
Ibe  Royal  Authority  being  fufpended,  when  the  liberties  of 
dK  poople  were  threatened  by  a  declaraiion  of  a  right  in  the 
Hrt  AppaFent  to  aiTume  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  Autho- 
lity  (a  fight  which  they  had  refolveJ  could  exlft  conftitu- 
IMnally  oniy  in  theperfon  to  whom  that  and  the  other  tloufe 
af  Karfiament  fliould  delegate  it)  his  right  honourable  friend 
kii  iPfCh  equal  fiiirit  denied  the  exiftence  of  the  right  afTerted 
Id  cvift  in  the  Heir  Apparent,  and  after  putting  the  aflertion 
jnl^denial.  at  iflue,  had  obtained  a  parliamentary  declaration 
iafiTauroTthe  people.  After  a  quotation  from  the  orations 
«C  DeiBofthencs,  Lard  Belgrave  declared  that  he  /hould  vote 
hr  Aa  reicdutioiis. 

Mr.  SbarUan  remarked,  that  not  dedgning  to  copy  the  ex-  ^f ,.,  g|^^, 
aMfde  pf  the  noble  Lord,  he  fhou^d  neither  congratulate  tlie  rjdan. 
UI|H»  il  }fy  nor  condole  with  the  minority,  on  any  former  vote 
•f  that  Houfe,  which  the  noble  Lord  had  extolled  as  an  adl 
«f  ipirit»  If  the  aflertion  were  true,  and  the  fadV  was,  that 
Iha  motw  to  which  the  Houfe  had  laft  come  had  been  an  adl 
^ifintn  he  hoped  that  they  would  now  proceed  to  an  a(51  of 
jirfHDa.  He  declared,  that  he  meant  not,  like  the  noble  Lord, 
tpticat  the  Houfe  with  a  quoation,  whether  taken  from  <iny 
Gffcck»  jR.onuny  or  Engliih  writer ;  neither  did  he  defign  to 
Aew  bis  partiality  to  his  friends,  by  any  elaborate  encomium 
0n  their  merits.  The  noble  Lord,  however,  had  mifapplied 
the  line  which  he  had  quoted  from  Demoftbenes,  who  had 
neant  to  reproach  the  Athenians,  for  wafting  thaf  time, 
which  they  (hould  have  fpenr  in  effedally  cppofing  their  ene- 
tKjj  in  fruitlefs  inquiries  and  examinations  of  phyficians, 
from  the  wiih  of  leamii^  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  his 
health.  He  hoped  that  this  was  not  a  very  applicable  cafe 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  that  the  inquiries  had  not  been 
carried  on  with  that  view.  He  would  not,  he  faid,  go  much 
at  hrge  into  the  Report  then  upon  the  table,  though  he  could, 
not  pafs  by  the  reprcfen  tat  ions  which  the  right  honourable 

Sktleoian  had  made  of  the  anfwers  and  opinions  of  the  phy- 
ani.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended,  that 
the  phyficiansall  agreed  that  His  Majefiy's  cure  was  probable; 
that  he  was  better,  and  that  there  were  more  or  lefs  figns  of 
his  recovery.  That,hepo(itively denied;  thcright  honourable 
featlesan  bad  not  quoted  the  Report,  and  he  would  not  do  \t\ 
Sot  he  9£hncd  th;it  tliQ  phyiicians  did  not  al\  o£  xjvestv  ?i^xt^ 
'   Vol.  XXV.  £  e  xW^- 
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tbat  there  we^'c  figns  of  His  Majefty*s  recovery.     Dr.  Wil- 
lis, indeed,  did  ftate  it,  iand  there  was  forretljing  of  the  fame 
fort  advar^ced  by  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Imt  rhe  other  pbyricians 
aiBrmed  tlieexprefs  contrary  to'  be  thtir  opinion.     Mr.  Slie* 
ridan  took  notipe.  of -the  manner  in  which  Mr,  Chancdlor 
Pitt  had  fpoken  of  Dr.  Warren,  and  charged  him  With  having 
indiredU  y  endeavoured  to  attack  Dr,  Warren's  charafler ;  the 
noble  Lord  who  fj.oke  laft,  had  alio,  lie  faid,  followed  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  example^  and  in  a  way  peculiar- 
ly injurious,  ventured  upon  infuiuations,  to  the  prejudice  of 
Dr.  Warren.     On  occalions  Ukfj  the  prefentj  Mr*  Sheridan 
added,  it  was  ridiculoujf  to  ftand  upon  idle  ceremoaies,  nnd 
trifling  etiquettes  ;  he  would  fpeak  out,  and  fay,  that  if  tliere 
was  a  witnefs  who-^ppeard  to  give  prevaricating  and  evafive 
anfwers,  that  witnefs  was  Dr.  Willis/   In  order  to  fee  whe- 
ther he  was  riglit  or  wrong  in   this  aflT^rrion,  It^t  gentleftKa 
look  fairly  to -the  Reports,  and  then  decide.     The  right  ho- 
nourably gentleman,  wlien  talking  of  the  endeavours^  to  puz- 
zle and  mi  Head  Dr.  Willis,  and  perplex   the  run[jhcity  an^ 
plainnefs  of  his  nature,  had  looked  towards  him  as  if  he  meant 
to  allude  to  his   crofs  examination  of  that  phyficttvn,  in  dbe 
Committee  above  flairs.  He  knew  not  that  ir  was  either  parli- 
amentary or  proper  to  make  wh-U  pafTt^d  in  Select  Com  in  itteei 
abovB  ftairs,  the  fubjeft  of  allufion  in  that  Houfe ;  hut,  if  tlie 
minutes  of  the  Committee  were  liefo re  the  Hooft^j  ?hey  wouIJ 
fee  that  he  had  crofs  examined  Dr.  Willis,  with  a  view  to  put 
his  credibility  to  the  teft,  in  confequence  of  a  learned  fr  endof 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  then  in  his  place,  having  crofs 
exami(;ied  Dr  .Warren,  exprefily,  as  he  K>d  himlelf  decUtfij 
for  the  purpofebf  impeaching  Dr.  Warren*s  credibilityi  aii- 
vertingtowhathementionedas  the  different  anfwers  given  by 
JJr.  Willis  at  diflerent  times,  he  charged  them  with  various 
contratlicSlions.     Whcrn  he  heard  Dr.  Willis  at  onetime^- 
•ferting,  that  the  accountg  fent  to  St.  James's  did  not  con^'ey 
a  true  ftareof  His  Majefty^s  health,  but  were  confidered  by 
him  as  prefcri prions  for  the  Public  to  f^valfow,  and  when,  at 
another,  he  heard  him  admit  them  to  the  flatements  of  fafti, 
and  foundj  from  the  examination  of  the  other  phyficians,  to 
no  fuch  converfatjon  had  paffed,  as  Dr-  Willie  ha  J   fiated  to 
have  pafled,  was  he  not  neceflariJ y  daggered,  and  ^iclinaS^o 
think  Dr.  Willis  a  loofe  and  random  fpeaker;  Wh^u.l^^ 
heard  Dr.  Willis  attribute  His  Majefly'sillnefs  to  feven-antl- 
twenty  years  of  .extreme  ftudy,  ahllinence,  and  laboufi  a^J 
declare  that  His  Majefty  was  recovering,  aihgning  as  a  rra- 
"fon,  that  the  phjfic  which  he  had  that  day  given  himj  b(l 
•produced  the  defii-ed .  efFe<Sl,  \yhat  muft  he  think  of  Dr»  ^*1- 
Jis^  yi^ben  he  heard  him  affetl,  t\\:it  hvs  ^hyfic  could  ino^|af 
0vercome  the  eiFe^ls  o{  fc^eU'AuiA\\^\\t^  ^^-i^^V-^^^-i^^V 


ciffe;  1 
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fcven-and*t\^enty  years  iftudy,  and  feven-and- twenty 
yeiifs  ablliiieno^j  It  was  impoflible  fer  him  t<V  maiutain  that 
ir^avlt y'  which  the  fubjt  ct  demanded.  Such  aflertions  remind- 
[fciliimof  thofe  noftrum^s  which  were  to  cure  this  nnJ  thnt 
liiiatady ,  and  alfoj  cjifappointments  in  love,  and  long  fea 
tojages*  He  did  not  (Mr. ^Sheridan  faid)  impute  Dr,  VVii- 
Ks^s  anfwers  to  any  inttntion  to  decdvc,  hut  when  he  heard 
tim  rountHy  declare  Vvlt^t  every  other  of  His  Majefty's  phy- 
ficiaos  pronounced  it  UTipoffible.  to  fpeak  to,  he  mult  aUert, 
^hat  Dr.  WiiUs  w^s  a  very  hafty  d(-cider,  and  a  randcm  fpeak- 
lir*  Mr.  Sheridan  how  t:.hferved,  that  he  mull  beg  leave  to 
In  veil  (gnte  the  othrr  p:irts  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
^an*s  Ipeech,  and  declare  that  he  did  not  wonder  that  in 
ffeeakmg  of  one  perfon,  whom  the  right  honourable  gen- 
perrian  had  thoof^ht  fit  to  introduce,  he  chofe  to  appeal 
Xp  Hhe  feeling" J  ratlier  than  to  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe. 
[iThe  manner  in  which  tlie  light  honourable  gentleman  had 
Ijrnentioned  Her  Majefly,  appeared  to  lum  to  he  with  a  deficn 
ho  challenge  ?nd  crovok^f  a  ditcuffion  of  the  conduft  of  tne 
iQitetn ;  but  he  tnimnl,  that  whatever  had  been  the  right 
^bn:?utable  ghitllfitian'sJ  motive,  it  would  prove  totally  un- 
fuccef'jfur*  The  dutiful  condufl,  and  domaftic  virtues  of 
^thatRoyaiperfonj' never  had  been  called  in  queflion  ;  and, 
rthLerefore^  he  hoped  that  they  flioutd  avo  d  the  difcuflion,  as 
Ji  'niati^r  e^ii:iUy  unnfccfTary  and  indecent;;  and  when  the 
iright  honourable  gentle  nmn  talked  of  delicacy  on  the  fubjef^, 
;,  he  wifKed  hfm  to   riHt^^  on  his  own  condu6l   in  the  Com- 


P'iriutee,     1  liofe  who  \%qM  give  rcfponfil)ility  to  the  Qiieen, 
*tlfi6fe  who  woiild  !:ike  li^r  out  of  that  private  and  domeftic 


TTbrt  of  the  Roy nt  peifLii  in  qnefllon.     With  regard  to  the 

Jfee'hic  preference  to  the  Prince's  claim,  which  the  right  ho- 

^fiouratsle  gentleman  had  admitted,  it  appeared  from  the  right 

^boqourahie  gentleman's  condu6V,as  if  his  concurrence  with  it 

*  was  e:;torted  from  hiri  by  the  opinion  of  the  public.     Tha 

p1a»n  qneflion  wa^j  what  were  the  motives  which  induced  the 

right  honour^.hle  gentleman  to  rcfufe  the  full  power*  of  the 

:  Crown  to  the  perfnn  wiio  was  to  a6t  a-^  its  reprefentatlve? 

AVhatj^bnt  iin  inteiuion  totye  up  the  hamis  of  Miniilers,  at  a 

^  'tSftic'^hen  they  would  ftanH  the  i^noft  in  n-.-ed  of  unreftrained 

^thority.     It  would  not,  hn  believed,  be  denied,  ihnt  a  n;0' 

>erniDent  by  a  Regent  mull   necefTarily  prove  more  weak 

■  Aan'ji  gbvernraent  carried  on  by  the  Crovirn  itfelf,  and  that 

confo]iiedtty  it  required  every  pofuble  degree  cf  additional 

aid  'and  affiftance;  but  by  the  line  propofed  Vt  vj3l%  i\^VL\^^^ 

fp  all'fore'gn powers,  that  they  were  divided  gitsvow^  \>>^vc\» 

E  e  2  fe\s^^> 
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fetvi^^arfj  that  .there  '^m  not  exift  that  her  uty  of  haafirf 
and. ti A'amfnftTjh  f^}^dl&f  to  exi ft  at  t !irf!  en  .  '  T he  ngUll 
hbiibift^e'^enttemati'fia^^  to  precfei      t^  iri  f4*i)f>6«f 

offiiSfiTgumehW  pf  that  day,  bi:t  the  whole  line  of  preceife 
which  be  meant  to  'foUovr,  made  d-re'^^ly  Agi^hft' ih^lrii 
eiice^^J^i'ch  it  was  Hisdefigato  drav^r  frdin  it.     By  thh  mni 
wiiith'ihe  right  honourable  gentleman  had  adopt:  d^  ^ihtr  h^ 
laiicie  of  the  Crown  was  deft  royedj  and  asftirrastiie  bab^iettl 
of  .fhe!  coriftitutiofa  was  concerned,  that  w^%  deftroyed  .iJiifl 
DM  the  Regency  bi  Is  referred  tf>  by  the  tight  honoofahtj 
gerltteinan  proceed  upon  the  fuppofvtion  that  the  mitiorcOtrld 
ne^t'be  bf  ag<r  ?  Moft  pertainly  t^iey  di-inor;  nor  \vere  ih« 
po'werS  of  the  prerogative  withlioJden .     '^hej  were  aJl  grren, 
not  into  the  haiwaof  one  perfon  iudeetli  but  into  tlie  hanili 
©f:iiiafJY«     Mr.  Sheridan  ftated,  chat  at  tliai  time  (in  the 
rcfgn  of  Geca*ge  the  Second)  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  thir- 
teen, and  he  Was  by  the  Regency  Bill  dechired  fei  be  df  fell 
age"  4t  eighteen^  and  th^King  wa^  then  ahve,  and  in  gtioj 
hwlfh.     He  reafpned  upoirthefe  fasftsj  to  ih<?w  that  the  ut- 
moft  time  the  Prmcetoulcl  hi  that  cafe  have  beeri  a  mincMT, 
wa«  five  years,  and  that  tlw  prohahiUty  Was,   that  he  woolS 
kaye.remained  /o,  when  he  came  to  the  Crawn,   more  thai 
two  or  three  y«ariB.     Towards  th^r  latter  end  of  the  rig^ 
bonouiable  gentfemail's'  Qiecchj  th^  true  motive  of  the  rrghi' 
horiburable  ^entieman's  coftduft  had  manifeHed^  iiftlf ;  hr 
had  on  a  former  day  adverted  to  it,  but  not  upon  tha*  jay^ 
excepit  in  thepart'of  his  fpeech   to  which  he  thf^i  allodeaj 
and'that  was  his  belief,  that  the  Regent  would  change  tbe 
adminiftration,  and  that  theGovennnent  wonld  fall  fntotbf 
hands  of  thofe,  whom  the  right  honourable  gen Urm an  b J 
dared  toaflert,  had  been  convi^Slpd  of  a  confederacy  td  oiw 
turn  die  conftitution.     That  was  the  real  fpring  of  alt 
right  honourable  gentlemanN  meafures^  rerpe6>in^  the 
gency.     Had    intentions   befin  entertained    of  keeping 
prefent  Minifters,  the  liraitatioiii,  he  verily  heheved^  woi 
never  have  been  heard  of.     The  whole  of  the  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman's  conduft  was  confelTedly  goVerned  hy  paft|^ 
confldeiations,  andby  the  impulfe  of  his  own  perfonal  auiM* 
lion.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  talk^jj  of  the^rfl 
advifers  whom  the  Regent  nwght    pofTibly  have  about  him '^ 
but  was  there  in  fa£l  any  real  canfe  to  dread  fuch  a  circum" 
ftance  ?  If  that  were  the  cafe,  mtght  he  not  afk,  with  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  near  hjm,  (Mr-  Powys)  was  t  her  a  not 
vigour  enough  left  in'  that  Houfe  to  cruifh  any  attempts df 
abtili'of  auttiority,  to  call  bad  Minifters  to  a  fe    sre  acc^iiirtt 
and  to  addrefs  the  R^egeiit  to  remove  them  from  *  H'^:&umihi 
The  rjght  honourable  gent\eTO:i.\  \\^A  mote '     in  once^  Wwi- 
toiJy  i ttacfeed  tliut  fide  oC  tW  V\  ci^fe,  i^^  cqwc,  s\\\^>  yto? 
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Aft]!;.     At' tor  hlmklf^  (Mr.  Slieridan  aded)  lie  made 
sr^ple  to  declare,  fhat  he  thought  it  the  ^ory  and  ho- 
X3f  bis  life  to  belong  to  that  party,     tievho  knew  the 
ifiderof  tliAt  party, ii:uevv  that  it  was  an  honur  which  any 
might  covet.     Was  it  a  difgrace  to  ha^  been  formed 
r  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  uiidenis  banners  to 
combated  on  behalf  of  the  i  eqdo  with  Iccefs  ?  W'^as  it 
{race  to  beconne£led  with  the  Duke  of  Bitiand,  a  no- 
;|n  who,  fwayed  by  no  mean  motives  of  itcreil,  nor  in- 
eed  by  any  ambitious  defigns  to  grafp  at  pwer,  nor  with 
w  to  any  other  purpofc  than  :hri  welfare  f  the  country, 
ated  his   mornings  unretnirtingly   to  th  promotion  of 
Hiblic    good?  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked, :hat  he  cotjid 
pilvert  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Dr.  Fox)  with- 
deciaring  that  it   was  the  charai^eriAi  diilinflion  of 
leart  to  compel   the  motl  fuhn.iiiive  de3tioQ  of  mind 
ififi^ioH  from  all  thofe  who  awv.e  uaderhe  obfervation 
and  force  them  by  the  moll  powerfuhnd  amiable  of 
^ence,  to  become  the  in&.oarable  afTocU'S  of  his  for* 
,.    With  relpedl  to  his  talents,  he  wod  not  ipeak  of 
I ;  they  would  derive  no  fupnort  from^ny   man's  at- 
cioi),  oor  from  the  moft  fanguine  panegric  of  the  moft 
litejied  of  his  friciids.     This  much  heould  only  ob- 
,  whh   regard  to  the  abilities  of  his  ^ht  honourable 
i,  that  it  was  the  utmoft  effort  of  another  man*s  ta- 
^and  the  heft  proof  of  their  exiilencc,  lat  he  was  able 
idisrftand  the  extent,  anH  comprehend  t  liiperiority,  of 
of  his  right  honourable  friend.    4 1  w  the  pride  and 
of  his  life  to  enjoy  the  happinefs  an  honour  of  his 
Wiip  ;  and  he  defired  to  be  told  whusr  the  Duke  of 
and  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  the  Icils  wory  of  the  confi- 
:  of  their  country,  or  more  unlit  to  home  Minifters, 
ifc  aii;irrogant  individual  chofe  prcfuiituoufly  to  load 
with  calumny.  Were  he  an  independ^  man,  flanding 
from  party,  and  wholly  unconnedled  itii  it,  he  could 
k'ith  patience  hear  the  right  honourabtjentleman's  in- 
Ig  hrtguage;  but  as  a  party  man,  boahg  himfelf  to  be 
joay-dul  the^right  honourable  gent lemamagine  that  he 
d  receive  his  reflections,  but  with  ihatcorn  and  diiilnin 
fi  became  a  nun  confcious    of  the  wth  and  value  of 
with    whom  he  was  connedled  ?  Hauft  i  eg  leave  to 
id  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thnafter  this  confe- 
3fj  whom  he  had  fo  grofHy  culunmed,  had   among 
of  their  .iniquitous  proceedings,  paflttheir  India  Bill, 
ifter  they  had  formed  their  coal  it  io  that   right    ho- 
ible  gentleman  was  ready  enough  to  ivc  joined  t\ieir 
deracy  ;  and  a  treaty,  as  the  Houfj^ell    knew,   bad 
tbca  £st  on  foot,  but  the  negociaii  vi^^  t\oX.  \\v^w 
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cofiduid^  fc  JcdOTC*,  that  ^^  ^^***^ 

right'  hononiiWe  gentleman' was' in       «»';'  -H^ 

injufc  him  fo^uch  a«  to  believe  hlfti  to  be  WlAii 

Inc£a1ked  oftfc  damages  to  be  dre^ed  from  the  e 

ef  t|ie  Rc-genCas  to  the  ab'iife  of  the  exercife  of 

rf  crcatin'g  P'^s:     Mr;  Sheridih  commented  otl. 

cellorPitr s  ai^umciitj  on  the  fubje<^t  of  creating 

fcciared  that  k  had  never  before  heard  t^iat  th^ 

df'thecouhlryhad  fwelled  to  fuch  a  pitth,  that  i 

bacamc  neccfllur  toadd  to  the  number  of  the  P 

tfeat  anotber-rrfon  was  the  prevention  of  a  fadi 

Honfc  of  Lors,  againft  the  Crdwni     The  rigl 

^}h   geatlemai  bad  made  no  lefs  than  ft>rty-e 

during  the  fivc^ears  of  his  adminiftration  ;^and 

IKver  heard' ofiny  faftion  having  been  likely  % 

tnthat  branch  f  the  Legiflatwe.     Mr.  Sheridi 

j^tarked^^  that  h could  not  liflen  in  {ilence  to  t3 

jfcfire:  of  the  rigt  honourable  gentleman  to  have 

^isfa  tcft  of  his  iture  condufi^  and  not  as   a*  pro 

LiSecbraiticnk  thahe  would  not  oppofe  the  meafi 

liicceilbrs  in  ofle.    Upon  this  occafidti,  he  trul 

fibufe  would  rtlofe  fight  of  the  manner  in  whi 

.|n|dbeenworde4  namely,  that  theYfght  hohbur 

^'Aiao  would  nolppoife  any  juft  dr  good  meafure^ 

?  liiiipiifiry^'whicfocafures  were? hereafter  to  be  dtfi 

dbdaration  callrtoliis  mind  a  fimitar  one  of  tl 

nourable  gen tlein  on  a  form<<r  occafion,  to  whk 

honourable  gortlm^  had  not  adhered.     He"5de 

ke  beliered  tbejght  honourable  gentleman  Wa 

hii  intenf  toni  tHgh  he  hadD6t  what  Dr.  WilKs  1 

that  he  poflcfleahe  gift  of  feeing  the  hearts^  b^ 

.men's  countenante.    He  reiflethbered  that  the  E> 

,  told  the  Commjefe,  «*  that  Wcould  thus  fete  tl 

^  any  roan,  whir  he  was  ficfc  or  not ;''  a  decblT 

'  h^d-appeared  pai  :uiarly- '  to  Kave  alarmed  the  rij 

iiblegcntleman;iet,puttirt^g  all  this  out  of  the 

was  not  parliaof  itajryi  to  truft  to  any  gentlen 

fioftj,  efpecially  here  tb^  grounds  of  faithfully 

•tbofe  profeflioni  Iras  expreflly  left  hf^rrafrer  to' 

He  reprobated  -i  t  idea  of  nsferving  the  patro* 

Royal  hobfefaoUpnd  mcntiorted  the  right  hone 

tieman's  having  ttbfged  liis  TigSthonourablefri 

on*  a  forhier  tDcffion'he  quitted  office)  with 

a  fortrefs  betnoAlRl;-  •Tbechat|;e  was  true  ; 

"that  his  right  lolw*te  friend  had  done  fo,  bdl 

coarf^  cluafy  wltiiiivbfe  hndtuilt  his  plan  ' 

and  retfred  witllMr'ir\et\^^)  'wVw   fex^-A  ^\ 

tbcogh  their  fer^vf^  VisA  betn  V^tVj^  t^wxm^t:^^ 
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)KH|ourabIe  gentieman  over  the  way ;  like  i  more  crafty 
!)»■  he  hsd  collected  his  niutcrials  with  grGter  caution> 
fpoijced  them  up  with  abundantly  more  ^t.  Perhaps 
4'jtaken  the  advice  of  the  noble  ])uke,  fanous  for  for- 
tion,  and  with  the  aid  of  ihat  able  cnginer,  had  pro- 
9.  corps  of  koyal  military  artificers,  anl  thrown  up 
:^nable  ramparts   to  fecure  himfdf  and  lis   garnfon. 

I  this  occafion,  the  King's  arms  doubtlefs  nigtu  be  leen 
r  a$  a  banner  on  the  to;)  of  thi-  fortrefs,  and  powerful, 
d,  niuil  i)rove  trie  etteft  of  the  right  honcurable  gon- 
lh's  thun<ler.i.g  eloqience  from  witbout,  and  tlie  fup- 
of  the  Royal  artificers  from  witljin>  agalnft  his  politi- 
Iverfaries.  Mr.  Sheridan  reprobated  the  perfofi,  who- 
it  might  be,  that  l.i.  advifed  Her  Majefty  to  lend  hat 
\  to  fuch  a  propofition  as  that  which  was  then  made  to 
Committee,  snnl  cleclareJ  tlut  were  the  one  ground  of 
cion  of  the  bat;  advilers  of  the  Regent  to  he  taken  away, 
right  honourable  gentleman  could  not  be  fiiid  to  liave 
iced  a  ilogle  argument  in  fuppoit  of  his  fvftem.  He 
iJbed  tvz  power  that  the  Ex-minilter  would  derive  from 
ning  the  patronage  of  the  King's  houfehold,  and  con- 
?^,  that  the  pretext,  that  His  MajcHy's  feelings  would  be 
1^x1,  when  he  recovered  and  found  his  houfehold  changed, 
ridiculous,  i'he  bad  advifers  of  che  Kegent  were  to  be 
red  the  power  of  making  war,  peace,  treaties,  and  the 
life  of  various  other  important  authorities.  To  talk, 
sore,  of  His  Mrjefly's  feelings,  when  he  fliould  recover 
and  his  houfehold  changed,  was  to  fuppofe  that  he  would 
fn  fhocked  to  learn,  that  the  conftituticn  of  his  country 
rhanged,  part  of  his  dominions  ceded  to  foreign  potentates, 
other  efiential  ar.d  important  calamities  and  dilgraces 
led  on  his  couiury,  which  was  like  a  man,  wliO  having 

entrufcd  with  the  manfion  howie  of  a  perion,  during 
ucapacity,  to  take  care  of,  fliouId  fufFer  it  to  go  to  ruin, 
the  winds  of  heaven  to  blow  through  ahnoft  every  par: 
:,  the  enclofures  to  be  broken  down,  the  flocks  of  flieep 
e  fhorn,  and  expofed  to  the  ftorms,  and  'A\  loft  to  ruin 
decay,  except  a  few  looking-glafTes,  and  old  worthlefs 
[umber,  that  were  locked  up  in  an  old-fa(hioned  draw- 
-Qom.    Mr,  Sheridan  reprefented  'he  F.x-miniftpr  coming 

II  to  the  Houfe  in  fiate,  with  the  cap  of  liberty  on  the  end 
white  (laiF,  a  retinue  of  black  and  white  flicks  attending 

and  an  army  of  beefeaters  (whom  the  ^Jafter  of  the 
(e,  the  Lord  Steward,  and  Lord  Chambsrlain,  were  to  b:: 
Coved  in  marfhalling)  to  clear  his  way  through  the  loh- 

He  faid,  that  he  had  lately  heard  much  of  the  political 
pity  of  a. King,  but  had  never  heard  that  th^^,  \^ollu^i.l 
hitf  of  SL  Lordoftbs  Bedchamber:  was  ^o  mW^^ralvivv 
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^oatieftied  wth  hit  bo^  na        ,  if         (bmier  ivctt 

extin&i  tbe  faitiereouB  not  r    be  fomif 

^hen  Hii  Mijeft  j  ihoold  recorer,  _r  ^A}m  heufa^ 

hcid  officers.  He  obftrrcd,  thtr  MtnTfters  were  idxtom  of 
making  rt  a  condition  with  the  Regent  that  tliey  werr  to 
have  no  clain  upon  him»  (ffovided  the  red  hook  mivaint?^  n 
it  ftood  at  prefent;  let  the  Court  KaJendar  connnuo  nirat 
tcred»  and  tVe Prince  of  WaW  might  be  Regrnt.  Mr*  Sbe^ 
fidan  again  Idverted  to  what  he  flileU  the  MhiiAcr^  pn- 
tended  regaided  for  His  Ms^efty^s  fe^lmgs,  stid  afked  tht 
light  honourable  gentleman  whether  he  thoug^ht  His  MijeAf 
woold  not  be  hurt,  when,  upon  hU  rettirnmg  reafcm^  m 
fliould  knoiir  in  what  manner  his  fens,  the  Heir  A|  ' 
and  the  Tk^  of  York,  as  well  as  the  other  Royal 
had  been  treated  hj  Minjfiert,  during  his  Htnefs,  elpt^ 
Ctally  after  the  gracious  declarations  which  they  had  a!l  I 
of  in  another  place.  He  obfenreil,  that  the  right  hoi 
able  gentleman  had  admitted  the  reftrlAions  to  he  eviU« 
haddifcafled  them  chiefly  on  tbe  grounds  of  expftdiejicy  ; 
combated  them  on  that  ground^-and  declared  that  he  fi 
admitted  the  dodrine  of  the  hwyersj  that  rfie  poUtica^ 
pacityof,the  Monarch  was  whole  and  emire,  but  that  faf 
muft  contend  they  were  ading  in  direct  oppoOtioo  to  titfl 
principle,  and  to  what  had  onginaljy  made  it  a  principle  in 
oar  Conflitution*  He  faid  that  he  had  nooccalion  to  redsm 
tipofl  (he  queftion,  it  was  enough  cd  fiate  his  sfgutDeottt 
they  were  fo  evident,  that  they  needed  anly  to  be  heaM 
to  be  admitted  as  if  they  bad  been  proved*  After  a  mM, 
variiity  of  larcafms,  and  ihrewd  obiervations,  Mr,  Shcn* 
dan  concluded  with  declaring,  that  when  tt  ihould  bi 
known  by  the  Public,  that  the  motive  for  fuch  reflriflioiii 
was  no  other,thanbecanfe  the  Prince  was  going  to  taheiiiM 
his  fcrvice  a  different  fet  of  men  from  thofe  now  in  o£^ 
they  wotald  defpife  and  detdl  thecunning  and  tbe  craft  fcoa 
whence  fo  wretched  a  proceeding  had  originated. 
7h€  Mr.  GrenvilU  (the  Sf  EAKSR)  rofe  next,  and  fald  :  I  hxH 

Spctkcf.  jj^j  hitherto  troiibled  the  Hbufe  in  any  of  the  debates  roi»* 
ne£led  with  this  important  fubjeft'  And  certainly^  if  tb'i 
were  any  comtnpn  queftion,  arifing  in  tbe  ufual  c<mii^d 
Govetnment,  or  rehtin^  to  the  ordinary  and  aciruiloiiiil 
hudnefsK^  Parliament,  i  fliould  have  felt,  that  under  r1« 
circumftances  of  that  £tQatton  to  which  the  partial  if  t  of  41 
Houfe  has  fo  recently  called  me,  ic  would  have  been  pwfS 
for  me,  however  dacldfid  my  opinion  might  be,  ratho-  in 
content  nkyfelf  with  giving  a  fijent  vote,  t  \  To  obtmdi 
mjrielf  at  this  time  upon  the  attention  of  t  \  ommittee." 
But  J  could  not  avoid  feciing^  tWt  \\\^  ^  ^  ^t  the  pndMft 
dilcu&on  is  widely  diflhwfvx  feom^^^ofe  ^^ys^  V^SS^^ 
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hsaawfc*  ftmii        common  occurrence,  but  from  a  fitnation 
MJfiful'amt-cai  tuft  in  itfelf,  and  which  is  rendered  mor* 

MBteMsftomtneCfrcomflancftof  its  being  nearly  unprece^ 
lMfSttlniH)ie''brAory  of  our  country.  It  relates  to  no  ordi- 
ffftyrhodfiehj  but  to  the  exercife  of  the  moft  important  right 
aM&  af  raftBritift  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  difcharge  of 
AfacoBPoft  facrod  truft  that  can  be  delegated  even  to  the  re^ 
pnrfbataiires  «yf  this  great  and  free  people.  Our  decifioti 
lifHp  fiff  ZttToWes  every  confiderat ion  that  is  moft  interefting 
ibymA"faciing8.  as  honeft  and  confcientious  men,  the  pre- 
ii|liii|im[iiiiir  and  good  government  of  our  country,  the  fe- 
F»f  [jy  mr  thr  rnntinmnrr  of  thcfe  blcifings  to  ourfelves, 
tfMinriw|kefenration  of  the  deareft  rights  and  interefts  of  our 
^  fiij*'  Under  thefe  circureftances,  the  more  1  have  con- 
d  lids fubjeA,.  and  the  more  the  delays  uhich  have  re* 
occurred,  have  given  me  an  ojvporlunity  of  revolving 
lr#Mr  and  over  again,  anscioufly  and  frarfiiliy  in  my  mind, 
Avmoic  jam  convinced  that  this  is  an  cccafion  which  calls 
frr  the  SiTOwal  of  every  man's  opinion:  am]  that  with  refpedt 
Mmyfelf  individually,  the  fit  uat  ion  in -which  the  Houfe  has 
imjfc  ine  the  honour  to  pla'  e  me,  as  it  has  not  cirprived  me  of 
th^  right,  cannot  therefore  have  difcharged  me  from  the  duty 
di^iisrering  my  fentiments  in  thi:»  Committee,  and  upon  this 

xKl'fliall,  therefore,  not  trouble  you  with  any  farther  pre- 
%aMf  *bvit  proceed  to  flate  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  with 
iilptdl  to  the  refolutions  now  propofid,  and  to  f^x plain  tlie 
pcincipies  from  which  that  opinion  is  derived,  and  the  argu* 
•■itati^on  which  it  refVs. 

*^Iit  all  our  deliberations  on  this  fuhjed,  the  firft  ground 

fffifUbundation  to  be  eftablifhed  is,  the  nature  of  our  piel'ent 

itnation;  as  itrefults  from  that  calamity,  from  which  aIon« 

tho  faeceffity  of  thcfe  proceedings  lias  arifen.     It  is  unnecef- 

dbticy  for  that  purpofc  to  recapitulate  the   particulars  which 

.have  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  our  inquiries.     The  recital 

^wonld,  I  am  fure,  be  painful,  not  to  my  own  feelings  only, 

hot  alfo  to  the  f5?elings  of  thofe  to  whom  I  fpeak.     It  is  fuf- 

fidcnt  to  fay,  that  the  refult  of  thofe  inquiries   appears  to 

Itaive  eftablilhed  three  propofitions.     Firft,  the  a<5lual  inabi* 

lity/of  His  Majefty  to  attend  to  the  difcharge  of  the  feveral 

duties  of  his  exalted  ftation.     Secondly,  the  probability  of 

Ks  Majefty's  recovery;    and  thirdly,  the  hope  that  this 

•vent}  to  which  we  all  look  with  earned  and  anxious  expec* 

Ution,  is  near  at  hand,  and  tliat  His  Majefty's  diforder  may 

,^  ftobably  not  l>e  of  long  duration.     The  two  firft  of  thefe 

^  fiopofitions  are  eftabliihed  by    the  direS  and  concurrent 

^  tdKaiQny  given  by  all  the  phyficians^  as  often  ;is  iVxe'^  \v3LVt. 

t^en  examined.     With  refpeA  to  the  ihiii*  w«i  \vvie>  \tv- 
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deed,  no  fuch  diredt  evidence,  becaufe  thefeg«ntl|BiM^lK(iiff 
felt  a  natural  reludlance  to  commit  their  charaders  bji  im 
precife  opinion  on  fuch  a  point*  But  they  haveftatedtpiu 
fa£ts,  from  which  we  are  enabled  to  draw  the  fame  co^j 
clufion  with  refpeS  to  the  third  queftion,  which  they  b^yc 
themfejves  eAabliilied,  as  refulting  from  finiilar  preiaijiii 
V^ith  refpedl  to  the  fecond.  They  have  toW  us,  that  (to 
greater  number  of  perfons  afflid^ed  with  this  malady  |iav0% 
covered)  and  that  they  conclude  from  thence,  that  tliQ  p^  V 
hability  is  in  favour  of  His  Majefty's  recovery.  Tbe7..Ildf  j 
alfo  told  us,  that  the  greater  number  have  recoveredvMhp  I 
a  fliort  period,  and  that  there  are  no  particular  iymptQPil|JB  | 
His  Majefty's  cafe  which  indicate  a  longer  continaanQi  j|tf 
his  diforder.  Applying,  therefore,  thefefa<S^s,  as  ftatojjto 
themfelves,  to  their  own  mode  of  reafonihg  upon,  tbeuiii'Jf 
are  certainly  warranted  in  drawing  the  fame  conclufjoivAi 
although  the  time  of  the  recovery,  as  well  as  the  reooioqf 
itfelf,  is  in  the  hands  of  God  alone,  yet,  that  as  &r.a^  hjr 
man  experience  has  enabled  us  to  judge,  the  duration  o$|^ 
calamity  will  probably  not  be  extended  to  any  diftflOt>|f- 
xiod.  ..^.n 

In  this  fituation  we  have  thought  it  necefEury,  in  Ijiew 
inflance,  to  make  an  authentic  and  formal  declaratiot|  «£ql 
circumftance  of  His  Majefty's  prefent  inability  to  atteni>|9 
public  bufinefs.  The  next  queflion  which  would  naltaifD]f 
arifc  in  the  mind  of  every  man,  was  this :  whether  any  gBtr 
vifion  hal  been  made  by  the  laws  of  our  country  for  tmfifB 
of  fuch  inability ;  or  it  notj  in  whom,  by  the  fpirit  aodf^ 
ciplesof  the  Conftitution,  the  power  was  vefted  of  profijfiif 
for  this  new  and  unforefeen  emergency?  On  this  pcuntf  ^i 
wifdom  of  Parliament  has  alfo  fpoken»  It  is  therefore  «b- 
necefTary  now  to  refer  to  any  former  difcuflions  in  which  it 
may  have  been  involved ;  and  certainly  no  argument  of  miofi' 
.can  add  weight  to  the  joint  refolutions  of  the  Lords  pi 
Commons  of  (ireat  Britain  on  fuch  a  queflion.  fiu^rlB 
fpeaking  for  the  firft  time  upon  thiK  fubjed,  I  feel  tttfSid' 
bound  to  dechire,  that  1  fubfcribe  to  thofe  refolution%i  Mt 
.only  with  the  fubmiflion  which  is  due  to  an  authoritati^  d^ 
cifion,  but  alfo  with  the  moft  unquali&ed  aflcnt^  withds 
rooft  entire  and  perfeS  conviflion.  I  conceive  it  tp.btl^ 
among  the£^ft  principles  of  the  Britiih  Conftitution,  that|»lj 
rights  can  be  claimed  or  exercifed  as  againft  the  Peo]Jtb)fli^ 
cept  thofe  only  which  have  been  given  by  known  luidff 
fitive  laws  appearing  on  the  face  of  our  ftatutfrlbpAf* 
proved  by  im,memorial  and  uninterrupted  ufage;  and  jif^ 
whatever  power  or  authority  has  not  been  fp  confonedi^ 
reHdes  with  the  Peo\^\e  at  Utg^  xo  b^  «ercifc4  by  d^ 
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thfODgh  the  channel  of  their  h\vful>  fvill,  and  free  repre- 
Jbitatites. 

'  Thcfc  preliminaries  being  thus  eftabliflied,  the  nature  of 
our  fituation  clearly  afcertained,  and  our  right  and  duty  to 
jtrovide  for  this  occafion  examined  and  aflerted,  with  the 
general  concurrence  and  approbation  of  our  country,  it  low 
feir.ains  for  us  to  enter  upon  the  difcharge  of  this  great  ;;p.d 
important  tmft*  There  is,  neverthelcfs,  onequefticn  which 
nay  ftill  arife,  and  which  however  it  may  appear  to  be  pre- 
dnded  by  the  r^folutions  to  which  we  have  already  agieed, 
(fees  yet,  in  one  view  of  the  fubjcdl,  come  under  our  con- 
fid^ration  this  day,  as  a  point  entire  and  untouched.  It  is 
tfiow  declared,  that  this  and  the  other  Houfe  are  alone  to 
^ffOiridc  for  any  emergency  of  this  nature,  and  are  to  make 
IVich  provifion  for  it  as  the  exigency  of  tha  cafe  itfelf  fhall 
ii^^^r  to  us  to  require.  Are  we  then  left  at  hberty  in  this 
^Jtiticuhu' cafe  to  a£l  according  to  our  own  free  di fere t ion, 
idlwring  only  to  the  rules  of  jullice,.  and  to  the  genr:  n!  prin- 
ii!$ples  of  the  Conftitution  ?  or  is  our  condufl  in  any  degree 
pi^fcribed,  reftrained,  or  limited,  by  the  pofitive  regulations 
of  any  exiAing  law  ?  An  idea  has  been  fuggefted  to  the  Puh^ 
Ite,  that  although  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  conflitute 
Aeonly  power  competent  to  aft  on  this  occafion,  yet  that 
^h6  fpbere  of  their  aft  ion  is  confined  within  a  very  narrow 
Ihuit*  That  they  can  lawfully  proceed  no  farther  than  to 
badl  ibrae  perfon  to  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority,  and 
Wat  whatever  other  provilions  the  exifting  circumllances 
feay  require,  muft  be  made  hereafter  with  the  confent  of 
flich  perfon  then  reprefenting  tfie  Sovereign,  and  exercifing, 
dc  his  own  diicretion,  the  legiflative  iundions  of  the 
Grown. 

In  fupport  of  this  propofition,  the  ftatute  of  the  13th  of 
Charles  il*  cap.  i.  has  been  quoted,  by  which  it  isenafled, 
that  any  perfon  who  maintains  that  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament have  any  legiflative  authority  without  the  King, 
ftall  incur  all  the  penalties  of  a  premunire.  This  aft  has 
h(en  much  referred  to  on  the  prefent  occafion,  both  as  de-  **" 
ilaratory  of  the  ancient  Conftitution,  and  as  a  law  ftill  in 
Force,  and  cpnfequently  binding  upon  our  condu£l.  It  is 
therefore  material  to  confuler  it  with  attention,  hecaufe  if 
%s  operation  be  really  foch  as  has  been  ftated,  every  difcuflion 
3f  reftriflions  or  limitations  is  in  the  pr^^fent  moment-  pre- 
nature,  and  may  hereafter  become  ulelefs  and  nugatory. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  fcruple  to  confefs,  that  I  am 
lot  at  all  moved  by  the  authority  of  this  ftatute,  which  [ 
ronfider  as  wholly  inapplicable  to  our  prefent  ftruation.  No 
me  can  doubt,  that  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Governttveut^ 
t^pjprinciplc  of  that  Si6t  h  binding  upoi\  ms,  ?ls  \\\^  n^k"^ 

F  f  2  ioNXtA^Xvi^ 


220  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1789. 

foundation  and  corner- ftone  of  th)e  firlti(h  Cenftitution. 
When  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms  is  full,  and  when  the 
King  is  perfonally  capable  of  difcharging  the  duties  of  his 
Aation,  his  exprefs  concurrence  is  unqueftionably  nocdlarf 
to  everv  aft  of  iegiflative  power.  But  on  fuch  anjocoifion 
as  the  prefent,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  very  fame  neccffity 
by  which  we  are  compelled  to  a£l  at  all,  extends  itfe]f  (o  the 
manner  in  which  we  are  to  a£l,  iuperfeding  both  the  letter 
of  this  {latute,  and  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded. 

I  certainly  had  the  honour  to  concur  entirely^  not  only 
with  the  grneral  principle  on  which  we  have  aflerted  tbe 
right  of  thj  two  Houfes  to  provide  for  this  emergency^  but 
alfo  with  the  grouniils  on  which  we  refolved  that   the  prayer, 
mode  of  making  fuch  proviflon  would  be,  by   detecmmiilg 
on  the  means  by  which  the  Royal  aflent  may  be  ffivenjn 
Parliament  to  a  bill  for  eftabliftiing  the  Regency,     in  enff 
jlep  which  we  take  under  our  prefent  circumftances,  iti%ia 
my  opinion,  extremely  material,  that  we  ihould  adliere^  fli 
far  as  pofTible,  to  the  eilabli Hied  forms  of  that  Conftitutioiii 
the  very  forms  of  which  are  dear  to  the  hearts  of  EngUfli- 
men.     And  in  this  particular  inilancc,  I  conceive  thatijifi 
fignification  of  the  Rcyal  aflent,  by  the  great  feal,  that  to* 
gan  through  which  the  authority   of  the  Crown   fpeaks  in 
the  mofl  folemn  and  authentic  manner,  is  not  a  point  irf 
form  only,  but  follows  as  a  ne.cflary  confequence  from  fcflM 
of  the  moft  important  principles  of  the  Conftitution^  wliicfa 
could  not  be  negledied  without  great  and   m an ifeft  danger. 
But  looking  to  the  fubilance  of  the  duty  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  perfcrm,  I  can  have  no  difficulty  to  declare 
explicitly,  that  in  providing  for  this  emergency,  i  conceive 
^that  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  mull   in  reality  afi  ini 
Iegiflative  capacity,  in  fo  far,  and  fo  far  only,,  as  the  necefttj 
of  the  cafe  requires:  that  it  would  be  idle  and  nugatory  for 
us,  in  the  fltuation  in  which  we  now  fland,  to  be  a^'raid  of 
words,  or  not  to  look  to  the  true  fenfe  and  meaning  of  thob 
meafores  which  we  are  obliged  to  take;  and  that  no  diftioc? 
tion  can  on  any  juft  principle  be  maintained  between  afls  of 
Legiflation,  properly  fo  called,  and  thofe  proceedings  which 
have  always  been  adopted,  in  cafes  of  a  neccffity  at.  all  fimi* 
lar  to  the  prefent. 

If,  indeed,  there  were  any  force  i  1  the  obje£lion  which 
has  thus  been  raifed,  it  muft:  apply  equally  to  every  ftep.  that 
can  be  taken,  and  the  only  inference  that  could  be  draw 
from  it,  would  be,  that  we  were  now  in  a  lituation  for  which 
no  remedy  could  by  any  poffibility  be  provided.  We  haw 
already  declared,  that  we  acknowledge  no  right  exifting  in 
any  perfon,  however  exalted  his  rank  may  lie,  to  aiSl  ip  tbii 
i/i/iancc  on  the  Kins^s  behail?^  e'w^^V^  v,u^w  \>cvft  V3?^^\^q{ 
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Pftrlianient.     And  if  it  be  true,  that  no  aiSl,  which  is  fuh- 
ftantially  sind  really  of  a  legiilative  nature,  can  be  perform- 
ed, even  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  the  prefent,  by  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  alone,  it    is   impofllble  that   we 
pui  cure  this  defedl  by   appointing  fome   p;  rfon,  who,  de- 
riving his  authority  from  us,  fliali  excicH'e  the  Royal  fur.c- 
^  tions  in  the  place  of  the  Sovereign.     For  whatever  forni  *« 
may  adopt,  would  it  not,  in  truth,  he  diredily  ruid  plain!/ 
an  a&  of  iegillation,  to  declare  that  th.e  force  of  laws  ihall 
benceforth  be  given,  and    the   obedience  of  the    fnbj.  6k  \rt 
fluly  paid,  not  to  afts  of  Parliament  pniff^d  by  Kiiig,  Lords 
and  Commons,  hut  to  bills  pafied  by  the  two  Houfes,  and 
9ii&ntcd  to  by  a  Regent,  having  no  authority  to  give   fucU 
aflent,  except  what  he  derives  from  our  proceedings?  In  any 
cafe,  therefore,  this  llatute,  if  it  appiiei  at  all  to  theprefent 
i  CJrcuinfianccs,  muft  prevent  the  poAibility  of  any  legal  pro- 
^ifion  being  made  for  this  fituation.      Whether  we  attempt^ 
.  by  one  aft  of  legillation,  to  provide  for  this  emergency  by 
.  Qurfelves,  without  the  perfonal  intei  vention  of  the  Sovereign, 
pr  whether  by  another  aift  of  legillation,  we  authorize  foine 
prrfon  to  fupply  the  place  of  the   King,  and  to  pioceed,  in 
concurrence  with  us,  the  fiatute  is  equally  oppoi'ed  as  a  bar 
to  our  proceedings,  and  no  alternative  remains,  but  tluit  of 
an  immediate  and  totatdiiTolution  of  the  Ciovernment. 
-    On  this  ground  alone  I  fhould  contend,  that  fuch  a  prin- 
ciple of  law  cannot  exift  as  applicable  to  thefe  circumllan- 
ces.     And  I  fhould  urge,  in  fupport   of  tirH  pofition,  the 
opinions  of  thofe  writers  whofe  names  are  the  liril  in  legal 
weight  find  authority,  particularly  that  of  Sir  William  Black- 
ftone  ;  who  tells  us  exprelDy,  in  arguing  on  a  point  imme- 
diately coiinei^cd  with  this  fubjeft,  that  *^  the  neceility  of 
f^  the  cufe  fuperfedes  all  law." 

£ut  I  muft  alfo  beg  leave  to  defire  that  this  qnedion  may 
be  examined  upon  the  example  and  praflice  of  our  an- 
ceftors  in  two  diflinguiflied  inilances;  the  one  occurring  at 
the  very  period  of  paffing  this  ftatute  which  I  have  before 
referreo  to;  the  other  within  no  very  long  term  of  years 
fubfequent  to  it.  At  the  Reftoration,  the  tirll  ftep  which 
was  taken  for  recllabliihingtheBritiAiConflitution,  was  to 
declare,  by  a  folemn  refolution,  that  the  only  l(rga!  govern- 
ment of  thefe  kingdoms  refuled  in  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons.  Yet,  irpmediately  after  this  dtciaralion  had 
I)een.  made  by  both  Houfes,  and  after  they  h^d  n  ccgniled 
their  true  and  lawful  Sovereign,  they  proceeded  in  his  ab- 
sence to  the  exercife  of  feveral  funiSlions  both  of  legiflatlve 
gnd  of^  executive  government ;  not  certainly  as  intending  to 
fuperfede  the  authority  of  their  King,  whom  tU^^  Vv;^^  ^o 
fCfeijtJyifckjiowkdged;  but  beca\}fe  ihcy  Idt  \x.xVv€\t  5lv^x.^•k 
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both  to  him  and  to^their  country,  to  perform  whatetvi^  aftt 
were  neceffary  to  prepare  the  waj?  for  Iws  return.  Such  W 
theconduft  of  the  very  fame  Honfes  of  Parfiament,  whlij* 
within  a  few  months  afterwards,  pafied,  in  concurrence  vj^ 
the  King,  the  adl  in  queftion,  declaratory  of  a  principlii 
which  is  now  aUedged  as  precluding  us  from  the  firte  Ctuifr 
deration  of  the  meafures  neceffary  in  our  prefent  fttQatibrt» 
I  cannot  but  think  that  we  ftiall  heft  expound  this  law  ft/ 
adhering  to  the  conftruc^ion  of  thofe  Ky  whom  it  was 'made! 
and  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  exercife,  as  they  did,  our  ben 
difcretion  and  judgement  in  the  behalf  of  our  country,  undtf 
the  circumftances  ofa  neceflity,  at  leaft  as  ftrong^ais  ^|f{ 
under  which  they  adled.  ' '  ^''f 

At  the  memorable  sera  of  the  Reifolution,  this  ftattat^'iir|i 
ftil!  in  full  force  and  vigour,  not  confidered  as  aii  obfolm 
law,  but  as  one  pailed  not  many  years  before,  and  fouiiAed  M 
the  experience  of  misfortunes  ftill  frefh  ifi  the  T«c6Ue6lidii  tf 
the  nation.  But  if  the  Convention  Parliament  had  then  w 
mitted  its  operation,  as  apply iiig  to  thecircumftaticeiftindtf 
which  they  met,  it  muft  have  nopped  their  deliberaticftit  ill 
the  very  outfet,  and,  muft  haveraifed  an  infuperabfe^oblUdl 
to  thofe  meafures  to  which  alone  we  are  indebted  fot^Wi 
prefervation  of  our  rights.  Or  even  if  they  had  thiolAM 
themfclves  at  liberty  to  declare  the  forfeiture  of  ttehr-  Sew 
rei^  as  an  exifting  fadt,  arifing  from  no  aA  of  theJTrf,' 'Itf 
from  his  mifconduft,  let  it  be  confidered  what/ ub^fe 'tB 
letter  of  that  ftatute,  muft  have  been  their  fubfe^tretit  jStf 
ccedings.  They  muft  have  acknowledged  that  thetSitlWIi 
had  thereupon  immediately  defcended  to  the  next  heir  oFSMI 
James ;  and  that  without  the  fan6tion  and  concoirenc^  Vff 
their  new  Sovereign  no  meafure  could  legally  b6  tatdtK%V 
the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament.  Ihftead  of  thii,  thef ^'{kft 
themfelves  warranted  by  the  neceffity  of  thecafe,  firft  io'ii 
afide  the  abdicated  King ;  next,  to  difinherit  his  fon,  wW 
ther  real  or  pretended,  the  illegitimacy  of  whofe  birthy'bdK 
ever  ftrongly  aflerted,  had  not  only  not  been  proyedi  tfil 
was  not  even  inquired  into  by  them  ;  and  laftly,  in  ifce  fttf 
tleraent  of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  new^ oilier^ fdC^ 
eeffion,  difregarding  the  ft-ift  line  of  defcent,  iBVea'lHi  "Si 
perfons  of  the  two  next  Proteftant  hehs.  What^  il  jtfadM 
which  can  be  a  more  dire6t  or  manifeft  exercife  of  llmJDititi 
authority,  than  each  of  thefeifeveral  fteps }  The  trantUfidi 
by  kw  the  obedience  of  a  whole  people  from  fhe  Sove^li 
to  whom  they  had  fworn  allrgiance — the  fuperledioi^Dll 
immediate  heirs,  on  whom  the  right  to  that  allegiaAite  'tt^ 
/cended  according  to  the  fundamental  inftitutions  of  Hik 
monarchy — the  chang\ng  t\\e  e&2L\A\fti^&  otA^t  of  fdcceffiQl| 
'  to  the  Throne  in  the  exifting  cucxsitoScwvc^^— »il*ofc  » 
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polling  new  conditions  and  limitations  on  the  fubfequent  de- 
fcent  of  an  hereditary  crown.  This  whole  tranfudlion,  pro- 
duf^ive  of  fuch  happy  confequences,  appears  to  me  to  be 
Uiiqueftionably  not  only  an  siSt  of  legiflation,  but  an  sl&  of 
thehigheft  legiflative  authority.  Juftified  by  the  neceflity 
pf  the  times,  and  therefore  fupported  by  the  concurrence 
and  approbation  of  the  beil  an^l  wifeil  men,  to  whom  we 
owe  t  hie  prefer  vat  ion  of  our  liberties. 

It  appears,  i^srefore,  on  a  full  con fi deration  of  this  part 
of  t'it  /ubjeCV,  that  the  ftatute  in  queltion,  and  the  prin- 
cipic  which  it  dedares,  have  no  reference  to  an  occafion  like 
theprcf^int.  That  no  other  con fequence  could  refult  from 
them,  if  applied  to  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  but  an  immediate 
diflblution  of  the  whole  frame  of  governmenr,  and  that  for 
thisxeafon  they  were  not  confideied  as  obAacles  to  the  jiro- 
ceedings  of  Parliament,  either  at  tlie  Reftoration,  by  the 
\pcj  perfons  who  paiTed.the  law  iilelf,  or  at  the  Revolution, 
by  thofe  illuftrious  men,  who  then  placed  our  Conilitutioii 
on  thofe  foundations  on  which  ir  is  now  ellablifhed. 

Another  argument  h>s,  iiowevcr,  been  urged  again  ft  our 
pixceeding  to  provide  a  remedy  by  our  own  authority  to  ih^ 
whole  extent  of  what  theprefent  emergency  may  be  thought 
to  require,  .-n  apprehenfion  has  been  ftated,  that  fuch  a 
claim  might  be  extended  beyond  the  necefTity  of  our  fitu- 
atioD,  or  might  hereafter  be  ufed  againft  the  Sovereign  him- 
felf,  and  to  the  fubvcrfion  of  our  happy  Conftitution.  To 
this  it  might  be anfwered,  in  the  £rft  place,  that  no  juft  ar- 
gument can  be  drawn  from  the  pofTible  abufe  of  any  power, 
againft  the  right  to  ufe  it  in  a  regular  manner,  or  to  apply 
it  to  the  legitimate  purpofe  for  which  it  was  given.  Such  a 
mode  of  reafoning  would  go  at  once  tofap  the  foundation  of 
all  authority,  and  todeftroy  with  one  blow  all  the  moll  be- 
neficial inftitutions  of  human  wifdom.  A  tyrannical  King, 
and  a  corrupted  Parliament,  might  ufe  their  power  of  legifla- 
tion for  the  purpofe  of.  annihilating  every  trace  of  our  laws 
and  liberties;  But  fliall  we  therefore  fay,  that  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  Conftitution  the  power  of  legiflation  does  not  re  fide  in 
the  Kingj  It  ixis,  anci  Commons  ?  Or,  if  not,  how  is  it  more 
jfeafonabir  to  argue  againft  the  exiftcnce  of  a  right  in  tlie 
two  Houfes  to  5  rovide,  when  neceflity  require*  it,  for  the 
Jecurity  and  wei.aie  of  their  country,  becaufe  they  might, 
in  a  different  fituation,  a£t  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  thefe 
important  i'.iterefts  ^ 

There  is,  however,  another  anfwer  applying  more  imme- 
diately to  the  particular  queftion  which  we  are  now  difcuf- 
fing.  The  principle  which  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament 
maintain,  and  have  declared  by  their  joint  refolutions,  is 
this;  that  our  right  to  a£t  in  this  inftance  "wvjLit^v^-^w^t 
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capacity)  l)etng  created  by  the  neceffitv  of  thecal  aloae,  U 
alfo  limited  by  that  neceffity.  If  the  fame  neceflity-hergrftar 
arifesy  we  fliail  have  no  reafon  to  fear  any  evH  confequcnort 
from  the  exercife  of  the  fame  right,  Wbenerer  tit e  right  (hail 
be  clatmect,  without  the  exiftenceof  fuch  neceffity,  or  wfaoi- 
ever  its  exercife  (hall  be  prefled  beyond  the  occafion  wl|idl 
requires  it,  the  claim  will  not  only  be  unfnpported  by  Aefe 
proceedings,  but  will  he  in  dired  contradidiOn  to  the  efr 
prefs  principle  on  which  we  reft  our  conduA  Let  at  tbefef. 
fore  be  remembered,  in  difcaffing  this  queftion,  that  it  h 
not  by  adhering  to  the  line  which  we  have  Ud  down  &I. 
ourfeWe^,  that  we  ihail  give  juft  ground  for  fuch  appnbea^ 
lions  as  have  been  ftated ;  but  that  it  is  by  departing  fniqri!^ 
by  exceeding  the  limits  of  the  neceffity  which  citJtes^ 
right  to  aS,  and  by  conferring  powers  beyond  the  wariSHk 
of  that  occaiion,  by  which  alone  we  can  be  jnftificdwdd^ 
gating  to  anotlier  any  portion  of  the  conilitiitional  ft^ythml| 
of  the  Sovereign.  •  .y«"  > 

The  only  remaining  objefiion  to  the  prefent  prooee^iig|l 
of  the  two  Houfes  ariCes  from  comparing  there  wkktbBfpifr. 
ticular  meafures  adopted  at  the  periods  which  I  have  tftMfi^ 
mentioned;  and  from  fheiving  that  they  differ  fironi  tht% 
and  efpetially  in  thisrefpefi',  that  no  con£ deration  of.  HMP^- 
tations  or  reftriflions  on  the  Regal  power  wat  eaMM44ML 
by  Parliament,  previous  either  to  thereftpration-t>fClil|l|i. 
the  Second,  or  to  the  aA  which  placed  King  WiUiaqrair^ 
throne  of  Kngland.  it  feems  to  me  that  this  grixaf^idfygif 
giiment  is  entirely  removed  by  the  application  of  tKeftril^ 
ciple  which  I  have  juft  ftated,  and  which  is  efleotiat  to  MM^. 
part  of  this  iuhje£l.  1  he  feparate  interference  of  PlvitwQlMil 
in  thofe  cafes  could,  with  propriety^  be  carried  no^Simhit 
than  the  bounds  of  that  neceflity  in  which  it  originated  Jjidi 
whatever  difference  exifts  between  thofe  proeeedingsf^jliBil. 
our  prefent  meafures,  ariies  entirely  from  the  difl^reqt  fi^. 
cumiiances  for  which  we  arc  now  bound  to  provide. 

At  the  period  of  the  Reftoration,  die  neceflity  n^JuMF 
which  our  anceflors  adled,  required  no  more  than  thisooifiK 
that  they  iliould  acknowledge,  on  the  behalf  of  their  eolNpl* 
try,  the  juft  title  of  their  lawful  Sovereign,  and  ih^tdNKf 
fiiould  prepare  the  way  for  his  immediate  return,  tc^  lab; 
upon  him  the  adminiftration  and  government  of  iHB-tbilt 
doms.  Their  meafures  were  therefore  confined  tp  thofe -df- 
jefls,  to  provide  for  a  period  of  a  few  weeks  at  firtt^flft 
which  might  elapfe  before  the  arrival  of  their  Sovereign,  aqd 
to  remove  thofe  obftacles  to  his  return  which  had  been  creatqi 
by  the  preceding  iifurpation.  1  hey  might  naturally  fcdk 
that  it  would  afterwards  he  a  (vi  (\iV>\t^&  for  Parliamenl  f» 
roo£der  what  provifions  were  beft.  eu\cvx\^XftSk  Xa  t«GM&i«&^ 
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noonds  of  former  jealoufies  between  the  Sovereign  and  his 
People^  But  thefe  queftions  were  wifely  poftponed  till  after 
t^raftomtion  of  the  Monarchy  itfelf.  juflice  required  that 
the  King  (houid  be  replaced  in  the  full  polleffion  of  that  au- 
thority of  which  he  had  been  unlawfully  deprived;  and  every 
motive  of  found  policy  made  it  defirable,  that  the  re*^ftabli(h« 
OMnt  of  the  ancient  form  of  government  fhould  not  be  de- 
biy«d,  nor  the  favourable  moment  negk£^ed,  which,  if  it 
find  been  fofl^red  to  pafs  away,  might  perhaps  never  have 
EVturaed. 
■'  \S^  are  next  to  confider  what  was  the  fituation  and  con- 
IpBT^^Air&iiimt  at-  the  sera  of  the  Revolution.  And  it  is 
thusore  neceflary  to  do  this  with  accuracy,  becnufe  that  en- 
k*  wWch  every  Englifliman  fo  juftly  feels  at  the  recol- 
ijof  this  event,  appears  to  liave  induced  fome  confi- 
Wdraafening  men  to  wifh  that  we  fliould  not  only 
[  tlie  leading  principles  of  that  tranfa£lion-*principle8  to 
^i»civ'«pe  cannet  too  often  recur — but  that  we  fhould  'alfo 
adiltre  to  the  exaA  forms  of  thofe  proceedings  in  points  in 
friUfdk^they  appear  to  me  by  no  means  to  apply  to  the  cir* 
aHMAtM«  of  the  prefent  cafe.  With  this  view  it  has  been 
piPdpfvfcd  to  us,  not  as  a  duty  refulting  from  any  principle  of 
Izmi'  in  which  light  I  have  already  confidcred  it,  but  as  a 
poilM  of  expediency,  that  we  fliould  copy  the  precedent  of 
tlie|teVt>lution,  by  addrefTing  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take 
vipn  hira  the  Royal  authority;  and  that  we  ihould  then 
fMCeed,  with  bis  concurrence  and  afTent,  to  the  eilablifh* 
Mfit  of  fuch  limitations  as  the  circumftances  may  appear  to 
iMitK.  But  in  brder  to  fee  how  clearly  this  example  is  in- 
a|P^caMe  to  the  prefent  ca'e,  we  have  only  to  examine  what 
wall  the  nature  of  that  necefTity  under  which  our  anceftors 
irefie  eempelled  to  zSt  at  tfiat  memorable  period.  I'hey 
litre  to  fupply  the  vacancy  of  the  throne,  occafioned  by  the 
fiirfeitttreofa  Sovereign,  who  had  violated  the  fundamental 
laws,  and  had  labcui^  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  and  reli* 
gion  of  his  kingdoms.  They  were  to  provide  for  the  imme- 
diate adrainiftration  of  the  government  which  he  had  abdi- 
cated, and  which  would  otherwife  have  fallen  into  utter  and 
irretrievable  confufion.  But  they  had  another  and  a  more 
important  duty,  which  they  owed  to  themfelves  and  to  their 
llollerity,  and  in  the  difchnrge  of  which  they  hazarded  every 
cofifideration  of  perfonal  intereft,  and  perfonal  fafety.  The 
pfrefervation  of  our  laws,  religion,  and  liberties,  had  rendered 
ic  neoeflary  for  them  to  drive  their  Sovereign  into  exile.  A 
ftill  ftronger  neceffity  required  that  they  fliould  efFed^ually 
provide  ajainft  the  revival  of  that  inaufpicious  fyftem  which 
be  had  purfued ;  and  that  they  fhonld  eftablifh  their  new  go- 
vemraent  on  fach  a.  firm  and  folid  fouudaugn,  X,\\^xV\^tvx\^\ 
••   Vpz«  XXV*  G  g  lasN^TL 
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never  afcerwArds  he  in  a  (ituation  to  re-aflTume  his  aotborirf;, 
to  revenge  himfelf  on  thofe  who  had  flood  forvrard  to  oppofe 
his  tyranny,  and  to  feize  feme  more  favourahle  opportamlj 
fbrdeftioyiiig  the  conftitution  and  overthrowing  the  reli- 
gion of  the  country.  Under  fuch  circumftances  as  thefe, 
there  was  hut  one  ftep  that  could  he  taken  with  propriety  or 
fofety.  To  place  tlie  Crown  immediately,  with  all  its  full 
power,  prerogative?,  and  authority,  on  the  head  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  the  only  perfon  who  could,  f>y  the  wifdom  o( 
Iiis  councils,  and  the  vigour  of  his  arms,  defend  the  natioa 
i4gainft  any  attempts,  whether  originating  at  home  or  abroad, 
to  rcftore  the  former  Sovereign  to  the  e^tercife  of  aii  authority 
which  he  had  fo  juftly  forfeited. 

If  we  compare  thefe  t ran fa6l ions  with  our  prefcnt  fituatioirj 
we  /hall  fee  that  they  have  but  one  point  in  common ;  nam^ 
ly,  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  to  provide 
Jegiflatively  for  thofe  cafes  where  th€  concurn?nce  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  Legiflature  cannot  otherwife  be  ob- 
tained. ..But  that  with  refpedt  to  the  p:irtica]ar  circumftan- 
ces of  this  day,  the  neceflity  which  compels  us  to  atft,  and 
by  which  our  mode  of  adding  muft  be  regulated,  has  no  r** 
lation  to  that  which exifted  at  theReftoration^  and  In  in  every 
material  circumflance  oppofed  to  that  of  the  Revolutioii«^ 

The  duty  which  is  now  incumbent  upon  us  is  not^  aiin 
the  firft  cafe,  that  of  putting  a  King  into  the  immediate  pof- 
feflion  of  an  authority  which  has  devolved  upon  hitn  by  die 
courfe  of  inheritance,  and  the  limits  of  which  are  death 
afcertained  by  the  exifting  laws;  but  it  is  that  of  creating  a 
new  and  delegated  truf)^,  to  be  exercifed  for  a  teitiporaij 
purpofe,  and  to  be  vcftedin  an  office  unknown  to  the  cbnfti* 
tution  of  the  country. 

Nor  are  we,  as  in  the  other  cafe,  called ^pon  to  fupplyt 
vacan<^y  in  the  throne,  by  tlie  ek£lion  of  a  SbverQign,  or  to 
t>referve  our  laws  and  liberties,  by  placio^  the  fceptre  in  thdfe 
hands  moft  likely  toinaintain  it  againft  its  £>raier  poff^Rc. 
We  are  to  confider  by  what  perfon,  in  what  forhv.  and  wiA 
what  degrce^  of  authority,  it  may  be  proper  that  the  go¥Cf9* 
ment  of  this  Country  fl\ould  be  adpiiniftered,  during  thecbin- 
tinuance.  of  tlie  indifpofition  of  our  Sovereign,  and  hoir  it 
may  be  rcftored  to  him,  without  delay  or  difficulty,  iinmedi- 
ately  upon  the  happy  event  of  his  recovery.  In  del^Iberatiiig 
upon  this  fubjefl,  we  fhould  always  bear  in  mind^  tluif  tbe 
throne  is  not  -vacant,  but  full ;  that  it  is  filled  by  a  Monbtch 
whofc  virtues  have  juflly  endeared  him  to  his  people;  and 
whofe  fpeedy  reftoration  to  his  health  is  not  only  the  end  t* 
which  all  our  wifhcs  and  prayers  are  dire*aed,  btit  is  alfos^ 
objedl  of  rational  and  well-rounded  hope.  Inflead,  there*! 
/orCf  of  haftei\ing,  as  at  x\\%  lSwt^o\\xUoti^  to  create,  and  t^; 
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ftrengthen  si  power,  which  may  effectually  present  his  re- 
afluming  the  government,  we  are  bound,  by  every  confide- 
ration  of  allegiance  to  him,  and  of  concern  for  our  country, 
ko  adopt  a  line  precifely  the  reverfe  of  this.  We  are  hound 
toconfider  well  the  nature  of  our  fituation,  and  th^r  confe- 
qnences  of  our  conduft,  and  to  weigh  the  efTefls  of  every 
UTparate  ftep  we  take,  before  we  can  feel  oiirfelves  at  liberty 
to  give  into  other  hands  any  portion  of  the  fupreme  and  lb- 
.▼ereign  authority  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

It  iS|  indeed,  an  arduous  and  awful  duty  which  is  im- 
pofeli  upon  us  by  this  calamity.  The  gnardianfiiip  of  tlie 
r^hts  ciif  Our  Sovereign,  the  care  and  prelervation  ofhisjuft 
npppgativeS)  have,  under  the  affefting  circumftances  ot  the 
jprelent  moment,  devolved  upon  the  reprefentatives  of  his 
i^tthfol  people.  We  fhou Id  certainly  not  be  unmindful  of 
this  (acred,  truffi,  even  if  we  were  animated  only  by  our  feel- 
ij(igs,.tp wards' him,  to  whom  we  are  bound  not  only  by 
tbje  tiesof  duty  and  allegiance,  but  alfoby  thoC  of  national 
attachment  and  national  gratitude.  But  if  we  wanted  an  ad« 
ditional  inducement  to  the  difcharge  of  fuch  a  duty,  it  would 
Wife  from  this  confideration,  that  we  cannot  in  this  inflance 
|>e*wanting  to  our  Sovereign,  without  being  in  the  fame 
degree  wanting  to  the  moft  eflential  interefts  of  our  confti- 
tuents  and  our  country.  We  are  attached,  and  we  have  in- 
Jfinitc  reafon  to  be  fo,  to  that  part  of  the  Britiih  conftitution, 
by  which  the  Crown  of  thefe  kingdoms  is  declared  to  be  he- 
Teditary.  The  mifchiefs  of  a  contrary  form  of  government 
Jure  fo  univerfally  known  and  acknowledged,  that  it  would 
be  unpardonable  to  wafte  the  time  of  the  Committee,  by 
dwelling  on  fuch  a  topic.  But  let  it  he  remembered,  that 
every  argument  which  can  be  ufed  in  favour  of  hereditary 
monarchy,  applies  with  greater  f^ce  to  the  maintenance  of 
this  proposition,  which  is  effentially  a  part  of  the  fame  prin- 
ciple^ that  during  the  life  of  the  Sovereign  he  cannot,  ex- 
cept by  his  own  mifconduS,  be  diverted  of  his  conftitutional 
authority.  AU  the  confufion,  difcord,  and  anarchy,  which 
.arg  infeparable  from  the  inftitutions  of  an  eledlive  kingdom, 
would  unqueftionably  be  found  to  exift  in  a  ftill  greater  de- 
grecy  if  there  could  be  fuppofed  a  country  where  the  Sove- 
reign was  liable,  by  reafon  of  any  temporary  difahility,  to  he 
removed  from  his  exalted  fituation,  and  to  make  way  f(^r  the 
appointment  of  hi&fucceffor.  And  it  is  well  worthy  of  our 
■  confideration,  that  the  more  ftrongly  we  recogni/e  the  right 
of  inheritance  to  the  Crown  in  the  event  of  a  domife,  the 
snore  efi%ntial  it  becomes  to  guard,  with  the  utmoft  jealoufy, 
.  againft  the  admiffion  of  any  principle  which  leads  to  the  af  • 
fertion  of  fuch  a  right  when  there  is  no  dem\(e,  arv^  ^^A\tv^ 
$he  fldopiiop  of  any  mea fure  which  might  affoi^vVv^  tw*^\v^ 
G  g  2  ^ 
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of  fuperfeding  the  King's  authority  dunng  hit  life,  under 
the  name  and  influence  of  that  perlbn  on  whom  his  Crowa 
would  in  the  courfe  of  nature  legally  devolve. 

In  touching  upon  this  part  ot  the  fubjed):^  however 
ftrongly  I  may  feel  and  exprefs  the  necellity  of  providing 
the  fulleft  fecurity  for  the  permanent  authority  of  the  Kingi 
I  truft  1  (hall  not  be  confidered  as  cafting  any  imputation 
upon  the  charadler  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  ot 
Wales.  T  think  myfelf  bound  to  argue  this  quefiion  upon 
very  difierent  grounds.  If  there  be  any  one  circuipftance 
which  ferves  above  all  others  as  a  land-mark^  to  diAiMgaifiit 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  maintain,  the  boundaries  btCwecn  a 
free  and  an  arbitrary  government,  it  is  this;  that  in  defpo* 
\  tic  countries^  whatever  complaints  are  made  againft  exifting 
grievances^  whatever  precautions  are  fuggefted  againft  tfat 
repetition  of  former  evils,  whatever  fecuritiM  are  defired 
againft  the  farther  progrefs  of  oppreifion,  are€Gn(]dered  ai 
fo  many  peribnal  reflexions  on  the  charader  of  the  Princs^ 
in  whom  refides  the  whole  power  and  authority  of  ihc 
country.  In  thefe  kingdoms  we  have  eftablr&ed  it  as  a  priii* 
ciple  of  our  conftituticn,  that  the  firft  executive  Magiftiatl 
has  no  perfonal  fhare  in  the  mifcondu<5  of  his  government-* 
And  it  is  not  only  out  right  as  Engliftimen  to  difcufs  thde 
.  points  in  a  manner  diftintSl  from  any  confidAration  of  tlie 
charaSer  of  the  Sovereign,  but  as  Members  of  this  Hoofe 
it  is  made  our  duty  fo  to  do,  by  the  pofitive  laws  and  infli^ 
tutions  of  Parliament.  1  fliall,  therefore,  not  enter  hcrt 
into  any  panegyric  on  his  Ro\al  Highnefs,  becaufe  it  wooMl 
he  foreign  from  the  view  wliich  I  entertain  of  the  prefcsit 
fuhjc(3,  and  becaufe  I  think  that  in  this  Committee  it  wonU 
be  extremely  mifplaced.  I  muft,  on  the  other  hand,  dcGrt 
it  to  be  underftood,  that  the  danger  againft  which  I  thiiik  it  | 
necefiary  to  guard,  and.  the  precautions  which  IwiChtdbe.  ' 
adopted  for  that  purpofe,  have  no  perfonal  reference  to  hit  , 
Royal  Highnefs;  but  are  grounded  on  this  fuppofition,  oa  ■■ 
which  we  have  always  proceeded  with  refpe£k  to  our  Sof*- 
reigns  themfelves,  that  they  may  poflibly  be  mifled  by 
the  councils  of  men  who  may  abufc  their  confidence.  Awl 
I  am  fure  it  muft  be  felt,  that  unlefs  we  are  at  liberty  foto 
argue,  we  fhall  have  facrificed  to  empty  compliments  all  the 
moft  important  functions  of  Parliament,  both  now  aad 
hereafter. 

Thinking  it,  therefore,  unnecefTary  to  dwell  any  long^ 
on  this  point,  I  wifh   to  recal  the  attention  of  tnc  Coto* 

ttee  to  the  principle  which  I  have  already  ftated,— That 

tan  eflential  and  indifpenfable  part  of  our  duty,  in  tbe 
It  circumftanceS)  at  tVie  (an^  tVvax  >«^.^&aicA\(bL  \  {brm«f 
ent  capable  *o€  cot\4^\t\^  \\i*-)^\j>&\\cVixfi|iR&i^«^ 
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OMigy  and  tSsAf  to  provide  a  complete  and  ample  fecurity 
far  enabling  His  Majefty,  whenever  it  (hall  pleaie  God  to 
refiore  him  to  his  health,  to  re-aflume  the  exercile  of  his 
utiiority  fully,  freely,  and    without  en.barraffme-nt.     Our 
ancRfiors  have  a<^ed  on  the  ground  of  a  fnniUr  duty  in   the 
nfe  of  every  Regency  which  has  hir^ierto  exiflcrd  in  thi« 
tantry^  as  far  as  we  can  trace  theiB  with  any  degn^  of  ac- 
curacy, either  in  the  records  of  Parliament,  or  in  die  annals 
•f  oor  hiftory.  *  For,  if  we   except   the  two  initancetK  of 
lUdiard  the  Third,  and  of  the  Protedtor  Somerlet  (whidi 
ace  tMbfoch  evident  ufurpations  that  no  firefs  can  he  laid 
Apen  timn)f   it  will  be  found,  tha:   duricg  the  courfe  of 
many  centuries,  no  fubje£i  in  thefe  realms,  however  nearly 
9|Hiea  to  the  perfon  of  the  King,  has  been  permitted  in  any 
cafeof  inEincy,  or  difability,  to  exercife  the  whole  prero* 
gative  anU,  authority  of  the  Crown.     The  mode  of  refiric- 
iioa  hjS)  indeed,  for  the  mofl  part,  been  diii^rent  from  chat 
.which  IS  now  propofetl ;  but  the  principle  has  been  the  fame: 
diat  in  theeilahli/hment  of  a  Regeixy,  it  is  necefTary  not 
tolooke^^lufively  to  the  (Irength  and  efficacy  of  theinter* 
^IBCdiate  and  temporary  government,  but  to  confult  at  the 
iaooe  time,  the  permanent  interell  and  fecurity  of  the  King> 
iil:Xrhpfe  name  and  on  whole  beliiif  the  authority  fo  given 
is  .iiitendf?d  to  be  exercil?:il.     'Ihei-e   is  no   dillindlion    on 
■TJrfaieh  it  can  be  argued,  that  this  principle,  which  has  beeii 
.onifiDrmly  adoptetl  in  the  cafe  of  the  minmty  of  the  Sove- 
reign, is  lefs  aiiplicable  to  the  circumflances   under  which 
1^  are  now*  placed.     Perhaps  it  would  not  l>e  diXcult  to 
lAgn  fome  reafons  for  thinking  that  it  ap})Iks  wiih  much 
gt^cer  force  to  tlie  prefcnt  cale,  and  that  in  the  confidcra-» 
.tien  of  the  meafures  now  to  be  adopted,  it  might  witli  prot 
priety  be  carried  a  great  deal  farther  than   in  any  former 
inftance.     But  without  entering  into  this,  which  might  lea4 
19  an  onnecefTary  difcuffion,  it  is  fufficient  to  haveeliahlini- 
ti,  that  the  principle  of  limiting  the  power  of  a  Rege.icy» 
with  a  vi«w  to  the  future  fecurity  of  the  Sovereign,  has 
heen  felt  and  a<5ted  upon  in  every  cafe  which  has  li  it  her  to 
occurred,  and  is  almoft  co-eval  with  the  coniUtution  of  the 
monarchy  itfelf. 

•  I  have,  however,  already  admitted  that  the  mode  in  which 
ibis  has  Iieen  done,  has  ufually  been  diiFiTtnt  from  that 
which  is  now  propofed.  1  he  whole  powers  cftlieCiovvn 
have,  for  the  moft  part,  been  called  into  action,  alt!ioi:i;h 
J  believe  it  might  be  ftiewn  that  tJiis  has  not  always  b^u 
tlic  cafe  ;  but  they  have  not  been  given  to  any  one  fuhjeS  : 
they  have  been  divided  among  a  variety  of  perfons,  dilfeiing 
&a^niok,  ijtuatioo,  and  defer iption,  and  who(e  ');}lyt\v\^\v\- 
iere/is  have  been  thought  to  afford  the  be  ft.  fecviulTj^  xXvax 
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nliely  more  temptntion  to  abufe  them.  The  permanent  in* 
tereft  of  a  Sovereign  will  frequently  operate  as  a  reftraint 
on  him,  in  thofe  very  points  where  the  poflefibr  of  a  tem- 
porary authority,  liowcver  near  to  the  Crown  in  profpcfior 
expe£lation,  will  feel  himfelf  moft  defirous,  and  will  iiieft 
itrongly  be  urged  by  others,  to  exceed  the  limits  of  a  juft 
;4nd  Ibunii  diicietion. 

it  is  on  tliis  ground  that  I  am  induced  to  think  that  ajufi 
limitation  of  tlie  Regent's  powers   will  not  be  injurioui'tif 
theprefent  weltare  and  profpcrity  of  the  Couhtry,  while'lt* 
is  at  the  fame  time  indifpenfably  neceifary  to  our  futiirs  ft^ 
curity  and  happinefs.     But  there  is  another  topic  which  ImI'^ 
Jongs  to  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  and  to  which -I  wifli  i&H. 
permitted  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  thft  Committtf^ 
entreating  tl>em  to  give  to  it  that  ferious  confideral  ioR  v^kfl,'! 
I  think  it  claims  from  every  good  citizen.     The  evils  MFkidlS 
would  arife  hereafter,  if  on  the  King^s  recovery  wtf  lSloJi|tf 
be  found  to  have  negleded  the  juft  fecurity  of  liis  ri^ffcl' 
may  perhaps  prefent  themfelves  to  the  mind^  of  fom»  g^^ 
tlemen  with  a  lefs  degree  of  force,  in  proportion  as  ll!toj[' 
may  poffibly  con  fider  them  to  he  more  remote.     The  dtitjl 
which  we  owe  to  the  future  interefts  of  the  Kingh'as,  lioV 
ever,  a  fttong  and  immediate  bearing  upon   the  happinefi^' 
tranquillity,  and  good  government  of  thefe  kingdoms  hilia 
the  fyftem  which  is  now  to  beeftabliihed.     The  eye*  tif  all 
Europe  are  turned  to  the  deliberations  of  this  Houfe.     TS 
attention  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  is  more  particu- 
larly  direvficd  towards  us,  becaufe  they  feel  that  we  havl 
take  upon  ovirfeives  to  a(5\  for  them  ia  this  arduous  and  ddB- 
cate   lituarion,  and  to  exercife  on  their  behalf  the  moft  iifi* 
porrant  of  all  their  privileges.     They  have  admitted  and 
recognized  the  right  which  we  affert ;  they  look  to  us  far 
the  difcharge  of  the  duty,    the   obligation   of  which  We 
acknowledge      I. el  us  then,  as  we  value  the  continuance  of 
thisliarmony  and  confidence,  be  particularly  careful  thatvt 
do  not  ovcrllep  tlie  bounds  of  our  authority. — That  wcgifl 
no  grounds  for  imputii^  to  us  that  we  have  exceeded  the  li- 
mits of  the  n^cf-fTity  under  which  we  claim  to  afl ;  and  ih* 
we  have  granted  powers  which  it  d,id  not  belong  to  us  to  de- 
legate.    I  et  lis  alfa-pav  a  juft  regard  to  thofe  fentimenttef 
dutiful  and  zealous  attachment  to  tt:eir  Sovereign  with  whidi 
we  know  that  our  Country  is  animated.     Let  no  breath  of 
fufpicion  go  torth  into  the  world  that  we  have  been  wantioj 
to  the  fame  feelings;  that  in  fuch  a  moment  as  theprefent 
we  havedeferted  our  duty  to  the  King,  or  facrificed  toaef 
confiderations  the  facred  truft  which  his  misfortune  hasio* 
jpofed  upon  us. 


.lySg*  DEBATES.  233 

If  unhappily  a  contrary  impreflion  /hould  prevail,  what 
uft  he  irs  etfedl  upon  the  minds  of  a  generous  and  loyal 
ople  r  I  a(k  not  what  would  be  their  conduct  when  the  oc- 
,fion  would  arii'efor  which  we  had  ncgle«^ed  to  provide,  but 
hat  would  be  the  prefent  fecuriry  of  a  fyftem  built  on  fuch 
andations?  It  is  a  falle  and  miAaken  opinion,  tliat  the 
ength  and  ftahility  of  Government  are  increafcd  by  the 
ercifeof  powers  inconfiftent  with  the  princijiles  of  juiLi.  e, 

rcpugijaiit  to  the  feelings  of  mankind.  1  he  reverfe  is 
^ — Isfc  unquam  fatis  fida  potent ia  ithi  nimla  eft. 
Sir,  I  feel  the  delicacy  of  this  part  of  the  luhje6>,  and  if 
\^  not  jlfo  fell  its  infinite  iqnportance,  i  ihoulvl  h.ive  for- 
itpe  JtO  touch  upon  it.  I  truA  it  will  novei  jultly  he  im- 
[ft^a/tp  me,  that  I  am  forward  in  railing  up  a  fpirit  among 
e\people  to  queftion  thole  meafnres  which  have  received 
1^  tViKdion  of  Parliament.  Eut  we  c:innot  avoid  h'^ing 
oCbk  that  the  ftrongeft  fecurity  for  rh'ir  acquitifconce  in 
ir .proceedings,  efpecially  under  fuch  cii\  umllanccs  as  now 
|ift^  is  an  adherence  on  our  part  to  the  principles  of  ju  ft  ice, 
{|d  a  confcientious  difcharge  of  the  duties  wliich  are  incnm- 
ent  upon  us.  If  therefore  1  have  fi-lt  myielf  h  und  to  fug- 
ell  thefe  reflexions  to  the  Committee,  it  is  hecaufc  I  feel  a 
j^albiis  concern  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  Houfe ; 
Js'Ueciiufel  feel  an  anxiety  for  theprel'ervaiion  of  that  re- 
geft  and  deference  from  the  people  to  the  decifions  of  Par- 
iament,  which  is  at  all  times  neceif-iry  for  the  profperity 
fld  glory  of  this  country,  but  which  in  the  prefent  mo- 
Dent  I  do  in  my  confcience  believe  to  be  abfolutely  ef- 
ehtial  to  the  maintenance  of  our  internal  and  domeftia 
;nnquillity. 

Therefore,  Sir,  upon  all  thefe  grounds — on  the  full  con- 
Gderatioii^  of  the  extent  of  ihut  neceility  by  which  we  are 
nnpowered  to  aft — of  the  example  of  our  anceflors  whole 
Keps  we  follow— of  our  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  of  whole 
rights  we,  and  we  alone,  are  the  true  guanlians  and  pro- 
te£tors — and  of  our  concern  for  the  interefts  of  millions  of 
our  fellow  fubjefls,  whofe  ileireft  interefts  are  now  exclu- 
lively  committrd  to  our  care;  I  feel  myfelt  enabled  and 
Called  upon  to  give  a  decided  opinion  in  favour  of  a  Re- 
gency limited  with  refpeft  to  pow^M-. 

It  remains  forme  to  confider  the  feveral  reftriftions  v.hich 
lave  been  this  day  propoled.  J\ly  opinion  with  refnect  to 
hcfe  follows  fo  much  from  the  principles  which  \  have  al- 
eady  ftated,  thai  1  fliould  feel  it  unn»^ceflary  to  enter  into 
.ny  more  particular  derail  of  reafoniug  concerning  them,  it 
.  were  not  defirous  on  everv  part  of  this  important  fuhjetf^, 
:o  fpeak  my  fentiments  diflindtly  and  unequivoctlly.  I 
gcee  with  the  rciolutlon  \\h\c\\  reftrain^  llie  powci  o^  c^c- 
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ating  Peers  -  and  I  do  it  on  two  feparate^'gh)uridsv*  Vitl^ 
becaufe  I  am  clear,  that  during  the  ftiort  period  for%htdi  1* 
are  now  providing,    no  inconvenience  whatever''  caia^itlftdt 
from  thd  fufpenfionof  this  branch  of  the  prerogative  of  <fe 
Crown:  that  there  is,  for  this  reafon,  no  necefflty  fepoHf 
delegating  this  power  to  any  other  hands ;  and  that-we'yM^ 
therefore,  according  to  the  principle  on  Tt^hich  rhavetH^b^. 
enlarged,  no  right  to  confer  it  on  the  Regent.     But  thlmi^  j 
in  the  fecond  place,  a  more  important  conCderation  wM4 
applies  to  this  fubjeft.     Of  all  the  powers  of  the  Cfdwh  flA 
is  the  moft  liable  to  be  abufed  under  a  delegated  and  ttft 
porary  Government;  and  it  isalfothat  from  the  aboft'4f 
which  the  mofi:   injurious  confequences  would  arife  (d'|tHfc 
permanent  interefl  of  the  Sovereign.    The  power  to  creati 
at  difcretion  a  lafling  influence  on  the  deliberations  of -Ott 
of  the  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  is  a  prerogative  of  fe  bM 
a  nature,  that  nothing  but  a  flrong  neceffity  i?(roold  jdftn 
that  principle  of  the  Conftitution,  which  has-  placed  If  n 
the  hands  of  the  Sovereign  himfelf.     As  exetcifed  by  'hitfb 
it  is,  however,  fubje£t  to  this  reftraint,  that  the  miftlub 
attendant  on  its  abufe,  operate  againft  the  peace  and  ftciffitt 
of  that  Govenment,  of  which  the  King  is  not  only  in  adiifl 
pofleffion,  but  which  he  is  to  retain  for'the  whole  petioiHt 
his  life,  and  which  he  can  have  no  intereft  to  weaken  di^wr 
barrafs.     The  cafe  of  a  Regent  is  widely  different.    If  w» 
fuppofe  him  unhappily  to  be  mided  by  the  councils  of  flM; 
defirous  of  availing  themfelves  of  a  ftiort  interval  of  Hi 
thority,  in  order  to  eflablifh  for  themfelves  an  influenttlk 
the  State,  paramount  to  that  of  their  Sovereign,  what  odtt 
mode  could  be  fo  naturally  reforted  to  for  this  ptirpblfl^^A  = 
the  abufe  of  this  particular  branch  of  the  prerogative  ?  Hdt 
could  they  hope  more  effeftually  to  fecure  the  codtinuaoce'tf 
their  own  power,  than  by  retaining  the  means,  if  not  bfj^ 
venting  the  King's  return  to  the  exercife  of  his  auth(Mt|>'lt 
leaft  of  embarrafEng  and  thwarting  him  in  eveiy  iHftanAtt 
which  he  migh\  feel  it  his  duty  to  counteraft  their  tte#i'df 
perfonal  intereft  or  ambition.     It  may  indeed  be  faidf'iU 
the  fame  reftraint  which  1  have  before  nlentioned,-  ir*-ij^ 
rating  on  the  exercife  of  this  power  by  the  Sovet«i|[{i 'Iffitf' 
felf,  does  in  fome  degree  apply  to  it,  eveti  in  the  haildkbf^ 
Hegent.     And  this  might  be  true  in  the  cafe  of  a  Tft^Al 
whofe  authority  was  permanent,  or  even  certain  in  its^iri^ 
tion,     Uut  let  it  be  conftdered,  that  in  the  prefehtcafe^  w 
adly  in  proportion  as  tlie  probability  of  the  King'a;  recoTm 
increafed,    the  force  of  this   reftraint  would  gradually  n 
weakened,  and  the  temptation  to  the.abufe  would  growiMR 
powerfuL     The  perfoiis  vfV\o  ^idvvfed  ih^  Regent  woul^tncB 
feci  it  Icfs  likely  that  the  coufec^Na^twcfc^  Q»i  ^wi  tsv&^^o^QtSm 
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^X|^  kittjb^  ssripefi  .would  be  iojurious  to  the  Government 

,-|ll>  t)i0ir/qwn  hands,  and  they  might  perhaps  imagine  that 

^  Jipqr,  bd  3D  intereft  in  the  mifchiefs  which  it  would  entail 

-'lift  ijjo  fubfequent  adminiftration  of  the  Sovereign.     The 

r^MB^dir^tion  therefore  of  the  fiiortnefs  of  the  interval  for 

l^lffaJGli.we  now  provide,  ferves  at  once  to  fhew,  tliat  no  ne- 

l,,^^!!^^  can  exift  for  giving  this  power ;  and  to  afford  a  great 

IjJ^dijtiMial  weight  to  the  apprehenfion  of  danger  refulting 

[ifiMl.  it*     In  the  prefent  moment,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt 

[|lhn^  the  granting  it  would  exceed  the  limits  of  our  authority, 

B4;^t  cfvcn  if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  it  would  be  the 
tjr.of  Parliament  to  withhold  it  on  grounds  of  expe- 

e«:.7!)^  limitation  which  would  prevent  the  Regent  from  an- 
^If^pating  the  King's  authority  by  reverfions,  and  fiom  fet- 
Jlafipg  it  by  the  grant  of  offices  for  life,  is  a  part  of  the  famt 
r^i^iple  which  has  juft  been  Aated  ;  and  though  in  its  con- 
Je^qepfU^s  certainly  not  of  equal  importance,  is  neverthelefs. 
Jib  mj^  opinion,  highly  neceifary  to  be  adopted. 
gt-TbP, propriety  of  the  reftraint  on  the  difpofal  of  the 
«^  and  perfonal  property  of  the  King  is  admitted  on  aJl 
l^^s,  and. is  founded  on  the  fame  principle  which  would  be 
l^^ted  in  the  cafe  of  any  other  individual  in  fimilar  circum- 

•Sf  .'The  only  remaining  queAion  is  that  wliich  relates  to  the 
jA^h  refolution,  opened  to  us  in  the  beginning  of  this  de- 
^i^f..  That  the  care  of  His  Majefty^s  perfon  (hould  be  en- 
jll^^ed  to  the  experienced  virtues,  to  the  anxious  and  long- 
rjlrijid affe£lion  of  the  Queen,  is,  in  my  opinion,  felf-evident 
4)n^yery  ground  of  public  duty  and  of  private  fentiment,  in 
4  cafe  where  even  private  fentiment  ihould  not  be  difre- 
^fffdedc     As  a  point  intimately  and  infeparably  connected 
rarith  the  difcliarge  of  this  interefting  truft,  the  care  and  fu- 
k||erintendance  of  His  Majefty's  houfehold  muft  l>e  inverted 
[^Q  the  fame  hands.     The  only  doubt,  inderrd,  which  could 
"ilrife  upon  this  fubjeft  would  be,  whether  under  the  prefent 
.f^nmftances,  the  exifting  eAablifhment  ought  to  be  main- 
i|med:  but  if  maintained,  it  can  be  put  under  no  other  di<- 
■Vl^oathan  that  to  which  the  care  of  His  Majelly's  perfon 
jljgn.trufted»  For,  that  any  other  authority  (liould  he  fuffered 
lD;lQterfere  in  points  fo  immediately  connctt5>ed  with   tins 
^tjf  iuid  that  the  domeAic  uneafinefs  infej>ara!)le  from  fuch  a 
[yftem  ihould  be  allowed  to  add  to  the  weight  of  the  ievercA 
iJDiflion,  is,  I  am  fure,  an  idea  too  flioclving  to  ije  enter- 
rained  by  any  of  thofe  perfons  whom    I  addnis    in   this 
liaceu 

Tb6  propofition  of  reducing  the  King's  eAahlifliment  in 
hm prefent  moment  wouldf  however,  as  U  ap^Gi^t%  X.o  v^^^ 

H  h  2  Vi^ 


23 


tjg  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  t^ 

be  fcarcely  lefs  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  a  gfeneroiii  ] 
pie.  The  fmallefl  degree  of  refle6iion  upoa  thisrfub 
muft  render  it  impoffible  that  we  fiiould  reconcile  bur  to 
to  fuch  a  ftep.  It  will  certainly  be  felt  to  be  inconfil 
with  the  I'entiments  whicli  we  all  entertain  towards  obi 
vereign,  even  if  we  could  be  affu red  that  he  muft  al» 
remain  unconfcious  of  the  difregard  which  he  would 
have  experienced  from  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Britifl 
tion.  But  if  we  carry  our  eves  farther,  and  look  to 
liappy  period  to  which  our  wimes  and  our  hopes  are  tui 
what  a  pi£turc  muft  then  preient  itfelf!  Let  us,  if  we 
imagine,  what  muft  be  his  feelings  In  fuch  2^  monne: 
that,  when  he  is  told  that  his  Parliament  h:js  availed  i 
with  c::gernels  and  avidity,  even  of  the  fliorteft  interva 
new-model  the  offices  attendant  on  his  perlbn,  and  by  s 
ferable  neconomy,  to  degrade  their  Sovereign  from  1 
circumftances  of  fplendour  which  belong  to  the  ran 
which  he  was  born,  and  to  the  flation  which  lie  ftil 
cupies. 

But,  Sir,  this  is  not  all ;  though  I  truft  t^is  is  infin 
more  than  fuffit  ient  to  roule  the  feelings  of  every  En 
heart.  We  profefs  in  our  deliberations  here^  and  we 
publiflied  it  to  ;he  Country  in  our  refolutions,  tliat  wei 
to  eftablifli  a  fyftem  which  is  to  continue  only  during 
King's  indifpofition.  If  we  arc  fincere  in  this  declara 
we  mall  be  careful  to  keep  alive  among  the  people  a»  I 
the  imprelfion  of  that  allegiance,  which  is  ftill  due  to 
and  to  him  alone.  Can  we  believe  that  it  is  confident 
this  purpofe,  to  withdraw  from  him  every  mark  of  dig 
every  external  circumftance  by  which  he  is  diOinguifli 
an  obje6l  of  refpe£l,  and  to  reduce  him  in  this  inftaw 
the  fame. level  with  every  common  fubje61  ? 

We  know,  and  it  will  not  be  difputtd,  that  thefpler 
which  attends  our  Monarchs  in  the  exercife  of  their  a 
rity  is  not  created  for  an  empty  pageant ;  i?  not  giv< 
gratify  an  idle  vanity,  which  they  would  be  afliamed  t<> 
but  is  eftabiiflied  for  folid  reafons  of  found  policy.  It  1 
to  mark  and  to  define  that  rank  in  which  the  conftit 
of  this  country  has  defigned  them  to  ftand.  It  ferv 
create  refpeil  among  the  people  at  large,  and  to  in 
continually  on  their  minds  thofe  fentiments  of  babitu« 
verence  which  are  juftly  due  to  the  higher  attributes  of 
alty.  I  mean  not  certainly  to  compare  thefe  extcrni 
cumfiances  with  the  real  and  fubftantial  dignity  of  a  Ki 
with  the  power  qf  adminifteringjuftice  in  mercy,  or 
the  power  of  conferring  happinefs  on  millions  of  his  fe 
creatures.    But  if  there  exifts  -x  fituation   under  whici 

1  ViR 
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^Moifaftb  ts  for  a  time  nnlmppily  Jebarred  from' a  perfonal 
icfxereife  of  tb^fe  beftpreiogatives  of  his  rtation,  is  ii  not  ra- 
ifket  Mt'iAdhionsA  reafonrfor  continuing  to  him  the  outward 
^rmiBiand  entigns  of  Sovereignty  ?  I  truft   and  believe" that 
the  feirfifntentfc  vihich  his  virtues  have  infpired,  are  fo  deeply 
itboted  in  thb  hearts  of  all  his  fubjefls,    that  no   length 
ibt^khUtf  thiit  could  elapfe,  no  misfortune  that  could  over- 
itttdih  him,  ho  difregard  under  wh'ch  he  could  be  (uflered 
befall)  would  weaken  their  attachment,  diminifli  their  af- 
fift£ltOfi,  or  reprcfs  the  ardour  of  their  Ir.yahy.     }>ut  furelv, 
^«pe  (ball  not  feel  ourfelves  at  liberty,    from  thefc  coniidera- 
'ttdns,  to  negledl  the  natural  and  obvious  means>  of  preltrrv- 
ihg  in  the  Country  a  juil  remembrance  of  his  i lights.     We 
mnft  be  fcnfible  that  every  wife  motive  which  before  induced 
JUS  to  maintain  the  fplendour  and  dignity  of  his  exalted  rank, 
^'kat  from  thecircumftancesof  his  a£tual  fituation  acquired  an 
^ditional  and  ftronger  claim  to  "our  attention.     Even  if  oiii 
'  ^refent  hopes  fliould  be  difappointed,  and  if  by  the  con'i- 
nuance  of  this  calamity  we  lliould  hereafter  find  ourl'elvts 
'compelled  to  refort  to  a  new  arrangement  in  this  ref^xiiSl ; 
I;  yet  let  it  n^ver  be  forgotten,  neither  at  this,  nor  at  any  other 
•  ]j)eriod  of  his  life,  that  the  duty  which  we  are  at  tiiis  day  to 
'•'ii (charge,  is  not  that  of  electing  a  King  to  reign  over  us  in 
^'Wsftead,  but  that  of  creating  a  delegated  truft  to  adminiftcr 
"the  Government  during  his  indifpofition,  in  bis  name,  and 
o^h  bis  l>ehalf. 

J"'  Sir,  I  have  now  trefpaffed  upon  the  attention  of  the 
•'H'oufemuch  longer  than  I  have  done  at  any  former  time,  or 
■'than  I  had  intended  upon  this  occafion.  The  nature  of  the 
'fubjeS,  its  extent,  itsconfequences,  and  the  deep  impreffion 
which  it  has  made  upon  my  mind,  muft  be  my  apology. 
The  quvftion  is  one  of  the  moft  interefting  that  has  at  any 
•time  been  agitated  within  thefe  walls.  It  is  probably  the 
>moft  important  that  will  ever  occur  during  the  courfe  of  my 
life. — And  furel  am  that  there  will  be  no  moment  of  it,  at 
•which  it  will  not  be  a  fatisfa£>ion  to  me  to  reflc<5t,  that  I 
iMve  difcharged  this  high  and  facred  duty,  faithfully  and 
rtuttifcientioufiy,  without  refpeft  of  perfons,  or  confldcra- 
titnl  of  intereft,  and  looking  only  to  that  allegiance  which 
■I;OWctoroy'  Sovereign,  and  to  that  concern  wiiich  is  due  to 
•the  peace,  prorpi^rity,  and  happinefs  of  my  Country. 
.■  Mr  fVelbore  Ellis  obfervtHl,  that  no  pr«^ced("nt  had  yet  been  j^^^.^ 
:dlfecrvered,  which  proved  that  any  two  hriinclies  of  the  Le-  \Velbor« 
i^flatu re  could  carry  any  law  into  execution,  without  the  Ellis. 
ieorfCurfence  of  the  third.  He  maintained,  that  every  ftep 
'^hith  the  Houfe  had  yet  taken  in  the  qutflion  of  the  Re- 
-gencyy  was  not  only  irregular,  but  diredly  conu^i^  vo  vW 
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fpirit  and  the  eflence  of  the  conftitution.  He  aflerted,  tliat  no 
government  could  prove  cfFeclual,  which  was  not  inveAed 
with  the  power  of  conferring  honours,  and  of  puni()iing  ot 
fenders.  The  firft  was  one  of  the  molt  exalted  prerogativei 
of  the  Crown  ;  and  thi^  lafl  was  committed  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  laws.  A  weak  government  was,  perhaps,  worie 
than  no  government  at  all ;  for  it  has  not  the  power  of  a&« 
iDg  with  energy  and  effeft.  But,  fays  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  we  will  not  truft-  you  with  power,  becHufe  yott 
may  abufe  it ;  for  the  fake  of  argument,  he  would  admit  the 
pofSbility  of  its  being  abufed ;  but  what  then  ?  Has  this 
Houle,  laid  he,  no  power  to  check,  to  controul,  to  impeachi 
and  10  puniih  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  who  dare  to  trample 
on  the  rights  of  the  People,  by  an  abufe  of  that  power,  which 
has  been  committed  to  them  ?  If  this  be  true,  in  general,  it 
k  ftill  llronger  in  the  cafe  of  a  Regency.  The  Regent  is 
doubly  anfwerable.  He  is  not  only  refponfible  by  his  Mi- 
nifters,  hut  he  is  refponfible  in  his  own  perfon;  for^jhe 
maxim  that  the  King  can. do  no  wrong,  does. not  extend  ta 
the  Regent. 
Mr.  Mr.  Drake  faid,  that  he  felt  himfelf  fo  much  agitated  by 

Drake,    the  eloquent  oration  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  She- 
ridan) that   if  was  with  the  greatcil  difficulty  he  could  re- 
press the  emotions  of  his  foul,  when  that  honourable  gentle- 
man fat  down.     Such  was  the  verfatility  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  oratory,  that  he  could  at  will  civilize  barbarity^ 
and  fymetrize  deformity.     He  confefied  that  he  had  caught 
3  fpark  of  his  fire,  which  he  faid  had  kindled  in  his  bofoma 
flame  of  the  moft  genial  and  animating  nature.     But,  how- 
ever much  he  admired  the  fplendid  talents  of  that  honourable 
gentleman,  he  could  not  approve  of  that  party  fpirit  which 
Jed  him  to  cenfure,  in  terms  of  fo  much  afperity  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  whofe  adminiftration  it  had  been  hit 
pride  to  fupport ;  but,  faid  he,  though  I  have  been  apartizaa 
of  Mr.  Pitt's,  I  have  never  fpoken  diirefpeftfuUy  of  Mu  Fox; 
it  was  his  duty  no  lefs  than  his  inclination,  to  fupport  the 
meafures  of  that  man,  who  had  raifed  his  country  to  a  pitch 
of  glory,  that  was  the  envy  of  the  univerfe  ;  he  had  proved 
himfelf  the  guardian  of  our  morals,  as  well  as  of  our  libei^ 
ties ;  and  he  had  magtoanimoufly  aflerted  the  rights  of  the 
People.     With  refpeft  to  the  reftriflions  propofed,  he  was 
free  to  confefs  that  he  had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind,  thoi^ 
he  was  rather  inclined   to  think,  that  His  Majefty's  houfe? 
hold  fhould  remain  as  it  was,  becaufe  many  of  them  might 
now  be  confidered  as  profeffionally  in  their  refpe£live  effl: 
pJoyments,  and  it  would  be  a  pity  to  turn  them  out.    He  pro* 
feffed  grcnt  refpefl  for  l\\e  ?i\nce  of  Wales,  and  after  thanking 
thaHoufc  for  fo  patienvl^  \ve9i.uiN^\vvtt\^\ie^^<A\taN^\ft«»- 
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s  (peech  with  what  he  called  a  parliamentary  prayer, 
irtue,  as  well  as  the  graces,  might  be  the  ornament 
ppoTt  of  the  Thronf,  and  that  the  virtues  of  the 
night  defcend  to  the  Regent,  his  future  fucceffor. 
ncl  Fullerton  begged  leave  to  trefpafs  upon  the  atten-  CoioncI 
the  Houfe,  whiUi  he  adverted  folely  to  two  points  Fullwt^^a. 
vepenot  in  the  leaft  conneded  with  either  the  Lords 
iedchansber,  or  with  the  examinations  of  phylicians, 
Philip  of  Macedon,  who  Teemed  fo  intimate  an  ac- 
nte  of  a  noble  Lord  (Belgrave)  or  with  the  evidence 
Willis :  but  they  referred  folely  and  dir  6tly  to  the 
led  principles  and  pradice  of  the  conftitution,  and, 
bed,  would  be  found  of  material  confequence  to  the 
I  of  tlie  great  queftion  then  before  the  Committee.  In 
:  place,  he  underllood  it  to  be  the  declared  opinion 
Chancellor  Pitt,  that  all  powers  and  authorities  be- 
to' the  Crown,  attached  as  it  were  to  the  perfon  of 
'ereign;  that  they  remained  entire  in  the  King,  al- 
he  was  incapacitated  from  the  perfonal  exercife  of 
nd  that,  in  contemplation  of  law,  the  political  capa- 
the  King  continued  perfeft,  and  could  neither  lutfer 
fion  nor  defeft.  If  by  this  technical  phraf<^)loc:v, 
ant,  that  all  the  powers  and  authorities  of  executive 
nent  remained  entire  in  the  perfon  of  the  King  -iu'-- 
incapacity,  in  fuch  a  way,  that  he  Ihould  of  rij^ht  ex- 
le  fame  as  foon  and  as  long  as  he  was  capable  of  ex- 
them  perfonally,  and  th.it,  while  he  (hould  not  i>e 
of  exercifmg  them  perlbnally,  they  ihould  he  c*xer- 
I  truft  for  him  ;  iftliat  was  the  m(!jningcf  the  right 
ible  gentleman's  expreirions,  no  perfon  could  l^e  mortf 
>  admit  that  dovElrine  than  he  was.  liut,  if  by  the  coii- 
ion  of  law,  and  the  political  capacity  of  the  Kin:»  re- 
j'entire,  was  meant,  that  the  powers  and  authorities  of 
ve  government  might  remain  dormant,  unem;>loyr'd, 
iSive  to  the  public  fervice,  as  long  as  the  King  wa¥ 
itated  from  the  perfonal  exercife  of  them  ;  if  that  was 
luing  of  the  expreffion,  they  were  dodlrines,  which, 
anguage  of  the  right  honourable  genrleman  on  a;i- 
xafion,  deferred  to  be  treated  as  treafon  ngainft  the 
Would  any  man  who  pretended  to  the  flightelt  r*»- 
rthe  conftitution,  venture  to  declare,  that  the  povv- 
a\]thorities  of  Government  were  to  be  Cv»nlidtTcd  as 
e  property  of  the  Sovereign  ?  That  they  were  to  h*. 
ed  like  the  ftore,  or  the  wardrobe,  or  the  privy -pur  lo, 
rs  meant  for  the  perfonal  uf^^,  pleafure,  and  conv;;* 
of  the  Sovereign,  and  that  v»hen  he  is  incapable  of 
lem  perfonally,  they  n<^ed  not  he  ufed  at  ?i\\^  W\\ 
5W  HGCoJlcit  that   t/je  powers  of  O-^e  Cio^w  vii^t 
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vcftecl   in  the  King;  not  for  the   perfonal  l)enefit  of  th< 
King,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  State?  That  there  were  du- 
ties and  obligations  mutually  to  be  performed  between  the 
Sovereign  and  the  Subje<Sl,  duties  of  an  awful  magnitudci  in- 
volving the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the  People  f  How  then 
could  the  right  honourable  gentleman  maintain,  that  tbelb 
duties  and  obligations,  in  contemplation  of  law»  could  pof- 
fibly  remain  entire,  in  the  perfon  of  the  King,  durhig  his  in* 
capacity,  any  other  way  than  this ;  that  when  the  King  wai 
incapacitated  from  the  perfonal  exercife  of  them,   they  mufl 
be  performed  in  truft  for  him ;  that  fome  perfon  or  perfoni, 
either  by  devolution  or  appointment,  muft  perform  the  du- 
ties of  the  Royal  flation,  and  exercife  thefunftions  of  autho- 
rity in  truft  for  the  King,  during  his  incapacity ;  unlefs  the 
Committee   were  prepared   to    declare  the  Kingly   Powo; 
either  totally  or  in  part  ufelefs.     Surely  the  right   honour- 
ble  gentleman  had  too  much  refpefl  for  the  principles  of  the 
conititution,  too  much  refpe£l  for  hi-;  own  character,  to  main- 
tain that  the  powers  and  authorities  of  executive  governmenti 
that  the  great  and  godlike  attributes  of  Majefty  were  to  be 
confidered  as  a  mere  appendage,  attached  to  the  perfon  of  th« 
Royal  Individual ;  to  fleep  when  he  fleeps,  and  only  to  wake 
when  his  faculties  ceaie  to  lie  dormant  !     It  would  be  a  pro- 
fanation of  the  attributes  of  Majefty  ;  it  would  be  a  profana* 
tion  of  the  rights  and  welfare  of  mankind,  to  admit  of  fucha 
doftrine.     Colonel  Fuliarton   proceeded  next  to  the  conli- 
deration  cf  the  fecond  point  to  which  he  had  alluded.    He 
faid,  that  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman   (Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt)  had  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Houfc  tograntno 
more  power  to  the  Regent  than  appeared  abfoluiely  neceffar? 
foi  the  public  fervice.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed 
to  conceive,  that  every  thing  which  could  poflibly  be  with- 
hol den  from  the  reprefentative  of  the  Sovereign,  during  the 
King's  incapacity,  was  fo  much  gained  to  the  State.     For  his 
own  j>art,  he  conceived  that  every  portion  of  the  juft  and 
eftabliftied  exercife  of  executive  authority,  which   was  to 
withholdt-n,  was    fo  much  loft  to  the  State,   for  whofe be- 
nefit ttvti  y  p'')rrion  of  authoiity  was  holden  at  all.     He  had 
ever  i!n:!<:*riiood  the  King  of  this  country,  in  his  legiflative 
cap.icity^  to  he  Sovereign,  and  at  liberty  to  aft  according  ta 
his  will ;  but  that  in  his  executive  capacity,  the  King  wa» 
no  more  than  Chit;f  Magiftrate,  invefted  with  certain  powers 
ar.d  authorities,  fpecified  by  the   conftitution,  and  as  rouA 
bound  by   thofe  a<Ss   which  he   and  his   predeceflbri  had 
ratified,   as   the  meancft  fubjeft  in  his  realm.     I  have  eVCt 
i.nderftood,    added    Colonel   Fuliarton,    that    the    coiUU- 
tut  ion  is  not  fafe,  uu\efs  v»\\eu  the  three  Kftates  are  kep* 
itpsiratCy  diflindl,  aud  cv\Uve%    TWviot  vi\ifcot  v«^  ^^^ 
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ArreEftates  to  trench  on  the  powers  and  privileges  of  the 
odifTi  has  been  confidered  as  a  facrilege  committed  again  (I  the 

enrral  freedom  of  the  State.  1  hat  fuch  extreme  delicacy 
s  been  obferved  in  this  particular,  that  the  two  Houfes  of 
hrliameot  do  not  venture  to  interfere  with  the  executive 
atotbori^y,  no*  not  in  the  mod  minute  particular,  excepting 
by  addrefs.  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  do*s  not  even 
voitore'cn  the  executive  aft  of  publifliing  its  ownjour* 
ndSa  but  applies  to  the  executive  power  to  do  it  for  them, 
indappUes  by  adJrefs.  If  this  flatement  be  neither  frivolous 
Bor  fallacious,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will  feel  it  in- 
combeiu  on  him  to  prove  of  two  things,  one,  either  that  to 
inveft  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  all  the  executive  govern^ 
WFtit,  would  prove  dangerous  to  the  King,  for  the  refumption 
cf  his  Royal  "power  in  the  event  of  his  recoveiing  his  facul- 
tieiy  or  elfe,  that  it  would  prove  detrimental  to  the  public 
mlf'tre.  With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  grounds  of  appre- 
hnifion.  Colonel  r  uUarton  prefumed,  that  the  delicacy,  the 
Mkration,  the  charafler,  and  the  difpofition  of  His  Royal 
Bighneft  the  Prince  of  Wales,  fo  diftinguiiliingly  manifefted 
iaihe  late  trying  and  diiheisful  fcenes,  would  have  proved 
OQve  than  alufficiejit  fafeguard  againft  the  pofliUility  of  fuch 
ao  unputation.  I  am  confident,  he  exclaimed,  that  the  right 
hoQdur^ble  gentleman  cannot  entertain  any  fuch  apprehen- 
fiop—I  will  not  infult  him  with  the  fuppofirion — Or  at 
baft  if  he  does,  it  muft  he  applicable  to  any  poffihle  Prince 
ef  Wales,  rather  than  to  the  prefent  Prince  of  Wales.  With 
i^rd  to  the  liecond  ground  of  apprehenlion,  en  which  it  is 
Mceflary  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  rell  the  juili* 
ficition  of  thefe  limitations  v.hich  he  has  propofeJ,  namely ^ 
that  to  inveft  the  Regent  with  all  the  powers  of  executive  go- 
vsroment,  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  public  welfare;  Itt 
Bit  alk,  fays  Colonel  Fullarton,  does  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  Hate,  that  any  of  the  jiifl  and  ellablifhed 
-powers  of  executive  government  are  lupeitluous,  that  they 
cao  be  fpared,  that  they  are  detrimental  ?  Has  he  ever  found 
or  acknowledged,  during  thecourie  of  hisaJminiflration,  that 
they  were  more  than  (ufficient  for  the  public  fervice  r  If  he 
*nfwers  no,  they  are  neither  fuperfluous  nor  deuimental  ; 
kut  it  is  improper  to  veft  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Regent, 
while  ailing  in  truft,  during  the  Sovereign's  incapacity;  let 
0*  alk,  with  what  front  can  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
K^bly  maintain,  that  thofe  powers  and  authorities  which 
Pe  admits  not  to  be  dangerous,  not  to  be  fuperfluous  for  the 
Public  fervice  in  the  hands  of  a  Sovereign  feated  on  the  Throne, 
in  the  full  poflcflion  of  his  faculties,  and  in  the  plenitude  of 
llit  power,  can  poffibly,  without  egregious  detrin\ent  to  the 
P^iblic  fervice,  bear  limitation,  mutilation,  al^d  i<i{lwv\\^  \tv 
Vol.  X^V.  I  i  v\v* 
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iht  iiaiids  of  a  Regent,  not  pofltffirig  the  ftahility  oi*  influeiKJIf 
of  permanent  authority ;  holding  power  as  the  delegato  airf' 
iuhllitute  of  another  ;  holding  power  by  fo  precarious  a  tCr 
pure,  that  he  may  iw  obliged,  on  the  fliorteft  notice,  to  refture 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign,  for  whom  in  truft  it  was 
hofden  ?  Until  the  right  honourable  gentleman  folvcs  thefe 
diilicuitiesyand  reconciles  thefe  contradidlions,  I  defy  him^faid 
Colonel  Fullarton,  to  ftir  one  ftep  in  the  biifin^fs  of  reilric- 
tion,  without  involving  himfelf  in  the  uncomfortablfe  impa- 
lation  of  endeavouring  to  alter,  if  not  to  fubvert,  the  confli^ 
tution,  in  a  very  material  point  of  executive  government, 
Surely,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  does  not  propofe  to 
give  us  a  better  conftitution,  in  matters  of  executive  govcro- 
ment  ?  He  does  not  find  it  neceflary  to  introduce  another 
Declaratory  Bill,  to  explain  and  amend  the  cOnflitution,  in 
all  poffible  cafes  of  the  Sovereign's  incapacity  ?  He  docs  not 
feel  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  this  fpecies  of  atonement 
for  his  extraordinary  ftrctch  of  the  Royal  power  during  the 
courie  of  his  adminiilration?  And  furely  it  would  ill  becmni 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  aim  an  ungenerous  bW 
at  the  ilate  and  condition  of  his  benefa<Stor ;  at  a  moment  too^ 
that  might  difarm  the  bittercll  enemy  of  his  refentments, and 
convert  malignity  itfelf  into  tenderneft  and  compaffion  I  The 
nc'Xt  point  the  Colonel  ftated,  wns,  that  if  tho&  confident 
fjons  were  not  fufficient  to  deter  from  encroaching  on  the«c^ 
ecwtiveauihoiity,  it  might  to  be  recolledled,  that  Montefquieil 
h:id  foretold,  that  the  liberties  of  England  would  be  in  dangeri 
>^heiiever  the  legiflative  power  (hould  be  more  corrupt  than 
the  executive  power;  that  is,  (as  Colonel  Fullarton  fays  fae 
underllood  it,)  whenever  the  iegiflatve  povper  fhould,  for  per- 
ibnal  or  party  confi deration^,  commit  violations  on  the  ex- 
ecutive authority.  He  then  adverted  to  the  violatiohi  of  the 
conftitution,  committed  at  different  periods,  and  (aid,  that 
when  Henry  VIIL  procured  to  his  own  proclamation  the  au- 
thority of  law,  the  conftitution  was  undone:  again,  when 
Cromwell  voted  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ufelefs,  it  was  a  death- 
blow to  the  conllitution.  And  furely  now,  added  theCo* 
lonel,  I  cannot  think  the  conftitution  free  from  danger^ ini heft 
this  Houfe  has  not  only  declared  it  to  be  the  right  Of  this 
Houfe,  and  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  all  poffible  cafes  of  the 
Sovereign's  incapacity,  to  choofe  whom  they  pleafe  for  Re* 
gent,  to  eledl  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  if  they  plcafe^  or-t* 
ele£fc  a  Regent,  as  the  Perfians  did  their  King  Darios,  by  the 
neighing  of  a  horfe ;  but  when  you  are  proceeding  to  decimal 
that  it  is  the  right  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  Houfe  «f  Lordfi 
to  withhold  any  part  of  the  executive  power,  to  fufpend  «l'i 
or  any  part  of  the  funiSions  of  authority,  to  portion  outlh« 
execiftive  authority,  in  what  Yto^OTVXQxw^  '^ou^lcafe,  andw 
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whom  yon  plesfe:  eheie  is  but  one  Hep  farther,  in  wliich   it 
il  poffible  for  the  Houfe  to  procerd,  ami  th.1t  is,  to  adopt  the 
w'M  and  defperate  notions  of  fome  mad  republicans  in  the  hd 
century,  and  to  parcel  out  the  powers,   authorities,  and  de- 
fartmeiits  of  executive  government.    Among  the  Reprelentn- 
tivei  of  the  People,  among  the  Members  *of  the  Houfe  ofCoo)- 
mons,  toadvertife,  as  you  would  concerning  a  rnrnpike  road, 
for  a  perfon  to  contrail,  on  reaionwble  i«-rms,  for  executing 
the  ofiBce  of  Royalty.     Colonel    Fullarton  proceeded  to  con- 
fider  the  fubjedi  upon  other  grounds,  and  obferved   that  th« 
right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  courfe  of  tbefe  diTcuflions, 
had  repeatedly,  reforted   to  hiftory  and  precedent,   for  which 
jreafon    he  would  beg  leave  to  imitare  the  right    hononrahle 
gentleman's  example,  and  wouM  quote  a  pi.ffige  from  hiftory 
too,  by  no  means  as  a  precedent  for  the  Houfe  to  follow  ;  but 
as  an  example  to  deter  from  committing  encroachments  on 
the  efiabli died  government  of  a  country.     In  the  hiftorv  of 
France,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Sixth,  who  was  m  a  liire 
of  incapacity,  Ifabeau  de  Baviere  was  his  Qtreen  :  a  Princffs 
attached  only  to  her  treafures,  inSuenced  by  the  Chancellor, 
by  the  Prime  Miniflcr,  and  other  principal  officers  of  the 
Court,  who  were  afraid,  th-it  if  tl;e  government  fliould  be  en- 
trufted  to  the  Heir  Apparent,  during  the  King's  incapacity, 
they  would  lofe  their  fituation.     Under  this  iinprcfTion,  the 
deiperate  refolution  was  fornud.  of  infulring  the  Heir  App:?- 
rent|almofti>eyond  the  limits  of  erulurance ;  and   meafurrs 
'were  aSually  adopted  for  excluding  from  the  government, 
that  able  and  diflinguilhed    Prince,  fole  heir  :\nd  reprefentn- 
tivcof  the  Sovereign.     This  Minifter,  at  that  time  the  chief 
confident   of  Ifabeau   de    Baviere,     was   Mervilliers;    who 
commenced  his  career  in  the  profrrflion  of  the  law,  but  qnick- 
ly  found  a  nearer  operjngro  advancement,  by  the  more  pro- 
dodive  path  of  politics.     The  MiniHer  and  his  party,  truJl- 
ing  to  his  eloquence,  truflin;^  to   his  talents,  trufting  to  his 
temerity,  trufting  to  his  credit  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
fnablic,  and  relying  alfo  on  certain  other  circumftances,  adopt- 
ed the  defperate  refolution  already  ftnle^. 
.     He  undertook  to  procure  the  aflTent  of  Charles  VI.  to  this 
lipnatural  meafune.     Charles  VI.  being  in  aftareof  total  in- 
capacity, and  confequently  unable  to  declare  his  afTent,  he 
Undertook  to  procure  the  co-operation  of  Ifabeau  de  Baviere, 
to  the  cxclufion  of  her  own  fon  from  the  Government,  .md 
he  farther  undertook  to  procure  the  thanks  and  approbation 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Paris.     W  ]i;\t 
wftill  more  extraordinary  to  relate,  he  did  in  h&  fucceed  in 
this  atrocious  endeavour.     He  accomplifhed  a  treaty  to  tliis 
cffisd,  the  treaty  of  Arras,  preliminary  to  the  famous  treaty 
pf  Txoyes,  as  recorded  in  the  regiftersof  the  Parliament  of 
I  i  2  "^^xX^ 
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Paris  for  the  year  1 419,  By  means  of  the  Chancellor,  anJ' 
a  fiction  of  the  Patliament  of  Paris,  he  affixed  the  great  fed 
to  afts  which  were  the  confequence  of  that  treaty  ;  and  tboi 
he  deviled  means  for  giving  the  Royal  aflent,  at  a  timt 
when  the  Royal  gffent  could  not  poiEbly  be  given.  He  pre- 
vailed on  Ifabeau  de  Baviere  to  ratify  that  treaty,  to  the  ei- 
clufion  of  her  own  fon  from  the  Government,  and  he  wat- 
thanked  for  fo  doing  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldernjen,  and  Cor». 
poration  of  the  city  of  Paris !  But,  what  were  the  confe- 
quences  of  thefe  tranfa£lions  ?  The  con fequences  were,  tbt 
the  kingdom  was  involved  jn  all  the  miferies  of  a  weak,  mu- 
tilated, and  diftraftcd  Government.  There  was  a  double 
Government,  a  double  Parliament,  a  double  Cabinet,  doable 
J'linifters,  double  Officers  of  State,  and  of 'the  HoufehuM* 
The  kingdom  was  betrayed  to  its  enemies,  and  was  after* 
wards  refcued  from  thofe  difafters,  by  the  fuperior  effort! 
of  that  brave  and  diftinguifhed  Prince  whom  they  had  ex- 
cluded from  the  Government,  That  Prince,  who  pojQeflbd 
the  moft  interefling  qualities,  and  the  moil  fafcinating  man* 
ners,  who  had  attached  tohiscaufe  the  nobleft  fpirits,  and 
the  beft  abflities  of  his  country  ;  and  afterwards,  under  the 
name  of  Charles  the  Viftorious,  refcued  this  country  from 
the  mifery  and  difgrace  in  which  it  had  been  involved,  by 
thofe  ambitious  Miniilers,  from  the  wretched  yoke  of  Henry 
the  Sixth  of  EngflanH,  that  unhappy  Monarch,  whofe  rei^A 
had  afforded  fuch  abundant  fvibjc<£k  of  quotation,  in  the  courfe 
of  thofe  debates,  CpU  Fullarton  apologized  for  having  al- 
luded to  any  thing  fo  unpopular  as  a  paflage  of  French  hit 
tory,  but  the  Houfe  encouraging  him  to  proceed,  he  addfji 
that  his  objedk  had  been,  to  fhew  the  defperate  extremities  to 
which  thepaffions  of  ambitious  men  might  hurry  them,  and 
the  fatal  confequences  which  had  refulted  from  innovatioqi 
iind  violations  of  the  eftablifhed  government  of  a  country; 
land  he  thanked  Heaven,  that  no  fuch  example,  nor  any 
thing  like  it,  could  as  yet  be  fpund  to  iiain  the  annalidP 
England.  He  had  only  farther  to  remark,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  endeavoured,  with  a  peculiar  pre- 
dileSion,  to  Ihelter  his  proceedings  under  the  fanSionof 
precedents  and  analogies  of  hiftory.  "  Now,**  faidtheCo^ 
lonel,  *^  I  will  meet  the  right  honour:^ble  gentleman  qn 
*<  that  ground,  and  in  direft  contradiction  to  the  ufes  which' 
f^  he  has  endeavoured  to  make  of  precedent  and  analogy,  f 
«  will  defy  that  right  Honourable  gentleman  to  produce! 
"  fmgle  inftance,  in  the  hiftory  of  England,  in  the  hiftory 
^<  of  France,  in  the  hiftory  of  Spain,  or  in  the  hiftory  of 
'*  any  other  country,  with  whofe  hiftory  we  ape  acquaiqted 
^^  at  all,  where  the  eftabliflied  legal  powers  of  executive  Gg- 
^^  yeniment  wer«  malmeA,  r^\\AU\A\^ii,  ^v\\  T^?ctW^d^  with- 
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^bat  producing  inefficiency,  counteraction,  and  difgrace.'* 
k'Taid*  he  was  very  far  from  wifliing  to  include  in  thefe  ob- 
drvations,-  the  necc5flary  precautions  which,  at  different  pe- 
ods,  had  be«*n  adopted,  for  preventing  the  encroachments 
f  the  Royal  jiower,  and  for  prefervihg  the  liherty  and 
ifety  of  the  fubjeft  :  but,  wherever  the  regular  eftali- 
Ihed  operations  of  Government  had  been  maimed,  muti- 
ited,  and  reftrained;  no  matter  whether  it  aroie  from  in- 
srfeienceof  the  legiflative  power,  from  participation  of  ex- 
cutive  authority,  with  councils  of  Regency;  from  limi- 
9lions  impofed  upon  the  Regent,  or  from  any  other  caufe, 
lAi^rever  it  did  fo  happen,  inefficiency,  countera^ion,  and 
li^race  enfued.  It  was  true,  that  inftances  had  occurred 
il-tbe  Englifh  hiftory,  where  the  misfortunes  of  a  weak  and 
reftrained  Government  appeared  almoft  unavoidable.  And 
ikhy  ?  To  prevent  the  ftill  greater  calamities  of  difputed  fuc- 
ceffioQS,  ufurpations,  and  civil  wars,  naturally  to  be  dreaded 
in-turbulent  times,  if  all  the  powers  of  Government  were 
irefted  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  too  nearly  connected  with 
thffCrown,  and  poiTefling  too  much  influence  in  the  country, 
u  in  the  cafes  of  the  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Glouceller,  dur- 
ing the  minority  of  Henry  the  Sixth;  Richard,  Duke  of 
Gbucefter,  during  the  minority  of  Edward  the  Fifth;  and 
Somerfet,  during  the  minority  if  Edward  the  Sixth.  In 
thefe,  and  (imilar  inftances,  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
in  Parliament  alTembled,  making  provifion  for  a  long  mino- 
rity,- had  judged  it  more  expedient  toexpofe  tim  kingdom  to 
tte  misfortunes  of  a  fettered  and  impprfodl  <. Government, 
than  to  the  greater  calamities  alluded  to  before,  But,  would 
myreafonable  andiinpartialman,  with  no  fucii  preponderate 
infl;  confiderations  of  danger  on  his  mind,  with  the  hiftory 
of  this  country,  and  the  principles  and  praftlceof  this  Con^ 
ftitution  before  his  eyes  ;  with  a  reference  to  the  prrfcnt  cir- 
cumftancesof  His  Majefty,  of  the  country,  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales— the  peculiar  circumilances  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ; 
Would  any  gentleman,  not  entirely  loft  to  every  fenfe  of 
public  welfare,  under  thefe  prefent  circumftances,  wi(h  to 
ihTolve  the  kingdom  in  the  misfortunes  of  a  weak,  mutilated, 
and  degraded  Government  ?  The  Colonel  earneftly  intreated 
the  Committee  ferioufly  to  confider,  before  they  adopted  fo 
dangerous  and  fo  defpernte  a  refolution. 

At  length  the  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Powy^'s  amend- 
inentbn  the  firft  Refolution.  The  num!»ers  wtire, 
Ayes,   154;  Noes,  227.     Majority,  73. 

The  Refolution,  as  originally  moveJ,  w;is  then  put,,  and 
tarried  without  a  divifion. 

WI)9n  the  ftrangers  wer«  rf-admitled  into  the  gallery. 
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M»-  f  o».  *  Mr.  Fox  was  fpeaking.  ^Hc  ftid,  that  if  the  maxim  which 
the  Solicitor  General  argued  from  on  a  former  QCcafion» 
^  that  the  power  which  necftffity  creates,  neceffity  muft  li« 
fi»ity"  be  true,  why  wa»  there  no  limitation  to  thofe  reftiicr 
tbtts  which  the  refolution  went  to  impofe?  He  contended^ 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  of  thr«  country  was  hofiik 
to;  the  principle  laid  down  hy  the  right  honourable,  gentle* 
man  ;  for,  it  was  much  lefs  felicitous  concerning  the  aual'k' 
ties  and  abilities  of  the  perfon  who  exercifed  the  Royal  4tt- 
t&ority,  than  jealous  that  no  a6b  fhouid  be  exercifed  wbicti 
.went  to  deftroy  tl»t  equipoife  in  the  three  branches  of  the 
Legiilature,  which  was  the  bafis  of  the  whole.  But^what- 
%s&i  rij[]:ri£lions  were  intended  to  be  impofed,  Mr.  Fox 
marntained  that  neither  good  policy  nor  equity  direAedtbat 
thefe  /liould  be  no  limits  as  to  their  duration. 

A  divition  now  took  place,  on  the  fecoild  reCblution,  »• 
iatrvc  to  thp  creation  o\  Peers, 

Ayes,  216  ;  Noes,  159.    Majority  for  the  Minifler,  57. 

All  the  other  refolutions,  except  that  refpe6king  the 
Klng*s  houfehold,  were  then  feveraliy  put,  and  carried* 

TIwi  Houfe  adjourned^ 

Monday^  igth  of  January^ 

Sirltobert      Sir  Rohert  Smyth  obferveJ  that,  as  it  would  give  biro  con- 
Srayth.    cern  to  hecorae  inftrumental  in   retarding   the   bufinefs  of 
great  importance,  which  called,  at  prefent,  for  the  atten- 
tion of  the  H(»ufe,  he  wiflied  to  withdraw  the  Colchcftec 
Petition,  and  therefore  he  moved  accordingly. 

The  queflion  being  put,  that  the  petition  be  wlthdrawB, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  having  moved  the  reading  of  the 
order  of  the  day, 
Mr.M.A.  M.X.  Af.Al'aylor  defi  red  that,  previous  to  the  reading  of 
Taylor,  this  order,  he  might  trefpafs,  for  a  moment,  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Houfe,  whilft  he  remarked,  that  rumours  had 
gone  abroad,  importing  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  heard 
of  the  reftriftions.  The  prefent  queftion  was  a  queftion  of 
no  common  moment,  but  affe(fl^d  all  points  whatever  which 
could  be  regarded  as  dear  to  Englilhmen.  It  went  to  the 
undermining  the  conftitutlon,  and  overthrowing  the  Go- 
rernment  of  this  country.  He  therefore  requefted  to  be  in* 
formed,  whether  His  Majefty*s  Minifter  had  commupicated 
the  refolutions  to  His  Royal  High  nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales; 
and  next,  whether  His  Royal  Highnefs  had  given  any  aofwefi 
Mr.  Taylor  added,  that,  if  the  latter  ftiould  proYC  tbefafif 
he  meant  to  move,  that  the  papers  and  the  anfwers  be  laii 
ixBin«d/ately  before  the Hoxife* 
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Msir  <3liftMe]lor  Pin  exprefle4  his  doabct  whethor  the  lio-      Mr. 
HOtaable  mmth      n  had  any  regular  grounds  to  go  upon,  ChanocU* 
vhea  he  aS^ed  it  ttie  confideiuial  Servants  of  the  Crown  hadNori^icu 
BAhimiilJcated  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  upon  a  fubjedl  un- 
isr  diicufiioii  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons )  Or  wh^her  he 
ddd'Aow  to  whom  the  Houfe  could  ifTue  orders  for  the 
cpdiidSon  of  the  papers  to  which  he  alluded. 

Ibiir*  X^^  anfwered,  that  he  was  well  aware  tlrat  no  jaf. 
rxrnha  cxmld  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  under  the  prefent  Tayior. 
Iroynnjftaiices.  But  it  muft  ptove  ver^  eafy  for  the  Houfe 
^tT'be.put  in  pofleffion  of  the  fort  of  information  nccefluiry^ 
itfabre  iMsa.  Member  in  that  Houfe  who  could  not  avoid 
aving  a.ko6wledge  of  fuch  letters  paiSng,  if  any  had  paiTecL. 
JonmHinications  ought  to  haVe  been  made  to  the  Prince ;  if 
liey  had  iko^,  the  Cabinet  had  failed  to  perform  tlieir  duty;; 
iftdif  they  i^o^  be  thought  it  very  Hngular  that  the  letters 
)  iIld^peofabIy  necefiary  to  thepurpt^fe  of  {he  eufuing  de* 
ate  were  not  produced  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  y^A^  content  led  that  tl^e  right  honourable  gent1em.7n      Mr. 
twed  fuch  a  communication  to  tlie  Houfe,  who  ought  to  be  J(>Ul£&. 
cquainted  whether  the  Prince  would,  or  would  not,  accept 
he  R^ency  under  fuch  and  fuch  terms. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  the  ?)onouraWe  gentle- 
lian  who  fpdke  laft  had  furnifhed  him  with  a  fufficient  argw- 
pent  againfl  giving  ai>y  intimation  of  the  kind.  It  would 
Mtaialy  be  not  only  very  unparliamentary,  hut  prefun>i?' 
^■OQS.and  improper  to  fay  on  wluit  rellridtions,  or  in  wlut 
Banner  the  Regency  would  he  accepted,  at  the  mo- 
mmcwiien  the  Houfe  meant  to  decide  upon  the  mode  of  of- 
ferihg'it. 

Mr.^ffi^f  coftceived  that  it  would  be  deluding  tlie  Houfe,      |^^^ 
if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  propoi'e  fuch  re-  jolhSiu 
ftridions  upon  the  Regency  for  them  to  adopt,  as  he  knew 
tht  bis  Rojat  Highnefs  would  not  accept  it  upon  "^ 

The 

^  fltre^  4is  elucidatory  of  the  inferences  in  the  remarks  of  Mr^ 
^myhr^  weJhaUheg  isaveto  prefent  our  Readers  wih  thefol-- 
kwing  documents. 

kiiauic  Co^  tjfMr.  P lit* i  Letter  to  his  Royal  Uighnffs  the  Prince  tf 
WaleSfUftat  Carltom  Houfe,  on  tuefday  Night,  the  30M  ufDuctnicr. 

SIR, 

THE  proctfcdings  in  Parliament  being  now  brought  to  a  pomt, 
hii^  will  render  it  necefifary  to  propofe  to  the  Iloufc  of  Commons^ 
le  particular  mcafures  to  pe  taken  for  fupplying  the  dcfc6l  of  the 
erfonal  Exercife  of  the  Royal  Authority  during  the  prefent  interval, 
sd' jcmr  Royal  Highnefs  having  fomc  time  fince  figtiified'^'owv  ."^Vtar- 
vtl  ibMt May  commuaicatioa  oa  this  fubje£t  Ihould -be  \u  Nvm\\\*^.»  ^ 
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The  queftion  on  the  -order  of  the  day  was  then  put 
•iigreed  to ;  ^ter  which  the  Houfe  refolved  ilfelf  in:o  a 
mittee,  Mr.  Brook  Watfon  in  the  chair. 


take  the  lil>ci:ty  of  refpcftfully  entreating  your  Royal  Highneft 
mtffion  to  fubmic  to  your  confideration  the  outlines  of  the  plan 
His  Majefty's  confidential  fcrvants  humbly  conceive  (according 
beft  jadgement  which  they  are  ^ble  to  form)  to  be  proper  tol 
pofcd  in  the  prcfcnt  circumftances. 

It  is  their  humble  opinion,  that  Your  Royal  Highncfs  fli< 
empowered  to  exercife  the  Royal  Authority  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of.  His  Majefty,  during  His  Majefty't  ilinefs,  and  to 
a£ls  which  might  legally  be  done  by  His  Majefty ;  with  proi 
neverthelefs,  that  the  care  of  His  Majcfty's  Royal  Perfon,  a 
management  of  His  Majefty's  Houfehold,  and  the  dire£bicm  f 
pointroent  of  the  Officers  and  Servants  therein,  Ihould  be 
Quccii,  under  fuch  regulations  as  may  be  thought  neceffary.- 
tbe  power  to  be  exercifed  by  Your  Roydl  Highnefs  (hould  nut 
to  the  granting  the  real  or  perfonal  property  of  the  King,  (excep 
as  relates  to  the  renewal  of  Leafes)  to  the  granting  any  office 
Terfion,  or  to  the  granting,  for  any  other  term  than  during  H 
{edy's  pleafure,  any  Penlion^  or  any  office  whatever,  except  i 
tnuft  by  law  be  granted  for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour  ;  not 
granting  any  rank  or  dignity  of  the  Peerage  of  thi^  Realm 
perfon  except  His  Majefly's  iiHie,  who  (hall  hare  attained  the 
twenty -one  years. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  points  which  have  occurred  to  His  Ml 
Servants.  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  their  ideas  are  formed  on  t 
polition  that  His  Majefty's  illncfs  is  only  temporary,  and  ma 
mo  long  duration.  Jt  may  be  difficult  to  fix  beforehand,  tfa 
cife  period  for  which  thefe  provifions  ought  to  laft;  bnt  ifv 
aatcly  His  Majefty's  recovery  (hould  be  protraf^ed  to  a  more 
period  than  there  is  reafonat  piefentto  imagine,  it  will  be  ope 
after  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  to  re  confider  thefe  pro 
whenever  the  circumdance^  appear  to  call  for  it. 

If  Your  Royal  Highnefs    (hould  be  pleafed  to  require  any 
ezplanatioti  on  the  fub}e6^,    and  (liould  condefcend  to  (ignif 
orders,,  that    I  fljould    have    the  honour  of  attending  Your 
Highnefs  for  that  purpofe,  or  to  intimate  any  other  mode  io 
Your  Royal  Highnefs  may  wilb  to  receive  fuch  explanatiooi 
Jrcfpe6tfu11y  wait  Your  Royal  Highoefs's  commanda. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  the  utmoi\  deference  and  fubmilBon^ 
S  I  R, 
Your  Royal  Highncfs'a 

Mod  dutiful  and  devoted  Servant* 

(Signed)  W.     P  I  1 

Doft;m'jtg -Street  f 
Tuefdajf  Night,  DiC.  |o,  .1731. 

1 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pht  obferved,  that   he  muft  now   beg     Mi». 
to  trouble  the  Committee  for  their  attention,  whilft  he  fpoke  Chancel- 

more  io' Pi"- 

JMentu  Cofy  of  the  Paper  delivereifhy  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  Lord 
Chdncellor^  iu  JBLe^ly  to  the  Letter  femt  to  His  Royal  Wghnefs  fr&m 
Mr.  Fin. 

THE  Prince  of  Walci  learns  from  Mr*  Pitt's  letter,  that  t^^c 
pmceedingt  in  Farltament  are  now  in  a  train  which  enables  Mr.  Pitty 
iccording  to  the  intimation  in  his  former  letter,  to  communicate  to 
the  Prince  the  outlines  of  the  Plan  which  His  Ma  jelly's  Confidential 
Bcmntt  conceive  to  be  proper  to  be  propofcd  in  the  prcCnt  circum- 


Concerning  the  ftept  already  taken  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Prince  is 
(lent*— Nothing  done  by  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  can  be  a  pro. 
Iper  fubjed  of  his  animadverfion ;  hut  when  previoufly  to  any  dif- 
niffion  in  Parliament,  the  outlines  of  a  fcheitlc  of  Government  are 
fent  for  his  confidcration,  iu  which  it  is  propofed  that  he  (liall  be  per- 
Cbanlly  And  piincipallv  concerned,  and  by  which  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity, and  the  Public  Welfare  may  be  deeply  afie£tcd,  the  Prince 
Mould,  be  unjuftifiable^  were  he  to  withhold  an  explicit  declaration 
of  hit  fentiments.  His  iilence  might  be  condrUcd  into  a  previous  ap- 
Hfobation  of  a  plan,  the  accomplilhment  of  which  every  motive  of 
incy  to  his  Father  atad  Sovereign)^  as  well  as  of  regard  for  the  Public 
Ifiiercft,  oibliges  him  to  confider  as  injurious  to  both. 

In  thcitate  of  deep  cliftreis,  in  whidi  the  Prince,  and  the  whole 
lluyal  Family  were  involved,  by  the  heavy  calamity  which  has  fallen 
Upon  the  King),  and  at  a  moment  when  Govcrnrhent,  deprived  of  its 
chief  energy  and  fupport,  Teemed  peculiarly  to  need  the  cordial  and 
United  aid  of  all  defcriptions  of  good  fubje^s,  it  was  not  cxpe£lcd  by 
the  Prince,  that  a  plan  (hould  be  offered  to  his  confidcration,  by  which 
Government  was  to  be  rendered  difBcuh,  if  not  impracticable,  in  the 
hinds  of  any  pirHm  intended  lo  reprcfcnt  the  King's  authority— much 
lefs  in  the  hands  of  his  Elded  Bon — the  Heir  Apparent  of  his  king- 
fk)mS|  and  the  perfon  moft  boun-d  to  the  maintenance  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  juft  I^rerogatives  and  Authority,  as  well  as  moft  interclled  iu 
thehappinefs,  the  profpcrity,   and  the  glory  of  the  People. 

The  Prince  forbears  to  remaik  on  the  fcvcral  parts  of  the  Ikctch 
Uf  the  plan  laid  before  him  ;  he-  apprehends  it  muft  have  been  formed 
^'ith  fufBciCnt  deliberation  to  preclude  the  probability  of  any  argu- 
|B«ot  of  his  producing  an  alteration  of  fentimcrr  in  the  projc61ois  of 
il»  But  he  trufts,  with  cojifidcnce,  to  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  Par- 
liament, when  the  whole  of  the  fubjtCr,  and  the  ciicumftanccs  con- 
ncftcd  with  it,  [hall  come  under  thtir  dcliberatii)n. 

He  obfervcs  therefore,  only  generally  on  the  hcnds  communicated 
°y  Mr.  Pitt — an4  It  li  with  deep  regret  the  Prince  makes  the  bbfcrVa- 
^'on,  that  he  fees,  in  the  contents  of  that  paper,  a  projfeft  for  pro- 
ducing weaknefs,  difordcr^  and  infcciirity  in  every  branch  of  the 
Mminiftration  of  affairs. — A  projeft  for  dividing  the  Royal  Family 
"^ni  each  other — for  fcp?rating  ihe  Crurt  from  the  State,  find  there- 
fore by  disjoining  Government  from  its  natural  and  accuftomed  fup* 
J>ort — A  fcheme  for  difconneciing  the  authority  to  commai\d^\:vN\^c, 
^^  the  power  of  animating  it  by  reward  j  and  for  aWotnii^  to  \.\vC 
'^nceali  th^  invidious  duti^i  of  Govcrnmeut.   \NuV\out  V.\\e  rv\ta\-\^  oi 
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more  particularly  than  he  had  before  done,  to  the  fifth  ; 
lution  which  he  fliould  have  the  honour  topropofe  for  1 

c 

fof^ening  them  to  the  Public,  by  any  one  aft  of  graqe,  fevou 
benignity. 

The  Prince's  feelings  on  contemplating  this  plan, are  alfo  ren 

.  flill  more  painful  to  him,  by  obferving  that  it  is  not  founded  oi 

general    principle,    but  is   calculated  to  infufe  jealoufies  and  j 

cion  (wholly  groundlefs,  he  trufts)  in  that  quarter,  whofe  confii 

it  will  ever  be  the  firft  pride  of  his  life  to  merit  and  obtain. 

With  regnrd  to  the  motive  and  obje6t  of  the  limitations  an 
iiri£iions  propofed,  the  Prince  can  have  but  little. to  obfervc. 
light  or  information  is  offered  him  by  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  on 
points.  They  have  informed  him  what  the  powers  are  which 
mean  to  refufe  him,  not  why  they  are  withheld. 

The  Prince,  however, — holding  as  he  does,  that  it  i&anundoi 
.  and  fundamental  principle  of  this  Conftitution,  that  the  powers 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  vefted  there,  as  a  truft  for  the  Ik 
of  the  People ;  and  that  they  are  facred  only  as  they  are  ncccffa 
the  prcfervation  of  that  poife  and  balance  of  the  Conftitution,  n 
experience  has  proved  to  be  the  true  fecurity  of  the  liberty  oi 
fubjeft — muft  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  the  plea  of  public  u 
ought  to  be  ftrong,  manifell,  and  urgent,  which  calls  for  the 
.  tiu£tion  or  fufpenfion  of  any  one  of  thofe  effential  rights  in  the 
preme  Power,  "or  its -Reprefentative  ;  or  wTiich  can  juftify  the  Pi 
in  confcnting,  that,  in  his  perfon,  an  experiment  ihall  be  mad 
afcertain  with  how  fmall  apportion  of  the  kingly  power  the  excci 
government  of  this  country  may  be  carried  on. 

The  Prince  has  only  to  add,  that  if  fecurity  for  His  Majefty'i 
poffeffing  his  rightful  government,  whenever  it  fliall  pleafe  Provide 
in  bounty  to  the  country,  to  remove  the  calamity  with  which  -bi 
aiBiftcd,  be  any  part  of  the  objcft  of  this  plan,  the  Prince  hzn 
to  be  convinced  that  any  meafure  is  neceflary,  or  even  condiu 
to  that  end,  to  be  the  fiift  to  urge  it  as  the  preliminary  and  p 
mount' coniiJcration  of  any  fcttlement  in  which  be  would  coafec 
ihare. 

If  attention  to  what  it  is  prefumcd  might  be  His  Majelly'i  f 
ings  and  wiflies  on  the  happy  day  of  his  recovery,  be  the  object, 
with  the  trutft  fmcerity  the  Prince  exprcflcs  his  firm  convi£lion,  i 
no  event  would  be  more  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  his  Royal  Fall 
than  the  knowledge,  that  the  government  of  his  Son  and  Reprcfeti 
live  had  exhibited  the  Sovereign  Power  of  the  realm  in  a  ftate  of 
grcdatibn,  of  curtailed  authority,  and  diminifhed  energ^y— *t  ft: 
liurtful  in  pra^i^icc  to  the  profperity  and  good  government  of  hit  Ffo 
and  injurious  in  ints  precedent  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Moxurch,  and 
rights  of  his  family. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  plan  which  regards  the  King's  real  aod|: 

fonal  propel  ty,thePrince  feels  himfelf  compelled  to  remark;  that  it ' 

not   nccefiTary  for   Mr.  Pitt,  nor   proper  to   fuggcft   to  the  Pri« 

tlic   rcilraint    he   propofca   a^auvft  the  rrince*$  granting    away 

Xi'ng's  real  and   pcrfonal  pro^tn^*     TVvt'^VxYvtt  Acn.%  not  concei 

that,  during    the    Kind's  \v?e,  Vvc  \%,  b^  Unn',  txvu\\t^  xa  tbsJia 
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toafideration.  The  foundation  upon  which  he  had  gone,  for 
aflT  this  ixieafures  he  had  propofed,  was  the  exigency  of  the 
ckk;  they  wer^  bound  to  provide  the  means  for  the  difpatch 
of  public  biifinefsy  and  for  the  difcharge  of  the  executive  au- 
tjiority  :  they  werealfo  equally  bound  to  two  other  objefts : 
the  care  of  the  Royal  Perfon  of  His  Majefty,  and  the 
prefervacion  of  his  dignity,  which  ought  to  be  infeparahle 
f(Om  him  during  his  prefent  indifpofition.  With  a  view  to 
both,  but  efpecially  the  latter  of  thefe  points,  the  lift  refo- 
Jntion  had  proceeded.  On  the  firft  he  would  but  lightly 
dwell,  coiiceivmg  that  all  muft  agree  to  the  care  of  His  Ma- 
jefty*s  perfon  being  entrufted  to  the  Queen.  He  would  not 
fSr  a  moment  entertain  an  opinion,  that  to  her  guardianfhip 
there  could  exift  the  lea  ft  objeflion ;  he  would  not  anticipate^ 
becanfe  he  did  not  believe,  the  exiftence  of  a  differcno?  of 
opinion  oh  that  fubjedl ;  he  therefore  thought  it  unnecef- 
urj  and  difficult  to  argue,  as  it  appeared  to  be  like  debating 
'~\  a  felf-evident  propofition  :  for  under  ihe  charadler,  un- 
,  the  virtues,  and  under  the  feelings,  of  that  great  and 
able  perfonage,  he  was  confident  that  there  would  hardly 
if^  heart  in  the  country,  which,  while  it  deplored  the  fatal 
JItidtaelancholy  neceffity  that  exifted,  would  not  at  the  fama 
obinentfeel  a  confiderable  degree  of  fupport  and  alleviation, 
jh  the  remembrance  that  under  fuch  guardianfliip,  with  fo 
ipuch  propriety  and  fafety,  might  be  entrufted  the  care  of 
theSoveriegn.  He  would  avoid  expatiating  upon  that  fubjeft, 
foling  it  not  refpeClful  to  the  Committee  to  argue  on  a  pro- 
priety 

•lination  to  polTefs  any  fuch  power.  But  it  remains  with  Mr.  Pitt  fo 
^fider  th^  eventual  mtcrcfts  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  to  provide  a 
proper  and  nnural  fecurity  againft  the  mifmanagcment  of  them  by 
Kheit. 

The  Prince  has  difcharged  an  indirpcufahle  duty,  in  thus  giving 
lis  free  opinion  on  the  plan  fubmiticd  to  his  confideration. 

His  conviction  of  the  evils  which  may  arife  to  the  King's  inrcrcfts, 
3  the  peace  and  happincfs  of  the  Royal  Fumily,  and  to  the  fafcry  and 
welfare  of  the  nation,  from  tlie  government  of  the  country  remaining 
►ogcr  in  its  prclcnt  maimed  and  dehilitarcd  ftate,  outweighs,  in  the 
rincc's  mind,  every  other  confideration,  and  will  determine  him  to 
ndertake  the  painful  trud  impofed  upon  him  by  the  prcfcut  melan-* 
loly  neceifity  (which  of  all  the  King's  fubjccts  he  deplores  the  moft) 
I  full  confidence,  that  the  affection  and  loyalty  to  the  King,  the  ex- 
irienced  attachment  to  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  generofity 
hichhas  alyvays  diftinguifhed  this  nation,  will  carry  him  through  the 
any  difiiculties,  infeparable  from  this  moft  critical  fituation,  with 
>snfort  to  himfclf,  with  honour  to  the   Kinj,  and  with  advantage 

the  Public. 

(Signed)  Q.  P- 

Carlton  Hou fc. 
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priety  of  conduft  fo  felf- evident,  until  he  ihould  hear,  if  it 
was  poflible  to  be  heard,  an  argument  againft  the  propriety 
of  delegating  fuch  a  truft.  The  next  point  of  the  refolu* 
tion  which  he  fliould  have  to  offer,  and  on  which  he  pre- 
fumed  they  might  differ,  concerned  the  powers  given  to  the 
Queen  to  dil'charge  fuch  a  truft»  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on 
the  other,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  His  Majefty*s  perfon. 
The  Committee  would  pleafe  to  recollefl,  that  while  they 
were  delegating  part  of  the  executive  authority  to  be  exer- 
cifed  in  the  King's  name,  they  were  bound  tp  pi-ovide  for  tho 
fafety  of  their  King,  that  it  might  appear  that  they  had  not 
forgotten  that  he  was  ftill  their  Sovereign ;  and  that  the  Re* 
prefentatives  of  a  faithful  and  loyal  People  ought  not  to  en: 
deavour  to  deprive  His  Majefty,  in  his  prefent  melancholy 
fituation,  of  that  dignity  which  he  enjoyed  at  the  moment  of 
healtht  On  that  ground,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  fub* 
mi t ted  the  principle  on  which  he  went,  contending,  that  it 
was  neceffarily  infeparable  from  Her  Majefty,  in  the  care  to 
be  entrufted  to  her,  to  have  the  whole  direction  of  all  about 
the  perfcn  of  the  King,  The  Lord  Steward,  the  LorJ 
Chamberlain,  and  the  Mafter  of-  the  Horfe,  could  only  be 
confidered  as  the  great  leading  parts  of  the  feveral  divixioni 
of  the  houfehold ;  and,  therefore,  the  only  queftion  which 
could  arife  on  the  propriety  of  their  being  under  the  direflion 
of  the  Queen,  was,  whether  the  alteration  of  circumftanccs 
rendered  it  a  becoming  point,  that  any  alteration  fhould  be 
made  in  the  expence  or  duty  of  fuch  officers,  as  would  with 
the  leaft  degree  of  decency  countenance  the  Parliament,  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  His  Majefty,  which  could  be  confi- 
dered but  as  temporary,  and  which  all  hoped  might  prove  qf 
ihort  duration,  in  the  attempt  to  new  model  his  houfehold 
and  degrade  it  into  a  predicament,  lefs  familiar  to  his  digni- 
ty ?  and  whether  the  management  of  His  Majefty's  domeflic 
affairs  fhould  ftill  remain  to  be  carried  on  through  the  lame 
ham's  to  which  it  had  been  for  fome  time  entrufted,  or  wlie- 
ther  a  new  management  was  to  be  introduced,  dui-ing  the 
prefent  temporary  interval  ?  The  noble  Lord  (North)  in 
the  blue  ribband,  who  could  not  help  fpeaking  with  inge- 
nuity, and  who  poffefled  much  real  information,  hut  who, 
on  a  former  day,  had  only  difplayed  his  ingenuity,  and 
withholden  his  information,  had  told  them  of  the  eafe  with 
which  thofe  officers  might  be  feparated  from  the  houfehold! 
but  he  willied  toafkthis  queftion,  Whether  it  would  prove 
decent  at  fuch  a  moment,  thus  early,  and  with  the  well- 
grounded  hopes  of  a  recovery,  to  try  the  experiment,  1m)W 
far  they  might  new  model  and  limit  His  Majefty's  houfehold? 
He  mainLained,  that  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the  affec- 
pn  of  the  People,  at  fuc\i  x^  ;iV\^\o\xs  ^^x\vi*\^  \oVrYL\t^tv 
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timents,  in  order  to  introduce  a  neve  fyftem.  A  cry  o( 
ear  !  prevailing,  Mr.  Pitt  exprefled  his  hopes,  that  the  no- 
sLordy  and  thofe  who  noticed  his  aflertion,  would  attempt 
prote  to  the  Committee,  in  a  manner  at  leaft  as  national, 
mGftent,  and  parliamentary,  the  contrary  ;  hut,  for  vrhat 
\  afferted,  he  appealed  not  only  to  the  feelings,  but  to  tlie 
afon  of  the  Committee.  It  was  an  appeal,  which  the  more 
was  confidered  would  be  found  the  more  to  deferve  the  at* 
ntion  of  that  Houfe.  He  wifhed  to  a(k  whether  it  was 
:)^ient  to  annihilate  e/ery  appearance  of  external  dignity; 
beth6r  it  was  confident  with  reafon  and  found  policy,  at 
lemoment  when  the  Sovereign  was  incapacitated  from  ex- 
cifing  his  authority,  to  feparate  all  appearance  of  Sove- 
Mgnty  from  his  prefent  fituation.  When  tliefe  queftions 
lould  be  confidered,  he  could  not  fee  how  it  was  pollible  to 
Biiv  the  propriety  of  allotting  the  diredlion  of  the  houfehold 
1)  tier  Majefly  ;  or  to  aflcrt  that  the  prefervation  of  the 
aftemal  dignity  of  the  King,  was  incon£flent  with  the  du* 
y'ftf  the  People. 

•The general  grounds  on  which  tliey  had  heard  it  ohjefled 
^Inlkf  was,  that  fuch  a  power  being  entrufled  to  Her  Ma- 
efty,  would  form  fo  large  an  influence,  and  fo  extenfive  a 
{Mtronage,  as  to  render  it  impoflible  that  any  government 
[&ould  be  carried  on  with  the  leaft  cfk6\.  f'or  that,  how- 
p^r,  he  fhould  referve  his  remarks  until  he  fliould  hear  it 
tiiore  fully  explained  He  would  neverthelefs  fpeak  fhortly 
on  the  argument  on  which  this  principle  turned.  It  fupnofed 
that  a  degree  of  political  influence  would  neceflfarily  follow 
patronage.  He  admitted  that  a  degree  of  political  influence, 
likriy  to  he  exercifed,  was  an  evil.  He  wifhed  however  to  afk 
thofegentlemen  who  contended  againft  the  power  that  the  pro- 
pofed  efVablifhment  might  create,  whether  eflabliflimcnts 
llad  not  been  created,  much  more  likely  to  have  been  exer- 
cifed againfl  the  executive  authority  ?  When  gentlemen  re- 
colle£ied,  that  fuch  eflablifliments  had  \em  forme;',  he  did 
not  take  too  much  upon  himfelf,  when  he  contendt-d,  that 
^hat  had  not  been  denied  to  branches  of  the  Royal  Family, 
ought  not  to  be  denied  to  the'  Sovereign  himfelf,  while  la- 
houring  under  temporary  illnefs  ;  an  argument  that  reverted 
to  the  propriety  of  continuing  to  His  Majefty  his  eftjblilli- 
nient.  If  gentlemen  difagreed  to  iV.ch  a  continuance  of  His 
Majefly's  houfehold,  if  they  were  lefs  regardful  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  dignity  at  the  prefent  moment,  than  when  in  ht-ahh, 
it  )vould  be  expedled  from  them  to  fhew  tlieir  reafon s,  and 
fete  the  danger  of  fuch  patronage,  as  would  he  obtained  by 
tlve  neceflary  powers,  for  a  temporary,  and  peilmps  a  fhort 
interval.  The  argument  of  the  dan^-fT  of  tliti  ^latronatrp^ 
fff/Tjed  upon  the  fuppofition^  that  iho\^  \\\io  w^ie  u^.nn  \\\ 
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His  Majeft.y's  fervice,  would  a6l:  in  c^pofition  to  another. 
%dminiflrati9n.  If  tliat  was  ofiered  as  an  argument  agaii^ 
t}ie  reftriftioQS,  he  denied  the  truth  of  it.  Suppof^  ^PfX 
xnooQ^nt,  and  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  fuch.  a  coadifd^^ 
was  likely  to  be  puffoeci.  A  fa(^ou$  oppofition,  he  y^as 
bold  to  f;^,  thej  would  never  engage  in;  he  wilhed..  nol:, 
]iowever,  that  any  man  fliould  rfsft  on  its  a^rt^on»  or  upon^ 

.    tJie  aflertipn  of  any.  other  man,;  it  was  f >ubHc  condufl  which^ 
;^Ione  fpoke  to. the, People  the  condu6^.  of  public  men;  be 
then.wjlhed  to  a{k>  whether,  if  they  purf|i«l,the  coridiift  olj 
a  defperate  fa£lioiior  cabal,  it  was  likely  that  they  ilioul^' 
meQt.with  fupport.  from  the  People  ;  fupport  equa|,  to  that 
whifch  they  had  received  while  in  Gove/nxpent ;  wasit.likdy 
that  fuch  a  faftion  fhould  be  fuppprted  by  the  authority, of 
the  country  at  large ;  would  it  not  depend  on  the  inde^jen- 
dant  Members,  of  thatHoufe,  and  on  the  IJcpgle?  What- 
ever might  be  the  patronage  annexed  to  the  powers  pro- 
posed to  be  granted  to  Her  Majefty,  he  wifl^cd  to  alt,  whc-   . 
ther   it  was  likely  that   the  patronage  entrufted' to  lach 
hands  would  be  granted  to  enable  a  faction  tp  obftrucjl  wira 
its  weight,!  the  government  of  the  Regent  I  Was  it;  Ukelj; 
if  fo  given,  that  it  could  make  it  predominant  to  the  acca- 
mulatcd  patronage  of  government r  Or,  did  it  appear  prob- 
ble,  that  the  Queen  would  fupport  a  fi^dlion,  thus  to  oppofa 
the  wife  and  prudent  meafdresof  the  government  of  her  fon! 
Was  it  likely  that  His  Majefty's  Mmifters,  in  the  prefent 
calamitous  ai)d  diftrafted  fiate  of  aflFairs,  forgetful  of  theif 
duty'to  their  country,  forgetful  of  their  duty  to  the  condi- 
tution,  and  forgetful  of  their  duty  to  HiP3>  whofe  ds.ireft  m* 
ter^ft  was  the  welfare  of  his  empire,  would  negki^  the  m^ 
tereft  of  the  People,  to  form  a  fadlious  oppoGtion,  In  orJer  ' 
;to  obflru£l  the  neceffary  meafures  of  government  ?  Coold  it 
be  fuppofed,  that  perfons  ftanding  in  luch  a  fituatlon,  wouli 
fadbioufly  unite  to  the  injury  ot  a  country,  or  of  a  Govern- 
ment, .of  which  they  might,  on  His  Majefty's  roroveryi 
pgain  be  called,  and  the  intcreft  of  which  it  had  appeared  to 
be,  and  ever  would  be,  their  honour  and  ambition  to  advance? 
He  wiflied  again  to  afk,  whether  in   the  fituation  in  whifh 
Her  iVlajefty  was  placed,  it  appej^red  likely  that  ihe  flioaU 
fupport  fuch  a  faftion  as  he  had  defcribecl  ?  It  was  an  idea 
which  he  did  not  believe  was^lt  or  imagined  by  any  one, 
and  on  whicli  lie  therefore  wot^  not  dwell  any  longef*    It 
.was  due  to  His  Majefty  from  a  loyal  People,  not  to  deftroy 
that  fyftein  which  his  Majefty  had  adopted  for  the  man^ 
ment  of  his  houfehold.     The  Committee  ought  not  ft*" 
ftroy  the  dignity  due  to  His  Majefty;  and  the  care  fif  jHi* 

.  Ainjeily  and  the  governmeni  of  the  houfehold  ought  to  w 

cntnified  to  the  QueeH.  -  ^, 

-    A  ^\* 
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■Adr.  Chancellor  Pitt  projioKd  the  following^  qiieftion  t— » 
^^liat  the  care  of  His  Majefly's  Royal*  perfon,  during  the 
*  continu:in<  ^f  His  Majeily's  il/n«s,  fhould  be  commit- 
"  ted  to  the  Qacen'sMort  Excellent  'Majiefty ;  and,  that 
**  Her  Mnjerty  fhouJd  have  power  to  remove  from,  'and  to 
^^, Dominate  and  appoir^t  f ucfa  perfont '  as '  fhe  fliaU  think 
'*  proper,  to  the  fcveral  ofiices  in  His'M^ljlefty'i  hoalehold, 
*'  and  to  difpdfe,  order-,  and  manage,  "all  othef  matters  an4 
^*  things  relating  to  the  care  of  His'Majeftv'sRoyial  perfon, 
**  do  ring  the  time  aforer:iid.  And  tKat  for  the  better  en- 
*'  ailing  Her  Majefly  to  Jifcharge  this  important  tmft,  it 
**  is  alio  expedient  that  a  Council  fhoiuld  be  appointed  to 
"  advife  and^affift  Her  Majefty  in  the  fevcral  matters  afore- 
**  faidj  and  with  powerj  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  fee 
'^  caufe,  to  examine,  upon  oa^h,  the  phyficians  and  others 
iLtauching  th^  fiate  of  His  Majefty's  health,  and  all  inat- 
Klers  relative  thereto,"  '  ^ 

Lord  A4ahland^   rifnig  next,  obferved  that,  called  upon      Lord 
aihe  had  been,  he  could  not  avoid  inftantly  declaring,  that  if  Maitlac 
be  had  anfwered  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument 
many  other  way?  than  by  the  gefture  or  expreffion  which 
he  had  betrayed,  he  fhould  have  forgotten  what  was  due  to 
ttmfelfas   a   Member  of  that  Houfe.     He  Was   ready   to 
agree  with  every  panegyric  oh  the  virtues  of  Her  Majcfty  ; 
fhe  was  unlverfally  known  to  be  eminently  amiable  and  vir- 
I'tious,    and  as  fuch^    he  confidered  her  with  proper  venc- 
ntion.     On  her  amiable  qualities,  however,  the  >iueftion  did 
^jiot  refl  ;  the  propofitioa  for  maintaining  the  dignity  t)f  His 
Mijefty,  he  conceived  to  be  particularly  mlfplaced.    "It  was 
a  tlignity,  under  his  prefcnt  unfortunate  and  mortifying  cir- 
cumftances,  uniit  to  be  bellnwed,  and  could  oiily  beget  con- 
j^mely  ;  it  was  a  dignity  which  tended  not  to  make  his  fub- 
Jedls  look  up  to  him  witli  reference,  but  to  niakelhem  con- 
tempt uo  lis  fc offers.     If  die  Houfe  was  not  loft  to  every  prin- 
ciple,   it   could   not  adopt  the  refolution  as  propbfed.      At 
tlifi  infllgation  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  Houfe 
had  pgreedj  that  hi  coiljundiwi  with  the  other  Houfe,- they 
had  a  right  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  of  the  executive 
Government;  a  refolntlon  which  he  had  thought  wrong  ; 
hut  it  had  pafledj  and  the  Prince  was  Acknowledged  as'  a 
proper  perfon  to  fill  the  lltuation  of  Regent,     Ihe  HqUfe 
confiJeted   that  he,  who  waj  interefted  in  the  ptefervation 
oftheempirt^  bee  a  uie  lie  was  to  fill  the  throne  in  future, 
Was/  of  courfe,   the  fittelt  pi^rfon  to  be  trufted  with  the  Re- 
gcticy  ;  they  had  aho  refolved,  on  a  very' good  principle,  that 
the  Prince,  being  inreiefted,  fliould  not  be  trufted  with  fhe 
::are  of  the  Royal  perfon  of  the  Sovereign  ;  a i>d,  therefore, 
fths  CQwiuittc^  HiouU  agr^t  to  the  prsfent  reto\xst\ox\s^'^^ 
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would  give  the  lie  to  their  principles.    That  Her  Majefty 
-fliould  feel  an  intereft,  was  natural.     She  had.anintereftas 
a  wife,  and  the  Prince  had  an  intereft  as  a  Ion*    Her  Ma* 
jefty  ftood  under  the  refolution  in  a  very  diferent  li^ht.    He 
would  readily  agree  that,  if  Her  Majefty  had  no  part  of  the 
executive  power,  (he  would  be  the  ntteft  pelrlbn  to  have  tiis 
care  of  UisMajefty;  but,  interefted  as  ihe  was  propoM  ttf 
be  by  the  refolution,  (he  would  be^    in  his  opinion,  ftocv 
interefted  than  the   Prince,  and  poflefling  fiich  piower,  bs 
highly  improper,  and  inadequate   to  fuch  truft*     Noveltjf 
was  a  fafcinating  circumftance  to  the  homaft  miiyly  and  the 
new  poffeffion  of  power  might  warp  and  prejudice  the  purcft 
bofoms.     Independent  of  that  argument,  he  had,  however^ 
a  fpecial  ohjedlion  to  Her  Majefty's  being  intf ufted  with  the 
King's  perfon,  arifing  out  of  the  Report  on  the  table :  they 
knew  what  muft  be  Her  Majefty's  anxiety  ;  they  all  felt  her 
anxious,  her  virtuous,  and  her  dutiful  WiQies  On  the  occa< 
fion ;  they  felt  that  this  anxiety  might  lead  her  to  a  tielief 
of  a  too  favourable  report  of  the  ftate  of  her  Royal  confoFt's 
health,  and,  though  fuch  commendable  anxiety  might  tt* 
dound  to  her  honour,  and  fecure  to  her  univerfal  ahd  in- 
violable efteem,    it  operated  againft  her  being   (oldy  in- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  Sovereign,  efpecially  when  there 
were  Princes  of  tlie  Blood  in  the  country  who  were  the 
King's  brothers.     The  right  honourable  gentleman,   on  a 
former  night,  had  fpokenofthe  neceffity  of  continuing  about 
His  Majefty  his  ufual  attendants  ;  yet  this  point  would  not 
be  ejFedked  by  the  prcfent  refolution  ;  for,  it  gave  Her  Ma- 
jefty  the  power  not  only  to  continue  but  to  remove.    Bf 
the  refolution  before  the  Committee,  they  were  going  to  fe- 
ver tlie  executive  power  of  the  country,  and  give  a  ««*t 
part  of  it  to  the  Queen,  without  any  refponixbility.     w6o 
was  to  be  the  refponfible  perfon  ?  Were  they  to  look  to  ths 
Queen  ?  No  !    Were  they  to  look  to  her  Council  of  Adfkel 
No  !  for  they  were  not  a  Council  of  Power.     The  Queen 
would  be  intrufted  with  a  patronage  of  upwards  of  So^ooblt 
yearly  ;  and  fuch  a  power,  he  conceived,  would,  in  a  gratt 
oieafure,  take  away,  if  not  totally  annihilate,  all  refponfiU" 
lity  in  theRegeni'sMinifters;  it  would  create  that  monfler» 
hitherto  unknown  to  the  conftitution,  a  foUrth  eftate  ill  th 
Realm ;  it  would  be  exercifingall  that  unbounded  aixlbitioo, 
all  that  wifli  for  patronage,  all  theunconftitutional  attempts 
charged,  but   falfely   charged,    upon    his  right  honourable 
friend.     On  the  comparifoii  of  his  right  honourable  frieirfi 
India  bill  with  the  prefent  proportion,  he  could  dwellwidi 
p!f afure,  but  not  then ;   at  a  moment  like  the  pppftnf^-^ 
conceived  it  improper  to  ^mwfc  tV\t  Howfe  with  ridicnih   ff 
tb^  right  honourable   geut\eia:iu  v<o\x\^?tir«  \v\tciL\w«^ 
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picftnt  xnotioR  could  facilitate-  the  King's  recovery,  he 
ii;<9^1d  wUUngly  complixnent  the  right  hcfiourable  geiitJeman 
vkh  bis  vote;  he  |»e]ieved  that  no  fuch  reafon  could  be 
liewTi;  }ie  believed  that  no  leafoti  at  all ''like  it  could  be 
ftiewn.  Perhaps,  there  were  fome  fecret  reaforw,  whic?l 
tbofe'who  knew  tlW  human  heart,  might  gueis^  but  no  mor- 
tal coul4judge'>of;  th^  i^^ght  honourable  gentleman  might 
^ve  once  climbed  into  pov^er  by  a  contemptible  line  of  po- 
Uticsy  and  the  right  honouu^ble  gentkman,  he  faw,  ha<l  a 
|ijaa  again  to  wound  the  conftitution  of  his  ^country,  for 
yrMfth  reafon  benrould  not  give  him  his  vote.  He  had  lYOt 
l^jBoft^fiwlgpine  hoj)es  of  HisMajelly's  recovery;  ha  harl 
Wamiu^d  the  negifter  of  the  principal  hofpiial  for  the  malsdy 
i^lbe  kingdctni),  and  found,  that  out  of  125  rcc^-^ived  in  tl.e 
convfe  of  tea  yeafs^.  there  was  not  rnoie  than  one  in  four  re- 
^(Offered*  When  the  welfare  of  his  Sovereign,  the  Prince  of 
iWj»les,  and  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  came  in  competition,  it 
mftact  eafy  to  afTert  which  weiglied  moft  with  him.  The 
Committee  could  not  content  to  the  refolution^  v/itlK)ut 
nbandoning  the  principles  of  thoConilitution. 
•■  Mr.  S/KT/ obferved  that,  althougli  not  afteflir.jf  to  po'iTcls'^M.- Sr., 
^y  of  the  brilliant  powers  of  elocution,  yet,  whinhchi^ird 
|i^  right  bonpurable  gentleman,  in  the  con r Is  of  !i:r.  fpccch, 
tall  upon,  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  know  why  rluie  w:is« 
, that ()utcry,  he  muft  fignify  his  difapprobation  by  his  voice. 
[A  laugh  fro](k)  the  other  fide.}  Mr.  Stutt  faid,  he  cared 
•Botibr  their  laughing;  he  loved  his  country  as  much  asthf. 
right  honourable  gentlesnan.  'J  he  light  honourable  gentl«.-  . 
Q9D  had  boafted  of  the  univerfnl  appiaufe  of  the  People, 
'yhcreas  I>e,  refiding  in  London,  liad  been  the  firfl  to  inform 
Ihflrconftituents,  the  eledlors  of  Jliidport,  what  was  gorng 
forward  in  that  Houfe.  He  did  not,  Mr.  Sturt  faid,  quote 
I)tiiio{\henes,  when  he  faw  ai\  atv-mpt  made  to  new  modti' 
the  Ci^nftituiion,  but  voted  npuinlV  tir.s  attempt,  witliout 
Endeavouring  to  come  forward  as  a  i  ival  otator. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  confidered  the  ]>refent  as  a  violent  uiv  Mr.M. 
Conftitutionai  attempt,  and   he  wiflied  the  Conftitution  to    Tiylo 
xeoi^in  entire  :  the  whole  executive  powers  of  Governif.ent 
lie  bad  always  underftood  were  given  for  the  l/enent  of  the, 
People,  aiid  that  power  ought  to  beexercifed  by  tlie  executive 
officer,  the  Regent,  for  the  benefit  of  the  People,   unmuti- 
kted;  the  jtftridtions  not  only  took  from  the  Regent  a  ma- 
terial part    of  the  executive  authority,  but  vtftcd  it   in  a 
party.     The  chief  objecl ion  againft    the  India  bill  of  Mr. 
Fox  was,  that  it  created  a  fourth  eflate.     Thofe  who  fli^ild 
have  the  care  of  His  Majefty's  perfon,  he  contended,  ought 
to  have  no  other  intereft  whatever;  the  pov;er  \)K»\xAA  \tv 
he  given  be  conSdered  as  unknown  to  the  Corv^^vXMV/j^v.^  wvA 
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as  tending  to  cripple  the  new  Government,  and  fettering  th^ 
Prince,  againft  whom  no  reftraints  whatfoever  (hould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  have  an  influence. 
Sir  John       Sir  John  Swinburne  faid,  that  in  the  arguments  to  be  ad- 
jwinburnc  yanced  on  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  ,a  certain  degree  of 
refpedl  was  due  to  Her  Majefty,  and  a  certain  degree  of  r«- 
fpcdl  was  alfo  due  to  the  Heir  Apparent,  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.     He  confidered  the  prefent  refo- 
lution  as  improper;  it  tendod  tcuintroduce  a  divided  Govern- 
ment, and  a  Goverr.iiient  (li'/ukd  in  itfelf,  muft  neceflTarily     | 
be  weak  ;  as  a  noble  Lord  liad  ([uoted  Greek,  he  would  quote    > 
a  few  words  of  I^arin  ;  it  was  Impcrnim  in  Lnperioy  whieh 
was  the  charafler  of  the  Regency,  as  about  to  be  eOablilhed.    ' 
They  were  going  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executive    f 
power  the  executive  truft,  and  give  part  of  it  over  to  thofe 
hands  ^i^hich  were  not  refponfible,  to  thofe  who  were  com- 
pletely abftraded  from  all  fliare  in   the  Government,  who 
never  were  likely  to  enjoy  fuch  power  on*Hi^  Majefty's  n^ 
covery  from  his  prefent  diforder,  nor  ever  ought  to  be  pof- 
fefled  of  it.     He  afl^ed  the  lawyers,  whether  propertyidU 
not  always  deicend,    and  whether  it  was  ever  afcendlUeJ 
He  faw  no  good  end  the  prefent  refolution  could  obtain  ;'<yft 
the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  calculated  to  promote  nb^ 
.  thing  hut   divifion  and   anarchy.     He  conceived,  with  the 
powers  propofed,  it  was  improper  to  entruft  Her  Majttftj 
(who,  he  faid,  iinlefs  prompted  to  it,  was  the  laft  perfot 
who  ought  to  have  ftepped  forward)  with  the  care  of  tiw 
King's  perfon,  alone,  as  Ihe  might  be  mifguided  by  evil  CQurf- 
fellors.  f." 

Mr.  Pul-      Mr.  Puiteney  obferved,  that  if  it  could  be  made  out  fiist 
tcncy.      jjy  giving  the  powers  of  the  refolution  to  the  Queen,  tiitf^ft 
was  any  reafon  that  could  he  advanced  of  the  probability' rf 

*  her  concealing  the  recovery  of  the  King,  he  /Iiould  <^onu(iflr 
fuch  reafon  a  fair  argument,  .ind  a  good  objedtion  to  thprt^ 
folution.     He  confidered  that  no  fuch  reafon  could  be  iwB 

■  founded;  and  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  indifpcnfablk^nc- 
ceiTary  that  every  dc^gKt!:  of  power  over  the  houfehold  fiiblU 
l)e5;i\Tn  to  Her  jVlaW-ily,  to  eiiahle  her  to  dilbharge  tkeiAr, 
ties  of  her  truft.  The  argument  af3;ainft  her  having  fiidbi* 
power,  went  on  the  fuppofition  tliat  fiie  could  forgd-'iMr 
duty  to  h.r  King,  her  hnlhand,  the  intrreft^.fhe^felt  in  coDOl' 
mon  with  him,  in  refpec:!:  to  his  return  to  his  former  ftatftflf 
i'ovcr^i,:^!!  pov/er,  r.iA  the  duty  and  affeiflion  which  (he  owrf 
to  the  V'eople.  Such  ilUher/*.!  fuppontion?,  he  was  confideRli 
w^e  not  we}!  fo^jndo'd  ;  they  were  untrue.     Ohje£iioniM 

*  hvjen  made  to  tlu^  patronage  of  the  power  tliat  was  pvopotA 
tn  /;f?  rjiven  to  Her  MajeViy^  HewKhedto  alk  whethertte 
Tiiic-iic  'kvas  fo  wcp.k  U\:\t   an\   \i^\tos\,  mv.\v\y\^^^«  ^ 
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Ntttng  eighty-  or  a  hundred  thoofand  pounds,  or  the 
of  two  or  three  perfons  in  that  Houfe,  and  of  the  Lords 
J  Bedchamber  in  the  other,  could  (hake  it  ?  The  Throne 
on  no  fach  grounds  ;  it  was  far  more  iirmly  efliiblifti- 
Hc  was  old  enough  to  remember  the  days  when  it  had 
nefelyed  that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  too  great, 
Qght  to  be  diminifhed.  He  voted  for  that  quell  ion, 
e  did  not  think  the  influence  of  the  Crown  fufficiently 
riihed.  Was  it  fo  altered  at  the  prefent  moment,  that 
ttle  patronage  of  the  houfehold  could  not  be  difpenlL-d 
i  Let  the  Committee  conftder  the  patronage  of  the 
»  jthepatronage  of  the  navy,  of  the  cuftoms,  of  the  ex- 
and  of  all  other  oflSces,  which  pervaded  every  corner  of 
kingdom,  and  then  let  them  contend,  if  they  coulJ, 
:he  patronage  of  the  houfehold  was  neceffary.  The 
It  queftion  did  not,  however,  reft  upon  thofe  powers 
tronage,  but  upon  a  temporary  regulation  for  fupply- 
le  prefent  deficiency,  and  for  taking  care  of  the  fafe  re- 
>f  the  Sovereign  to  his  government,  whenever  he  fhould 
ftored  to  his  People.  He  did  not  agree  to  any  reftric- 
on  the  Prince,  from  any  fear  of  the  motives  by  which 
IS  a£luated ;  he  wifhed  only  to  guard  againft  every  pof- 
f  of  danger.  Would  any  one  contend,  that  in  the 
n  fituation  of  Europe,  Government  could  not  go  on 
rat  that  fort  of  influence.  He  thought  that  the  coun- 
3uld  be  governed  eafily  and  properly,  if  the  Minifters 
5  Regent,  whoever  they  might  be,  conduced  thcmfelvcs 
:irably ;  the  people,  as  they  had  lately  fliewn,  were  al- 
ready to  give  every  honeft  and  jurt  tribute  ofadmira- 
(nd  applaufe.  Let  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  likely  to 
into  office  at  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Regency,  think 
was  ^ood  for  the  country,  and  honourable  for  thcni- 
;.  When  they  faid  that  they  could  not  govern  without 
itronage  of  the  houfehold,  the  patronage  of  every  baker 
utcher  employed  by  the  Royal  family,  if  they  aded 
htly,  they  would  ftand  in  need  of  no  fuch  patronage, 
diuolution  of  Parliament  was  a  remedy  in  their  power, 
xAioTi  fhould  arife.  *He  was  not  prefent  when  the 
•on  of  the  right  of  the  two  Houfes  to  provide  for  the 
ency  of  the  executive  authority,  and  name  a  Regent, 
een  agitated;  yet,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  he  would 
given  his  hearty  vote  in  fiipport  of  that  right,  and  he 
i  now  vote  as  heartily  for  the  reftridUons.  He  would 
Jmit  of  the  probability  of  the  Lords  forming  a  cabal  « 

ft  the  Regent's  Minifters,  but  he  conceived,  tha\  if 
fifbther  unconflitutional  bill  as  the  well-known  India 
ilOQld  be  again  brought  in,  then  it  would  not  prove  un- 
'?'      '  *  LI  2  \\\jt\^ 
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lifcely  but  fuch 
Lewis  a  very  heaiJ 


nfI|tTatioii  ^jg^  led  tiie  BejtJMindxit 


Sght  xigainfl  its  paffing;* 

Sir  John       Srr  yohn  Swinburne  (aid,  tliat  the  reiblarion  was  inMsii^ 

Swijtburwc  JlJble,  even  on  the  principle  ftated  by  the  right  faonoinable 

.gentleman,  becaufe  it  granted  powers  wliich  were  not  ne* 

JctS^uiY  attached  to  theguardianihipof  tlie  King^^  petfoo. 

Tl>e   patronage  acjounted  nearly  to  soo,too1.   annoalln 

whkh  was  uiwloubtddly  depriving  the  executive  power  af 

'.  a  very  important  fliareof  the  Royal  prcrogatcire.. 

f^i^^      Sir  Jx^mesJobrylBni  beliei^d,  on  his  confcicBce,  «i;rt  tte 

°"**  Queen  vvas  themoft  proper  perfon  to  have  the 'car*  of  tte 

King ;  but  h«  begged  leave  to  a(k,  if  any  remedy  had  llM 

provided  i«  cafe  of  the  death  of  Her  Majefty  ?    He  Itncwil 

was  treafon  to  imagine  the  death  of  the  King,  but  t\y&  iaM 

law  did  not  apply  to  tlieQiteen. 

Mr.  Mr.  Ikuvirie  obierved,  that  it  was  always  with  reTiii5lai*# 

Boiivciic.  i\i^x  herofe  to  deliver  his  fentiraents;  but  on  a  fubjefiiDf 

fuch  fingular  importance,  in  which  not  only  we  ourfelWi^ 

but  bur  poilerity,  -^ere  deeply  interefted,  he  wiflitiltopiv 

pofi  .an  amendinent,  which,  if  carried,  would  remove  tl»fi 

principal  objeftion  to  the  refolution  ;  and,  fot*  that  fiurpoi% 

he  requeued  thjjt  it  might  be  read  ;  which  was  accordingly 

done  by  the  Chairman.     Mr.  Bbuverie  projwfcd  to  leaved* 

tlie  words  relative  to  the  power  of  continuing  or  remoViA 

the  officers  of  Hiis  Majeily's  houfehold.  .    '  MU 

Lord  North  rejiiarked,  that  as  the  refolution  confifleM^ 

three  difthitSl  propofitions :  Firft,  the  care  of  His  MajeftA 

perfon ;    iecondly,  the  power  to  remove  or  continue  m 

lioufehoWeilabliflinient;  and  thirdly,  thiemeafureof  appoM^ 

iiiig  a  permanent  council ;  he  fubmitted  to  the  right  hanegf* 

able'gentletnan,  whether  ij;  woul'd  not -very  .much  fimpW 

andmcilitate   the  difcufliojt,    if  they  wfere  to  argue  thft 

quefliens  feparately,  .and  it  would  alfo  fuperfede  the  necefll^ 

of  the  amendment  fuggefted  by  the   honourable  getitlMbik 

,  wlio  fpoke  laiL       •  '  '"*^*  a 

}^\r.  B^uv^ne  contended  that  he  had  been  mifunderAlA'- 

.  He  had  j^  objection  to  a  council  being' appointed  to  aalSi 

with  Her  Majeily ;  l^ut  he  objeftc  d  ftrongly  to  the  patrM|^ 

v*']iich  the  fecond  part  of  the  refolution  went  to  take4icta 

the  executive  power,  in  whom  all  power  of  that  kind  Aim 

^be  vefted.     It  was  very  true  that  he  had  voteAfoi*  the  ttSSk^ 

.  tioii,  but  he  had  never  voted  for  tlie  diviiion,  of  tbd^^^rt** 

gatives  of  the  Crown.    .  .     '     ..  *    *'^^ 

Mr,  Fox.      ^^^*  P^^  oi^ferved,  that  if  the  right  honourable;  gentleiTiin 

would  not  agree  to  feparate" thi?  different  quefliojv^  :>lVF^lv^    1 
in  the  general  refolution,  it  muft  of  neceffily  very 
biiYVdU  the  Committee  \n  thtit  proceeding.     He  m^giu  rib 
t7i5  OixJ.'uon  of  ibe  Committee  ouxScie  fc.t&^^"rti  ^jj,  \Ji\fit*&^ 


Lord 
Korth. 


Mr. 
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Mppps^icebdw-lo  the  cuAody  and  caipe  of  the  Kings's  perfon;  ""     ^ 
ana  that  being  afcectalned,  their  next  confideration  ^ould  be, 
)|(uK ought  to  he  the  necenary  powers   to  be  grante4  with 

^;.Mr.  Chancellor  Piit  objeiled  to  the  mode  propofed  by      Mr. 
I^vd  North  and  Mr.  Fox.     As  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  Chancel 
^  Her  Majefty  oijght  to  have  the  folo  care  of  the  King's  ^'^"  ^"^^ 
|gr(o4i»  he  could  iiot  agree  to  give  her  that  trull  without  the 
.oeceflary  powers  Tpecified  in  the  fecond  part  of  the  refolution ; 
^^o'e,  therefore,  who  thought  tbat  part  of  tlie  quell  on 
f^)e£lionah]e,  CQukl  move  to  have  the  words  left  out.     The 
(pj^DBittee  might  certainly  argue  it  in  that  fha^^*  as  well  as 
jjf  ^ayolbery  and  the  queilioii  of  courle  would  tirfl  be  put 
fp,  the  amemlment. 

,    Mr.  Bouv€tU  replied,  that  as  he  had  the  flrongeft  obje£lion      ^^^* . 
^l£k&  tight  propofed  to  he  given  to  Her  Majc'lly  for  nomi-  ^<»"^'«^^ 
Kpt^ng  an€i  appointing  all  the  oflicer^s  of  the  houfehqld,  lie 
JfTQuld  purfue  the  right  honouralile  gentleman's  idea,  and  ac- 
CWdkigly  lie  mpved,  ^'  That  the  fccond  claufe  of  the  relb- 
^jli^tion  be  le^  out," 
^•upThe  quefiion  being  put, 

M\1S&TmGr£y  contended  that,  aihnitting  the  propriety  of  com-  TMi.Grc 
jillttjiig  to  theQiieen  the  care  of  His  Itlajefty's  perfon,  if  to 
Ajit  was  to  l^  addvd  the  patronage  of  the  houf^hold,  a  pa- 
.mnage  which  did  not  naturally  belong  to  her,  hikI  v.'hi^h 
4j||.XOuId  only  i^tain  till  the  King  ihould  l>e  able  to  relume 
l^powersof  Ciovernment,  that  circunillance  would  con- 
Ajytnte  a  fubilantial.  argument  again  (I  yelling  her  alone  with 
•^ffiha  trult;  becaufe,  without  giving  way  to  any  invidious 
J^.iiniiiorthy  fufpicion,  ahllra({'"tc;dly  conliclercil,  it  did  ellah- 
i^^an  intercft  oppofite  to  the  due  difchargeof  the  trull,  and 
^ibich  njight  induce  a  wifli  to  contiiitie  the  exercife  of  it  afier 
^f^  neceflity  which  gave  rile  to  it  ihould  ceafe.  The  Chan- 
^l^r  of  thfl  Exchequer  had  told  the  Committee  that  they 
Were  not  to  provide  for  a  Ciovcrnment  that  was  to  be  perma- 
^9fiK)t^  by t.  for  an  interval  whicli  they  had  reafon  to  .^elievit 
IP^smJd prove  temporary,  and  wliich  they  ho|)e(l  and  truiU-d 
IjF^uAd  be  (hort;  and  that  in  doing  fhis,  they  Wrjre  not  to  be 
ilQ^enced  by  refjKi^l  for  the  pcrlbn  or  the  chinacler  of  the  » 
lieir  Apparent;  they  were  not  to  let  t^eir  delicacy  get  tl^ 
^ter  of  their  duty,  bat  to  grant  jufl  lb  much  of  the  Royal 
{prerogative -as  mighty  be  neceffary  for  the  occafion,  and  no 
more.  Tl)cy  were  firft  to  confider  their  duty  and  allegiance 
tffithf^.Sovereign,  .t^  fecure  his  right,  and  the  power  of  re- 
A*WWg  the  exercife  of  Ciovernment,  whenever  he  Ihould  re- 
tWi^  j#^  ai.fit  (late  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  on  this  ground  he 
H^p^f^  hisj  limitations.  BiU,  what  wa^  the  tend^!^cy  of 
^h/ifyt]ia^tiqQj^, ,  and  how  hr  Wire  ih^j  cucvA'A^.^cOito  ^^icvw^ 
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that  right  which  thdy  were  holden  out  as  fiM»ed  to  pnMfil 
Were  hil  Royal  Highnefs  to  forget  the  <laliet  '<tf  a  fen  mA 
of  afubjeiS^,  his  love  of  juflice,  and  his  reverence  for  tlMh 
Conflitution,  or  to  facrifice  them  all  to  gratify  his  acribitkBff 
inyefted  witji  thei  patronage  of  the  army,  the  hfeiry^  and  all 
the  great  offices  of  the  kingdom,  what  could  oppofe-  hifii-i 
'    Surely,  not  the  Lords  with  white  ftav^,  6v  the  fee^e  bindl' 
of  the  hoiifehold,     Confidered  in  this  point  of  view,  thetbf: 
mitatiorts  were  nugatory,  inefFej^ual,  and  totally  inadequati' 
to  the  purpofe  which   they  were  meant  to  effed.     Tfa^' 
would  obftrudl  the  Regent  in  the  juft  and  ufeful  exercifetiE   j 
his  power  ;  they  would  limit  him  in  the  choice  of  his  poihl 
-  tjcal  fervants;  but,  in  the  abufe  of  it,  (hould  he  Or  hiiMifc; 
nifters  be  difpofed  to  abufe  it  in  the  dark  and  overbearing a»- 
reer  of  ambition,  they' would  oppofe  no  ftrong  obftacle  tiT 
bisdefigns«     The  right  honourable  gentleman   madeadift' 
ference  between  providing  for  a  temporary- and  a  penAanett'.' 
government;  yet,  when  he  argued  in  that  manner,  ttwA' 
incumbent  on  him  to.fliew  that  there  were  powers  nect&rf: 
for  a  King  which  were  not  neceflary  for  a  Regeirt.     Tbiiq^ 
had  not  even  attempted  to  prove ;  but  faid,  firft  fecurft  ihft! 
right  of  the  Sovereign,  and  his  eafy  return  to  the  exercife  of t 
power,  and  then  provide  for  a  Government  as  ftrong  at  tM? 
neceffity  of  the  cafe  demanded.     In  order  to  effedt  the  on^ 
he  propofed  limitations  inadequate  to  the  purpofe ;  and  l|ii. 
eftablifh  the  other,  by  taking  away  what  was  .abfolutely  lifcq 
quifite  to  ftrength,  he  made  that  weaker  which,  from  \ti] 
own  nature,  was  too  weak  before.     He  let  afide  tfie  pofwUfj 
of  adding  to  the  Peerage,  becaufe,  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  the  neiWT 
Government  was  expe^ed  to  laft,  it  would  not  be  nacefla^i  ^ 
to  reward  merit,  nor  to  ftrengthen  the  Peerage,  on  acdow^'  i 
of  the  fluftuation  of  property,  and  he  argued  on  the  impst^')  ; 
bability  of  a  party  being  formed  againft  the  Regent  -aino%3r 
th^  Peers,  as  if  they  were  lefs  likely  to  form  cabah/nriiHii'  -^ 
there  yvas  no  power  to  counteradl  them,  than  when  fiidtol)-? 
power  exifted.     Having  faid  thus  much  on  the  general'.ttritfi''. 
ciples  of  the  whole  proceeding,  he  came  next  tofpeak  »tliri>  ' 
particular  refolution  refpe<fting  the  houfehold,  the  pfttatma|E)o 
of  which  was  to  be  feparated  from  the  executive  goyenmMtii^ 
on  pretence  of  regard  for  the  dignity  of  the  Kin^.     WtM 
this  the  proper  way  of  refpefting  the  Royal  dignity^?    Wafi^ 
a  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  a  Lord  Steward,   a  Lord  CflanilMiN!}' 
lain,  or  a  Groom  of  the 'Stole,  one  of  the  propeiTappeniagti'^ 
of  dignity  in  His  Majefty's  prefent  melancholy  £tiikiiMri* 
Was  not  pageantry  rather  a  jnockery  and  infolt  to^bii  caliii^ 
mity,  than  a  becoming  mark  of  refpeiSI:  ?    1  he  extcxM^^ 
power  was  thus  not  onl^  deprived^of  the  influenceorifikigftflk"' 
the  houf^hold^  but  fawit^Uc^  '\xvt^«^^Ci>  aft^HM^vtSBttAu'k 
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beezeicifed  againft  it ;  and  yet,  the  right  honourable 
sum  had  ventured  to  exclaim,  is  it  fuppofed  that  a  cor- 
arUamentary  influence  can  be  eftablifhed  ?  He  meant 
areoe  co;icerning  corrupt  influence ;  but  the  patro- 
if  the  Kbufehold  did  give  influence,  as  vras  peife£lly 
DOWRy  and  that  was  part  of  the  fair,  oflenfible  influence 
:  Crown.  Whether  that  influence  was  or  was  not 
r  than  it  ought  to  h^,  was  not  the  queftion ;  but^  would 
rht  honourable  gentleman  contend,  that  lefs  influencs 
scefiary  to  the  government  of  a  Regent,  than  to  the.go- 
iffnt  of  a  King  ?  He  had  heard,  that  when  the  famous 
bill  was  agitating  in  that  Houfe,  and  elfewhere,  the 
pal  argument  againft  it  was,  that  it  went  to  create  a 
refiate,  and  by  lodging  patronage  and  power  in  the 
of  perfonsdiftindl  from  the  executive  government,  to 
flk  imperium  in  tmperin.  The  fame  principle  which  had 
[b  ftrongly  contended  againft  in  oppofing  that  billy 
;had  been  holden  up  to  the  terror  and  reprobation  of 
iblic,  was  now  recognized  in  the  refolution,  and,  fhould 
,  would  be  carried  into  eiFeft.  A  fourth  eftate  would 
mediately  created,  by  placing  power  in  hands  unknown 
I  Conftitution.  One  Regency  would  be  appointed  for 
lecutive  government,  zvA  another  for  the  management 
J  liouCehold.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
low  that  this  was  laying  any  ground  for  a  fafkious  op- 
Ill  to  the  meafures  of  Government,  meaning,  perhaps, 
ny  oppofition  in  which '  he  might  be  concerned,  muft 
a  virtuous  oppofition.  He  would  not  enter  into  a  pa- 
icon  the  virtues  of  the  Queen,  which  no  man  felt  o^ 
bed  more  than  he,  becaufe  the  queftion  was  not  to  be 
i^on  the  virtues  of  an  individual,  but  on  general  prin- 
;':But,  among  all  the  virtues  which  adorned  that  fa- 
faara£ler,  was  there  any  which  exceeded  her  modera- 
vWas  there  any  part  of  her  public  or  her  private  con- 
vhicfa  recommended  her  fo  much  to  the  efteem,  the 
oh,  and  the  reverence  of  a  loyal  people,  as  that  pru- 
»ntIon  with  which  flie  had,  through  the  whole  courfe 
liA,  abftained  from  all  interference  in  the  afiiirs  of 
nment;  and  was  it  wife,  was  it  proper,  was  it  con- 
witba  true  regard  for  her  intereft  in  the  public  aflfec-* 
tp  J>lace'her  in  a  Situation  new  to  herfelf,  unknown  to 
tonftitution,  and  -which  might  eventually  draw  her 
Krom,  that  li>9e  of  difcreet  and  arpiable  cnoderation, 
ifte)  had  hitherto  follol^ed  with  fo  much  circumfpec- 
nd.  fo.inuch  praife  ?  He  agreed,  that  the  virtues  of  the 
!f«J^Wales  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  an  argument,  » 

fipflbenc«  the  decifion  of  the  Committee;  neither,  upon 
djQfCoGoa,  weretbok  of  the  Queen  to  be  uV^tv  vtvvo 
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ihequeAion.  She  might  have  bad  advilen  aswdi^M 
Pfince,  and,  by  the  mention  of  a  council  ofadiwe^.il 
ftiRired  that  (he  was  to  have  ad vifers^  and  it  w;is  tokrabh 
deiit  who  thofe  advifers  were  to  be.  1  he  amount  of.  tb 
tronagjB  with  which  it  appeared  intended  to  iQVfil  llery 
about  one-fcurtb  part  of  the  whole  civil  lift ;  and  tU 
was,  jio  doubt,  to  manage  by  advice-.  On  the  whbl^  ' 
tfber  the  refolulions  were  confidered  oirtbe  piinciplesio^ 
jConftitutJon,  or  on  thofe  of  general  policy,  they.. 
eq.ually  foreigrLfroni  tlie  one  and  repugnarK  tothe  cihc 
!^Tr.  Mr.  i)««^«i  yeroarked,  that  if  the  point  in  view  was 

J)fii.iulus.  eflabiifliment  of  any  fituation  as  ftroiig  as  a  {lerniancnl 
vernme*  t,  the  argument^  of  tl\e  liA^noural)le  gentleman 
p].TC«dtd  him  would  have  had  gnvx  weight;  but  this 
wot  tlic  cafe,  and  confequen'vly  not  the  ground  oa  whicl 
qttf'fiion  was  to  be  dilculfed.  Wlien  the  right  of  the  Pi 
0C  Wales  was  iirft  mentioned  in  that  Houfe^  rafli  andim 
ient  as  the  mention  of  it  had  been  confideied  by  iflany 
tlemcn  with  w  horn  he  generally  concuriied  in  ojiiniori 
could  nor  agree  with  them  in  thinking  that  tke  right  hon 
.able  gentleman  by  whom  it  had  been  i^flerted  liad  introd 
i*  without  defign  or  dcjliberation*  Ke  believed  it  to.  ] 
been  mentioned,  after  due  confideration,  as  the  groqfl 
.the  proceedings  which  were  intended  to  follow,  and  ^ 
tovAA  have  been  built  on  na  other  foundation.  TKc  i 
tations  he  conildered  as  flowing  neceflanly  from  tht  dl 
raiicn  that  it  was  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Loid^ 
Commons  to  provide  f.r  tl>e  Cixercife  of  the  executive 
Weniment  during  the  interruption,  from  ihe  incapacity  0 
Kiiig  ;  aitd,  in  this  n>anner,  had  the  cor.fequeiice  bceitJi 
by  a.  noble  Lord  in  his  fpeech  upon  that,  occalion, 
right  and  the. duty  thus  declar<  d,  they  wete  n.ow  bpufn 
perform,  and  he  felt  the  abHgatiorv  ia  this  way.  H« .! 
fitlered  the  King  as  in  poirefTion  of  his  w;hole  and  i&Qtii:e 
J:ili«iil  capacity,  and  thnt  they  wrre  to  provide  a  fulw 
toa£L  ftu- him  in  the  ciefecl  of  his  perlonM  cap^ity^ 
doing  this,  tlK:y  w(Tr  to  give  to  that  fubfti'tute  fucb  -poy 
ajid  iich  pcv.ers  op.Iy,  as  were  abfolutely  nec^flarjf  H 
purpofc  and  the  tinie  for  which  he  was  appointed  sdinji 
thing  more.  He  admitted  that  the  governmentfbo^pRi 
feouid  l)e  ftrong;  but  he  denied,  tl^at,  in  ^dertqej 
firergth,  1i  was  neceflury  to  difmifs  the  King^^hiiaSt 
He  conficte  fd  the^  provifion  which  thuy  were  to  flPMI 
calculated  only  for  a  fhort  peciod„  as  if  theyitadbKii^ 
viding  aRegency  for  a  minor,  who  wruitcdonlj^^piiif  y||i| 
full  age;  in  which  cafe,  it  Would  furely^not.  tiie.(ioa||g 
that  the  full  exercife  of  the  Ro^al  prerogative  iiwftliEt|f 
Utj-  tlien. remarked  on  t\\c  ;xT£am<iVkX  c(;^\\^\\i\v\^ ^f^k0i|( 
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usi  £ud  that  the  patronage  which  was  left  to  the  Regent  fo 
far  exceeded  what  was  taken  away,  that  the  not  being  able 
to  take  a  few  white  wands  from  thole  who  now  carried  them, 
and  give  them  to  others,  could  never  impede  or  embarrafs 
'Us  Government.  It  was,  therefore,  unfair  to  argue  as  if 
the  Regent  were  to  have  no  patronage.  He  repeated,  that 
what  he  felt  to  be  his  duty,  was  to  put  the  political  power  of 
the  King  into  the  hands  of  the  Prince ;  but,  in  doing  thaty 
not  to  fhew  that  he  did  not  forget  his  allegiance  to  the  So-  ^ 
vereign,  and  what  was  due  to  his  dignity  in  his  illnefs.  The 
proofof  their  loyalty,  which  he  trufted  they  were  going  to 
give,  would  be  a  gieat  comfort  to  His  Majefty  on  his  reco- 
very, and  this  was  a  Arong  additional  argument  in  favour 
of  toe  mode  propofed  to  be  adopted.  Much  had  been  faid  of 
the  argument  ufed  againft  the  India  bill ;  but,  there  was  this 
material  di&rence  between  the  impcrium  in  imper  ioj  which 
thatbill  went  to  eftablilh,  and  any  thing  which  could  be  attri- 
buted to  the  prefent  meafure,  that  the  pro vifions  of  it  were 
permanent;  and  what  they  were  now  to  do  was  in  its  nature 
temporary  and  fhort.  That  the  patronage  of  the  houfehold 
might  l>e  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  counteradling  the  executive 
government,  was  an  imaginary  apprehenfion.  A  fcparate 
cftablifhmcnt  for  a  branch  of  the  Royal  family,  not  under 
the  control  of  theexecutivegovernment,  had  been  often  made 
before*  When  an  eftahlifhment  was  made  for  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  when  his  debts  were  paid,  and  an  addition  made 
to  that  eftablifliment,  it  had  never  been  argued  that  this  ef- 
tabliihment  might  l>e  employed  to  conntera61  the  executive 
government.  He  was  well  awanr,  if  it  had  been  fo  argued, 
what  fort  of  rejAy  would  have  been  made.  If  an  eftablifli- 
Vxent  fhould  be  made  for  him  as  Regent,  they  were  not  tak- 
ing from  him  either  patronage  or  influence,  hut,  in  fadt, 
adding  confiderably  to  both.  The  patronage  of  the  Queen, 
it  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  would  prove  his  patronage,  and 
tliey  were  adding  to  his  own  that  of  his  mother  He  had 
avoided  the  leaft  allufion  to  the  virtues  either  of  the  Queen 
or  the  Prince,  becau  e  he  confidered  that  the  mod  manly 
way  of  arguing,  was  to  keep  them  totally  out  of  the  qutl- 
tion.  He  regarded  hi mfelf  as  having  executed  his  duty  by 
the  Prince,  when  he  voted  him  Rerrent,  and  as  having  fhewn 
his  reverence  for  the  Queen,  when  he  gave  her  the  care  of 
His  Majefty's  perfon,  and  having  done  that,  lie  would  not 
withhold  any  part  of  the  truft  wliich  he  thought  neceflTary 
to  the  due  difcharge  of  the  whole,  and  ncceffiry  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  King  in  his  prefent  f  ti'.ation,  and  to  his  comfort 
Whfenhe  fhould  recover.  Not  an  hour  hnd  been  loft  In  fet- 
tling this  important  bufinefs  by  thofe  with  v/hom  he  had  the 
honour  to  n^,     WlmKcver  delay  hadtalccfv  p\;\cc,  V3v\%XoVa 
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imputed  folefy  to  thofe,  who,  by  bringing  forward  'ftrdnge 
and  dangerous  dodlrlnes,  had  made  it  as  neceflarv  to  'coan- 
teraft  thofe  doftrines,  as  to  provide  a  remedy,  forthefuf- 
penfion   of   Government.     When  gentlemen  talk^ed   of  a 
ilrong  government,  and  added,  that  agoveriiment  could  not 
be  ftrong  without  influence,  he  could  not  admit,  that  where 
a  Regent  pofTeffed  the  un'imited  patronage  of  the  army  and 
the  navy,  the  patronage  of  the  Royal  houfehold  was  at  all 
necefTary  to  aJd  vigour  to  his  government.     He  could  not 
jay  out  of  his  view  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  and 
the  general  ftate  of  Europe,  in  which  he  faw  nothing  which 
called  for  a  government  peculiarly  powerful.     Til!  the  King 
fhould  recover,  or  till  no  hope  of  that  event  /hould  remain, 
he  thought  the  powers  which  were  meant  to  he  given  to  tlic" 
Regent  perfeflly  fufFicicnt.     If  His  Majefty  fhould  not  te- 
cover  fo  toon  as  tht  re  was  realbn  to  expea,  or  the  melan* 
choly  conclufion  he  drawn  that  his  recovery  was  not  to  be 
cxpefled,  it  would 'then  prove  time  enough  to  think  either 
of  adding  to  thofe  powers,  or  of  granting  regal  power?,  with- 
out any   reftridlion.     When   he  refledted  on  the  charadtd: 
and  uniform  conduct  of  Her  Majefty,  he  could  not  allcriir 
that  the  patronage  of  the  houfehold  formed  any  objeftipn  to 
entrufting  her  with  the  care  of  the  perfon  of  His  Majefty.   ' 
Lord  J^ord  Ncrih  remarked,  that  overjoyed  as  he  muft  always 

North,  feelhimfelf,  under  the  merited  acquifition  of  the  approbation 
of  his  right  honourable  and  learned  friend,  he  could  not,  cdn- 
filently  with  this  idea,  avoid  experiencing  Ibme  conc^rOi 
when  tliat  approbation  was  founded  on  a  miftake.  When  he 
had  fpoken  on  that  uccafion  before,  he  had  not  lamented  that 
the  Houfe  came  to  the  preliminary  refolutlon,  becaufe 
that  the  refolutions  of  reflri6lion  neceflarlly  followed.  He 
Jiad  lamented,  that  a  bad  precedent  was  eftabliflied,  hWt  he 
had  never  thought  it  neceflary  that  the  eftabliftiment  of  a  bad 
precedent,  ftiould  be  followed  by  the  abufe  of  it.  All  the 
mifchief  to  which  that  bad  precedent  led,  it  was  their  duty  to 
prevent.  He  ftill  thought  of  the  firft  refolutions  in  the  light 
in  which  he  had  ftated  them  to  appear  to  him,  when  they 
were  introduced,  and  though  he  yet  felt  the  regret,  that  thify 
had  then  imprelle.l  him  with,  he  did  not  confider,  much  as 
he  had  objedied  to  the  prefent  refolution,  that  it  was  a  ne- 
ceflary confequence  refuhing  from  thofe  preliminary  refolu- 
tions. It  was  certainly  a  natural  confequence,  becaufe  thofe 
who  once  cWyiated  from  the  flraight  path,  naturally  continued 
in  error.  The  Koufe  had  heard  from  the  l)eginning,  tliat  the 
•  refolutions  were  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  that  it  was  bot 
for  a  little  lime  that  they  .wer6  to  provide  for  the  defeA^f 
the  perfonnl  exercife  of  vUti  Ro>j;v\  i\uUiority.  ThuSf  aiit 
was  but  for  a  little  I'ln^e,  tW^^  vjctg  t^Y^Ov<i^\oK^^\\^wrVft 
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axiftitution,  and  perfuaded  to  do  wiiliout  it  for  a  few  months, 
)fhtwithhold-tIie  neceflfury  powers  from  the  Regent.  He  de- 
«|laml,  that  hedid  not  know  any  p.irts  of  the  duties  of  a  King, 
?#]iiach  it  woald  not  be  expedled  from  tlie  Regent  to  perform  ; 
why  tben  fliould  any  ol  the  Regal  powers  he  withhclden  from 
tbe  Regent  ?  Bur,  the  right  honourable  and  learned  {gentleman 
had  faid,  he  would  have  the  powers  that  were  nccrffiry,  and 
•kid  aikedy  could  a  black  or  a  w!)ite  flick  be  neccfl'iry  ?  Tie 
ilotj  of  the  Regent  wouhl  be  to  govern  a  large  empire,  aiul 
^ery  power  which  the  Crown  found  ncceffary  to  the  dlf- 
'diarge  of  that  important  duty,  tiie  Regent  ought  to  have. 
.H^.the  right  honourable  genrlemin  any  rule  to  judgt;  by, 
iifwhat  wasneceffary  for  a  King,  other  than  what  was  necef 
fary  for  a  Regent  to  enjoy?  Tlie  India  Bill  of  1783  hul 
4iaen  mentioned  ^  but  gentlemen  did  not  feem  to  attend  o  ititt 
cwntial  diftin£tion  between  the  India  Bill,  and  the  ;  ref ;nt 
ineafure.  The  argument  againfl  tli'.^  India  Bill  had  been,  t'lat 
k  would  be  eflabliihing  an  imperitfm  in  tmperh^  and  niak"n|^ 
A  fourth  eftate.  The  India  Bill  was  an  Oj^en  nnd  avow,  d 
iipafure,  and  the  periods  of  its  duranon  was  four  years  ;  but 
|)ie  reflri£llons  impofed  on  the  R^egent  were  fcr  no  fixed 
.time.  That,  was  for  a  certain  time  ;  this,  for  an  uncer- 
tain and  indefinite  period.  But  an  honourable  gentleman,  an 
old  and  a  worthy  Member  of  Parliament  (Mr,  Pultcney) 
bad  faid,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  the  Lords  of  the  Bedcham- 
"Jksr  to  remain,  to  prevent  tlie  India  Bill  being  pnfl>d,  Th-? 
honourable  gentleman  was  too  late  in  his  caution  ;  his  fug- 
gefling  his  notable  expedient  then,  was  like  prefcrihing  phy- 
'fic  for  a  dead  patient.  The  India  Eill  was  iio  more.  Tha". 
•India  Bill,  which  was  called  a  violation  of  the  chartered 
.Tightsof  men,  was  dead,  and  another  India  Bill  had  been  In- 
t|oduced  in  its  room  ;  but  that,  he  was  i reformed,  had  been 
totally  done  away  fince  by  a  Declaratory  Bill,  and  the  char- 
im  of  the  Company  as  much  violated  as  they  would  havt 
,been  by  the  India  Bill  of  1783.  The  honourable  gentle- 
nian's  remedy,  therefore,  came  too  late,  the  conteii:  was 
over,  the  battle  loft,  the  charters  of  the  Company  gone  ! 
)iat  it  was  faid,  the  reftridlions  on  the  Regent  were  meant 
'toJaft  but  a  fliort  time.  He  hoped  to  Heaven,  that  tlu-y 
would  laft  but  a  fliort  time.  That  argument  reminded  hl.i 
of  tbe  defence  fet  up  for  an  unconttitutional  meafure,  put  in 
execution  fome  years  fince,  by  a  moft  refpeiSlable  Member  o! 
•thfr  other  Houfe,  who  was  generally  fuppofed  to  be  a  friend 
•to -the  conftitution  of  his  country.  He  alluded  to  the  em- 
bargo laid  on  the  exportation  of  corn,  which  had  been  faid  t.) 
fbe --.only  a  forty  days  tyranny.  So,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it 
wtas^fuppofed  that  the  neceffary  powers  of  the  Regent  v/eu; 
to-be  taken  away  for  afhort  time,  during  which  fhort  ti^i-, 

*>  M   1X1    2  \Xv?: 
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T-.*  i"^  g"^'  ••:::  make  «!  faflion,  and  become  fo  Ilrongj 
L-  .  it  v  :  ■  r. :  ic  in  the  power  of  an  2(\  of  Parliament  to 
rel.i:  .;.;  a;i.ri:i  ..i  i'.ef  gns,  Ihe  honourable  gentleman  had 
toLl  tli'jm,  thc-y  v.d.e  iJ  look  to  the  time  of  His  Majefty*s 
relloration  to  hi:,  health;  he  did  look  to  it,  and  thought  when 
by  the  bleiling  of  Providence,  that  happy  hour  (hould  ar- 
rive, the  King  would  find  it  as  eafy  a  matter  to  refume  his 
government,  as  he  had  found  it  to  exercil'e  any  former  aft  cf 
authority,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  hi&  reign.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  fuppofed,  that  if  that  Houfe  did  withhold  the 
p.nro.iags  ot  the  hoiifehold  places,  there  might  be  a  difiBculty 
in  relK-ring  His  Macfty  to  his  government,  when  he  fhould 
he  abb  to  icaliume  the  exercife  uf  his  Royal  authority-  \\  hen 
luch  fuppoiitIc::s  were  made,  he  truftcd  it  was  for  want  of 
argument  The  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  as  if  it 
Avas  neceilary  to  leave  the  patronage  of  the  houfehold  where 
it  was,  in  tlie  hands  cf  the  King ;  but,  it  that  were  really  the 
cafe,  they  flic»'jld  ItAve  it  in  his  bonds,  who  conllitutionally 
and  virfjally,  would  be  King.  The  honourable  gentleman  ^ 
had  faid,  wouIJ.  ihey  introduce  a  new  fyfcem  into  Hii  Ma- 
jefcy's  hoiiicliolvl  r  It  they  i;ave  the  patronage  cf  the  houlie- 
liold  tv^  the  Qiv:.-n,  and  witrJield  it  troni  the  Regent,  that 
^vouI4I  be  to  in::odi:ce  a  r.e-.v  fyliem,  and  icparate  tliC  patroa- 
o:'  tlvj  Civ  A  n  horn  :!^f  Kingly  otSce.  Ke  hoped  the  ho- 
Icman  would  alio.v,  that  there  was  fomething 
m.^ie  m::eri^'.  in  ilvat,  tban  :  e  I'jemed  to  lie  aware  of.  But, 
the  Iionournble  gentleman  I^id  i-  d,  His  Maiefty's  mind 
wou!J.  Iv  uneafy,  w/.^r-  upon  W.s  ::-cjvery  he  (hould  find  his 
hv'ju-K'ld  chanced.  W  .i>  it  reairr.-i Ir  ;o  fay,  that  becaufe 
C.V.I  1^:;  Viis  MajciVv's  incapacity,  the  onJces  or  the  houfehoM 
w-^:^  d.rpcfvvl  oL  r.ct  to  ::is  wifft.  bu:  ..ccording  to  the  idea 
or  the  l-::nce,  tba:  His  Maiwitv  wov.'.u  be  uneafy  r  Could  it 
^e  ."u:  ;v*>:VJ.,  r:\.:  v.l.en  he  could  ui:er  irbuck  again,  he  would 
'e  i:;:.--y  :  Lv^rd  Xcrrli  a.:.:«d.  tiiat  he  ne.cr  knew  a  cafe 
bc.'v  re,  in  wr/.^ii  ivjt'ji:^^  couivl  >e  laid  on  cn^  lide,  a-  d  every 
I*:  :\:  e:-  t'^e  cti.e:.  \"%  rli  rec  !d  to  t;:e  Mjii^er  cf  iheHorl'e^ 
:'-;  ...vJ.  S:;'.va  J,  a-id  t':e  '  o;d  Cnamncrlain,  and  the  Lords 
c !  t!.r  r;\lc!ia:n'^er,  a<  i.is  ::.?n:jraMe  rrierid  behind  him  had 
tr:';  :»zv\  i.  -  y  \\ere  u.V:\:I  o::*.v  for  poli::cal  purpofes.  Why 
::•;  :*.  ^ ;..:';:  ri-.c  y  net  to  iv  em;'i  ?;.e/.  in  political  fervices  r  The 
■  e  oar...  i.*  ^er.tlem.::!  h.  a  voted  on  t'.-e  :!  otion,  (ome  years 
•/.  .c,  "Tra:  tVe  :;:r..:e:.oe  or  :'^.e  C'.own  had  ii^creai'rd,  was 
••  -  J'. -•■:*. ^.  an.:  o-\: ::  to  oe  .!  :»'  riihed."  He  had uppoled  it, 
-r^  V  r.:i  r:<  r  ;;;t  ';•  -  'oa:a>!-*  .:;:a  leariud  friend,  and  yer  his. 
'  ^r:  >.v:o.::^'^*.e  .:rJ.  .-a.-.e.;  iVier.d  now  wanted  to  diniinifk 
It  a  i  ::!e  :r.^::.  '1..:  ;  ov*;:  of  niaki; •-  Pe^rs,  and  the  pa- 
*rcz:j£~ .  :  :  .  hoj:";!'e.J.  \v  ..x  :v:v:_V..r\  :o  t'.e  Crcwn,  as  tlie 
: : J .  :z  j .    * : .' ::  0  u ' .  ... . «  ; .'.  -  ^"    •  - '.  c  :  \:. : "  i  n  wm-  :I  .w;  vsi  vVjb 
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tat.  It  was  aiked,  whether  it  would  do  the  Regent  3ny 
a  to  temain  without  thofe  powers,  during  a  Ihort  pe- 
f  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  ftiould  beg  leave  to  know,  whc- 
it  iVoald  do  the  public  any  harm  to  remain  with  them 
I  little  while  ?  The  whole  turned  on  "  a  little  wliile." 
ir  did  the  honourab'c  gentleman  know  the  advantage 
:d  the  holding  of  thole  powers  migiu  be  of  to  the  gv)vcrn- 
it  of  the  Regent,  in  the  interim  ?  If  His  Majefty's  reco- 
f  (hwuld  become  protradled,  then  it  was  fald  that  the  re- 
gions would  die  away.  M'oukI  they  die  away,  becaul'e 
Gament  might  aboliih  them  ?  The  motion  appeared  ob- 
iMahle,  becaufe  it  was  complicated  and  enibarrafiiiig  It 
Gfted  of  three  diftindl  propofitions.  Firil,  it  ftated  that 
peribn  of  the  King  {hould  be  entrufted  to  Her  Majefty. 
*e  he  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
)etieved  that  the  Houfe  would  agrre  with  him.  'ihe 
:  propcfition  was,  that  Her  Majeliy  fliould  difpofc  of  the 
esof  the  houfehold,  a  patronage  confiding  of  about  400 
es  in  number  !  The  third  propofition  propofed  tljat 
Majcfty  fliould  have  a  Council  of  Advice.  Ihe  fiill 
laft  propofitions  might,  in  his  mind,  be  v/ell  fupporteJ, 
cmgh  they  had  not  yet  been  fullained  by  any  fjlid  and 
rincing  argument. 

r  Gregory  Po^e  Turner  fpoke  of  the  extreme  importance  Sir  Gre- 
the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  fubjefl,  when  thecharadrr  \:"^)'  Page 
le  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the  one  liand,  and  thecharaul.'i  -^  u'^cr. 
le  Queen,  on  the  other,  were  brouj;ht  forward.  He  faid, 
bew  not  how  to  give  his  vote  in  that  Hoal>,  without 
Jting  the  merits  of  either  one  or  \\\t  other.  He  admired 
rirtues  of  them  both,  but  he  came  there  as  a  Member  of 
lament}  to  do  his  duty  upo!i  public  pnncipk-s.  He  muft, 
night]  vote  difFerently  from  the  right  honouralilc  gen- 
ian,  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer,  to  whom,  on  a  for- 
occafion,  he  had  been  proud  to  pay  juft  cornplii^ients  and 
»mium$,  and  thofe  not  only  to  his  talents,  but  to  hi*  in 
ity.  He  refpefted  thofe  talents,  ;;nd  that  integrity,  but 
^udlion  was,  whether  the  Prince  of  Wnie^  was,  or  '.v,!» 
to  he  appointed  Regent.  There  muft,  he  friid,  bean  i\C\- 
lAratiun  in  tlie  country,  but  he  fliould  conton.l,  tlint  n 
K.ihg's  houfehold  wus  put  under  the  manac^eiiunt  of  tli-.^ 
«n,  there  would  be  a  double  houfehold,  and  a  double  -A- 
iftration,  and  a  double  adminiftrarion  could  l^ave  no  pow- 
|ual  to  the  carrying  on  of  a  vigorous  government.  Tirf 
t  honourable  gentlemnn  miglit  juft  as  well  have  f;n(i^ 
*he  Prince  of  Wales  had  no  right  to  bring  in  his  poliri- 
Hends,  as  that  he  had  no  right  to  the  patronage  of  tli€ 
€hold.  But,  it  was  faid,  when  His  Majcfty  Ihould  r^- 
r^  His  Majcfly  no'^ild  he  u::eafy  at  f^yv.''.^  \\?/n'  't:xC!?^'^^ 
4  •a^\o\\'Cv\ 
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around  him.  He  could  not  hut  be  of  a  different  opinion ; 
Majefty  had  been  pretty  much  ufed  to  new  faces.  He 
he  alluded  to  the  frequent  changes  of  adminiftration 
had  taken  place,  and  he  believed,  among  the  reft,  the  I 
Chamberlain,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  had  1 
more  than  once  changed.  He  could  not,  therefore,  a^ 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  giving  his  votfl 
the  refolution  as  originally  moved.  Whatever  his  abifi 
were.  Sir  Gregory  faid,  his  property  rendered  him  inde^s 
dent,  and  he  always  delivered  his  fincere  fentiments,  acod 
ing  to  his  confcientious  opinion.  On  thofe  principles9 
came  into  that  Houfe  originally,  aud  he  was  determined 
perfevere  as  he  had  done  hitherto.  The  refl:ri<Slion  prcTpj 
ing  the  Regent  from  making  Peers,  he  faid,  had  prevent 
the  Prince  from  making  Members  of  the  other  Houfe  of  F 
liament,  though  it  had  permitted  him  to  take  away  malt 
their  Members.  Sir  Gregory  contended,  that  fuch  Coi 
moners  as  deferved  well  of  their  Country,  had  a  right  to  W 
up  to  the  honours  of  the  Peerage,  the  conferring  of  whi 
was  no  expence  to  the  Country.  He  declared  that  he  W(W 
fubrait  fuch  farther  obfer  vat  ions  as  he  had  to  ofier  upon  i 
fubje£t,  when  he  (hould  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  (o 
the  Hou^e,  in  a  future  ftage  of  the  bufinefs. 
The  The  Solicitor  General  (Sir  John   Scott)  having  premlE 

Sohcitor  that  he  would  colleft  what  lie  had  to  fay  upon  the  relj3 
General,  ^j^^^  j^^^^  ^^  fmall  a  compafs  as  poffible,  added  that  the  aqj 
ments.  which  they  had  heard  that  day,  appeared  to  hin^  to- 
of  a  fpecies,  which  could  hardly  have  been  expe£led  toh 
been  ftated  in  an  afiembjy  reprefenting  Engliflimtn,  diff 
guifhed  for  their  humanity,  diilinguiihed  for  their  lo^dj 
diflinguiftied  for  their  relpe£l  and  reverence  for  their  ^ 
reign,  and  his  Confort.  They  might,  in  that  HourcSyl 
what  arguments  they  thought  proper;  but,  the  Couoj 
would  not  bear  to  l>e  told,  that,  having  refolved  that  it\J 
not  only  their  right  to  provide  for  the  perfonal  exercitt 
the  Royal  Authority,  during  His  Majefty's  unfortunate 
capacity,  but  that  it  was  their  duty  alfo,  and  that  xhey) 
•xercifed  the  right  with  a  convidlion  on  their  own  rnifi 
that  they  had  done  their  duty*  l^he  Country,  he  miilltl 
leave  to  repeat,  wouli  not  bear  to  be  told,  that  they  Jiaf  1 
filled  this  boafled  duty,  if  they  once  forgot  that  theyliiBJ 
King  upon  the  Throne,  and  that  being  there,  his  perlqn^ 
pacity,  and  his  political  capacity  remained  whole  9nf  ^ 
What  were  the  arguments  that  had  "been  made  ufe  olp 
night  ?  (lentlemen  Teemed  to  have  forgot  ten,.  tJbat^Vhctvlfl 
were  to  make  a  choice  of  evils,  it  was  their  diity^  n)  "i 
.1  cafe,  to  prefer  that  which  appeared  to  he  the  leSsifty* 
W/ien  gf?ntlemea  told  \Vir[\,  X.\va\.  Vv>j  m\V^\^\i:.'^'^the.'5al^ 
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fthe  Royal  houfehold,  they  fhould  be  guilty  of  a 
bof  the  conftitution,  let  them  fay  how  he  was  to  (lif- 
ers allegiance  to  the  Sovereign  ontlie  Throne,  with- 
lingcare  that  his  refumption  of  his  Royal  Authority 
1  be  rendered  as  little  difficult,  when  he  fliould  have 
nd  his  health,  as  poflible  ?  He  did  not  fpeak  with  in- 
cy  towards  the  Regent,  if  he  fliewed  that  jealoufy  be- 
igto  his  charadter  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  which 
hisduty  to  flicw  refpedling  the  other  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ind  re(pe<Sting  the  executive  government  of  the  Coun- 
They  were  not  afling  upon  perfonal  confidence,  but 
lablic  principles.  But  let  them  fee  what  the  Regent 
ik),  and  what  he  could  not  do.  Suppofe  that  His  Ma- 
hould  continue  ill  fix  or  twelve  months.  Let  it  be 
ed  that  His  Majefty  might  recover  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  and  the  bill  expire  in  the  fortnight  next  after 
1  of  the  twelvemonth.  In  ihat  cafe,  fuppofe  an  advi- 
of  that  Houfe  were  to  approach  the  Regent,  and  tell 

though  you  have  fubmitted  to  thefe  rellridlions  and 
itions  for  a  twelvemomh,  yet,  believe  me,  you  have  an 
cnt  right  to  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  Authority,  do 
ibmitto  thereftridlions  which  have  been  impofed  upon 
f  longer .**  Sir  John  declared,  that  he  did  not  ailinn 
ly  perfon  would  be  fo  bold  as  to  advife  him  in  any 
It  the  cafe  was  a  poflible  cafe;  and  it  was  parliament 

flate  the  hypothefis,  and  provide  againfl  the  danger 
a  circumftance.  It  hr.d  been  alked  by  an  honourable 
:,  what  would  prove  the  confequence  if  the  Queen 
fufler  a  demife  ?  In  anfwer  to  that  he  afked,  what 
le  the  cafe  if  the  Regent  flioultl  fufi'er  a  demife  r  They 
ome  down  to  that  Houfe,  and  provide  a  fucceflbr.  In 
fent  exigency  of  affairs,  how  were  they  to  do  their 
their  Country  ?  They  were  to  do  it  by  the  recol» 
that  His  Majefty's  political  character  was  entire,  and 
emen  were  to  aA  equal  to  that  integrity,  they  would 
s  preient  propofition.  The  King  on  the  Throne  had 
(loved  by  his  Subjefts.  It  had  plcaft-d  God  to  afHidl 
h  a  grievous  calamity.  In  confequence  of  that  cala- 
became  necefTary  for  that  Moufe  to  provide  a  perfon 
ife  that  part  of  the  Royal  Authority,  which  His  Ma- 
rom  his  infirmity,  could  not  exercife  himfelf.  His 
y,  however,  was  not  likely  to  laft  long,  and  they  were 
e*to  confider  what  they  had  to  provide,  as  a  meafnre 
:emporary,  and  by  no  means  what  foe  ver  permanent. 

His  Majefty  might  he  well  iu  tliree  months  ;  the 
Jierefore  had  a  right  to  exp^^Sl,  that  th<?  Houfe  of 
>ns  would  execute  its  duty,  and  not  forg;et  v\\e  \fc?vt&. 
bat  Sovereign,  whom  they  all  loved.     Rcw  v^t^-^vV^ 
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ienk  of  the  People  of  England  to  be  colledled  on  the  ful 
Perhaps,  if  a  right  honourable  gentleman  was  a(ked,  he  i 
f'  adopt  his  firft  opinion,  and  lay,  <^  the  fenfe  of  the  I 
was  fpoken  by  their  Reprefentatives  in  that  Houfe;** 
might  take  up  his  fecond  opinion,  and  fay,  *<  the  fen 
**  the  People  can  only  he  known  from  the  People  of  En 
^^  at  large  ;''  or  he  might  go  back  again  to  his  old  do£ 
and  fay«  "  the  fenfe  of  the  People  of  England  can  on 
*'  colledled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons."  But  let  the 
of  the  People  he  taken  at  their  bar,  or  in  any  other  waj 
language  which  they  would  undoubtedly  hold  woui 
"  What,  could  you  not  do  your  duty  for  three  Ihorl  moi 
"  Were  you  fo  hafty  to  dethrone  the  King,  your  k 
*«  Sovereign,  to  whom  you  have  all  fworn  allegiance, 
**.you.  treated  him  with  thegrofleft  difrefped,  and  ftripl 
<■*  of  every  mark  of  Regal  dignity  and  diftindtion,  aft 
**  had  been  ill  no  longer  than  a  month  ?"  What  wouL 
people  fay,  when  they  heard  that  it  was  refufed  to  the 
narch,  by  that  fet  of  men,  who  faid  it  was  the  public 
that  they  fiiould  be  the  Minifters  of  the  Regent,  alth 
that  wiui  had  been  circulated  in  whifpers^  lo  low  in 
that  every  pcrfon  had  not  heard  it  ?  Was  it  poffible, 
tliofe  gentlemen  could  feriouily  argue,  that  the  Regent, 
the  army,  the  navy,  the  church,  and  all  the  officers  c 
public  revenue,  at  his  command,  could  not  carry  on  a 
reus  and  efFediual  government  ?  It  was  not  parliamei 
lo  ftate  that  the  influence  arifmg  from  the  patronage  of 
ces,  was  abfolutely  necefliiry  to  the  carrying  on  of  go 
ment,  hut  where  was  the  integrity  of  that  Houfe,  if  (uc 
guments  were  ufed  t  Was  there  no  man  who  would  aSt 
the  impulfeof  an  higher  feeling,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty 
from  what  they  owed  to  their  charadtcr,  and  to  their  C 
try  ?  If  the  piopofition  was  indefenlible,  he  hoped  that 
fliould  Lear  fuch  a  propofition  as  would  not  admit  of  9 
ceptJDn.  He  afked  if  His  Majefly  was  not  alive,  ar 
A\£teA  v/ith  a  fevere  malady,  and  wliether  that  circumf 
was  not  a  reafon  for  giving  him  additional  attendance,  r 
than  taking  tlut  away  whicii  he  had  before  his  illn^fs  ? 
noble  Lord,  he  obfervcd,  hr.d  faid,  that  as  foon  as  Hi| 
ji^fty  recovered,  ar.c!  reftored  himfelf  to  the  Throne,  the 
gf-nt  would  rt:lire,  and  leave  him  in  the  undiilnriMtd  p 
lion  c;f  tlis  Govcrnnient,  It  was  the  duty  of  that  Hob 
tnke  care  .thnt  His  rviaiefty  flioald,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  refuoi 
reins  of  (government,  but,  tliey  were  no<  to  leave  it  toch 
whether  His  Majelty  irii^ht  have  it  in  his  power  toe 
or  not.  It  had  been  i'.rc;{-d,  thrit  the  propofition  gave  a^ 
boufz'holil^  in  its  pveftmt  \\xu'av\o\\,  to  x\\e  Q^«sin,  and  tl 
woui  J  !;c  !b  much  \nfva«.:rvc«:  \\\vova^  vvito  \\\^\\m\\\  ^\ 
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^bn.     It  «  H       ,  a  grofs  and  indecent  refteAion  on 

high  ;ini;i  pcnaraSer  alluded  to,  to  fuppoTe  that 

would  er  power  for  tha  purpofe  of  oppoiing  the 

^vrmmenr  m  ^er  iqh,  tfae  Regent.     No  propoiition  could 

'  fuggefteJ  which  wns  ndt  clogged  with  foiJie  evil 0r  other ; 

Dtt  ot  two  evils  he  haJ  chofen  the  leaft,  and,  in  his  honour 

and  his  confciente,  be  thought  that  the  plan  which  the  pro- 

te^ition  coiitiiaied,  vv2^  every  circumf^anoe  of  the  cafe  he- 

Bg  confidared^  the  moftfafey  mofl  expedient^  aodznoftpo- 

^mric  which  could  poffibly  be  adopted* 

Mr,  F^x'  having  adverted  to  the  remarks  which  had  been  Mr*  Foi 
tbmwn  out  on  the  comparative  talents  of  the  two  fides  of 
Houfc,  obfervt^d^  that  he  could  not  deny  that  he  had  a 
tbftry  for  the  talents  of  his  'friends,  and  of  thofe  with 
he  was  nearJy  andclofely  connected  by  a  fimilarity  of 
n  and  cotTdu€l ;  but,  partial  as  he  was  to  their  endow- 
and  abiiine  ,  he  Jifdaimed  chat  want  of  candor  which 
_lt  ii^dtiee  him  to  withhold  from  gentlemen  on  the  other 
le  of  the  Houfe,  the  juft  praife  due  to  great  ingenuity,  and 
to  eminent  talanrs*  That  ingenuity,  and  thofe  talents, 
hid  often  been   tlilplayed  on  occafions  in  which  he  differed 

Itth  tbem  in  opinion,  and  which  occafioned  him  to  lament 
«t  he  was  compelled  to  oppofe  ability  fo  diftinguifhed ; 
rt  he  muft  fay  that,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  they  had  not 
rntfhed  him  with  teafon  for  fuch  a  lamentation.  A  men- 
re  fupported  with  fo  little  argument,  he  never  witneiTed. 
debate  like  the  prefent,  in  which  fo  much  had  been  faid 
_m  the  one  fide,  and  fo  little  on  the  other,  he  did  not  recol-  , 
tft;  -tnd  in  this  eftimateof  the  matter,  hemuft  include  the 
^ry  laboured  eilay  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
fpoke  laft.  Thnt  the  fubjeft  would  not  admit  of 
fence  was  manifeft  from  this,  that  even  the  honourable 
nd  leimed  gentiemanf  whofe  education  and  daily  habits 
iiniiflied  him  abundantjy  with  the  modes  and  forms  of  rea- 
^ning,  and  who,  on  other  topics,  had  (hewn  fo  fruitful  a 
mind,  was,  on  this^  unable  to  advance  a  fingle  clear  and  un- 
fophiflicated  argument  for  the  meafure  which  he  efpoqfed, 
bat  had,  as  heretofore,  endeavoured  to  entangle  tl\e  under- 
landings  of  gentlemen  in  the  intricacies  of  legal  metaphy- 
fics.  tor  his  own  part,  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  important 
quefVion  before  them,  he  could  follow  the  very  proper  ex- 
ample of  an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  whom  he  dicK 
not  fee  in  his  place,  in  avoiding  the  utterance  of  a  fingle  word 
in  praife  of  The  pcrfonal  virtues  of  the  Royal  and  exalted 
perfons  who  were  immediately  concerned.  He  would  neither 
ipeak  of  the  virtues  of  the  Heir  Apparent  on  the  one  fide, 

for  of  Her  Majefty  on  the  other;  fuch  eulogiums  unqueiti- 
rably  were  neiibcr poUticsd  nor  perfe£lly  m;xu\^*    "Vo^v^ 
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that  which  none  could  contradi<5l,  was  t^  mzvijj  tod  To. 
make  the  particular  virtues  of  the  prefent  Royal- {i(n|bM  % 
argument  ^  either  for  the  adoption  or  reje<95on  of  a  grecft  Mh  ^ 
fure,'which  might  in  its  tendency  apply  to  other  times  mI  ' 
other  pel-fons,  was,  furely,  not  political.     HewooldratM* 
make  the  honourable  gentleman  his  model,  who^  zt'tafM^k 
ftageof  this  bufinefs,  faid   that,  in  difcufflng^  it>  h6'<IMH 
not  take  into  his  view  the  plan  of  the  Regcnfey^-'«  iVtdni/t 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but  as  it  might  relate  ItettalktrlM^ 
Prince  of  Wales  ;  fo  he  would  not  tonfider  thtf  prefelHPil-' 
folution  as  it  affedted  the  Queen,  hut  as   it  might  tf IM  "a 
Queen;  abftrAdling  from  the  queftion  every  perfonal fliotlv^ 
and  viewing  it  as  it  might  apply  to  other  times  anA  to  odtir 
perfons,  and  to  its  future  probable  confequences  on  ^tlfetSj^ 
vernment  and  Conftitution  of  the  kingdom.  7'he  honMmMo- . 
arid  learned  gentleman  had  hegut)  his  fpeech  with  a  n^))til9fMi 
of  that  do6lrine  which  he  had  early  darted,  and  frequentljr 
prefled  in  debate  vviih  the  exiftence  and  union  of  theperfond 
aqd  politic  charadler  of  His  Majefty.     "  1  iiat  the  Kin^i. 
"  political  charafter  was,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  infepafaMe 
**  from  his  perfonal — that  it  remained  Entire  and  perfefi*^ 
"  and  would  continue  fo  to  do  until  his  natural  demifc*-^ 
His  do£lrine,  which  had  been  frequently  urged,  he  had  al*  j 
deavoured  in  vain  to  have  explained ;  for,  how  that  pierfijn>   ^ 
/    whole  political  faculties  were  confeffedly  fulpended  by"«  fe?^  ' 
vifitation  of  Providence,  could  ftill  exift  in  the^'fuH  enjojr-  ., 
ment  oif  his  political  charac^ler,  was  beyond  hi«r'ii)ideJ|flM8- 
ing  to  comprehend.     The  do6lrine  partook  of,  and  fMlMd 
indeed  to  be  founded  on,  thofe  early  and  blind  oettonSy'fy' 
which,  as  they  all  knew  from  hiftory,  human  iMfilktiMdRi 
had  been  deified,  and  by  which,  for  t^^e  purpofe,'peflM% 
of  impreffing  a  ftrong  and  implicit   reverence   in  the  tsmi 
of  the  multitude,  the  fables  of  men  were  ftatej  to  be  of4k    \ 
vine  origin.     That  refort  was  had  in  thofe  early  timaio   J 
fuch  means,  for  wife  purpofes,  by  men  fuperiorily  gifted,  lie    : 
was  not  unwilling  to  admit;  and  that,  even  in  ourownMf* 
tory,  there  might  be,  and  certainly  were^  among  tUal^d^ 
fcrij)tion  of  i^rfons  in  our  own  c6untry,  whO|  at  dttMnt 
times,  bore  the  epithets  of  Tories,  High  ChurchoHHii'tftd 
fo  forth,  feveral  who  might  think  that,  by  propagating' the 
idea  of  divine  right,  they  furrounded  the  perfon  of'MajcAy 
with  a  myfterious  grandeur  and  authority,  which  inrpiredin 
an  enthufiaflie  people  a  more  prompt  and  fieady  obedient* 
If  fuch  was  the  view  rn  which  the  honourable  arid  l^nM 
gentleman  wifhed  to  confider  this   myfterious  chandtr^ 
complete  political  exiftence,  without  political  capadt^^c 
couJd  only  obferve  on  h\s  dodrvtve,  that  he  took  up  thcfc- 
perliitions  of  religion,    wd    Te^tt^^i^   \^^^  m<it^^vj\^*r^ 
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Il^lnis  enveloped  the  facred  perfon  of  Majefty  with 
IpplY^il,  which,  hy  aDcient  fuperftition,  was  calcu- 
}0.\liafp\xe  awe, and  fecure  obedience ;  belaboured  there- 
irftillMe  the  arm  of  Government,  to  cripple  it  in  all  its 
|ii4iA4^tial  parts ;  to  expofe  it  to  hoilile  attack,  and 
DOpniouficoniumel;  ;  to  take  from  it  the  dignity  which 
taiiMd  tQ  itfeif,  and  the  u(e  for  which  it  was  defigned 
b  the  People.  Such  was  the  tendency  of  this  meta- 
ftl.do6lrlne-*-ado£lrine  which,  though  it  might  have 
:pro(elytes  in  the  dark  and  gloomy  days  of  antiquity, 
9t  calculated  for  the  intelligence  andjuA  underibnd- 
^>the  relative  duties  of  Sovereign  and  fubjed  at  the  pre- 
ira.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  in  the 
^  of  his  dodirine,  faid,  that  his  allegiance  would  coil- 
during  the  life  of  the  King,  whatever  might  be  the 
'MB.  of  his  mind.  That  duty,  loyalty,  afFe£lion,  and 
.rational  fentiment  which  could  animate  the  breaft  of 
gli(hman,  would  lead  them  all  to  venerate,  to  love, 
I  prote£l  the  facred  perfon  of  His  Majefty,  however 
and  however  calamitous  his  malady  might  prove,  was 
ing  fo  predominant,  that  it  was  not  necefTary  to  take 
aaoaient  of  their  time  in  aflert ing  its  exigence.  But, 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  Aated  this  as 
^finition  of  allegiance,  he  muft  enter  his  proteft.  He, 
is  part,  confidered  allegiance  as  a  reciprocal  duty, 
fing  up  in  the  heart,  in  confequence  of  prote^Rion,.  and 
I  was  of  equal  exiftence.  If  the  honourable  and  learned 
fman's  definition  of  allegiance  was  true,  and  that  not 
4ing  cither  on  the  political  capacity,  or  the  exercife  of 
caJ  capacity,  but  on  the  bare  perfonal  exiftence  of  the 
I  then,  all  which  lliey  had  heard  that  day  from  a  right 
irable  and  learned  gentleman,  who  fpoke  early,  (Mr. 
las)  and  from  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
Jf,  that  thefe  limitations  were  but  temporary,  and 
the  time  would  come  wh^n  they  muft  be  rev i fed,  and 
all  power  be  given  to  the  Regent,  was  all  inconliftent 
mpoffible.  For,  whether  the  King*s  malady  endured 
lear,  or  thirty  years,  it  was  precifely  the  fame  in  the 
ipplation  of  this  dodlrine,  and  the  I.egiflature  could 
eft  the  full  powers  of  the  Crown  in  any  other  hands, 
I  the  perfon  of  the  King  remained.  That  fuch  wjs 
itent  defjgns  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  fn^e  of  the  HouTe 
1  not  doubt ;  and  if  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
wofild  fpeak  out,  he  was  fenfible  that  he  would  fay  thi.^ 
lis  feeling  and  determination  on  the  fnbjeft.  In  the 
fit  moment,  they  thought  it  prudent  to  conceyl  this  in- 
Mj»  Gentlemen,  Aowever,  could  i\ot  be  deeewe^fti — 
rouU  compare  the  argument  with  tVve  affeiUoxx.    T\\e. 
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argument  wa^  that  he  felt  and  ackndwiedged  tbelOitfranktov 
p.erfe6tion  of  ibe  King,  to  which  lie  had  fworrt  fitligbuicM 
The  aflertion  waf,  that  if  he  did  not  recover  withirt  aftotti 
time,  the  two  Houfcs  muft  filter  the  prefent  arrangemenij) 
and  give  to  the  Regent  full  authority  !  The  honourable  Afl^ 
Ifearned  gentleman  had  curforily  mentioned  the  time  wb^ 
perhaps,  it   might  be   proper  to   review  thofe  reftri'^ioaiy 
Perhaps,  at  the  end  of  a  twelvemonth,  it  might  bepropcis 
"  But,"  fays  he,  "  if,  in   the  prefent  inftance,  the  Hod* 
were  to  limit  the  duration  of  them  to  twelve  or  eigbteenf 
months,  at  which  time  they  (hould  ceafe  of  courfe,  and  the 
Kjng  (hould  recover  his  faculties  but  a  fortnight  after  the 
«        reftraints  had  ceafed,  what  evil  confequences  might  not  9m 
fue  from  that  fingle  fortnight  oP  uncontrolled  power  i'*  Wi^af 
confequences  ?  Let  us  examine,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  what,  ewpn 
in  the  full  ftretch  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentlemanSe 
fears,  they  are  likely  to  be,  and  what,  on  the  contrary^  avA 
likely  to  prove  the  confeauences  of  paffing  this  Regency  Mil 
for  an  indefinite  time.     In  this  dreadful  fortnight,  the  iin« 
reflrained  Regent  might,  perhaps,  in  the  full  exercifeof  bit 
authority,  difmifs  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  andchan^ 
the  white  ftaves ;  nay,  perhaps  he  might  fend  a  few  gentb- 
men  from  the  Commons  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers.     Whffii 
the  mighty  evil  of  this  ?    At  the  end  of  one  fortnight^  tfii 
King  re-aflumes  his   power — the  Bedchamber  Lords  are  feat    * 
for  again,  and  the  ftaves  are  replaced ;  all  that  remains  of 
the  evil,  are  the   Peers,  who  in  that  fpace  may  have  been 
created.     Compare  this  fum  of  evil  with  that  which  may  «i* 
fue  from  making  this  Regency  indefinite  as  to  term.    Thi 
power  of  reftoring  to  the  executive  Government  the  juftprt^ 
rogativts  which  belong  to  the  th^rd  eftate,  is  taken  away» 
and  perhaps  cannot  be  refumed.     The  Houfe  of  Lords  ha*» 
ing  gaiiied   the  important  point   of  preventing  the  Regent 
from  adding  to  their  number,  may  not,  and  they  are  »ol 
likely,  to  concede  it  again  ;  and  thus,  during  all  the  life  of 
the  sovereign,  if  he  fhall  continue  indifpofed,  there  wooM 
exift  no  power  of  reforting  to  that  remedy  againft  cabal  and 
confederacy  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  the  right  bonoor' 
able  gentleman  himfelf  had  acknowledged  to  be  a  probable 
evil,  for  which  the  Conftitution  had  provided  fo  prompt  a 
remedy.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  bad,  in 
the  courfe  of  four  years,  granted  forty^two  Peerages,  al- 
though in  that  time  he  had  not  heard  of  any  confederacy^* 
ifting  in  that  Houfe   againft  his  meafures.     There  was,  hi 
faid,  in  the  breafts  of  the  great  men  of  this  country,  facha 
love  for  the  Crown,  that  there  was  no  fear  of  any  fi^dious 
jnea Aires  being  fufFered  to  ^iteviA*    t\ift'?ew%^^Te'Cb  dif- 
thguidied  for  their  love  oi  xVveCto^tiv^^^^t^twi^^ 
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fo      thrparty  mbom  he  h;»4ifeit. 

114  »  It'  the  Rqg«nt  .-were  Co  <ouAa. 

EkHi     .  I    .      6y,  wone  ib  laviih  of  bonours^  ^  |#. 

%fHW9^  jlL^snitalion  of  the  righx  Itoooucible  genjV^; 

!«th*iilL.4«(^'«  *cabal.  «i>d  confeiksracy  oiight  be  formcHl 

l|Bti»U.#liJ»Hg<y.  iho  6if ty  of  the  King.     Love  for  tfa^ 

%iOlii-  t>i»t#i!lip  f »^yf>gaUhgd,  if  £;&vour  capie  from  ih;:;  IR^Cz 

pMe-'r^TkerpreDggativo  was  hannleis,  while  executed  aii4ff 

tli«b64Qtf  (»f  .th^  iright  honourable  gentleman.     It  would 

Wm|y.d2Miger9iui»i  if  pol  uUo  the  hand*  of  the  Heir  AjifMr 

lMlk''.Qf  .precifiily  tb9  fame  fpint  waa  their  argument  for 

ilheiK  lim  hoaf4i!»l<l  in  the  power  of  the.  Queon.     l^  ]tkr 

||i|iAf  *fdliaivls  it  woold  be  helplefs,  .weak»  and  impotent^  lit 

H^atbamy  ftlitical  purpol'e ;  it  could  not  affed  one  meo^ 

fiiii^flbe^egeiifs  governm^t ;  but,  if  placed  in  die.h^iWI$ 

.llilipJI^qpnt,  it  w<^d  imvitahly  prevent  His  MsjeftyVrfi* 

'l|||jyijfiwi  I  I  To  ali  this  train  of  paradoxes>  there  wdt 

Mflllieral  folution — they  wiibed  to  infinuate  and  tQ  pro* 

Jifflifihe  bafo  and  (candalous  idea,  however  artfully  for  (hf 

MMlhey-.diiguifed  tlwir  pui-pofes,  that  a  divilion  might  take 

fjpW'Jurw.een  the  motb^  and  the  fon.     They  affefked  to 

^MliiMUl  IDlerably  intelligible  language  that  the  foQ  might 

ionJMiie  again il  the  mother;  but,  really,  with  the  idea  of 

htiviag  to  thQ  herd  t0  imagine  the  coaverfe  of  the  propofi* 

italf  and    tiiat,  front  hiAory,  it  was  as  probable  that  the 

po^^Kir  might  combine  againft  the  fon.     He  could  not  utter, 

i|l9lCH9#»of  fii0icient  indignation,  his  ahhorrence  of  fucb  M 

f|n^i4nd  yet  he  was  ready  tocoDfcfsy  that  the  machination 

MiiccprnpUfting  the  purpofe  was  artfully  laid.     It  was 

jllipded  in  An  obfervation  of  human  feelings;  it  was  drawu 

Mche  fpecvlation,  that,  though  in  good  minds  there  was  ^ 

Cipofition  to  harmony,  yet,  perfons  put  into  a  ftate  of  com- 

Vft^ijlioinj  however  nearly  connected   by  hlood,  by  duty,  by 

•iS^ion,  were. thrown  into  a  ftate  of  nuitual  jealoury,  to  a 

riegine  inseparable  from  human  being.     Thus,  we  frequently 

&w  that  competition  endangered  tlie  exifteiice  of  the  pureft 

and  the  mofi  tender  feelings;  that  it  fomerimes  broke  the 

Mift  int|ais|te  conneflions  ;  and  it  was,  in  truth,  a  maxim, 

that  npjthing  chara<^erized  fo  truly  and  forcibly  the  features 

of-4i  noble  an(l  god-lifce  mind,  as  to  continue  free  from.jea- 

)oi|fy  in  a  ftate  of  competition*     Hpw  much  muil  thofe  per- 

ftwisli^vetoanfwei  for,  who,  with  a  perfedk  and  complete 

kipi^ledgft^if  this  weaknefs  of  human   nature,  yet  wickedly 

•pd^wantpiliy  purfued  a  meafure  calculated   to    involve  the 

ciDf^ie  in  the  ^amity.    He  ti:u(^ed  to  Hfu^ven  that  the  pur  • 

paJ^jf^DuM.be.^v^e^     He  had  conjfiileace  intheardei^t 

|i^>jaja4  ^ol^^jfagf^B  jffhich  amiieiate4..th^  bo\f^v\\^  ot  tUe, 

2itti«PH«i0^.«i»i^  hop^'d  tU^X  ng  atu"ac^  W<- 
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0veit)urowing  within  their  brcaAt  ttofiKit       iltt* €f >ffylwli 

iKey  m^ually  owed  to  the4:ountry.    .B|it,t ightlMAHIfi 

able  gentleman  4)acl  remarked,  that  lie  watnot  cofeK  itt»j|| 
laSiious  oppoiition.  He  wa»  ooe  of  theft  perfdn^  wh»  Jim 
tecn  fo  long  accuftomed  to  oppoikion^  as  to  ha^»  a  kindMfc 
fcr  it.  He  was  by.  no  means  iHiwHIiiig  to  fee  an«fipofitii|g 
llrong^  watchful,  and  fyfteniatic;  becaufi»be  thought  that 
there  might  be  a  fincere,  as  well  as  a  fyftematic  oppofitioni 
He  conceived,  however,  that  no  oppoGtion  ought  «»  iIhI 
arned  with  fucb  powers  as  the  prefent  fcheme  was  calcultted 
to  give  to  tho£p  who  (hould  oppofe  the  government  jof  tim 
Regei>t ;  for,  as  ^the  patronage  and  emoluments  of  office  hM$ 
belonged  to  the  Servants  of  the  CroWA,  an4  to  thofe-whs 
asded  with  them^  fo  he  thought  it  an  incumbent  duty  on  theiii 
whooppofed  Government,  that  by  reUnffuifliingallibaMkll 
ibat  patronage,  and  thofe  emoluments,  they  gave  a  pMpI 
to  this  country  for  the  fincerity  of  their  oppofition.  ilhil 
li^en  argued  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mn  Pultow]!) 
ihat  without  the  Iwrnfehold,  the  Regent's  government  w«wM 
lave  power  enough;  that  it  would  have  power  enoMhfin 
good  purpofes,  and  it  ought  not  to  have  more.  If  ituooUl 
be  found  that  the  Regent  had  power  enough,  theny  fdftlf^ 
it*  behoved  the  Houfe  to  refolve,  either  on  the  recovery  of 
tbe  pKBknt  King,  or  on  the  acceffion  of  his  fuccefTor,  to  tiki 
firom  theCrown  all  thefe  prerogatives  whidi  were  holden  froft 
the  Regent.  It  (hould  be  a  principle  in  all  good  govemmttl 
to  give  no  power  which  was  not  adlually  neceflarf  to  iW 
yurpofeji  or,  in  other  words,  neceflary  to  the  power  of  dcring 
good.  The  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  nad  maturely  veiled  fl 
theliands  of  the  King  all  the  prerogatives  of  the  (jrown,  bi 
riic  purpofis  of  good  government ;  and  now,  we  were  lb 
eftalJiih  a  Government,  without  the  powers  which  tbi 
Conftitution  declared  to  be  eilential  to  its  well  being.  iAu 
Fox  declared^  in  anfwer  to  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  Pulteno^ 
that  in  going  into  office  he  expefked  to  have  the  poweff  f^ 
tronage,  and  emoluments  of  office ;  the  emoluments  weiierf 
little  value,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  well  kneir» 
fince  every  Minifter  was  obliged  to  incur  expence  fully  p«^ 
irortionate.  But,  if  he  intended  to  be  honeftly  ufefolf  be 
muft  have  the  fair  means  of  carrying  thefr  intentions  inte 
executions.  If  he  had  to  employ  confidential  perfons  in  n*" 
tional  and  necefTary  fervices,  he  muft  enjoy  the  means  of  je* 
warding  them.  If  this  was  to  be  called  ambitious^  he  plea<idi 
guilty  to  the  charge.  It  was,  however,  an  ambition  cod* 
RUntwnsLl^  and,  in  his  mind,  neceflary*  He  would,  fof* 
momenr^  put  the  cafe  to  g|ei\t\emen  o%^Sbft <a\u»  ^^^n  tlwir 
growids  of  eflimation  of  x\\eMVDA&i«»  IftftYsA^  vBk<sA^««^ 
^  1  ^«^ 


&^ 
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loun       tl        proceeded  to  tmny  adt'wifel]r» 

_^  lyfat  intry^'*  Giant  Ulr1M;JMd  he 

MMih^^riM      >poi  loying  all  die  powers «f 

4M|OhliM((>ln  thdvmy  01  1       &»  emolunrMnUyaad  pMvo^ 

rlaii>:Itiir»  conmididy  that  t       Bedchamher  Lords  weie 

li»%|p||ivnd  fb«n»i;f  ilifpofed  to  ace  witii  Government,  tluc 

imf  Uifim  iMrab)  rtfift^a  good  mearure.    1  hie  wa«  one'  cf 

4*^dQfnit»Iicable  afleftionir  which  he  did  not  know  how  to 

)MR«i>  Wtsit  meant  to  fiiy  thar  this  corps  of  officer^  had 

JiNkiji'fiind>lif  fagflcity  to   difcover,  together  with   fucha 

•iMtf  Aeadinefs  «^m-rae  what  was  right,  that  they  a£)«i 

IttfMSAvnj  wiithont  ieader  or  dir«£lton  ?   He  Wat  iteady 

iMtofefttbttia  rather  to  he  'good  troops^  well  difcipliaedy 

WjiJiyO  laiii  qhodientf  xeady  to  be  brought  into  the  field  «( 

UHMV^IiNd<therr£rm  «od  adive,  while  engaged,  hit  they 

iMralt.fhit,  onty^  while  under  the  command  of  theOow4l^» 

HiW^Mitedcaowwhat  they  might  do,  if  put  under  anotlwr 

MMHiL^i^pnfetorian  band  might  turn  hack^  And  fly  frnn 

jJiliMi  <<  He  wtfMd'that  fome  generous  friend  of  -the  Mi- 

#MMQU*rifeiiip^4ind'honeitlvcotifrfs  what  ground  be 

^id«pon  in  this  bnitnefs;  that  he 'dift rafted  theoise  fide 

jphe  Houfe,  and  tteit  he  voted  for  thefe  reftriAiont,  be- 

WMbthd  had  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  other.     1  hat  tbe 

yihihill- politics  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  intereOod 

jMtf  of  Earl'  Fitzwilliam,  tbe  corrupt  ambition  of  Loi4 

ykn  Cavendiih,  determined  him  againft  entrufting  power  in 

-Utt  hands,  and  thar  on  the  other  iide  he  could  not  difcovej: 

^IMa  feint  portraits  of  thefe  Catalines  and  Cethegufes*     It 

filMs'eamen:  wifh  that  gentlemen,  if  they  diftrufted,  would 

tk^eonilitutionally.     If  they  preferred  A.  to  B.  tlie  power 

'if dttttfodl  was  yet,  he  trufted,  fufficient  to   turn  the^a 

''•I  of  offo6;  and  cipecially,  if  the  perfons  in  office  were  of 

Ibardflfcription  who  bowdd  to  the  authority  of  Parliaments 

faftead  of  this  manly  and  conftitutional  mode,  the  right  ho- 

ntnirable  gentleman  oppofed  men  by  crippling  Governmeuu 

'1?&  prevent  that  party  from  enjoying  office,  whom  he  thought 

Mtfligibte,  he  attacked  and  violated  the  Conflitution ;  he  de- 

woyed  the  balance  of  the  three  el^utes,  and  endangered,  for 

at  unlimited  time,  the  exiftence  of  every  thing  eftetitial   in 

Ae  Government  for  the  well  being  of  the  country.     It  was 

nfther  iingular,  alfo,  that  they  did  not  perceive  the  pofitive 

W'eaknefs  of  their  principal  argument  in  another  way,  Tl>cy 

objeAed  to  truft  the  houfehold  in  the  power  of  the  Prince, 

htaufe  he  might  change  the  King's  fervants,  and  yet  they 

Jit  it  into  the  power  of  the  Queen,  who  might    remove 

4lknat  pleafure.     Why  might  they  not  be  changed  by  Her 

Majefty  and  her  Council  of  Advice,  as  well  as  by  the  Re- 

l^t)  The  daneer  w;ks  jireciTely  equal.     It  \uA  \>eev\  cc^w- 
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fjendedy  that»  in ttbe  India  bill^  liiey  haS  attempt^  ti^V 
bliffli«  ibtrch.tftate^  unlike  the ivmfent,  as  woukHav6i| 
t^^m  forjtf¥eff'a)depen4o«fcof.tlioCt&wn  and  of  FiriilM 
ThopiecKtfaA  was^  thac  «lie. India  bill,  whether  ^g 
ftW  or  Hot,  Wji%  limited  in  its  dtfrEtioto,  and  the  fumtHip 
siitnvas  calhdy  coqU  not  be  reviTid^  <«rithoBt  anlc%ei 
•A  of  Parliament.  Now,  theiporth  eftafe  ft»  hcwr cefleJ 
tfai«  refolotton,  wrs  to  be  eilabliflied  'for  ever ;  it  bad  bog: 
Ttod*  *•  Bat,  the  patronage  ghren  to  the  fourdreftafie^ 
<«  the  India  bill/'  fay  they,  «  was|;iveB  to  fsbfeds^  iuft 
.<*  of  being  giTeci  to  the  Crown.**  ft  wai  given  idt  Mffi 
undoubtedly ;  bat,  it  was  taken  from  one  body  of  foftji 
and  given  to  another.  It. never  did  belong  to  the  Qm 
Now^  this  fourth  eftate  was  taken  fromthe  Crown^-  ia  liji 
the  Goi)ftitutioa  had  originally  •placed  it,  and  ghneirii 
fcbjed.  He  was  afioniflied  that  the  bonoiNrable  gentkfl 
^Mr.  Pulteney)  wl\o  had  taken  fo  adivse  a  fiart  in  Imfdor 
nrfaat  he  tbought  the  hazards  of  the  India  bill;  flioold^l 
hh  eyeS'On'tlie  preleiit  (b  much:  more  entevious  power  «ti 
tronage  fetzed  on  front.  the'Crow%  jud  put  kite  difll 
bands  from  the  execnUve  {K)wer. 

With  lefpeift-to  the  grounds  of  a  fpeedy  recovery,  w| 
the  right  hohouK^Ie  gentliKlian  hdd  out,  and  which  4 
formed  the  only  topic  of  his  argument,  he  did  not  fliMi 
fay  pne  fyllable.  If  it  were  true,  as  it  certainly  was^l 
it  muft  prove  a  ferious  thing  to  clvinge  the  Royal  pen 
it  was  a  more  frricua  thin^  to  change  tlie  nature  of  thefts 
ofEce.  It  mightbe  for  a  (h'ort  time ;  it  might  be  for  a h 
time;  It  was  certainly  for  an  indeiiilite time  that  theysi 
to  change  the  con'llitution  of  the  country,  and  aU  this  wi 
be  done  on  the  report  of  the  phyficians.  ffhyficiaAH 
acknowledged  that  the  fcience  of  phytic  was  the  inoft  uri 
tain  of  all  the  arts;  and  that  of  all  the  branches  of  phv 
this  particular  malady  was  the  nioft  uncertain.  So  tt 
they  were,  for  an  unlimited  time,  to  change  the  naturi 
the  third  eAate,  to  impoverifh  and  weaken  iheexecutivea 
to  create  a  new  eftate  in  tlie  country;  and  ;dl  this,  on' 
report  of  the  moft  uncertain  cafe  which  comes  Within 
view  of  the  moft  uncertain  of  all  fcienccs*  He  bfldobfen 
that  to  change  the  nature  of  the  kingly  oAcc^  was  n  ir 
ferious  thing  than  to  change  the  perion  9f  tbsKing.  ': 
Conftitution  provided  only  for  the  Crown.  The  King^' 
cording  to  the Conftitution,  was  nothing;  the  King  mi 
die,  the  King  might  be  imbecile;  the  Clonftitatjon,.  can 
only  of  the  Crown,  was  carelefs  as  to  the  precife-ahilit) 
the  King.  It  made  the  kingly  office  hereditary,  from 
con/jderation  that  the  Crown  being  permanently  v^t 
fcinuaiij^  the  fame,  fuU  and  ^>ix\voT\x.>xv\t>  m<^^^\«&  (io^ 
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^  the  perf  »o  was  to  wear  the  Crown,  fince  it  waf 
1»  gujd  und'reftrained,  by  pofitive  lawt.  To  ea« 
cbe^eL^^.^  L...  the  Crown^  was  a  truly  ferious  point* 
prtrogatives  wer«  to  be  pat  into  the  cuftody  of  the  two 
lies  of  Parliament,  and  they  were  proceeding  to  impair 
J  Crown,  for  the  fake,  of  the  King.  If  it  ihould  be  faid 
It  tlic  two  Hocfes  of  Parliament,  would,  no  doubt,  reftore 
"  iie  prerogatives  now  taken  away,  he  woukl  afk  them  how 
fcfiT  couM  anfwer  for  their  fucccffors.  An  honourable  Ba- 
rouet  had  figiithed  a  defire  to  know  what  the  confe- 
tttienee  Would  h-^  of  the  demife  of  the  Queen  i  If  th« 
Prince  Regent  {hould  die,  the  courfe  was  eafy  and  fim- 
1^,     The  next    Prince  in  fucceffion,  the  Duk^  of  York> 

irfive,  or  Prince  William,  would  be  appointed  to  the 
gency  ;  hut,  if  tlie  Queen  (hould  die,  in  whofe  hands 
would  they  place  the  cmlody  of  the  King  ?  In  thofe  of  th« 
DuVe  of  York  !  Would  they  ftrive  to  divide  the  Royal  bro* 

Kn}  A  talk,  which,  he  believed,  they  would  find  as  diifi- 
t  as  to  retnove  the  planets  from  their  fpheres.     In  whoA 
hands  would  it  be  placed,  joining  therewith  the  patronage 
to  be  cntruiied  with  the  Queen  ?  It  wiis  faid,  **  Why 
f  objedt  to  thi!;  eilaMifliment,  fince  an  eftabli(hment  for  the 
i  Prince  of  Wales  was  never  objeflcd  to,  on  the  fcore  of  its 
jgWiog  an  influence  ?^    This  was  a  moft  extraordinary  ar- 
sent,     Becaufc  three  or  four  places  were  not  dangerous^ 
vas  a^ed,  why  be  alarmed  at  400  }  Becaufe  50,0001*  did 
appear  dangerous  in  the  hands   of  the  Heir  Apparent^ 
had  ^  great  Houfe  to  maintain,  were  306,0001.  to  be  di- 
1?  Be  (ides  the  Prince's  eftablifhment,  the  fmall  revenue 
i  Corn  wall  excepted,  was  in  the  gift,  and  annually  dcpen- 
I  on  the  pleafure  of  the  King.  Several  Lords  in  this  Goun* 
and  even  fome  Commoners,  enjoyed  a  more'  ample  re- 
Qe  than  the  Prince  of  Wales,  becaufe  they  had  occafion 
'  a  kfs  burthen foine  eftabliftiment.     It  was  idle  and  ridicu- 
Sj  therefore,  to  compare  the  two  points  together.    The  ar- 
dent of  the  fpleiidour  of  the  King,  was  ftiil  lefs  to  be  regard^ 
What  !  did  tliey  mean  to  fay,  that  during  the  unhappy 
ralady  of  the  Kbig,  they  wifhed  to  exhibit  the  Royal  perfon 
Urith  all  tlie  efjulpnge  and  regalia  of  State,  which  were  only 

Kplic;ibli^  to  public  dtuations  !  It  wias  infulting  to  th« 
mnd^  feelings  of  the  Royal  Family,  to  imagine  fo  indeli- 
l^re  and  fo  grofs  a  circumftance.  Either  from  generofity^ 
orb  thefpirit  of  recipfocity,  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
faiteney)  had  contended,  that  there  was  no  ficuation,  in 
|kprefent  i\n  t  of  Europe,  which  could  givejuft  reafoa  Sou 
Pltrot^  gover  iment.  This  evidently  alluded  to  the  prc- 
^t  deran^ied  candltiott  of  France,  Qt  which  tht  \x%tt9^3^tV' 
Vol,  XXV.  O  ^  \iM 
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'  He  Member  liad  latdy  been  a  fp&dator,  and  if  tbp  hqaq 
^  abla gentleman  meant  that  the  low  circumilaKiQ^  Qf  F^k 
ought  to  induce  us  not  to  aflaij  her  wh^n  he^I^f^  the  ajr; 
meat  had  the  genexoGty  natural  l;o  the  honourabjie }Mei)^ 
but  perhaps  it  was  founded  in  that  principle  of  recip^Q^ 
which  had  lately  prevailed,  with  refpedl  to  th^t  rival  ppw 
that  becaufe  Hie  was  lowered  and  embarraiTed,  we  n>t3iil|0.! 
ourfelves  to  her  fli^ndard  ;  that  this  was  to  be  done  on  jnQ6ti 
of  reciprocal  affedtion,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  preferving  the  g 
tmderftanding  wJiich  now  fubfifted  between  us  un^iminiU 
There  was  a  fellowlhip  in  mifery,  that  endeared  its  obJ€ 
to  each  other.  Mifery  made  u^  acquainted  with  ftrjw 
companions;  it  levelled  the  fuperiority  of  pride;  it  fpftei 
the  afperities  of  oppofition.  Degraded  and  f^n)c  tQ  tlie.  a| 
dition  in  whicii  Irance  perhaps  was  at  this^momentp 
would  be  thought  an  eligible  mode  of  preferving  h?r  frica 
fliip,  and  preventing  giving  alarm  to  the  reft  of  para 
Unlets  forthefe  reafons,  he  faw  nothing  in  thepref^it  /|i 
of  Europe  to  induce  us  to  fu;Ser,  much  le(i»  volai)tari,iy 
embrace,  a  weak  governmeDt%  The  right  honourable  geaj 
man  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  not  expla,ined  to  the  Comroittise  t 
Tery  elTential  points.  If  this  houfehold  was  to  be  eftabliif 
in  thecuftodyof  the  Queen,  when  was  the  provifion  of  «i(hi 
he  fpoke  of  as  being  neceffary  for  the  ftate  of  the  Regefiti 
be  made,  and  what  was  to  be  the  extent  of  it  ?  This  ojn 
to  have  been  mentioned.  In  his  mind,  the  civil  lift,  iirpi 
•  prove  amply  fufficient,  both  for  the  provifion  to  the  Q^pii 
in  her  care  of  the  King's  perfon,  and  alfo  for  the.i^, 
the  Regent,  if  this  ridiculous  and  abfurd  fcbemf  was  j;ioX,Ji^ 
foed.  Upon  this  occalion>  Mr*  Fox  faid,  it.maypf^f 
be  a  matter  of  delicacy  to  ftate  the  opinion  of  HU.  Roj 
Highnefs,  but  I  know  it  to.be  the  fenUmpnt«  of.  His  fllqj 
Highnefs,  that  it  would  be  highly  irkfome  to  him  in  thei^ 
fent  melancholy  and  calamitous  fituation  of  the  Cpu()t 
to  add  any  new  burthen,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  jnciiea^iig  t 
ilate  and  dignity  of  his  own  fttuation,  ^  He  a<^e4f  tl 
perhaps  this  was  not  perfeAly  regular  for  \nm  tq>  ftat^  but 
he  knew  it  to  be  the  fentiment  of  His  Roy^  ^igfain^  i 
did  not  con(ider  the  obfervation  as  improper^.he  ba^j  9M 
tioned  it  to  the  Committee,  The  other  point  .upp.a,  ^^ 
,  he  wiflied  for  information,  was  the  ideas  of  the.cigbt  honff 
able  gentleman,  whether  thefe  reftriftions  were  to  have  a 
mited  duration,  and  what  he  fh'ould  think  the  proper  til 
fbr  their  conclufion*  In  conclnfion,  Mr*  Fosc  exprefly,  i 
«ertainty>  that  when  the  Public  can>Q  to  yif'w  the  wlipk 
this  fcbeme,  and  to  cotnparA  it  with  ,t^at  fourth^  eft^r^^ 
which  they  had  heard  fo  rourft^,  xV>f  ^o\^\i  S»^  th^t  this  ^c 
tMlood  all  the  mifchleCi  vliax  v?^^  ^^M  .^%Hj^fe^^ji^ 


DEBATES.  i 

Mi^iintft&ftt  this  was  in  truth  calcnlated  to  confer  a  fa;- 
Wii^itedllfi^  l^t 'with  the  good  government  of  the  country. 
0itV^'fPiafiff&ree  remarked,  that  not  the  Prince,  but  a  Mr.  Wil 
VlBl^ia»^^'febrt(o  powerful  as  to  caufe  a  King  to  he  de-  l^erforcc. 
miiiMfc^'^  A^pHtMy  he  faid,  like  his  honourable  and  learned 
iMFfalsii-ihiMy  rSir  John  Scott)  who  had  applied  himfelf 
WfiikV^H^  fiflttt  fhccefs  to  the  iludy  of  the  law,  could  not 
llfiffWewdftb^i^aVe  by  fnch  means  weakened  his  underAand- 
||ut^^  parliamentary  forms 

HllB''1iiS''hdn6urabYe  and  learned  friend  had  thus  acquired, 
l^te'^t^ii'n^iiifed  to  think  that  gentlemen' would  be  apt 
|MQ){>e&  llis . intentions  were  rather  tp  mifl^ad,  by  dint  of 
tS^^9i^r'hbilHjy  than  to  convince  by  fair  argument.     If  the 

g^^bf  tiife  King  were  d  miniflied,  the  government  of  this 
ittyWas  weakened ;  »nd  Jo  if  the  power  of  the  Regent 
diiUinifted,  the  government  of  the  country  waslikewife 
WESbeh^.  Mr.  VVilberfoice  obferved,  that  the  right  ho- 
lHtKfAfe'jg6htteii(fon  Who  fpoke  befoie  him,  had  proved  him- 
Hwj^imeft  more  religion  than.he  thought  belonged  to  him  ; 
jn^hM'te  fpoke  fo  much  againft  fuperftition,  he  Could  at- 
"^Sfe'tt-Wilytcythtf  difgufl  which  he  muft  have  felt  for  the 
jj^ut^'  rites  of  the  foreign  countries  through  which  he 
"y*pAflfed«  k  was  ir.uch  more  eafy  in  any  fituation,  to 
feil'th^ King's  return  tothe  Crown  than  gentlemen  might 
Hrt^.  J  Had  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  yet  for- 
tfi^His  fbi^i^  politics  ?  Was  he  fo  eager  to  avail  him- 
fiif  tlie  imbecility  of  the  French  government,  and  to  take 
Ihfefield'^g^lnft  our  former  enemy  ?  If  we  gave  all  the  Royal 
mil's, 'whh  thofe  reilridions  only  which  had  been  propofed 
llfllfe  PrBitt  of  Wales,  fufficient  authority  would  be  given 
te^j*  Aecfcflary  purpofes  of  a  Regent.  The  Prince  might 
tfwchttd  kegent,  but  it  behoved  the  Houfe  to  take  efjie- 
Sl-ferre;  ffial  during  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  he  was  not 
XH5H  fipOh  the  Throne. 

'^  tHif  .DrUte  faid,  there  were  very  few  cafes  in  which  he  muft     Mr. 
W  ohfifjieA  fo  differ  from  the  rip;ht  honourable  gentleman,  at   Drake. 
SU'lUM  tif  His  Majefty's  Exchequer;  that  he  admired  his 
ftaii^^r  sirid  talents,  but,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  could 
^  Asp  HEkritig  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Mr. 
S^jflte  t^g^  the  Houfe  not  to  cmbarrafs  Her  Majefty,  by 
IMAg  li^  out  of  the  domeftic  ftation,   in  which  flie  had  fo 
iftij^iAoi^di  With  fo  much  virtuous  attention  to  her  family, 
|ftl20Bfckij^  her  to  become  a  politician.     It  had  been  th« 
IcnHII^UF'-uI  who  knew  Her  Majefty,  that  (he   never  had 
Alfiyl^  #itb  politics,  why  then  ftiould  fhe  now  be  compelled 
irtttdrtc 'apattifen  ?  He  conjured  th*  Committee,  on  the 
KiKflMi  bei^dB,  to  a£t  .with  one  wifh,  one  feeWng,  oT\e  \o^;!\- 
t*'-Jfife'i5»oitfc/fAe  wonderful  abilities  of  tVve  V«o  ?;re:ax 
'^  O  o  a  \^o^^ei\\ 
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leaders  of  the  di£Eererit  (ides  of  the  Hbuft,  tiM  1aidf4l#ttiyil 
to  ^^e  the  time,  when  thefe  two  great  chafafi^rfr&foliMw 
longer  be  afting  as  political  s^dveHaries^  buty  Ih'^ohbdrt^M^ 
operating  in  meafures,  calculated  forth^  general  good.; *^  ^^^^ 
TBgard  to  the  retren<;hing  of  the  Royal  h.otrfel)bld,^Mr.'ir 
faid,  he  could  not  but  think,  from  the  fituatiort  of-MUi 
jefty,  that  he  could  not  want  the  liigbet  houfehoM  'it 
of  the  Crown  about  him.     An  honotirable  friend  rfW»la< 
laoved  an  amendment^  which  he  fliould  have  offeree^  hiid^ 
not  been  propofed,  and  that  was  to  fimpHfy  the  qiiciiAIoflf 
as  it  flood,  it  was  far  too  complicated.     He  was  gls^,  thSlit 
fore,  that  it  had  been  moved  to  divide  it ;  hedidnot;  IkMfr  , 
^veri  like  the  Minilter^^s  adherence  to  the  propofition  ih^  - 
complicated  and  entangled  form  in  which  it  had  been 'oii*  " 
ginally  moved  ;  and  he  declared,  that  if  he  had  hot  a  liHr|8  - 
Siare  of  confidence,  he  fhould  have  entertained  a  great  dcttl  ' 
of  fufpicion  on  that  account.  '-d 

Mr.Chan-     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  qbfervcd,  that  he  mufl  fitll  contdJ, 
tcllorPitt.in  defpite  of  fome  late  ingenious,  but  not  convFncing^  afljSl-  ' 
ments,  that  it  would  not  be  neceflary  for  him  to  prolong  &#«• 
bate  by  any  farther  reafoning  in'fupport  of  the  motfon«  ^UlB  * 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  fay/tftat-ha 
could  not  difcover  either  argument  or  talertt  in  any  of  thofe 
;  who  had  fpoken  in  favour  of  the  queftion  ;  he  happened^to 
differ  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,,  ^od  wa«  p^ 
fuaded  he  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  both  from  leveraAi^lii- 
tiemen,  but  moft  efpecially  as  much  of  each  as  couidi^be 
advanced  and  difplayed  in  a  fmall  compafs,  from  an  hoMOf'  ' 
able  friend  of  his  who  had  lately  fat  down.     He  faidi^ilie 
would  not  enter  into  argument  again,  but  proceed  to  aiiM^  '; 
.  two  points,  which  had  been  put  to  him  by  way  of  queftkto* 
The  firft  of  thefe  was,  a  cjueftion  when  the  reftr^ktos 
would  be  taken  off  the  Regent  ?    With  regard  tb  thie^piMdfe 
time,  there  was  great  difficulty  and  Inconvenience  iiffixfie 
that.     If,  contrary  to  hi*  fanguine  expe£)ation  and  I^He^ 
the  King's  recovery  fhould,  after  fome  time,  be  protraflttl> 
and  His  Majefty's  phyficians  /hould   pronounce  that  it  was 
not  Ukely  to  take  place  foon,  in  that  cafe,  he  fhould  -bft  of 
.  opinion  that  they  muft  be  taken  off  altogether.  -  Witkrc- 
•  fpefl  to  the  reftriflion  of  making  peerages,  wheiv  thiJjf(rM 
.  he  had  defcribed  fliould  come,  that   reftri<51ion  ought, ^itl'liis 
.  mind,  to  be  given  up,   and  done  away.'    At  the  p«ri«d'h« 
hatl  defcribed,  the  efiablilhment  of  the  houfehokl  'tni|;hrbQ 
.  reviftd  and  new  modelled.     Some  provifion,  alfo^  mllft  bo 
made  refpefting  the  real  property  of  the  CrbWn  ;.  'SinAi  it  t* 
the  places  for  life,  patents,  and  others,  he  flibuld'lhenxhiak 
♦  it  expedient  to  give  the  l^e^etvX.  a  ^^«  v.o  ^cvc^^fodh  •i-to' 
%lwsiy9  been   place*  £or  \\k.      K^\(i^^:.^x  ^^Kvwv\xA\«^ 
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iMMlib  ti  fiGh.be  was  extremely  d.efirous  of  giving  an 
l^nnbfln^l  ^  pras^^what  the  fort  of  jprovICon  was,  w^ich 
M^f^hn.mi  «:iprjfe  fopport  pf  the  dignity 'of  the  "Re- 
nAtW|W^*iS-^*i  to  tajjie  place?.  U  ith  regard  to  the 
^IhN^^^» 4l?|^^  think  tha^  imniediately  alter  the  bill 
W*fe  ?BlPqiOi:iPg.His  Roy^  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
kBw^^tf^tvp  Q$^t  thing  that  fpllowed  ought  to  be  tho 
|Hii#4K9'0P9Pf4^  ^^^  to  fupport  the  Prince  of  VVales*ft 
Mkf^^^^^f'^  with  becoming  dignity  and  fplendour.  Ai 
,  ij|kj^./i}u^tipa  of  ,iif bat  this  provifion  was  to  confift  m, 
4|liKrfi|^f^ot  in  h^  ow;a  mind  fuHy  determined.  With  re^ 
^|MA  tf),i)ipf  ^95^1  .Highnef^'s  declaration^  as  ihfinuated  br 
itfiii^^t;Ji(i/Q^^rMe  gentleman,  that  he  would  lament  any 
il^ltim  biji^g  |nadc,Qn  his  account  to  the  burthen  of  the 
i|[Hhiy^^eyary.  loar^  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  muft  applaud  the  mag^ 
iMPWittj  land  liberality  of  the  fentiment,  a  fentiment  which 
;IGs  Royal  Highnefs  had  inherited,  he  had  no  doubt,  from 
JfeftUboM^.^y  s^  tnagnanimity  of  his  princely  father ;  but 
|||>jg^rji^wai  p9caliarly  well  aware  wtiat  heavy  burthens 
•#li^6Gg^e  fp^wieo»  and  iince  he  had  the  honour  cf  being 
iJklHW'J^fU^fty^'  fervice  had  felt  the  painful  taik  of  being 
sMiCFld^  f^^4  ponfiderably  to  thof^  burthens,  in  order  to 
9lMP%rCHiB<«i^igcocies  of  the  country,  and  endeavour  to  re- 
ontm.Tifs.ioft  commerce  and  (inking  credit,  (an  endeavour 
wg^iic;^l)e.had  theJiappinefs  of  feeing  crowned  with  the  moft 
.Mpjl^  f^qcefsy  the  good  fenle  and  firmnefs  of  the  People 
^WttfiJPfethem  chearfully  to  fubniit  to  burthens,  of  which 
.-Mmffity  demanded  the  impofition) ;  yet,  notwlthflanding 
jdlJllfelcirciiimftances,  nothing  (hould  deter  him  from  coming 
nlMqi|;a|id,»aAd  propofing  a  new  ellablifliment,  fuitable  to  the 
•rtWftliijAfB  charadler,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Regent.  Nor 
noMMib^  think  of  taking  the  fum  necelTary  to  provide  for 
sljy^e4ab)i(bment  out  of  the  civil  lift,  which  was  the  pro- 
jr|ftty  pf  His  Majefty  ;  but  he  would  fairly  appeal  to  the 
l^«^lV(»  by  whom  he  had  been  fo  highly  favoured,  not  doubt- 
'jjtig  but:  that  they,  who  had  fo  chearfully  and  fo  fuccefsfully 
i;iK)ntr}bjUted  fo  much,  and  feen  their  credit  and  their  com- 
)lM&C,e;^^ored  ami  raifed,  in  confequence,  to  a  moft  flou- 
.fjUhjUg  ftate,  would  with  equal  chearfulnefs  contribute,  what 
rr^OQffipared  with  the  money  which  had  been  beforft  raifed 
.r^:ypD  Chem)  was  but  little  indeed,  in  order  to  provide  for  fo  > 
lOMvoidable  and  fo  fingular  an  exigency.  He  knew  not  whe- 
f4h<>ri.Jic  ihould  be  left  to  propofe  this  rr.atter,  or  whether  it 
itdgM^  not  devolve  to  other  hands;  bur,  whether  in  or  out 
rtfctfE^  ho  (hould  be  ready  to  ftand  forward  on  fuch  an 
fiMca^QO,  and  place  the  ex  pence  where  in  his  mind  it  ought 
^:(kk£^iUpoa  the  public  puri'e  of  the  cuuRtry* 
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Mr.  She-  Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  it  was  not  aii  aj^rtfeaMe  tk(k 
ridan.  to  enter  on  the  degree  of  comparative  abilities^  \i?ith  wfiJcR 
the  refolution  had  been  debated;  and  the  more  fo,  wheiit  ilia 
perfon  who  undertook  to  comment  upon  the  matter,  bad 
himfelf  been  principally  Concerned  in  the  debatis.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman's  explanation  retjiirred'  te'tt- 
planation.  The  right  honourable  gent 'enian  had^iterfhti 
right  honourable  friend  no  ahfwer  whatever  as  to  the  "KiA 
when  the  reftridl^ons  would  be  taken  ofF  the  RegenCJ|^i;  ffi 
cafe  his  expeftations  of  His  Majefty's  recovery  fhould  prove 
to  have  been  unwarranted,  as  he  verily  believed  they*  wb^ 
turn  out.  And  there  was  another  matter  of  no  Tmalf  te 
portance,  refpeiling  which  the  right  honourable  gerithiHl^ 
bad  not  faid  one  worcf,  and  that  was  the  Council  tci  bef^^Sii 
tided  for  the  Queen,  as  guardian  and  truftee  of  His  Mi* 
jefty's  Royal  perfon.  The  right  honourai>le  gentlemihj''d!l 
his  firft  opening  of  his  plan,  on  afonlier  day,  had  oitiitte(ftrt 
ftate  even  that  there  was  to  be  a  Couri(cil,  till  the  rtefolaftton 
came  Xo  be  read,  and  then  the  right  hononr.ible  gentlerfiiJ 
had  ftarted  up,  and  put  in  his  Council,  like  the  polKcriptfti 
a  letter,  or  a  matter  of  trifling  confequefice,  takirtg  (rarfe  ttl 
tell  them  no  more,  than  it  was  to  be  a  Council  ol  AdVifti 
not  a  Council  of  C-ntroul.  But  the  nature  and  conftfttf** 
tion  of  the  Council  ought  to  be  explained,  and  the  CoVniifili- 
tee  ought  to  be  told  of  whom  it  was  to  confill,  befotfe  "tl^ 
were  called  upon  to  vote  it.  '    ''. 

Mr.Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Piti  anfwered,  that  had  he  not  ItetJil  'iH^ 
cellorPitt.  folved  to  leave  no  point  wbatfoever  without  an  expl^atfiiC 
the  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  til™ 
for  an  explanation  would  have  caul'ed  his  filettce;'  'It 
.  was  impoffible  for  him  to  fay  when  the  re{lri<9:i(6«i[s,WcUB^ 
be  fit  to  be  taken  off  the  Regent,  in  cafe  His  MaJeftyWSSW 
not  recover,  as  was  expefted,  but  Parliament  \^r6u!a  aTWip 
have  it  in  its  own  power  to  remove  them.  Wrtfi  re^irf 
to  the  Council,  he  thanked  the  honourable  genHfenJafrt  fbt*  , 
having  given  him  an  opportunity  of  explaining  its  riatort' 
and  conllitution,  which  he  fliould  have  been  forry  toT^aW 
left  unexplained,  and  it  really  had  efcapcd  his  recolle«Slttl.; 
Mr.  Pitt  then  flated,  that  the  Council  was  to  Ite^ftl^i 
Council  of  Advice,  and  iir  no  fort  a  Council  of  ContW)tlll. 
It  was  to  include  in  it  all  the  great  officers  of  Hfs  Majefty*' 
houfehold,  with  fome  of  the  right  reverend  Prelates,  io-^gfttl^ 
it  .the  gravity  and  folenunty  due  to  its  importance,^  -.'^ 
At  length  the  Committee  dj^ided  ori  the  qneftion,'  tint 
the  words  iji  the  middle  of  the  quefliori  flind  p^ft  of  ttf 
iJ7orion.  '  '■  "     " '  * 

Ayes  12.9;  "Sees  ;^^,    VLt^^cyut^  6^'      ^-  =  •' 
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.jiifgiOfiAiio/^  then  xnoved^  **  That  the  words  ^<  for  a  li- 
%W^^4if^9^^-  be  add^d  to  the  motion  ;'^  upon  which  the 

^|(fr.ndytw^7  mov^,  «  IV^^  limit  the  duration  of  tljeRe- 
fLfcncyfbillxo.oix;  j^ear."  On  a  fuggeftion  from  Mr.  Pitr, 
;,t}ic^Plipcr.  tipie  for  difcufling  fuch  a  queftion^  would  be 
..  tI)<e.biU,was«L(!3^ualJy  brought  in,  the  motion  was  wiih^ 

«,wi.  '*'.Mf^?^ty  f>^f^^^^9  ^^^t  fie  had  given  hig  vote  for  the  Mr.RoIlc 

lljjflSjjatioe^tpt  ^  the  Regency,  under 

\v^w}j^iot\  derived  from  an  affurance  communicated  by  a 

^jtiipnpura'Je  gentleman    (Mr.  Fox)  laft  year,  that  His 

i|al..liighnefs  was.  not  married.     His  conftituents,  how- 

^  loidire^dhim  to  folicit  frelh    information   c;n  the 

d^   ,He  thercfoi:e  begged  leave  to  appeal  once  more  to 

ligj^t  ^$9nourable  gentleman. 

^^iJFrancts  Bajfei  obferved,  that    it  was  a  mod  indecent        Sir 
Uyc;^  Xs>  agitatje  queftlons  of  this  fort,  where  tjie  very  per-    Francis 
'la  propofed  them  were  obliged  to  alk  for  informatioa     Baffci. 
|D^^|Jph.to.groui;id  fhem.*     If  the   honourable  gentleman 
Jyi|;«;janj  thing  on  the  fuhjeft,  let  him  bring  forward  a 
.^[^^i^  Uyy^iifiAQW  that  .knowledge.     If  he  did  not,  it  was  at 
tflffiiffii^^P^^  ^d  indecent  to^hrow  out  infinuarions,  which 
lusfjp  u>l^r  from  being  founded  in  fa3:,  that  the  author  of 
Ac^  was  comyelled  to  have  recourfe  to  otl)er  Members  of 
.^.I^ufe^  to  try  if  he  could  not  obtain  that  information, 

f;U.whicb9.  in  the  firft  inftance,  he  ought  not  to  have 
a.iingle  ftep  in  the  bufinefs. 
*iJ^^  appealed  to  the  Chair,  whether  he  was  di for- Mr.RoHc. 
!  wfi^j  repeating  his  fo;  mer  words.     He  added,  tbat  having 
[-.Hg^;fi^>|[n  a  right   honourable  gentleman  (Mn  Fox)  on  a 
I  fi^V^  dccafion,  an  explicit  ciifayowal  of  any  fuch  marriage, 
Ste^SJ^  ^'^  ^^^  fince  heard  and  read  that  the  difavowal  was 
^  TCi^^itnted,  he  neverthelcfs  fo  far  irufled  to  the  right  ho- 
toiw^le^  gentleman's  declaration,  as  to   agree  to   make  tli^ 
]^f|i]if:e  Regent.     He  meant^  liowever,    when   the  bill  was 
bfjragbt  rn>  to  move  ffcveral  claufes  upon  that  point,  which 
Bo^^^taior  cppofition  (hould  induce  him  to  decline  pro* 
^WWfr-    |L<>rd  North  refle^^ling  upon  Mr.  Rolle  for  what  he. 
^ii^idy  he  declared  that    he   alluiled  not  to  ano!>ymons 
pvjlMC^tipns,   but  to  a  pamphlet,   with  a  name  to  it  at    full 
lei^.  •  .  V 

s.jf!pr4.  Jyi».*ii  replied,  that  an  aflt^rtion  at  the  very  b?g'n-  Ld. North 
1^-^thi^t.  pamphlet  was  f.iificient  to  difcredit  it ;  for,  the 
.tuthor  (ittr.  Horne  Tooke)  who  was  a  verv  ingenions  gen- 
'tlemaa,  fee  out  with  d^ciarin^,  that  the  marriage  a:l  v^  s  v\o 
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law ;  an^  if  aflertions  of  that  fort,  ftating  an  a^  ^Mled  6t^ 
iiir)gi  Lords,  and  Commons,  was  to  be  believedy  w€'\t^m^ 
in  a  ftate  of  pature,  and  there  w^  an  end  of  all  giiffA** 
ment.  *  / 

Mr*  Pulteney  propofed  fom^words,  to  limit  both  the  c»* 

flridlions,  and  the  whole  power  of  the  Prince. 

Mr.  Mr.  Pitt  obferved  that,  although  he  rather  preferred  _ 

Chancel-   ing  the  period  for  the  limitation  both  of  the  teft^idioQS 

lor  Piti.     the  whole  power  of  the  Prince,  unfettled  for  the  pre 

-  yet,  he  had  no  particular  objeflion  to  limit  the  dumtii 

the  whole  bill,   as   the  whole  fettlement  of  the  Ri 

would  then  undergo  a  proper  confideration,  and  the 

objeftions  which  he  had  made  againft  limiting  the  reftiafjj^ 

tions  only,  would,  in  a  great  jneafure,  be  obviated*  jt 

Mr.  Fox.       Mr.  Fox  rather  agreed  with  Mr.  Pulteney,  but  heggedfjif^ 

Houfe  to  obferve,  that  tiiey  were  in  truth  turning  the  C(n|||^^ 

ftitution  into  a  republic,  by  fuch  repeated  ele<^oDS  of  .t)l|^ 

Chief  iMagiftrate. 

The  propofition  was  agreed  to  be  withdrawn  at  prtfin^ 
in  order  to  be  propofed  again  in  the  bill. .  a 

This  converiation  over,,  the  reports  were  read  afitfl>lfli| 
fecond  time.  .  'i 

An  amendment  was  propofed,  after  ^^  empowered'*  to  OM* 
fert  <*  for  a  time  to  be  limited.     Withdrawn  by  leave  ff' 
the  Houfe. 
,  In  the  fecond  refolution,  after  "  extisud,**'  to  infer!  ^^  l§(  1 

"  a  time  to  be  limited.*'    Negatived.  .  J 

In  the  third   refolution,  the  fame  amendment;  and  jMh||| 
the  word  "  oiEces**  to  infert  "  as  were  on  the  firft  dav  ft" 
**  November  Jail  holden  for  life,  except  fuch  offices.'^  Hl^ 
garived.  ^ 

Then  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  refolutions  were  ifm 
and  agreed  to,  aiul  ordered  to  be  communicated  to  the  Mflp 
at  a  conference ;  and  that  Mr.  Wilberferce  do  go  If  ipt 
.Lords,  and  defi  re  fuch  conference. 

The  Houfe  adjourned.  -         , 
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Sty.  *I4StS  of  the  MAJORITY  and  MINORITY  on 
M$m§  fivrpeaing  the  &EG£:NC  Y.  With  a  Lift  of  thoi« 
oen  who  hav«  not  voted  on  thofe  Queftioiis. 
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.JORirV^on  the  Queftions  Fefp^aing  the  REGENCY. 


3KOMBIE,  B.  Clacima- 

'hi"  "  ■  -  ■ 
'iVifottiefs 

Mt)^  XT*  UtVTttS 

»p,'  Hefey,  Tnrrd 

[,  J,  Soutbamptm 
XHj  F.  Reading 
Xbltl,  CiYenctfter 
"^Sit  R.  P.  Aldhorfittgh 
Lord^  Lakncejlon 

;  Vi.C9rfeCafHe 

f^  R.  Kincardinejhire 

i  F.  Grampound 

.  !•  Exeter 

fiktfic,  Dunwlch 

!faae,  Cij/w 

jtDiij  J.  Newton^  Hants 

J^'tL.  St.  Ives 

I,  £dmond,  Dartmouth 

IK  Lord,  £a/^ 

pl.  Anglefea 
3ft,  Edw.  Hifidon 
te^  Lord,  7i/»f/j 
y,  H;  Tarmoteih 
rbam^  W.  Reygate 
tjf.  Hon*  G.  Glouce/lerjfhire 
,  Sir  Cecil,  Bramhtr 
lurne,  J.  Lancajhin 
ifxiy  M.  Maidjhne 

,  C.  C^i/?/^  iJ/% 
,  R.  W.  C&£/?^ 
ren,  Hugh,  S/.  Mawes 
r«V  W.  A.  S.  2rwr<? 

ling,  C.  HtwcafiU 
CL  SandwicA 
fXXV. 


Brit^kdale^  M .  itr^^/ 
Brodie,  A.  Afefm  Countf 
BfX)oke,  T.  NeuJtimy  LaHea/hirt    ' 
Browne,  T  Hawkins,  Bridgefurti 
Browne,  F.  J.  Derjctjhirt 
Brudenell,  G.  B.  Rutlandjhire 
Burges,  J.  B.  Htljiom 
Burton,  F.  fVoodfifitk 

Call,  J.  CoUitigun 
Calver,  J,  Hertford 
Calver,  J.  Jan.  Tamworth 
Campbell,  Lord  F.  Inverary  County 
Campbell,  Hay,  Ginfgiw^  &c. 
Carew,  R.  P.  Ryegau 
CafwelI,T.  5rtfr*/^ 
Cawthorne,  J.  F.  Lincoln 
Ceci',  Henry,  Stamford 
Chaytor,  W .  Heydon 
Cocks,  Hon.  J.  S.  Grampound 
Colt.  R.  Lymington 
Cornwall  is,  Hon.  W.  Portfmoutb 
Cotton,  Sir  R.  S.  Che/hlre 
Courtoon,  Earl  of,  Marlborough 
Crickit,  C.  A.  Ipfwich 
Cruger,  H.  Brtftol 
Crutchley,  Jeremiah,  Horjham. 
Curzon,  P.  A.  Leominjier 

Darell,  L.  Heydon 
Da (h wood.  Sir  H.  fVoodftock 
Dawes,  J.  Hajiings 
Denham,  Sir  J.  S.  Lanark/hire 
Devaynes,  W.  Barnftaple 
Dickins,  F.  Cambridge  Town 
DimfdaJe,  B.  Hertford 
Dolben,  Sir  W.  Oxford  Unlverfitj 
Douglas,  A.  Forfarjhire 
Douglas,  Sir  G.  Roxburghjhire 
Drake,  W.  Sen.  Agmondejham 
Drake,  \V.  "Jvxrv.  ditu 
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Drummond,  H.  Midhurjl 
Drummond,  }•  Shaftejbury 
Dunccmb,  H.  Torkjhire 
Dundas,  H.  Afid'Lothian 
Duntze,  Sir  J.  Tiverton 

Edgecumbe,  Hon.  R.  Fowey 
Edmonfton,  Sir  A.   Irvine  Bo* 

rough,  &c. 
Edwin,  C.  Glamorgan/hire 
Egerton,J.  W.  Brackley 
Egerton,  W.  Hindon 
Eliot,  Hon.  E.  J.  Lijkeard 
ElfOt,  Hon.  J.  Lijkeard 
Ellis,  J.  T.  Lejhvithiel 
Eftwick,S.  JVeJlhury 
Eufton,  Earl  of,  Cambridge  Uni- 

verjity 

Fane,  Hon.  H.  Lyme  Regis 
Fane,  Hon.  T.  ditto 
Fanfhaw,  R.  Plymouth 
Fellows,  Wm.  Andover 
Fcrgufon,  Sir  A.  Edinburgh 
Fife,  Earl  of,  ElginjTnre 
Fitzroy,  Lord  C.  ^7.  Edmondf- 

bury 
Fleming,  J.  Southampton 
Flood,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry,  Seaford 
Fluyder,  Geo.  Chippenham 
Frafer,  J»  Gatton 

Gamon,  R.  Pf^tnchejler 
Gafcoyne,  B.  Liverpool 
Gideon,  Sir  S.  Coventry 
Gilbert,  T.  Litchfield 
Gipps,  G.  Canterbury 
Goddard,  Ambrofe,  ff^ilt/hire 
Gordon,  Lord  W.  Invernefs/hire 
Gordon,  J.  Stoekbridge 
Gough,  Sir  H.  Braniber 
Gower,  Earl,  Staffordjhire 
Gower,  Hon.  J.  L.  Appleby 
^praham.  Marquis,  Great  Bedwin 
Grant,  J.  Sutherland/hire 
Gregory,  M.  Newtoky  Hants 
QreavUh,  Ru  Hon.Jatnes,  Btuk- 
ingiam 
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Grenville,  Right  Hon.  W,  Y\ 

Speaker,  Bucks 
Grigby,  J.   Suffolk 
Grimftone,  Vifc.  HertfordpHre 
Grimfton,  Hon.  W.  St*,  Albani 
Grofvenor,  Hon.T.  Chejier 

Hales,  Sir  P.  Marlborough 
Halifax,  Sir  T.  Aylejbury 
Hamilton,  J.  J.  St.  Germain 
Hamilton,  J.  Haddingtonjhire 
Hammett,  Sir  B.  Taunton 
Hardinge,  G.  Old  Sarum 
Harley,  Rt.  Hon.  T.  Hereford^ 

Jhire 
Hawkins,  C.   St.  MichaeFi 
Henniker,  J.  New  Romney 
Herbert,  Lord,  fPilton 
Hill,  Sir  Rich.  Shropfhin 
Hill,  J.  Shrewjbury 
Hinchingbroke,  Vifc.  HuntingdiJt 

fiire 
Hobart,  Hon.  H.  Norwich 
Hoghton,  Sir  H.  Pre/ion 
Home,  P.  Berwickjhire 
Hobart,  R.  Bramber 
Honey  wood,  Sir  J.  Steyning 
Hood,  Alex.  Bridgewater 
Hopkins,  R.  Dartfnouth 
Hopkins,  B.  B.  Ilcbefier 
Howard,  Sir  G.  Stamford 
Howard,  Hon.  R.  Steyning 
Hungerford,  J.  P.  Leicejlerjhiri 
Hunter,  J.  Leominfter 

Jekyll,  J.  Calne 
Jennings,  Geo.  Thetford 
Jervis,  Sir  J.  Tarmouth 
Johnes,  T.  Radnor/hire 
johnfton,  Sir  James,  DumffUi 
Irvine,  A.  £^  Looe 

Kempe,  T.  Lewes 
Kenfington,  Lord,  HaverfQfAiJtfi 
Kent,  Sir  C.  Thetford 
Knight,  J.  G.  Aldborough 
Kynafton,  J.  Sbropjbirf 
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lam,  Sir  J.  Northampton/hire 
Ion,  John,  Sudbury 
ifeijE.  Uorthalierton 
^.  Sir  R.  fVarw'ickJhire 
i.  Lord  G.   Suffix 
eullier,  B.  Andavtr 
SjSirW.  Lond'M 
In,  Earl  of,  Eaft  Retford 
ton.  Sir  Edw.  Stafford/hirs 
ajW.  fVorcefkrJhire 
»  Charles,  Ry€ 
,SirJiT.  fFiit/lUre 

onald,  Sir  Arch.  Ntwcqfile 

namani>  J.  Leicefter 
reth,  R.  jiJhhurUn 
ocks,  J.  IVefthury 
Do  wall,  A.  IVipovon 
vraring,  W.  Aftidiefex 
lers,  R.  Bedwin 
n,  J.  Tewkjbury 
T^  Tv  Gloueefterjhire 
)ey.  Sir  J.  5«rrfjf 
sjr,  G.  £aftGrinftead 
ricr,  Paul  Ic,  Sou  thwart 
af,   P.  Horjham 
eton,  Sir  C.  Rocheflcr 
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1^  R.  A.  Reading 
Is^, .  R;  Crick/ade 
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Orchard,  Paul,  CalUngton 

Pardee,  J.  Plympton 
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Pcachey,  J.  Shoreham 
Penn,.  Richard,  yJppleby 
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RadcliffJ-,  SirC.  F.  i^/A« 
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Roufe,  C.  W.  B.  Eve/ham. 
Rufliout,  Sir  J.  d'tto 
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Smith,  W.  Sticdury 
Smith,  Jofiah,  Devizes 
Smyth,  J-  Pontrfraa 
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Stanley,  J*  Lancajhire 
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Dundas,  Sir  T.  ^tirlingjhue 
Dundas,  Tho«  Orkney 
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Eden,  Sir  John,  Di-rham 
Edwards,  G.  Noel,  Rutlay;d 
Elliot,   Sir  Gilbert,    Berwitk  on 
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Ellis,    Rt.  Hon.  Welbore,  fVey^ 

mouth,  &c. 
Elphmftone,  Hon.  G.  K.  Dym-^ 
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ErfljLine,  Sir  James,  ALrptth 
Evelyn,  Wm.  Hythe 
Ewer,  Wm.  Dorcbcftcr 

Farrer,  Thos.  fVarcham 
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mouth 
Fielding,  Vifc.  Berealfton 
Fitzherbert,  T.  Arundel 
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Pleming,  Sir  Michael  Le,  fViJl- 

more  and 
Foley,  Hon.  Edw.  IVorcfJierJfm  c 
Foley,  Hon.  And.  Droitwich 
Forefter,  Geo.  IVenlock 
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Frederick,  Sir  John,  Chri/lchurch 
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Garforth,  J.  B.  Hafkmere 
Gould,  Sir  Char.  Breconfhire 
Gould,  Charles,  Brecon 
Greville,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles,  ^W* 
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Ham  Iron,  Pvt.  Hon.  Wm.  Ger» 
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Hanay,  Sir  S.  Camelford 
Hayrifon,  3o\\U|  (ariTn|Irjj 
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Hunt,.  Thomas,  Bo  m;n 
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Kingfmill,  Robert,  Tregony 
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Ladbroke,  Rot:.  fVarwick 
Lambton,  W.  H.  Durham 
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Jiire 
Laurence,  Wm.  Rlpon 
Lee,  John,  Clithet'oe 
Legh,  T.  Peter,    Newton^   Lan- 

cajhire 
Lemon,  Sir  Wm.  Cornwall 
Lemon,  John,  Saltajh 
Lifbume,  Earl  of,  Cardigan/hire 
Lifter,  Tho.  CUthtroe 
Long,  Dudley,  Gtimjby 
Lowther,  Sir  Wm.  Cumberland 
Lowther,  John,  Hafemen 
Lowther,  James,  fVcJlmoreland 
Loveden,  Edward  L.  Mingdon 
Ludlow,  Earl,  Huntingdonjhire 

Macbridf,  John,  Plymouth 
Mackenzie,  Francis  Hum.  ^^- 
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Molefworth,  Sir  Williani, 
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Monckton,  Hon.  Kdw.  Stajiini^  I 
Montagu,    Rt.  Hon.  FredeiicK  * 

Higham  Ferrers 
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Morgan,  John,  Monmouthjh'wt   > 
Morfhead,  Sir  John,  Bodmyn 
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Moyfey,  Abel,  Bath 
Mundy,  Edw.  M.  Derby/hire  '  ■ 
Myddleton,  Richard,  Denbigh ,  ; 


Nedham,  Wm.  tVinchclfea 
Nefbitt,  John,  fVinchelJea 
Newhaven,  Lord,  Gatton 
Newnham,  Nath.  London 
North,   Lord,    Banbury 
North,  Hon.  G.  A.  Wotton  Ba^ 
Norton,  Hon.  Chappie,    Guii 
ford 


Ord,  John,  IVcruiover  y 
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Owen,  Hugh,  Pembroke  -         •     \ 
Owen,   Wm.  Moftyn,   Afoni^  ] 
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Page,  Francis,  Oxford  Univer^p  , 
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Parker,  Sir  Peter,  Maiden     \_'j 
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Samuel,  jildborough 
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5,  Hon.  Kd.  Lumley,  Lin- 
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more,  John,  Hereford 
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,  George,  Jberdcen/hite 
,  Hans,  Chri/ichwch 
,  Wm.  Charles,  S/.  ^/i^fl«'j 
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Stuart,  John  Shaw,  Renfrewfisirt 
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Taylor,  Mich.  Angelo,  Poole 
Tempeft,  John,  Durham  City 
Thorold,  Sir  John,  Limoln/hite 
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Dunwich 
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Vyner,  Robert,  Thirfk 

Upper  Oflbry,  Earl  of,  Bedford-^ 
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Walpole,  Hon.  Horatio,    Lynn 

Regis 
Walwyn,  James,  Hereford 
Warren,  Sir  George,  Lancafler 
Webb,  John,  Gloucejier 
Webfter,  Sir  Godfrey,  Seaford 
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Whitmore,  Tho.  Bridgenorth 
Wilbraham,  Roger,  Heljion 
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Clavcrmg,  Sir  Thomas,  Durham    Orde,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  Ar« 

County 
Compton,  Lordj  Northampton 
Cunninghame,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert, 

EaJ  Grinjkad 
Cuft,  Francis  C.  Grantham 


Eden,  Rt.  Hon.  William,  Heytef- 
bury 

Fergufont  James,  BamJ^/hlre 
Goodricke,  bir  John,  Ripon 

Hare,  James,  KnareJbor$ugh 

Lewis,  Edw-  Uew  Radnor 


wich 

Palk,  Lawrence,  JJhburPni  •  »  ^ 
Peyton,  Sir  Harry,    CamMd^ 

Jhir£  •    -■■ 

Pitt,  Hon.  George,  DorfitJlm%''\ 

Rumhold,    Sir   Thomas^    Wtf^ 

mouth  -f'. 

Ruffell,  Lord  Wm.  Surrey     '  - 

Smith,  Nathaniel,  Rochefler 

Trevanion,  John,  Dtrun- 
Trevelyan,  bir  John,  Somtrfetfl/irt 


Luttrell,    John  Fownes,    Mine-  Trottman,  F.  Korthampton 

head 

Vaughan,  Ev.  Lloyd,  Mgrioneih 

Manfell,    Sir  William,    Carmar-  Jhire 

thenJJnre 

Milford,  Lord,  Pembroke/hire  Watherftone,  Dalhoufie,  Bo/im 

Mitford,  W.  Niwport^  Cornwall  Wilkes,  John,  Afiddlefix 

Montgomerie,  'Hugh,  Airjhlre  Wycombe,  Lord,  Chip  ff^ycmk^ 

Worcester  and  Gloucester  Vacant.  ; 

Colchester,  Double  Return. 


Tuejday^  7,0th  of  January. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  Ijfid'.ftKt 
the  Lords  at  a  conference,  to  whom  he  had  delivered  the^fd^   ' 
lutipns  come  to  by  that  Houfe,  as  he  had  been  dircft^J,  / 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  the  FJoufe  toil 
put  inro  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Natlpn  upon  the 
cnfuing  Friday;  and  the  fame  was,  upon  motion,  dilcbarg^j 
;^nd  appointed  for  the  Monday  following. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned.  ■"" 

Monday^  26th  of  January,  \' ' , 

A  melTage  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  deCrimg  •^CPP' 

ference.     It  was  then  moved,  ^.^  That  the  Mama^nfiAo 

<<  condu£ied  the  laft  conference,  (hould  likewife  coDdnftw 

*^  conference  now  defired."     Thf?ir  names  were  a<;iDM^ii||!f 

-  called  over,  and  they  \«iihdtew  to  the  Houfe  of.£emrflP 

in  a  fbon  time  retucned  mtK  x\\t  x«^o\»XAWBL%^'Krc«i\«»<i;f 


f^fitjfi^  D'  £    B    A    r    E    S.  1) 

Atdfl*  GoDAitttt  dn  the  State  of  the  Nation  was,  upon 

flMbMiy  put  off  until  the  morrow. 
TteMafters  inf  Chancery  having  brought  a  nieflage  from 

WHiMHii^^.Ldrd%'requefting  a   prefeiit  conference,  and 

i|toheMiaTing  been  read  from  the  Chair, 

'  Mr.  Burke  remarked^  that  he  wifhed  eamefily  to  be  made  Mr.Borl 

MijiaiiiUdWith  the  fui^eA  matter  of  the  intended  conference. 
orts  were  circulated  that  a  proceeding  of  confiderable  im^i' 
riot  was  about  to  take  place  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Par- 
nt.     He  tmfted,  therefore,  that  the   right  honourable 

'  gtaltkman  wouM  give  them  fome  information  on  the  fabjed,- 
^.tbe  refoluttons  having  been  fent  up  from  that  Houie, 
%ouIdf  Aate/to  them  what  was  the  next  (Vep  which  they  were 
to  be  called  upon  to  take;  fince,  without  fuch  information, 
Ae  whok  nVatter  muft  continue  dark  and  unintelligble. 
v-M^«  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  Mr. 
tnl  nbt  a^irare  of  any  great  impropriety  or  irregularity  in  Chancel 

'  Ihe  prefeAt  proceeding,  or,  indeed,  in  any  meaiiires  wliich  ^^^  ^"'* 
lilherfo  had  been  purfued,  upon  this  important  and  mrlan- 
Adlir  occafion.  They  had  fent  the  refolutions,  as  foon  as 
fherloufe  had  voted  them,  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
IMir  a  conference  was  demanded  by  the  Lords  ;  but  it  was 
ibpoffible  for  him  to  ftate  what  would  pals  at  that  confe- 
Abce ;  although  be  fhould  fuppofe  that  the  objeA  of  it  very 
^roper)y  was  to  let  them  know,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
bd agreed  to  the  refolutions  fent  up  by  that  Houfe;  and, 
fcwlv,  a  reaueft  of  this  reafonable  nature  could  not  be  fe-  ' 
riooily  conudered  by  any  honourable  gentleman  as  objec- 
tionable. 

•  Mf.  Burke  replied,  that  if  he  had  difcoveredeven  themoft  Mr.Bur! 
diftant   intention  of  objecting   againft  the  conference,  the 

ft  honourable  gentleman^s  anfwer  would  have  been  not 
ilrong  but  fair;  yet,  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether 
lad  objeded  to  the  conference.  On  the  contrary,  he 
^)iid  iMerely  rifen  to  a(k  for  information;  and  that  informa- 
'^iiin  #as,itfeems,  denied  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Burke  added  fome 
"^^S^X  refleftions  on  the  fteps  that  had  been  taken  by  the 
i'Hbufes  hitherto,  and  faid  that  every  ftcp  in  which  they 
proceeded,  was  an  attempt  to  introduce  fome  new  principle 
in^he  obnftittttion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  declared  that  he  could,  with  truth,       Mr. 
ifibtethe  right  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe,  that  Chance 
MiiMb  oob»  be  more  ready  than  he  was,  at  all  times,  to  ^^'^  ^^^'' 
iM^  itifonnation  that  he  could,  with  any  fort  of  con- 
^  jTy'to  that  Houfe ;  and  vrhenever  he  had  a  meafure  to 
_  ht  Wat  ready  to  open  it  fully,  after  due  notice 

llfiirtS  >abdw         the  time  of  the  notice  was  not  thought 
fUb^^^  ft^«      a/w3  v«  wiihrtg  ta  enlwtt^  *v\  ;  \>uts  ^sx'ctM  > 
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it  was  not  introducing,  finy  new  pjpiii^iple  ii|  tbQ  <9qp0itu|;^ 
for  him,  as  a  Member  of  that  Houf^,  to  re&ife  giviiig  Mjliiu^ 
formation  of  wh^t  wass^ut  to  pafsin  thepther  Hqule;,  1/ 

Mr,  Mn  BurhobCervi^  that  lie  muft  ftiU  ipfift*  th*t  ji^^g 

Burke,    offending  up  tho  refoluticns  to  the  Houfe  of  XfOids^,^^ 

fundamentally  todeftroy  thedeliberativCLCapacitybfji;hj^ji  ^^ 
the  other  jHoufe  of  Parliament;.     Voting  rcfolutio^|,-iu  tj^ 
abftradl,  was  a  n^w  mode  of  proceeding*  attended  with  a^^ 
inconvenience.    Their  former  regular  way  had  this  advajjh  . 
tage;  they  were  not  committed  by  the  other  Houfe»  butinj  ■ 
frequent  opportunities  of  knowing  whether  the  bill  iiitco- 
duced  by  the  other  Hpule,  and  grounded  upon  their  reloji^ 
tions,  was  a  monfter  or  not.     By  the  mode  that  hs^  hfilg^ 
adopted  of  their  voting  refolutions,  in  the  name  of  the  Ho^ 
of  Lords,  and  obtaining  the  fubfequent  concurrence  of ^thijl 
Houfe,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  had  pledged  themfelves  to  ffao 
bill,  founded  on  thofe  relolutions,  and  that  Houfe,  kft  tin 
fame.xefpe^l,  were  pledged;  io  that  the  two  Houfes  w«ni 
mutually  pledged  to  each  other ;  :^  circumftance,  which  Mc 
ded  to  undermine  and  take  away  the  deliberative  capiK:ttyio{   ' 
both.     For  this  they  had  but  one  precedent,  and  that  mi^  j 
the  Irifli  prapoiitions  ;  but,  at  that  time,  much  weightjjinl  ; 
ferious  argument  had  been  urged  againft  fuch  a  mode  otpft»   < 
ceeding.     For  his  part,  he  thought  the  reafon  affigoed  foi 
it,  a  hid  one  at  that  time,  and  he  thought  fo  now.  ;Ths  - 
fame  reafon,  however,  did  not  then  exift,  nor  could  it  be  co(h  .* 
tended,  tliat  they  were  obliged  to  wait  the  concurrence  of  if   ^ 
third  party* 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  aiid  it  was  agreed,  that  tlrf    \ 
requifition  of  the  Hoofe  of  Lords  be  complied  withy  ;^    i 
a  prefent  conference  holden  in  the  Painted  Chamber.       ' '    * 
As  foon  as  the  conference  was  over,  Mr.  Chancellor  FtA  . 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  next  ftep  which  he  fhould  pt^    | 
pofe,  would  be  to  lay  the  refolutions,  voted  by  the  two  Hsfr;    j 
fes,  before  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  pN    I 
der  to  know  whether  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  willing  to  afi^ 
cept  the  Regency  upon  thofe  conditions,  and  therefece'lji^ 
gave  notice  that  he  ihould  make  a  motioti  for  an  humble'iB^ 
drefs  for  that  purpofe,  on  the  morrow.  '  t 

r.Grcy.  Mr.  Grry  obferved,  tliat  the  right  honourable  gentlettiaiJ 
did  notfeem  to  have  made  up  his  mind  to  any  plaJi  whatejti'; 
but,  if  he  had,  he  would  afk  the  meaning  of  the  prefent' ^f^ 
pofition,  for  laying  the  reftriikions  before  His  Royal  HigJ*" 
nefsthe  Prince  of  Wales,  and  addreflingthe  Princej  to  knM 
whether  he  would  accept  the.  Regency  on  thofe  comliupn^ 
or  not?  He  had  heard,  Mr.  Grey  faid,  m  a  C'^immittee^, frd© 
an  authority  which  he  was  bound  to  confidcr  as  ofie  of  die 
£r[l  in  that  Houfe,  that  thev  viftie2L  te^\i\^\L^iaV\'&m^v\\^  ly 


rtf!,  they  weti  a  conipteat  Letlflattir^  lift. knew  not  why 
mj  (howld  ad(  the  P  rince  or  Wales  at  5JI,  He  thought 
;  the  lefs  neceilary,  ii^Qe  it  wa$  underflfood  that  the  reftric- 
Ikts  had  already  been  conmUDJcated  to  the  Prince.  He 
irttf  hot  J  therefore,  Hut  exprefs  his  furprife  at  the  uncon- 
ifted  an^  inconriReiit  mode  upon  which  they  were  every 
ay  proceeding,  without  fyftem,  or  plan  of  any  kind,  and  even 
llbdft  the  Tight  honourable  gentleman's  complaints,  againft 
M  evHs  of  deiay^  procraftinating  matters,  if  poffiUe,  fiill 
bote  than  ever. 

Mf'Ch^incdlofP/rf  re  plied,  that  fothils  own  part,  he  fbould  Mr.Chan- 
m  ani  wer  to  the  charge  of  procraftination,  but  leave  it  to  the  ^^^^  ^'*** 
jtiigement  und  recoUediton  i)f  that  Houfe,  and  of  the  impar- 
ls Public,  to  decide  whether  he  deferved  the  imputation. 
Let  them  recolieft  the  Hepl- which  ther  had  taken  ;  they  had, 
in  the  iirft  inftance^  examined  His  Niajefty's  phyficians,  and 
ifcertair%ed   his  mcapacity.    Art  intention  having  then  been 
intimated,  toaiTert  a  right  toafTome  theexercife  of  the  Royal 
i^t^orky^   it  becaiue  necedary  todifcufs  that  point,  and  to 
dwrtde  upon  it ;  having  done  fo,  the  Houfe  had  proceeded  to 
by  the  grounds  upon  which  a  bill  was  afterwards  to  be 
brought  in^  appointing  and  declaring  a  Regent ;  and  thefe 
pounds  were  contained  in  certain  refolutions,  which  they 
bd  fent  up  to  the  other  Houfe,  and  which  now  awaited  their 
aufwen  Having  bid  down  the  principlesof  the  government  to 
betftabliJhed  during  the  prefent  critical  time,  the  next  ftep 
they  had  to  take  before  ihey  put  it  into  the  form  of  a  law, 
was  to  endeavour  to  know,  whether  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
I^nnce  of  Wales  was  wiHing  to  accept  the  Regency,  upon 
ihc  principles  contained  in  the  refolutions.     Whether  there 
Was  any  thing  uafydematical  in  that  mode  of  proceeding,  he 
Would  not  then  examine.     With  regard  to  the  reftriSions 
iaving  been  already  communicated  to  His  Royal  Highnefs, 
^t  Houfe,  and  the  other,  could  not  a£l  upon  any  fuppofi- 
tif^lii  of  a  private  communication  between  His  Royal  High- 
Hffe  the  Prince  of  Waks,  and  His  Majefty*s  MtniAers.  They 
^uft  proceed   in  that  parliamentary  method,  which  could 
ilonefurnifh  them  with  information  of  fufficient  authenticity 
o  warrant  any  further  proceeding.     With  this  view  it  was, 
\e  ihould  move  that  an  addrefs  to  His  Royal  Highnefs;  an 
icldr^fs,  again fl  which  he  fhould  fcarcely  conceive  it  poflible 
:o  hear  a  diflentient  opinion  ;  but,  as  it  would  not  h6  order- 
y  to    debate  it  before  it  was  moved,  the  honourable  gentle- 
Tian  mall  excufe  him  if  lie  did  not  go  into  the  nature  of  it,  as 
[he  honourable  gffntletnan  feemed  to  defire. 

Mt-   Gr^J  anfwered,  that  when  he  had  ftated,  that  His  Mr.Gre^ 
Ktgijefty^s  Minifters  wfcni  on  without  any  plan  or  fyftem,  he 
^ated  wkat  appeared  to  him  as  an  ind\ibixaWfe  ^461%    TV\^ 

^0  .     Or?    ^  <>^ 
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right  honourable  ^^ittlecnan,  w  anfwrer  tO';the  ebatfenificlrftfA 
had  defired  gentlehien  to  excrcife  their  j^ecoileSuMi-jr^.ditfB: 
Houfe  had  no'  otcafidn,  hpwever,'to  carry  their*fecdll«Sittili 
far  backy  fince  the  condafk  ofihe  right  hortourabl^  gbntUmmp 
that  dav,  waft  a  fufiicient  pinoof  of  h»  dedre  to  pfoccftftinati}. 
the  buunefs.  <  <  i.«>.j -ifi-^ 

Vfr.   Jol-      M  i  yoliijfe  ohferved,  that  the  Hdufe  might  eafily  F^oiki%  . 

»ff«'  that    w:»en   he  had  lately  put  the  queftion  to' the  rfght.  Iiolo 

nourable  gentleman,  whether  he  had  coititnunrcated  fCheJie^l  \ 
Ariftions  to  the  Prince^  the  right  honourable  genclenMitjbaifi 
faid  that  tt  was  an  unparliamentary  queftion ,  but  nofrtbk} 
right  honourable  gentleman  openly  moved,  that  ihey.  OtioMy , 
be  communicated.     He  teemed  at  length  convinced^  that  hi*  : 
had  proceeded  in  the  dark,  and  that  he  muft  begin  ^juvvp. 
If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  have  the  good  feiiiii 
toconfuit  the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  they  would  advifehitnti^' 
abandon  the  circuitous  and  indired  path,  and  to  do  what  wa%.> 
in  his   poor  opinion,  right :  and,  he  believed  he  might  by^ 
right  in  the  opinion  of  the  Nation,  declare  the  Prince rcf 
Wales  Regent,  without  any  reftridlions  whatfoever.    •         >v 
Mr.  Mr.  Burh  obferved,  that  the  condudl  of  the  right  honowxT 

Burke,     ahle  gentleman  was  arbitrary  in  the  extreme,  and, that  be  hiid' 
ma^ejicvolojjtc  jubeo^Jiet  pro  rdtione  voluntas ^t\\&  rule  of-^M-  ! 
proceedings.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid^  thtt'fhs 
only  caufe  of  delay,  had  been  the  diicuflion  of  tlieir  rigMl^ 
Z&,.     He  defired  to  know  who  it  was  that  hsd  queibonetti 
that  right  ?  Wliere  was  the  quefiion  to  be  ^found  ?  SitcmSt 
fome  people  feemed  inclined  to  debate  the  queiUon.  TJie  rigto 
honourable  gentleman  had  forced  the  Houfe  into  the  difcdfic  ' 
fion^  arid,  in  his  haughty  ftyle,  faid  to  the  JHoufr^  ^^Sktvcigll 
'*  do  you  prefume  to  hefitate,   or  hint  a  doubt  upon  iMi  ] 
**  matter  ?  I  will  piit  an  end  to  your  fcru pies.     Ttei)uefti0Q)   \ 
*'  ihall  be  debated  ;  it  ftiall  h^  decided."     They-  all  kntftt  \ 
Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  terms  of  the  dominion,  which  the  r^i^ 
lionourable  gentleman  meant  to  exercife  over  the  Rfgenti%|%d 
vemment.     They  were  replete  wiih  teriAs  of  as  abfolutjSiljM 
ranny,  as  any  exercifed  by  Julius  Ciefar,  AugufUjs,  op/OfjffA 
Cromwell.     With  regard  to  tlia  doubt  of  that  Houfe'4|i  jigbli 
to  a£fc,  of  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talJuiidgnH 
man  meant  it,  no  man  had  faid  it  v  but,  the  right  hooofHraMi 
gentleman  had  ftooped  from  the  dignity  of  the  fupijei^js  JRm^ 
reignty  which  be  had  aiTumed,  to  combat  a  right  wbich-^ljf^ 
not  been  claimed.     Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  difliked  thai;.,  v^gn. 
of  the  fox's  tail,  and  the  lipn's  fkin.     It  was  aajBnna|(if;^ 
junction  of  low  cunniog,  and  fupreme  authority*.  TV*  n,i-iH 

nr  Jofcph      Sir  Je/eph  Mawiey  reiparked,  that  he  could  kf.  na^m^ 

Siawbey.  /ubmit  to  the  fuggeilipn»  that  anv  perfbn  vvoi^^tapjyra^ljgi 
T^nny  over  that  Houfe^  Vie  Viv*  ft.;>xis>tvtHns  ^ei^alfii^ 


ftf'rfiilidr  Jf  i  srilHiM  ^  applaufe  |Q<tIie  right  bonoqr- 

lrill4||iltiMliM  ^iiVlr*  ChanceUp^  Pitt)  hut  be  mufi  deciarf. 
AHibnifiMbVi  ver  coulil  allow  that  RegeiUs  .were  Kings, 

H»AiiiHfai)i  ^M  an  eqvL^il  righi^p  i;he  unreih^ined  exercife  of 
lNilld||Bl|l9i9c«^  .  He  ki>ew  I^e4:<i  hodbeeu  Regents,  who  had 
yipoe  hpnoar  to  their  own  charadl^rs,  and  m^ t  the  approha* 
tijintfjtbt  p^ptfS;  .  iTi^^  Haui'e  might  learn,  trgni  the  pa;Kxs 
«kthafrlA^>l^e  comoots  of  the  letter  of  the  Miniiler  to  the 
B«iicsriof|U(s!^iH'on  thefuhjefiof  th^  retlridions,  and  the 
B^p^cflViMAwar.  .  Sir  Jafeph  fpoke  of,  what  lie  termeJ,  the 
|illftlacrxti)0|AinftaHC«ft  of  the  cafe^  as  warranting  a  peculi.ir 
iMDjpf  jiTiMsec^ng  ;  becaufe,  ihouKl  the  K-ng  in  the  courfe 
(iA&tk  we^tUr/a^ew  months,  a  year,  or  a  year  and  halt,  re- 

SlU^^d  hQ.able  to  refume  the  reins  of  govt:rnment,  it  was 
4otf.^  the  two  Houftrs  to  provide,  that  his  re-afllimptioti 
'  ofthc  eKorcife  of  the  Roya^l  authority  fliould  not  he  impeded, 
.  9|!Mikirrafled.  1  he  Peoplci  from  whom  all  power  was  ori- 
.Mtty.d^ived,  had  an  indifputable  right,  whenever  a  convut- 
u  jlaD^ibe  government,  or  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  ti)e  esc- 
.'  wcile  of  the  Royai  authority  occurred,  to  fay  what  autho- 
plm.ftiiOuld  be  vefted  in  thofe  appointed  to  rule  the  Reah^u 
lU^o prefer i be  fuch  limitations  and  reftritSlions  as  they  ihould 
.  Itok^prpper. 

■  b\]tAr»^SifridaH  remarked,  that  what  the  right  honourable  Mr.  She 
'  gm^ieilian-  had  advanced  in  general  terms  of  the  intended  ri^4n. 
j^^tiei;!.  foe  an  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  might  do  for 
jMe-  wKo  would  wiUi  to  give  an  implicit  confidence  to 
<^ry  thing. tliat  fell  from  t».e  right  honourable  gentleman  ; 
tet:fbere  w*re  other  defcriptions  of  men  who  might  rea- 
fmufbW  expeiS  a  more  fatisfaftory  anfwer.  As  the  reflric- 
jtiodS'ftoQd,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  be  ple^fed 
jH>'l^]le(S,  there  was  nothing  in  them  which  intimated  that 
^^  Were  calculated  to  continue  for  a  limited  time  only. 
wfikiiht  face  of  the  refolutions,  they  appeared  defigned  to 
b^far^iaoent ;  and,  therefore,  he  fubmitted  it  to  the  right 
iMl^OUrabie  gentleman,  whether  it  was  not  abfolutely  necef- 
jhy^Sy  fome  means  or  other,  to  fignify  to  Kis  Royal  High- 
m^  tbe  Prince  of  Wales,  that  they  were  meant  to  continue 
)jM&n:e  only  for  a  limited  time.  Perhaps,  the  right  honour- 
fSfefjentleman  defigned  to  do  this,  in  the  addrefs;  but  cer» 
oSlffly  It  was  material,  that  it  fliould  be  done  one  way  or  the 
SAi^r.  He  underftood,  that  there  was  to  be  a  commiiEo.n 
\iiBbA  to  open  the  Parliament  as  foon  as  the  Prince's  anfwer 
S6W*  Addrefs  was  received,  and  it  was  faid,  that  his  Royal 
3i^nefs  was  to  be  one  of  the  Commiflioners.  He  hoped, 
&iSSR>re,'  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  in- 
^^^^ffid^Houfc  how  the  Commiffion  was  to  !>e  conftituted  ? 
•  S^ridsH  preSed  th^  neceffity  of  fignifving  that  the  re- 
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ftrnftions  were  to  be  only  for  a  timited  timfr,  iirte^  ^^lll  f 

refoloticms  flood,  ^^^y^  certainly,  warranted  the-  ide^  of 'IB  j 
mtention  to  make  them  permanent.  ^^^  f 

Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  when  the-  ttMtltiM 

CbaDcet-   had  been  carried  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  anfwetHtf 
kc  Pitt.     His  Royal  Highnefs  obtained,  it  would  then  be  ^ime^ndm 
to  diicofs  the  propriety  of  tlie  commLffion  to  be  pafied-w; 
opening  the  Parliament.  -;'" 

Mr*  She*  ^^*  Sheridan  defired  to  know  if  there  was  not  fome  ARM 
n^atk.  g^  i"  adopting  that  mode  bf  proceeding.  He  defcribed'tfife 
awkward  Situation  in  which  it  would  place  the  Prmce^-fi^^ 
Hating,  that  if  the  addrefs  were  prefented  with  the  refolli^a 
tions,  and  the  anfwer  fbould  prove,  that  HisRoyal  HighneA'j 
was  willing  to  accept  the  Regency  on  thofe  conditidi^'^ 
whether,  when  the  conwniiGon  was  iffued,  and  the  Pririif'^ 
might  not  choofe  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  he  wouH^i" 
not  be  precluded  from  refufing,  and  be  confidered  by  his-Jm*  1 
fwer  to  have  pledged  himfeif  to  confent  to  all  the  foNe-'^j 
quent  proceedings  relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  Re^  A 
gcncy  ?  'j 

T^Ir,  Mr.  Chancellor  Piit  repeated,  that  his  firft-  obje6l  worfa* 

Cliancel-  be  to  carry  up  the  refolutions,  and  the  other  matters,  fwh''* 
Iw  Pitt,  as  the  ordering  a  coramifiion  to  be  iffued  in  the  King*s  naiiiic  ^ 
for  the  opening  of  the  Parfiament,  and  various  neceffil^' 
points,  would  come  under  difcuffion  hereafter.  Mr.  Clkm-"* 
cellor  Pitt  moved  to  difcharge  the  order  of  the  day,^fM', 
that  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  ftand  for^"* 
immediately  enfuing  day. 
Mr.Boike  Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  as  the  addrefs  to  the  Princ*  tf^ 
Wales  was  to  be  moved  only  this  day,  and  it  would  probaUt'^ 
be  late  in  the  evening,  before  the  addrefs  could  be  prcfeWeaJ'^ 
there  would  fcarcely  be  any  time  for  receiving  the  Prirttc?lii* 
anfwer,  before  they  went  into  the  Committee  on  the  StatWrf^ 
the- Nation.  ■    >"-''.'^^ 

Mr.  Mr.  Cliancellor  P/«  anfwere<l,  that  he  had  named  VtWUM 

Chaacci*  nefday  as  the  neareft  open  day  ;  and  that  the  Houfe  "irortf"  ■] 
lor  Pitt,    on  the  morrow,  become  better  enabled  to  judge,  afitt**tft''i 
.  concluiion  of  the  debate  on  the  addrefs,  whether  they'Wtfht^ 
to  move  the  order  for  the  Committee  on  the  Sratecjf  w'' 
Nation  to  a  future  day  or  not ;  and  the  whole  matte* ^wStM": 
be-at  their  difpofal.  •  .=.  ::I/ aril 

The  Houfe  adjourned.  ^  -  ^^''^''^'i 

TuefJay,  fl'jth  January.         ,  .,^,j  ,,   ,,ij,^i  „ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PUt  moved,  that  the  refolutidiis^MA'*- 
had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  be  read.  •*  ''  ^^15 

jUr.  The  refolutions  having  b^t\  read  by  the  Clerk,    '  ';  ^  ' ' 

Chancel-       Mr.  <;;hancellor  Piti^  nfen^  ^  ^^otA  u\o»^^WteirfA^**' 
^or  FJtt,  ^ 


A|f«jf^   ^      »i  tD    E    B    a    T    E    S.  jaj 

|||i||jogiMffOii«t)irTpixi^  whkh  he  (bould  beg  leave  to  fab* 
jjp.^  djg  Hp^Cb^. -^peaced  wholly  as  a  matter  of  courfe, 
ffWing  from  the  fieps  thay  had  already  taken.  To  lay  the 
~pu  tbey  had  come  to  before  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in 
(•M^^lfec^lUiiD  whether  His  Royal  HighiYefs  would  accept 
ff^Sfj^giexicjfi  under  the  refolutions  agreed  to,  preyious  to 
tfS^tlingxbfim  ioto  the  form  of  a  Taw,  was  a  meafure 
di  firuck  him  as  fo  proper,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  what 
gUll  the  preceding  day,  lie  /bould  not  have  miagined  thai 
jP^gQttld  have  arifen  one  diiTenting  Toice;  anvl  fo  little 
^  |:rWaS'  he  of  the  oppo£tion  intended  to  be  made,  that  lie 
If^  argue  on  anticipation,  and  obviate  the  objeSions 
ithey  wereftated.  Without,  therefore,  taking  up  more 
»i^9ie.of  the  Houfe,  he  would  only  make  his  motion« 
J  a  right  to  anfwer  fuch  objed\ions  ac  fome  gentl^neii 
j.ponibly,.think  it  proper  to  bri^ig  forward. 
^tben  movedy  **  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  com- 

licate  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  WaJes  the 

SK#ialt^on»  which  the  Houie  of  Lords  and  Comraonsi  have 
^Ifgreed  to,  for  providing  the  mtrans  of  fupplying  the  defeS 
^j^l^erpeiional  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority,  under  iuclt 
MJggulations  a$  tlie  prefent  circumftances  may  l<^m  to  re* 
K||(fe;  and  that  the  Committee  be  diredted  to  inform  His 
^IVEigttl.Hi^^  that  the  Commons  exprefs  their  hopes, 

^'mgt  Hi^  Royal  Highnefs  will  accept  the  faid  charge,  as 
^^mpiii.as  an  a^  of  Parliament  can  bepafTed  for  carrying  into 
SiSkSt  x\ye  faid  purpofe.'* 

ir  Grey  Cooper  remarked,  that  although  the  riglit  hononr-  sir  Gcey 

^fitiemaR  had  chofen  to  defcribe  liis  motion  for  the  ad-   Cooj)cil 

M|[j^f^<meiv  matter  of  courfe,  it  feemed,  in  his  opinion^ 
BjHfKf|^^>^ith  it  the  utmoft  importance  and  extent.  He  did 
|^gji^9flfler  thac  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  (irey)  wheu 

S.|y|g{K>{i|ioa  wasfirft  flated,  during  the  courfe  of  tliepie- 
mg  debate,  had  exprefled  his  furprize  and  refcntment 
{Mljlirtj^.g^^ner  in  which  the  Houfe  had  been  treated  by 
i^ji^iOfi  an  alteration  of  the  plan  of  proceeding.  There 
f^li^ijj^^asfometliing  very  unexpefled  and  myfterious  in 
iMMj^fyces  of  the  foregoing  day.  It  had  been  announced, 
i^j[b|^ right  honourable  gentleman  was  to  proceed  to  make 
oplJi^^n^iQn  in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
rfe  Members  who  attended  their  duty,  were  under  this  im- 
reflSon,  till  the  Speaker  took  the  chait  the  preceding  day. 
i*hey  were  all  told  even  at  the  door,  that  the  bufinefs  was 
3  bqgin  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Thofe  who  went  to  the 
Ijglifll^fgtfiA^^  inforiiied  them,  that  a  fudden  flop  had  been 
Moe  in  the  proceedings,  by  a  great  authority  in  that  Houfe* 
To  what  wasfail'  |:his  confufion  and  delay  to  be  imputed  ? 
^^il¥t/Mif'i^9^oarAbk  gentleman  had  deciaied  xu  \\U  o^eravs^ 


304  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  <| 

the  feccsid  and   third  refolmions,  that  the  two  Houfes 
Parliament,  in  this  great  eniergency,  fully  repr^ftnted 

'  the  ranks  of  the  people,  and  that  they  were  the  legal  org: 
through  which  the  voice  of  the  People  could  only  be  hM 
when  there  was  a  defect  in  theexercifeof  the  Royal  authori 
Perhaps,  by  fome  accident,  one  of  thofe  organs  might 
foroewhat  out  of  tune.  Some  whifpers  of  diflbnance  hadcQ 
down  there  through  the  long  gallery.  Some  low  nolei 
difcord,  or  at  leaft  of  harmony,  not  under  flood ;  and  thi 
fore,  till  that  other  inftrument  was  put  again  intoorder^i 
tlie  great  mailers  had  fettled  what  parts  they  were  tO  | 
form,  they  were  to  be  iimufed  with  this  interlude.  B«  t 
as  it  might,  he  had  ferious  objections  to  the  addrefs.  In 
firft  place,  it  was  unneceilary,  as  a  preliminary  meaforey 
the  bringing  in  an  a€l  of  Parliament,  the  coming  of  wb 
was  announced  with  a  mofl  alarming  foleranity.  Second 
if  it  was  neceflkry,  it  was  improper,  both  in  point  of  tinie^ 
well  as  in  point  of  matter*  I  he  right  honourable  gentled 
knew  it  was  not  neceflary^  as  a  preliminary  ilep  to  the  btH 
fend  the  refolutions  to  the  Prince  for  his  acceptance.  Tl 
were  certain  papers  to  which  he  alluded,  the  communical 
of  which  to  the  Houfe  had  fome  time  fince  been  requefted 
two  worthy  Members,  whofe  requeil,  though  not  peril 
conveyed  in  a  regular  parliamentary  motion,  was  made  ii 
great  attention  and  rcfpefl  to  the  right  honoarable  gen 
man,  and  it  was  in  his  power,  if  it  had  been  in  his  wifli 
have  complied  with  it,  by  alking  the  permiffionof  HfsKl 
Highnefs  to  lay  his  anfwer  to  the  right  honourable  gatt 
man's  letter  on  the  table  of  the  Houie.  But,  thougbt 
communication  was,  for  certain  caufes,  refufed,  thii  M 
which  contained  the  anfwer  of  the  Prince,  was  in  thepOi 
fion  and  in  the  admiration  of  ihe  public.  Whatever  61 
purpofe  the  correfpondence  between  the  Minifter  aiid  '. 
Royal  Highnefs  might  have  ferved,  it  had  certainly  pro 
the  inftrument  of  illuftrating  and  bringing  before  the  eye 
the  nation  the  char**<£ler,  the  talents,  and  the  virtues  of 
Prince.     It  had  manifefted  that  he  knew,  tliat  he  loved,- 

.  revered  the  conftitution' of  his  country  ;  that  he  hoped 
expelled  to  be  intrufted,  during  the  deplorable  incaptcili 
the  Royal  authority,  with  ail  the  powers  which  the  COf 
tution  had  allotted  to  the  exercife  of  the  Regal  dSBce; 
caufe  he  conceived  that  thofe  powers  were,  as  had  been  ^ 
expreffed  by  a  refpedlable  Member  (Mr.  Powys)  inmfflH 
debate,  an  integral  part  of  the  rights  of  the  People.  Hif 
and  expredcd  very  natural  fenfations  of  furprize  and  .1^ 
f  r  the  diftrufl  and  fufpicron  which  withheld  thoft  flN 
from  kim  ;  but  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Heir  Al^ 
of  the  Houfe  of  BrunCwkk.  xo  tkcct^^x  xiv^  \v\^  \pA  w 
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r  ivftil  Ai  IS  it  was  oSmd  to  him,  and  to  pay  a  dig- 
^iMitMcevai  :  fubmif&on  to  the  refult  of  the  delibera- 
alid^wHSkMii  >t  Parliament.  This  proved  that  the  ad- 
Hrfts  tuMitcdCiry  in  point  of  fa£k ;  he  infifted  that  it 
jtoprmeriipd  irregular  in  point  of  time  and  in  point  of 
$ti  m'fKHnr  of  time,  becaufe  the  bill  irfeifi  which  they 
klfomaod  was  to  be  pafled  in  a  future  Parliamenti  ought 
hid  befere  the  Prmce  for  hit  approbation  and  confent. 
M^  in  the  cafes  of  private  bills,  was,  by  cuftom,  al- 
ValcM  in  the  Oommittee.  The  fecond  objedlion  was  in 
df  Blatter;  -for,  he  was  perfuaded,  from  the  artful 
ler  of  wordinn^the  addrefi,  that  it  was  not  only  intended 

kifididus  and  concealed  contrivance  of  pledging  the 
M  of  the  Prince,  but  of  precluding,  by  a  fide  wind,  the 
0|ttim  of  the  Houfe  on  the  refolutions  which  were  to 
inte  the  bafis  of  the  bill.  In  addrefles  from  that  Houfe, 
Arier  to  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  nothing  was  more 
Mifly  uratched  than  any  words  which,  whiift  they  pre- 
Ht^erely  to  eonvcy  an  affedionate  and  dutitul  anfwer 
B  Crowni  engaged  the  Houfe  to  adopt  the  meafures  re- 
Mnded  by  the  Minifters;  and  fucli  attempts  were  al- 
vepvobated  by  Parliament. 

ltd  Beigtavi  delirered  his  opinion  in  favour  of  the  ne-  Lord 
f  of  knowing  authentically  whether  His  Royal  High-  Belgrarr 
•rould,  or  would  not,  accept  of  the  Regency,  under  the 
Itlons  agreed  to.  Granting  the  firft,  it  mufl  follow, 
ft  was  raqvifite  to  proceed  with  all  poffibie  difpatch  to 
\  him  with  the  necriTary  powers;  but,  in  the  fecond  in* 
B|  the  Houfe  rouft  adopt  a  different  proceeding.  For 
Vfipart,  he  did  not  perceive  any  reafon  why  they  (hould 
loA  in  an  irregular  and  unparliamentary  manner,  when 
liad  it  in  their  power  to  proceed  in  a  regular  and  p;ir- 
titary  manner.  He  confidered  what  the  honourable 
tM  had  faid  relative  to  the  letter  from  the  Prince  to  his 

honotomMe  friend,  to  he  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
ton ;  for,  he  couM  not  conceive  how  it  was  poffibie  that 
omen  ihould  aQ.  \x\\ol^  any  thing  which  bad  pafled  out 
riM;  they  were  to  a<5l  upon  what  prefented  itfelf  within 
il«'4n  his  idea,  it  would  not  heading  either  with  honour 
t  Wfped  due  to  the  Prince,  or  confidently  with  thedig- 
Mvi  character  of  that  Houfe ;  in  fadb,  it  would  prove  a 
k  of  decorum,  if  they  did  not  lay  before  His  Royal 
tfi^s  rile  refolutions  to  which  they  had  agreed,  that  they 
t  b#  acquainted  whetlier  the  Prince  would  accept  the 
Acy  under  them ;  nod  it  was  for  thofe  reafons  that,  in 
i}nton,  the  motion  of  his  right  honourable  iFriend  highly 
M  the  erne  urrence  of  the  Houfe. 
iM^XXV.  Rr  ^\x 
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Sir  John     >  ^^'  7^^  Swinbume  faid,  that  be  could  wi(h  to  hear  from 

Swinburne  the  mouth  of  the  ooble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  whether  did 
indecorum  to  which  he  alluded,  did  not  already  exift  J  In 
his  opiuion,  a^great  indecency  had  been  offered  to  His  Royd 
Highnefs,  by  the  plan  not  having  been  laid  at  the  firft  beforo 
him.  He  thought  His  Royal  Highnefs  (hewed  a  great  nr 
gard  to  the  Conilitution,  in  accepting  the  arduous  poft  of 
Regent,  in  the  prefent  crippled  ftate  in  which  it  was  ofiered 
to  him.  It  ought)  in  his  mind,  to  have  been  offered  free 
from  any  limitation  or  reftraint  wliatever.  If  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  by  the  prefent  addrefs.  did  not  mean  tt 
pledge  himfelf  to  theHoufe,  that  no  alterations  fliould  he 
made  in  the  bill  that  was  intended  to  be  brought  in,  he  con- 
ceived it  would  be  infinitely  more  proper  to  addrefs  His 
Royal  Highnefs  when  the  bill  fhould  have  been  brought  to 
aconclufion. 
Mr.  Mr.  X).  Ryder  obferved  that,  whilfl  he  teflitied  his  farpriza 

D.  Ryder,  at  the  allufion  of  the  honourable  Baronet  to  inflances  of 
early  indecorum,  he  mufl  heg  leave  to  a(k  how  it  was  poP 
fible  that  the  reiolutions  could  have  been  laid  before  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  previous  to  their  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  two 
Houfes  ?  Tiie  honourable  Baronet  had  declared  it  as  his  opit 
nion,  that  the  Prince  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  at  firft 
with  the  reiblutions,  and  this,  at  a  time,  when  they  wem 
not  agrted  to;  but,  when  ihey  were  agreed  to,  he  objefled 
to  their  being  laid  before  the  Prince.  By  the  Houfe  agreeing 
with  the  :iddrefs,  he  could  not  confider  that  they  were  pledgr 
ing  themfeives  to  do  any  thing  farther,  than,  as  men  of  ho- 
nour and  confcience,  to  agree  to  that  in  a  bill,  whicl)  they 
hatl  before  agreed  to  in  the  form  of  refolutions.  If  they  had 
altered  the  bill,  and  impofed  farther  reflridlions,  the  Prince*! 
CQ^trafl  and  obligation  to  abide  by  the  reflri(3ionSy  would 
confequenrly  be  void. 

Sir  Chark      Sir  Charles  Gould  contcwled,  that  the  firfl  rcfoluftion  had 

GouJd.     palTed  under  circumftances  which  no  longer  exilled.     They 

had  then  a  Speaker ;  at  prefent   they  had  only   a  Speaker 

eleft,  the  right  honourable  gentleman   in  the  chair  not  jet 

having  received  the   approbation   of  the  Crown;   andi  to 

proceed  without  it, -was  to  infringe  on  a  part  of  the  Royal 

authority/    Sir  Charles  obferved  that  he  had  been  .mifrepte- 

iented,  and  charged  with  holding  one  do£lrine  within  |h3it 

Houfe,  and  anotlier  without  doors.     He  had  been»   and  ftill 

was,  of  the  opinion   which  he  had  ever  entertak^Kl  of  die 

Prince's  having  jno  right   to   affume  the  Regency;  bur,  at 

the  fome  time,  he  opppfed  any  declaration  agiinft  the  right, 

conceiving  that.fuch  declaration  would  imprefs  the  minds  of 

the  People  at  large,  and  poft.eux.'^,  vii.\\i\  ^  belief  tlul  fucii 

fight  had  been  afferted  by  K\s  '^o^  A\\^^\£«ii^ /«i\iiOaVi.i^ 
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n  knfW)  been  tlie  caTe^'  Nd'Toidh  ckiai  1m^ 
I  iDg  been  %m       lie  colffidev^  the'declaration  of  it^  and  all 
|*the  fuhfequt   :  fteps,  arneedlefs,  -  -     '  '     •     ' 

Col.  Phij>pi  Taid»  that  the  honoutdble  fisirbnet  who  fpoke  Colon 
laft,  he  was  forry  tto  find,  knew  little  of  any -other  law,  eic^   Phipi 
tept  that  of  his  profeffion*    The  Colonel  urged  the  exigency 
|i  of  tb£  cafe,  in  \fhich  they  werd  of  neceffity  to  make  a  choice 
;  of  evils*     He  obferved,  that  the  doobt  of  the  Speakez^s  not 
I  bfing  approved  off  Wat  a  very  incdnfiderable  reafon  for  op* 
[  pofmg  the  ndcineft,  at  he  confidered  that   fo  trivial  a  point 
I  ought  not  to  be  confidered,  when,  fo  great  an  objeft  w;u 
I  before  the  Houfc,     With  refpedl  to  the  queftion  of  right, 
j   which  hatl  been  raifed  on  thi  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleihan,  declaring  the  Prince's  right  to 
Dffumc  the  rein  J  ot  "government.— [Here  a  cry  of  No !  No  !] 
The  Colonel  continued,  by  faying,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  }^a$  not  prefent  to  contradi£t  what  he  had  faid 
m2  former  day,  but  he  doubted  not  that  fomeof  his  friendt 
would  det^y  It  foi^  him.     An  honourable  gentleman  had  re- 
marked, that  the  Prince  ought  to  have  been  addrefled  before 
any  of  this  was  dene,  but  would   not  agree  to  addreft  his 
Highnefs  until  the  whole  bufin^fi  was  concluded.  In  extreme 
,  Cafes,  it  was  v^ife  to  take  the  medium,  and  (leer  between  the 
i  iwooppofitev;  and  he  believed  that  the  opinion  of  thePeo- 
,  Jile  would  be  for  purfuing  ihe  iplain,  fimple,  and  direct  path, 

difregardi^Tg  the  violence  of  party  on  either  fide. 
^    A[derm:in  Ntwnham  called  upon  the  right  honourable  gen-  Aldcrn 
tleman  to  lb  re  the  whole  of  the  refolutions  which  he  meant  Ncwah 
jto'otEsr  to  the  Houfe  in  the  addrefs,  that  His  Royal  High- 
lidk  might  be  fully  apprized  of  every  meafure  intended  to  be 
/Wkcn  ;  at  it  was  neceffary,  previous  to  his  pledging  himfelf 
fb  accept  the  Regency,  that  the  whole  refolutions  relative  to 
it.fliould  be  known.    They  ought  not  to  proceed  piecemeal, 
.Md  make  the  Prince  accefiary  to  a  bill  injurious  to  himfelf 
ia^|iioiAts  on  which  he  had  as  yet  received  no  previous  infor- 
jiarioh. 

^"Mf.  Grey,  m  an^fwer  to  Col.  Phipps,  faid,  that  neither  his  Mr.Gr 
ir^ght  honourable  friend,  who  was  not  prefent  to  fpeak  for 
%jfiifelf,  nor  any  of  Ills  friends,  had  ever  maintained  the 
?(^ht  of  the  Prince  to  aifume  the  executive  authority,  with- 
out the  approbation  of  Parliament.  He  agreed  with  the  ho- 
iQurablegentleinanj  that  the  prefent  mo  ^e  was  tlie  plaineft, 
hemoftlimple,  and  direftof  all  modes  that  could- he  adopted, 
f  intricacy  and  inconfiflency  were  the  didinguiihing  charac- 
[fei^iftrcs  of  plainnefs  ;  if  embarraflment  meant  fimplicity,  and 
^indecifion  and  weaknefs  fign'ified  direSnefsi  The  motion 
pfthen^hr  honourMe  ^enilem^n  he  confidered  as  acot\- 
ffwitfon  (?fbis  want  of  /yftein,  and  of  his  waiAt  o^  ^t^\^\ciw^ 
"^  R  r  2  ^jcAl 
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and  of  his  wifli  for  delay.     The  right  honourablegentlemaa 
had,  howerer,  aflerced,  that  it  was  out  of  refpeA  and  attest 
tionto  His  Royal  Highnefs  that  the  prefent  addrefswai' 
propofed.    He  certainly  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  wi(hed  to 
oppofe  any  mark  of  reipe6l  and  attention  to  the  Prince ;  htt 
fincerely  wiihed  that  the  Prince  had  been  treated  with  w^ 
want  of  refpedl  and  attention  in  other  ftages  of  the  bufineftj 
His  Royal  Highnefs  was  entitled,  by  his  condudl,  not  oalj 
to  the  moft  marked  refped,  hut  to  the  love  of  the  Peoples 
He  considered  the  anfwer  of  the  Prince  to  the  refolutions  by 
no  means  neceflary  for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  upon.     VHi 
wiihed  to  afk,   whether  the  Prince's  agreeing  to  the  refolu- 
tions would  be  confidered  as  a  pledge  to  agree  to  any  futurt 
refolutions  which  might  be  added  to  the  bill  when  brought 
in  ?  or  whether  it  was  meant  to  preclude  the  Houfe  from 
any  future  deliberation  ?  If  it  was  not  to  anfwer  either  of 
thefe  purpofes,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  wholly  unneceflarji 
Moft  of  them  knew  the  nature  of  the  feelings  of  His  Roya) 
Highnefs.      The    right    honourable  gentleman's  attempti 
clearly  went  to  make  a  republican  government  out  of  a  li* 
mited  monarchy.     Let  the  Houfe  be  aware  of  the  danger  of 
fucha  change  in  the  conftitution  !  The  addre(sy  in  every 
view,  appeared  to  him  to  be  brought  forward  for  no  othor    \ 
purpoiethan  that  of  the  delay  of  near  a  week;    fince  they    • 
could  not  fit  on  Friday,  and  His  Royal  Highnefs's  anfwer 
could  not  be  received  before  Saturday.     He  afierted  that  the 
boafted  popularity  of  the  Minifter  was  not  fo  great  as  had 
been  reprefented.     Poffibly,  the  right  honourable  gentleman    • 
alluded  to  the  addrefles  endeavoured  to  be  obtained  for  him 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.     He  had  heard  fcarcely  of 
any  place,  where  there  had  not  been  great  diiFerence  of  opi- 
nion;   and,  in   no  other  county   than  Devon(hire,  where 
there  wasfome  appearance  of  unanimity  in  the  addrefs,  had 
there  been  any  thing  like  unanimity,  but,  on  the  contrary,  fo 
much  divifion  and  cunfufion,  that  it  was  at  leaft  doubtful 
whether  the  addreffes  which  had  been  moved,  were  carried  of 
not  by  the  majority  prefent.     He  declared  that  he  knew  no- 
thing of  thofe  addrefTes,  but  what  he  faw  of  them  in  newf- 
papers  and  other  publications.     He    held  addrefles,  at  all 
times,  to  be  improper,  as  tending  to  bias  the  votes  of  gentle- 
men, contrary  to  their  judgements.     He  was  happy  in  the 
condn£lof  hisconflituents,  (Northumberland)   from  whom 
an  attempt  hid  been  made  to  procure  an  addreff.    Such  an 
addrefs  had,  however,  not  been  procured ;  and  his  conflitu- 
ents  had  added  obligations  to  their  reprefentatives» -^ndliy 
leaving  them  to  the  uee,  unbiafied  exercife  of  their  own  jui^^ 
men  ts,  enfurcd  thei  1  future  7«iV  ;iuSi  icEN\w%%  ^     t  F: 
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iMr*  BrwuUiHg  declared,  that  in  the  opulent  and  populoos  Mr. 
own/whkh  he  reprefented  (Newcaftle)  fix  hundred  of  the  Brandlins 
iWCipal  inhabitants  attended,  and  without  a  diflenting 
reicei  voted  an  addreft  to  the  right  honourable  the  Chan* 
sriioi  of  tlie  Exchequer,  which  addrefs  was  figned  by  up* 
vafids  of  nine  hundred  refpeflable  perfons.  He  was  exceed- 
ingiy  happy  to  have  that  fad,  whicli  met  with  his  warineft 
ifyrobatioQ,  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  in  contradidlion  to  the 
Hliourable  gentleman's  aflertion  cf  no  addrefs,  excepting 
dttt  from  Devonlhire,  having  been  voted  with  unanimity. 
With  refpe£):  to  the  oppofition,  which  the  addrefs  had  met 
witb|  in  the  county  of  which  tlie  honourable  gentleman  was 
a  reprefentative,  he  begged  to  fay,  that  he  knew,  from  the 
M  authority,  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  the  High  She- 
liPs  reprehenfible,  pufillanimous,  and  contemptible  condu£l. 
[A  cry  of  Order  !  order !  j    Ke  laid  he  begged  to  be  heard, 

and  he  would  explain  what  he  meant 

Mr.  Francis  fpoke  to  order :  He  obferved,  that  he  did  not  Mr.  Frui 
bow  the  High  Sheriff  of  Northumberland,  but  he  confi*  cis. 
dfltd  it  to  be  highly  diforderly,  to  brand  with  fuch  unbe- 
dbning  language,  the  name  and  charaf^er  of  any  grntleman 
in  any  county ;  it  was  language  un&t  to  be  futfercd  in  any 
Jbcicty  of  gentlemen. 

A  general  cry  of  Order  !  order  !  was  again  called   from 
dl  fiaes  of  the  Houie,  when 

rMr-  BoHverU  rofe  to  fpeak  to  order;  and  declared,  that  he  Mr.  Bou- 
filnfideied  the  prefent  converfation  as  exceedingly  impro-vtrie. 
per,  being  totally  irrelevant  to  the  lubje£i  l)efcre  the  Houfe. 
Lord  Mclgrave  alfo  fpoke  to  order,  aiid  defired  the  motion 
before  the  Houfe  might  be  read. 

-  Mr.  Brandling  rifing  again,  remarked,  that  as  he  ftldom      Mr. 
tioubled  the  Houfe,   it  always  diftreffed   him   to   be   inter-  Brandlin; 
nipted;  but  flill  more,  to  be  interrupted  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  he  had  been.    He  declared,  that  he  meant  no  perfooal  re- . 
&fiion  on  the  High   Sheriff  C'f  Northumheiland,  and  was 
proceeding  to  ftate  tlie  hiliory  of  the  tranfaclion  to  whicli 
be  alluded,  when  he  was  again  loudly  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Bouverie  fpoke  to  order;  and  called  for  the  inter fe- 
>mice  of  the  Speaker. 

The  Speaker  exprefTing  his  concern  on  the  diforderly  turn  The 
if  .the  debate,  declared,  that  he  would  ftate  why  he  had  not  Speaker. 
nterrupted  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  felt  no  part  of 
lis.  duty  more  irkfome  than  the  extreme  difficulty  of  inter- 
■opting  gentlemen  when  they  went  from  the  queftion,  And 
md  refrained  at  prefent,  on  the  ground  of  the  Houfe  having 
uSeced  one  gentleman  to  fpeak  on  the  fubjedh 

Mr.  Branding  agoin  ff^oke,  declaring  that  he  alluded  to  ^^^*  ^ 
k^Higb  Sbedff's  public  conduft  only,  anxi  lo  iia\\\\u^  «i\\^.    "^^^^ 


310  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1789. 

it 

He  faid;  that  the  Northuni1)erIand  meeting  had  been  reiK>  « 
dered  tumultuous,  and  the  addrefs  prevented,  by  the  riotoofi  j 
behaviour  of  about  thirty  perfons,  who  had  ailembled  round  ^l 
tne  chair,  when  a  worthy  magiflrate,  who  had  been  for  ma^/.  •£ 
years  Chairman  of  the  quarter  fefCons,  was  forced  from  tlji^^ 
chair,  fo  that  he  was  fcarcely  able  to  fave  the  parchinei^  ^ 
on  which  the  addrefs  was  written.  ..    %  z 

Mr.Grey.  Mr.  Gref  having  alluded  to  the  words  pufiUanimoas  ao^  ^ 
contemptible,  declared,  that  if  he  could  poflibly  have  fit^  \ 
an  unbecoming  inclination  to  ufe  fuch  language,  he  woul<f.f  5 
not  have  taken  the  advantage  of  dating  it  in  the  abfence  of  \ 
the  perfon  againft  whom  it  was  fpoken,  and  when  he  could  ^ 
not  defend  himfelf. 
Mr.  Mr.  Brandling  replied,  that  his  condu£l  and  charaAer 

Brandling  were  equally  refpedtable  with  thofe  of  either  the  honourable- 
gentleman  or  any  of  his  friends. 
Sir  Jofcph      Sir  7o/}/>A  Mawhey  fpoke  in  juftification  of  himfelf  front 
Mavvbey.  Mr.  Grey's  attack,  mentioned  the  approbation  of  his  con- 
flit  uents  of  the  meafures  of  the  hour,  and  declared,  that 
his  intereil  in   the  county  of  Surrey  would  not  be  eafily 
fhaken. 
Mr.  Bou-      Mr.  Bouverie  2ig2\xi  fpoke  to  order;  and  contended,  that    \ 
vcric.        fo   diforderly   a   converfation    ought    immediately    to   he 

flopped. 
Mr.  Mar-      Mr.  Martin  conceived,  that  it  would   have  been  more 
•'"•  candid,  for  the  honourable,  gentleman   (Mr.  Bouverie)  to 

have  propofed  to  flop  the  diforderly  converfation  at  niftf 
when  it  began,  than  at  the  prefent  moment. 
Sir  Jofcph      Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey^  having  alluded  to  his  popularity  in  the 
Mawbey.  county  which  he  reprefented,  declared   that  the  freeholders^ 
who  had  aflcmhled  at  tlie  eleflion  of  the  noble  lord,  lately 
chofen  his  colleague,   had  drank  his  health  in   a  manner 
highly  flattering  to  him.     Sir  Jofeph  agreed  with  the  iiio* 
tion,  conceiving  it  necefTary,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  be  art*   1 
thentically  informed,  whether  His  Royal  Highncfs  woufl    ^ 
accept  the  Regency  under  the  redriftions  agreed  upon. 
I.ordWiN      Lord  JVilliam   Rujfel  remarked,  that  in  confequence  of 
liam  Ruf-  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  baronet,  relative  to  the 
fd.  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Surrey  being  devoted  to.  tne 

Miniflers  of  the  hour,  he  felt  himfelf  particularly  obliged 
to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  his  opinion  upon  the  fubjed.  ni 
was  perfuaded  that  the  freeholders  of  Surrey  werie  wcU  8f*. 
quainted  with  the  principles  of  the  family  to  which  he  hai- 
the  honour  to  belong,  and  he  did  not  think  there  bad  been 
any  point  in  his  condu6l,  which  could  make  it  doubt^tpalt 
Ae  would  fupport  the  conftitution  on  the. principles  ot^ 
:inceilor$.  He  confidered  it  sls  ?l  t^SL^5^\otv  tiw  \\\a  cou^ 
cf  Surre?  to  fay,   that  tliev  tu\^\>ontftL  \\\t  ^^tN^iyX  K^««w»p 
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nfllMi,  and  he  believed  that  they  would  foon  fliew  that  they 
Mlidd^noC  be  attached  to  that  man^  who  was,  no  doubt,  at- 
Uked  to  the  Miniiler  of  the  hour. 

pSr  y^fpb  Afawby  contended,  that  he  had  alluded  to  the  sir  Jofep 
reSy  and  not  the  Minifters,  of  the  hour.   He  had  never  Mawbey 
mated  that  the  freeholders  of  Surrey  were  devoted  to 
M^oifter.  He  had  enjoyed  a  feat,  during  thirty  years  in 
t.Honfe,  endeavouring  taithfully  to  difcharge  his  duty  to 

i  conftituents.    He  had  alwavs  voted  as  an  impartial  and 
pterefted  mani  and  did  not  defpair  of  the  approbation  of 

jttonftituents,  and  the  continuance  of  their  partiality. 

|ifr.  Cbri/lian  called  the  attention   of  the  Houie  to  the      Mr. 
^Mon  before  them,  and  faid,  it  was  their  duty  to  extin  •  Chriftui 
l^iOi  all  pirty  confiderations. 

.*Mr.  Fitxbcriert  rofe,  and  being  an  inhabitant  and  a  free-      Mr. 
lifter  of  Surrey,  was  fpeaking  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Mi-  Fitther- 
tpiex't  influence  in  that  county,  when  ^^* 

*'Mr.  Vyner  rofe  to  order. 

.,The  Speaker  declared,    that    the  debate  had    gone  wide     f|f« 

hffsi  the  bueftion,   and    lamented    the  time  which  it  had  Speaker. 
ttted*     He  xxrztA  the  necefllty  of  confining  the  debate  to 
Ikeqoeftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  hoped  to  have  the  af- 
flbnce  of  the  Houfe  in  preventing  future  diforder. 
i^Mr.  Si^uverle  obferved,    that    it   certainly  behoved    the  j^^.  Bon 
Roofe   to   enter  upon  the  fuhjeA  of  appointing  a  Regent  verie. 
V  foon  as  poflible.     He  was  willing  to  agree  with  the  ad- 
drpfsy  if  no  fanher  refiri£)ions  were  meant  to  be  incorpo- 
filted  in  the  bill  than  thofe  to  which  the  Houfe  had  agreed : 
bit  if  any  additional  reftriflions  were  intended,  he  mould 
|ioC  fneet  them  with  a  diflenting  voice. 

.^r.  Sbiridan^  having  premifed  that  he  did  not  mean  in  Mr.  Sho 
tbp  leafl  to  advert  to  that  part  of  the  debate  which  re-  "dan. 
[pefied  the  queftion  of  order,  nor  to  go  at  large  into 
anv  ar^ment  to  prove  that  there  was  an  evident  want  of 
fy^em,  though,  upon  this  ground,  he  muft  agree  with  his 
pi^ourable  triend  near  him,  and  likewife  in  his  aflertion, 
tbat  the  ineafure  then  propofed  would  caufe  delay.  He  ad- 
^  that  there  were  two  things  which,  he  owned,  would  in- 
cm  'him  to  agree  to  the  addrefs;  and  that  one  of  thefe 
v^that  it  had  been  underftood  that  the  idea  fo  haftily 
fwifted  on  a  prtceding  evening,  of  limiting  the  duration 
wthe  R^ncy  was  abandoned,  and  the  reducing  the  form 
of.tfa^  (jbnilitution  to  a  repubKc,  by  making  the  eledion 
Afif  fupreme  governor  annual,  would  no  longer  be  infifted 
llPm*  ,  He  declared,  that  when  this  i^dea  was  iirft  ftarted, 
'WUJjgWt  lionourable  gentleman  ieemed  to  be  ready  to  em- 
*^^  Jt;  Tic 'teuid  not,  therefore,  but  wonder  at  the  fort 
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of  fo  monftrous  a  nature,  pregnant  with  fuch  ext< 
mifGhiefsy  and  tending  in  the  nrA  inftance  to  chang 
form  of  the  conftitution.  Mr.  Sheridan  reverted  to 
he  had  mentioned  the  day  before^  and  again  remarked 
the  refolutions,  upon  the  face  of  them,  appeared  to  be 
and  permanent,  fince  they  contained  nothing  which  pc 
out  that  they  were  calculated  merely  to  fubfift  for 
mited  time,  and  to  anfwcr  an  emergency  of  only  a 
porary  nature,  although  upon  that  fmgle  ground, 
again  and  again  by  the  right  hohourablo  gentleman 
felf,  and  other  gentlemen,  in  debate,  had  the  Houfe 
called  upon  to  vote  the  rcfolutions.  He  enforced  th 
ceflity  of  accompanying  the  refolutions,  when  laid  I 
His  Royal  Highnefs,  with  fomo. intimation  of  this 
material  circumftance;  and,  before  he  fat  down,  de( 
that  he  would  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  in 
to  add  words  to  that  cflFeft.  Another  point  was,  tha 
fcheme  of  fetting  up  what  had  been  properly  enough  t( 
a  phantom  and  a  fl^adow  to  reprefent  the  Third  Eitate 
to  be  aboliflied;  if  the  fa<ft  were  fo,  he  fhould  rejoit 
ceedingly,  becaufe  he  could  not  but  regard  the  reforti 
fuch  a  mode  of  obtaining  the  Royal  aflent  as  a  fa 
and  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Tlnrd  Eftate,  I 
aflfumption  of  the  exercife  of  thofe  rights  in  the 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  to  whom  it  did  not  conftitutic 
belong.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  over  againf 
thought  proper  to  contend  that  the  Houfe  had  alread 
termined  on  that  point ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  fay, 
they  had  not  determined  it ;  they  had,  indeed,  talked 
and  loofe  hints  had  been  given  in  the  courfe  of  deb 
the  nature  of  the  thing  intended  to  be  put  in  pradice 
all  they  had  decided  was,  that  it  was  neccffary  for  th 
Houfes  to  determine  on  the  means  by  which  the  Ro] 
fent  fliould  be  given  to  a  bill ;  and,  mod  certainly, 
was  a  wide  difFerence  between  refolving  that  it  was  i 
fary  for  the  two  Houfes  to  determine  on  the  means,  ai 
means  tliemfelves.  Another  matter,  which  remained  i 
wholly  unex})]aineil,  was  the  degree  of  ftate  and  attenc 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  obferved  tl 
meant  to  move  to  be  annexed  to  His  Royal  Hi^hne 
Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  room  of  that  power  and  patrc 
which,  by  the  fifth  refolution,  he  had  propofed  to  take 
from  him.  As  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feeo 
.  mean  to  retain  that  office,  and  give  up  every  other,  he  n 
that  at  tlie  time  when  the  reftriftions  were  laid  befor 
Royal  Highnefs,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  woo 
Ihrt  fomething  in  the  aAAvcfe  to  g^vv^xxe  HU  Royal  Hij 
•/"t/ie  intention,  that  he  m\£\\X.  Vuons  >«\\'ax>afc  ^-ac^x^ 
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i- be  contained  in  the  bill,  and  that  it  was  to  tontain 
_  el(e  befides  the  Refiridltons.     Mr.  Sheridan  con- 
%tth  movingf  by  way  of  amendment,  to  add  to  the 
^  that  the  reftridions  were  formed  on  the  fuppofi- 
tfaat  Hir  Majefly's  illnefs  was  only  temporary,  and 
It  be  of  no  long  duration.*'     Thefe  words,   he  faid, 
liafi  tskiea  out  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  letter 
tbe'Prince  of  Wales,  which  was  already  before  the  Pub- 
and  therefore^  he  did  not  imagine  that  any  obje£ti6n 
be.made  to  his  amendment  by  the  right  honourable 
many  or  any  other  member* 
'Sir  yamn  £r/kine  feconded  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
read  from  the  Chain 
^:'Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,   adverting  to  the  ground  for  the 
endment  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  moved,  admitted  that 
had  argued  that  the  reftridlions  were  fuch  as  were  fit  only 
bbe  applied  for  temporary  purpofes ;  but  though  the  ne- 
BlAity  for  them  was  fuppoied  to  be  only  of  a  temporary  na- 
ilbc,  it  was  imjpoffible  to  fix  beforehand  the  precife  time 
the  neceffity  for  their  duration  would  ceafe.     The  ho- 
kniable  gentleman  had  ilated,   that  he  had  felefied  the 
of  his  amendment  from  a  certahi  publication ;  but  if 
would  refer  to  the  publication  in  que/lion,  he  WDuld  find 
It  he  had  feledled  words  from  one  part  of  it,  which  were 
dlowed  by  another,  in  which  the  idea  was  fully  explained. 
fbCould  not,  therefore,  avoid  objcdling  to  the  amendment, 
W'Containing  a  partial  fele£lion  ot  words  from  a  publication 
M  which  an  explanation  of  that  partial  feledlion  was  to  be 
Ibimd*     The  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  clear,  had  either 

£lt  heard  the  motion  which  he  had  delivered  to  the  Chair^ 
ith  attention,  or  he  had  forgotten  the  words  of  it ;  fmce  if 
It  were  exammed,  it  would  be  found  to  contain  words  that 
%xyrefflljr  marked  that  the  reftridions  were  only  temporary* 
lam  Mr.  Pitt  read  the  part  of  the  motion  to  which  he  aU 
^lodedy  wherein  it  was  ftated  tliat  the  reilriiStions  in  queftion 
iierefuch  as  appeared  to  them  proper  to  be  adopted  under  the 

CSMt  circumilances  of  the  cafe.  What  could  be  fo  fair^s 
ing  the  limitations  and  reftridlions  to  be  framed  on  the  prin-^ 
"^^ple  of  being  fuch,  as  the  occafion  appeared  at  prefent  to  re* 
fRte?  The  motion,  therefore,  in  his  opinion  was  fuffici- 
Wly  expref&ve  of  all  which  need  to  be  noticed,  and  of 
'tonrfeprecluded  the  neceiTity  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Itteadment.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  next  remarked  that,  as 
^  honourable  gentleman  (Mr*  Sheridan)  had  exprefled 
kUhopes  that  the  idea  of  limiting  the  duration  of  the  Re-* 

fcf'  was  abandoned,  he  muft   beg  leave  to  remind  the 
^  that  he  had  objeAed  to  any   parucuUr  Uvuci  Vifcwv^ 
ht0d  for  the  duration  of  the  reftridtions^  but  ;\a  \\otiow\^\^ 
Vol.  XXV.  Ss  S^vaV-- 
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gentleman  then  behind  him  (Mr.Pulteney)  defcrvedly  of  great 
weight  in  that  Houfe,  had  propofed  to  limit  the  duration  of 
the  bill,  and  upon  its  being  obje<3ecl  to  by  a  right  honourable^' 
gentleman  not  then  prefent,  who  had  flated  that  fuch  alimi-. 
tation  as  went  to  the  eledlion  of  a  Regent,    from  time  to' 
time,  tended  to  a  create  a  republic,  and  to  alter  the  form  of 
the  conftitution,    in  anfwer  it  was  faid,  that  the  period  of 
limitation   ihould   extend   to  the  power  as   well  as   the  re- 
ftri(^ions;  and  hemuft  confefs  that  he  thought  it  lefs  an  evil 
that  limitations  fhould  be  put  on  the  whole,  than  on  a  part 
of  the.  plan.     He  had   himfelf  mentioned  no  limitation  at 
all,  but  had  thought  it  bell  to  be  left  open  for  that  Houfe,  in' 
future,  to  judge  of  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
and,  therefore,  he  had  bagged  the  honourable  gentlemm  not 
to  prefs  them   at  that  time:    a   requifition  with  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  concurred.     One  of  thofe  Cham» 
pions  of  the  Conftitution,  on  the  other  fide  the  Houfe,  had 
contended  that  no   ties  ought  to  be  fixed  to  any  part  of  the 
bill.      He  muft,  however,  repeat,  that  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
proper  that  any  part  were  to  be  limited,  the  power  ought  to 
be  limited  likewi'e:    becaufe,    otherwife  they  fuffered  the 
power  of  providing  in  future,  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  might 
require,  to  go  out  of  their  hands,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
would  be  bound  only  for  a   limited  time,   while  they  would 
remain  fubjeft  not  only   to  the^  inconvenience,  but  lofe  tlie 
claim  of  being  attended  with  all  the  convenience  pofTible,  be- 
caufe the  convenience  was  their  referving  it  iit  their  own  power  ' 
to  aft  upon  their  difcretion,    as   the  neceility  of  the  cafe 
might  demand.     At  prefent   they   did  not   know   but  the 
bill  might  be  objedled  to  by   the  Prince,  and,  if  fo,  a  very 
different  mode  of  proceeding  muft  be  adopted;    but,  if  the 
t^rince  fhould  agree  to  accept  the  Regency  on  the  conditions 
flated   in  the  reftri6lions,  what  then    would  prove  the  con- 
fequence  ?  The  bill   would  proceed  after  the  opening  oFthe 
Parliament.     The   Houfe  could  not  be  pledged  further  than 
their  honour  and  judgement  had   led  them  in  framing  the 
prefent  refolutions ;  and  on  the  oiher  hand,  he  could  not 
anfwer  better  than,  as  an   honourable  friend  of  his  behind 
him  had  expreffed  himfelf,    if  the  bill  altered  the  conditions 
ftated  in  the  reflriftions,    or  fuperadded  new  ones,  in  that 
cafe  the  Prince  could  not  be  confidered  to  be  bound  by  his 
anfwer  to  the  reflridions  then   under  their  confiderationi 
whatever  might  be  the  nature  of  fuch  an  anfwer.     But,  he 
would  afk,  which  was  moft  probable,  after  having  voted  the 
reflriftions,  either  that  they  would  abide  by  thero»  or  de- 
part from   them?    If  the  Houfe  departed  from  iMtmj  ^1 
would  Jofe  t]\e  objeCt  at  v9V\\c\\  t\\^'^  ^vkv^^^  ^xA  ^\!Lmlal^. 
tbey  had  hitherto  done  wouVd  ptoN^  'vsi^\.Xfti  13II  SxxicStf&'^v 


L 1789.  D    E  *  B    A   T    E    S. 

boor  and'  ufelefs  difcuilion.  The  fpirit  of  the  refolutions  con- 
tained every  point  which  appearcJ  to  him  neceflary  to  he  de- 
rided before  they  proceeded  to  the  immediate  Hep  of  opening 
the  Parliament,  and  moving  a  bill ;  and,  indeed,  had  any  thing 
elfe  occarred  to  him  as  neceirary,  he  certainly  fhould  have 
propofed  it.  The  fpirit  of  thofe  refolutions  was,  that  all 
the  royal  power  fhould  he  exercifed  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wale*;,  in  the  nan^e  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
father,  fubje^  to  the  Reftridlions  which  w»re  fpecified.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  his  Royal  Highnel's  would  not  ohjeft 
to  the  reftridlions,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  not  find  any 
material  inconvenience  in  prefenting  the  motion  with  the 
refolutions  to  his  Royal  Highnefs;  hut,  if  it  fliould  even 
jprove  a  material  inconvenience,  he  trufltd  that  it  would  be 
deemed  an  inconvenience  neceflary  to  be  incurred,  as  it 
would  enfure  their  future  proceedings,  and  refcue  them  from 
;  the  hazard  of  lofing  much  time,  and  giving  themfelves  much 
.  farther  unnecefTary  trouble.  As  to  the  charge  of  want  of 
fyftem,  and  want  of  method,  and  of  intentional  delay  on 
the  part  of  His  Majefty'j*  Minifters,  it  had  been  lightly  and 
wantonly  thrown  out,  but  not  fupported.  Mr.  Pitt  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  Houfc  of  the  Iteps  wliicii  they  had  taken 
as  the  heft  refutation  of  that  charge,  and  f.»id,  that  afttr  having 
afcertained  ih^  fa6l  of  the  King's  incapacity,  they  had  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  the  obje6l  in  view,  but  their  progrefs 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  aflertion  of  a  righ*  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  aflume  the  exercife  of  the-  iovereign  authority  : 
an  afltrtion  which  neceflarily  and  unavoidably  called  for  dif- 
cuflion  and  decifion  previoufly  to  their  procttdlng  any  far- 
ther. The  ground  cleared  of  tliat  queftion,  and  ihe  two 
Houfes  having  refolved,  that  the  right  of  providing  the 
means  of  fuppl^ing  the  defedl  in  the  executive  authority 
was  in  thcm^  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  exercife  it,  a  new 
delay  arofe  in  confequcnce  of  a  declaration,  that  it  was  ne- 
•  ceffary  to  have  a  farther  examination  of  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters, accompanied  with  fuch  ftatementsas  made  a  farther 
examination  of  the  ])hyficians  unavoidable ;  but,  it  was  to 
he  remembered,  that  the  delay  originated  not  in  His  Ma- 
jefly's  Minifters,  nor  on  that  fide  the  Houfe,  That  ex- 
amination over,  »hey  had  debated  the  reflri^lions  thought 
fieceffary  to  he  agreed  to  by  the  Regent  under  the  prefent 
circumftanct's  of  His  Majefty's  probability  of  recovery,  and 
Were  now  arrived  at  the  point,  when  it  was  necefTary  to  lay 
their  refolutions  before  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  order  to  know  wlietherhis  Royal  Highnefs  would 
accept  the  Regency  on  thofe  terms  or  hot.  Mr.  Pitt  added^ 
^at  in  anfwer  to  this  iiatenient  of  the  outYmes  o^  x\\^  ^\\vv- 
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cipal  part  of  their  proceedings,  it  might  poffibly  be  con-"  ^ 
tended  that  they  had  been  too  critical  and  too  minute;  but|  | 
in  reply,   he  fhould  beg  leave  to  alk,  could  they  be  too  cri- j 
tical  and  too  minute  in  queflions  deeply,  and  materially  af- 
feSing  the  conditution  of  the  country  ?  Among  other  poiott.^ 
which  might  confole  them  for  the  time  they  had  fpent^  h0  j 
could  aflure  the  Houfe,  notwithftanding  the  myfterious  iufi-  ' 
nuation  of  a  want  of  harmony  among  thofe  who  ought,,  on  ^ 
fuch  an  occafion,  to  agree,  made  by  an  honourable  Baronet  ; 
in  thebeginningof  the  debate,  that  no  difference  of  opinion^  i 
however  fome  gentlemen  might  wilh  it,  had  prevailed.     So  4 
far  from  it,  he  had  great  pleafure  in  telling  the  honourable  \ 
Baronet  and  the  Houfe,  that  there  not  only  had  been  no  ia-  j 
terruption  of  harmony  among  thofe,    whofe  tafk  it  was  to  : 
co-operate  in  the  prefent  arduous  fituation  of  aflFairs,  but  the  ^ 
more  they  had  thought  of  the  plan  of  proceedings,  which  j 
they  had  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  propofe,  the  more  they  i 
were  confirmed  in  their  original  opinion  of  it,  and  the  mow  - 
determined  uniformly  to  concur  in  completing  it  to  the  ut- 
moft,  as  an  aft  of  indifpenfable  duty  to  their  Sovereign  and 
their  country.     With  regard  to  the  charge  of  delay  likely 
to  be  occafioned  by  the  prefent  motion,  in  point  of  faflf , 
he  did  not  think  it  probable  to  be  fo  great  as  the  .honoura*  j 
ble  gentleman  had  fuggefted ;    but,  if  the  meafure  was,.aiJ 
he  thought  and  ftated  it  to  be,  a  neceflary  meafure,  though  : 
he  had  all  along  been,  as  the  Hpufe  well  knew,  an  advocate 
for  difpatch,  he  (hould  conceive,  that  in  fo  very  important 
a  point,  doing  the  bufmefs  well,  was  preferable  to  doing  it 
fpeedily.     The  difference  with  regard  to  opening  the  Par- 
liament, however,  could  not  be  a  week.  If  that  Houfe  voted 
the  two  motions  for  the  four  firft  reflri£lion  to  be  carried 
up  to  the  Prince,  and  the  fifth  Refoluiion  to  the  Queen  that 
night,  they  would,  the  next  day,  carry  them  to  the  Lords, 
who  would  difcufs  the  propriety  of  voting  them,  and  pro- 
bably might  vote  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day;  and, 
in  fuch  a  cafe  it  was  not  impoffible  that  they  might  receive 
kis  Royal  Highnefs's  anfwor  on  Thurfday,     With  refpeft  to 
the  execution  of  what  had  been  called  on   the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe  a  phantom,  but  which  he  trufled,  when  explain- 
ed, would  be  found  not  to  bean  imaginary,  incorporeal  be- 
ing, but  of  the  folid  and  material  fubftance  of  the  conflitu- 
tion,  it  might,  either  in  that  Houfe  or  the  other,  be  entered  . 
upon  the  fame  day;,  if  in  that  Houfe  firfl,  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  might  fit  on  Saturday,  and  the  bill  be  brought  in  and* 
entered  upon  early  next  week,  pe^aps  on  Monday,  aod  the 
whale  fyilem  as  far  as  regarded  tWl  Hovxfe^  would  thus  be- 
come compJeated  in  thecoAirt^oi  x.\\2i\.vi^^,     KtvY^o^tsox* 
^We  gentleman  had  faid,  that\\e  v<ia%  t\o  ev\^Tcv^  xo  ^tx^  tD«il 
if  re/pe(a  and  attention  bem^ftve'Nu  xo\Xv<i>i?u\\^^  <&  ^^ 
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Iftfy  thaty  throughout  the  meafure  there  had  been  a  manifeft 
sant  of  attention  and  refpefl  to  his  Royal  Highnefs:  but, 
fv  hia  own  part,  he  could  declare  that  he  bad  never  thought 
kneceflary  to  take  notice  of  the  numerous  anonymous  libels 
ll'indaftrioufly  put  in  circulation  throughout  the  town,  and 
thniaghoiit  the  country.  To  fuch  libels,  avowed  bv  no 
|eribn»  it  was  impoffible  to  give  an  anfwer;  and,  yet,  i^  any 
fUHi  thought  that  there  had  been  real  ground  for  a  complaint 
it  want  of  refped  and  attention  towards  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  any  part  of  his  condud,  he  called  upon  that  man,  in  truth 
iandin  faimefs,  to  ftate  the  inftance,  and  he  would'chearfully 
:neet  the  charge.  He  confidered  refpe£l  to  his  Royal  High- 
w&  the  Prince  of  Wajes  as  one  part  of  his  duty  to  his  So- 
imign.  It  was  infeparable  from  it.  But,  though  he  fhould 
^extremely  forry  to  be  deficient  in  that  exterior  and  cere- 
IQonious  refpe<9:,  that  was  juftly  due  to  ihe  Prince  of  Wales, 
|et}  what  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign,  to  the  Conftitution,  and 
l»  the  People  of  England,  was  paramount  to  any  perfonal 
ttiped  which  might  He  due  to  any  chara6ler  whatfoever. 
Though  it  was  papmount,  however,  to  all  degree  of  perfonal 
mpeQf  it  was  not  inconfiflent  with  fuch  a  compliance  with 
jfecomm ;  and  he  ever  had,  and  ever  would  pay  the  fame  re- 
^ed  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  to  all  the 
^of  the  Royal  Family,  and  to  the  Sovereign  himfelf.  The 
ifaeft  refpe(5t  he  could  pay  to  all  of  them,  was,  to  cultivate 
he  interefls  of  that  nation,  which  the  anceftors  of  the  prcfent 
loyal  family  were  called  upon  to  govern,  and  to  watch  over 
liefafety  ot  that  Conftiturion,  in  the  proteftion  of  which  His 
^oyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  one  day  be  in- 
Kerefted. 

.-Mr,  Grey  rifing  next,  obferved  that  he  felt  himfelf  in  ra-  Mr.  Grey, 
titer  an  unpleafant  (ituation,  becaufe  he  could  not  bring  for- 
ward any  charge  of  the  nature  in  queftion,  without  appear- 
ing to  fpeak  from  fome  authority;  but,  as  he  had  undoubt- 
edlf  accufed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  of  having  treat- 
ed His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  want  of  re- 
ijpeft  and  attention,  he  would  proceed  fpecifically  and  diftinft- 
Ij  to  make  out  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  fufficient  grounds 
TOT  that  charge,  being  determined  never  to  flinch  from  what 
]>e{hould  at  any  time  fay  in  that  Hou!'e.  Whether  what  he 
ftould  oflfer  might  appear  in  the  fame  point  of  view  to  the 
Houfe,  was  not  for  him  to  determine;  he  only  begged  them, 
^  the  firft  place,  to  underftand,  that  he  fpoke  his  own  fen- 
**»ent8,  without  confultation  with  any  one,  and  without  the 
|M"ivity  and  concurrence  of  any  individual  whatfoever.  The 
^ht  honourable  gentleman  appeared  to  him  to  have  (hewn  a 
^iaa/Jk/l  want  ofrefpeA  and  attention  to  the  Prince  ot  "W  Ae%^ 
the £rfl  place,  i/i  f/ie  manner  in  which,  when  x\\c  "Sxw^ 
Hinell  was  fummoned  to  examine  His  Majelly's  ^^a^^vcv^w^^ 
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the  intimation  of  its  being  convened,  and  the  objeft  c 
was  communipated  to  His  Royal  Highnefs;  all  this  I 
done  by  the  fame  fort,  of  ordinary  fummons  which  was 
to  the  other  Members  of  the  Council.  It  was  .upon  thi 
cafion  that  either  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  oi 
Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council  difcovered  a  marked  wai 
•  refpeft  and  attention  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The 
want  of  refpedl  and  attention  to  His  Royal  Highnefs, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  not  having  fobmittCi 
whole  of  his  intended  plan  to  'His  Royal  Highnefs,  b 
any'  of  the  proceedings  pf  Parliament  took  place,  and 
deed,  previous  to  its  public  'ftatement  in  that  Houf< 
which  he  conceived  an  honourable  Baronet,  who  had  fp 
early  in  the  debate,  had  alluded,  when  he  faid  that  the) 
been  guilty  of  an  indecorum,  in  not  fl:ating  the  refolu 
to  His  Royal  Highnefs  earjier.  Another  inftance  he  ft 
mention,  was  chiefly  grounded  on  public  report,  ^nd 
was  thie  manner  in  which,  when  the  propofed  reftrif 
were  communicated  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  comn 
cation  had  been  miule.  In  that,  as  in  the  preceding  inft 
he  conceived  there  was  a  confiderable  portion  of  a  repn 
fible  want  of  refpeft  and  attention  to  His  Royal  High 
With  regard  to  the  charge  of  a  want  of  a  fyftem  in  the  v 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  proceedings  upor 
fubje6\  of  the  Regency,  which  the  right  honourable  ge 
man  had  thought  proper  to  fay  had  been  wantonly  and  lig 
urged,  and  had  not  been  fupported,  as  the  right  honon 

.  gentleman  had  now  heard  from  him  upon  what  the  char 
fhewing  a  want  of  refpe6t  and  attention  to  His  Royal  h 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  founded,  fo  (hould  he 
the  pleafure  of  hearing  him  re-ftate  the  charge  of  wgi 
fyftem  in  his  meafures.  The  right  honourable  gentle 
feemed  to  confider  his  plan  of  proceedings  as  perfectly  i 
lar,  as  if  one  part  of  it  fprung  out  of  another,  and  the  w 
was  a  fyftem  of  harmony  and  order,  which  they  muft  al 
mire  for  its  fymmetry  and  beauty.  In  order  to  prove 
the  right  honoural»le  gentleman  had  gone  into  a  recapi 

,  tion  of  their  proceedings,  from  the  moment  of  their  h* 
afcertained  the  fa£l  of  His  Majefty's  incapacity.  The 
-  honourable  gentleman,  however,  had  pafled  over  one  of 
pn  ceedings,  and  that  alfo  of  an  early  date,  of  which  he 
beg  leave  to  remind  him.  It  was,  his  fecond  motion 
motion  for  a  Committee  to  fcarch  for  precedents;  whi< 

'  had  introduced  with  an  argument,  that  it  was  neceffar 
that  Houfe  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  colleftivc  ^f 
of  their  anceftors  to  gu\Ae  2lx\A  |<ci\e,xw  xXvw  eotvdaft  bv 

yet  when  that  curipus  p\iVA\c:it\or\  v\\^v\  w^^tv  x>cv^\x  x:^ 

referred  to,  it  would  be  iouuAj  V\v^\.  \\.  >«^s  \^\Jnfct  >e! 
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sach  them  the  errors  of  their  anceftors,  than  to  exhibit 
coofs  of  their  wifdom,  fince  the  meafures  which  the  right 
Kmoarable  gentleman  had  taken,  Were  not  grounded  upon 
ay  one  of  the  precedents  contained  in  the  Report,  nor  did 
Ikj  bear  the  fmalleft  analogy  to  any  one  of  thofe  precedents. 
It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
■BB  had  not  gone  upon  any  one  fyftem  or  method,  ^nd  that 
Kehad  had  no  plan  arranged  by  a  combination  of  all  Its  parts, 
^ponftitating  dr  regular  and  c&mplete  fyftem,  but  had  led 
Aem  on,  ftep  by  ftcp,  coming  forward  with  feparate  and 
Sfeordant  proportions,  merely  as  the  exigency  of  the  day 
ibggefted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  felt  it  totally  need-  ^r.  Chan- 
bb  to  anim^vert  at  all  upon  the  concluding  part  of  the 
lopoarable  gentleman's  fpeech,  heciufe  every  candid  and 
npartial  man  might  judge  whether  he  had  or  had  not  pro- 
ceeded on  one  regular  and  uniform  fyAem;  and  he  was  per- 
leftly  content  to  leave  the  whole  to  that  decifion.  He  would 
only  advert  to  the  charges  of  difrefpedt  and  want  of  atten- 
tion manifefted  by  him  towards  His  Royal  Highnels  the 
Prince  of  Wales;  and  fo  far  was  he  from  complaining  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  having  mode  the  charges,  that  he 
icknowledged  he  felt  himfeif  highly  obliged  to  the  honour- 

tablc  gentleman  for  having  ftatcd  them  fo  fairly  and  explicitly ; 
•U  it  afforded  him  an  opportunity,  which  he  could  not  olhcr- 
.Wife  have  had,  of  meeting  them  in  the  face  of  that  Houfe, 
jand  of  the  public,  which  was  the  only  way  in  wh'ch  he  could 
'have  taken  notice  of  them,  confidently  with  what  was  due 
to  himfeif  and  to  the  country.   The  lirll  charge  was  a  failure 
of  refpedl  in  the  manner  offending  notice  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Privy  Council  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  he  might 
eaGly  have  gotten  rid  of,  by  faying,  that  if  it  was  proved 
an  error,  it  was  not  his  error,  but  that  or  the  Lord  Prefident 
of  the  Council.     He  difdained,  however,  to  avoid  taking  his 
ihare  of  the  blame  which  might  be  thought  imputable  to  any 
tteafure  of  that  venerable  and  refpc£lable  perfonage,    with 
-  '"Whom  it  was  the  pride  and  happinefs  of  his  life  to  a6t,  and  if 
he  had  wifhed  at  any  time  to  avoid  fuch  a  participation  of 
:  -blame,  he  was  convinced,  from  the  degree  of  cordiality  and 
'    confidence  in  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  and  he  lived, 
'    it  would,  in  point  of  fa6l,  be  utterly  impoffible  for  him  to 
"  have  an  opportunity  of  being  placed  in  fuch  a  predicament. 
i   The  firft  part  of  the  charge  was,  that  His  Majefly's  Mini- 
fters  had  not  previoufly  confulted  the  Prince  of  Wales  upon 
:   the  fubjefl;  of  thofe  meafures  which  they  were  to  take  in  the 
k-  difficulty  wherein  they  found  themfelves  involved   vtv  x.\\^ 
^  execution  0/  the  trail  repofed  in  them  by  the  ISJm^.    W^ 
^lied  the  truth  of  this  charge  in  that  point ;  HU  M^^S*  ^ 


^oyal  Highnefs  IjuJ  received  no  other  than  the  ordinar 
tice  fent  round  to  every  other  Member  of  the  Coun( 
was  evident  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  g 
mifinformed  in  point  of  fa6t.  So  far  from  the  event  h 
palled  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ilated,  His  I 
Highnefs  received  a  fpecial  letter,  written  from  the 
Prcfidcnt  of  the  Council,  ftating  the  fubjedl  to  be  fubr 
to  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  bufinefs  to  be  entered  i 
and  therefore  His  Royal  Highnefs  had  been  fummone 
manner  the  moft  refpedlful,  and  totally  different  froir 
in  which  any  other  Member  of  the  Privy  Council  h^d 
fummoned,  excepting  only  the  other  Princes  of  the  I 
The  ne3^t  charge,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  was 
fonally  againft  himfelf;  it  was  the  charge  of  not  havin 
quainted  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  wit 
whole  of  his  plart,  previous  to  his  opening  it  in  that  H 
To  the  truth  of  the  fadk  alledged,  he  muft  alfo,  ii 
point,  fubmit;  but,  he  begged  gentlemen  to  recoiled 
had  paffed,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  granted,  thj 
circumftances  confidered,  it  was  a  little  hard  that  it  t 
be  made  a  matter  of  charge  againft  him  of  want  of  n 
and  attention  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  He  had  refolvc 
foon  as  ever  a  plan  (hould  be  adjufted,  to  communicate 
His  Royal  Highnefs  tlie  Prince  of  Wales,  previous  i 
ftating  it  to  the  Houfe;  but,  in  the  courfc  of  the  deb; 
that  Houfe,  when  the  queftion  of  right  was  prelimii 
under  difcuffion,  eentlemen  would  remember,  that  b( 
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qseftion  inYolved  in  it  confiderations,  the  decifion  upon  which 
migbt  fuperfede  the  neceffity  and  propriety  of  that  Houfe 
deliberating  at  all  upon  any  farther  fteps  to  be  taken,  it  was 
needful  to  have  it  difcuiTed  as  a  queflion  preliminary  to  any 
«her  proceeding.     With  regard  to  the  difrefpedlful  manner 
in  which  it  was  reported,  that  when  the  communication  of 
Ae  reftridlions  intended  to  be  propofed  to  the  two  Houfcs, 
_  tasmade  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  the  rumour  had  proceeded 
tofnch  an  extravagant  length,  that  he  believed  it  had  gained 
credit  about  town,  and  he  was  fure  that  it  had  been  circu- 
lated in  the  country,  not  only  that  a  meflage  had  been  fent 
'  bra  livery  fervant,  but  that  the  meflage  had  been  verbal. 
The  truth,  however,  as  the  public  were  now  apprized,  was, 
that  the  communication  had  been  made  refpedlfully  in  writ- 
'  fag,  and  the  letter  had  been  fent,  not  by  a  livery  fervant, 
but  by  a  meflenger,  difpatched  for  the  efpecial  purpofe.  Per- 
bps,  Mr.  Pitt  added,  there  might  be  a  failure  in  point  of 
lefpefl  in  this  mode  of  communication.    No  man,  he  owned, 
vas  more  ignorant  of  etiquette  than  himfelf ;    but,  he  was 
'  not  confcious  of  even  the  moft   diftant  intention  to  fliew 
difrefpeft  to  His  Royal  Highnefs.     He  had  repeatedly  made 
communications  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  before,  in  precifely 
the  fame  mode,  without  its  having  ever  drawn  upon  him  the 
iballeft  animadverfion  for  a  failure  in  etiquette,  or  having 
been  confidered  as  an  inftance  of  difrefpedl;  and,  during  the 
five  years  that  he  had  been  in  Adminiftration,  he  had  never 
communicated  any  of  the  numerous  papers,  difpatches,  &c. 
which  he  had,  from  time  to  time,  found  occafion  to  tranfmit 
to  His  Majeily,  in  any  other  manner ;  and  he  was  fure  that 
he  had  not  intended  to  have  Ihcwn  a  difrefpedl  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  in  the  inftance  alluded  to,  more  than  he  had  ever 
intended  to  fliew  a  difrefpeft  to  His  Majefty,  during  the  pe- 
riod that  he  had  been  honoured  with  his   Royal  confidence. 
He  trufted  that  the  explanation  which   he  had  given  of  his 
condudl  in  thofe  particulars,  in  which  a  want  of  refpedl  and 
attention  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  imputed  to  him, 
would  prove  fatisfadlory  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  was  perfuaded 
that  no  gentlemen  would  be  more  happy  than  thofe,  who 
.had  conceived  that  there  had  been  fome  reafonable  plea  for 
the  allegation.     He   flattered  himfelf,  therefore,    that  they 
would  in  future  confiJer  the  grounds  of  rumours,  before  tliey 
haftily  gave  them  credit ;  and  he  fhould   intreat  gentlemen 
to  refleft  a  little  oil  the  candor  of  all  other  public  rumours, 
and  to  judge  of  them  by  the  very  flight  degree  of  truth  which 
he  had  proved  to  exift  in  the  rumours  that  were  circulated  fo 
injurioufly  to  his  character. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  he  placed  no  confidence  whatfo-  Mr.Burk 
0Yer'm  mere  rumour;  and  the  rather  becaufe\v«i  k\\^^  '^\v;iX. 
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the  right  honourable  gcDtlemun's  behayioufi  condu&f  and 
manners  were;  and  he  was  too  fully  convinced  that  he  had 
(hewn  great  want  of  refpcft  and  attention  to  the  Prince,  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  the   proceedings  refpefling  His  Royal. 
Highnefs.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of 
etiquette,  denied  all  confcioufnefs  of  guilty  and  called  Tof 
tlie  proof.     If  they  had  been  accufing  tlie  right  honourablr  , 
gentleman  of  a.  crime,  they  mu ft  have  recourfe  to  the  laws^  , 
but,  it  was  a  want  of  civility  and  good  manners,  where  botfr' ; 
were  fo  eminently  due,  that  they  were  charging  him  with,  ' 
^n^d  that  cliarge  was  eafily  made  out.*    The  right  honourable 
gentleman'  had  faid,   that  to  treat  the  Prince  with  difrefpefi, 
was  to  ti*eat  Hi?  Majefty  with  difrefpedk;  the  right  honoor^  • 
able  genderoan  ^as,  in  that  opinion,  correct,    (ince  thole 
IV ho  injured  the  Prince  of  Wales,  undoubtedly  injured  the 
King.     Thatfa£l  being  admitted,  what  were  they  then  to 
think  of  the  right  honourable  ^entleman^s  not  having'con- 
Cjlted  the  Prince  of  Wales  pn  the  fubjeft  ot  convening  the  \ 
Privy  CouiKil,  and  the  meafures  to  be  taken  therein  ?   TM 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared  that  the  King^s  fcr- 
vants  were  not  to  take  orders  from  the  Prince,  but  to  con* 
fider  him  as  aiiy  other  Member  of  the  Council.     Was  every 
man,  he  would  a(k,  to  be  regarded  as  (hewing  the  neceflaiy 
degree  <jf  refpe<3  and  civility  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who, 
becaufe  he  was  not  by  law  bound  to   take  orders  from  Hi? 
Royal  Highnefs,  theiefore  chofe  to  pafs  him  by  without  no* 
tice  ?  In  what  a  peculiar  fituation  did  His  Royal  Highneli 
(land!  A  grievous  calamity  had  fallen  on  his  family,  and  hi 
had  been  thereby  freed  from  the  prote<^ion  of  a  father,  who,  ^ 
if  in  a  ft.ite  cf  capacity,  would  have  guarded  him  from  the 
jufolence  of  his  i\  rvants.     There  was  an  evident  and  a  groft 
want  of  attention    and  want  of  humanity  in  the  right,  ho- 
iiourahle  gentleman's  condud^ ;  fince,  in  the  cafe  of  an  afflic*^j 
tion  fallen  on  a  father,  who  ought  to  l)e  cohfulted  as  to  what 
was  neceflary  to  be  done,  fo  foon  as  the  cldeft  fon  ?    Was  il 
not  ufuaL  in  ail  caies  of  illneis  and  dilafter  hapi>ening  to  the 
head  of  a  family,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  next  perfon  in  it, 
as  the  one  moft  interefted  in  the  event  of  the  affliction  ^-*  . 
Great  incivilities,  when  premeditated,  might  pafs  into  fome- 
thing  of  a  higher  nature  tl)an  want  of  refpeft,  and  might  be 
met  upon  other  grounds  but,   in  confidering  that  no  more 
notice  was  due  to  the  Prince  of  Wales   than   to  any  other 
Member  of  the  Privy  Council,  there  had  been  a  reprehen- 
fibfe  want  of  attentron.     He  next  obferved,  that  the,  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  his  plan  in  that  Houfe^  pre- 
v.ous  to  his  communication  of  the  plan  of  proceedings lo 
l/wPfincq  of  Wales.    Here, 
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Mr.  Onoodlor  Pitt  begged  leaye  to  remind  Mr.  Burke,      Mr. 
dvit  he  had  explained  to  tlie  Houfe  the  manner  in  which  that  Chancel 
npfauiation  had  been  called  for,  which  made  it  impoffible  for  lor  Pitt. 
Ilim  not  to  decline  bringing  it  forward. 

.  Mr.  Burke  anfwered,  that  he  muft,  in  his  turn,  be  per-  Mr.Bur 
aitted  to  call  to  the  recolIe<Slion  of  the  right  honourable 
fttitlemao,  tbat  he  did  not  allude  to  this  inclination.     On 
oe  contrary,  he  confidered  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
q^lanation  on  that  head  as  perfeflly  fatisfa^ory,  and  had 
tterefere  pafled  it  over.     What  he  meant  was,  the  right  ho- 
nenrable  gentleman*s  having  forced  the  Houfe  to  delate  the 
io^ion  of  right,  without  having  previoufly  commtmicated 
tDHis  Royal  Highnefs,  that  a   right,  in  which  His  Royal 
Hkhnefs  was  fo  much  intereAed,  was  about  to  be  made  the 
fabjed  of  difcuffion.    That  was,  in  his  mind,  a  great  inde- 
cency, and  the  more  fo,  after  the  humble,  fatisfaftory,  re- 
^leAful,  bat  at  the  fame  time  dignified  manner,  in  which 
that  difcuffion  had  been  deprecated  by  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
ildeclaration  made,  that  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales^  from  a  tlioiough  regard  to  the  confiitution,  what- 
ever right  he  might  have^  was  willing  to  accept  the  R^ency 
on  fucn  terms  as  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  fhould  think 
jiroper  to  give  it.     Mr.  Burke  praifed  the  fraternal  afFedlion 
lAanifeAed  by  the  Duke  of  York,  which,  hefaid,  proved  His 
iLoyal  Highnefs  to  be  a  worthy  perfon,  and  afforded  well- 
grounded  hopes  that  he  would  be  ready  and  willing  to  aflift 
nil  brother.     With  regard  to  the  manner  of  communicating 
fheintehded  reftrldlions  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  could  not  be  ignorant  that  wlien  papers 
Were  fent  to  H»s  Majefty,  the  ufual   mode  of  tranfmiffion 
was  by  a  black  box,  which  was  dee^ned  refpeftful,   the  box 
beii^  confidered  as  marking  the  refpe6V.     Mr   Burke  added, 
that  he  would  leave  the  degree  of  difrefpeft  manifeded  in 
this  inftance  to  the  judgement  of  the  Public,  who  would, 
donbtlefs,  decide  it  in  their  ufual  mamier.     It  was  beyond  a 
^ueftion,  that  thofe  who  approved  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman's conduct,  would  have  imitated  it,  had  they  been  in 
his  iituation.     As  to  the  queflion  then  before  the  Houfe,  it 
WaSy  as  his  honourable  friend  had  ftated  it  to  be,  nothing 
more  than  a  dire<Et  endeavour  to  create  unneceffary  delay. 
They  had  been  taught,  the  preceding  day,  to  think  that  the 
bnfinefs  of  the  addrefs  would  have  come  on  in  the  Houfe  of 
Pecr»  ;  and  wherefore  fuch  a  circumftance  had  not  occurred, 
he  could  not  tell,  but  he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  for  lofmg  a 
week.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  they 
conld  not  receive  the  anfwer  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  before 
Thurfday,  and  that  they  cou}d  not  fit  on  Friday.     He  afked^ 
why  not  Ct  on  Friday?    Friday  was  tho  tT>i  d^^^  X\\ft  w\^ 
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dj^y  proper  for  fuch  bufinefs !  The  day  on  which  the  nation 
was  to  commemorate  the  extin£lion  of  Monarch y,  which > 
had  not  been  effedted  without  the  fpilling  of  blood;    and 
therefore  Friday  was,  of  all  days,  the  moft  fit  for  taking  that, 
flep,    which  was  to  annihilate .  the  Conftitution,    and  to 
^       change  the  form  of  our  Government.     Whether  the  putting 
off  the  bufmefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  preceding  day,  baa 
been  owing  to  a  difference  among  Minifters,  he  knew   not ; 
but  there  Was  a  little  bird,  a  fmall  robin  red-breaft,  which 
fung  that  fomething  like   it  had  happened ;    and   when  he 
talked  of  a  little  bird,  he  borrowed  the  i\lea  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  father,  who  had  faid,  a  little  bird  toU 
him  that  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber  were,  at  a  certain 
time,  fuppofed  to  exercife  their  influence  in  a  manner  not 
abfblutely  proper.     The  fame  bird,  Mn   Burke  remarked^ 
had  whifpered  to  him  that  there  was  a  reafon  for  not  pn^*. 
ceeding  as  had  been  intended,  and  for  fuddenly  fhifting  tho 
buiinefs  upon  their  fhoulders.      Perhaps,    he  added,   tho 
other  Houfe  were  not  vet  recovered  from  the  effe6l  of  that 
extraordinary  burft  pt  the  pathetic  which  had   been  exhi* 
bited  the  other  evening ;  they  had  not  dried  their  eyes,  2ni, 
been  reftored  to  their  former  placidity,  and  they  were  uhp 
qualified  to  attend  to  new  bufinefs.     The  tears  ihcd  in  that 
Houfe  on  theoccafion  to  which,  he  alluded,  were  not  thtt 
tears  of  patriots  for  dying  laws,  but  of  Lords  fpr  their  ex- 
piring places.     1  he  iron  tears  which  flowed  down  Pluto** 
cheek,  rather  refembled  the  difmal  bubbling  of  the  StyXi . 
than  the  gentle  murmuring  ftreams  of  Aganippe.     In  fafl, 
they  were  tears  for  His   Majefty*s  bread !    Thofe  who  had 
been  fed  by  the  King's  bounty  were  fuppofed  to  have  de- 
ferfed  him  in  his  utmoft  need.     There  was  a  manifeft  diffe- 
rence between  that  Houfe  and  the  other ;  between  patriciani 
and  plebeians.     They,    in   an  old-fafhioned  plebeian  way, 
would  have  obferved,  ^*  If  we  can  no  longer  ferve  the  King, 
♦*  we  will  no  longer  receive  his  wages ;  we  will  no  longer 
•*  eat  his  bread  ;"  but  the  Lords  of  the  Houfebold  held  a  dif- 
ferent language,  and  purfued  a  different  condu£): ;  they  wouW 
flick  by  the  King's  loaf  as  long  as  a  fingle  cut  of  it  remained. 
They  would  faflen  on  the  hard  cruft,  and  would   gnaw  it, 
while  two  crumbs  of  it  held  together  ;  and,  what  was  more 
extraordinary,  they  would  proudly  declare  at  the  time,  that 
it  was  the  honour  of  the   fervice  which  they  regarded,  and 
the  dignity  of  their  offices ;  and  that  as  to  the  emoluments, 
they  did  not  value  the  money  three  fkip?  of  a  leufe.    ThiJ 
was  gratitude;  a  degree  of  gratitude  which  Courtiers  never 
failed  to  exhibit !  Under  that  roof,  they  confidered  mankind 
^sfuhjeftto  human  frailty,  and  dreading  the  eflef^s  of  that 
if)firmity,  to  which  all  huipan  natqre  was  equallv  liable» 
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led  to  guard  againft  it,  by  voting  again  and  again, 
ioen  of  all  and  every  defcription  ihould  be  difquali- 
)ni  fitting  in  that  Houfe.  But,  the  Lords  of  the 
10I4  were  a  difierent  order  of  beings ;  they  were  be- 
he'  reach  of  influence;  they  were  a  fet  of  faints  and 
phersy  fuperior  to  the  lufts  of  the  flefli  and  the  vani- 
the  world.  Mr.  Burk^  obferved,  that  the  right  ho- 
le gentleman  had  called  his  honourable  friends  the 
ons  of  the  Conftitution,  and  he  declared  that  they 
:o  be  fuch.  They  were  placed  there  for  that  purpofe, 
y  would  abufe  their  truft,  if  they  took  powers  which 
belong  them,  in  order  to  flatter  another  with  a  degree 
ority  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  or  in  order  to  de- 
Fiothei:  of  a  right  which  did  belong  to  him.  •  The  right 
able  gentleman  was  bound  to  /liew  why  he  chole  to 
I  limitation  of  the  Regency,  in  point  of  time,  to  a 
on  of  the  reftri£lions.  His  right  honourable  friend, 
ox)  who  was  abfent,  Mr.  Burke  laid,  had  not  declared 
approved  of  that  limitation,  but  had  remarked,  that 
meant  to  make  a  Republic,  he  fliould,  in  fuch  a  cai**, 
e  of  a  limitation  of  the  Regency,  and  an  annual  elcc- 
He  ftiould  approve  of  it  for  the  fame  reafon.     If  they 

0  make  a  Republic,  why  did  they  not  mnke  it  in  a 
way,  and  openly  declare  their  intention?  If  he  were 
lid  he  hate  a  republican  fpeculation  ?  he  would  anfwer. 
Jut,  he  knew  a  Republic  could  not  be  fpeculated  upon, 
ng  to  our  Conftitution.  He  loved,  he  revered,  he 
the  true,  principles  of  a  Republic,  but,  was  that  the 

if  inftituting  a  Republic  ?  "  O  Republic  !"  exclaimed 
irke,  "  how  art  thou  libelled  !  how  art  thou  profti- 
J,  buffooned,  and  burlefqued  ! — O  fabric!  built  after 
lany  ages,  and  cemented  by  the  blood  of  patriots,  how 
:hou  degraded!"  As  well  might  it  be  faid,  that  the 
:ed  creatures  of  the  Opera  Houfe  were  the  reprefen- 
of  heroes,  the  true  and  perfeft  Crefars,  Catos,  and 
!es  of  Rome,  as  that  ftrange  and  juml.led  chaos,  the 
otative  of  a  real  Republic.  Such  an  attempt  to  eftab- 
lepublic  as  the  prefent,  was  the  certain  way  of  having 
ler  fet  over  them,  and  introducing  the  moft  hypocri- 
rt  of  (jovernment  to  which  it  was  poflible  to  refort. 
irke  reprobated  the  idea  of  the  fiflion  of  law,  which 
be  made  ufe  of  to  open  the  Parliament,  and  faid  that 
tr  had  heard  of  a  phantom  being  railed  in  a  private 
,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  robbing  the  houfe.  So  far 
sing  a  reprefentative  of  the  forms  of  the  conftitution, 
a  mafquerade,    a  mummery,    a  piece  of  bufl^bonery, 

1  burlefque  the  Conftitution,  and  to  ridicule  every 
fGoveuiment!   A  phantom  conjured  up  to  affright 

propriety, 
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propriety,  and  drive  it  from  our  ifle !  An  hideous,  fpefiic^* 
to  which,  in  the  language  of  Macbeth  to  Banqup's  ghoft,  it" 
XDight  be  iaid, 

Avaunt  and  quit  my  fight !  Let  the  earth  hide  thee  I 
Thy  bones  are  marrowlefs,  thy  blood  is  cold  ^ 
Thou  had  no  fpeculation  in  thoie  eyes 
Which  thou  do&  glare  with* 

And  fo  in  fa£l  it  was  with  this  political  fpe£lre;  itshoo^' 
were  marrowlefs,  its  blood  was  cold,  and  it  had  no  fpeciv 
lation  in  its  eyes  !  He  reprobated  it,  therefore,  as  achiinen^,; 
a  monfter  taken  out  of  the  depths  of  hell.     As  to  the  letter/ 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Prince,  Mr,  Burke 
declared  that   it  conveyed  private  intimations,    which  i» 
woo  Id  not   publicly  avow,  and  added  that,  with  refped  to 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  giving  his  word,  he  migb^; 
do  as  he  liked ;  but,  if  he  did  not  agree  to  a  fpecial  limita*.  ^ 
tiofl  of  the  reftriftions,  his  faith  was  broken;  becaufe,  if 
they  pafled  the  bill,  without  any  ciaufe  of  limitation,  thcnf 
gave  the  lock  and  the  key  to  tlic  door  of  revifion  and  Kmi- 
tation  out  of  their  own  hands,  and  delivered  both  over  to  th§ 
other  Houfe«     Thefe  were  dangerous  points,  and  he  BBuft 
contend  that  they  were  illegal,  and,  unfortunately,  without 
remedy.     The  reople  at  large,  ivho  were  deludea  and  afled 
upon  that  delufion,  could  not  be  puniflied,  becaufe  it  wouU  j 
be  a  maffacre;  but  what  fhould  they  fay  of  thofe  who  mifiei  3 
the  People,  and  under  a  pretence  of  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  , 
Conftitution,  endeavoured  to  advance  the  purpofes  of  their 
own  private  ambition  ?  Mr.  Burke  concluded,   with  ftating, 
that  for  the  reafons  which  he  had  mentioned,  he  ikould  fop- 
port  the  amendment. 
i||y^  Mr.  Pulteney  begged  leave  to  trefpafs   for  a  fhort  time 

Takcney.  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  whilft  he  exjdained  tht 
motion  which  he  did  not  make  on  a  former  day,  but  only 
had  ftated  loofely.     When  he  had  rifen  for  that  purpoTci  it 
was  at  a  very  late  hour,  and  gentlemen  probably  w^r&lb 
fatigued,  thiat  they  had  not  paid  it  that  degree  of  attentioot 
which  they  otherwife  would  have  done ;  and  hence  he  fup- 
pofed  that  the  tendency  of  the  motion  was  fo  much  mifap" 
prehended  as  he  found  it  to  be.     Gentlemen  talked  of  hi» 
motion  having  a  tendency  towards  introducing  a  repubKcan 
form  of  government.     It  had  no  fuch   tendency,  and  hs 
fhould  have  imagined  that   his   principles   were   too  wfU 
known,  for  any  man  to  have  fuppofed  that  he  was  inclined 
'ove  a  favourer  of  republican  notions.     He  never  had  io- 
I  to  favour  them,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  an  advocatf 
L'mited  monarcby  ;  uov  vi;i%\x^S\V»V&{QtiLiiY  indivi-. 
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id  .whatfoever,  to  think  more  highly  than  himfelf  of  the 
aonarducal  principles  of  our  government. 

•  Mr.  Sberidan,  obferved,  that  anxious  for  the  termination  Mr.  Slw- 
if  the  debate,  he  ihould  with  this  view,  propofe  a  farther  ridiuu 
neadmeoty  which  he  trufted  would  remove  all  the  right 
booarable  gentleman^s  objedions.  The  Houfe  might 
kieafter  debate  on  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s  intended 
■otion  of  limitations,  which  he  muft  fiill  maintain  was  ad- 
lerfe  to  the  laterefts  of  the  country,  and  verged  in  fuch  a 
Iqgree  towards  a  lepublican  form  of  government,  that  His 
tiiyal  HighnefiS  could  not  poffibly  find  any  beneficial  con- 
JBfnsiices  whatfoever  refulting  from  it,  in  favour  of  either 
is  pivfeot  or  his  future  profpeAs. 

Mr.  Pmlitncj  defired  permiffion,  for  a  moment,  to  interrupt  Mr.  Pal* 
liehonourablegentleman,  for  the  purpofe  of  declaring  thattenc/. 
irhat  he  propofed,  was,  in  his  humble  opinion,  calculated  to 
idvance  equaUy  the  benefit  of  the  Prince,  and  of  the  Coua- 

tiry. 

Mr.  Sberidan  anfwered,  thnt  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Houfe  Mr.  Sluh 
wonld  perceive  ^the  want  of  fyllem.     The  honourable  gen-  ridaa. 
lletxiaa  had,  on  ji  former  night,  fuggefted  on  a  fudden  an 
MUention  to  propofe  a  limitation  of  the  exigence  of  the  Re- 
gency,' which  he  had  jufl  told  the  Houfe  he  meant  to  perfift 
Ui'and  ihould  ftate  more  fully  hereafter.     It  was  upon  this 
€ccafi6n,  th^t  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  profefled 
an,  acquiefcence,  and  after  having  iiated,  that  his  mode  of 
proceeding  was  a  mode  which  was  not  to  be  changed,  he  had 
ID  a  manner  agreed  to  receive  the  honourable  gentleman^s 
fropofitio|i,  and  to  change  it  hereafter.     To  what  end  then 
*ote  the  propofed  addrefs  to  tlie  Prince  of  Wales  ?  If  tliey 
adopted  any  additional  regulation,  or  made  any  alterations, 
Ihey  would  neceffarily  have  to  do  the  bufinefs  which  they 
werenow  about,  over  again,  and  to  fend  up  a  fecond  addrefs 
to  the  Prince,  to  learn,  whether  in  the  altered  ftateof  the  re- 
ftridions.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was  yet  willing  to  accept  the 
Agency.    Mr.  Sheridan  preiTed  this  argument,  and  then  faid, 
that,  in  order  to  obviate  the  right  honourable  gentleman*s 
Scruples,  he  (hould  propofe  an  alteration  to  his  amendment, 
to  which  he  did  not  think  that  the  right  honourable  [;:ent1e- 
l&an  could  objeA.     If  he  had  underftood  what  the  right  ho- 
noarable  gentleman  had  faid  before  upon  the  fubjeft,  he  had 
fignified  that  his  objedlion  to  the  amendment  was,  that  it 
l^roved  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  termed  a 
partial  felefiion  from  a  paragraph  in  his  letter  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  that  he  had  left  out  certain  words  of  import- 
ance.    He  could  not,  Mr.  Shfridan  remarked,  confider  thofe 
.OQiitted  words  in  any  other  light  than  as  words  of  fnrplufage ; 
fco^  ia  order  to  fatisfy  the  right  honourable  g^en\it\mt\,  ?kv\^ 

to 


*'  wiiuviu  ur  ruuiaiiicni  iq  recoiiuueniicii:  proviiiuii^. 
Sberklan  faid  that  he  muft  beg  leave  to  read  that  part  o 
motion,  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bad  ri 
as  marking  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mind 
the  reftriiftions  were  calculated  merely  for  the  prefent 
gency,  and  were  conlequently  only  of  a  temporary  na 
He  aiked  if  thofe  words  conveyed  fo  clearly,  difiintSlIy. 
intelligibly,  that  the  reftriftions  were  permanent,  and 
'  temporary,  ay  the  wonls  of  his  amendment  warranted 
a  concluiion.  Why  then,  would  the  right  honourable 
tieman  ufe  dubious  words,  when  he  might  fpeak  plainly 
direftly  ?  1  he  right  honourable  gentleman  had  befor 
clared  that  his  letter  was  partially  quoted.  He  had 
taken  the  part  which  was  omitted,  and  added  it  to  theo 
and)  therefore,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mea 
do  juftice  to  the  Public,  and  to  the  Prince,  he  couk 
with  the  Jeaft  confiftency,  perfevere  in  his  objections. 

Upon  the  queflion  put,  that  the  Houfe  give  leave  th; 
firft  amendment  might  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  give 
Sheridan  an  opportunity  to  join  the  firft  and  fecond  an 
nient,  and  move  both  as  one  amendment,  leave  was  § 
and  the  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  whole  of  the  coi 
amendment. 

The  ftrangers  were  then  diredled  to  withdraw;  afters 
a  debate  took  place,  wherein  Lord  North,  Mr.  Powys, 
Dempfter,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  Mr.  Wyndham,  and 
Burke  took  part,  and  in  which  much  was  faid  on  the 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  tfiat  he  could  not  agree     Mr. 
nQIi  the  honourable  gentleman^  that  the  mode  wliich  he  had  ChanceU 
pdfened,  was  the  heft.  lof  Pi«- 

Mr.  Sheridan's  amendment  was  at  lengtli  negatived  with- 
out a.divifion,  and  the  main  quefiion  carried. 
-Mr.  Chancellor  Pi/f  next  moved  his  addrefs  to  the  Queen, 
k  Older  to  know  if  Her  Majefty  was  willing  to  accept  the 
tike  of  His  Majefty^s  perfon,  and  the  management  and  con- 
[\idofthehoufehold,  as  ftated  in  the  fifth  refolutioh  ?  The 
jibiion  was  as  follows  : 

.  "That  the  refolution,  which  relates  to  the  care  of  His 
[•Majefty's  perfon,  and  tlie  management  of  His  Majefty*s 
^  houfeholdj  being  in  the  Queen,  fliould  Ke  communicated 
"to  Her  Majefty  with  an  addrefs,  humbly  defiring  Her 
'"  Majefty  to  take  under  her  care  ihofe  important  trufts, 
;  ^  as  fooq  as  an  a£l  of  Parliament  can  be  pafled  for  that  pur- 
«pofc." 

Mr  Burke  hinted  at  the  neceflity  of  moving  certain  reftric- 
tions  and  limitations  on  the  powers  to  be  veiled  in  Her  Ma- 
jdhr  by  this  refolution. 

The  Houfe  afterwards  voted  the  fecond  motion,  and  a 
conference  was  ordered  to  be  defired  with  the  Lords,  on  the 
Qunrow,  in  order  to  deliver  the  two  motions,  and  defire  their 
concurrence. 

^Tht  Houfe  adjourned. 

JVednefdajy  28/A  oj  January.^ 

•  Lord  Belgrave,  according  to  order,,  waited  upon  the  Lords 
ID  defire  a  conference ;  which  being  agreed  to  and  holden, 
•t  length  the  managers,  being  the  fame  perfons  who  condu£l- 
ed  the  preceding  conference,  returned ;  and.  Lord  Belgrave 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that,  as  he  was  direded,  he  had  de« 
liver^  the  refolutipns  to  the  Managers  for  the  Lords. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Thurfday,  2gth  of  January. 

At  the  defire  of  the  Lords,  a  conference  took  place ;  and 
when  the  Managers  returned,  Lord  Belgrave  acquainted  the 
Boofe,  that  they  had  met  the  Managers  for  the  Lords,  who 
kad  returned,  the  refolutions  with  the  blanks  filled  up,  as  rc- 
^Defted  at  a  former  conference. 

.  As  foon  as  the  laft  meffage  from  the  Lords  had  been  re^ 
td?ed,  and  an  anfwer  given  to  the  Mafters  in  Chancery,  who 
Game  as  Meflcngers  from  that  Houfe, 

Mr.  Chanrellor  P//f  moved,   "  that  the  order  of  the  day     Mn 
•rfor  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation  be  Chancel- 
•*  read  ;"  which   l^eing  read  accprditigly,  he  then  mbyed,  **'' ^^"• 
••  that  the  faid  order  be  Jifcharged.      Th'vi  \v^v\t\^  V»ec^ 

Vol*  XXV.  \J  u  ii^x^'^ik 
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agreed  .  to,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt   next  moved,  **  thj 
*^  Houferefolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  State 
**  Nation,  on  the  enfuing  Monday," 

As  foon  as  the  Speaker  had  read  the  quellion, 

Mr.  She-       Mr.  Sheridan  rifing  immediately,  remarked  that  he 

ridan,        impofSble    to    remain  filent  concerning  the    fituati 

which  the  Houfe  flood.     The    right  lionourahle  genl 

had,  on  the  preceding  Tuefday   declared,  that  there 

not  he  the  delay,  which  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  i 

as    he,   had  exprefled  their    apprehenfions   of,    durir 

pourfe  of  the  debate,  but  that  on  that  day  the  Houfe 

have  to  proceed  in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  tb 

tion.     They  now  found  themfelves  no  nearer  to  the 

than  they  w^Ve  on    Tuefday  laft.     He  wi(hed,  therefc 

fore  the  queftion  was  put,  to  know  from  the  right  h 

able.^entleman,  what  could  occafion  this  failure  of  hi 

mife,  and,  confequeiitly,  this  impediment  to  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Mr.  Chance  lor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  readily  ac 

Chancel-    ledged  having  exprefled  a  hope  on  Tuefday,  of  the  \ 

lor  Pitt,    being  able  to  proceed  as  that  day,  in  the  Committee  i 

State  of  the  Nation,  and,  at  the  time,  he  had  expeflc 

his  hope  would  have  been  fulfilled,  but  events  had  fli 

.ken  fucha  turn,  as  rendered  it  impoflible.     He  could 

a  parliamentary  manner,  communicate  what  thofe 

were,  but  as  he  was  anxious,  at  all  times,  to  give  the 

every  poflible  fatisfaflion,  and  yet,  diforderly  as  it  n 

v/ould  venture  to  mention,  that  he  believed  His  Royal 

nefs  had  appointed  the^iext  day,  at  tlifee  o'clock,  to  i 

the  joint  addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes,  and  that  the  H 

Lords  would  fit  on  Saturday,  to  take  the  next  ftep  fi 

viding  a  commiflion  for  opening  the. Parliament,  and 

fore  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  for  that  Houfe  to  fit 

fame  day. 

Mr.  She-       Mr.,  Sheridan  admitted,  that  it  was  unparliamen 

riiliin.        take  any  notice  of  what  the  right  honourable  eentlera 

faid,  but,  as  it  had  been  expefted  on  the  preceding  M 

'that  the-  addrefs  would  have  been  moved  in  the  H< 

Lords  on  that  day,  and  one  of  His  Majefty's  A^fmrfte 

prevented  it;  fo  the  fame  hindrance  might  arrive ag; 

refpeft  to  the  commiflion  to  he  iflued  for  opening  th 

liam6nt.     On  Tuefday  laft,  tlie  right  honour^le  gen 

had  declared,  that  there  exifted  the  moft  perfed  harmoi 

cordiality  among  £j[is  Majefly's  fervants;  he  hoped, 

fore,  that  the  right  honouiahle  gentleman  would  feel  i 

.  ficulty  ia  giving  the  Houfe  a  pofijtiye  aflurance,  tb 

hufmefs  would  be  proceeded  on  iix  the  Hdufe  of  Lo 

Saturday,  either  Ji^  pledging  iiimfelf  for  the  fafl^,.or  : 

tint  he  reallyjkd  gooite;kfo\\x^  W\\^>»tf\V^ic<Mil4  (i: 
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I  eot  i  or>  if  he  was  unwilling  to  do  this,  that  he  would  fufTer 
'  tht  Houfe  to  fit  on  Saturday,  that  they  might  enter  upon 
tbebttiinerf,  in  cafe  the  Lords  fliould  difappoint  them,  as  they 
-  M  done  on  the  preceding  Monday.  He  could  not,  Mr. 
ftnidan. remarked,  prtfume  to  fay,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Ipidd  have  beei\  ready  to  receive  the  joint  addrcfs,  and  to 
le  given  his  anfwer  upon  that  day,  hut  would  the  right 
lourabl^  gentleman  undertake  to  declare,  that  His  Royal 
flUinefs  wouldnot  have  received  it  that  morning } 
;vNo  anfwer  being  given,  the  Speaker  proceeJed  to  put  the 
iQeftion»  when  he  was  interrupted  by, 

(~Mr«  Grtfy  who  obfervcd  that,  notwithdanding  his  convic-  Mr.Grey 
jion,  that  it  was  rather  novel  to  objedt  to  a  motion  of  fuch  a 
litttore  as  theprdent,  he  was  ftrongly  induced  to  oppofe  the 
4|iKftioa.  On  Tuefday  lad,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of 
^ftating,  that  a  whole  week  would  be  loA,  when  the  right  ho- 
liBiirahle  gentleman  had  denied  the  faJl,  and  faid,  that  tlie 
fibufe  would  that  day  he  able  to  receive  the  Primers  anfwer, 
aM  that  they  might  proceed  in  the  Committee  on  the  State 
taf  the  Nation.  What  had  fince  happened,  was  a  corrohora- 
tionof  his  charge  againft  His  Majefty's  fervants,  that  their 
peat  obje£t  was  delay,  and  that  they  proceeded  on  no.  fort  of 
^rfihsm^  but  went  on  in  the  dark,  ignorant  one  day  of  what 
Jkp  they  (hould  take  the  next,  and  perfe<SIy  at  a  lofs  clearly 
sCoafcertain  the  end  at  which  they  were  aiming. 

Mr.  Suele  obferved  that  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.      Mr. 

i^ltt)  had  not  declared  pofitively  that  they  would  be  able  to  Steele. 

fjrcK^ed  that  day;  but,  in  anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentle- 

nan's  aflertion,  that  a  whole  week  would  be  loft  by  adopting 

-the  mode  propofed  of  addrefTing  His  Royal  Highnds,  had 

nguedjthat  there  need  not  be  a  delay  of  more  than  a  fingle 

day ;  becaufe,  if  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (hould  vote  the  addrefs 

the  next  day  (WednefJay),  and  the  Houfe  fhould  receive  the 

Princess  anfwer  on  that  day  (Thurfdiiy),'  in  that  cafe,  one  or 

odierof  the  two  Houfes  might  fit  on  Saturday,   and  proceed 

with  voting  the  commiffion  to  open  Parliament.     This,  as 

nearly  as  his  memory  would  ferve,  had  been  the  argument 

of  his  right  honourable   friend,   who  had   only   faid,   that 

there  neea  not  be  a  farther  prooraftination  than  that  of  a 

fingle  day. 

•  Mr.  Gr/y  replied,  that  he  could  not  fufFer  the  impreflion  Mr.Grey 
to  go  forth,  that  the  delay  had  been  occafioned  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  which  he  conceived  would  be  the  cafe,  if 
he  did  not  call  upon  thofe  on  the  oilier  fi  Je  the  houfe  to 
declare,  whether  His  Royal  Highnefs  had  manlfefted  any 
^ifinclination  to  receive  the  addrefs  as  that  day.  He  was 
perfuaded,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  fignified  no  fuch 
d^acjjnacion :  he  wus,  therefore,  determ\v\tA  to  X^j^J*^^  ^^ 
U  u  2  WwSt 


3ja  PARLIAMENTARY  A. 

fenfe  of  the  Hotife  upon  the  queftion  of  ihe  ataendmen 
aike<l>  why  was  the  railing  the  phantom,  for  fo  he  i 
ftill  continue  to  call  it|  notwiihftanding  the  right  ho 
able  gentleman's  deCence  of  its  reality  upon  the  pre 
Tuefday)  deemed  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,   thai 
could  not  proceed  to  the  incantation  without  farther 
mony.     Could  they    not  conjure   up .  that  horrible 
themfelves  as  well  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ? 
Mr.Chan*      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  his  aftoniftiment,  tha 
ccllorPitt.  tlemen  ihould  have  called  upon  him  to  declare,  wheth 
Prince  of  Wales  would  not  have  received  the  addrefi 
that  day:    tliey  muft  know  that  it  did  not  lay  with  I: 
fix  the  time  when  His  Royal  Highnefs  would  receive 
Mr:  She-      ]y[j-  Sheridan  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  moti 
"^*"*        leave  but  the  word  "  Monday,"  and  bfert  the  word 
turday.**     By  fitting  on  Saturday,  the  Houfe,  he  faid, 
at  leaft  have  one  advantage ;  if  a  part  of  Admiaiii 
Ihould    prevent  .the  biifinefs   proceeding  in. the  Jtloi 
Lord»  on  that  day,  as  they  had  done,  in  the  cafe  of  t 
drefs,  on  the-  preceding.  Monday,  that  Houfe  could 
with  it,  and  thus  prevent  farther  delay. 
Mr.   Jol-      Mr.  JoUiffe  complained  of  the  delay  with  which  : 
liffe.  nefs  of  fuch   great /importance  had   been  conduced 

faici,  it  had  been  put  off  from  day  to  dayj^  and  no 
could  tell  when  it  was  to  come  forward. 
Mr.Chtn.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  fliould  obj 
.  the  amendment  (on  the  very  principle  upon   which  tl 

hoorable  gentleman  had  fupported  it) ;  becaufe  the  b' 
was  of  great  importance,  and  therefore  ought  not 
agitated  unneceffarily  or  prematurely.  He  had  alrea< 
nified  his  belief,  that  the  Houfe  oi  Lords  would  p 
upon  it  on  Saturday,  and  it  was  unnecefTary  to  harra'j 
tlemen  by  obliging  them  to  come  down  to  the  Hou{ 
iay,  when  no  bufinefs  was  likely  to  be  agifated. 
Mr.  Mar-  Mr.  ife&r/>&tf»i  declared  that  as  long  as  he  fliouk 
iham.  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  he  Would  conter 
the  Houfe  ought  to  do  its  duty  dire£lly  and  exp 
without  confidering  what  the  other  Houfe  might 
waiting  for  the  chancre  of  their  taking  it  up  one 
another.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  tal 
harraffing  Members  by  obliging  them  to  come  down 
cefiarily.  If  that  connderation  weighed  with  hini,  wl 
he,  upon  Tuefday,  ftated,  that  the  Prince  of  Walej 
.  fwer  .would  be  received  that  day,  and  that  they  woul 
ceed  in  a  Committee  oti  the  State  of  the  Tsation? 
not  fuch  an  intimation  been  given  from  fuch  autl 
(Ml.  Marfham  declated)  Yv^  ftiovxU  wot  have  come 
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Kir  did  he  believe  there  would  have  been  fo  full  an  atten- 
laace.^ 

.  Mr.  Martin  obfervedi  that  he  agreed  perfeflly  wiih  the  Mr. 
kohonrable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lail,  that  it  was  the  duty  Martin. 
tf  every  Member  to  attend  to  ihe  public  bufinefs,  without 
coafidering  whether  the  other  Houfe  would  or  would  not 
froceed  with  the  fame  buHnefs ;  and,  if  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  he  thought  that  the  Public  would  derive  any  advan* 
tige  from  fitting  on  Saturday,  he  woulJ  vote  for  the  amend- 
meoty  but  he  really  did  not  believe  that  any  fuch  advantage 
ikould  refult  from  it. 

Mu  RoUe  faid,  he  could  exculpate  his  right  honourable  Mr. Rolle. 
friend  from  the  charge  of  having  harrafled  the  Members,  by 
bringing  them  down  that  day ;  becaufe,  whether  they  were 
to  have  gone  into  a  Cimmittee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
ornoty  the  Houfe  muft  neceflarily  have  iliet,  to  receive  the 
neflage  from  the  Lords,  and  to  have  holden  their  conference* 
.  Mr.  Grey  recapitulated  what  had  palled  laft  Monday,  Mr.Grcy. 
Irheoy  after  finding,  contrary  to  the  general  expeflation, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  voting  the  addrefs  was  put  off  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  becaufe  a  diftinguilhed  Member  of  /\clmi- 
niftration  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  brought  on ;  the  right 
lionourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  himfelf 
moved  to  poftiione  its  coming  on  in  that  Houfe  till  the  next 
day  (Tuefiby).  Mr.  Grey  added,  that  he  had  reludlantly 
.cc^urred  in  the  motion  for  its  l)eing  poftponed  till  the  next 
day,  becaufe  he  faw  that  the  Houfe  was  fo  thin,  owing  to 
the  idea  which,  had  prevailed,  that  no  bufmefs  of  importance 
was  to  come  on  that  day.  The  whole  of  the  proceedings 
of  His  Majefty^s  Minifters  (Mr.  Urey  declared)  had  been 
uniformly  and  undeniably  calculated  for  delay,  and  he 
would  certainly  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  to  remind  gentlemen,  that  he      Mr. 
had  never  intimated  in  that  Houfe,  that  tiie  qucftion  of  the  ChanceU 
addrefs  was  to  be  agitated,  till  he  gave  notice  of  it  the  loi  Pitt. 
Feceding  Monday,  for  the   next   day's   difcuffion,  neither 
kad  he  given  the   Houfe  to  underftand,  that  it  was  then 
iikdy  to  come  on  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

•At  length  the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided, 
■itat  the  words,  "  Monday  next"  ftand  pnrt  of  this  queftion. 

Ayes  70;    Noes  51. 
•  The  main  queftion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to :  and  the 
Hoafe;  adjourned,  to 

Mondayy  %d  February. 

JWhen  the  Managers  had  returned  from  the  Lords,  the 
qm  of  Craharp  re'ported  the  conference,  awA  \X\;)^t  Xx^e: 
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had  rieceived  from  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  a  Rcfolotion  to* 
which  they  defired  the  concurrence  of  the  Conunons^  the 
fame  having  been  read  by  the  clerk,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt, 
rofe,  and  read  the  anfwer  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Piince* 
of  Wales  to  the  Refolutions  of  the  two  Houles  prefentcd*' 
to  His  Royal  Highhels  on  the  preceding  Friday.  Upon  mo-»' 
tion  he  was  ordered  to  bring  it  up,  when  it  was  read,  witk* 
the  refolutions  annexed,  by  Mr.  Hatfell,  as  follows : 

Refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal^' 
and  Commons.  ,  '''-. 

«  Die  Venerisy  23,  Januarii  1789. 

^<  Refolved,  That  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  the , 
*^  exercife  of  the  Royal  Authority,  during  the  continuance  i 
*'  of  His  Majefty's  ilhiefs,  in  fuch  manner  and  to  fuch  ex-  "j 
«  tent  as  the  prefent  circumftances  and  the  urgent  concerns  t^ 
**  of  the  nation  appear  to  requirfe,  it  is- expedient  that  Hif'^ 
*«  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  refidenl  \ 
"  within  the  realm,'  fhall  be  empowered  to  exercife  ani^| 
"  adminifter  the  Royal  authority,  according  to  tlie  lawl  ^ 
^*  and  coollitution  ot  Great  Britain,  in  the  name  ah3  onjj 
«  the  behalf  of  His  Majefty,  and  under  the  ftile  and  title  of3 
"  Regent  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  to  ufe,  execute  and  V^'i 
♦^  form,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majeftyt'l 
**  all  authorities,  prerogatives,  afts  of  goverriment,  and  ad-  ^ 
"  miniftration  of  the  fame,  which  belong  to  the  King  of  . 
**  this  realm  to  ufe,  execute,  and  perform,  according  to  the*  \ 
**  laws  thereof,  fubje6l  to  fuch  limitations  and  exceptiont 
**  as  fhall  be  provided. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  power  fo  to  be  given  to  his  Rojal  -i 
*•  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  fhall  not  extend  to  the  j 
**  granting  of  any  rank  or  dignity  of  the  peerage  of  the 
**  realm,  to  any  perfon  whatever,  except  to   His  Majefty? 
**  Royal  iflue  who  fliall  have  attained  the  full  age  of  twen- 
^*  ty-one  years.  •  ■ 

*'  Refolved,  That  the  faid  powers  (hould  not  extend  to 
**  the  granting  of  any  office  whatever  in  reverfion,  or  to  tbo 
**  granting  of  any  office,  falary,  or  penllon,  for  any  other 
"  term  than  during  His  Majefty*s  pleafure,  except  fuch 
**  offices  as  are  by  law  re(juired  to  be  granted  for  Jifc,  or 
**  during  good  behaviour. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  powers  fliould  not  extend  tp 
•*  the  granting  of  any  part  of  His  Majefty*s  real  or  perfooal 
**  eftaie,  except  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  renewal  of  leafes* 

"  Refolved,  1  hat  the  care  of  His  Majefty's  Royal  pcrfofli' 
'*  c/urjng  the  conlinuarvce  ot  V\\^  "NV^^^'^nj*^  *\VVc«('s, fliotfM. ' 
^  he  ccrnmit^ed  to  t\ve  Qv\eerf^MVQ^  'Lw:^^\)ei  W\*T^ 
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and  that  Her  Majefty  fhould  have  power  to  remove 
.from,  and  to  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  perfons^  as  (he 
'  fluU  thhik  propfr  to  the  feveral  offices  in  His  Majefty's 
'honfdiold^  and  to  difpofe^  order,  and  manage  all  other 
f  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  care  of  His  Majefty^s 
>^  Royal  perion  dunng  the  time  aforefaid  :  and  that  for  the 
|*'be*ter  enabling  Her  Majefty  to  difcharge  this  important 
^*  truft,  it  is  alfo  expedient  that  a  Council  fhould  be  ap- 

*  pointed  to  advife  and  affift  Her  Majefty  in  the   feveral 

*  matters  aforefaid,  and  with  power  from  time  to  time,  as 
^^  they  may  fee  caufe,  to  examine  upon  oath  the  phyficians 
,"  and  others  attending  His  Majefty's  perfon,  touching  the 

•*  ftate  of  His  Mrjefty's  health,  and  all  matters  relative 

*  thereto. 

"  D/V  Mercuriiy    28  Januarii,   ^1^9' 

*  liefolved,  That  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  attend 
*^His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  re- 
•folution's  which  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  and 
**  Commons  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  deftA  of  the 
5  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority  during  His  Ma- 
*.jfcfty's  iUnefs,  by  empowering  His  Royal  Highnefs  to  ex- 
**ercife  fuch  authority,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
^  His  Majefty,  fubjefb  to  the  limitations  and  jeftriflions 

*  vdiich  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  appear  at  prefent  to 

*  require ;  and  that  the  Committee  do  exprefs  the  hope 
**  which  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,and  Commons, 
**cntertain,  that  His  Royal  Highnefs,  from  His  regard  to 
*".  the  interefts  of  His  Majefty  and  the  nation,  will  be  ready 
"**  to  undertake  the  weighty  and  important  truft  propofed  to 
■**  be  invefted  in  His  Royal  Highnefs,  as  foon  as  an  a£^  of 

**  Parliament  (hall  have  been  paffed  for  carrying  the  faid 

*  Refolutions  into  effech. 

Die  Jovis^  2^  Jamtariiy  1789. 

^*  Ordered,  That  the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council  and 
"  the  Lord  Pri'vy  Seal  do  attend  His  Royal  Highnirfs  the 
''Prince  of  Wales,  with  the  feveral  rcfolutions  agreed  to 
*'  by  both  Hoiifcs  of  Pa  liament,  for  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
••  plying  the  defe<El  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal 
**  authority  during  His  Majefty's  illnefs,  on  the  pait  of  this 
••Houfc. 

/    ^^  Die  Sabhatiy  31  Januariiy  I'j^^).. 

*5  The  Lord  Prefident  reported.  That  he  and  the  Lord 
*•  .Prkvy  Seal  had  (according  to  order)  waited  on  His  Royal 
*f':H*^hjpi(?l^ the. Prince  of  Wales,  with  thfe  riefolutions  of 


"  determine  me  to  undertake  the  weighty  and  imp 
*•  truft  propofed  to  me,  in  conformity  to  the  refol 
"  now  communicated  to  me.  1  am  fenfible  of  the  di 
**  Ues  that  niuft  attend  the  execution  of  this  truft, 
"peculiar  circumftances  irt  which  it  is  committed 
"  charge,  of  which,  as  I  am  acquainted  with  no  font 
"  ample,  my  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  adminiftration  can 
**  founded  on  any  paft  experience.  But  confiding  tl 
**  limitations  on  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority  d 
•*  neceflary  for  tlie  prefent,  have  been  approvea  \ 
*<  two  Houfes  only  as  a  temporary  meafure,  founded 
*«  loyal  hope,  in  which  I  ardently  participate,  that  Hi 
"  jefty's  diforder  may  not  be  of  long  duration,  and 
<«  ing  in  the  mean  while  that  I  (hall  receive  a  zealo 
•«  united  fupport  in  the  two  Koufes  and  in  the  nation 
*<  portioned  to  the  difficulty  attending  the  difcharge 
«  truft  in  this  interval,  I  will  entertain  the  pleafing 
«<  that  my  faithful  endeavours  to  prefervc  the  intc'i 
<«  the  King,  His  Crown  and  People,  may  be  fuccefsft 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Refolutions,  wijh  the  anfi 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  thereun 
forthwith  printed  and  publiftied. 

Lord  Courtoun  alfo  reported  the  anfwer  of  Her  N 
to  the  joint  addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes,  which  was 
'  wards  read  at  the  table :  ■     • 

€€  "Q ^fr\\nt\f\n  nnil    Adrlr^fs  :      '«#»d  fh  hv  tho   Txir<1ii  Rr 
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'all  other  matters  and  things,  relating  to  the  care  of  His 
^  MajeftyV  Royal  perfon  during  the  time  aforefaid.  And 
**  that,  for  the  better  enabling  Her  Majefty  to  difcharge 

*  this  important  truft,  it  is  alfo  expedient  that  a  Council 
^  fliould  be  appointed  to  advife  and  affid  Her  Majefty  in 

*  the  feveral  matters  aforefaid,  and  with  power  from  time 
^  to  time^  as  they  may  fee  caufe,   to  examine  upon  oath 

*  the  phyficians  and  others  attending  His  Majefty's  peifon, 
■  touching  the  ftate  of  His  Majefty's  Health,  and  all  mat- 

*  ters  relative  thereto. 

**  Die  Mcrcurii^  28  Januariij  1789. 

*  •  Refolved,  That  the  refolution  agreed  to  by  the  Lords 

'*•  and  Commons  refpefling  the  care  of  His  Majefty's  Royal 

■"  perfon,   and  the  direftion  of  His   Majefty  s  houfehold, 

"  be  laid  before  Her  Majefty,  with  an  humble  addrefs  ex- 

*  preffing  the  hope  which  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 

*  poral,  and  Commons,  entertain,  that  Her  Majefty  will  be 
•^  gracioufly  pleafed  to  undertake  the  important  truft  pro- 

■  *  pofed  to  be  invefted  in  Her  Majefty,  as  foon  as  an  aft 
'^  of  Parliament  fliall  have  been  paflbd  for  carrying  the  faid 
*"  refblution  into  efteft. 

*^  Die  Joyisy  29  Januarliy  l^i(j. 

"«  Ordered,  That  the  Earl  Waldegrave  and  tlie  Earl  of 

*  Aileft>ury  do  attend  Her  Majefty  with  the  refolution  and 
**  addrefs  agreed  to  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  refpeft- 

; "  ing  the  care  cf  His  Mejefty's  Royal  perfon,  and  the  di- 

■  •"  TcSion  of  His  Majefty's  houfehold,  on  the  part  of  this 
«  Houfe. 

**  Dit  Sabhaii,  3 1  JanuaHi,  1789. 

*  "  The  Earl  Waldgrave  reported,  that  he  and  the  Earl  of 
^  Aileft>uiy  had  (according  to  order)  waited  on  Her  Ma- 
"  jefty  with  the  refolution  and  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of 

*  rarJinnient;  and  that  Her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  return 

*  the  following  anfwer  t 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"  My  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  King,  and  the  fenfe  i 
^  muft  ever  entertain  of  my  great  obligations  to  thiscoun- 
'*  try,  will  certainly  engage  my  moft  earneft  attention  to 
**  the  anxious  and  momentous  tiuft  intended  to  be  repofed 
■"  in  me  by  Parliament.  It  will  be  a  great  confolation  to 
**  me  to  receive  the  aid  of  a  Council,  of  which  I  fhall  ftand 

*  fo  much  in  need  in  the  difcharge  of  a  duty  wherein  the 

*  happinefs  of  my  future  life  is  indeed  deeply  injtqrefted,  but 
*[^  which  a  higher  objeft,  the  happinefs  of  u  great,  los'^V, 
**  and  affectionate  people,  renders  ftill  more  VnaooJtX2^vvX.r 

Vt,L.  XXV.  X  xv  Oa«42^> 


QUCi  oi  any  man  in  nis  aoience.  nau  me  ireatmenr, 
he  experienced  on  the  day  to  which  he  alluded,  bee 
harili,  he  was  almpft  ready  to  fay  lefs  revengeful,  h 
ftire  he  Ihould  have  recoUedled  himfelf^  and  fet  the  i 
right  before  he  had  fat  down.  If  he  had  ufed  any  e 
fiqns  that  appeared  to  be  improper  in  the  confiderati 
that  Houfe^  he  took  that  opportunity  of  declaring,  tl 
was  forry  for  it.  -  He  begged  tp  be  underftood,  howev 
affertingj'that  he  never  would  retraft  any  exprefTion 
he  thought  applicable  to  t\\e  public  condudl  of  any 
who  had  broken  his  promife,  and  behaved  in  a  mann* 
becoming  the  neceffiry  condudl  of  one  gentleman  t* 
other. 
Mr.  Char.-  Mr.  Chancellor  P/// now  rifing,  obfervcd,  that  he 
a^iorPitt.  fjjg^g^  ij.  needlefs  to  take  up  much  of  the'valuable  ti 
the  Committee,  whilft  he  made  mention  of  the  r< 
which  induced  him  to  come  forward,  and  propofe  th 
tion,  which  had  already  been  voted  by  the^otl^r  Hoi 
Parliament,  In  confequence  of  what  had  been  agreed 
this  and  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  it  w; 
cumbent  upon  them  to  purfue  the  neceflary  ipeaii 
fupplying  the  temporary  deficiency  of  the  executive 
fer;  and  they  had  agreed,  that  no  right  to  exercii 
-  Royat  authority  exifted  in  any  peifon  during  the 
fent  calamitous  fufpeufion  of  the  exercife  of  the  I 
authority,  and  that  no  perfon  couid  exercife  fuch  a 
rity,  but  by  the  appointment  of  the  two  Houfes.     B 
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the  power  of  obtaining  the  King^s  afTent,  and  to  bear  down 
the  idea  of  the  political  capnciry'of   His  Majefly;   they 
would,  however,  find,  that  neither  were  inconfiftent  with 
tho'  fundamental  principle  of  the  law,  or  contrary  to  com- 
mon fenfe:  for,  if  it  had  ever  been  agreed  to,  that  natural 
incapacity  in  a  Sovereign  took  from  him  his  political  capa- 
city, there  would  long  lince  haN'e  been  an  end  to  hereditary 
facc«ffion^  which   mull  have  been   frequently  interrupted. 
The  political  capacity  of  the   King  was,  in  his  opinion, 
clear;   the  great  feal  was  the  organ  of   the  will  of  the 
Bng;  by  that  inftrument  the  will  of  the  King  was  pro- 
claimed. ■  Even  were  the  Lord  Chai!ceHf;r  to  ufe  it  with  fo 
moch  impropriety  as  to  merit  punifliment,  notwithftanding 
fach  an  abufe  of  bis  power,  the  inflriiment  which  he  affixed 
toit  would  be,  and  mud  be,  confidered  as  law,  which  no- 
,    thing  could  (hake  but  an  adlof  Parliament.     If  the  power 
^  of  the  Great  Seal  was,  when  improperly  ufed,  of  fuch  force, 
I    wouM  any  man  fay,  that  when  uied  on  the  emeigency  of  the 
inoment,  for  the  public  fafety,   and  under  ian^lion  of  the 
j    nnilcd  wifdom  of  the   two  Houfes,  it  would  either  be  dif- 
pated  in  the  Courts  of  Juflice,  or  that  tlie  officer  fo   ullng 
it  would  be  in  the  leaft  cenfurable?    It  was  evident,  there- 
forei  that  there  was  a  mode  which  might  be  adopted,  which 
might  run  in  the  name  of  the  King,  LorJs,  and  Commons. 
The  only  qtscftion  then  which  could  arife  would  be,  whether 
'    the  two  Houfes  fliould  take  upon  themfelves,  in  their  own 
name,  the  legiflative  aft  of  ap|K)inting  a  Regent,  an  officer 
unknown   to    the  law  and  conftitution,  <»r  whether  they 
fliould  proceed  in  tlie  ineafure  propofed,  of  ratifyiiig  their  att 
by  the  name  of  the  King  ?    The  two  Houfes  we:e  bound  to 
la  up  to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and    to  do   no   more. 
Tljey  would  do  no  more  by  complying  with  the  recjuifition 
of  their  Lordfliips;  they  would  adopt  a  form  in  their  pro- 
ceedings that  could  not  be  difputed  by  the  Judges.     It  was 
fcrtunat'e  for  this  country,   that    it  h:ul    a   conftitution   fo 
fonned,  that  it  was  nearly  iinpofnb!':^  rhat  -any  circumftance 
could  occur,  whicli  wor.ld  tleilrov  the  (jovernment  of  the 
country:    in  cafe  oi    the   throne  being  vacant,   the    two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  had  power  to  rft  by  themfelves,  and 
iti  their  own  name ;  the  J  hrone,  when  vacant,  caufed  the 
whole  power  to  return  to  the  People,  by  them  again  to  he 
delegated  by  the  two  remaining  branches  of  tlie  Legislature, 
who  were  the  legal  organs  through  which  the  fentiments  of 
the  People  could  becolledled.  At  the  Revolution,  the  Parlia- 
^ment  a<5led  up  to  the  true  principles  of  the  conftitution,  they 
afled  on  their  own  authority,  in  their  own  name,  when  the 
Throne  was  vacant :  the  right  which  at  prefcul  devolve.^  10 
the  two  Houfes  of  PaiTmment  was  a  (VuVerent  r.^VkX.";  xVe^ 
iwrr  io  provide  for  4  ihfnenCion    of    the  t^x.t*c\iuve  ^^vi^^x 
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while  the  King  was  upon  the  Throne  ;  adding  llien  upon  tho 
fame  principles  which  governed  our  anceftors  at  the  Revo- 
lution, they  ought  to  adl  without  the  perfonal  attendance  of 
His  Majeuy,  but  not  without  his  narne,  and  were,  in  his 
opinion,  empowered  to  direS  the  ufe  of  the  great  feal.  In 
fuch  ufe  of  the  great  feal,  there  would  not  be,  as  was  aflert* 
ed,  a  fraud,  or  a  dSt'ion;  they  would  be  but  adling  up  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  to  the  emergeiKy  of  tho  ' 
cafe ;  and  in  afling  upon  any  great  emergency,  it  was  neccf* 
fary  and  prudent,  a«  far  as  poSible,  to  abide  by  the  forms  of 
law  and  the  conftitution.  The  two  Houfes  had  provided 
for  the  return  of  His  Majefty  to  his  government ;  they  had 
provided  for  the  dignity  of  their  King  during  his  indifpofi*  • 
tion ;  they  had  agreed  to  appoint  one  to  exercife  for  hiiHi 
^nd  in  his  name,  tlie  Ko^al  authority ;  but,  they  were  to 
remember,  that  they  were  not  about  to  appoint  a  King,  but 
aperfon  to  a£l  in  behalf,  and  in  the  name  of  a  King. 

The  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  gone  upon  the  groupd 
that  there  would  be  no  grpflhefs  in  the  Prince  continually 
putting  the  great  feal  in  the  King's  name  to  difierent  inftni- 
ments,  but  there  would  be  groffnefs  and  great  impropriety 
in  the  Parliament  doing  fo,  and  that  they  ought  to  proceed 
without  the  King's  name.  No  man,  he  hoped,  would  argue 
in  fuch  a  manner ;  no  fuch  argument,  he  was  convinced, 
could  be  fupported;  it  was  plainly  neceflary,  that  the  great 
feal  ought  to  be  applied  to  give  law  to  the  refolutions  and ' 
opinions  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliaments  He  could  per-  ' 
c^ive  but  three  poflible  ways  for  the  executive  power  to  ho 
reftored  :  the  firft  was,  on  an  opinion  generally  condemned, 
that  there  exifted  fome  perfon  in  the  country,  who  could  af- 
fume  that  power  without  the  authority  of  Parliament;  |hd 
iecond  was,  that  a  perfon  could  take  upon  himfelf  fuch  p>w- 
er  by  a  refolution  or  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  the  third 
was^  by  the  mode  pfopofed  of  parting  an  aft  for  the  purpofe; 
and  of  thofe  different  modes  he  conceived  ,his  arguments 
would  enable  every  man  to  judge  whic^  ought  to  be  taken. 
If  the  great  feal  was  admitted  as  a  Royal  a6V,  where  then 
could  be  the  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  appointing  the  perfon 
holding  it,  to  ufe  it  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  King^s  fanc- 
tion  to  the  meafure  of  the  two  Houfes:  thofe  who  argued 
againft  procedure,  muft  either  argue  in  fupport  of  a  right  cf- 
ifting  in  fome  perfon  to  affume  the  royalty  ;  a  right  depre- 
cated and  condemned  by  the  country,  or  they  mull  agree  to 
the  country  remaining  in  its  prefentftate  ;  for,  no  one  could 
aftume  the  Royal  authority ;  and  the  appointment  refted 
with  the  two  Houfes,  who  were  alone  to  diredl:  the  ufe  of  th« 
^rear  feal.  Many  a<S\s  had  been  c\\3LOttd;\^alnft  the  two  Hoofo 
r-xercifing  the  power  propofeiv^^'^^  x\\^^^  ;x5X^  ^^\t  ^ 

>5^ 
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I  from  timesy  ivhen  Kings  were  on  the  Throne  in  full 
dthy  and  were  totally  ina|7plicable  to  the  prefent  fituation 
the  Throne,  when  occpp'ted  by  a  Monarch,  labouring  un- 
r  a  temporary  incapacity.  1  he  fame  principles,  hecon- 
iTed,  which  guided  our  anceftors  at  the  Revolution,  tnuil 
!  the  guide  of  their  conduct  at  prefent.  Not  thinking  it 
iteflary  to  trouble  the  Committee  further,  until  he  heard 
Mae  objeflions  to  the  mode  propofed,  he  (hould  move. 
That  the  Committee  do  agree  with  the  Lords  in  this  refo- 
Itttion." 

Mr.  Dempfter  defired  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to     Mr. 
Dfbnn  him  whether  it  would  not  be  neceflary  and  proper  to  Dcmpfter 
Dorea  fecond  refolution,  to  which  his  obje£lions  were  prin- 
njnlly  appticable.  He  thought  it  would  be  more  convenient^ 
more  handfome^  more  firm,  and  m  re  juft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P/// begged  leave  to  return  his  acknow-^^"^* 
edgeroents  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  having  reminded  Chancel- 
Him  of  what  he  had  accidentally  omittei  to  explain.     His  ^^ 
ugament^  undoubtedly  applied  to  both  commiflions ;  and 
dieobjed  of  the  firft,  which  he  now  propofed,  were  only  to 
}pening  the  Parliament ;  the  fecond  would  be  to  pafs  the 
bill  of  Regency,  and  in  form  would  he  fnnilar  to  that  figncd 
in  times  ot  great  authority    by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hard- 
vide. 

Mr.  Dtmpjier  confidered  this  intended  procedure  as  Mr. 
highly  cenfurable,  becaufe,  in  his  idea,  it  went  a  ftep  beyond  empfter 
the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  and  thus  became  at  once  needlefs 
bid  unconllitutional.  He  confidered  it  as  an  ungenerous 
and  an  unmanly  attack  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the 
trown,  when  there  was  no  perfon  to  defend  them.  The 
Mode  pointed  out  by  jullice,  and  the  conftitulion,  was  fure- 
lyan  addrefs  to  the  Prince,  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  exer- 
ale  of  the  Regal  authority  ;  they  ought,  therefore,  as  a  ne- 
^'•y  exifted,  to  put  the  great  fcal  to  a  commifTion,  to  ap- 
point by  fuch  commiffion  the  Prince  of  Walts  Regent,  with 
he  full  powers  of  aflent  and  diflent,  and  all  the  other  prero- 
Jadves  of  the  Crown.  If  they  did  not  do  this,  there  was, 
lefaid,  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  continuing  the  feffion, 
Jiitil  the  recovery  of  the  King;  for,  commifTion  after  com- 
naiffion  might  be  iffued  in  the  King's  name.  The  Prince 
rf  Wales,  Mr.  Dempfter  contended,  ought  to  have  been 
the  fole  Regent. 

The  Af after  of  the  Rolls  propofed,  if  any  amendment  was  The  Maf- 
intended,  that  they  might  move,  tliat  if  His  Royal  Highnefs  tcr  of  the 
^as  appointed  to  the  exercife  of  the  whole  Royal  authority,    Rolls. 
^hemeafure  would^  prove  tantamount  to  the  a>5l   of  dethron- 
ing the  Sovereign. 
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Mr.  Mr.  Dcmpfley  anfwered,  that  he  meant  no  more  tli 

Dempller  appoint  the  Prince,    with  the  power  of'afTent  and  difle 

open  the  Parliament,  inftead  of  its  being  opened  by  the 

miflSoners  p  rope  fed. 

TheMaf.       The  Majhr  of  the  Rolls  contended,  that  fcch  a  m 

ter  of  the  would  exceed  the   necelfity  of  the  cafe,  apd  therefore 

R'^IA  •        improper,  as  it  would  be  :;t  once  putting  the  power  c 

their  own  hands,  and  rendering  it  poflible  that  no  bill 

be  agr  ed  to,  but  what  might  contain  powers  exceed  in 

necciiity  of  the  cafe. 

Ld, North       Lord  N'.rth  having  remarked,  that,  in,his  opinion,  th 

of  the  honourable  gentleman  behind  him,  was  more  leg: 

conltitutional,  than  that  of  the  honourable  gentlenian 

the   way,   added,  that  althougli   not  acquainted   with 

he  had  fome  knowledge  of  tl^  general  principles  of  the 

ili^ution.     If  the  powers  of  afllnt  and  difC^nt  were  not 

to  the  reprcfentative  of  the  Kir.g,  no  adl  could  be  confi 

'  as  an  adl  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  but 

^£1  of  t'le  two  Houfcs.     The   mode  propofed  he  depret 

He  did  not,  he  faid,  quarrel  with  the  gentlemen,  if  they 

the  forn  of  the  conftitution  for  its  fubftance  ;_  as  giving 

great  f^al,  inftead  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 

ilitutio«i.     Xotwithftanding  the  do61:rine  of  no  man  h; 

a  right  to  avenagalnft  a  record;  \vt  would  however  h 

right  t )  difpute  this  being  a   record.     Lord  North  fpol 

the  anfwer  of  the  Prince^   in  terms  of  warm  eulogy, 

which  anfwer  he  confidered,  that  the  rigiit  honourable 

tieman  carried  his  jealoufy  too  far,  by  taking  meafure*!, 

he  imagined  that  tht*  Prince  of  Wal^  s  would  break  his  v 

The  anfwer  of  the  Prince  muft  difFufe  genera!  fitisfaif 

and  cieare  an  agreeable  furprife  through  t!ie  country, 

do  away  thofe  falfe  alarms  which  had  been  induftriouflj 

cula  ed,  of  a  right  having  been  afTerted  in  the  Prince,  t 

fume  the  Sovereign   authority,   independently   of  the 

Hoiifes  of  Parliament:  he  was  fure,  that  the  country  I: 

convinced  of  that  right  having  never  been  aUjrted,  thx 

who  h.iil  fent  up   adchvfles  for  the  refutation   of  that  r 

from  the  burgeiies  of  lulinburgh  and  Giafgow,  and  fron 

weftcrn  towns  and  counties  of  J^^nghnc',  would  rejoice  in 

ing  the  Prince's  anfwer,  which  fully  refuted  tlu-  falfe  a 

tion  of  fuch  a" right  having  ever  b-?en  advancfid.      And,: 

all,  could  not  the  three  branches,  in   a  choice  of  iiregu 

ties,  avoid  the  prefent'  chcuitous  mode,  and  take  the  di 

and  obvious  path,  of  declaring  the  Prince  of  Wales  the 

Regent. 

Ld.  Jchn      Lord  Jjhn  Toivnjhcnd  obferved,  tliat  he  Wt  himfelf  att< 

Tjnxnr-    At  a  i\)h  to  difcover  v;hat  v;t\?.  vv^tAvxx.  V^n  \\v^  King's  polit 

bend.       clipaci^v  remaiuinor  evit'vte,  \\V\\e\v  nno^^"^o  ^^w^-waX^ -iSw 
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Se  wUhed  to  alk  one  queAion  :  was  there  a  difToIution  of 
ti^  government  or  not  ?  He  fhould  be  anfwercd,  there  \va> 
m;  that  the  courts  of  law  were  kept  going  on,  that  priv:.te 
|ioperty  was  protefled,  and  all  legal  bufinefs  executed  as  , 
l^aU  If  then  tlwre  was  no  diflblution  of  government, 
ijhat  pretence  was  there  for  the  people  to  interfere?  They 
living  delegated  tl  eir  authority,  they  had  no  right  to  in- 
tarfere;  it  followed  of  coufe,  that  the  government  was  di - 
t^reiy  or  tjiat  they  had  no  right  whatever  to  intertbre.  Ho 
reprobated  the  mode  propofed,  as  forming  a  maimed  and  crip- 
pkd  government,  and  quoted  the  a61s  of  the  33d  of  Henry 
me  Eighth,  and  the  ift  of  Philip  and  Mary,  to  prove  the  il- 
jenlity  of  any  commifiion  without  the  King's  fignature. 
Phe  plan  formerly  propofed,  by  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  of 
tddreffing  the  Prii.ce  of  Wales  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  Sovereign  au'hority,  would  have  at  once  an- 
Tvered  every  political  purpofe,  prevented  all  fraud,  all  fic- 
tion, and  met  the  ardent  wiflies  of  the  People. 

Mr.  Elliot  remarked,  that  if  gentlemen  adverted  to  the  Mr.  Elliot 
b3ls  of  Regency  which  laft  pafled,  they  would  have  founds 
that  in  thofe  bills  the  powers  of  tlie  Crown  were  not  all 
ipefted  in  the  rejrefentatives  of  the  Crown.  IJy  thofe  bills, 
Wrt  only  the  reprefen tat ives  of  the  Ciown  were  retrained 
Srom  generally  exercifing  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  but 
AeL^iflature  itfelf  was  in  a  fimilar  degree  reftraincd  from 
•xercinng  its  o^n  undoubted  rights  and"  privileges.  Mr. 
Elliot  explained  hlmfelf  to  allude  to  tiiree  fpecific  bills, 
which  the 'Regency  bills  in  queftion  refirained  the  rcprefcn- 
latives  of  the  Crown  in  particular,  and  the  Legiflature  in  go- 
Bcral,  from  either  aifenting  to  on  the  one  hand,  or  difcu(]inj:»; 
and  debating  on  the  other.  He  adverted  alfo  to  the  un- 
A)ubte«l  right  of  tlie  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  give  its- 
Jiflenttoall  bills  piifleJ  by  the  two  Houft:-,  and  argued  fron) 
this  admitted  fa'5>,  that  the  fuTpenfion  of  that  conliitutional 
power  muft  be  attributed  to  the  inevitable  neceffity"  of  tlie 
«fe. 

The  Attorney  General  leaving  remarkcfl,  that  the  honoura-      Tl^e 
l^le  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had,   witli  a  degree  of  diffi-  Auomcv 
fence,  which  always  accompanied  extraordinary  good  fenfe,  ^-J'^*'-^*' 
{iven  in  a  few  v.'ords,  what  he  confiaered    tc>  be  an  unaii- 
werable  argument,   added,  tint  rhe  noMe  Lord  who  fpoke 
aft  but  one,  while  h.^  alFected  a  perfect  ignorance  of  what 
^as  meant  by  tlie  political  capacity  ot  the  Crown  rv.'m:\inin> 
Otirc,  had   given  the  very  heft  definition  of  that  political 
*^pacity,  which  any  man  had  as  yet  attempted.     The  noSL» 
-•ord  had  faid,  tlie  courts  of  law  v/ent  on,  private  prv'>pcrty 
^as  protecSled,    and  juftlce  alminiftered  regularlv.     Tin" 
*as!be/>/Tcfc>yJ?  ilijlin^ion  ^rCA'^^^n  the  preft!?.t  cc.^?t,  '^^^\  xV^e: 
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cafe  at  the  Revolution.     At  that  time  Jill  the  finflions  of 
government  were  flopped.     There  was  not  a  magiflrati^ 
n-om  the  LoVd' Chief  Juflice,  down  to  the  meaneft  conflabl^ 
who  had  any  authority  whatfoever;  the  whole  machine  of 
government  was  impeded,  checked,  and  obliged  to  flop.     At 
prefent  the  cafe,  he  thanked  Heaven,  was  far  different;  all  tlif 
funSions  of  conftitutional  capacity,  excepting  only  the  few 
inftances  in  which  the  perfonal  exerciffe  of  the  Royal  autbo*  ■ 
rity  was  neceffary,  were  in  aft  ion  the  fame  as  before.     Tta* 
noble  Lord  had  afked  if  there  was  not  a  difiblution  of  t^ 
government,  what  occalion  there  was  for  an  interference  of 
the  People  ?  If  the  noble  Lprd  would  take  the  trouble  of  ad- 
verting to  the  real  ftate  of  the  country,  he  would  find  thatj 
there  was  occafion  to  refort  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Pcik 
pie,  the  true  fource  of  power,  in  order  to  provide  for  theprtj-J 
lent  emergency,  and  that,  in  all  cafes  of  difficulty,  this  doC: 
trine  had  been  uniformly  laid  down,  and  its  beneiicialededkjjj 
ftated.     Having  replied  to  the  material  part  of  Lord  Johrrj 
Townftiend's  fpeech,  the  Attorney"  General  obferved,  thatdjtfJ 
honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery  had  defcribed  the'-? 
prefent  fituaiion  of  the  two  Houfes,  with  peculiar  force,  ant^ 
peculiar  propriety.     He  had  flated,  that  the  neceflity  of  fup* ; 
plying  the  defeft  in  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority  fr/ 
volved  on  the  two  Houfes.     It  undoubtedly  did  fo  devolvt^',. 
and  it  was  their  duty  to  proceed  regularly,  and  conftitution- ' 
ally  to  appoint  a  Regent,  delegating  into  his  hands  fuch  of 
the  Regal  powers,  as  in  their  Lordfliips  apprehenfion  flionU' 
feem  meet,  and  neceflary  for  the  carrying  on  of  a  good  go* 
vernttient.     With  regard  to  a  Regent,  which  they  were  ad- 
Vifed,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  chufe,  let  thofe  gentlemen  whb 
Contended  for  fuch  an  appointment,  fhew  him  where  fudi  > 
creature,  as  the  law  flood,  was  to  be  met  with  ?  Where  wai 
it  to  be  found,  but  in  the  body  of  an  a6k  of  Parliament > 
They  who  had  faid  they  might  fupply  the  denfciency  by  ad-* 
dremng  the  Prince  of  Wales,  could  not  ferioufly  mean  whit 
they  advanced.     Unlefs  in  the  cafes  of  extinfiion  of  all  ihtf 
branches  of  a  Royal  Family,  or,  what  was  the  fame  thiiifi 
the  extinftion  of  the  family's  claim,  by  forfeiture,  as  in  iW 
ciafe  of  King  James,  there  was  no  mode  of  filling  the  ThrcJnen 
but  that  propofed.     The  only  way  vias,  for  the  twoHoufel 
to  feala  commmiflion,  appointing  CommifGoners  to  open  tte 
Parliament.     If  they  did  not  aflent,  and  if  they  gave  their 
voice  in  the  affirmative,  to  fupply  a  diflent,  how  did  they  io 
their  duty  in  refpefl  to  the  objeft  prop(  fed  ?  The  nobb 
Lord  had  faid,  fuppofe  the  Regent  fhould  give  a  diSenti  bii 
that  it  was  not  likely,  bccaufe  mat  he  had  given  his  word,  anil 
would  not  depart  from  \t.     V\ev\e^'^T^\x^o\^^'^:eat  ^>ublic  qucf- 
lions.  Sir  Archibald  CaiuYiV^^W  ^i\v\^  ^om\\^^\\\\%  o'^vdx'*^  ^ 
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tpetfimal  confidence.  He  had  expreffly  laid  in  his  claim, 
aady  in  the  debate  on  the  fubjed,  to  confider  it  as  the  cafe 
if  n  Ihrioce  of  Wales,  and  not  as  the  cafe  of  the  Prince 
<fii  Wales.  He  difclaimed,  therefore,  all  idea  of  perfon- 
llttjr,  and  w6uld  proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  bill  upon  its  own 
.IbQiiJidft;  '  If  the  bill  were  enroJled*  they  were  .bound  by 
lU  -The  Attorney  General  proceeded  to  argue  upon  coniT 
•taiffiont,  which  were  enrolled,  and  thofe  which  were  not; 
'Jkt  commiflions  in  Henry  the  Seventh's  time,  were  enrolled  ; 
JB  Henry  the  Eighth's^  but  few  were  enrolled.  In  the  reign 
if  James  the  Firft,  the  pra<^ice  ceafed.  The  Attorney  Ge- 
ttml  contended,  that  the  fignature  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  to 
Ab  z€t  attainting  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  a  forgery.  He 
'«tficed  if  there  could  be  a  grofler  fiflion^  than  that  of  a  child 
king  feaced  in  Parliament,  the  Cliancellor  bowing  to  him 


ely,  he  returning  the  fame  bow,  and  the  Cb^ncellor  fay- 
.J9g  it  was  the  King's  pleafure,  that  thev  fhould  proceed  fo 
"mi  fo.    The  noble  Lord,  he  added,  had  fpoken  of  the  con* 


mveh 
•%it^ 


AA  of  the  inhaSitants  of  Glafgow,  with  fome  derifion ;  but^ 
4iiely,  in  too  ieveie  a  manner. 

-  Lord  North  anfwered,  tliat,  far  from  having  mentioned  Lord 
vAe  proceedings  of  the  meetings  at  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  ^orth» 
.,  ha  contemptuous  light,  he  conceived  that  they  fuppofed  the 
I  popofitions  moved  and  voted  in  that  Houfe,  had  done  them 
hi  great  deal  of  fervice.  ■  And  furely,  great  beyond  expreflion 
L  Mft  prove  the  pleafures  which  the  people  would  derive  from 
,  jths  tranfadlions  which  were  going  on  !  There  would  be  no 
r:«nd  of  their  pleafures,  until  the  precedent  they  had  fet  this 
[  lay  had  gone  into  a  principle  that  might  overturn  the  confti- 
Ltution!  He  repeated,  that  the  reprefentative  of  the  third 
I  ]Eftate,  ought  to  be  enabled  to  give  the  Royal  aflent  or  diflent 
rio  the  bill  appointing  the  Regent,  and  that  without  it,  he 
r  Was  no  true  reprefentative  of  the  Crown. 

[     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  10  remain  filent,  upon      Mr. 
theprefent  occafion,  would  prove  a  cenfurable  neglect  to  ufe  ChanccU 
f  hit  efforts  to  prevent  the  impreflion  which  the  noble  Lord  lor  Pitt, 
lud  endeavoured  to  fix  on  that  Houfe,  and  on  the  country, 
k^V  the  ufe  which  he  had  made  of  the  anfwer  of  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  the  addrefs  of  the  two 
'ftouits.  Tlie  nol)le  Lord  thought  proper  to  obferve,  that  His 
^  Royal  Highnefs  had  anfwered  very  gracioufly,  and  that  there 
[  kid  been  a  general  alarm  fpread  throughout  the  country,  left 
^-  the  queilion  of  right  fhould  be  fuppori!,J.     He  muft  beg 
Jctvc  to  queftion  the  truth  of  that  prop  >fitinn,  and  to  ap[)eal 
to  the  Houfe,  when  that  queftion  was  in  agitation,  whether 
■*iy  perfoii  voted  in  favour  of  that  right.      1  he  right  had  not 
tweh  claimed  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but  had  been  ailerted  . 
bj9thers,     ThAt  no  perfon  had  been  bold  eaou^Vi  XoWn^ 
•:   Vol:  XXV.  Y  y  ^^^^ 


Burke. 
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given  Hb  Royal  Highnefs  the  advice  to  aflert  fnch  a  ii| 
after  the  folemn  decifion  of  the  two  Hbufes  of  Parliam 
was  by  no  means  a  matter  of  furprife^and^  if  any  man 
to  be  found  fo  bold,  it  was  not  likely  that  a  Prince  of 
Houfe  of  Brunfwick  would  have  taken  fuch  advice.  /I 
His- Royal  Highnefs's  acceptaAce  of  the  Regency,  woul 
matter  of  joy  to  the  People  he  could  admits  but  not  tha 
.would  prove  a  matter  of  furprife.  They  would  not,  b 
ever,  be  ready  or  willing  to  call  a  cenfiire  upon  Parliam 
for  reprobatiug  unconftitutioual  principles,  holden  and  ftai 
by  thofe,  who  now  lamented  their  having  ever  aflerted  th 
and  who  were  afraid  and  afliamed  to  avow,  and  even  feci 
willing  toretradl;  principles,  he  trufted,  would  not,  u; 
any  future  occafion  whatfoever,  be  fuffered  for  a  moment 
prevail  detrimentally  againft  the  conftitution,  either  io  1 
Houfe,  or  amidil  the  community  at  large. 
^Mr,^  Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  the  remark  that  any  point 
been  retracted,  was  abfolutely  groundlefs.  He  (aid,  thai 
looked  the  right  honourable  gentleman  full  in  the  face, 
if  he  was  in  error,  wasiperfedtly  willing  to  retradl  it.  " 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen,  with  great  jai 
men.t,  to  attack  a  gentleman  when  abfent.  The  ftyle  of 
fpirit  was  of  a  tenor  with  that  of  his  politics,  and  he  aliw 
attacked  an  enemy  in  a  ftate  of  incapacity.  The  right 
nourable  gentleman  had  the  opportunity  of  attacking 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  when  he  was  abfent 
fick;  he  had,  with  the  fame  judgement,  attacked  the  pii 
gatives  of  the  Crown.  His  fentiments,  he  faid,  never  flic 
be  exprefled  in  the  equivocal,  infidious,  and  unbecon 
language  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman*^  rcfolut 
Mr.  Buxke  procqeded  to  aflert  the  right  of  the  Pri^O( 
Wale^,  declaring  that  his  right  was  as  clear  as  the  (uiiy 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  appoint  Mm  Rq; 
with  the  full  powers  of  Sovereignty;  His  Royal  High 
had  a  right  in  law,  ip  juftice,  and  in  equity.  After  enfor< 
the  Prince's  rights  he  reprehended  the  addrefs  of  the  t 
chants  of  Lancafter  tq  the  right  hoi>ourable  gentleman,! 
demning  them  for  aflertihg  that  the  refolut ions  were  co«ii 
^nt  with  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  which^  hedecla 
was  the  moft  impudent  audacity,  dt£tating  to  the  kingK 
of  Ireland,  that  they  ought  to  appoint  for  their  Viceroy, 
the  other  great  offices,  tlie  minifterial  tools  of  the  right 
nourable  gentlemag.  He  ftated  the  great  mifchiefs  wl 
might  be  apprehdflded  with  refpedi  to  Ireland,  in  corffeoiic 
of  the  Prince's  right  having  been  denied,  and  of  that  aC«i 
by  the  Hoi^fe,. declaring  that  they  tended  totnilitateagi 
dj^  unity  of  the  empire,  and  that  if  Ireland  chofe  to  ife 
the  iprcl  JVIayor  of  D,ubV\tt  ^ej^tWt,  0^x0  ^^^oiniit  a  niutj 
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ofRegentSy  we  had  not  the  power  ta  prevent  the  meafure. 
After  reprobating  the  refolutions,  the  mode  of  proceeding, 
•ad  the  delay,  he  obferiFed,  that  the  plan  now  propofed  was 
laa^pt  what  deferved  a  worfe  name  than  a  phantom— wthey 
wre  going  to  create  Milton's  monfter  of  Sin   and  Death, 
Death  to  the  conftitution,  and  Sin  to  the  feelings  of  the 
cauntry,  to  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the  meafures  ear- 
ned oOf  who  were  creating  innumerable  barking  monilers, 
howling  at,  and  endeavouring  to  deftroy  every  principle  of 
iheConftitation;     They  were  going  to  fleal  the  great  feal, 
la  Gommtt  a  forgery  and  fraud,  to  fupport  violence,  and  to 
wfry  them  on  to  their  climax  of  villainy.     If  the  Houfe 
vifiied  to  preferve  unity  in  the  empire,  they  ought  to  appoint 
a;^erfon  to  reprefent  the  King  who  was  interefted  in  the 
Wl^ire;  they  ought  to  truft,  upon  his  word,  the  Prince  of 
M^ales,  whom  hereafter  they  muft  truft  without ';  and  thus, 
ttey  would  fave  their  country,  and  none  would  fufter  but 
aniDitioiis  men.    Mr*  Burke  urged  the  argument  of  delay, 
ndfaid  that  the  Convention  'Parliament,  in  the  year  1688, 
foonthe  26th  of  December,  and  on  the  12th  of  January 
diey  had  completed  all  their  objefis,  finifhing  the  whole  in 
fixtoen  days* 

:  [While  Mr.  Burke  was  upon  h^  leg^,  having  alluded  in 
fine  meafure  to  Mr.  Dundns,  that  gentleman  rofe,  and  a 
ftdnrt  altercation  enfued,  Mr.  Dundas  denied  that  he  had, 
cither  by  gt^fture  or  otherwife,  warranted  the  right  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  in  calling  upon  him.] 
';.  Mr.  Burke  admitted  that  the  right  honourable  and  learned 

e'tlemati  had  not,  and  refumed  the  thread  of  his  argument. 
tOQched  upon  the  obje&  of  all  the  propofitions,  and  re* 
inbated  the  matter  which  was  rendered  the  fubje£l  of  the 
iropofition  immediately  before  the  Houfe.  He  contended 
that  the  Houfe  bad  no  right  to  authorize  the  Lord  Chancel* 

'  kr  to  piit  the  great  feal  to  forgery,  fraud,  and  violence,  and 
that^iving  them  the  form  of  the  Royal  authority,  inftead  of 
tliefuhftanct^,  was  to  give  them  the  fweepings  of  the  cobwebs 

L  inWeftminfter  Hall,  and  the  fmoke  of  thedifli;  and  the 
danger  which  had  been  talked  of,  if  they  were  to  addrefsthe 

'  Prifibce  of  Wales  to  take  the  Regency  upon  hrm,  reminded 
Um  of  the  giant  who  ufed  to  fwallow  a  dozen  windmills  for 

'^  keakfaft  every  morning,  and  was  afterwards  choaked  by  a 
hall  bit  of  butter  in  July.  In  the  prefent  Fnftance,  the 
coimniffion  was  faid  to  he,  in  form,  an  a£l  of  the  Crown, 
lad  in  fubftance  an  aft  of  the  two  Houfes.     There  never  was 

:   i^poscedtnt  in  this  country,  where  the  two  Houfes  took  upon 
theuifdves  toexercife  the  legiflative  authority  of  the  Crown. 
Nepeflity,  he  obferved,  had  been  generally  termeA  \.W  X>}- 
^i^j^pJea;  but,  lirangc  to  telly  it  was  now  confvlere^^'^^^^^^ 

Y  y   3  ^vvcxti^x-aw 
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guardian  of  oup liberties.    Mr.  Burke  infiifted  that  theCon- 
mittee  ought,  in  the   prefent  inftance,  to  aA  liberally  and 
fairly,  and  to  truft  the  Prince  upon  his  word,  folemnly  giyoii 
in  his  anfwer  to  the  addrefles  of  both  Houfes,  fnice  hereaftir  ; 
they  muft  truft  him  without  profeflions*     A  confidence  of 
this  nature  would  give  them  union ;  would  give  them  li« 
berty  ;  would  give  them  peace. 
Ir.Rollc.      Mr.  Rolii  obferved,  that  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  hiiti, 
and  he  entered  chearfuUy  upon  the  determination,   to  refcva 
tlie  meetings  in  the  weft  of  England  from  the  cenfure  which  ' 
appeared  to  him  ii)dire£tly  to  have  been  caft  upon  them,  by  • 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.     The  meeting  in  tli»  ' 
county  of  Devon,  Mr.  Rolle  faid,  had  refolved  to  return  t 
thanks  to  his  right  honourable  friend  for  having  aflerted  tha 
right  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  provide  for'  thi  ^ 
exercife  of  the  Royal  authority,  during  the  incapacity  of  Hit  , 
Majefty,  and  brought  that  queflion  to  a  decilion,  in  contra- 
di&ion  to  the  right  aOTerted  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
not  then  prefent,  to  exift  in  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  . 
of  Wales  to  affumetheexerc^ife  of  that  authority,  whilftHii 
Majefty's  illnefs  continued.     The  queftion  of  the  right  of  the 
two  Houfes  to  provide  for  fupplying  the  defedt  in  the  cwr- 
cife  of  the  Royal  authority,  had  not,   Mr.  Rolle  contendedi  . 
been,  as  it  was  affirmed,   unneceflarily  brought  forward,  of* 
upon  light  grounds.      The  aflertion  of  the  right  of  tte 
Prince  of  Wales  to  aflume  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  aatbo* 
rity  during  his  father's  incapacity,  had   not,  indeed,  been 
madeamatter  of  regular  claim,  avowed  on  the  part  of  Hit 
Royal  Highnefs,  but  it  had  l)een  urged  by  a  Member  of  tbit  ' 
Houfe,  who,  from  his  extraordinary  eloquence,-  his  great 
abilities,  his  weight  and  authority  in  the  country,  owing  W 
the  recolle6tion  of  the  high  oflices  he  had  filled  in  the  Statft 
certainly  drew  great  attention  on  every  thing  which  fell  from 
him,  and  enabled  whatever  he  faid,  efpecially  refpeftinghi* 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  whbfe  confidenca 
he  was  fuppofed  to  ftandhigh,  to  make  a  confiderable  degree 
of  imprelfion  on   the  minds  of  all  who  heard  him.    Mr* 
Rolle  added,  that  it  gave  him,  and,  he  doubted  not,  it  wonM 
give  his  confljtuents,  preat  pleafure  to  hear,  that  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  declared  his  willingnefs  to 
accept  the  Regency  on  the  terms  propofed,  and  to  fubmitto 
the  limitations  and  reftriflions  voted  by  the  two  Houfes. 
There  had  occurred  one  circumftance,  however,  Ancc  the 
/ignificatioii  of  His  Royal  Highnefs's  anfwer  had  been  giveni 
which  he  was  forry  for,  and  which,  he  feared,  w.ould  cauW 
uneafinefs  in  the  country ;  and  that  was,  a  certain  feccffion 
which  had  taken  place.    He  rcvt^mt  tKe  circumftance  of  tte 
Vthicc  of  Wales  and  x\\e  oi\\'&^'8wO^AT^\\V^^\s.vi\Tv^^i6*l 
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thit  their  namea  might  be  omitted  10  the  prefent  commiffion. 

An  honourable  gentleman,  a  worthy  Alderman  of  London, 

Mr.  Holle  obfervedy  afierted  at  a  late  Court  of  Common 

VSoiUKil,  that  he  had  taken  the  addrefs  lately  voted  by  the 

(punty  of  Devon,  ready  drawn,  from  the  Treafury  down  to 

l)eyon{hiiie«     He  knew  pot  whether  the  honourable  Alder- 

ipan  (Mr.  Sawbridge)  was  then  in  the  Houfe,  but  he  took 

ib^t  opportunity  ofdeclaring,  that,  fo  far  from  the  alledged 

WSumftance. being  founded  in  fa£t,  that  he  never  faw  the 

addfefs  till  he  went  down  to  Devonfhire;  that  it  was  there 

town  up  by   a  previous  Committee,  of  which  his  worthy 

•dle^gne  and  himfelf  were  Members ;  that  it  was  drawn  up 

openly  and  publicly,  when  one  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 

ifty  perfons  were  prefent ;  and  that  as  the  Quarter  Seflions 

vas  holden  at  the  time  when  the  general  meeting  was  fum- 

.apned  by  the  High  Sheriff,  the  attendance  of  gentlemen, 

,  faAolders,  clergy,  &c.  was  as  numerous  a  one  as  perhaps 

tver-was  aflembled,  and  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  right 

Wiodrahle  friend  for  his  condu£t  was  voted  by  almoft  the 

mnimous  voices  of  the  meeting,  a  very  few  of  the  perfons 

imlisnt  fignifying  any  thing  likedifapprobation. 

Lord  jRortb  anfwered,  that  he  had  not  uttered  a  fyllable  Lord 
which  tended  to  convey  the  leaft  reflexion  on  the  people  of  North. 
Ghfgow  and  Edinburgh,  and  the  weft  of  England,  for  the 
MduA  they  had  adopted  in  voting  addreffes  of  thanks  to 
dw  Minifter.  When  the  people  of  Glafgow,  of  Edinburgh, 
.indbfDevonihire,  had  felt  themfelves  called  upon  to  vote 
thnr  thanks  to  the  Minifter,  for  having  afferted  the  right 
f  •{  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  provide  for  the  defici- 
•ocy  in  the  exercifeof  the  Royal  authority,  it  was  natural 
to  rappofe  that  they  had  imagined  that  this  right  had  been 
iifputed.  He,  therefore,  was  furely  warranted  in  faying, 
<hat  His  Royal  Highnefs's  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  two 
Hoofes  would  agreeably  furpri/e  them,  by  proving  that  His 
Royal  Highnefs  paid  fo  much  deference  to  the  refolutions 
snd  op  nions  of  the  two  Houfes,  that  he  profefled  himfelf 
^y  to  accept  the  Regency  on  any  terms  that  the  two 
Houfes  ihould  think  proper  to  grant  it.  Thinking  that  the 
people  had  felt  the  alarm,  perhaps  too  much,  he  conceived 
fhat  their  minds  would  now  be  quieted,  but  he  had  not  an 
*^  that  they  could  feel  any  alarm  from  the  feceffion  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  from  their  having  dedred  to  take 
.  ^  fliarc  in  a  proceeding  which  they  difapproved  of. 

^\xJamesJohnftone<i  fpeakmg  of  popery,  and  the  abjura-  Sir  James 
tittoof  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  faid,  Johnftonc 
■Jbatif  he  found  any  thing  objeflionable   in    the  wording  of 
^hecommiffion  then  before  the  Committee,  it  was,  that  it 
Jto  not  droDg  enough*    It  ihted,  that  the  Lord  CW\^>Xci\ 
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bedireded  to  put  the  great  feal  to  the  commiffion  refolved 
upon.     Sir  James  thought  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  ought 
to  be  commanded  to  put  th6  great  feal  to  fuch  a  commiffioiu 
The  occafion  ''juflified  the  exertion  of  authority}  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  dared  not  refufe  the  command  of  the  twfl|- 
Houfes  of  Parliament. 
Mr.  She-       Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that.he  rofe  merely  in  confequence 
ridan.      of  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentleman  over  the 
way,  (Mr.  Rolle  )     Mr.  Sheridan  denied  that  his  right  ho* 
nourable/riend^  who  was  not  then  prefent,  had  ever  aflertirfi 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  right  to  oiffume  the  exercife  of  the- 
Royal  authority,  without  the  adjudication  of  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament.     The  queftion  of  right  was,  tlierefore,  un-   i 
^eceiTarily  agitated,    becaufe  the  do£lrine  of    the    Houfot  '^ 
having  aright  to  provide  for  the  defe<Sl  in  the  exercife  of  ther  ^ 
Royal  authority,  had  never  been  denied.     With  regard  ta/j 
hi$  right  honourable  friend  Aanding  high  in  the  conndenoe  J 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,,  the  fad  undoubtedly  Was,  that  hit.  *\ 
right  honourable  friend  ftood  higher  in  the  opinion  of  Hi<    \ 
Royal  Highnefs  than  any  other  perfon,  and  the  reafon  wai|    • 
that  His  Royal  Highnefs  repofed    the  greateft  confidenooi.  ' 
where  he  found  the  greateft  merits.  Of  the  feceffion  to  whidi    . 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  the  reafon  was  ob^^-  j 
viou^.     It  was  extraordinary,  that  the  MiniAer  fhould  haite  'j 
been  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  day  before  the  commiffion  "  ■ 
had  been  propofed  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament^  and    | 
that  heihould  not  have  confulted  His  Royal  Highneft,  whe-   1 
ther  it  was  agreeable  to  him,  or  to  his  Royal  Brotlier,  and  J 
Royal  uncles,   to  admit  the  refj^ftive   infertion  of  their    ■ 
names  in  a  commiflion>  iflued  on   principles  repugnant  to 
tliofe  contained  in  a  proteft^  which  the  Duke  of  York  had/ 
fubfcribed  and  recognized.     As  to  *the  bafe  coinage  which 
was  intended  to  be  ifTued  in  the  name  of  Royalty,  without- 
its  bearing  one  feature  of  the  Royal  countenance,    Mr.  She- 
ridan faid,  tbat  after  the  able  arguments  which  had  been 
urged,  and  particularly  the  fpeech  of  his  right  honourable ' 
friend  (Mr,  Burke)  to  which  it  was  enough  barely  to  al- 
lude, he  would  not  pay  remarks  of  fuch  expreffive  force  fe 
ill  a  compliment,  as  to  trouble  the  Committee  with  an  at- 
tempt to  give  them,  what  they  did  not  want,  additional  valir. 
dity,  by  a  continuance  of  reafoning  upon  the  fubjeil. 
Mr.  ^^r«  Po'^ys  rofe  to  aik   a  queftion  relative  to  tlie  wordi 

Powys.    under  which  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  io  the  early  part  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI,,  and  the  Duke  of  York,  inthefiib* 
iequent  part  of  the  fame  reign,  exercifed  the  power  of  gif* 
ing  the  Royal  aiOTent  or  diflent  to  any  bill  or  bills  which  wen 
/lifcfliit ted  to  them  for  the  l?wO^  A  ^iVWx.  t 
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;  Mr.  ChanceHor  Pitty  adverting  alfo  to  the  two  commif-     Mr. 
iooMf  ID  which  Lord  Hardwicke  had  put  the  feal  in  1754^  ChanceU 
alniUted  tbftt,  although'  the  commiffion  ftated  in  the  refolu-  lor  Pitt. 
lioii^ooiitaiiied  words  of  general  power,  enabling  the  Com- 
■iffioners  to  do  all  that  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  could 
flftfi,  yety  that  it  was  neceflary  that  there  ihould  be  a  fecond 
Gommiflion  iffiied  to  complete  the  bufinefs. 

*  Mr.  Peiuys  obferved^  that  the  Committee  had  a  great      Mr. 

mmber  of  precedents  fubmitted  to  them»  on  whichi  in  the   Powys. 

mdj-  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  much  reliance  had  been  placed ; 

bit)  they  had  all  been  abandoned,  and  two  new  precedents, 

A8IC  ftated  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 

fearch  the  journals,  werereforted  to,  and  chiefly  relied  upon* 

Tothofe-two  precedents  of  the  two  different  commiflions, 

to  which  Lord  Hardwicke  had  put  the  great  feal,  he  fliould 

fir?  nothing ;  becaufe,  in  the  cafe  of  both,  there  had  been  a 

KiDg  upon  the  throne,   incapable,  from   illnefs,  incWed,  of 

nesting  his  Parliament,  but  capable  of  judging  and  deciding 

vpoo every  proceeding  of  Ciovernment  necefTary  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Powys  enlarged  on    the  diftin6lion   between  general 

pchrers  fo  given  by  an  actual,  exi fling,  competent  authority, 

.9^ general  powers  given  by  an  imaginary,  fidlitious,  and  un- 

Ril  phantom.     To  open  a  Parliament,  there   mufl  cxifl  a 

perfon  capable  of  authorizing  the  aft,  either  the  King  him- 

Wf,  or  the  King's  reprefentative.     In  the  prefent  cafe,   there 

Would  be  neither. 

■The  Solicitor  General  begged  leave  to  explain  to  the  Com-  Solicitor 
mittee  why  he  advifed  them  to  order  the  commifTion,  now  GeneraK 
t  moved  for,  to  be  iffued  under  the  great  feal ;  and  why  it 
would  be  right  afterwards  to  put  the  great  feal  to  another 
.commiffion-,  in  order  to  give  the  R^yal  afTent  to  the  hill  ap- 
pointing a  Regent.  He  was  glad  that  it  had  not  been  faid  in 
tint  Houfe^  that  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  was  not  legal. 
No  man  had  ventured  to  make  fuch  a  declaration';  nor  could 
any  man  have  dnred  to  have  done  it,  who  knew  the  law  and 
theconftitution  of  the  country.  When  he  had  troubled  the 
Houfe,  when  the  refolution  that  it  was  their  right  to  deter- 
mine on  the  means  to  provide  for  the  deficiencv  of  the  exer- 
^  of  the  Royal  authority  had  been  under  confideration,  the 
Qommittee  w^uld  recoll»5i  that  hehaH  ftatcl,  that  a  Regent 
tpujd  not  be  appointed  but  byanadlof  ParlLiment,  and,  in 
Pfder  to  pafs  that  aft,  there  mufl  necefTarily  be  a  commiflion 
iJiiwl  under  the  great  feal  to  open  the  Parliament,  and  a 
(ttbfeqaent  commifTion  to  give  the  Royal  afTent  to  fuch  a  bill 
asfhould  be  pafled  by  the  two  Houfcff,  That  was  the  legal 
Wodc  of  proceeding ;  the  other,  that  of  addrefTmg  the  Prince 
^0  take  upon  him  the  Regency,  a  term  unknown  in  law,  was 
€karljr  Wlegni.    I£  they  addrei&d  the  Prince^  tot  uV.t  w^ow 
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him  the  Regentyy  he  could  not  be  Regent,  but  by  Tome  foch 
£(Sion  as  that  now  propofed   to  be  reforted  to.    It  wa»  hik 
duty,  the  Solicitor  General  faid,  as  a  profeffional  man,  tm 
(atisfy  the  Houfe  that  the  mode  of  proceeding  recommended 
to  them  was  legal.     It  was  a  point  on  which  they  ought  to 
be  fatisfied*     In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on  the  refolutioi 
then  before  the  Houfe,  he  obferved,  that  the  ftatutes  referrel 
to,  as  beariiig  upon  the  queftion,  were  the  33d  of  Henry  the  ; 
Eighth,  the  aft  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  the  ad  of  thi'j 
firft  of  Queen  Mary ;  each  of  which  pointed  two  ways ;  bul^  ; 
if  it  was  contended  that  th^fe  were  negative  ftatutes,  and  thit  '^. 
they  were  to  regard  them  in  that  point  of  conftru£kion,  he  ; 
begged  leave  to  a(k  how  they  were  to  appoint  a  Regent  at  H 
all  ?  He  denied  it  to  be  poi&ble,  becaufe  the  confent  of  the  ^ 
Crown  muft  be  obtained  to  theafl ;  and  it  was  well  knowa  j 
to  them  all,  that  His  Majefty  could  not  attend  in  Parlia-  i 
ment  to  fignify  his  confent  in  perfon,  neither  could  he  pot  • 
his  iign  manual  to  a  commiflion.     The  only  mode  of  obtain* 
ing  the  King's  confent,  was  by  putting  the  great  feal  to  the  ' 
CommiiEon  for  pafling  it,  and  making  it  a  public  a6l.    Ifk 
was  fo  authorized,  that  rendered  it    a  public  ad;   and  ](.  i 
upon  the  face  of  it,  it  exprefled  that  it  pafTed  by  the  confent 
of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  the  judges  of  the  land   : 
could  not  difpute  it.     The  great  feal,  once  put  to  it,  gave  it  J 
all  the  authority  of  law,  and  no  inquiry  could  be  inftituted  ' 
as  to  the  mode  of  its  having  been  paffed.     If  letters  patoit 
pafled,  without  the  King^s  warrant  having  been  previouflf 
granted  to  dire£l:  fuch  letters  patent  to  be  made  out  and  feale^  1 
yet,  having  the  great  feal  annexed  to  them,  however  crimi- 
nal it  might  be  in  the  perfon  who  fhould,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  take  upon  hlmfelf  to  put  the  great  feal  to  thofelet" 
ters  patent,  they  would  prove  of  full  force,  and  bind  the  ' 
King  himfelf,  although  it  might  be  known  that  His  Majeftf  ' 
had  not  granted  his  warrant  for  making  out  fuch  letters  pa* 
tent. 

Sir  John  remarked,  that  they  were  then  difcuiCng  noqnef- 
tion  of  politics,  ho  queftion  of  party ;  they  were  all  Agreed 
as  to  the  objeil ;  their  fole  objeft  was  to  make  the  Prince  cf 
Wales  Regent,  on  the  terms  of  the  refolutions.  Theonlf 
difference  of  opinion  was,  which  were  the  moft  fafe,  the  nJoA 
legal,  and  the  moft  conftitutional  means  of  attaining  their 
common  objefl.  He  muft  contend, 'that  the  mode  propofed  in 
the  refolution  voted  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  to  which  \ 
they  were  called  upqn  to  agree,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  onlf  ; 
legal  mode  in  their  option.  If  there  was  any  other  way,  kt 
gentlemen,  in  fairi^efs  and  in  candour,  mention  it.  Thofe 
who  recommended  the  oiher  mode  of  addrefting  the  Prince 
to  accept  the  Regency,  netVv^i^s,  '^tx^  yi^  v^-xtt  that  the 
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Prince  muft^  in  that  cafe^  take  upon  hlmfelf  to  reprefent  thf 
j^ttg  in  the  Hoiife  of  Lords,  or  if  it  yr^re  to  give  his  confent 
to  the  Regency  bill,  he  muft  confent  to  appoint  himfelf  Re- 
|iinit :  a  kind  of  condud,  which  could  not  but  draw  down 
inftftions  of  his  authority,  and  expofe  him  to  future  didi- 
imlty.  Different  were  the  degrees  of  weight  and  fandlion, 
^hich  mull  neccffarily  attend  the  Prince's  appointment, 
when  that  appointment  had  the  authority  of  a  formal  a6l  of 

Erliament,  pafled  avowedly  with  the  confent  of  King, 
irds,  and  Commons,  the  three  natural  and  conftitutional 
inches  pf  the  Legiilatyre.  Contempt  and  ridicule  had 
teen  laviflily  caft  upon  the  mode  propofed,  becaufe  it  was 
deemed  a  legal  fi*3ion.  There  were  many  wholefome 
^dions  of  the  law;  the  heft  fecurity,  even  of  the  private 
Tights  of  the  fuhjeft,  arofe  from  fome  of  thofe  ficSlions  of  the 
lair.  The  prefent  might  be  called  a  wholefome  fivilion,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  faved  the  conftitution  from  danger,  and  proved, 
t]iat  fo  admirably  conflrudled  was  that  conftitution,  that  it 
ifiontained  in  itfdf  a  provifion  for  cafes  of  the  greateft  emer- 
lency.  But,  it  was  faid,  that  the  mode  propofed  went  he- 
jondthe  neceffity  of  the  cafe.  He  had,  on  a  former  debate, 
^en  the  liberty  of  laying  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  tne 
power  which  neceffity  creates,  neceffity  limits.  He  Ihould 
ij^hereto  that  pofition,  and,  in  adhering  to  it,  contend,  that 
fbe propofed  mode  of  ordering  a  coinmiffion  under  the  great 
bal,  and  afterwards  another  commiffion  to  give  the  King's 
iTent  to  the  bill,  did  not  exqeed  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  but 
that  the  propofition  of  addreffing  the  Prince,  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  Regency,  did  go  for  beyond  it,  "When  thp 
Qoufe  contended,  that  it  was  their  right  and  duty  to  provide 
&r  fupplying  the  defedl  of  the  Royal  authority,  they  charly 
fneant  to  empower  ihemfelves  to  order  the  commiffion  under 
the  great  feal,  now  propofed,  to  be  iflued.  He  declared, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  ridiculous,  to  exclude  the  Prince  from 
his  fituation  as  a  Peer,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  order  to 
make  him  a6l  as  a  King.  He  defired  not  to  he  underftood, 
«  abandoning  the  precedents  on  their  table.  He  relied  on 
the  precedent  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Sixth.  In  that  reign,  there  were  as  great  lawyers  as  lived 
Uthis  day,  or  as  would  live,  probably,  in  the  time  to  come  ; 
Wie  were,  alfo,  in  that  reign,  fome  of  that  defcription  of 
perfons^  who  might,  properly  fpeaking,  be  termed  ufurpers, 
kut,  both  defcriptions,  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former,  he 
^ell  knew,  in  all  things  wiftied  to  have  the  fanction  of  law, 
fe^every  one  of  their  proceedings.  It  had  been  his  duty,  as 
't  neceilarily  was  the  duty  of  thofe,  who  were  from  their  fi- 
tuations  called  upon  for  their  advice,  conccruin^  the  ^ro^tx 
Ipd  legal  Heps  to  be  taken  in  fuch  an  emcTWncN%  X^'vtv^oxm 
•  Vo^.  XXV.  Z   z  X\v^t^- 
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themfelvcs  folly  of  aU  the  precedents  which  hiftory  afFoidcd. 
•       He  had  not,  he  was  free  to  acknowledge,  with  all  his  appli- 
cation to  the  fubjcft,  been  able  to  fatisfy  himfelf ,  what  |iad 
been  the  adlual  faft,  with  regard  to  the  commiflions  iflued 
under  the  great  feal,  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Sixth ;  but,  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  oiauy  of  tbem 
neither  h^,  nor  could  have,  the  King's  fign  manual  affixed 
to  them;  and  yet,  fome  of  the  foundeft  and  moil  falutary 
^s  on  our  Statute  Book  had  pafled  during  that  period.    He 
could  not  but  obferve,  that  thofe  perfons  who  were  willing 
to  give  away  the  rights  of  the  King  without  fcruple,  and  to 
inveft  the  Prince  with  all  the  Royal  authoritv,  in  the  life- 
time, and  during  the  reign  of  his  father,  feemed  to  think  on- 
ly of  the  cafe  of  infancy.    When  he  talked  of  the  allegiance 
which  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign,  it  had  been  ridicjuled  under 
the  idea,  that  it  was  idle  to  boaft  of  allegiance  to  him,  who  ~ 
was  incapable  of  affording  protedlion.     I'o  thofe  who  piealed  • 
themfelves  with  that  fpecies  of  reafoning,  he  would  ufk,  if 
the  intended  Regent  was  to  leave  a  child,  an  infant  of  fix  ' 
inonths,  how  would  he  like  fuch  a  dof^riiie  to  l)e  then  in- 
filled upon?  Th^.prefent  commiffion  exprefTed,  that  it  wai 
made  by  confent  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament;  therefore,  j 
upon  the  face  of  it,  it  ftated  the  cafe  to  which  he  referred. 
As  the  bill  was  merely  to  conflitute  a  Regent,  it  waj  quite  9 
matter  of  indifference,  whether  it  was  palled  by  one  perfonor 
another,  fo  long  as  it  pafled  in  the  name  of  the  King  upon 
the  Throne.     Sir  John  adverted  ro  the  precedents  m  the 
reign  of  George  the  Second,  when  Lord  Hardwicke  had,  in 
the  year  1754,  put   the  great  feal  to  two  commifliohsi  one 
containing  general  pov;ers  granted  to  certain  Commiffionen^ 
to  hold  a  Parliament,  the  other  to  give  the   Royal  aflent 
to  the.fingle  bill  which  had  pafled  in  that  Parliament ;  ?bill 
of  naturalization.    He  compared  thefe  two  commiflions  with 
the  commiflion  then  under  confiderat ion,  and  that  which  it 
•  would    be    neceflary  to   iflue  when  the  bill    fhould  hate 
pafled  the  two  Houfes,  and  be  ready   fof    the   Regal  af- 
lent.   Lord  Hardwick(3,  he  faid,  appeared  to  him  to  hate 
entertained  doubts,   whether  the  general  powers  conveyttl 
by  the  firfl  commiflion,  were  fufficient  to  authorife  tltofc' 
Commiflioners  to  give  the  Royal  aflent   to  the  bill  which 
afterwards    pafled ;    and    he    coUefted,   ihaf  Lord   Hari- 
wicke  had  entertained  fuch  doubts,  from  the  circumfiahoe 
of  his  having  iffued  a  fecond  commiiSon.     But,  Lord  fiM* 
wicke  had  chofen  to  referve  thofe  doubts,  and  not  to  dccidp 
upon  them,  by  the  terms  in  which  the  two  commiflions  wecf 
/drawn,  and  their  effcft  on  each  other,  care  having  fieen.th 
fcen  by  the  noble  Lord,  to  mCwt  a  claufe  in  the  fo^nd  com- 
miffion, purpQi:ting  that  tbs  out  ttiwXd^ u^x  ^SS.^  xVft  oth^ 
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ohn  contluded  with  declaring,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
ell  as  he  could^  to  explain  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
»  Powvs)  the  ground  on  which  the  motion  reft'ed;  and 
he  left,  the  idea  of  the  validity  of  that  explanation,  to 
ieciding  judgement  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
T.  fVyndham  obferved,  that  he  fhould  not  have  rifen  to  Xfr. 
•  one  fingle  fy liable,  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  Wynd 
te,  but  for  what  had  falleYi  from  the  right  honourable  h*"** 
learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  As  the  argument 
flood,  they  knew  not  on  what  grounds  the  authors  of 
:  proceedings  rafted  them.  On  one  hand,  it  was  faid, 
they  were  a£ting  from  neceflity,  Upon  another,  that 
were  ading  upon  law.  It  was,  he  conceived,  impoflible 
both  pofitions  could  be  true.  The  right  honourable  and 
led  gentleman,  in  his  opening,  had  clearly  ftated  that  the 
ffity  of  the  cafe  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  irregu« 
ies,  and  he  had  heard  the  fame  dofirine,  Mr.  Wyndham 
■ftated  elfewhere,  and  yet  the  right  honourable  and  learn- 
mtfeman  who  fpoke  laft  had  declared,  that  there  was  no 
ing  neceflity,  but,  that  the  proceeding  propofed  was 
Uy  legal,  and  that  to  addrefs  His  Royal  Highnefs  to  take 
I  him  the  Regency,  was  clearly  illegal.  Amidll  thefe 
ng  opinions,  gentlemen  might  furely  doubt  the  necefliry 
ted  on  the  nne  hand,  and  the  legality  of :!  e  proceeding 
ted  on  the  other.  That  wonder-working  machine,  the 
ical  capacity  of  the  Sovereign,  was  the  grand  fpring  of 
lie  arguments,  on  which  the  gentlemen  of  a  certain  pro- 
»n  relied.  Mr.  \\  yndliam  explained  what  he  conceived 
?  meant  by  that  expreffion,  in  terms  ftripped  of  the  tech- 
[  obfcurity,  in  which  the  expreflion  was  involved,  and 
snded  that  the  Royal  prerogatives  were  attached,  not 
dy  to  the  life  of  tlie  Sovereign,  but  to  the  King's  pbliti- 
authority.  He  re'edled  the  idea  of  the  aft  they  were 
it  to  take  being  legal,  and  faid,  that  when  from  neceflity 
were  obligee!^ to  have  recourfe  to  an  irrefponfible  aft, 
:onceived  it  to  be  much  more  fafe  that  it  fliould  ftand 
I  its  own  ground,  diftinguiflied  as  an  irregular  proceed- 
juftified  only  by  neceflity.  They  would  then  know 
t  it  was,  and  pofterity  would  know  on  what  its  merits 
refted.  An  lionourable  and  learned  gentleman,  who  had 
en  early  in  the  debate,  remarked,  that  the  argument 
ift  the  motion  amounted  in  fatt  to  an  aflertion,  that 
had  tlje  power  to  make  the  law  maker,  but  not  th« 
whereby  he  was  to  be  made.  That  was  the  very  dif- 
tion,  which,  in  his  mind,  applied  to  the  prefent  inftance, 
reafoned  upon  the  diflinSion,  and  put  the  cafe  of  a  pa- 
having  a  right  to  prefent  to  a  living.  The  patron 
/  not  £11  tbe  livihg  himfelf,  and,  if  h«  wa*  COTXt6X\^  \\\- 
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fbrmed^  a  clergyman  who  had  an  advowfon  in  his  own  gift, 
co6ld  not  appoint  himleif  to  it,  but   by  a  fpecjal  proce(s« 
After  urging  this,  to  prove  that  declaring  that  the  a<SV  wai 
an  ail  ot  the  King,  when  there  was  no  King,  and  they  alL 
knew  there  could  b^  none,  was  a  counterfeit  and  a  deluuonj^ 
Mr.  Wyndham  clofed  his  remarks  by  aflBnning,  that  he  ne- 
ver gave  a  vote  with  more  heartfelt  convidlion  ag^^inft  a  mo<,. 
tion,  than  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 
The  Maf.      The  MaJIcr  oj  the  Rolls  defired  the  Houfe  to  bear  in  rcco^ 
:er  of  ilic  leflion,  that  no  amendment  had  been  propofed.     Gentlemep 
^oil».        would  do  well,  theiefore,  to  confider  the  queftion  before  thai. 
Houie.     It  was  whether  there  fliould  be  a  commiflion  iflued 
under  the  great  fea!,  to  open  the  Parliament.     It  was  univcr- 
fally  admitted,  that  there  ought ;  the  only  queftion  was,  who, 
ftiould  iflue  that  commiflion.     No  perfon,  therefore,  had  fta- 
ted  any  means  of  providing  for  the  opening  of  Parliamenti, 
cxcept^his  right  honourable  friend,  and  the  Committee,  hav- 
ing no  other  proportion  before  them,  were  bound  to  decide 
upon  that.     AH  the  arguments  advanced  againft  the  prefent 
refqlution,  went  againft  the  refolutions  already  voted.     The  • 
Committee,  therefore,  after  having  voted  thofe  refoIuMon^ 
which  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to,  and  which  His  Royal  High- 
ncf«  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  alfo  agreed  to,  would  not  furelj 
now  undo  all  that  was  done,  and  by  a  fide-wind  contradia 
thofe  refolutions,  which,  upon  full  deliberation,  and  after  long 
ilebate,  they  had  voted.  Amidft  a  reiterated  cry  of  ^*  Qucl- 
"  tion,  queftion  !" 
Mr.  Mr.  DemplUr  obferved,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  fubjedl  on 

>empfter.  which  gentlemen  ought  patiently  to  liften  to  the  arguments 
of  each  other,  it  was  that  on  which  they  were  deviating;, 
becaufe  it  was  no  queftion  of  politics,  but  a  queftion  xroncern- , 
ing  the  mode  of  appointing  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Regent :  a  fituation  in  which  they  had  all- agreed  to 
place  him,  as  the  moft  prpper  perfon  to  fill  that  high  office^ 
and  they  only  differed  as  to  the  beft  means  of  making  liii 
Royal  Highnefs  Regent,  with  leaft  injury  to  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Mr.  Deirpfter  renewed  his  argument  in  favour  of  re» 
iorting  to  one  expedient,  inftead  of  purfuing  the  circuitoas 
mode  of  proceeding  recommended  by  the  righi  honourablf 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt.  Although  the  Houfe  might  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  fupport  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s  propo- 
iition,  that  night,  Mr.  Dempfter  faid,  he  trufted  that  the  right  ' 
honourable  gentleman,  when  he  began  coolly  to  reflefk  on 
the  poiCble  ill  confequence  of  eftablifhing  fuch  a  precedent, 
would  feel  the  propriety  of  adverting  to  the  fimple  mode  of. 
addreiEng  the  Prince  of .  Wales,  and  requefting  His  Roysl 
Highnefs  to  take  upon  himVdf  x\\^  Re^eucy,  with  aU  thf 
po wers  9/  Om  Royal  prerc>g;iUYe% 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfv^ered,  that  although  every  point     Mr. 
which  was  advanced  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  (poke  Chancel* 
laftj  carried  with  it  great  weight,  and  was  well  worthy  of  lor  Pitt. 
thQ  higheft  attention,  yet,  no  remat^k  which  he  had  heard 
fiwn  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  debate,  would  induce 
him  to  alter  his  fentiments.     He  had  not  formed  his  opinion 
lightly,  nor  without  very  mature  confideration,  and  fo  far . 
from  changing  his  ground,  and  reverting  to  the  addrei's  to  the 
(ririce  of  Wales  to  take  on  himfelf  the  Regency,  when 
they  came  to  report  the  refolution,  as  hinted  by  the  honour- 
ible  gentleman,  he  (hould,  if  the  Committee  voted  the  refo- 
Ifition,  move  that  the  report  be  brought  up  that  night,  in  or* 
de'r  that  they  mrght  carry  it  up  to  the  Lords  on  the  en- 
fnin|;  day. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  put,  and  the  refolution  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

I'he  Houfe  was  then  re  fumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
brought  pp.  It  was  brought  up  accordingly,  read  a  firft  and 
fecond  time,  and  agreed  to.  A  motion  was  then  made  and 
arried,  tlut  a  conference  he  required  with  the  Lords,  on  the 
fnhjedl  of  their  former  conference,  and  that  Dudley  Ryder^ 
£fq.  do  requeft  the  fame. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  now  moved  the  queftion  of  adjourn* 
nent;  but, 

The   Speaker  begged   before  he   put   the  queftion,   that      The 
the  Houfe    would  favour    him  with   their  attention,  re-  Spcakcn, 
ipe£ting  a  matter  which  referred  to  the  fituation  in  which 
the  Houfe  had  done  him  the  honour  to  place  him.     At  the 
beginning  of  a  Parliament,  he  faid,  it  was  ufual  for  every 
Spcdwer  to  be  prefented  to  the  King,  to  make  his  excufes,  to 
teceive  the  Royal  approbation,  and  to  claim  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Houfe,  as  to  freedom  of  debate,  ^c.and  laftly, 
to  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  King,  as  to  any  thing  which  the 
Speaker  might  haveoccafion  to  fay  on  behalf  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.     When  a  new  Speaker  was  chofen  in  the  middle 
of  a  Parliament,  though  he  was  introduced  to  make  his  ex- 
cufes, and  receive  the  Royal  approbation,  he  did  not  advance 
the  claim  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  hut  barely 
begged  indulgence  for  what  he  himfelf  might  have  occafion 
to  declare.     The  prefeut  circumftances  appeared  to  him  not 
firidlly  to  warrant  either  ©f  thefe  modes  of  proceeding,  and 
therefore  unlefs  he  flioulJ  receive  the  exprefs  commands  of 
the  Houfe  what  conduit  to  purfue,  he  fhould  govern  him- 
felf entirely  by  the  precedents  of  the  Reftoration,  and  the 
Revolution. 

Mr,  Chancdlor  Pitt  obferved,  that  it  feemed  to  be  the  ge-      Mr. 
leral  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  tliat  the  Speaker  (hould  ^ov^^w  cWa^*:.V* 
uiulklfby  tJwih  precedents^  to  which  he  hadi^^eTi[<i^i.  Vi^Ywv 
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Ir.Burkt   '  Mf.  Biffke  cbntlraded,  that  every  ftcfr  whirfb  ther  took 
was  accompinied  by  ftefli  difficulty.    They  had  |uff  m  op  i;  ^ 
phai)tom  to  repxefmv  the  great  feal,  and  now  their  Sp^iltf 
WGi^m   bow  before  it,  and'  to  clairti  their  rights' atid  pH^ 
vil^ges  from  a  creature  df  their  ow4i  creation.    After  a«tt^ 
dbnin^  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution,  in  addreflSn^  tti^ 
IMnce  of  Orange  to  take  the  crown,  they  v^ere  ^oii^  |Dl| 
rtfert  to  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution  in  another  inil^ieei' 
If  it  were  fit  to  be  adopted  in  the  one  cafe,  he  wifhed  to  knoill 
*       why  ir  had  not  been  thought  fit  to  be  followed  in  the  othttf 
They  Hadfet  up  a  fiffion  for  the  great  featj  and  thus  hari^ 
invaded  the  conftitution,  the  next  ftep  they  took  wai  W 
dil^ace  theHbufe  of  Comrtons.  ' 
Ift-Chaq-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  leave  to  remind  the  right  Ki- 
^itt.  noorabte  gentleman,  that  the  death  of  the  late  Speaker  hav- 
ing added' to  the  difficulties  under  which  they  laboured^  iU 
Houfe  had  thought  proper  to  afil:  upon  the  neceffity  of  tW( 
cafe,  and  chufe  a  new  Speaker,  without  waiting  for  the  Royi)^ 
.  pleafure  to  be  fignified  on  that  point.     With  regard  to  ^ 
right  honourable  gentleman's  queflion,  why  it  had  been  ft 
to  adopt  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution  in  one  caie,  and  to:^ 
abandon  it  in  the  other?  the  reafon  was  obvious;  in  thei)iilf'^i 
cafe,  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution  applied,  and  in  the 
other  it  did  not  apply.    The  Convention  Parlianient  ha^  ■ 
agreed  to  addrefs  the  Prince  of  Orange  to   become  KingJ^ ' 
Why  ?  Becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  the  throne  was  vacant.  They 
could  not  now  addrefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon  him 
the  Regency,  hecatife  the  law  knew  no  fuch  thing  as  a  Re- 
gent, and  becaufe  the  throne  was  full,  the  King  Hill  livingr 
and  having  a  right  to  retain  his  crown  as  long  as  he  exiftdl* 
The  bufinefs  which  they  had  to  execute,  therefore,  was  to 
appoint  a  perfon  to  exefcife  a  portion  of  the  Royal  authority 
diffingHis  Majefty's  incapacity,  and  that  appointment  could 
only  be  made  by  adt  of  Parliament. 
Colontl         Colonel  North  remarked  that,  doubtlefs,  it  was  repugnant 
North,     to  his  feelings  and  his  wifhes,  that  the  Speaker  (hould  pre- 
fent  himfelf  to  the  Commiffioners  in  the  commiffion  ordered 
to  be  iflued,  becaufe   he  could  not  confent  that  he  (hould 
humble  himfelf  before  perfons  of  their  own  rank  and  ftation; 
but,  if  the  Parliament  were  to  have  been  opened   by  a  per- 
fon reprefenting  His  Majefty,  he  fliould  have  thought  dif- 
ferently. 
•  The  The  Speaker  obferved,   tliat  he  feared  that  he  had  not  made 

Speaker,  himfelf  clearly  underflood  by  the  honourable  gentleman; 
and  then  he  explained  the  three  things  which  it  had  been 
cuftomary  for  a  new  Speaker  to  do  at  the  beginning  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  two  of  them  which  it  was  ufual  for  a 
Speaker  to  do,  if  chofen  in  the  middle  of  a  Parliament. ' 
^-  Mr. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  having  premifed  that  he  underftood  MrChan- 
dnt  he  underftood  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Speaker  cellorPitt 
to  conform  to  the  precedent  of  the  Revolution,  added,  that 
atdbat  time  the  Convention  Parliament  had  chofen  a  Speaker^ 
aipjl  when  King  William  was  afterwards  feated  on  the  Throne, 
^g/X  Speaker  was  not  prefented  to  the  King.    That  was  the  - 
ent  which,  he  conceived,  the  prefent  Speaker  would 


[low ;  and  that,  confequently,  he  would  neither  be  prefented 
^1  the  Commif&ooers,  nor  claim  the  right  and  privileges  of 
1^  Hpufe,  •  which  had  been  alreadv  claimed  of  His  Majeft  j^ 
nor  a(k  for  indulgence  in  favour  of  whatfoever  he  might  have 
dccafion  to  flate  in  Parliament. 

'Mr. -Anftruther  having  defired  to  know  what  meafuiewas 
not  to  follow } 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  'anfwered,  that  he  hoped  the  two  Mr.Chan- 
^bnfes  would  mqet  early  this  day,  that  they  might  carry  ccUorPitu 
lip  the  refolution  to  the  conference  foon,  and  having  the 
^  ooinmiffion  ready  fealed,  might  open  the  Parliament  forth* 
'  ^llith,  and  as  foon  as  they  had  done  fo,  and  were  returned  to 
dut  Houfe,  he  fhould  immediately  move  for  the  refolutioos 
tbich  they  had  voted,  to  be  read,  and  then  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  appointing  a  Regent,  founded  on  thofe 
lefoltttions* 

The  queiflion  of  adjournment  was  at  lengtb^ut,  and  the 
]9oufe  rofe. 
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'''HE  Houfc  being  met,  a  meiTage  was  delivered  by  Sir 
^ncis  Molyneux,  the  Gentleman  Uiher  of  the  Black  Rod^ 
Uch  was  as  follows : 

**  Mr.  Speaker, 

^*  The  Lords,  authorized  by  virtue  of  His  Majcfty's  com» 
million,  defire  the  immediate  attendance  of  this  honour^* 
able  Houfe  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers^  to  hear  the  commiiEon 
read/* 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to 
ff  Houfe  of  Peers ;  and,  being  returned,  informed  the 
xife,  that  he  had  procured  a  copy  of  the  ijpeech  delivered 
Earl  Bathurft,  one  of  the  Lords  Commif&oners,  on  open- 
ly the  Parliament,  which  he  immediately  read  as  follows  t 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"*  IN  purfuan'ce  of  the  authority  ^ivett  lis  by  HisMaiefty** 
vmmi^on,  under  the  great  feal,  wKicb  Viajs  i\o^  >a^w. 
'OX.  XXV,  3  A  tt,^^^ 
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<*  read,  amongft  other  thiags,  to  declare  the  caufes  of  your 
**  prefcnt  meeting,  we  have  only  to  call  your  attention  to 
*'  the  fnelaiichoiy  circumftance  or  His  Majelty's  illnefs^  w 
*'.  confequcnce  of  which  it  becomes  neceflary  to  provide  for 
"  the  carer  of  His  Majefty^s  Reyai  perfon,  and  for  the  adroi« 
**  ftration  of  the  Royal  autliority,  during  the  continaancQ 
*^  of  this  calamity,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the 
"  cafe  appears  to  require." 

The  ftanding  orders  were  moved  and  read,  as  ufual,  at  the 
commencement  of  a  feffion,  and  the  votes  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  ^ 

The  bill  for  preventing  clandeftine  outlawries  was  read  a 
firft  and  fecond  time. 
Mr.Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  P/// nov^  rifmg,  begged  leave  to  remind 
icllorPiit.  the  Houfe,  that  the  caufes  of  the  opening   the  Parliament 
having  been  mentioned,  and  the  meafures  whicJi  were  intended  1 
to  be  brought  forward,  having  been  entered  into,  andmiicli  - 
difcuffed,  it  was'not  neceflary  at  prefent  for  them  to  do  more 
than  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
care  of  His  Majefty's  Royal  pertwn,  and  for  the  admrniftra* 
lion  of  the  Royal  authorii  y,  during  His  Majefly^s  illnefs* 

The  motion  being  immediately  put,  it  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered,  nemine  conttadicenie, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  d)fc 
*'  care  of  His  Ma;efty'*s  Royal  per fon,  and  for  the  admini-  ' 
"  ftration   of  the  Royal  authority,  during  the  continuance  ' 
"  of  His  Majefty's  illnels ;  and  that  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the.  ; 
"  Exchequer,  Mr.*  Secretary  at  War,    the  Mafter  of  the  ] 
^*  Rolls,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  the  •" 
**  Marquis  of   Worceftcr,    the    Marquis  of  Graham,  Mf. 
**  Edward  James  Elliot,   Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  the  £ari. 
"  of  Mornington,  Lord  Belgrave,   Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  /^tlft^ 
*^  man  Walfon,    Lord  Mulgrave,    the  Farl  of  Courtown, 
^'  and  Mr.  Comptroller  of  the  Houfehold,  do  prepare  and  " 
"  bring  in  the  fame," 

The  Houfe  adjourned.  j 

IVccinefday^  ^th  of  Fcbruarym^  ^         j 

Ml  .Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  informed  the  Houfe,    that  the  NH 

celior  Pitt  foi  leave  to  bring  in  which  he  had  moved  on  the  preceding 

day,  and  received  their  direflions  accordingly,  wasnotqviK 

completed  by  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  draw  it  up,  but 

that  he  hoped  to  beabieto  bring  it  in  upon  the  morrow ;aiA  ' 

fliould  it  be  then  read  a  firft  time,  to  have  it  read -a  fecond 

time  on  Friday,  in  which  cafe  they  might  go  iiuo  the  Com* 

mittee  upon  it  on  Saturday. 

Lord  Lord  Misiilandy  under  l\\t  '\de;i  ihat  this,  as  that  flap  ^ 

Uidand,  thebufwei's  would  probabW  tuw  \£ao\w^x\\v^«A>i«fc  wsfe 

*        4  .  -     tsie^ 
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not  be  able  to  get  through  the  claufes  by  midnight, 

id  to  going  into  the  Committee  on  Saturday. 

Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  it  was  not  needful  that      Mr. 

ufe  fhould  continue  fitting  in  a  Committee  after  twelve  Chancel- 

:  next  Saturday  night,  aR  they  might  by  that  time,  af-  *^^  ^"^' 

^ing  proceeded  through  feveral  of  the  claufes,  report 

(S)    and  refume  the  conftderation  of  the  remaining 

:  of  the  bill  in  a  refumed  Committee  upon  the  enfuing 

;  Houfe  adjourned* 

Thurfday^   yb  of  Fibruary. 

Chancellor  Pitt  brought  in  the  bill,  **  To  provide  for 
care  of  His  Majefty's  Royal  perfon,  and  for  the  ad- 
rftration  of  the  Royal  authoriry  during  the  continuance 
iis  Majefty's  illnefs." 

.  P^tt' ji  delifed  to  know,  before  that  or  any  other  bill  Mr. 
sid  a  firft  time,  whether  the  commiflion,  under  the  au-  Powyr. 
y  of  which  they  fat  as  a  Parliament,  had  expired  or 
>r,  in  other  words,  whether  the  Commiffioners  were 
offuioy  or  ftilJ  poflefled  their  powers,  and  whether 
;r  commiiTion  would  not  be  neceflary  to  give  the  Royal 
to  any  bill  which  the  two  Houfes  might  think  proper 
is*  » 

e  Attorney  General  contended  that  tlie  commifllon,  un-  Attorney 
e^iuthority  of  which  the  Pailiament  was  opened,  was  ^c»«"J. 
1  full  force.     That  commiflion  contained  words  giving 
-s  fo  broad,  that  it  was  apprehended  by  fome  perfons, 
hey  would  authori:^;  the  giving  tlie Royal  aflent  to  any 
hich  mie[ht  pafs;    but,   other   perfons,  who  grounded 
>pinions  on  the  conduct  of  Lord  Hardwicke  in  i''54, 
ht  differently.     In  17^4,  Lord  Hardwicke  had  put  the 
feal  to  a  commiflion  for  opening   the  Parliament,  and 
ibfequent  commiffion,  when  it  was  neceffary,  to  give 
oyal  aflent  to  a  naturalization  bill,  tlie  only  bill  which 
in   that  Parliament,  the   Royal  aflent  to  which  was 
under  the  joint  authority  of  both  commiflioris.     On 
ccaTion,  however,  the  Attorney  General   added,  that 
jgedto  have  it  underftood,  that  he  had  merely  delivered 
ntiments  of  an   individual,  and  he  wjflied  that  others 
\  favour  the  Houfe  with  their  opinions  on  the  fubjedl. 
\  Sheridan  \\7i\\x)Q^   remarked  that  it  was  cufl^omary  for  Air.  Shr 
mihiflions  of  the  kind  to  contnin  words,  giving  n  power      ridanr 
e  Commiflioncrs  to  adjourn  and   prorogue  Parliament, 
,  that  it  appeared  rather  extraordinary  that  thole  words 
left  out  of  the  prefent  commiflion. 

le  Attorney  General  anfwered,  that  if  t^e  honour  Able  ^^x\-  ^x^^xtk 
hr  would  coni'ult  the  rolls   of  Parliament,  \\e  ^ovA^^^'c^^^ 
J  A  2  i\vv\y 
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find,  that)  at  difiereht  times,  different  commiffions  had  been 
'  iffued  for  opening  Pailiament.     At  one  time,  fuch  comniif- 

fions  farnimed  powers  for  giving  the  Royal  aflent  to  bilh; 
at  others,  they  imparted   powers  to  prorogue  ^d  adjonrny 
and  at  others,  the  powers  granted  were  merely  thofe  of  lopen* 
ing  Parliament,  and  continuing   it  open.     On  the  preient 
occafion,  it  was  only  thought  neceffary  to  gite  powers  to 
open  the  Parliament,  and  fo  to  continue  it. 
Mr.  An-      Mr.  Jrifirutherhzving  obferved  that  he  admitted  that  tba 
ftnithcr.  commiilion  was  good,  if  not  liable  to   any  other  objediooy 
whether  it  contained  powers  general,  or  powers  limited,  or 
fpccific,  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  the  argo- 
ment  had  generally  run,  in  the  courfeof  the  debates,   that  a 
commiffion  was  to  iffue,  authorizing  Comibiflioners  to  giw 
.  the  Royal  affent  only  to  the  Regency  bilK     If  no  new  com* 
,  miffion  iffued,  he  conceived,  under  the  general  words  of  tW 
commiffion. laft  ifTued,  that  the  Commiffioners  were  iefttO'  • 
exercife  their  difcretion,   and  give  cither  the  Royal  aflent  or  . 
diffent  to  the  bill. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  ^'  That  the  bill  be  now  read  > 
•  **  firft  time."  It  was  read  accordingly.;  and  the  breviateof 
its  contents  being  handed  to  the  Chair,  the  Speaker  proceeded  : 
to  read  it.  The  breviate  dated,  that  the  bill  authorized 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  exercife  all  the 
Royal  prerogatives,  and  to  tranfaft  every  ad^  of  Government 
during  His  Majefty's  illnefs,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  His  Majefty,  in  the  fame  manner  as  His  Majefty  couU 
have  exercifed  the  fame,  fubjedt  only  to  fuch  limitations  and 
reftriflions  as  were  therein  after  provided.  It  then  ftatedthe 
ieveral  limitations  and  reftriftions  fpecifically  ;  and  that  it 
contained  claufes,  invefting  the  care  of  the  King's  perfon 
with  Her  Majefty,  and  adding  a  council  of  advice  for  the  aid 
and  affiftance  of  Her  Majefty.  Itftated,  that  the  faid  coufr 
cil  was  to  be  invcfted  with  peculiar  powers.  It  ftatcdalftn 
that  there  were  claufes  in  the  billj  providing  for  the  refump* 
tion  of  the  Royal  authority  in  the  perfon  of  His  Majefty 
in  cafe  of  his  recovery  ;  fignifying,  that  by  advice  of  the 
Queen*s  council,  and  until  His  Majtfty's  iffuing  his  Royal 
proclamation,  he  (hould  be  empowered  to  refume  the  fame; 
and  it  contained  various  other  claufes, 
Mr.^urke  Mr.  Burke  remarked,  that  the  bill  appeared  to  contain  lb 
many  claufes,  and  fome  of  them  of  the  moft  ferious  import- 
ance, that  he  hoped,  anxious  as  they  all  were  for  every  pof- 
fible  difpatch  of  the  hufinef?,  and  the  reftoration  of  tlie  Go- 
vernment, that  due  time  would  be  allowed  for  the  fiiir  and 
r/eii7>erate  difcuffion  of  the  various  claufes.  The  bill  was^  a 
hill  to  make  many  Kings^  >n\\\c\\  o^  \V^«iVi  m^-^^  ^  nutter  that 
deferved  very  nice  alUuUon  v  Vi^x.  xV.^Oi^Mfe  vaL\W\\x««|,Vw^ 
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lljjefty  to  Fefiimt  the  cxercife  of  the  Royal  authority,  on 
i^fuggcftion  of  the  Queen's^councily  proceeded  on  an  idea 
»4{afaur,  fo  wild,  and  abfurd,  and  was  at  the  (ame  time  fo 
Ifr  to  the  Houfe,  having  never  been  once  hinted  at  in  de- 
ttiw  that  it  demanded  a  mofl  jealous  confideratibn* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Piit  faid,  that  he  wiflicd  exceedingly  that  Mr.Chaa 
ffitkraen  would  not  go  into  any  debate  upon  the  bill,  be*  cellor  Pa 
ore  they  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  and  underflanding 
L  The  bill  would,  he  learnt*  be  printed  by  the  next  day, 
II  time  for  its  delivery  before  the  Houfe  met.  When  gentle- 
nm  bad  the  bill,  therefore,  to  perufe,  they  would  be  better 
Metodifcufs  its  contentji,  than  they  would  be  from  merdy 
buing  the  hreviate  of  the  bill  read,  which  containing  only 
Igeneral  fummary  of  its  feveral  claufes,  could  not  give  them 
Ibiolear  an  idea  of  tbe  objefb  and  provifion  of  its  claufes,  as 
key  would  receive  from  examining  its  detail.  Ifthefafl 
nra^  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  Aated,  that 
beprovifion  for  His  Majefty^s  refumption  of  his  Royal 
Bthority  was  unfair,  wild,  and  abfurd,  as  the  right  honour* 
bfe  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  pronounce  it,  before 
e  had  read  the  claufe,  the  whole  extent  of  the  proceeding 
l^n  that  conviAion  would  be  for  the  Houfe  to  decide,  whe- 
lier  they  could  be  ready  to  go  into  the  Committee  upon  the 
iU  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  the  bill   was  ordered  to  be  Mr.  She- 
iroilght  in  on  the  refolutions  that  it  had   been  voted,  and  "Jan. 
lut  therefore,  if  it  contained  any  new  matter  not  grounde^l 
HI  any  point  included  within  thofe  refolutions,  the  order  of 
:he  Houfe  had  been  departed  from,  and  the  bill  ought  not  to 
»  faflered  to  p  roceed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Piu  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe,  Mr.Cbin 
lliat  if  any  one  of  the  claufes  in  the  bill  under  the  confide-  "''*^'^  ^^ 
ration  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  deemed  improper,  the  Houfe 
would  have  it  in  their  power  to  difpofe  of  it ;  or  if  any  of  its 
daofes  required  amendment,  they  would  have  a  fit  opportu- 
'lity  of  amending  the  fame.  This  he  was  certain  of,  that 
Wever  it  might  ftrike  gentlemen  that  tlie  claufe  was  a  new 
^  which  provided  for  His  Mjjefty*s  refumption  of  his 
loyal  aiithority,  when  it  fhould  pleafe  Heaypn  to  reftorc 
iim  to  his  former  health,  the  principle  of  that  claufe  was 
'ery  far  from  being  novel.  No  gentleman  in  that  Houfe 
oald  objeA  to  the  idea,  that  proper  provifions  ought  to  be 
lade  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  refume  his  authority,  when 
e  (hould  recover.  It  had  been  a  principle  much  del^ated, 
nd  on  which  there  had  been  no  difFerence  of  opinion,  nor 
^as  it  poffible  that  any  difference  of  opinion  could  fubfifl 
[»  fuch  a  fdbje^Jt.     If,  therefore,  the  claufe  lho\xld^  a.ft'c^ 
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6i(amination,  be  found  inadequate  to  its  obje£)r,  the  HodG^  •] 
would  be  able  to  c6rre£l  its  defe6bs.        \  *t:; 

Mr.Grey.      Mr.  Grey  exprefled  his  full  convidtion  that  there  was  notf. 
a  greater" nor  a  more  ardent  defire  on  one  fide  of  the  Hooiaf ' 
than  on  another,  to  provide  effeQually  that  His  Majeftyi'; 
might  be  enabled  to  refume  his  Royal  authority,  as  foon  at ; 
he  fliould  recover.     Certainly,  all   muft  agrees  that  evef^? 
neceffary  proviflbn  ought  to  be  taken  for  that  puipofe;  biilj 
he  could  not  but  obferve,  that  allowing  His  Majcfty  to  p&^ 
fume  the  exercife  of  the  Royal  authority,  upon  the  advice  oTl 
the  Queen's  council,  and  by  virtue  of  the  Royal  procianuNc  , 
tion  only,  without  the  interpofition  and  cognizance  of  Pai^ 
liament,  did,  upon  the  face  of  it,  appear  to  be  a  moft  novcfi 
and  extraordinary  provifion. 
Mr.Chan-      Mn  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  muft  ftill  contciltf] 
ccllor  Pitt  that  it  was  by  no  means  the  purport  of  the  claufe  in  queftiori 
to  enable  His  Majefty  to   refume  the  exercife  of  the  Koyakj 
authority,  by  virtue  of  ilTuing  his   fingle  proclamation,  riv 
gentlemen  appeared  to  imagine.*   To  remove  the  hnpreiW'i 
which  muft  neceffarily  prevail,  if  fo  ftrange  an  idea  were  foN 
fered  to  go  abroad,  he  woufd  ftiortly,  and,  in  the  abftraA^ 
fiate  the  nature  of  the  provifion  .contained  in  the  claufe  al- 
luded to.     The  claufe  provided,  that  upon  its  appearing  to 
the  Queen?  and  to   the  majority  of  her  council,  tSat  Hif 
Majefty  was  tully  reftored  to  his  health,  and  upon  His  Ma- 
jefty's  requiring  a  Privy  Council  to  be  fummoned,  and  fig- 
nifying  fuch  requifition,  under  his  fign  manual,  to  the  Lord  \ 
Prefident  of  the  Council,  confifting  as  well  of  thofe  who  had' 
been  Members,  as  thofe  who  were  Members,  ufnaHy  fom- 
moned,  ftiould  be  convened,  at  which  His  Majefty  snd  the 
Queen  fliould    be  prefent,  when   His   Majefty's  phyficianl> 
fliould  be  examined,  and  upon  its  appearing  to  the  majority 
of  the  Pfivy  Council  fo  fummoneJ,  that  His  Majefty  wai 
recovered.  His  Maidly  fliould  .  be  authorized  to  refume  the 
exercife  of  his  Royal  authority,    upon  the  iffumg  of  hii 
Royal  proclnm.ition  for  that  purpofe,  figned  not  only  by  hit 
fign  manual,  but  counterfigned  by  the  majority  of  the.fiiid 
Privy  Council,  and  that  Parliament  fliould  he  immediately 
called  togetl^r  to  recognize  and  ratify  the  proceeding. 

The  bill  was  now  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  ihr 
morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday^  6th  February. 

Three  petitions  for  private  bills  were  prefentedi  readiand 
referred. 
Mr.Br.ike      Mr.  Burke  At^\vt\  iVi:xtW\\vv^x.V  v^xvfl?iii^  to  trefpaft 
upon  the  patience  oi  iVie  Vloufe^  ^\vv\ft.>aft^\NttXR^\^i^V^ 
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I  which  would  claim  their  notice,  if  they  confidered 
Mnfelves  authorii'ed  to  proceed  lindcr  the  fan<5tion  of  the 
nuniffion,  which  had  conilituted  them  a  I'arliament,  in 
Icgular  parliamentary  mode,  and  that  was,  the  immediate 
■mption  of  their  proceedings,  in  the  ferious  and  import- 
C.trial  of  Governor  Haftings^  in  Weftminfter  Hall.  The 
faiiig  ^Tuefday,  the  Houfe  well  knew,  was  the  day  to 
hach  the  Houfe  of  Lords  had  adjourned  the  trial,  previous 
^the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  fef- 
aa.  He  had  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
sold  not  have  rifen  without  purfuing  the  fit  means  for  pro- 
iding.  for  the  going  on  of  the  trial  on  fome  future  davs  if 
A  fliould  be  their  intention,  or  of  fignifying  that  they  in- 
inded  to  proceed  on  Tuefday.  If,  however,  that  Houfe 
mcalled  upon  to  proceed  on  the  trial,  on  the  approaching 
'nefday,  they  muft  be  ready  to  go  into  Weftminfter  Hall, 
id  the  Managers  muft,  of  neceffity,  be  prepared  to  come 
rwani  with  another  charge.  He  thought  it  his  duty,  there- 
re^  to  give  notice,  that  when  the  Managers  fliould  be  called 
}  to  proceed,  the  next  charge  which  they  meant  to  go  upon, 
omld  be  that  refpe£ling  the  prefents. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
cond  readmg  of  the  bill,  "  To  provide  for  the  care  of  His 

Majefty^s  Royal  perfon,  and  for  the  adminiftration  of  the 

Royal  authority,  during  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's 

ilhiefs;* 

On  the  Speaker's  putting  the  queftion,  "  that  the  bill  be 

inow  read  a  fecond  time," 

Mr.  Burke  exprefled  his  extreme  furprife  tliat  tlie  bill  ^j^ 
sould  be  proppfed  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  without  gur^e. 
lie  Houfe  having  heard  a  fy liable  as  to  what  the  prin- 
iples  of  the  bill)  when  opened,  and  its  claufes  and  prq^ 
ilions*  He  had  often  known  the  principles  upon  which 
.  J)ill  had  been  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  either  totally 
oft  fight  of  in  the  bill  itfelf,  or  fo  violently  drained  and 
leparted  from  in  the  va:  ious  claufes,  that  fcarcely  a  fingle 
Principle  upon  which  the  Houfe  had  refolved  to  legiflate,  was 
•  be  found  in  the  bill,  or  to  be  found  entire.  It  bf*hoved 
:he  Houfe,  therefore,  at  all  times,  co  watch  great  and  im- 
[K)rtant  bills  narrowly,  and  to  fee  that  they  were  not  deceived 
U13  deluded  ;  and  that  while  they  meant  and  had  refolved  to 
wfs  a  bill  for  one  purpofe,  they  were  not  induced  to  pafs  a 
*ill,  containing  proviiions  to  anfvver  a  very  different  purpofe. 
rhcre  might  poflibly  exift  fome  doubts  as  ;o  the  conftitu- 
ional  and  legal  competency  of  the.charafler  in  which  they 
^cre  then  proceeding  to  aft,  as  a  bra«ich  of  a  perfect  Legifla* 
lire.  In  Argument  and  in  debate,  he  ^nd  others  Wd  v\vdc\v 
^liioncd  the  Ysdidity  of  the  cummiffion,  undcs  xVie  :x\\\\\c\ 
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rity  of  which  Parliament  had  been  opened ;  but»  admittiii| 
for  the  prefent,  that  there  had  been  exercifed  a  competent 
power  to  make  the  Houfes  a  Parliament,  and  enable  them  ti 
do  the  a£t,  upon  which  they  were  proceeding,  they  ou^ 
to  fee  what  the  bill  was,  before  they  went  on  with  it ;  andj 
therefore,  though  he  meant  not  to  debate  tlie  fubje£l  at  large, 
he  (hould  take  tlie  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of  um 
Houfe,  before  they  read  the  bill  a  fecond  time,  to  the  extent 
of  its  providons,  and  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  ths 
refolutions  that  the  two  Houfes  had  come  to,  were  now  at« 
tempted  to  be  made  ufe  of,  and  carried  into  eSk&.    Never 
furely  was  there  a  time,  when  the  people  of  England  and  that 
Houfe  were  fo  called  on  to  fee  what  they  were  doing,  and  to 
examihe,  with  every  pof&ble  degree  of  prudence  and  forefighlf 
the  ferious  and  important  confequences,  to  which  what  they 
were  doing  might  lead.     His  Majefty's  incapacity  to  exer- 
cife  the  Royal  authority,  had  been  eftabliflied  to  the  contic* 
tion  of  the  two  Houfes,  in  a  manner  which  left  all  poffibility 
of  doubt  out  of  the  queilion*     Indeed,  if  the  examinatioai  of 
His  MaJ€  fty's  phyficians  had  not  taken  place,  the  faSt  woaU 
be  too  clear  to  have  admitted  a  difpute,  from  a  great  variety 
of  confequences  neceffrry  to  be  detailed,  becaofe  they  were 
confequences,  which  they  not  only  all  faw,  but  felt.    Thl 
duration  of  His  Majefty's  malady,  the  turns  which  it  might 
take,  the  difguifes  which  it  might  affume,  lay  hidden  in  the 
fecret  recefles  of  the  difpofitions  of  providence.     His  Ma* 
jefty  was  infane,  but  his  malady  was  not  like  that  of  fome 
other  perfons,  who  were  under  confinement  in  hcufes  and 
places  deftined  for  fach  purpofcs,  intermittent,  various,  fub- 
jedil  to  degrees,  lucid  intervals,  and  occafional  vifitationtof 
reafon,  but  his  faculties  were  totally  eclipfed  ;  not  a  partial 
cclipfe,  wanting  fome  digits  of  completion,  but  a  total  and 
entire  eclipfcf.     They  were,  therefore,  to  fupply  the  defefiin 
the  exercile  of  the  Royal  authority.     The  prefent  bill  wai 
indefinite  in  its  duration,  becaufe  that  bold  promifer,  Dft 
Willis  himfelf,  could  not  fix  a  probable  time  for  the  chance 
of  His  Majefty*s  being  cipable  of  recovering  fufficiently  well 
to  be  fit  and  able  to  refume  the  exercife  of  his  Royal  func- 
tions ;  and  as  Dr.  Willis,' in  the  fanguine  temper,  ungovemed 
zeal,  and  impetuous  rafhnefs  of  his  mind»  could  not  take  up- 
on him   to  decide  what  would  prove  the  duration  of  His 
Majefty's  illnefs,  it  was  not  likely  that  phyficians  of  moie 
moderate  minds*  of  cooler  judgements,  and  of  more  fober 
reafon,  fliould  take  upon  them  to  decide  the  duration  of  the 
malady,  which  had  flruck  at  the  Sovereignty  of  the  cinpre, 
and  wounded  all  \\\2X  n^-;xs  Sovereign,  either  in  the  poliucJ 
or  natural  capacity  of  tVveYauiMV^^  \?cv^T\\\^\«'.    No  pc 
riocJ  like  a  mcderaieume^  t\i«^^Q^^»V^>a^^\awv<>R(M^^ 
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the  duration  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs;  the  malady  of  the 
Motiarch,  confequently,  was  fixed  ^o  no  known  definite 
timei  and  at  that  moment  a  bill  was  brought  in,  totally  to 

.feparateand  parcel  out  the  Royal  authority,  fo  as  to  leave 
only -the  chance  of  a  government,  necefTarily  fo  impotent, 
'4110  be  (carce  able  to  iland  at  alL  All  limited  power  was, 
from  its  nature,  fetble;  and  the  circumllance  of  its  being  only 

.  temporary  and  uncertain^  rendered  it  flill  more  deficient  in 

•'tigphr  and  in  efficacy.     The  firft  objefk  of  the  bill  was,  to 

"fiominate  a  pcrfon  to  hold  this  weak,  and  almoft  ufelefs  go- 
Wnment.     The  next  pur pofe  which  it  avowed  its  aim  to 

'^'c8is£t,  was  the  raifing  a  power  in  oppofitiqn  to  that  Royal 
'authority.  Thofi?  who  gave  fuch  powers,  were  clearly  to  be 
.idle  'mafters  of  th^m,  and  there  could  no  doubt  remain,  but 
tWt  the  bill  wasd^awn  with  a  defign  to  anfwer  the  rafh  ends 
of  the.mad  and  daring  ambition  of  a  right  honourable  gentle- 
nan,  whofe  conduct  had  but  too  plainly  manifefled  his  view 
].aiid  his  intentions.    Thus,  there  was  a  partition  of  power, 

tin  which  the  Prince  was  deflined  to  have  no  other  than  an 
official  character,  while  all  the  palaces,  offices,  and  dignities, 

\  were  given  to  another.    This  partition  was  more  odious  and 

'  ^nfive,  than  the  famous  Partition  Treaty,  relative  to  the 

'^fucceifion,  on  the  death  of  the  lafl  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aoftria.  It  was  a  partition  founded  on  the  mod  wicked  and 
jnalicious  principle;  every  thing  that  was  degrading  and  re- 

;*  flridlive,  every  thing  that  flamped  a  fufpicion  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Prince,  and  conveyed  a  gro^safTront  to  His  Royal 
Highnefs,  by  holding  him  out  as  a  perfon  not  to  be  truded, 

'*ai  a  perfon  whom  the  Public!ought  to  fufpeft,  and  were  likely 
to  be  deceived  by,  was  done  by  what  was  withholden  in  the 
bill ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  all  that  was  graceful,  all  that 
wai  honourable,  all  that  was  calculated  to  hold  up  a  charac- 
ter as  great,  virtuous,  and  meritorious,  was  given  where  an 
oppofition  was  fetup,  to  oppofe  and  counteract  the  executive 
government.  The  bill  affefted  to  give  the  Royal  authority, 
.and  tended  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  a  fadion,  againfl  that 

/Authority.  Its  real  objeft  was,  to  defeat  the  preferable  claim 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  Regency,  in  the  very  moment 
that  the  claim,  in  praftice  and  efFedl,  was  found  to  be  irrefifli- 
"tle-;  and  to  fet  up  what  had  been  termed  the  equal  right  of 
a  fubje£t,  as  paramount  to  the  Prince's  right.  Mr.  Burke 
declaimed  upon  the  purport  of  the  bill,  in  the  view  of  which 
lie  chofis  to  confider  it,  and  faid,  that  thedo6^rine  of  divine 

^t^h^  which  liad  been  exploded  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Stuarts, 
was  now  revived  in  favour  of  another  Houfe.  The  prefent 
Minifter,  he  underftood,  had  been  called  an  heaven-born  Mi- 
nlfler,  in  another  place ;  they  might  fairly  fuppofe,  therefojre, 
fbat  be  had  a  divine  righp  to  take  to  htaifcliE  a  Ur«>t  w^nvoti 
Vol.  XXV.  3   B  ^ 
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of  power  and  of  patronage,  than  he  chofe  to  leave  to  the 
Prince  on  tlie  Throne ;.  and,  when  he  faid  the  Prince  oo  the 
Throne,  he  begged  to  be  underftood  as  alluding  to  the  Pxindf 
of  Wqles,  lirting  on  the  1  hrone  in  his  delegated  charaAeri 
oh  the  behalf,  in  the  name,  and  as  the  reprefentative  of  bii 
fother*     But,  if  the  Minifter  was  alread  v  declared  by  one  Of 
his  fanaticsf  to  be  an  heaven-born  Minifter,  he  did  not  wbri* 
d«r  at  his  confiJering  himfelf  as  a£ting  under  the  influene  of 
a  divine  right,  and  that  he  fhould  go  any  lengths  to  fecuro 
the  povrer  at  which  he  aimed.     By  the  prefent  bill,  all  tiie 
powers  of  diftributing  honours,  and  every  charity,  were  d^ 
nied  the  Regent.     There  were  employed  by  the  houfehold, 
painters,  architefls,  hiiloricgraphers,  and  many  other  artifts 
and  artificers  of  different  degrees,  ranks,  orders,  and  defciip- 
tions,  to  reward  whom,  the  Prince  was  deprived  of  every  p<Jf- 
fible  opportunity.     He  was  left  without  a  table,  without  any 
provifion,  which  refembled  tiie  fhadow  of  royalty,  farther 
than  what  he  had  enjoyed  as  Prince  of  Wales  from  His  Mi- 
jefly*s  pergonal  bounty.     Mr.  Burke  added,   that  although 
he  trufted  that  he  honoured  Her  Majefly  as  much  a«  any 
other  fubje<£l,  he  did  not  think  that  (he  ought  to  have  that    \ 
patronage.     She  might  be  nominated  to  hold  it,  but  he  was 
confident  that  the  exercife  of  it  would  devolve  into  other, 
hands.     The  bill  was  calculated  to  eclipfe  the  Royal  dignitji 
and  to  reduce  the  Regent  to  an  official  charaAer,  which  was  . 
a  fcandal  to  the  nation,  and  the  more  fo,  as  cominj;  fonn    ; 
thofe  who  were  thought  men  of  honour  ;  and,  therefore,  he 
fhould  confider  it  as  a  wicked,  bafe,  and  unjufl  aAion,  not    j 
more  degrading  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  than  difgracefal  to    | 
the  perpetrators.    In  confequence  of  the  bill,  refponfibility 
was  given  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  faddled  by  hat- 
ing all  the  onerous  duties  of  government  impofed  on  himy 
without  having  any^  grateful  powers  to  counterbalance  the 
burthen,  while  the  dignity,  fplendor,  and  real  diflribution  of 
emoluments,  were  given  to  the  Minifler.     The  bill  meant 
not  only  to  degrade  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but  the  whole 
Houfe  of  Brunl'wick,  who  were  to  be  outlawed,  excdratiani* 
cated,  and  attainted,  as  having  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  .country  !  Gentlemen  might  fmile.as  they 
pleafed  at  this  doctrine,,  but  the  conduct  01  the  other  fide  or 
the  Houfe  was  reprehenfible,  degrading  the  Royal  Familyi 
fowing  the  feeds  of  future  diftradtions  and  difuniou  in  that 
family,  and  verging  to  treafons,  for  which  the  juftioe  of  d«tr 
country  would  one  day  overtake  them,,  and  b^g  diem  it 

trial. 
Mn  Burke  was  iiuerrupted  by  a  general  cry  from  (he  othol 

£dc  of  the  Houfci  of  w  Oite  \  o\dRi:  V 
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'.  Mr.  Chancellor  PUt  obfervcd,  that  notwithftanding  that  Mr. 
fhe  right  honourable  gentleman  chofe  to  indulge  himfelf  with  Chance 
idtreift  attack  upon  nim,  in  the  ftyleof  invc£livein  which  ^^''  ^*'^ 
ilf  wasaccuftomed  to  deliver  himfelt  in  that  Houfe,  he  fel- 
4tfn,  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  interrrupt  the  right  !io- 
npurable  gentleman,  and  call  him  to  order,  or  indeed  to 
m^ke  him  any  anfwer,  becaufe  his  fpeeches,  from  their  ex- 
Jroordirary  fiyle,  and  the  peculiarly  violent  tone  of  warmth 
and  of  pai&on  wrh  which  they  were  geneially  delivered,  fei- 
dom  failed  to  give  that  impreflion,  which  thofe  to  whom 
they  were  direded  wifhed  them  to  give;  but,  when  the 
aAs  of  th^  Houfe  were  called  in  queHion,  and  a  bill  avow- 
edly founded  on  principles  which  the  Houf^  had  fanAioned 
by  voting  them,  after  much  diicuflion  and  debate,. in  tins 
ferm  of  dilUn£l  refolution*'*  was  reprefented  as  amounting 
to  the  outlawing,  excommunicating,  and  attainting  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  ;  and  the  HouFe  was  toiddiAinfl* 
It  and  unequivocally,  that  they  were  proceeding  to  a<fl 
tieafons^  for  which  at  a  future  day  it  would  be  overtaken  by 
ihe  juftice  of  their  country,  and  brought  to  trial,  he  did 
hope  that  the  Houfe  would  interpofe  its  authority,  and  when 
Xuch  a  violent  breach,  not  only  of  o  der,  but  of  common  de- 
cency) was  committed,  that  it  would  obl>ge  genlemen  to 
idlrain  their  violence,  and  not  under  the  pretence  of  paflion, 
fuSer  themfelvesto  be  betrayed  into  fuch  irregular,  diforderly, 
yid  unfeeming  condufl. 

Ml*  Gamon  rofe   likewife,  declaredly  to  fpeak  to  order;     Mr. 
butt  proceeding  to  mention  that  the  light  honourable  gen-  GamoR. 
deman  had  taken  the  liberty  of  alluding  to  an  expreflion 
made  in  another  Houfe  of  Parliament  by  a  noble  Duke,  to 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  be  related,  he  was  interrupted 
by 

•  The  Speaker^  who  informed  the  honourable  gentleman,      '^^^ 
that  if  he  rofe  to  obje6l  to  any  particular  part  of  the  right     T"***'* 
l^onourable  gentleman*s  fpeech^  he  fhould  have  interrupted 
himj  and  made  his  obje£^ion  when  the  expreffion  that  he 
meant  to  call  in  queilion  had  fallen  from  him. 

Mr.  Burke  again  riiingt  obferved,  that  whenever  he  ufcd  Mr.Burl 
any  words  that  were  diforderly,  he  prefumed  thofe  who 
thought  proper  to  call  him  to  order,  would  flate  what  the 
diforderly  words  were,  as  well  to  convince  the  Houfe  that 
hft  had  been  diforderly,  as  to  enable  him  to  explain  his  mean- 
ing in  a  regular  manner.  With  regard  to  the  charge  of  paf- 
(ion,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  imputed  to 
him,  he  confefled  that  he  had  exprefled  himfelf  with  warmth, 
Driginating  from  a  deep  confideration  of  the  great  importance 
of  the  fubjed,  and  not  from  any  cenfurable  imbecility  of 
'fimpen  So  far  from  it,  it  would  hav^boervc^w^ui^iDX^VEw 
3  B  2  V\m^ 
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him,  or  any  man,  poflefled  of  common  feeling,  to  hav9  re-. 
frained  from  that  indication  of  warmth  and  paffion  tliat  he: 
had  betrayed,  when  talking  of  a  bill,  from  th^  provifions. 
of  whi(::h,  the  whole  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  \irere  expreffly  ei-.. 
eluded.     When  he  faw  that,  under  a  pretence  of  providing 
for  Government,  there  was  a  provifion  made  for  tumulti  - 
diforder,  andf  debility  in  that  Gorernment,  he  felt  4s  a  man^. 
confcious  of  the  fatal  efFefls  of  fuch  confequences,  rauft  feel, 
and  fpoke  warmly  and   paffionately  lipon  the  fuhjefl,  but 
that  warmth,  and  that  paflion,  arofe  from  a  due  fenfe  of  the. 
dreadful  tendency  of  I'uch  a  provilion;  and  when  ought  he  r 
tofpeak  of  it,  but  when  they  were  in  the  aflion  and  in  the 
praflice  of  that  very  game  of  ambition,  of  which  he  had 
complained,  and  to  which  he  imputed  all  the  ferious  and  fa- 
tal' confequences  that  he  had   ftated.      In  confidering  the    ■ 
manner  in  which  that  game  oS  ambition  was  propofed  to  be 
played,  and  the  meafures  that  were  reforted  to,  in  order  to 
render  it  fuccefsful,  and  to  fccure  that  fuccefs,  was  he  not 
to  look  to  the  views,  intentions,  and  defigns  of  thofe,  whofe  . 
cbjeift  it  was  to  win  the  game?  efpecially  when  thofe  ipea- 
fures  were,  to  the  laft  degree,  clear  to  the  Conftitution,  and 
obvioufly  tended  to  aggrandize  certain  individuals,  to  tlw 
definition  of  the  Governnvent  of  the  country.     If,  by  thai 
fort  of  fpeeches  he  ufually  made,  the  ftyle  of  his  argument, 
and  the  warmth  of  his  delivery,  he  ferved  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be 
much  obliged  to  him.     Sure  he  was,  that  he  did  not  meaa 
that  what  he  faid  fhould  further  the  right  honourable  gen^ 
tleman*sobje<£ls,  and  certain  he  likewife  was,  that  the  pur-., 
pofes  of  ambitious  men  were  l>eft  ferved,  by  concealing  d\\ 
inquiry   into  their  fecret  ijiotives  and  intentions,  and  refortr 
ing  to  general  encomiums  on   their   condudV.     He  fhould 
contend,  that,  in  examining  a   bill   that  tended  to  caufe  a 
total  revolution  of  the  fplendor  of  this  country,  to  feparate 
it  from  the  executive  government,  and   to  give  it  to  other 
and  unknown  perfons,  he  had  a  right  to  look  to  the  private 
views  and  fee  ret  motives  of  thofe  who  brought  in.  fuch  X 
bill.     If  he  found  the  whole  objeft  of  fuch  bill,  under  pre- 
tence of  a  compliment  to  the  King,  was  calcula'ted   to  de- 
grade the  Royal  family,  and  merely  to  ferve  the  purpofcsof 
arhbitious  men,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  examine  intOi 
and  queftion  the  purity  of,  the  motives,  defigns,  and  intcn- 
tiorrs  of  its  authors.     I/pon  what  principle,  therefore,  of 
propriety  or  reafdn,  or  common  fenfe,  had  gentlemen  deeQi«l 
9n  argument,  founded  in  fuch  a  purpofe  as Jie  had  explained, 
ff  fit  iiiftje6k  for  laughter  ?  Such  laughter,  and  fo  applied,  was 
worfe  than  madnefs  itfelf,  and  tsvote\\oxt\\A^  \\^^^  the  fenfe-- 
hfs  livings  of  the  uufoilun^^tt  \NieXc\vt^viVtf^^t\^^Je«i;i5^', 
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9  their  cells.  Mr.  Burke  declared  that  he  had  not  ra(hly 
ior*weakly  fufiered  his  reafoiiing  on  fuch  a  fubjeA  to  hurry 
lim  into  warmth,  and  contended,  that  nothing  he  had  faid 
m  d^fcrving  of  laoehter  or  of  ridicule.  When  the  Houfc 
uri  formed  themfelves  into  a  Committee,  he  fhould,  he  hoped, 
[hew  that  he  was  able  to  fpeak  with  temper,  and  prove,  to 
tIiBConvi£lion  of  prejudice  itfelf,  that  the  arguments  he  had, 
before  he  was  interrupted,  only  loofely  and  generally  thrown 
out,  were  founded  in  truth  and  ferioufneis,  and  well  worthy 
the  folemn  attention  of  every  man  in  the  country.  At  pre- 
fent,  he  would  only  (hew  the  effefls  of  the  bill  collaterally. 
Mr.  Burke  then  proceeded  to  touch  on  fome  of  the  provi- 
fions  in  the  bill,  which  were,  he  remarked,  fo  far  new  to 
the  Houfe,  that  they  had  neither  been  exprefled  in  any  of  the 
tefolutions,  nor  opened  or  flatecl  in  debate.  One  of  the 
Erft  points  of  this  fort  that  he  alluded  to,  was  the  privy 
aurfe  of  His  Majefty,  which,  from  36,0001.  a  year,  had 
3fen  increaied,  firil  to  48,000!.  and  had  at  length  1  welled  up 
to6o,OOol.  a  year.  That,  of  which  they  had  hitherto  heard 
nothing,  wa^  by  the  bill  to  be  withholden  from  the  Prince 
rf  Wales,  who  was  to  have  no  privy  purfe;  fo  that  by  the 
bill  thiry  would  feparate  from  him  the  tabic,  honour,  and 
hofpitality  belongiitg  to  Royalty,  and  were  going,  for  what 
they  knew,  to  create  a  fund  for  bribing  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  entrufting  the  Q^ieen  with  tlie  cate  and  application 
of  ixich  an  enormous  fum  of  money.  They  gave  fuch  a  large 
fum  not  for  what  the  King  would  have  done,  virere  he  well 
and  in  health,  but  for  Her  Majefty'sgucfling  what  the  King 
ikould  have  wifhed  to  have  done,  were  he  well;  while  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  Regent,  was  neither  fufFered  to  aft  libe- 
rally for  hinifelf,  nor  to  think  what  his  Royal  father  would 
have  had  tranfafted.  They  had  heard  of  the  Queen's  girdle, 
the'  Queen's  Hioes,  the  Queen's  mantle,  and  oriier  pjrts  of 
her p'erfonal  attire,  as  heads  of  cxpence  under  the  civil  lift, 
but  they  had  never  before  heard  of  the  Queen's  having  an 
enormous  fuip  allowed  her  for  gueffing  what  the  King  would 
have  done,  had  he  not  been  inlane.  The  Queen  might  be 
larded  as  the  King's  truftee  for  accumulation,  or  his  truftee 
for  diftributing  it  to  no  perfon  knew  who.  The  fum  might 
be  given  away  in  penfions  to  fupport  the  faftion,  and  in 
bribes  to  the  Members  of  that  Houfe.  The  privy  purfe  in 
^iis  Majefty's  hands  had  been  refpbnfibly  placed  ;  according 
0  the  bill,  it  was  to  be  entrufted  where  there  was  no  re- 
(wnfibility  whatever;  and,  if  the  bill  fhould  pafs  that 
ioufe,  it  would  manifeft  that  they  were  refolved  not  to 
bate  a  (hilling  of  the  money,  about  the  very  difpofition  of 
rhich  they  dul  not  know^  nor  exprefs  any  defvYex.oVXvo^w^'aL 
ngh  fjrJIabk.    Mr.  Burke  aext  adverted  to  x\vU  ^^\x.  ^'^ 
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the  bill  which  comprehended  the  proyidons  for  the  cace  of 
tlie  King's  perfon,  from  which  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  ob^. 
ferved>  was  expreffly  excluded.     Perhaps,  he  faid,  that  eiM 
clufion  was  proper;  but  why  were  the  Duke  of  York,  an^ 
the  Dukes  of  Cumberland,  oJFGIoucefter,  and  the  reft  <^  the 
Royal  family,  excluded  }  Was  he  to  be  laughed  at,  f.>r  fat** 
ing  that  fuch  a  general  exclufion  upon  the  face  of  it  appeared 
as  if  the  whole  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  were  outlawed,  •xcoof- 
mnnicated,  and  attainted  of  high  treafon  r    Had  the  reft  «^> 
the  family  no  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  the  King's  per^, 
ion  ?  Had  they  exprefled  that  they  had  no  with  for  his  reco%- 
very  ?  His  Majefty*s  perfon,  and  His  Majefty's  money,  wha|r|] 
fecurity  was  there  tor  either  ?  The  language  of  the  bill  clearfy/^ 
was,  <<  Oh  !  keep  the  Prince  from  both,  and  let  them  lie  alt 
<<  the  mercy  and  the  will  of  the  kites  and  the  crows  of  thtfr 
•^  air  P*    Tliere  feemed  to  be  no  other  difqualification  fof . 
coming  near  the  Royal  perfon,  and  having  any  fhare  in  tbt 
care  and  guardianfliip  of  the  perfonal  property  of  the  Kiof^r 
but  the  having  fprung  from  his  Royal  loins.     His  MajeftyVi 
money  and  jewels  feemed  to  be  made  the  confideration  ofthresf' 
objeAs,  firft  to  coniider  what  they  were,  next  where  they, 
were,  and  laftly  in  whofe  hands  they  were  fo  be  intrtifted;- 
and  in  the  latter  confideration,  the  Duke  of  York,  theKingV 
affedlionate  and  dutiful  fon>  his  loving  brothers  the  Dnkei 
of  Gloucefter  and  Cumberland,  and  his  other  fons,  Princt 
William  Henry  and  Prince  Frederick,  were  expreffly  exclpd- 
cd,  and  deemed  unworthy  of  any  (hare  of  that  truft  in  whick 
they  had,  undoubtedly,  the  firft  intereft  and  the  deepeftcoiH 
cern.     How  did  they  know  hut  fo  large  a  fum  as  the  amoont 
of  the  King's  privy  purfe,  which  His  Majefty,  had  he  been 
fane,  might  have  confented  to  reduce  to  its  former  amount^ 
in  alleviation,  of  his  over-burthened  civil  lift,  and  to  prevent 
its  being  again  brought  to  Parliament  for  an  additional  ift- 
creafe,  was  intended  to  be  given  to  jobbers,  and  monied  iitoh  ^ 
to  bribe  them  to  adhere  to  the  fadlion  fet  up  in  oppofition,  and    \ 
as  a  place  of  arms  againft  the  executive  Government  ?    Was    j 
he,  then,  to  be  laughed  at,  for  faying,  that  by  the  bill,  ths    l 
Houfeof  Brunfwick  were  excluded,  profcribed,  and  attaint- 
ed? The  next  part  of  the  bill  which  ftruck  him  as  moft  ex- 
traordinary and  highly  ohje£tionable,  was  that  claufe  which 
gave  the  Queen's  council  the  power  to  pronounce  His  Ma- 
jefty recovercJ,  and  reftore  His  Majefty  to  his  Govemmenti 
An  exclamation  of  Hear !  Hear !  coming  from  the  other  fids 
of  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  gentlemen  aded  wifely  in 
endeavouring  to  prevent  what  would  follow  from  being  h«ir4 
but  he^ would  repeat  the . expreffion.    The  powers  givenis 
the  Queen's  council  to  ptowowTxca  H\%  'NVi^^?w  tftcotewit 
9nd  reftore  him  to  ihc  e«rcvfe  q£  >\\s^ci^A^x3«wsi\v:\^iRW 
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Ktraordlnary.  The  daufe  did  not  even  fpecify  of  what 
r  of  the  Queen's  council  thofe  gifted  with  fo  extraor** 
a  power  were  to  confiil.  That  wa5&  to  be  provided 
the  fining  up  of  a  blank.  Parliament  had  been  deemed 
tent  to  dethrone  a  Sovereign ;  but,  wlien  they  came 
return  of  a  King,  to  the  exercife  of  his  Royal  func* 
the  whole  power  was  given  to  a  council,  to  confifl  of 
Ton  knew  who.  Mr.  Burke  declared,  he  would,  for 
rfenty  touch  but  on  fome  few  of  the  heads  of  that  mon- 
nd  this  as  fhortly  as  poflible.  They  had  declared  the 
ncapable  of  exercifing;  his  Royal  authority,  after  a  full 
lemn  examination  of  His  Majefty's  phyiicians,  but, 
sr  he  was  to  be  deemed  capable  of  refuming  the  exercife 
Royal  authority,  or  not,  was  not  to  depend  on  any 
ution  had  by  them.  Before  His  Majefty  had  been 
id  incapable  by  Parliament,  and  before  they  had  aAed 
t  decbration  of  incapacity,  His  Majefty*s  phyficians 
dergonc  four  feparate,  folemii,  and  fcrupulous  exami- 
s;  One  btffore  the  Privy  Council,  two  before  that 
t  and  one  upon  oath  before  the  other  Houfe.  Thus 
nent  ha.iexerciled  all  its  own  powers  of  inveftigation, 
peradded  thofe  of  another  of  great  authority.  Why 
ere  not  to  be  at  leaft  as  fcrupulous  an  examination  of 
ajefty's  health,  when  a  motion  of  fo  much  importance 
lefuming  his  authority  was  to  be  decided  t  Out  of  per- 
lelicacy  and  refpetSl,  the  Houfe  had  proceeded  carefully 
(Dine  into  and  afcertain  the  fadl  of  His  Majefty's  inca- 
I  before  they  grounded  any  proceeding  upon  it;  aid 
iefs  important,  lefs  necelTary,  when  the  queilion  was, 
er  the  country  was  to  be  governed  by  a  perfon  in  his 
or  not,  that  the  fa6l  (hould  be  at  lead  as  correctly 
lined  with  refpeft  to  His  Majefty's  recovery  ?  As:  the 
K>d^  until  Her  Majefty  (hould  think  fit  to  adort  that 
ng  was  well,  the  people  were  not  to  know  it.  If  the 
:il  wetc  minifterial,  and  if  His  Majefty  were  well 
li  to  fit  in  a  chair  at  the  head  of  that  Council,  the  bill 
ed  that  he  fhould  be  declared  capable.  This  was  put- 
ie  whole  power  of  changing  the  Goveinment  into  the 
of  Dr.  Willis  and  his  keepers.  A  perfon  who  had  been 
,  might,  he  contended,  befo  fubdued  by  coercion  and 
y,  as  to  be  capable  of  being  prevailed  on  to  a£t  the 
ippointed  him,  of  appearing  for  a  Ihort  period  to  have 
red  his  intelle£ls.  He  maintained  the  difficulty  of 
If  a*  man  to  fwear,  that  a  perfon  who  had  loft  his  uii,- 
idine,  was  reftored  and  in  bis  fenfes,  compared  with 
e  of  procuring  a  man,  from  the  conduct  and  conver- 
of  another,  to  fwear  that  he  was  out  of  his  fenfes.  He 
the  utter  unpoiJibiUty  of  bringing  ix  lo  proof>  v4\ve.Vv^t 
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a  perfon  who  had  been   iiifane,   was  perfeSly  recovered  or 
not.     What  was  likely  lobe  the  natural  condufl:  of  a  perfoa 
fo  happily  reftored  ?  Undoubtedly,  his  firft  objedl  would  be 
to  revive  thofe  domeftic  feelings,  deareft  to  the  human  heart! 
Were  the  King  to  recover,  and  had   it  in  his  power,  would 
he  not,    on  the  redoration  of  his  intelleflst  firft  call  his 
deareft  fon  the  Prince  of  Wales  into  his  prefence  ?  Would  hjB 
not  next  afk  for  his  next  fon  the  t)uke  of  York,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Royal  progeny  ?     Did  the  bill  provide  for  this  ?    No. 
The  whole  was  to  be  done  in  a   blind  manner.  In  the  dark| 
and  in  a  way  moft  liable  to  fufplcion,  and  to  queftion.     The 
whole  wa»a  fcheme,  under  the  pretence  of  pronouncing  His 
Majefty  recovered,   to  bring  back  an  infane  King.    Thofe 
who  conceived  that  tlie  proof  of  a  man  having  recovered  bit 
underftandihg,  was  to  depend  on  affidavits  and  entries,  for- 
got that  a  found  King  naturally  courted  public  infpeAiom 
and  was  defirous  of  being  examined,  and  his  recovery  eftab? 
liflied  to  the  conviftion  of  his  fubjeSs.     Mr.  Burke  reitft- 
rated  his  ohjedlions  to  the  bill,  and  laid  great  ftrefs  on  that 
of  the  Houie  of  Brunfwick  being  excluded  from  any  ihan 
of  the  guard ianfliip  of  the  King's  perfon.     He   declared  he 
did  not  fufpeft  the  Queen  of  being  capable  of  adding  impro- 
perly, but,  as  a  public  man,  it  was  his  duty  to  fufped  fitu- 
ations  aud  temptations,  that  might  pervert  the  pureft  mini 
and  draw  it  afiue  from   the  ftraight   path  of  redtitude,  and 
thus  render  Her  Majefty  the  tool  of  ambitious  nien.     He  re- 1 
probated  the  bill  on  account  of  its  malevolent  afped,  in  ex-  ^ 
eluding  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  for   its  malicious  at-  1 
tempt  to  guard  againft  evils  from  a  qujirter,  whence  none  J 
were  expedled  to  come,  and  laying  a  quarter  open,  whence  T 
they  were  moft  to   be  drearled.     1  he  Houfe,  he  faid,  had 
proceeded  ftep  after  ftep,  and  been  led  on  to  do  that,  wliich,   \ 
if  propofcd  altogether,  would,  he  was  perfuaded,  have  been  \ 
rejedJed  by  every  man  of  honour.     Like  Macbeth,  who,  af»  ^ 
ter  having  murdered  Duncan  and  Banquo,  exclaimed,  * 

■ 1  am  in  blood 

Stept  in  fo  far,  that,  fhould  I  wado  no  more, 
Returning  were  as  tedious  as  go  o'er 

they  found  tliemfelves  inclined  to  ptpceed,  from  not  daring 
to  trace  back  their  fteps.  Mr*  Burke  added,  that  lie  thought 
it  neceffary  to  throw  out  thiis  preliminary. feries  of  loofc^^ 
marks,  not  doubting,  but  if  they  were  coolly  and  ferioufly 
attended  to,  they  would  call  forth  thofe  of  men  of  greater 
abilities  than  himfelf,  and  l.ke  the  man  who  firft  raiFed  a 
fp^rk,  he  ftiould  fee  that  fpark  kindle  into  a  flame  hexeaftert 
He  added  fome  farther  general  remarks  on  the  bill,  and  de- 
clared, that  he  had  done  viWx\\t  \w\fctA^i^  ^xyd  hid  open 
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krieflj  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  that  he  fliould  be  anthorlfed 
kereatter  .to  compare  thofe  principles  back  again  with  the 

GTifions,  and  he  did  not  doubt,  but  fooner  or  later,  gentie- 
1  ^nuld  feel  in  their  own  breafts  as  he  felt.  Before  he 
ht  down,  Mr.  Burke  took  notice  of  a  charge,  which,  he  faid, 
had  been  brought  againfl  him,  of  having  attaked  a  noble 
Duke,  for  declaring  in  the  other  Houfe,  that  the  Minifler 
was  an  heaven-born  MiniA«r.  He  had  heard,  through  the 
PbbliC)  that  fnch  an  expreilion  had  been  made  ufe  of  in  the 
ttber  Houfe  of  Parliament,  but  he  had  not  been  prefent  at 
tbui  time  or  in  the  place  himfelf.  A  Minifter  who  was  hea- 
fen-born,  certainly  might  plead  a  divine  right,  and  to  a  di- 
tme  right  he  always  (hould  bow ;  they  had,  before  this, 
hioard  of  heaven-born  Monarchs ;  and  an  heaven-born  Mi- 
rtifter,  he  was  perfuaded,  was  foon  likely  to  become  an  liea- 
Vien-born  Monarch. 

Mr.  Gamon  faid  that  his  nohle  relation  (thp  Duke  of  Mr. 
Chandos)  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  had  adverted  to  an  ex-  Gamon. 
pvflion  of  a  noble  Earl,  the  father  of  the  right  honourable 
eentlemen  below  him,  who,  once  fpeaking  of  Lord  Clive, 
.lad  termed  him  an  heaven-born  general,  and  had  remarked, 
that  when  the  flourifliing  ftate,  to  which  the  right  honour- 
Me  gentleman  had  fbftored  the  revenue,  refources,  and  com- 
itierce  of  the  country,  were  confidered,  he  thought  the  term 
of  an  heaven-born  Minifter  was  as  fairly  applicable  to  him, 
sGi  that  of  an  heaven-born  general  had  been  to  Lord  Clive. 
Mr.  Gamon  declared,  that  he  had  ever  confidered  it  to  be 
diforderly  and  irregular  to  found  any  argument  in  that 
Houfe  upon  what  had  palTed  in  debate  in  the  other  Houfe  of 
Varliament,  but,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to 
intimate  his  intention  to  refume  his  reference  to  the  expref- 
fionof  his  noble  relation  in  the  Committee,  he  begged  leave 
to  enter  his  claim  to  make  a  reply,  whenever  the  fubjedl 
ftould  be  refumed. 

Mr.  Burke  anfwered,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
Qiftaken  him.  He  had  intimated  no  intention  again  to  ani- 
niaJvert  on  the  noble  Duke's  expreffion,  but  had  merely  at- 
tempted to  ftate  the  inference  and  deduftion,  which  he 
thought  might  fairly  be  drawn  from  that  expreffion. 

The  queltion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  read  a  fecond  time. 
The  bill  was  next  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  morrow. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  as  the  Hrft  claufes,  though  lia^e 
^O^fome  objedlions,  were  not  liable  to  as  weighty  cbjeiSlions 
U  the  latter  claufes,  which  contained  new  atter,  he  thought 
t  would  bemoft  advifcable  to  proceed  no  farther  in  the  Com- 
Hittee,  than  through  the  early  claufes. 

Vol.  XXV.  3  Q  ^t 
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dr.Chan-      Mr.- Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  it  would  be  impoffiblei 

cllorPitt.  to  decide  before  hand,   to  what  extent  they  fhould  proceed* 

When.they  were  in  the  Committee,  they  would  be  beft  able 

to  decide,  by  the  length  of  the  difcuflion  in  which  they  would 

find  themfelves  engaged,    j 

Mr.  Burke  fabmitted,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Saturday^  Jtb  of  February. 

Mr.  Aid:      Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  obferved,  that  he  had  fome  rea* 

Jawbridge  fon  to  fuppofe,  that  ypon  a  former  day  one  of  the   Member* 

for  Devon  had  called  in  queftion  his  aflertion,  in  another 

place,   that  the  Devonfhire  addrefs  had  been  fabricated  in 

Downing  Street.     It  was  not  his  chara6ter  or  his  cuftom,  to 

fport  wantonly  with  matters  of  faft  ;  he  lud  heard  what  he 

afferted  from  a  quarter  too  refpeSable  to  be  queftioned,  and 

he  took  that  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  he  firmly  believed 

the  faft. 

Mr.Rellc.      Mr.  Rolle  anfwered,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  waf 

extremely  welcome  to  aflert  what  he  pleafed  in  the  Commoa 

Council,  or  elfewhere,  but  the  fa6l  was,  that  he  neither  had 

diredlly  nor  indire<Slly  communicated  on  the  fuhjcdk  of  thflr 

Devonfhire  addrefs,  with   the  rignt  honourable  gentleman 

(Mr.  Pitt.)     He  fliould    be  defervedlf  confidered  as  the. 

meaneft  of  individuals,  if  he  went  down  to  his  conftituents 

as  ihe  emiffary  of  any  Minifter.     He  never  faw  the  addrefsi 

till  he  faw  it  in  Devonfhjire,  and  when  he  faw.it,  it  was  in  the. 

prefence  of  numbers  of  thofe,  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  re* 

prefent. 

JVl^.  Sawbridge  not  anfwering, 

Mr.  Rolle  declared,  that  he  would  meet  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  on  any  ground,  in  juftification  of  his  affer- 
tion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  now  moved  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  order  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  int» 
a  Committee,  on  the  bill  "  To  provide  for  the  care  of  Hi» 
"  Majefty'sperfon,  and  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  Royal: 
"  authority,    during   His  Majefty's   illnefs,"   the  Speaker 
left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Brook  Watfon  took  his  feat  at  the 
table. 
SirCharl.      ?i\r  Charles  Gould  ^ro^o^eSi  to  poftpone  the  oath  impofci 
GouJd.     ^„  xhe  Regent. 

On  the  queftion  l>eing  plit,  the  oath  was  carried. 

As  foon  as  the  Chairman  had  read  the  following  claufe, 

*^  And  !)e  it  enacted  by   the  authority  aiorefaid,  that  no-; 

^\  thing  in  this  a6l  contained  fhall   extend,  or  be  conftrued 

^'  to  extend,  to  impower  the  faid  Regent,  in  the. name  and 

*^  in  the  behalf  of  H\^  M.i\eV\v,  \c>  ^Ive  the  Royal  aflent  ta. 

^^  any  bill  or  bills  in  \* .uWauWuI^  ^o^  ^e\^^^vci^^^•Wi'^v^'^^<^^ 
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"  in  any  refpcft  varying  the  order  and  courfe  of  fucceffion 
•*  to  the  crown  of  this  realm,  as  the  fnme  ftands  now  efta- 
**  bliftied  in  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  by  an  a6i,  paf- 
**  fed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the 
**  Third,  entitled,  *  An  aft  for  the  further  limitation  of  the 
**  Crown,  and  better  fecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
"  fubjedl^  or  to  any  aft  for  repealing  or  altering  the  ac^  made 
•  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
*•  Second,  entitled,  *•  An  a6l  for  the  uniformity  of  public 
^  prayers  and  adminiflration  of  fncraments,  and  other  rites 
"  and  ceremonies,  and  for  eftablifhing  the  form  of  making, 
'**  ordaining,  and  confecrating  bifliops,  priefts,  and  deacons, 
""  in  the  church  of  England  ;'  or  the  a6t  of  the  year  of  tlie 
•*  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  made  in  Scotland,  entitled,  *  An 
•t  aft  for  fecuring  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  Prefljyterian 
***  church  government  ;'* 

Lord  North  remarked  that,  although  he  was  far  from  en-  L.  North. 
tertaiuingti.e  moft  diflant  intent  ion  of  oppofing  theclaufe, 
which  had  been  inferted  in  all  the  Regency  bills,  he  could  . 
iiot  ayoid  obferving  that  this  claufe  was  uniformly  preferved, 
to  mark  the  fan<3ity  of  the  ftatutes  alluded  to,  and  to  (hew 
that  they  could  not  be  repealed,  without  a  preliminary  con- 
fideration  of  the  fubjeft  in  Parliament,  which  muJl  pafs  on 
afpecial  bill  to  repeal  this  part  of  the  bill  then  under  confi- 
deration,  before  it  could  rejieal  the  afts  which  it  recognized. 
Lord  North  commended  this  additional  difficulty  thrown  in 
the  way  of  an  alteration  of  the  ritual  of  the  church  of 
England « 

mv.  Beaufsy  defired  to  underftand  fiirly,  what  was  the  Mr.  Beau. 
'objeiS  and  extent  of  the  claufe  under  confulcr.ition.  If,  as  toy. 
the  noble  Lord  faid,  it  was  not  binding  upon  the  Regent,  lb 
as  to  prevent  him  from  at  any  time  giving  his  affent  to  a  hill 
that  might  hereafter  be  brougrit  in  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
oflF  the  difqualifications  impofed  at  prefent  on  Proteftant 
Diflenters,  and  was  merely  meant  as  a  frefli  proof  of  the 
fanSity  t^f  the  ftatutes  in  fupport  of  the  uniformity  of  the 
church  of  England  Ritual,  he  fliould  have  no  objection  ; 
but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  underftood  to  be  binding 
on  the  Regent,  and  that,  under  the  idea  of  the  lanctity  of  the 
law  as  it  Hood,  the  Regent  was  precluded  from  giving  his 
affent  to  any  bill  to  relieve  Proteftant  DiiFenters  from  being, 
in  contequence  of  their  religious  opinions,  fubjcfl  to  dir<]ua- 
lifications  for  civil  offices,  he  fliould  have  many  and  ftrong 
arguments  to  urge  againft  it,  becaufe  he  rIioiic;ht  it  extremely 
improjjer  to  do  that  collaterally,  which,  if  done  at  all,  ought 
to  be  done  direflly  and  diftinftly.  Mr.  Reaufoy  avowt^d, 
that  he  fpoke  on  behalf  of  the  ProteUaut  \y\fcw\.e.\s  \N\\ci 
find  applied  to  ParlLiment  for  relief  from  l\v<i  'Vc^  tj^^.,  v^c> 
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years  ago,  and  who  were  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
juftice  of  their  claim  on  the  candour  of  Parliament,  that .. 
they  were  ftill  of  the  opinion,  which  they  then  entertained^ 
and  meanlt  again  to  appeal  to  their  deliberate  judgement,  and  , 
refumed  corwderation. 
The  The  Juornty  General  anfweqed,  that  the  fears  of  his  ho- 

Attorney  noUrable  friend  were  groundlefs,  as  the  claufe  did  not  go  to  ■: 
General,   ^j^^  extent  defcribed;  it  only  threw  this  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  a  repeal  of  the  Teft  Adt :  it  obliged  Parliament,  before  it 
proceeded  to  the  repeal  of  that  adl,  to  re-confider  the  fubjeft  ' 
thoroughly,  and  to  have  the  prefent  bill  before  its  eyes.     It 
could  have  no  other  meaning  than  to  make  it  imperative  on 
Parliament,  to  take  all  the  ftatutes  which  referred  to  the  ful^- 
]e&  into  their  confideration,  whenever  Parliament  thought 
proper  to  alter  the  KGt  of  Uniformity,  hut  the  uniformity  . 
of  the  church  of  England  was  the  only  a£t  which  it  re- 
^  garded. 
Mr.         Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rifing,  in  confirmation  of  the  remarks 
Chancel-  ^f  the  Attorney  General,  explained  the  diftindl  view  of  the 
lor  Pitt.    Uniformity  A(^,  which  related  to  the  Ritual  of  the  churdi 
of  England,  and  the  ceremony  of  prayer  and  facrament  of 
that  church  merely.     No  point  contained  in  the  claufe  10 
queftion,  would,  either  direftly  or  collaterally,  preclude  the   "j 
Proteftant  DifTenters  from  appealing  to  Parliament  again,    ' 
whenever. they  thought  proper.     When  that  refpe^ahle  dc- 
fcription  of  perfons  laft  applied  for  relief  from  the  Teft  aft, 
he  had  ftated  his  fentimentss  on  the  fubjeft  fully  and  fairly, 
and  although  he  had  not  fince  heard  any  thing  which  w;eighed 
fufficiently  with  his  mind  to  make  him  alter  his  opinion,  he 
agreed  with  his  honourable  frieiid  who  fpoke  laft  but  on^ 
that  whatever  was  done,  refpe6ling  fo  important  a  con(idera«« 
tion,  ought  not  to  be  done,  collaterally.     He  was  willin? 
that  the  queftion  fhould  be.difcuflTed  fairly,  and  difcufled 
upon  its  own  merits,  independent  of  any  other  circumftance. 
With  regard  to  the  claufe. itfelf,  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
informing  the  Committee,  that  the  particular  claufe  in  quef- 
tion as  well  as  fe/eral  others  in  the  bill,  were  inferted  as 
mere  matter  of  form ;  not  as  allufive  to  the  prefent  times 
or  any  peculiar  circumftance  of  the  prefent  times,  out  be- 
caufe  they  ftood  in  other  Regency  bills,  and  were  provifi- 
ons,  which  our  anceftors  thought  it  neceflary  to  make,  by 
way  perhaps  of  {hewing  a  degree  of  fuperfluous  caution  on 
a  fubjeft,  on  which  it  was  their  duty  to  provide  every  guard 
and  fecurity. 

The  claufe  was  read  and  agreed  tb. 
When  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  claufe : 
"  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enafted  by  the  authority  afore- 
^*  faid^  that  if  his  faid  Royal  Highnefs'  George  Auguifus 

^^  ^\>tfSfixvct^ 
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^  Fredericlcy  Prince  of  Wales,  fhall  not  continue  to  be  refi- 
^  dent  in  Great  Britain,  or  (hall  at  any  time  marry  a  papiA, 
^  then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  all  the  powers  and  authori- 
**  ties  vefled  in  his  (aid  Royal  Highnefs,  by  virtue  of  this 
**  z&,  (hall  ceafe  and  determine." 

Mr.  RcUe  trailed   that  the  Houfe  would,  candidly,    in-  Mr.RolIi 
Salge  him  with  a  patient  hearing  whilfl  he  entered  mortly 
upon  the  prefent  fubjefl,  previoufly  to  which  he  muft  de- 
clare in  joftice  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
tint  with  refpeft  to  what  he  had  to  offer,  he  had  not  liad  any 
communication  with  him  whatfoever.     In  what  he  had  to 
propofe,  he  meant  nothing  perfonal  or  (iifrcfpedlful,  nothing 
injarious  or  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  any  individual.     He 
{poke  from  the  regard  he  had  to  the  principles  of  the  coa- 
ftitation,  which  were  the  bulwarks  of  our  freedom,  and  out 
of  veneration  for  the  liou'e  of  Brunfwick,  and  a  wifh  to 
.fccurethe  Proteftant  fucceffion  in  that  Houfe,  becaufe  tliat 
foceflion  would  fecure  our  liberty*     For  thefe  reafons,  and 
with  thefe  views,  and  with  thefe  views  only,  he  tliuught  it 
his  duty  to  propofe  an  amendment  to  the  Claufethen  under 
confideration,  and  he  imagined  no  friend  to  the  Revolution, 
the  Proteftant  fucceflion,  and  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  would 
difagree  with  him  in  wifhing  that   the  claufe  in  queftion 
(hould  be  fo  worded,  as  to  guard  againft  the  poflibility  of  dan- 
ger to  the  important  objefls  to  which  he  had  alluded.    Could 
he  have  brought  himfeif  to  believe,  that  as  the  claufe  flood 
at  prefent,  it  was  fufliciently  ftrong,  he  would  not  have  pro- 
poied  an  amendment ;  or,  if  any  perfon  would  flep  forward 
and  confirm  the  declaration  folemnly  made  by  a  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  not  then  prefent,  in  that  Houfe,  two 
years  ago,  he  fhouki  be  fatisfied.     That  declaration  had  fa- 
tisfied  him  at  the  time,  nor  did  he  mean  to  imi>each  its  credi- 
bility, but,  as  doubts  and  fcruples  had,  neverthelefs,  been 
ftill  entertained  without  doors,  he  wifhed  thofe  doubts  and 
fcruples  to  be  effeftually  filencM,  and  that  the  queilion  might 
be  fet  at  reft  for  ever.      He  might,  he  was  aware,  be  a 
marked  man  hereafter  for  his  conduct  on  this  occafion ;  but 
the  chance  of  thiscircumftance  was  not  a  confideration  with 
him,  when  weighed  againft  a  fenfe  of  his  duty.     He  meant 
nodifrefpedl  to  any  perfon,  but  fpoke  merely  out  of  regard 
for  the  good  of  his  country.     With  refpedl  to  the  words  of 
his  amendment,  he  declared  he  was  not   bigoted  to   them ; 
any  other  words  might   be   propofed  which  would   anfwer 
the   fame  purpofe.     Mr.  Rolle  then  moved  to    infert  after 
the  words  "  or  (hall  at  any  time  marry  a  papift,"  theft- words, 
**  or  fhall  at    any   time  be  proved  to  be  married,  in  fa£l 
*<  or  in  law,  to  a  papift." 

As  foon   as   Mr.  Alderman  Watfon,  the  Chairman,  had 
read  the  amendment, 
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Lord  '  Lord  Belgrave  expreffed  his  feelings  at  being  under  the  ne- 
Bclgravc.  ceffity  of  diflentingfrom  his  right  honourable  friend,  whofe 
great  weight  and  refpedtability  juftly  entitled  him  to  every 
degree  of  refpedk  and  confideration  in  that  Houfe ;  but,  dif- 
fering as  he  did,  on  this  occafion,  with  his  honourable  friend, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  ttate  the  reafons  of  that  difference  of 
opinion.  He  underftood,  that,  at  a  former  time,  before  he 
had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  when  it  was  pro- 
pofed  that  an  arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  His  Royal  High» 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  fliould  be  made,  his  honourable 
friend  had  rifen  and  declared,  that  he  could  not  a6l  confiff- 
en.tly  with  his  duty  to  his  conftituents  and  his  country,  if, 
before  he  voted  for  the  arrangement  propofed,  he  did  not  de* 
fire  to  know  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  a  rumour  of  a 
very  extraordinary  kind ;  and,  with  this  view,  his  honour- 
able friend,  he  underftood,  had  put  the  queftion,  whether 
there  was  any  foundation  for  the  report  of  an  indiffoluble 
•union  having  taken  place  with  a  very  amiable  and  refpeftable 
charafler,  whofe  religious  opinions  differed  from  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  eftabliflied  church  of  this  country.  A  right 
honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox)  whofe  abfence  that  Jay 
he  moft  fincerely  lamented,  and  efpecially  the  caufe  of  it, 
had,  on  the  occafjon  referred  to,  rifen  immediately,  and  (aid, 
in  the  mott  decifive  manner,  that  there  was  no  truth  what- 
ever in  the  reports  in  queftion;  that  they  were  libellous,  arid 
neither  has  or  could  have  any  foundation,  Confiderine  the 
weight  due  to  the  affertion  of  any  individual  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  and  particularly  to  the  affertion  of  a  gentleman  of 
the  charafter  and  authority  which  belonged  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  queftion,  he  could  not  think  that  there 
exifted  any  the  fmalleft  occafion  to  difcu's  the  validity  of  fuch 
a  rumour  over  again,  and  therefore  he  deprecated  any  fuch 
difcuffion,  as  not  likely  to  anfwer  any  good  purpofe  what- 
foever. 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  perfedHy  coincided 

Chancel-  with  the  fentiments  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  that 
Jor  Pitt,  the  prefent  queftion  did  no.t  require  any  length  of  debate, 
though  he  gave  his  honourable  friend  behind  him  full  credit 
for  the  purity  of  his  motive?,  and  though  he  believed  there 
could  hardly  be  found  a  man  in  the  Houfe,  who  did  not  feci 
that  his  honourable  fnend  had,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  aScd 
upon  the  moft  laudable  principles ;  yet,  he  muft  differ  from 
him  entirely,  as  to  the  neceffity  of  any  amendment  to  the 
claufe  in  queftion.  That  claufe  had  been  one  of  thofc  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  when  fpeaking  of  the  uniformity 
claufe.  He  had  fai,d  tliat  feveral  of  the  claufes  of  the  hill 
were  mere  claufes  of  form,  and  put  in  as  a  matter  of  couife, 
ivithout  any  efpecial  cefeieiue  \othe  fubjedl  of  the  bill.  The 
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a&  wasy  they  found  them  in  former  Regency  bills,  and  con- 
si  yed  that  they  ought  not  to  (hew  a  le(s  cautious  regard  to 
be  fafety  of  the  conftitution,  than  their  predeceiTors  had 
leened  neceflary.  They  felt,  befldes,  that  leaving  thofe 
dauifes  out  of  the  present  bill,  was  more  likely  to  he  a  mat- 
ter of  remark,  than  letting  them  ftand  as  ufual.  Not  feel- 
img,  therefore,  any  ground  for  departing  from  thefe  provi- 
(10ns  of  their  anceftors,  thdy  had  made  them  a  part  of  the 
bill;  but,  for  thofe  reaibns  only,  which  he  had  explained, 
mid  not  from  any  idea  that  they  were  more  applicable  to  the 
prefent  cafe,  than  to  any  former  one.  With  regard  to  what 
bii  noble  friend  had  alluded  to,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  wifhed  not 
to  advert  to  any  thing  which  had  formerly  paiTed  in  that 
Houfe;  becaufeithat  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  pre- 
fait  bill. 

Sir  William  Dolben  exprefled  his  full  convi6tion  that  his  Sir  Wm 
bonourable  friend  had  been  adbuated  by  the  pureft  motives  in  Dolbeo, 
fR^ofing  his  amendment.  He  was  fatisfied  that  his  honour- 
able friend  had  thought  tlie  amendment  necefTary,  or  he 
wouM  not  have  moved  it ;  he  believed  his  honourable  friend 
had  conceived  that  the  words  which  hepropofed  to  infert  were 
neceflary,  merely  to  .quiet  and  fet  at  reft  the  doubts  which ' 
fud  been  entertained,  not  by  the  vulgar  and  the  mean,  but 
by. great  lawyers,  and  many  learned  men.  Such  doubts 
ought  to  be  done  away  ;  but  he  did  not  wifli  that  the  amend- 
ment fhould  be  accepted,  if  any  learned  gentleman  would 
rife  and  fny,  that  the  claufe,  as  it  ftood,  was  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  guard  againft  evafion,  and  fecure  the  Church  and 
State  from  any  di£Bculties  and  dangers  which  might  be 
brought  on  it,  in  confequence  of  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  cir- 
cumftance. 

The  Attorney  General  obferved,  that  he  felt  it  difficult  to  Attomcy 
aiifwer  the  queftion  of  the  honourable  Baronet  direftly  and  General, 
lati^afiorily ;  b'jcaufe,  let  a£ls  of  Parliament  be  drawn  up 
in  ever  fo  ftrong  a  manner,  and  with  all  the  precautions  of 
baman   prudence,  forefight,  and  ingenuity  could  devife,  it 
w^s  impoffible  to  declare,  means  migjit  not  he  found  to  evade 
them*     But,  the  fecurity  given  by   the  prefent  bill  was  the 
fame  as  had  been  given  in  former  time<:,  and  it  had  been 
deemed  fufficient  by  our  anceftors.     The  honourable  Haronet 
had  talked  of  rumours;  hut,  though   rumours  might  caufe 
inquiry,  rumours  could  not  be  made  aground  for  that  Houfe 
to  legiilate  upon.     With  regard  to  the  particular  rumour  in 
queftion,  he  knew  not,  nor  had  he  heard  of  any  thing  which 
could  warrant  or  induce  him  to  believe  it  to  have  any  founda- 
tion.    Sure  he  was,  that  no  point  before  t!:at   Houfe,  could 
make  it  neceflary  for  them  to  alter  thcclaulc  of  ih-i  bill  then 
Under  conftderution. 
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Mr.  Wcl-     Mr.  IVelbore  Ellis  declared,  that  he  felt  himfelf  totally  at 

Vore£Ilis.  a  lofs  to  comprehend  what  the  honourable  gentleman  meant 
by  a  marriage  in  faA  or  in  law ;  but  the  honourable  geptjd* 
man  ieemed  to  have  forgot  that  there  exifted  an  a£l:  of  Par-  ' 
Lament,  which  expreffly  declared^  that  his  Royal  HighneA 
could  not  contrafi  a  marriage  with  any  perfon,  withont 
His  Majefty's  confent,    fignified  under  his  fign   manuaL\ 
That  a£l  of  Parliament  was  a  full  and  fufficient  anfwer  to  - 
all  which  had  been,  or  could  be  fa  id  on  the  fubje£t«     Mr. . 
£11  s  defired,   that  the  12th  of  George  the  III.  mig^t  be  ' 
read. 

Mr,  Hatfell  accordingly  read  that  claufe  of  the  ViofA  * 
Marriage  Adl  which  provides,  that  previous  to  the  marriage 
of  the  defcendents  of  George  the  Second  taking  place  law- 
fully; His  Majefty's  cpnfent  to  fuch  marriage  muft  be  firft' 
obtained,  and  fignified  under  his  fign  manual ;  which  confent 
muft  have  the  fan£tion  of  the  Great  Seal ;  and  that  all  mar* 
riages  contra<Sed  without  the  royal  confent  being  fo  formallr  J 
fignified,  were  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effea  ^ 
whatever.  "         j 

Mr.  Ellis  repeated,  that  the  A  A  of  Parliament  ou^ht  to  J 
be  the  only  anfwer  given,  whenever  a  doubt  was  ftarte^  | 
whether  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  married  in  faS  or  in  law,    * 

Mr.Rolle.      Mr.   RoUe  defired,    that  the  preamble  to  that  flatotf^  *! 
might  be  read;   which,  having  l^een  read  accordingly,  Mr    - 
Roile  obierved  that  he   could   not   pretend  to  pronounce 
upon  it,  but  he  had  heard  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  fome  of 
the  firft  lawyers  of  this  country,  that  nothing  contained  io 
the  A61  of  Parliament,  juft  referred  to,  altered  or  afieded 
the  claufe  in  the  a6l  of  William  and  Mary,  which  enaSed    . 
and  declared,  that  any  ileir  to  the  Crown,   who  married  a 
Papift,  forfeited  his  right  to  the  Crown.     Mr.  RoJIe  decla- 
red, tiiat  he  did  not  wi(h  to  prefs  any  thing  upon  tlie  Houfe 
that  was  difagreeable  to  them,  and  therefore  however  con- 
fcious  of  having  executed  his  duty  when  he  moved  the 
amendment,    he  would  not  diyide  the  Committee. 
Loi4  Lord  North  now  rifing,  oblbrved,  that  by  perudng  the  aft 

Korclu  which  had  been  juft  read,  it  yirould  appear  that  no  roarri^ 
could  be  contrafted  of  the  kind,  refpeSing  which  they  ap- 
peared to  have  fuch  wonderful  apprehenfions,  and  therefioire 
no  danger  couM  arife  to  Church  and  State  in  the  manner 
dreaded.  It  had  of  late,  been  the  condudl  of  tlie  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  to  aflViroe  the  power  of  making  lawi; 
and  therefore,  as  the  proceeding  to  legiflateby  two  branches 
of  the  Legiflature  might  he  queftioned,  perhaps  fome  gen- 
tlemen might  be  di  pofed  to  challenge  the  validity  of  an  aft 
of  Parliament  pafTed  legally  andconftitutionally  by  the  three 
tranches  of  the  Leg\flaiure;  ;!^ud  thence  perhaps  the  queftion 
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Fthe  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  In  anfwer  to 
i  fuchj  he  would  only  fay,  that  if  it  were  a  queftion,  whe- 
3er  an  a£l  of  Parliament,  regularly  pafled  under  all  the  due 
9nns,  with  the  joint  concurrence  of  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Emmons,  iiad  the  force  of  law  ?  That  the  queAioti  could 
ot  exift  a  fingle  moment,  without  fuppofing  that  all  the 
ends  of  the  political  fociety,  which  made  their  conilitution> 
irere  diflblved,  and  that  they  were  reduced  to  a  flate  of  na- 
ore.  The  a£l  was  in  full  force,  and  fo  it  would  remain,  uri- 
efs  regularly  repealed  by  fonie  fubfequent  ftatute.  With 
regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  motives  for  introducing 
I  difcuflion,  which  could  have  no  good  eiFedl,  but  only 
tended  to  ihake  the  a£ls  of  the  Legiflature  doubtful,  and  to 
raife  idle  and  mifchievous  alaims  throughout  the  country, 
he  would  not  take  up'Mi  him  to  pronounce  what  thofe  mo- 
tives were;  they  might  be  good,  they  might  be  bad;  cer- 
tain he  was,  be  the  motives  either  one  or  the  other,  the  agi- 
tation of  queftions  of  the  fort  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ha«l  darted,  could  anfwer  no  wholefome  purpofe 
whatfocver.  The  honounible  gentleman  had  declared,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  without  dividing  the  Houfc^ 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  perfciSliy  wife  in  fo 
refolving,  becaufe,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  rafli 
enough  to  refolve  to  divide  the  Committee,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  would  have  been  a  fingle  perfon  to  have  divided 
with  him.  1  he  honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  muft  have 
given  over  all  thoughts  of  having  tellers. 

AJr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
the  noble  Lord  had  cliofcn  to  deliver  himfelf  was  fo  extraor-  Chanccl- 
dinary,  that  lie  could  not  help  expreffing  his  furprize,  that  ^'^  P^"* 
when  the  queftion  had  taken  the  turn,  that  every  friend  to 
that  union  and  quiet,  whicli  the  noble  Lord  had  contended 
for,  and  which  every  gt^ntleman  muft  liave  anxiouily  wifhed 
it  fiiould  take,  the  noble  Lord  fliould  have  thought'it  either 
necelTiry  or  proper  to  endeavour  to  create  that  divihon  of 
fciitiment,  which  it  feemed  to  be  the  wiih  of  the  reft  of  th* 
Com  mi  t  tee  «o  avoid.  The  noble  Lord  had  exprefled  himfelf 
in  fo  taur.ting  a  mn;in(  r  to  his  honourable  friend,  that  he 
f?emed  determined,  if  it  \v^:re  v^offihle,  to  rifiiue  the  danger  of 
eflecllng  an  appearance  of  diuinion,  and  of  provoking  his 
honourable  fncnd  to  in^iil  on  that  divifion,  wliich  he  had 
liahdfomely  decbrcd,  ih.'it  he  was  willing  to  decline.  Tha 
nMiie  Lord,  with  a  dt-giee  of  contemptuous  and  infulting 
raillery  liad  fiid,  that  liis  honourable  frijnd's  motives  might 
be  good-  The  noble  Lord,  therefore,  feemed  to  doubt  them. 
The  noble  lord  had  as  lifle  li-ht  to  doubt  the  motives  of 
his  honourahle  friend,  ab  hshad  to  doubt  the  motives  of  any 
one  man  in  tJiat  Houfe.     Tl.e  noble  Lord  had  thought  pro- 
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per  to  treat  the  fubje<9;  with  a  degree  of  levity  and  ridicule, 
by  no  means  fuitable  to  its  gravity  and  importance,  and  lb 
hoftile  was  the  noble  Lord's  temper,  that  he  could  not  agrea 
with  them  in  attempting  to  avoid  a  difagreeable  difcuffiony 
which,,  for  a   variety  of  reafons,  had  better  not  have  been 
gone  into.     But,  luckily  the   hoftility  of  the  noble  Lord'i 
temper  was  fo  harmlefs,  that  it  could  not  roufe  them  to  a  vi- 
gorous defence ;  nothing  could  induce  them  to  depart  from 
the  line  they  had  taken,  and  to  which  they  were  determined 
to  adhere.     He  would  not,  he  declared-,  go  into  the  difcuf- 
fion  any  more  than  he  had  done  before.     It  was  fufficrent  for 
him  to  fay,  he  took  the  whole  of  the  cafe,  together  with  the 
various  laws  which  had  pafled,  and  all  the  circumftances  of 
the  declaration  formerly  made  in  that   Houfe,  and  putting 
tliefe  into  the  fcale,  they  were  enough  to  make  him  be  of 
opinion,  that  there  was  no  fuflScient  realbn  for  the  Committee 
to  think  the  claufe,  put  into  former  Regency  bills  by  their 
anceftors,  was  not  a  fufBcient  fecurity  againft  every  dan- 
ger which  poflibly  could  arife. 
J.ord  Lord  Ncrth  anfwered,  that,  after  having  been  fo  feverely 

I^orth.    reprimanded,  he  apprehended  that  the  Committee  would  in- 
dulge him  with  endeavouring  to  defend  himfelf  for  a  very 
few  minutes.     Deficient  as  he  undoubtedly  in  many  refpeds 
was,  to  many  honourable  gentlemen  in  that  Honfe,  there 
was  one  point  in  which  he  would  not  give  way  to  any  man. 
He  appealed  to  thofe  who  fat  with  him  for  many  years  in 
Parliament,  whether  he  had  ever  been  confidered  as  an  un- 
candid  man,  or  a  man  of  a  very  quarrelfome  difpofition  r  H9 
had  not  difputed  the  honourable  gentleman's  motives,  he  had 
only  faid,  that  the  agitation  of  the  qneftions  ftarted  by  the     , 
honourable  gentleman  might  do  mifchief,  and  could  not  be 
attended  with  any  good  confequence*.     He  thought  fo  ftill.    \ 
The  right  honourable  gentleman   had  thought    pr  per  to    | 
contend,  that  he  wanted  to  provoke  the  Houfe  to  a  divifion.     ■ 
He  wifhed  for  no  fuch  thing.     If  there  was  a  divifion,  he, 
probably,  (hould  divide  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
and  he  feldom  had  that  honour ;  and,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman    generally   divided    according    to   the    ancient 
maxim,  divide  et  imperay  he  /hould  not  only  divide  with  Wm^ 
but  command  the  objeil  which  he  divided  for.     If,  therefore, 
be  had  been  anxious  to  divide  with  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, on  that  account,  a  little  anxiety  might  furely  have 
been    pardoned.      When   the   honourable    gentleman   wlio 
moved  the  amendment,  had  faid,  he  would  not  divide^  he 
had  obferved  that  he  was  glad  of  it.     Where  was  the  harm 
of  that  ?  With  regard  to  going  into  fubjedts  foreign  to  the 
purpofe,  he  could  not  admit  the  charge ;  leafl  of  all  could  he 
admit,  that  it  oi:»ght  to  come  from  a  quarter,  where  the  dif- 

cuffioa 
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cnffionof  a  dangerous  doflrine,  totally  unneceflary  to  be  agi- 
fated)  had  been  infifted  upon  fo  peremptorily,  that>  although 
the  doArine  had  never  been  queftioned,  gentlemen  were  not 

.  fuffi^red  to  fleep  before  they  decided  it.  The  do6lrine  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  who  queftioned  the  va« 
lidity  of  an  a£l  of  Parliament  regularly  pafled,  under  all  its 
jfbrmsy  by  the  three  branchesrof  the  Legiflature,  he  muft  take 
leave  to  fay,  was  of  ten  thoufand  times  the  importance  of 
flic  doArine  of  the  Prince's  right.  Was  he  to  be  reprimand- 
ed, becaufe  he  thooglit  the  difcuflion  dangerous  ?  Jf  a  right 
bmicurable  gentleman,  on  a  fmaller  occafion,  wifhed  to  fettle 

•  die  minds  of  men,  might  not  he,  on  fo  great  an  occafion,  wiih 
to  fettle  their  minds  alfo  ?  It  could  not  fairly  he  inferred, 
iromany  part  of  what  he  had  faid,  that  he  was  a  man  much 

,  'diipofed  to  quarrel.  He  owned  he  had  fpoken  with  a  little 
warmth,  but  much  lefs  than  the  right  honourable  gantlemaii 

.    often  ufed,  and  with  more  candour  than  the  right  honourable 

I    gentleman  ever  exhibited. 

Mr.  jRc/Zif  obferved,  that  he  could  with  the  utmoft  truth  MrRoli 
afliire  the  Houfe,  that  in  bringing  forward  the  difcuflion,  he 
enly  meant  to  guard  the  Proteftant  religion  in  this  country 
from  danger;  that  he  was  confcious  of  having  done  his  du- 

2,  and  fo  far  was  he,  when  he  was  fatisfied  in  his  confcience 
at  he  was  right,  from  being  afraid  of  perfevering  and  main- 
taining points  that  he  had  once  ftarted,  that  he  would  perfid, 
if  he  flood  fingle,and  all  the  Houfe  fliould  vote  againft  him. 
On  the  prefent  occafion,  it  mattered  not  to  him  who  liked,  or 
who  difapproved  of  what  he  did  ;  he  would  not  withdraw 
his  motion,  though  he  wifhed  not  to  divide  the  Committee. 

Sir  H'ilUam  DMen  felt  it  impofCble,  upon  this  occafion,  Sir  Wi 
to  avoid  acknowledging,  on  principles  of  common  juftice,  *'^"^  ^^ 
that  he  could  fpeak  in  favour  of  the  noble  Lord's  candour,  °*"' 
from  many  years  experience ;  he  had  heard  him  attacked 
again  and  again  without  mercy,  and  had  ktw  him  bear  the 
moft  fevere  reviling*!,  and  the  moft  taunting  reproaches,  with 
untexamp^e^i  p^uieiice  a:ul  candour,  thougli  he  had  refilled 
them  with  gicai  riniinefs.  After  giving  the  noble  lord  his 
feeble  fupport  for  many  years,  he  faw  the  noble  Lord  afting 
in  a  different  fituation,  and  he  might  almofl  fay  of  him,  ^«^«- 
tummutatus  ab  illo,  He^Ior  P  With  regard  to  the  ciaule  in 
queflion,  if  the  Committee  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
words  of  the  daufe  as  they  then  flood  in  the  hill,  were  ade- 
quate to  the  purpofe,  he  for  one,  would  have  them  fland  ;  if 
not,  he  fliould  approve  of  an  amendment  ;  either,  that  pro- 
pofed  by  his  honourable  friend,  or  another  wliich  might,  in 
the  general  opinion  of  the  Committee,  be  deemed  more  ade- 
quate, becaufe,  as  he  had  hinted  before,  doubts  had  Prifen, 
and  tJiat  not  in  the  minds  cf  the  mean  au'.i  vulgar,  but  in  tlie 
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mxuAs  of  grave  and  learned  men,  whetlier  a  defcendant  of 
George  the  Second,  if  he  married  a  Papift,  would  not,  agree- 
ably to  the  Aft  pf  Settlement,  forfeit  his  right   to   the 
Crown  ? 
Mr,  Mr.  Martin  remarked,  that  although  he  conceived  it  tQ 

Martin,     be  upjuft  to  incapacitate  any  man  from  holding  a  civil  office 
for  his  religion,  he  it  what  it  might,  yet  there  was  fomething 
fo  repugnant  to  the  principles  or  the  Brit ifti  conftitution,  in 
the  principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  that  the  moft 
alarming  confequences  were  to  be  dreaded  fron)  an  Heir  Ap-, 
parent  to  the  Britifli  Crown  marrying  a  Papift,  and  therefore 
if  a  divifion  had  taken  place,  and  no  other  gentleman  ha4 
divided  with  the  honourable    gentleman  who  moved  tliQ 
amendment,  he  would  have  divided  with  him. 
VIr.  She-       Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,   that  he  fliould  now  trefpafs  lefs 
ndan.         jQrjg   than  he  at  firft  defigned,  upon  the  attention   of  the 
Houfe,  becaufe  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  fp 
completely  anfwered  his   purpofe  of  rifing  at  all.     There 
was,  undoubtedly,  a  difpofition  on  the  fide  of  the  Hoqfe  on 
which  he  fat,  to  treat  the  matter  without  much  difcuflion, 
but  he  could  not  help  thinking  the  right  honourable  gentle-"^ 
man  had  endeavoured  to  raife  a  warm  difcuffion,  hy  iniputing 
intentions  which  could  not  exift.     The  noble  Lord  in  flie 
blue  ribband  had  treated  the  fubje£l:  with  that  levity,  which 
better  became  it,  than  the  pompous  fplemnity  it  had  been 
dreiTed  up   with,  by  thofe  honourable  gentlemen,  who  had 
faid  they  bad  their  doubts,  but  that  they  wiftied  them  to  be 
huflied   up.     If  any  gentleman  feriouily  thought  that  the 
matter,  fo  darkly  hinted  at,  had  taken  place,  it  was  his  duty 
to  ftate  the  ground  why  he  thought  to  propofean  enquiry, 
and  to  probe  that  enquiry  to  the  bottom.     With  regard  tq 
the  honourable  gentleman's  motives,  continued  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, "  I  plainly  fay,  I  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman*? 
**  motives  ;  and  I  fay  fo,  becaufe  I  can  judge  only  from  his 
*'  aftions,  of  the  purity  of  his  motives.     I  can't  pronounce 
*^  tliem  bad,  becaufe  I  can't  poffibly  know  what  they  aie; 
"  but,  let  us  compare  them  with  his  conduft.     The  honour- 
"  able  gentleman  fays,  he  has  his  doubts;  he  does  not  ftate 
**  why;  he  has  had  a6ls  of  Parliament  confulred,  tending 
"  darkly  to  fuftain  thofe  doubts.     What  motive  can  he  havfi 
**  but  to  give  fufpicion  wing,  and  diffeminate  alarm?  Who 
*^  has  faid^ny  thing  in  favour  of  thofe  doubts  ?  It  is  true.a 
^'  pamphlet  has  been  written  by  an  ingenious  gentleman,  the 
**  madnefs  and  foliy  of  which  are  aj>i)arent  in  every  page, 
*'  and  the  who!e  drilt  of  which  betrays  the  author  to  be  a 
*'  bad  citizen,  becaufe,  when  he  roundly  cifloris  that  he  fe- 
*^  rioufly  believes  the  f ift  he  refers  to,  to  have  taken  pl:cc, 
^'  and  then  rdorts to  no  me:v\\s  oftluci'latirg  it ;  he  infint'ates 
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^*  what  he  ought  not  to  have  infinuated,  without  proceeding 
^  to  eftablifli  it  hy  fomething,  at  leaft,  that  bore  the  refem- 
'*  blance  of  truth."  The  honourable  gentleman  over  the 
way  had  a£led  exaflly  in  the  fame  manner;  and,  therefore, 
the  Committee  were  entitled  to  doubt  his  motives.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  it  was  plain,  did  not  believe  the 
h&  in  queftion,  or  he  would  have  been  ready  enough  to 
ikdopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honourahle  gentleman. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  furely  dealt  enough  in 
fcftridlions,  providing  againil  unnecefiary  apprehenfions,  not 
to  he  fufpe£led  of  being  ready  to  propofe  farther  reft ridl ions, 
if  he  could  urge  a  colourable  pretence  for  fo  doing.  If  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  really  did  entertain  a  fufpicion, 
a  doubt,  or  a  fcruple  upon,  the  faiSl,  it  ought  not  to  be  hud- 
dled up,  and  left  unexplained. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentle-      Mr. 
man  who  fpoke  laft,  feemed  willing  to  make  him  vote  dif-  Chancel- 
fcrently  from  him,  which  was  impofiihle  :  but  fo  anxious  had  l'>r  Pitt, 
the  honourable  gentleman  appeared*  to  force  him  into  a  dif- 
coffion,  which  he  had  declared  it  his  wifh  and  his  determi- 
nation to  avoid,  that  he  had  never  l^trayed  greater  warmth 
jn  agitating  the  fubjeft  he  had  moft  at  heart,  viz.  a  perfonal 
Attack  upon  him,  than  he  had  done  in  endeavouring  to  oblige 
him  to  betray  an  equal  warmth  of  temper,  and  abandon  that 
ground  whifih  he  had  already  taken. 

Mr.  Rolu  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gentle-  Mr.Roll 
man  that  he  had  neither  denied  nor  confirmed  the  declaration 
made  by  a  right  honou'able  gentleman,  two  feffions  ago. 
'  Mr.  Courtatay  faid,  that  he  owed  it  as  an  adl  of  julUce  to      Mr. 
the  honourable  gentleman    (Mr.  RoUe)    to  contend    that  Co"'^"^ 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  the  honeft  ardency  of  his  zeal, 
were  proved  beyond  a  poflibility  of  doubt,  by  the  weaknefs, 
futility,  and  abfurdity  of  liis  arguments  ;  for,  it  was  fcarcely 
poflible  to  conceive,  that  the  honourable  gent'eman  would 
introduce  a  motion  of  iuch  a  tendency  into  the  Houfe,  tsnlef^ 
he  had  really  believed  it  was  ahfolutely  ncceffary  to  preferve 
th«;  Pfoteftanr  religion,  and  to  refcue  us  from  the  impcndin;; 
danger  cif  Popery.     Tlie  honourable  gentleman,  trufting  to 
liis  internal  feelings,  and  the  approbation   of  his  confcience 
jilone,  had  dlTdiiint'd  to  borrow  the  leaft  affiftance  from  logic, 
or  any  fpecits  of  reafoning,  in  funport  of  his  motion,  and 
expofed  hinrjelf  in   all  the  artlefs  and  naked  fimplicity  of  his 
underftanding.      -And    Hudibras  jultly    obfcrvcs,    tl:at   he 
who 

To  provp  !iis  zcai  knocVs  onr  his  brains, 
The  Devil's  in  iiim,  it  he  ifl;^!is. 

ThU  was  the  feconJ  tiir.e  that  the  lioiiourab]?  gentkmTn 

had 


j9«  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  1789. 

bad  introduced  this  fubje£t:  into  the  Houfe,  as  one  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  tendernefs^  delicacy,  and  fympathetic  feelings^ 
which  always  diftingui(bed  him.     His  apprehenfions,  though 
grouhdlefs,  evinced  his  patriotic  afFe£iions,  and  his  r^ard  to 
the  true  intereft  of  his  country ;  for,  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  fo  much  alarmed  without  any  real  caufe  or  foun- 
dation, what  a  generous  ardour,  wha^  a  noble  impetuofity» 
and  affefting  eloquence  would  he  difplay,   to  roufe  the  paf- 
£ons,  and  touch  the  feelings  of  ^very  heart,  if  that  bulwark 
of  our  liberties,  the  Proteftant  religion,  was  menaced  with 
inevitable  ruin,'  and  it  was  decreed  that  Popery  was  to  be 
once  more  triumphant.     But,  Mr,  Courtenay  faid,  he  hoped 
that  the  nation  had  grown  wife  by  experience  >  and,  as  they 
had  fuiFered  fo  feverely   by  placing  implicit  confidence  in 
irapoftors,  that  they  would  .not  futter  themfelves  to  be  fo 
cafily  duped  at  this  moment,  by    malicious  infinuations, 
myfterious  fuggeftions,  or  idle  rumours.     There  were  always 
impoftors  watching  to  take  advantage  of  th«  credulity  of 
the  People,  and  to  derive  fame  or  confequence  from  their 
prejudices.     Titus  Oates  was  once  the  idol  of  his  day,  and 
worfhipped  by  the  multitude  ;  bur,  his  name  was  now  juftly 
configned  to  contempt  and  infamy,  and  was  likely  to  remain 
fo,  till  it  was  degraded  from  the  eminent  rank  it  now  de- 
fervedly  held,  by  the  fuperior  merit  of  another  impoflor  of 
thefe  times,  who  excelled  that  celebrated  do<9or  in  every  art 
which  had  charaflerized  his  political  life.     One  Member  of 
the  Houfe  feemed  rather  difpofed  to  fupport  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fentiments.     He,  too,  trembled  for  the  Proteft- 
ant religion.     His  apprehenfions  reminded  him  of  Jack's  ter- 
rors, in  the  Tale  of  the  Tub,  who  complained  to  his  brother 
Martin,  that  the  Church  and  State  were  in  danger,  for  the 
Pope,  as  he  was  credibly  informed,  had  been  feen  in  a  brandy 
fhop  in  Wapping,  and  the  whole  city  had  been  thrown  into 
the  utmoft  confternation.  Mr.  Courtenay  concluded  by  fay* 
ing,  that  he  did  not  fufpe£l  or  infmuate,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman   (Mr.  Pitt)  had  either  fuggefted  or  ap- 
proved of  his  friend's  fentiments.     He  only  very  handfomely 
vouched  for  the  purity  of  his  motives  ;  the  abfurdity  of  his 
arguments,  and  his  mifchievous,  though  impotent,  efforts,  he 
dilblaimed.     By  this  ingenious  logic,  the  clearnefs  of  the 
fpring  was  proved  by  the  foulnefs  of  the  ft  ream ;  and  the  im- 
propriety, indecorum,  and  indelicacy  of  t^.e  honourable  gen- 
tleman's allufion,  were  amply  compenfated  by  the  purity  of 
his  motives,  and  the  chaftity  of  his  fentiments.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had   apologized  for  his  honourable 
friend^  in  the  llyh  and  m^xnr^et  of  the  fliow-man,  in  Gold- 
fmith's  comedy,  who  ad\T\\ve<X  t\\e  \v\\V\na.x\  vTvckXAa^v^-wv^xivv' 
couth  ge/lurcs  of  Ins  dancing  W^xvi    ^'^  \\c>^^>i^\;^  ^^^\V^ 
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*^  may  this  be  my  poifon,  if  my  bear  ever  dances  but  to  the' 
•*  very  genteeleft  of  tunes.  Water  parted,  and  the  minuet  in 


Ariaclr 
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inc.' 

Mr.  Rol/i  declared,  that  not  all  of  the  honourable  gentle-  Mr.RoIie 
man's  buffoonery  (hould  drive  him  from  his  purpofe,  which 
was  grave  and  ferious,  and  ought  to  be  gravely  treated. 

Mr.  Grey  remarked,  that  the  only  merited  anfwer  for  the  Mr.Grcy 
honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Rolle)  was  the  ftiort  anfwer  of 
the  a£l  of  Parliament,  which  had  been  read.  Whether  the 
honourable  gentleman's  motives  were  good  or  not,  he  would 
leave  others  to  determine ;  but,  he  did  fufpeft  that  they  wer« 
not  good,  becaufe  they  tended  in  their  confequence  to  in« 
volvc  the  country  in  difunion,  alarm,  and  diftruft.  Mr, 
Grey  was  proceeding  to  enlarge  upon  the  ill  efieSs  of  the 
Goniequences,  which  darkly  infmuated  doubts,  and  unex- 
ampled fcruples,  founded  in  rumours,  which  he  flated  to  be 
malicious,  falfe,  libellous,  and  calumnious  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by. 

Sir  ff^iUiam  MoUfivc/rth,  who  faid,  that  he  could  not  fit       Sir 
ftill,  and  hear  his  honourable  friend's  motives  called  in  quef-  W.Molcl 
tion,  and  a  defign  to  promote  fuch  mifchievous  confequences  worth, 
imputed  to  him.     He  was  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
condituents ;  he  knew  the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  knew 
the  fehfe  of  his  conftituents  in  general,  that  he  had,  at  all 
times  faithfully  difcharged  his  duty  in  that  Houfe,  and  was 
worthy  of  their  confidence  and  efteem. 

Mr.  Grey  proceeding  again,  begged  leave  to  aflure  tlie  ho-  M  r.Grcj 
nourable  Baronet,  that  he  would  not  be  interrupted  by  any 
gentleman,  who,    under  pretence  of  calling  him  to  order, 
obliged  him  to  fit  down,  without  faying  a  fyllable  to  order, 
himfelf.     When  he  tranfgi  effed  againft  order,  tlie  Houfe,  he 
truftedt  would  proceed  regularly ;  whatever  he  might   fay 
that  was  diforderly,  the  Houfe  would  order  his  words  to  be 
taken  down,  and  would  proceed  to  ground  a  cenfure  upon 
thofe  words.     To  that  cenfure  he  ftiould  always  bow  with 
due  refpedl,  but^he  would  not  be  deterred  from  difcuffing  any 
queftibn  before  them,  by  any  individual's  rifing  to  call  him 
to  order  irregularly.     Mr.  Grey  juftified  his  qi\eftioning  the 
motives  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  by  declaring,  that  he 
conceived  it  to  be  his  undoubted  right  to  trace  every  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  motives  from  his  adlions,     He  made 
no  fcruple,  therefore,  to  fay  that  he  did  doubt  the  motives 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  amendment, 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  afFefted  to 
defire  that  no  difcuffion  might  take  place.     Mr.  Grey  pro- 
ceeded to  reprobate  the  rumours  alluded  to,  as  falfe,  libellous, 
and  calumniatory,  tending  to  create  in  the  minds  of  the  Pub- 
lic, at  a  moll  cricical  moment^  faJplclons  cc\ua\\y  Aexo^tvX^x^ 
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the  honour  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
dangerous  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  People,  inafmuch  as 
they   were  likely  to  promote  dillruft,  diilention,  and  dif- 
nnion. 
I^r.  Mr.  Aldetm:in  ffatfoky  Chairman  of  the  Conimittee,  ob- 

Alderman  ferved,. that  he  was  extremely  forry  that  a  queflion  of  order 
\Vatron. '  had  arifeh,  becaufe,  though  no  man  was  more  dedrous  of 
doing  his  duty  iii  that  Houfe  than  he  was,  in  any  fituation 
in  which  the  Houfe  might  do  him  the  honour  to  place  him, 
perhaps  there  was  not  a  perfon  prefent  lefs  familiar  than  him- 
ielf  with  that  intricate  fyftem,  tlie  fyftem  of  order.  He  did 
underftand,  however,  that  it  was  extremely  diforderly  for 
any  Member  to  impute  meafures  to  any  honourable  gentle- 
man for  his  condiift  in  that  Houfe,  and,  therefore,  he  was 
forry  that  he  had  fufFered  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  fpokien  laft,  to  proceed  in  thp  firll  inftance,  to  impute 
improper  niotives  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved 
the  amendment. 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  exprefleJ  his  belief  that  the  Ctiairmari 

Chancel-   had  very  corredlly  ftated  the  fadt,  as  to  the  point  of  order, 
lor  Pitt,     with  refpeft  to  the  imputing  motives  to  Members  for  their 
conduct  in  that  Houfe.     It  certainly  was  diforderly  to  im- 
pute motives  to  any  Member  of  Parliament  for  his  condudl ; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  it  ought  to  befo;  becaufe,  if  the 
practice  were  admitted,  the  freedom  of  debate  and  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding  would  be  undermined,  and  radically  in- 
jured.    In  the  early  part  of  his  fpeech,  the  honourable  gen — 
tleman,  (Mr.  Grey)  Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  had  ftated,  that  th^ 
ohly  infwer  to  any  doubt  or  fcruple  that  could  be  fuggefietl  ^ 
a^  to  the  fa6l  fo  often  hinted  at  in  the  debate,  was  the  ati'^ 
which  had  been  read;  and  yet,  no  fboner  liad  the  honou^mr-- 
able  gentleman  mentioned  tnat  as  a  fufficient  reply,  than  l^^e 
liad   thought  it  proper  to  proceed,  at  a  conljJcrable  lengti^li, 
to  add  others,  and,  as  he  ftiould  conceive,  much  weaker  c^  r- 
guments,  certainly  arguments  rhuch  more  injurious  to  ti  lie 
caufe  which  he  was  fo  defirous  to  defend.    He  was  perfuati,  ^ 
that  had  the  honourable  gentleman  left  the  ful^je£t  where      he 
found  it,  he  would  have  adied  more  judiciojfly,  dnd  irx     a 
manner  which  would  not,  he  was  fure,  have  lefthm  fo  mmjch 
caufe  of  regret  that  he  had  fpuken  at  all.     Before  he     fat 
down,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  he  would  repeat  the  fub- 
ftance  of  his  former  argument?,  from  which  no  intempera  nre 
of  injudicious  friends  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
\Vales,  no  inapplicable  argument,  nor  any  ill-timed  expref- 
fion  of  zeal,  either  real  or  pretended,  fliould  induce  hiru  to 
depart.     Mr.  Pitt  then  declared,  that  it  was  a  rect>!leflioi)  of 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  of  the  laws  that  were  in 
bciDgy  the  declaration  whkUhad  been  folcmnly  made  in  that 
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Houfe  two  feffions'^gOy  as  well  as  what  had  paffed  that  day, 

which  induced  him  to  declare,  that  he  did  not  fee  any  ground 

x>n  wbtch  there  ought  to  be  a  public  inquiry;  and,  therefore, 

he  was  willing  to  abide  by  the  claufe,  as  it  ftood  in  the  bill^ 

refting  upon  the  view  which  he  had  ventured  early  in  the 

converfation  to  take  of  the  bill,  when  he  had  ftated  his  rea- 

fons  for  fo  deciding  in  a  fort  of  temper,  which  he  could  not 

but  confider  as  much  more  becoming  the  nature  of  the  fub- 

jeA,  than  that  which  had  been  betrayed  by  the  olher  fide  of 

the  Houfe,  and  efpecially  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 

^ke  laft,  who,    if  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  cafe,  by   his 

declaration  had  confirmed,  that  whatever  he  faid  was  unne- 

teflEiry  to  be  advanced,  and  being  declared  with  fo  much 

beat,  was  liable  to  fome  queftion.     Therefore  it  was,  that 

hehad,  from  the  firft,  declared,  that  the  honourable  gentle* 

'  >man,  in  a  moment  of  refledtion,  would  regret  having  taken 

any  part  in  the  converfation  upon  the  claufe. 

Mr.  RoUe  contended  that  the  affertion  of  tlie  honourable  Mr,  RoJ 
gentleman  (Mr.  Grey)  had,  in  fome  degree,  confirmed  the 
declaration  of  the  right  honouraI>le  gentleman,  who,   two 
feffions  ago,  declared,  that  no  fuch  event   as  that  againft 
^    which  he  meant  to  guard,  was  known  to  have  arifen. 

Mr.  Dundas  trufted  that  he  fhould  receiv  3  the  pardon  of     Mr. 
the  Committee  for  having  rather  irregulnrly  called   for  the  Dundas 
queftion,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  fat  down  the  feconcl 
time,,  but  he  had  entertained   hopes  that  the  Committee  in 
general  would,  on  motives  of  common  prudence  and  deli- 
cacy, have  concurred  in  putting  an  end  to  the  difcufiion  at 
that  period.     Things  fince  had,  howt*ver,  taken  a  very  dif- 
ferent turn,  and  arguments  had  been  advanced  which  requir- 
-  led  fome  anfwer.     When  he  lieard  that  a  recent  aft  of  Par- 
liatnent  was  the  only  reply  fit  to  he  given  to  queftions  of  the 
deepeft  and  mod  ferious  importance,  he  could  not  fuhmit 
fhat  a  matter  of  fuch  magnitude  fiiould  veil  on  fuch  a  point, 
'^or  would  he  agree  that  the  eftecl  of  tlis  adl  of  Settlement 
^as  virtually  done  away  by  a  pofterior  aft,  which  did  not 
specifically  repeal  the  claufe  in  a  ftatute,  in  which  the  con- 
'citution  and  the  country  were  16  deeply  interefted,  as  the 
^A  of  William  and  Mary.     As  little  was  he  willing  to  fub- 
^irit,  that  the  rumour  alluded  to,  was  a  quellion  rather  to  be 
iaaghcd  at  than  argued.     Sotoflateit,  was,  furely,  paying 
^  bad  compliment  to  His   Royal  Highnefs  the   Prince  of 
Wales,  and  refting  his  caufe  on  a  weak  and  loofe  foundation. 
'He  was  ready  to  fay,  that  he  difbelieved  the  rumour,  for 
other,  and,  he  conceived,  for  better  reafons.     He  lamented 
a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times  the  abfence  of  the  right  ho 
nourable  gentleman  who  had  made  that  declaration  two  fef- 
fions ago,  which  had  decided  his  opinion  at  that  time,  and 
Vol.  XXV.  3  E  V^*^ 
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had  fmce  continued  to  preferve  it  fixed  and  unmoved.  Moft 
efpecially  did  he  regret  the  c;iufe  of  that  abfence ;  not  ths(t 
hq  meant  to  fay  that  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  fo  able  a  political 
general  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  the  leader  of  iti 
adverfe  party  in  that  Houfe  ;  he  knew  his  abilities,  his  judge* 
ment,  and  his  knowledge  of  politipal  tadlics,  too  well,  to 
wiih  to  have  him  at  the  head  of  an   oppofing  corps,  though 
he  had  no  fcruple  to  fay,  he  (hould  like,  at  all  times,  to  fee 
troops  marfhalled  and  led  on  by  an  able  and  ikilful  general ; 
but  he  wifhed  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  prefenc^ 
becaufe  he  entertained  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  right  honour- 
able  gentleman's  fincerity.  that  he  was  confident  he  would 
have  come  down  to  the  Houfe,  even  at  the  rifque  of  his  life^ 
to  have  ftated  his  fentiments  on  the  motion  of  the  right  ho^*  ; 
nourable  gentleman  behind  him,  if  any  point  had  occurred  \ 
to  have  induced  him  to  alter  the  opinion  which  he  entertain-  j 
ed,  when  the  fubje<^  had  been  brought  under  difcuffion  on  a   a 
former  occafion.     On  that  opinion,  folemnly  delivered  as  it    \ 
had  been  in  that  Houfe,  he  perfe6ll  y^  relied  ;  and,  therefore, 
he  was  ready  to  fay,  he  did  not. give  the  fmalleft  credit  to 
the  rumours  which  had  been  fo  olten  referred  to  in  thecourfe 
of  debate.     The  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe  feemed  anxious  to  provoke   a  difcuffion  of  the 
whole  fubjedl ';  he,  for  one,  fhould  feel  Jio  delicacy  in  the 
world,  but  for  afingleconfijderation,  and  that  was,  becaufe 
^     tw(5  perfons  muft  npceflarily  be  made  the  objedls  of  the  dif- 
cuffion.     With  regard  to  one  of  the  high  and  rcfpeSable 
perfonages  alluded  to,  he  certainly  fhould  feel  but  little  dif- 
ficulty, although   no  man  felt  .more  refpedl:  for  that  exalted 
perfonage  than  himfelf;  but  with  regard  tothe-ether  amiable 
charadier,  he  confefTed,  when  that  fex  canle  into  queftionin 
that  Houfe,  he  knew  not  how  to  agitate  a  fubje£l  of  fuch  de- 
licacy.    He  tlier^fore  wiflied,  at  all  times,  to  fhut  the  door 
npon  fuch  difcuffion s.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  cho-     | 
fen  to  argue  that  he  had  a  right  to  impute  what  motives  he 
pleafed  to  any  honourable  gentleman  in  that  Houfe;  but,     | 
'     lurely,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  the  laft  man  living  who     ; 
fhould  ufe  that  fpecies  of  reafoning.     Had -the   honourable 
gentleman  forgotten,  that  two  feflions  ago,  when  a  motion 
was  agitated  which  did  appear  to  be  a  queflion  per.(bnallf 
connedled  with  one  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  relations, 
(Lord  Tankerville)  and. the  motives  of  agitating  fuch  aquef* 
tion  were  talked  of,  as  unworthy  a  Member  of  Pari  lambent, 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  fire  on  the  occafion, 
and  in  terms  of  uncommon  warmth  and  indignation  declared, 
that  he  deemed  it  diforderly  to  impute  any  motives,  other 
than  good  motives,  to  any  honourable  gentleman  who  brought 
forward  any  queftion  Yr'vxVvm  \\\ofe  >n^V\^%    M\»  Dundas,  in 
6  coTv'fX^Wvi 
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ofion,  flattered  hiiiifelf  tliat  the  honourable  gentleman 
Grey)  would  give  him  leave  to  intimate  that  he  would 
(hewn  more  prudcrtce,  and  have  I)ctter  ferved  thecayie, 
lie  behalF  of  which  he  had  exerciied  his  zeal,  if  he  had 
:?ift  open  that  2;eai  fo  infurmountahle  a  reAraint  as  mull 
compelled  him  to  continue  filent  during  the  whole 
fc  of  the  debate  upon  the  fubjedV. 

[r.  Grey  anl'wered,  that,  fo  far  from  feeling  what  the  two  Mr.  Gr 
:Ji6nburable  gentlemen  had  fdid,  hemuft  experience,  on 
'  refleflion,  Ibme  portion  of  regret  for  the  manner  in 
:h  he  had  delivered  his  ftntiments,  he  was  ready  to 
56  himfelf  happy  for  having  delivered  his  opinion,  fince 
d  <Jrawn  from  the  two  right  honourable  gentlemen  ex- 
redeclarations,  that  they  neither  of  them  believed  any 
J  of  the  reports  fo  often  alluded  to  in  the  ccurfe  of  the 
tc.  Mr.  Grey  repeated  his  reprobation  of  ihofe  rei>orts 
Ifei  libellous,  and  caluminous.  He  admitted  the  juftire 
Ir.DundasV  remark  relative  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  aflured  the 
imittee  tliat  it  was  due  to  the  charadler  of  his  right  ho- 
nble  friend  to  declare,  that  no  confideration  of  health, 
iy  other  circumftance,  would  have  prevented  his  attend- 
in  his^  place,  if  he  had  not,  at  that  moment,  been  fully 
Bed  thpt  what  he  aflerted  on  a  former  occafion,  was 
:ly  true.  Had  the  cafe  been  otherwife,  his  right  honour- 
friend  would,  Undoubtedly,  have  been  prefent,  even' at 
ifque  of  his  life.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
)ferved,  had  contended  that,  on  cool  reflection,  he  muft 
fome  regret  at  what  he  had  faid,  and  the  other  right  ho- 
able  gentleman  had  remarked,  that  he  was  the  laft  man 
g  who  ought  to  have  imputed  improper  motives  to  the 
►arable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  of  amendment 
day,  becaufe  the  right  honourable  gentlemaft  had  ob- 
d  that  he  took  fire,  in  a  former  fefTion,  wlien  improj^r 
ves  had  been  talked  of,  relative  to  a  motion  which  he 
ntroduced.  He  admitte<l  that  thefaft  was  as  the  right 
uralle  gentleman  had  flated  it.  He  had  not  been  a 
iber  of  that  Houfe  long  before  the  occafion  in  queftion 
rred,  and  he  had  felt  his  honour  deeply  wounded  at  an 
tation,  which  he  confidered  as  totally  unmerited  at  the 
ent ;  but,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ^t  the  head 
IS  Majefly's  Exchequer,  had  foon  reconciled  him  to 
a  procedure,  and,  by  his  own  praftice,  had  taught  him 
lieve  that  it  was  the  ufual  practice  of  the  Houfe.  With 
d  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  virtuous  motives,  who 
nide  the  amendment,  the  honourable  gentleman  had,  by 
wn  conduft,  provoked  a  proof  of  his  intentions  to  be 
,  and  forced  him,  among  others,  to  urge  him  to  come 
ird  with  a  full  declaration  of  all  he  meant  by  his  niyfte- 
3  £  a  x'\o\^^ 
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rious -and  dark  all ufions.     A  right  ^honourable  and  learned^. 
-    gentleman'  (Mr.  Dundas)  feemed  to  intimate  that  he  had  hurt  * 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  caufe  by  hi>   indifcretion ;    but,  he' 
thanked  God,  it  was  a  caufe  fo  good  in  itfelf,  that  it  could.  | 
not  behijrt  by  any  man's  indifcretion.     As  to  himfelf,  what-.  '.\ 
foever  allegations  any  gentleman  might  think  proper  to  brings  1 
againft  him,  he  trufted  that  he  would  at  once  come  forward^  ^ 
and  he  fliould  find  him  prepared  to  me^t  him  with  a  becom- 
ing anfwer.  ' 
Sir  Wm,        Sir  PP'ni»  Molefwcrth  flattered  himfelf  that  the  CommitteeL^ 
Molef-     in  general,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr-.Grey)  in  pais  * 
Vforth.     ticular,  would  accept  of  his  apologies  for  the  warmth  with  .' 
which  he  had  called  him  to  order ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  \ 
'  entertained  fo  high  a  fenfe  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motives,  who  had  propofed  the  amendment^  that 
he  could  not  fit  filent  and  hear  thofe  motives  impeached.  He 
^was  always  forry  to  differ  from  his  honourable  friend,  buthc  - 
nfuft  differ  from  him  refpefling  the  claufe  in  the,bill  to.  which 
the  propofed  amendment  referred,  becaufe  he  was  convinced 
that  the  claufe,  as  it  ftood,  was  an  adequate  provifion  for 
^  the  fecurity  of  Church  and  State,  and  the  fucceffion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover. 

At  length,  Mr.  Watfon  put  the  queftion  on  Mr.  RoUe's 
amendment,  which  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

As  foon  as  the  claufe  concerning  a  <^eftraint  upon  the 
creation  of  Peerages  by  the  Regent,  had  been  read,^  i 

Sir  James  Sir' James  Johnjlone  declared  that  he  felt  himfelf  under  the 
Johnftonc.  neceffity  of  diffenting  fron\  it,  becaufe  Jie  confidered  it  as 
Ihutting  the  door  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  againft  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain.  The  reftriftion  ought  to  be  in  fonw 
fort  or  other  qualified.  If  the  Regent  were  allowed  to  make 
but  one  Peer  a  year,  he  fhould  be  fatisfied,  but  he  could  not" 
agree  that  the  other  Houfe  fhould  obtain  an  undue  weight  in 
the  fcale  of  the  conftitution,  and  that  the  heads  of  wealthy 
and  refpeftable  families,  who  had  feats  in, that  Houfe,  (hould 
he  debarred  from  any  chance  of  being  elevated  lo  the  hooours 
of  the  Peerage.  ' 

Mr.    Jol-      yiv.JolUffe  obferved,   that  hitherto  he   had,  withhoMen 
liffe.  the  mention  of  thofe  opinions  which  he  entertained ;  opinions 

which  certainly  amounted  to  a  full  objeftipn  againft  thepro* 
jefls  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  becaufe  he  was  de- 
ilrous  to  fee  the  extent  of*his  plan,  and  what  limits  he  would 
place  to  his  ambitious  views.  ^  He'had  valued  himfelf '00  the 
boldnefs  of  his  conduft  ;  but  he  had  overleaped  theexpefia- 
tions  of  his  moft  fangoine  admirers.  Mr.  Jolliffe  added, that 
he  would  riot  now  enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  fubjedat 
large,  which  he  propofed  to  do  at  a  future  opportunity,  but 
he  would  confine  what  he  had  to  fay  to  ihe  queftion  imine* 
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diately  before  the  Committee.     The   Royal  prerogative  of 
granting  the  higheft  honour  and  dignity   which  a  fuhjeft 
could  receive,  was,  perhaps,  the  very   firft  privilege  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  was  given  for  wife  and  beneficial  purpofes^ 
for  the  advantage  of  the  people,  and  thofe  who  were  the  oh- 
-jcfts  of  Government,  and  for  whofe  benefit  all  Government 
.  ufas  ereded,  and  not  for  any  aggrandifement  or  benefit  to 
theGovernor.     If  prudently  exercifed,  it  was  a  power  judi- 
cioufly  placed,  but  fhould  on  no  nccount  be  fubjeft  to  po- 
fitivc  and  abfolute  limitation.     The  defe<£ls  ariling  from  an 
injudicious  or  lavifli  exercife  of  this  power  went  to  the  aug- 
tpentation,  in  too  great  a  proportion^  of  the  ariftocratic  part 
of  the  conditution  ;  but,  the  limiting  that  prerogative,  was 
'to  veil  in  one  part  of  the  Legiflature  the  whole  legiflative 
capacity  of  the  kingdom.      1  he  reafons  for  this  prerogative 
were  two.     The  one  to  enable  tlie  Sovereign  to  reward  merit, 
and  to  bellow  favours  on-the  deferving;  the  other,  to  pre- 
terit a  combination  in  the  Houfeof  Peers,  which  might  fub- 
vert  the  very  exiftence  of  Monarchy    itfelf.     If  this  power 
was  well  placed  in  the  hrimls  of  the  King,  it  muft  be  fo  in 
the  hands  of  the  Regent;  for,  mifufe  of  power  was  as  liable 
to  one  man  as  another.     If  the  Minifters  of  the  King  were 
cenfurable  for  ill  advice,  fo  were   the  Minifters  of  the  Re- 
gent; and  if  the  Gover'nment  w.is  intended  to  he  well  admi- 
niftered,  it  was  as  neceflary  that  this  power  Ihould  be  in  the 
hands  of  one  as  of  the  other.     Merit  was  liable  to  arife  at  all 
•  periods,  and  equally  deferved  reward.     The  Houfe  of  Peers 
were  as  fi'bjeft  to  a  combination  during  a  Regency,  "as  at  any 
other  period,  which  required  control  at   all.     There  could, 
,thercfore,  be  no  reafon  affigned  for  his  limitation  ;  the  only 
excufe  was,  that   it  was  a  temporary  expedient  during  the 
incapacity  of  the  King,     But,  why  was  merit  to  go   unre- 
warded ?    Or,  why  were  the  Peers  to  have  a  pofitive  afcen- 
dancy  over  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  during  that 
interval ;  for  no  avowed  reafon,  but  in  reality  to  give  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  that  power  and  influence,  at 
which  he  had  long  been  aiming.     Another  indifputable  ob- 
je£tion  was,  that  no  period  was  fixed  when  this  limitation 
Ihould  ceafe.     So  that  if  His  Majefl:y   lived  for  any  time, 
however  long,  and  his  malady  continued,  the  Peers  might, 
in  defiance  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  Ihut 
their  doors,  and  govern  the  country  exa£lly  as  they    might 
think  proper.     He  therefore  moved,  "  To  limit  this  reftraint 
•<  for  the  term  of  one  year." 

Lord  North  remarked  that,  if  he  perceived   the  matter  in      i 
its  real   point  of  view,  this  reftrifiion,  like  all  the  others  No 
contained  in  the  bill,  was  grounded  on  the  probability  of  His 
Majefty's  fpeedy  recovery..     In  debating  the  refolutions,  it 

had 
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had  b6en  admitted,  that  if  the  period  antecedent  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  recovery  (hould  unfortunately  prove  long,  this  reftric* 
tion  refpecSting  the  pov^er  of  making  Peers  would  be  iiri- 
proper.  It  was  exceedingly  material,  therefore,  to  look  19 
dates.  The  firft  of  February,  which  was  the  time  ftated  in 
the  amendment,  was  almoft  a  year  from  that  day.  As  it 
was  two  morlths  Cmce  they  had  firft  examinfed  His  Majefty^s 
j)hyficians,  and  His  Majefty  had  been  ill  almoj(l  as  long  be- 
fore, the  period  prefcribed  by  the  amendment  would  be  full 
fifteen  months  from  the  commencement  of  His  Majefty*s  ill- 
ncfs,  as  laid'bcfore  the  Privy  Council.  He  appealed,  there* 
fore,  to  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  Committee,  whe-\ 
tber  this  reftriclion  did  not  tend  to  make  the  Houfe  of  Peers 
form  too  great  a  balance  in  the  conftitution,  to  overweigh 
that  Houfe,  and  deftroy  theequipoife  which  the  conftitutioh 
had  wifely  given  to  the  f\iree  branches  of  the  Legiflature. 
*  .  If  the  claufe  paffed  without  limitation,  it  would  tempt  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  to  reta-n  tlie  power  whicli  it  gave  them,  and 
to  reiufe  to^jart  with  it,  when  circumftances^night  hereafter 
render  it  advifeable  to  take  ofFthe  reftridtion.  By  limiting 
the  duration  of  the  reftriftion  to  the  firft  of  February,  he 
contended,  that  the  Houfe  would  referve.  its  own  right  to 
exercife  i»s  authoiity.  If  the  King  ftiould  not  then  he  reco- 
vered, they  might  refume  the  confideration,  and  continue  it 
for  a  longer  time,  if  tliey  fliould  deem  it  advifeable ;  whereaF, 
if  they  pafl!ed  the  reftrifiion,  without  any  limitation,  they 
.  would  deprive  themfelves  of  the  power  of  exercifing  their 
own  difcretion,  and  lay  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  the  mercj 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
Mr.  ,  Mr.  Ifisac  Hawkins  Br.wne  obferved,  that  he  was  deter- 
»ac  H.  tnined  not  to  fupport  the  amendment,  although  he  had  be- 
rownc.  f^^Q  voted  for  feme  limitation  of  this  paaicular  reftriAion. 
Whenever  the?  melancholy  occafion  fliouId  occur  that  they 
might  find  themfelves  unfortunately  obliged  to  confider  His 
Majefty's  recovery  improbable,  he  was  fure  that  they  would 
all  meet  it  with  the  extremeft  regret,  and  the  moft  heartfelt 
concern^  It  would,  therefore,  prove  too  early  to  become  a 
welcome  occafion,  let  the  period  be  ever  fo  lengthened.  At 
prefent,  they  felt  fome  confolatibn  under  the  cakimitouscir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  from  the  afiurances  of  His  Ma- 
jefty*s  phyficians  that  there  Was  a  ftrong  probability  of  his 
recovery.  They  ought^  therefore,  to  allow  time  for  that' 
happy  event  to  take  place,  and  he  ftiould  think  three  years 
not  too  long  a  period.  TWo  years  at  leaft  ought  to  be  aU 
lowed.  .  f 

r.Chan.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  remarked,  that  he  ftill  difapproved 
lorPitte  of  the  amendment,  on  the  fame  ground  which  induced  him 
to  oppok  it  when  the  refolutvou  lud  been  under  difcuffiotf 
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in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation.  The  nohle 
Lord  had  urged  the  fame  reafons  againfl  it>.  which  he  had 
then  advanced,  and  which  had  then  been  anfwered^  and  there- 
fore he  fhouldnot  repeat  his  arguments  over  again.  As  to 
the  amendment,  he  thought  one  year  too  fhort  a  time  for  a 
limitation,  if  a  limitation  of  any  particular  jeftridlion  were 
deemed  neceflary.  It  was  perfedlly  fair  for  thofe  gentlemen 
who  had  deemed  fome  limitation  neceffary,  to  ohjedl  to  the 
amendment,  as  propofing  a  limitation  of  too  fliort  a  time. 

Mr.  Fitzherbert  contended,  that  the  Regent  would  become  Mr. 
aflually  excluded  from  the  power  of  carrying  on  the  govern-  Fitzhcrbc 
ment  of  the  country,  if  the  bill  in  queAion  ihould  pafs  into 
a  law.  Our  anceftors,  in  framing  the  conilitution,  had 
adopted  three  branches  of  the  Legiflatute,  each  of  which  was 
to  have  a  diftinS  and  feparate  power.  He  was,  he  declared, 
as  unwilling  to' invade  the  rights  of  the  Crown  as  of  any 
other  branch ;  but,  the  bill  took  away  the  neceflary  powers 
of  the  Crown,  and  provided  a  crippled  and  enfeebled  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Fitzherbert  alluded  to  the  vote,  "  That  the  in- 
"  fluence  of  the  Crown  had  increafed,  was  increaling,  and 
"  ought  to  be  diminished,"  and  aflerted,  that  the  prefent 
bill  tended  todiminifh  it  fo  totally,  as  to  deflroy  its  neceflary 
confequence  in  the  conflitution. 

Mr.  Martin  voted  in  favour  of  the  amendment^  from  the  Mr.  Ma 
apprehenfion  that  if,  by  the  time  mentioned  in  it,  His  Ma-  tin. 
jelly's  health  fhould  not  become  rcftored,  theie  would  be  a 
veiy  poor  chance  of  his  recovery. 

Mr.  Burke  (i\id,  that  he  fliould  not  fcruple  to  declare  that  Mr. 
he  had  always  doubted  the  intentions  of  the  propofer  of  the  Buikc. 
refolutions,  when  he  got  the  Houfe  to  vote  thofe  refolutions. 
He  ftated  his  fears  at  the  time,  and  thofe  fears,  that  it  was 
intended  by  prevailing  on  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  pre- 
vioufly  to  pledge  themfelves  in  order  to  force  them  to  aban- 
don their  deUberative  capacity  hereafter,  were  now  fully  ve- 
rified. The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared,  that 
unlefs  any  thing  new  was  ftated,  he  would  fay  no  more  upon 
thefubjeft.  One  riglit  honourable  gentleman  lamented  his 
right  honourable  friend's  abfence  a  thoufand  times.  Mr. 
Bufke  faid,  he  comparatively  had  reafon  to  lament  it  ten 
thoufand  times.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  la- 
mented the  abfence  of  a  General,  the  abieft  that  ever  con* 
<lu£led  an  oppofition  army,  what  ought  not  his  lamentation 
to  be  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  a  high  fenfe  of 
the  phalanx  that  he  fought  with.  If  he  ran,  he  knew  he  ran 
with  Kings.  He,  therefore,  thought  nothing  of  conquering 
their  irregular  army,  without  their  General  to  lead  them. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  reminded  him  of  Monte- 
cucuUi,  who,  on  the  death  of  Marflial  Turenne,  broke  his 
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ftaff,  and  faid  he  wowld  fight  no  more,  becaufe  he  had  no 
enemy  left  that  was  worthy  to  cope  with.     Mr.  Burke  ad- 
verted to  the  period  of  hiftory  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
ftated  fails  appofite  to  his  argument,  declaring  that  he  wifhed 
thettght  honourable  gentleman   an  happy  retirement,  con- 
fciotrs  as  he  was  that  he  was  oppofing  an  adverfary  tliat  could  . 
ruin  him,,  and  who  chofe  that  day  to  conquer,  as   all  good 
Generals  would  wifti  to  do,  without  rifking  a  battle.     Mr, 
Burke  faid,  whether  he  could  produce  any  thing  new  or  not, 
he  (hould  certainty  acquit  his  cjonfciente,  and  endeavour  to 
do  his  duty.     He  defired,  in   the  firft  place,  to  be  Ihewn 
when,  in  any  Regency  bill,  preceding  the  prefent,  there  had 
been  a  limitation  of  Peers  ?    He  contended,  that  the  pre- 
fent limitation  muft  be  propofed,  on  a   fufpicion   that   the 
Prince  would  abufe  his  truft,  or  that  His  P.oyal  Highnefs'i 
friends  were  fuch  men  as  were  fufpicious,  or,  from  the  af- 
fedted  motive  that  the  King  would  be  hurt,  if,  upon  his  re- 
covery, he  foiind  a  change  of  tables,  chairs,  and  flools  about 
his  perfon  ;  for  it  was  not  lefs  abfurd  to  fuppofe  one  thing 
than  the  other.     Mr.  Burke,  in  order  to  exemplify  his  argu- 
ment that  the  King  had,  at  various  times,  fufFered  different 
men,  and  at  different  periods,  to  increafe  the  Peerage,  went  ■ 
through  a  lift  of  the  various  Adminiftrations  of  late  years.     , 
He  firft  mentioned  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  whofe  power,    i 
he  obferved,  had  been  as  large  as  his  heart,  and  yet,  whe?^  he 
poflefted  the  power  a  fecond  time,  he  ufed  it  with  mildnefs. 
He,  in  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  fuffered  his  natural  warmth  to 
hurry  him  into  a -violent  invedlive  againft  the  fupporters  of 
the  bill.     He  imputed  tlieir  infifting  on  fuch  a  reftridlion  as 
that  under  confideration,  to  the  blacknefs  of  their  hearts, 
and  the  rooted  degree  of  their  malignity.     He  charged  every 
y     man  who  fliouid  vote  for  the  reftridlions,  fully  and  expl  »-• 
citly  with  the  worft  motives,  becaufe  he  could  not  fuppo'f'^ 
they  would  not  vote  without.     With  regard  to  the  probable 
prodigal  making  of  Peers,'  Mr.  Burke  faid,  it  was  a  lland^X" 
The  motives  c  'uld  not  be  formed  from  the  Prince,  bccav»  ^ 
thofe  who  afcrihed  them,  did  not  know  him  ;  it  could  not  to 
from  the  men,  becaufe  their  power  had  before  been  exerts 
without  abufe.     The  Duke  of  Portland,  for  inftance,   h^ 
often  ferved  His  Majefty  ;  firft  as  Lord  Chamberlain,  whi<^ 
place  he  filled  with  high  honour ;  then  as  Lord  Lieutenai-^ 
of  Ireland,  and  laftly,  as  Firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafury ;  »-"■ 
in  each  capacity,  the  noble  Duke  bad  afted  to  the  fati$fii6l:i.   ^ 
of  his  Sovereign.     Would  it  be  contended,  that  His  Maj^  ^ 
could  be  pleafed  only  by  one  perfon  ?  Let  it  be  remember-^ 
how  many  and  how  different  the  fort  of  men   were,  wh 
ht  bad  at  different  times  favoured  ?  The  Earl  of  ShielbuET^ 
who  was  at  one  time  geneiaWY  ^M^^ofeJi  x.^\i^  ii&SkAVi^ 


.17%.  ,D    E    B    A    T    E    S4  40: 

iQg^.  and  who  was  now  in  the  woods,  was  at  a  particular 
tpoA  in  favour.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  alfo, 
rho  waS'Once  the  laft  perfon  likely  to  be  in  favour  at  Court, 
ad  Gnce  been  in  favour,  and  had  well  repaid  that  favour: 
rhy  then  was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  perfons  who  had  been 
nee  in  His  Majefty's  favour,  might  not  be  fo  again  ?  There 
lever  had  been  fo  many  Peers  made,  Mr.  Burke  obferved, 
a'during  the  prcfent  Adminiftration.  He  adverted  to  Mr. 
RoQe's  declaration  on  a  former  occafion,  that  there  had  been 
|Rr(bns  created  Peers  during  the  prefent  Minifter's  power, 
«ho  were  not  fit  to  be  his  grooms,  and  made  a  variety  of 
fotinentand  pointed  animadverfions  upon  it ;  and  yet,  he 
remarked,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  the  largeft  ufe  of  this  txercife  of  the 
Royal  prerogative,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  permit  a  temporary  exercife  of  it  by  the  Minifters  of 
the  Regent.  If,  therefore,  the  Committee  put  no  period  to 
ihe  reftridlion,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  it  was  diredly  againft  the 
Conflitution  ;  and  he  afked,  if  no  great  men  in  this  king*- 
dom  exifted  worthy  of  being  difiinguiflicd,  except  thofe 
fthoin  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  diAinguifhed  ? 
He  contended,  that  this  was  an  atFront  to  the  noble  young 
men  of  the  kingdom,  and  he  put  feveral  cafes  hypothetical! y 
of  young  men  of  noble  families  fit  to  be  made  Peers.  He 
kook  notice  of  the  declaration  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  that  the  Prince  might  indemnify  himfelf 
>y  promifes,  which  he  confidered  as  an  affront  to  the  law, 
he  landed  intereft,  and  the  nobkfji  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. Mr.  Burke  went  over  Lord  Nonh's  ground  of  ar- 
^ment,  that  the  reftrifiion  in  queftion  would  tend  to  fup* 
K)rt  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  a  combination  againft  the  Crown, 
ind  to  encourage  a  faction  in  that  Houfe ;  points  which  he 
urged  with  additional  force  of  argument.  In  the  courfe  of 
lisfpeech,  Mr.  Burke  more  than  once,  by  tlie  vehemence  of 
fiis  manner,  caufed  an  oxprefiion  of  laughter  from  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  ;  on  one  of  thcfe  occafions  he  remarked, 
:hat  gentlemen  might  laugh  poor  honcfty  out  of  countp* 
lance,  but  thev  would  better  i)rove  their  claim  to  refpedV, 
y  anfwciing  his  arg>nnents.  He  put  it  to  their  confciences, 
/hen  they  confidered  what  they  were  doing,  whether  they 
rereading  juftly,  afiing  as  t!iey  did?  declaring,  that  their 
oniluil  would  only  vex  him  at  the  moment,  as  any  other 
nanimate  thing  that  might  come  in  his  way  would  do,  with- 
out ferioully  difturbing  his  judgement,  or  affedling  his 
dind. 

Mr.   Thljllcth'-jjaiie  remarked,  that  he  had  not  fpoken  his     Mr* 
'entimen's  before;  he  therefore  took  an  opportunity  of  de-  ThiftU- 
tlaring,  that  he  highly  applauded  the  coiidudl  of  the  right  thwaite. 

Vol.  XXV.  3  F  honourable 
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honourable  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  that  he  had  not  (hewn  tht 
lead  difrefpefl  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that  there  was,  la 
his  opinion,  no  foundation  for  the  complaint  of  a  crippled.! 
Regency  • 

The  Peerage  teftriflion  was  voted. 

When  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  reilri£lion  relative  tB 
penfions,  reverfions,  offices  for  life,  &c. 
L.  Nortli*      Lord  North  renewed  his  argument,  that  tlie  King  ought^. 
on  his  recovery,  tofindhimfelf  in  no  worfe  fituation,  than, 
before  his  illnefs,  and  that  therefore,  although  the  Regenl 
might  be  redrained  from  coiiverting  any  place  during  pleih 
fure,  into  a  place  for  life»  yet  he  ought  to  be  enabled  to  grant 
places  for  life,  as  they  fell  in.     His  Lordfliip  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  to  infert  words  fubftantially>  importmg  that  the 
Regent  fliould  have  no  power  to  grant  fuch  places  for  li^  ^ 
as  were  on  the  firft  of  November  laft,  places  during  His 
Majefty's  pleafure. 

After  fome  converfation  between  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls, 
Lord  North,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  the  latter  arranged 
the  amendment,  fo  as  to  make  it  fall  in  naturally  with  tht 
con(lru£iion  of  the  fentences  of  the  claufe.  Lord  North 
returned  his  thanks  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  for 
his  arrangement,  and  the  queftion  on  the  amendment  was  pot  . 
and  negatived. 

Lord  North  next  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  an  amend- 
ment, grounded  on  the  probable  circumilance,  of  the  Regent's  ^ 
having  occafion  to  appoint  a  Lord  Chancellor,  or  a  Lord 
Keeper.  In  that  cafe,  the  Regent  mull  neceffarily  look  to 
high  fituations  in  the  law,  or  to  barrifters  in  great  pra6lice^ 
and  as  the  place  of  a  Lord  Chancellor  was  precarious,  from 
its  being  a  political  fituation,  it  could j;iot  be  expefted,  that 
any  man  would  quit  the  bench,  or  the  bar,  without  fome  fe- 
curity,  in  cafe  of  difmiflion  from  the  office  of  holding  the 
great  feal,  &c.  Lord  North  enlarged  much  upon  the  point. 
He  obferved,  that  Judges  held  their  offices,  quamdiu  ft 
bene  gejfertntj  and  that  the  place  of  a  Lord  Chancellor  was 
properly  during  pleafure.  What,  therefore,  he  a(ked,  could 
induce  a  Judge,  who  held  his  office  for  life,  or  a  barrifier 
who  might  get  from  five  to  feven  thoufand  a  year  by  his 
pra(Slice,  to  quit  either  for  the  great  feals,  which  he  might 
not  perhaps  hold  for  a  fortnight,  unlefs  fome  fecurity  was 
afForded  him  by  a  reverfionary  office  ?  he  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  avowed  principle  on  which  it  was  declared 
a  Regent  ought  to  be  appointed,  was,  that  he  (hould  chufehis 
political  fervants,  and  furely  it  would  be  admitted,  that  a 
Lord  Chancellor  was  as  eilential  a  political  fervant,  as  any 
other  whatever.  He  declared,  therefore,  that  he  ha3  pre- 
pared fome  words  to  come  la  hj  way  of  addition  to  the 

chafe, 
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lanfe,  but  he  did  not  think  that  a  fufficient  fecurity,  be* 
tuStj  in  cafe  a  place  of  reverfion  was  given  to  a  Lord  Chan- 
sdlor,  upon  either  lefignation  or  difmiflion,  the  perfon  wlio 
iud  held  the  feals,  might  be  a  confiderable  time  without  any 
provifion.  He  tliererore  meant  to  move  a  claufe,  which,  hs 
Iras  aware,  maft  be  propofed  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  but  whicli 
he  thought  it  fair  to  ftate  then,  as  it  made  an  eflential  part  of 
the  confideration,  that  the  Regent  fhould  be  impowered  to 

Ct  fuch  perfon  accepting  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  a 
ing  penfion  of  2700!.  a  year.  His  Lordfhip  explained, 
tint  the  reafon  of  his  taking  the  particular  fum  of  2700I.  a 
^tear,  was,  becaufe  that  was  the  fum  allotted  by  Mr.  Burke's 
tiU|  for  the  reform  of  the  Civil  Lift,  to  tellers  of  the  Exche- 

CT,  in  lieu  of  their  emoluments  heretofore.  This  his  Lord- 
pfaid,  was  a  lefs  fum  than  any  lawyer  and  barrifter  of  great 
bafinefs  muft  quit,  when  he  accepted  of  the  place  of  Lord 
Chancellor.  His  Lordfliip  added  fome  further  remarks,  il- 
kftfativeof  his  firft  amendment,  and  the  claufe  thathe meant, 
in  a  fubfequent  ftage  of  the  bufineG  to  move  ;  he  concluded 
with  intreating,  that  although  it  was,  as  he  well  knew,  a 
fmall  irregularity,  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  might 
be  read,  as  they  made  a  part  of  the  fame  objedl. 

The  amendment,  and  the  intended  claufe,  were  according- 
Ij  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Burke  rofe  immediately,  and  made  a  fliort  fpeech  in      Mr. 
relation  to  his  own  bill,  the  objeft  of  which  he  complained,    B^i^kc, 
had  been  fruftrated  by  the  condufl  of  thofe  who  had  adteJ 
on  a  different  fyftem. 

The  Marquis  of  Graham  ohjefled  to  the  amendment,  and  Marq. 
to  the  claufe,  because  he  conceived  they  tended  to  give  G""*"*"" 
the    Regent  a   power    beyond  any  that   the    Crown  en- 
joyed.      His    Lordftiip    very     neatly    and  nervoufly    ex- 
plained   the  principles    on    which    he    grounded    his   opi- 
nion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ohferved,  ihnt  he  believed  it  was  not  M*** 
parliamentary  to  (liiciifs,  whether  there  was  a  certainty  ofj  "" 
finding  a  fucceflbr  ny  til-:  noble  and  learned  Lord,  who  now 
held  the  great  Teals ;  he  hoped  fo  unfortunate  a  circumftance 
a«  the  country's  being  in  danger  of  being  deprived  of  the 
;Ul2ftance  of  fo  able  a  Minifter  was  not  likely  to  hapjien;  cer- 
tain he  was,  a  fit  fucceffor  could  not  eafily  be  found.  When 
this  matter  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  riglit  honourable 
gentleman,  who  was  abfent,  he  had  fairly  ftated  what  he 
thought  to  be  th^  fad,  that  there  ought  to  be  the  means  of 
inducing  a  perfon  fit  to  hold  the  office,  to  take  the  great  fcal. 
He  was  of  the  fame  opinion  ftill,  but  he  did  not  conceive 
the  Houfe  ought  to  anticipate  fuch  a  vacancy,  ^m\  to  provide 
for  it  before  it  happened.  With  regard  to  thr  fum  of  ^700!. 
n  yenr,  as  the  amount  of  a  TiOntiuT  penllon,  to  provide  for 
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the  perfon  who  ihight  be  difmiffed  from  the  great  feal,  he 
thought  it  a  fair  propofal ;  hut   he  obje£led  to  its  b^ftig'' 
adopted,  as  part  of  the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  he  deemed  k  botn 
premature  and  unneceflary.  Whenever  the  occafjon  occurredf 
a  bill  might  be  brought  in  to  provide  for  it,  and  he  Ciw  not 
thefmalleft  objefl ion  that  could  be  made  to  it ;  but  ifthejr 
agreed  to  it  now,  they  would  feem  to  anticipate  a  declara- 
tion of  an  opinion,  that  the  Regent  muft  neceilarily  have  ai 
new  Cbancellor,  an  event  which  he  was  peffuaded  would  bei 
ferioufly  lamented  by  the  country. 
J-d-North      Lord  North  obferved,  that  he  hoped,  with -the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,   there  might  be  no  occiCfion ;  but,  Re' 
muft  fay,  that  if  the  power  was  not  put  into  the  Regent*i 
hands,  they  )*eceded  from  their  declaration  of  giving  the  Re- 
gent the  power  of  chufing  his  political  fervants.  His  Lordfliip 
argued  and  maintained  this  point  very  ably,  contending,  that 
if  upon  a  vacancy  of  the  great  feal,  the  matter  was  to  be  de- 
hated  again  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  was  breaking  the 
corner  ftone  of  the  plan,  the  foundation  ofwhich  was,  that  ' 
the  Regent,  and  not  the  Parlrainenr,  (liould  have  the  choice 
of  his  political  fervants. 
VTr.Cban-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  and  perfifted  in  his  argument, 
ellor Pitt,  that  the  amendment  was  not  neceflary,  as  no  objs6lion  could 
be  made,  when  the  occafjon  to  apply  to  Parliainent  fliould 
be  neceflary. 
1-d.  North      Lord   North   rofe   again,    and    contended,    that    it   was, 
and  had  been  ufual,  for  Parliament  to  interfere  with  Mi- 
niftry  holding   their  places,  by   addrefling  the  Crovvh,  to 
remove  certain    Minifters   from    its    councils,   but    it   had 
never  gone   fo   far,   as    to   advife    the  Crown    to   appoint 
A«  B.  or  C.  D.  Minifters,  and  thaf,  he  contended,  would 
in  effeft  be  the  confequence  of  not  adopting  his    amend- 
ment, 
^r.  She-       Mr.  Sheridan^  with  grp3t  wit  and   acutenefs,  argued,  that 
idan.        what   had    fallen    from    the    right    honourable    gentleman, 
amounted    to   a   declaration,   that   he    confidered   the  pre- 
fent Lord  Chancellor  as    thinking  fo    highly   of  the  fiic- 
ceflbrs  of  the  exifting  Minifters,    that    he    was   willing  to 
remain   in    oiEce,  notwithftanding   his  prefent  co-partners 
were  difmifled.     He  confidered  the  riglit  honourable  geni 
tleman's  conduft,   as    a  defign   to  fmooth  the  way   to  the 
Lord   Chancellor's  retreat,  when  neceflivry,   and  as"  provid- 
ing for  adding  that  noble  Lord's  ftrength,   as   long  as  he 
.     did   remain   in  office,  to  that  fortrefs,   which,   Mr.   Sheri- 
dan, faid,  he  had  before  defcribed,  as  the  place   of  ftrength 
which    the  right  honourable   gentleman   hnd  provided  for 
his  own  retreat.     A  variety  of  poflTibie  cafes  nnght  occur, 
fuppofm^  the  prefent  Lord  Chancellor  was   to  continu:*  in 
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office,  and   yet  an  occaGon  might  offer,  to  induce  him 
to  qirit'  his  (ituation.     Suppofe  there  fhould  be  a  vacan- 
cy Jn  any  diftinguiflied  office  of   tlie  law.     The  office  of 
the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  forinftance;  and  though  a  learned, 
lefpcdable,  and  every  way  a  qualified  gentleman,  fliould 
be  propofed  by  the  Minifter,  the  Lord  Chancellor  fhould 
idSft  the  nomination,  and  fliould  declare,  that  he  would 
not  ratify  it,  by  putting  the  great  feal  to  the  commiffion. 
Alirer  a  deal  of  refinance,  and  a  full  exemplification  of  the 
natural  ferocity  and  flurdinefs  of  his  temper,  and  the  pof- 
fibility  of  its  being  fignified,  that  he  mufl  either'  give  way, 
,  or  quit   his  (ituation,   he   might,   in    fpight  of  his  brutal 
Uuffiiefs,  afient  to  the  appointment ;  but,  fuppofe  he  fhould 
,  not,  or  fuppofe,  that  by  illnefs,  as    at  prefent,  the  Lord  ^ 
Chancellor  was  prevented  attending  his  duty  in  the  Houle 
of  Lords,   a   vacancy  might   poffibly  be  occafioned ;  who 
could  the  Regent's   Adminiftration  procure  for  a  fuccefTor* 
under  the  difability  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee?  As 
totheright  honourable  gentleman,  he  had  fo  often  fignified 
bis  departure  from  office,  and  taken  leave  of  the  Houfe  again 
ind.again,  that  it  was  wonderful  he  had  not  before  fignified 
the  preference  which  the  prefent  Lord  Chancellor  gave  his 
probable  fucceffors,  in  comparifon  with  the  prefent  Mini- 
Iters. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  had      Mr. 
Indulged   himfelf  in  imputing  words  to  him,  which  he  had  Chance! 
never  fpoken,  and  a-^plying  arguments  which  he  had  never  ^^^  ^'"' 
uttered.     The  honourable  gentleman  contended  that  he  had 
fignified  his  (ic»parture  from  office.     Surely,  the  honourabl 
gentlenian  had  a  molt  perverfe  memory.     His  fuccefTors  ha  A 
lieen  named  to  him,  but  he  had  never  yet  heard  of  the  leaft 
circumflance  which  authorized  him   to  declare  that  he  was 
.about  to  quit  his  place.     When  he  did  hear  any  thing  l:ke 
it,  he  fhould  have  mnch  to  fay  to  tliat  Houfe,  to  exprets  his 
acknowledgments  for  the  fupport  he  had  received,  to  confefs 
his  nhligations   to  them,  and  to  declare  his  hopes,  that  he 
/hould  'not   qu'ix  his  fituation,  avowing  principles  lefs  wor- 
thy their  regard  and  efleem,  than  he  brought  with  him  into 
office- 
Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  tliat  the  right  hor^ourable  gentle-  Mr.  She 
nian,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  make  a  fine  fpeech  at  his  exit     ridan. 
from  office,  or,  according  to  the  vulgar  expreffion,  an  excel- 
ent  fleJivery  of  his  laft  dying  words  and  confefiion. 

The  Committee   proceeded  through  the  next  claufe,  re- 
petf^ing  the  Dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

The  Chairman  was  then,  on  the  motion  of  Tvlr.  Chan- 
:ellor  Pitt,  direfled  to  report  progrefs,  and  aCv  leave  to  fit 
igain, 
•     '  As 
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As  fodn  as  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  Mr.  Watfon,  tha  ^ 
'  Chairman   of  the    Committee,  reported  progrefs,  and  thi  J 
Committee  had  leave  to  irt  again.     7  he  Houfe  adjourned* 

Monday^  gth  of  February, 

A  mcffage  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Montagu 
and  Mr.  Leeds,  two  Mafters  in  Chancery,  to  acquaint  tht  .- 
Commons,  that  their  Lordfliips  had  appointed  the'  enfaing  { 
Monday,  for  taking  into  further  confideratioil  the  trial  <oi- 
Governor  Haftings. 
Mr.RolIe.      Mr^  Rol/e  begged  leave,  previoufly  to  the  motion  for  tht 
order  qf  the  day,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  pa*  ' 
per  that  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  would  read  to  ths 
Houfe;  Mr.  RoUe  then  read  it  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Grey  was  very  feverc  upon  Mr.  Rollc;  without 
*^  any  refervation  whatever,  he  charged  the  mover  with    '. 
**, motives  devoid  of  honour  and  principle;  fuch  as  no  ho-   ' 
**  neft  man  would  dare  to  do,  or  could  jgftify."  .  .- 

Mr«  RoUe  now  added,  that  his  motives  tor  moving  tha  ^ 
amendment,  which  he  had  proppfed  on  Saturday,  were,  be- 
caufe  he  confidered  that  the  claufe  in  the  bill  did  not  attach  ' 
to  certain  cafes  which  might  pofEbly  happen.     He  faw  no 
ftatute  or  aft  of  Parliament,  that  guarded  againft  the  pre-    i 
vious  marriage  of  the  Regent,  and  as  fuch  a  ciccumftance    ■ 
would  be   improper,  he  wifhed  to  guard  againft  any  fuch    * 
pof&ble  cafe.     The   prefent  bill,  he  conceived,  would  Vt 
an  adl  of  Parliament  which  did  attach  to  a  Regent's  roar- 
,    riage.     He  had  wifiied,  therefore,  by  effahlifliing  a  prece- 
dent, to  guard  againft  any  future  mifconception  on  the  fub- 
jcft.     His  principal  objeft  was,  to  fupport  the   Houfe  of 
Erunfwick,  and  to  give  the  Prince,  for  whom  hi  entertained 
a  fmcerc  refpeft,  an  opportunity  of  clearing  up  all  doubts. 
When  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him   had  ufed 
violent  epithets,  in  the  courfe  of  his  I'peech,  as  imputable  to 
liis  motives,  he  had  not  thought  that  he  ^as  ferious,  but  at- 
tributed them  merely  to  the  heat  of  debate  ;  but,  if  upon 
cool  refleftion,  the  honourable  gentleman  ftiould  perfift  io 
tliofe  declarations,  he  fliould. think  them  as  uncandid  and 
illiberal,  as  they  were  unjuft. 
Mf.Grcy.      Mr.  Grey  now  rofe,  but  was  interrupted  by  the  Sneaker, 
who  remarked,  that  it  was  with   much  pain  that  he  had  h- 
ftened  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  he  had  really  ima- 
gined, from  what  he  had  faid  in  the  early  part  of  his  fpeech, 
that  he  meant  to  have  concluded  with  fome  motion.     No- 
thing could  be  much   mbre  diforderly,  than  for  any  Member 
to  allude  to  what  liad  pafled  in  debate  upon  a  former  dayj 
but  it  was  nioft  diforderly  to  make  what  appeared  in  a  newf- 
pnpcr,  the  fubjecl  of  debate  in  that  Houfe.     He  begged,  there- 
fore 
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mtf  that  not  a  fyllable  more  might  be  advanced,  refpefting 
what  had  fidlen  from  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  R9II*  was  proceeding  to  declare,  that  his  only  mo-  Mr.Rolle. 
tivcs  were 

When  Alderman  Newnham  rofe  inftantly,  and  remarked,      Mr. 
<bat  if  one  gentleman  had  been  heard,  he  hoped  that  another  Alderman 
nucht  receive  permiffion  to  he  heard.  Newnham 

The  Spioker  inlifted,  that  inch    a  diforderly  converfation     The 
fliguld  not  continue.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rofe  next,  and  called  for  the  order  of  Mr.Chan- 
the  day,  which  having  been  read  accordingly,  and  Alderman  ccllorPiu, 
Watfon  having  taken  his  feat  at  the  table, 
The  twelfth  claufe  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 
Mr.  Dempjin-  deCred,  as  he  difcovered  by  that  claufe,  that       Mr. 
the  Prince  of  Wales  was  not  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  Dempftcr. 
the  perfonal  eftate  of  His  Majefty,  to  know  in  what  hands 
It  was  intended  that  it  (hould  remain  entrufted  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///,  anfwered,  that  the  queftion  which     Mr. 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  put,  was,  whether  there  Chanccl- 
wa  a  pofitive  provifion  ?  He  could  reply  in  the  aflSrmative ;  ^^^  ^"^* 
yet,  he  knew  not  where  that  perfonal  property  was;  but,  if 
the  King  poiTefled  it,  it  mud  be  in  the  hands  of  a  truftee. 

Mr.  Anjiruiher  afked,  who  thofe  truftees  were.  The  Mr.  An- 
ptoperty  might  be  fquandered  away.  They  did  not  know  ftruthcr. 
to  whom  to  apply,  or  if  ihey  did,  they  might  not  be  able  to 
pt  at  it.  If  they  took  care  that  the  fon  fliould  not  embez- 
zle that  property,  they  ought  to  take  care  alfo  that  no  other 
perfon  (hould.  Mr.  Anftruther  propofed  a  claufe,  appoint- 
ing the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the 
Chief  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  and  Common 
Fleas,  Truftees. 

.    Mr.  Chancellor  Pu  faid,  as  it  was  a  feparate  claufe,  it  Mr.Chao. 
had  better  be  offered  at  the  end  of  (he  bill.  Pitt. 

Mr.  Anjlruther  acceded  to  the  propofition. 
The  thirteenth  claufe  was  read  and  carried,  without  any 
obfcrvatipn. 

The  fourteenth  claufe,  providing  for  the  payment  of  His 
Majefty's  houfehold,  under  the  diredtion  of  Her  Majefty, 
being  read, 

Sir  James  Erjkim  oppofed   it,  as  granting  larger  powers  sir  Tames 
than  were  neceflary  to  be  granted  ;  and  that  the  cxpence  of  Erikiue. 
the  houfehoid  might  be  much  decreafed. 

Mr.   Chancellor  P/// obfervcd,  that   fome  circumftances      Mr. 
arifing  from    His    Majefty's    fituation,    rather  tended    to  Cbancel- 
increafe  than  diminifli  the  expence  of  fome  parts  of  the  ior  Put. 
houfehoid. 

Mr.  Sheridan  objevSed  to  the  clauft*,  as   wholly  unnecef-  Mr.  Shc- 
fDry,  and  as  tending  to  create  a  double  government  of  th^  uCvaw. 
houfehoid,  in  the  Queen,  and  in  the  Treafury. 
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Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  there  would  be  no  dou- 

Chancel-  ble  government,  the  Treafuty  having  no  more  to  do  with 
lor  Pitt,     the  houfehold,  by  the  prefent  claufe,  than  to  iffue  the  fuins 
ordered. 
Mr.'  Mr.  Burke  maintained,  that  the  claufe  might  probabljf 

Burke'    introduce,  not  only  the  fubverfionof  the  A€t  of  Eftablidi^ 
ment  of  the  Civil  Lift,    but   the  fubverfion  of  oeconomy,  ai 
being  calculated  only  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for  a  hr 
vouMte  and  neceflary  corps. 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  intimated  to  the  Committee,   th?t 

Chancel-   meffengers  were  attending  from  the  Lords,   for  the  purpofe 
lor  Pitt*     of  receiving  the  meflage,  and   moved  that  the  Committee 
Ihould  report  progrefs. 

This  being  immediately  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  was  refumedi 
and  the  meflengers  called  in.  , 

The  Lords  had  commanded  the  meflengers  to  acquaint  the  j 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  they  would  proceed  further  in  the  ] 
trial  of  Governor  Haftings  on  the  enfuing  Monday.    *  3 

The  meflengers  being  withdrawn,  | 

Mr.Burkc  Mr.  Burke  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  underflood  ape-  j 
tition  had  been  delivered  by  Mr.  Haftings  to  the  Lords,  fct:  j 
ting  forth,  that  he  had  expended  already  in  the  courfeof  the  \ 
trial  30,oool.  and  prayed  their  Lordftiips  to  proceed  with  all 
fpeed  to  his  trial.  Mr.  Burke  exprefled  his  readinefstopro- 
I  ceed  as  fpfeedily  as  poflible  to  the  iflue  of  that,  on  which  he 

conCdered  his  honour  to  be  moft  folemnly  pledged.  Here- 
marked,  that  the  fum  expended  by  the  Public,  in  the  courfc 
of  the  trial,  was  much  lefs  than  had  been  ftated  tohavebeni 
expanded  by  Mr.  Haftings,  and  concluded  by  obferving,  that 
he  *underftood  their  Lordlhips  only  meant  the  trial  IhoiilJ 
ft  and  for  Monday,  pro  forma,  but  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  go  into  it  on  tiiatday. 

The  Houfe  again  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 
adjourned  debate  on  the  fourteenth  claufe,  Mr.  Alderman 
Watfon  in  the  chair.  , 

Mr.  Powys  moved,  "  That  the  claufe  be  poftponed,"  in 
which  motion  he  was  fupported  by  Lord  North,  upon  the 
ground  of  the  propriety  of  deciding  upon  a  fubfequent  claufe 
firft,  which  was  the  bafis  of  the  prefent. 

This  motion  being  perfifted  in,  the  Committee  divided, 
Ayes,  87 ;  Noes,   132. 
Majority  45,    againft  its  being  poftponed. 
The  claufe  was   then  put,    and  carried,    without  a  di- 
vifion. 

The  fifteenth  claufe  was  put,  and  carried,  without  any 
converfation. 

The  fixteenth  claufe,  relative  to  the  privy  purfe  of  Hi* 
Alajefty,  v/as  neu  brought  forward,  and  oppofed  by  Mr^ 
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Dcntpftct,  Sir  William  Cunynghame,  Mt.  Burke,  Sir 
WiUiaqi  Molcfirortb^  ^nd  Mr.  Sheridan ;  and  fupported  by 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  Mr.Dundas,  Sir  James  Johnftone,  and 
Sir  6enjamin:H9mmett. 

It  was  oppoled  upon  the  ground  of  the  impropriety  of  re- 
filling to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was 
to  fupport. the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  the  power  overtlie 
myj  pude,.)unouotiQg  %o  0o,OQpl.  per  annum,  out  of  which, 
Dytheclauie^  was  to  be  taken  i6,oooI.  and  given  to  Her 
.^ajefty,  for.purpofes  unknown  to  Parliament,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  be  improperly  locked  up  from  the  Prince,  and  to 
jbeleft,  in  cdfe  of  His  Majefty^s  indifpofition  continuing,  to 
thedifpofitionof  Parliament. 

It  waft  fupported,  upon  the  gjoilnd  of  continuing  His  Ma- 
jefty*s benefactions,  and  upon  the  impropriety  of  feizing  the 
ffloment  of  His  .Mdjefty's  indifpdfition,  to  ftrip  him  of  his 
property.  The  l6,oool.  which  had  been  faid  to  be  given  to 
-Her  Majeftv,  for  purpofes  unknown  to  Parliament,  was  ex- 
]}Iained  in  toe  following  manner  :  12,000!.  was  ^iven  to  pay 
an  eftablifhed  lift  of  cha,ri ties,  fettled  by  His  Majefty;  and 
the  remaining  40001.  was  to  enable  Her  Majefty  to  continue 
His  Majeft y's  benefactions  to  thofe  perfons  who  were  not  on 
the  liftj  but  who,  (he  knew,  received  charity  of  His  Ma- 
jefty to  that  amount* 

Sir  fFi/liarH  Mole/worth  femarked,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  Sir  Wm 
contend  againft  the  fum  propofed  to  he  taken  from  the  mo-    Molcf- 
ney  of  His   Majeft  y's  privy  pprfe,  which  was  appropriated     worth, 
to  the  charities  mentioned;  bpt,  not  thinking  it  proper  that 
the  remainder  lliould  be  kept  from  the  Prince,  he  moved, 
ill  an  amendment,  to  add  the  words,  "  and  that  the  remain - 
**  der  flia'l  be  paid  over  to  theTreafurer  of  the  privy  purfe 
"  of  the  Regent.^ 
Upon  this  amendment  the  Committee  divided, 
Ayes,  101  ;  Noes,  156. 
Majority  55  againft  the  amendment. 
The  Solicitor  General  propofed  an  amendment,    which 
^as  agreed  to,  and  the  claufe  was  carried  Without  any  far- 
ther objedlion. 

The  fevenleenth  claufe  was  next  resd,  vefting  in  Her  Mit- 
jfefty  the  cafe  of  the  King's  perfon,  and  the  governn\ent  of 
the  houfehold. 

Mr.  Pcwys  ol)jefled  to  that  part  of  the  claufe  which  gave  Mi^. 
her  Majefty  power  over  the  lioufehold  ;  and  he  condemned  Powy»d 
it  as  a  divifion  of  power  with  the  executive  authority,  which 
tras  unjtiftifiahle  and  inadmiflible.  The  power  given  to  Her 
Majefty  over  the  houfehold,  and  the  claufe  reftraining  i\\^ 
kegent  from  creating  Peers,  paved  the  way  f  r  the  intro- 
duliion  of  a  dangerous  control  over  the  two  Houfes,  and  thef 
Vol.  XX  V^  3  G  country^ 
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country,  which  was  put  into  irrefponfible  hands.  Mr.  Powyi 
concluded,  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the  preamble  of  the 
claufe,  leaving  it  open  for  futufe  revifion. 
MiChan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  agreed  to  the  amendment,  and  faid^ 
tellorPitt  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole  hufinefs  before  the  Houfe, 
one  of  the  principles  which  he  had  always  invariably  main- 
tained was,  that  the  whole  of  the  bill  ought  conftantly  to  be 
kept  open,  and  fubjedt  to  the  future  revifion  and  alteratioa 
of  Parliament. 

The  queftion  on  the  amendment  betng  put  and  agreed  to, 
It  was  inferted  in  the  claufe. 

Sir  Peter  Burreii  condemned  the  latter  part  of  the  claufe^ 
the  patronage  given  by  which,  he  faid,  was  fo  loofely  ex- 
prefled,  that  it  was  impofEble  to  afcertain  the  amount  of 
it,  and  of  which  he  conceived  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  ac- 
quainted previoufly  to  their  adopting  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///  begged  leave>to  aflure  the  honourable 
Baronet,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  falaries  of  thehoufe- 
hold,  from  the  great  officers  at  the  head   of  the  different 
departments,  down   to  the  moft  menial  fervants  in  any  of 
the  palaces,  or  the  ftables,  was  no  more  than  ioo,oool.  per    : 
annum ;  out  of  which  fum  there  was   no  more  than  about 
30,0001.   received   for   falaries    by   Members   of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament ;  there  were  feven   in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  whofe  falaries  amounted  to  about  4000I.  and 
eighteen  Lords  in  the  other  Houfe,  whofe  falaries  amounted    '. 
to  about  265OO0L     Such  influence  was  not,  in  his  opinion,    j 
likely  hereafter  to  preclude  any  revifion,  or  necefTary  alt^   j 
ration  in  the  fyftem  propofed  for  the  prefent  emergency. 

Sir  Peter  Burreii  returned  his  thanks  to  the  right  honour-  [ 
able  gentleman,  for  his  explicit  explanation.  j" 

Lord  North  obferved  that,  in  fpite  of  every  argument  j. 
which  had  been  advanced  in  fuppoit  of  fuch  a  doflrine,  he  j 
could  not  yet  perceive  that  it  was  a  felf-evident  proportion, 
that  all  the  officers  of  the  houfehold  muft  be  made  fubjeft 
to  the  control  and  nomination  of  the  Committee  of  tii« 
King.  He  denied  that  it  was  a  felf-evident  proportion;  nor 
could  he  imagine  that  the  Queen  ougJit  to  have  any  power 
or  control  over  any  officers  of  the  houfehold,  excepting  only 
fuch  of  thofe  officers  as  were,  from  their  fituation  in  the 
houfehold,  obliged  to  attend  upon  the  King's  perfon.  'The 
reft  of  the  officers  who  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  the  King's  ^ 
perfon,  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  under  the  control  ' 
of  the  Committee  of  the  King,  but  ought  to  be  annexed  to 
the  King's  reprefentattve ;  to  the  perfon  who  actually  exer-  ! 
cifed  the  Royal  authority.  Why  could  not  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  try  to  feparate.  the  houfehold?  To  fe-  ' 
parate  the  Regal  oSvce  frovcvlU^  llo^al  prerogative  fiemcd  a 
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fifficult  point ;  but,  to  feparate  the  grooms,  the  equerries^ 
and  the  pages,  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  the  Lord  Stew- 
ard, and  the  Matter  of  the  Horfe,  had  been  deemed  almoft 
imprafiicable,  and  yet  it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence.  He 
alkedy  which  of  the  two  evils  was  the  greateft,  and  which 
wascf  Jthe  moft  confequence,  and  eftabiiflied  the  worft  pre* 
bedent?  The  feparating  of  the  houfehold,  or  the  withhold- 
ing from  the  Regent  the  foarce  of  that  general  influence 
which  the  Conftitution  had  deemed  neceflary  to  be  given  to 
die  Crown  and  to  the  executive  power  of  the  country :  that 
pn^rai  influence  without  which  the  Crown  could  not  exer- 
cife  its  dnties*'    In  all  general  influence  there  was  necefTarily 
id^ree  of  parliamentary  and  political  influence;    but,  he 
&W  no  harm  in  this,  and  yet  this  influence  was  treated  as  of 
very  little  confequence.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  acknowledged  that  eighteen  Peers  of  Parliament  belonged 
to  the.  houfehold.     Did   gentlemen  confider  that  eighteen 
?een  voting  on  one  iide,  made  the  difference  of  thirty-fix  on 
a  divifion ;  and  was  that  nothing  ?    He  did  not  fay  that  a  bad 
\i(e  would  be  made  of  that  influence ;  but,  the  withholding 
itfrom  the  perfon  exercifing  the  Royal  authority,  was  con* 
trary  to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution.     It  had  been  ar- 
gued, that  it  would  prove  a  comfort  to  a  King  to  fee  his 
houfehold  about  him;  yet,  for  his  part,  he  could  feenocom- 
fort  which  could  accrue  to  His  Majefty,  during  his  illnefs, 
by  having  this  power  of  his  reprefentative  vefted   in  other 
hands,      who  would  contend  that  His  Majefty  himfelf,  when 
he  recovered,  would  not  revolt  at  fuch  a  principle  ?  He  had 
not  heard  what  fingle  Royal  duty  was  not  expefled  from  tho 
Regent ;  and  therefore,  it  the  Regent  was  to  continue  cliargcd 
with  the  whole  duties  of  a  King,  why  was  he  to  be  curtailed 
in  his  prerogatives  ?    The  conlequences  of  introducing  fuch 
a  new  principle  into  the  Conftitution,  might,  when  His  Ma- 
jefty fhould  be  reftored,  difturb  the  peace  of  his  reign.    The 
Conftitution  annexed  all  the  power  of  the  Royal  prerogatives 
to  the  Crown,  becaufe  all    this  power  was  neceflary.     If  it 
were  not  neceflary,  it  was  too  much,  and  if  too  much,  it  was 
pernicious,  and  ought  to  be  abolifhed.     Might  not,  at  a  fu- 
ture period,  that  queftion  be  agitated  in  refpeil  to  the  power 
of  the  Crown  ?  Might  they  not  reafon  thus,  and  fay,  what 
is  gained  from  the  Crown  is  gained  to  the  People  ?    No,  His 
Majefty  would  fay,  *'  the  Conftitution  gave  me  all  the  pre- 
"  rogatives,and  my  Government  cannot  ftand  without  them.'^ 
They  might  then  anfwer,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
anfwered  now,  "  Let  your  Majefty*s  Minifters  aft  rightly, 
^*  and  they  will  not  want  this  patronage."     With  regard  to 
the  perfoiis  holding  the  great  oflSces  in  the  houfehold  at  pre- 
feut^  was   it   tliought  that  their  lofs  would  be  irreparable? 

3  G  a  Wcx\3.li 
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Would  it  be  fo.  great  a  public  misfortune  for  them  to  be 
changl^d,  that  they  were  to  have  their  places  fecured  tor 
them  i  He  did  not  mean  to  fpeak  difrefpeflfuUy  of  the  preCent 
ofEcers  of  the  boufehold ;  but,*  Iw  was  confident  that  there 
niight  be  found  among  the  yoiin^  nobility,  icahy  qualified- 
to  fill  every  one  of  their  pla^res.  What  were  the  qualifica- 
tions  to  make  an  o^cer  of  the  Court  ?-— Good  manner^  por 
litenefs,  breeding,  and  fome  di^ree  of  perfonal  digjiitj.  To 
fill  an  office  about  the  Courty  it  was  not  necefTary  to  fervo 
an  apprenticefhip  to  it,  as  to  an  art  or  a  craft.  An  officer 
of  the  Court  might  be  faid,  generally  fpeaktng,  to  be  like  a 
poet,  nafcitur  non  fit.  His  fituation  might  proceed  oftener 
from  his  birth  than  his  education.  There  were,  therefore,: 
many  perfons  capable  of  it ;  and,  as  to  the  change  of  the 
houfehold  giving  His  Majefty  pain,  when  he  recovered,  if  it 
fhould.give  him. a  moment's  unedfineftf,  it  could  be  remedied 
immediately.  No  mifchief  could  poffibly  arife  fro(n  it*  Lon|' 
North  at  length,  addrefling  the  Chairman  by  name,  faicly 
**  You,  Mr.  Watfon,  as  a  man  who  have  been  engaged  iir 
<^  niercantile  and  conlmercial concerns,  have  heard,  no  doubt, 
^^  often  of  a  maxim  of  trade,  which  I  heard  of  early  in  life ; 
"  it  was  this  :  Take  care  of  the  pence^  and  the  pounds  witt 
"  take  care  of  themfelves."  The  meaning,  his  Lordlhip 
added,  he  conceived  was,  take  care  of  fmall  things,  and  they 
will  enable  you  to  fecure  the  greater  objects.  Biit,  it  was 
faid,  it  would  fecure  the  feijyices  of  the  prefent  Minillen. 
That  was,  undoubtedly,  a  great  obje£^,  but  even  gold  might 
be  bought  too  dear;  and  if  a  great  rule  of  Government  was 
to  be  facrificed  to  any  Minifters,  he  (hould  be  of  opinion 
that  Parliament  and  the  Public  paid  a  very  dear  price  for 
luch  an  acqiiifition. 
Mr.  Mr.  GrojvenoY  obferved  that  the  greater  part  of  the  noble 

Giofvencr  Lord's  argument  went  to  oppofing  the  whole  of  the  claufe. 
The  noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  all  the  powers  of  rheCrourn 
were  necefTary ;  he  admitted  that  they  were  fo,  but  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  remember,  tiiat  th*;y  were  not  going  to 
make  a  King,  but  a  Regent.  Mr.  Grofvenor  declared,  that 
he  very  deliberately  confidered  the  whole  of  the  fyfteni  con** 
tained  in  the  bill,  and  was  convinced  that  the  entire  conduS 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  every  part  of  bis 
fyflem,  had  been  wife,  diilinS,  difcreet,  prudent,  and  loyaL 
Had  there  remained  in  his  mind  any  doubt  upon  either,  that 
doubt  would  have  been  effeflually  removed  by  .a  fpccch 
which  he  had  heard  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
filled  the  chair,  and  who  had,  on  one  of  the  daysi  in  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  delivered  his  fenti- 
ments  from  the  Treafury  bench.  Sounder  argument  and 
tcrfer  reafp^ing  h^  had  nviVev\i^;)L\^  li'iva  -^vv^  ^/Uvxiher  of 
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Ant^Hoofe.  '  EVeiy  fentence  which  the  right  honourable 
lendediaii  Ha  delivered,  tended  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm 
tttBrintfaBO^  that  this  fteps  taken  by  the  two  Houfes 

iirtfaeanliibas^Qanjunduieoccaiioned  by  His  Majeft/s  un- 
iatuujtfi  iihieft^'  were  legal*  and  conftitutional. 
,  Cetttp^  iiwrtrnt'  contended  that  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  Genera 
l«ri  Sfmord,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  with  the  Lords  Norton 
of  tbefiedchaiBber,  were  the  political  fervants  of  the  Crown, 
Mnbtmhe^itlete  domeftics  of  the  King.  The  General 
fatal^tlignatare  of  their  duties,  which  chieflv  coniifted  in 
auieiilg-  a  part  of  the  pageantry  that  furroundod  the  King 
onlpbblic  occa£oti8.  He  thought  thofe  great  officers,  under 
:  lite  prefeat  unfortunate  circumilances  of  His  Majefty,  con- 
tAuled  neither  to  the  fervice  nor  to  tlie  comfort  of  the  So- 
vereign, becaufe  they  could  have  nothing  to  do  near  him* 
Ifhcodld  be  proved  that  they  could,  in  any  (hape,  add  to 
hit  &ie^'  or  afibrd  His  Majefty  the  fmalleft  degree  of  com- 
ft»t,  hd  wall  fure  that  the  Public  would  chearfuliy  incur  the 
apeoce  pf  a  xiew  houfehold  for  the  Regent. 

-  MTii  ffi/irabam  faid  that  juftly  had  it  been  remarked  by  a  Mr.  Wj 
nght  honburable  gentleman  on  the  preceding  Friday,  that  biaham. 
fl&  whole  Houie  of  firunfwick  were  excluded  from  the  pre- 
ibit  bill.     It  wai  a  moft  unaccountable  exciufion.     He  de- 
clared that  he  faw  no  reafon  why  Her  Majefty  ihouid  be 
the  fole  coninittee  of  the  King's  perfon.     He  thought  that 
the  Prince  ought  to  have  been  joint  committee  with  Her 
Mqefty,  and  that  would  have  removed  much  of  the  objec- 
tion ta  which  the  claufe  was  liable.     But,  if  it  were  deemed 
improper  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  fhould  have  any  ihare  in 
tlte-ciiftody  of  His  Majefty's  perfon,  what  had  the  Duke  of 
York  done,   that  he  fhould  not  have  been  named  Jointlv 
Wfth  Her  Majefty  ?  He  afked,  whether  the  Duke  ot  York 
had' given  fuch  proofs  of  his  want  of  zeal  for  his  father,  or 
fuch  proofs  of  his  want  of  filial  afFedlion,  that  he  deferved 
tcbe  pafied  by.     Mf .  Wjlbraham  alfodefired  to  know  why 
the  tWd  brothers  of  the  King,  the  Dukes  of  Gloucefter  and 
Gomberland^  had  been  wholly  urmoticed  in  the  bill }    Hd 
fpoke  particularly  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  whom  he  de- 
ferred as   having  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  politics  and 
pleafures  of  this  diflipated  toWn,  and  given  way  in  feclufion 
and  in  private  to  the  afflidlion  with  which  His  Royal  High- 
nefs*s  mind,  was  overwhelmed,  in  confequence  of  the  melan- 
choly of  his  Royal  brother. 

.  Mr.  Annihilated  the  number  of  officers  in  the  houfehold,      Mr, 
declaring  that  thny  amounted   to   nearly  one   hundred  and    Kcenc, 
fifty ;  that  many  of  them  had  places  from  eight  to  twelve 
hundred  a  year,  up  to  fixteen  and  eighteen  hundred  a  year  ; 
thdC  feveral  had  places  of  four  and  five  hundred  a  year,  and 
4  \xy^^^ 
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more  ftill  from  fixty  pounds  a  year  to  a  hundreJ,  .a  hundred' 
and  fifty,  and  two  hundred.  He  fpoke  alfo  of  the  influence, 
arrfing  from  other  circumflances  in  the  houfehold,  and  partly 
cularly  exemplified  the  duty  and  the  patronage  of  the  Lonl 
Chamberlain,  in  order  to  prove  that  he  was  an  officer  ol 
flate,  and  an  officer  pofTefCng  great  weight  and  influence. 
When  a  foreign  Minifler  left  this  country,  he  flated  whaC 
the  Lord  Chamberlain's  duty  was,  thereby  proving  that  he 
was  an  officer  ahfolutely  necefTary  to  be  about  the  perfon  of 
the  King  or  his  reprefentative.  Among  the  inflances  of  his 
patronage,  he  fpoke  of  the  appointing  the  King's  Chaplains^' 
a  favour  often  conferred  on  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  by 
the  nomination  of  tlieir  friends  and  relations;  the  appoints* 
ment  of  the  Exchequer  Officers,  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guards 
the  Gentlemen  Ufliers,  and  many  others. 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt   afl^ed,   whether  it  was  poffible  fof' 

Chancel-  gentlemen  ferioufly  to  fuppofe  that  they  could  not  inveft  tbf 
lor  Pitt.  Regent  with  Royal  dignity,  but  by  depriving  the  King  of 
every  fort  of  dignity  whatever  ?  The  grounds  of  objef^ioa  ta 
the  claufe  were  now  flated  to  he  that  of  parliamentary  iih 
fluence ;  a  ground  which  he  would  venture  to  fay  it  wa 
wliolly  unufual  to  take  broadly  and  openly  in  that  Houfe; 
becaufe,  whatever  might  have  been  gentlemen's  private  opi- 
nions refpcfling  that  particular  kind  of  influence,  it  never 
had  been  avowed  to  be  necefTary  to  Government,  till  the 
Lords  had  thought  proper  to  avow  it  that  day.  When  it 
was  faid,  that  it  was  necefTary  to  keep  up  the  fl  ate  and  fplcnr 
dor  of  the  Regent,  by  decorating  him  with  thofe  extern;d 
marks  of  the  Royal  dignity,  ought  not  the  King's  dignitj 
to  be  kept  by  fuch  marks  ?  Ought  they,  in  the  earliefl  mo- 
ments of  His  Majefly's  illnefs,  to  be  eager  to  ftrip  him  of 
every  mark  of  dignity,  in  order  to  deck  out  the  Regjent  with 
unnecefTary  powers  ?  Mr.  Pitt  contended,  that  they  ought 
not ;  but  it  was  their  duty  10  manifefl  that  they  had  not  for- 
gotten the  refpedl  and  reverence  to  a  Sovereign,  who  had, 
throughout  his  reign,  proved  himfelf  the  father  of  his  People. 
Gentlem^'n  were  aware  that  it  was  intended,  at  a  fit  oppor- 
tunity, to  provide  for  the  Regent  fuch  an  eflablifhment,  ai 
fliould  be  adequate  to  diflinguifh  him  with  a  degree  of  flate 
;ind  dignity,  which  the  exalted  fituation  he  was  to  fill  ren* 
dere<l  necefTary  for  the  honour  of  the  nation. 
J.orJ  Lord  North  anfwercd,  that  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman 

Nt>i  d).  feemed  to  reduce  them  to  the  alternative  of  giving  the  Regent 
the  government  of  the  country,  without  any  part'of  the 
fplendor,  which  of  right  belonged  to  the  Royal  authority,  or 
of  calling  upon  the  Public  to  bear  the  burden  of  providing  a 
new  additional  houfehold  for  the  Regent;  an  expence  which 
the  Public  tho\!ghtj  pei\\:v^=,  vx.  Xa^^.^  'Ax^-i^'^^  ^xosvded  for. 
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The  trne  way  of  fopporting  His  Majefty's  dignity,  was  by 
A^porting  that  of  his  reprefentative.  With  regird  to  the 
^ht  hodourable  gentleman's  charge  againft  him,  on  the 
|rodnd  of  his  having  avowed  that  the  Regent  ought  to  have 
TOjfatrOn^e  of  the  houfehold,  for  the  fake  of  the  parlia- 
Iffipltary  influence  which  accompanied  it,  hedeclaredhe  had 
Igpwea  ho  fuchdofirine)  but  had  faid,  that  the  patronage  of 
wifiioilfehbld  certainly  gave  fome  general^  and,  of  courfe, 
ibliadientary  influence. 

''Mr.  Marjham  obferved  that,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  Mr.  Mai 
i/ik  t&is  doty  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words,  after  fiiam. 
llii'ikijiniier  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  de- 
'  it^erra'  his  fentiments.  He  would  afErm,  that  there  were 
^jmbcfrs  of  Parliament  under  influence.  He  reminded  the 
l^ydimittee,  how  often  they  had  attempted,  by  various  bills, 
to  prevent  perfons  holding  places,  from  having  feats  in  that 
'Rpule  ;  and  it  was  no  reflexion  on  the  perfons  fo  difqualifiecf. 
•He  inftanced  the  Excife  and  Cufloms,  in  which  every  perfon 
Mjoyine  a  {alary  of  four  or  five  hundred  a  year,  was,  by  a6t  • 
joTl^iTliamenr,  rendered  incapable  of  a  feat  in  that  Houle. 
With  re«irdto  the  influence  i-efulting  from  the  patronage  of 
the  Kin^s  houfehold,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  add  to  it  the  weight  of  influence  atifing  from  the 
Members  of  the  two  Houfes  holding  places  in  tl^  houfchoM 
■(bf  the  Queen,  and  would  put  the  parliamentary  influence  of 
^iwo  houfeholds  together,  he  would  find  that  the  number 
would  be  nearer  fixty  than  thirty.  He  was  one  of  thofe 
jilid  had  gone  with  one  of  the  reftriftions,  and  that  was  the 
feftriSiion  which  prevented  the  Regent  from  making  Peers. 
He  drought  that,  under  the  prefent  circumftance  of  the 
^tnporary  illnefs.of  His  Majefty,  a  very  right  reAriilioii. 
With  regard  to  the  impofing  an  additional  burden  on  the 
i^epple,  by  eftablifhing  a  new  houfehold  for  the  Regent,  he 
'declared  that  he  could  never  vote  in  favour  of  fuch  a  propo- 
iition.  He  reminded  the  Committee  of  the  uiwxanipled 
amount  and  weight  of  the  taxes  at  prefent,  and  fpoke  in  terms 
of  great  praife  of  the  patience  with  which  the  people  bore 
thfem.  He  afl«.ed,  if  there  ever  had  been  in  that  country,  a 
war  concluded  without  a  fingle  tax  being  taken  oft  ?  Mofl: 
aflTuredly  there  had  not.  Why  then  fliould  the  People  he 
additionally  burdened,  when  there  was  an  ufelefs  houfehold 
exifting  already,  at  leaft  as  far  as  regarded  the  great  officers 
of  it,  who  were  officers  of  fiate  merely,  ap.d  never  called 
for,  hat  when  the  King  came  to  Court,  and  appeared  in  all 
hisfplendor?  points  of  view  in  which  he  could  not  be  {^tw 
at  prefent.  Mr.  Marflmm  conjured  the  Committee  to  mi- 
nifefl  a  wifli  not  to  infnlt  the  fufficiently  loaded  People,  ar.d 
take  advantage  of  their  patience. 

The 
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Mr.         Mr.  Powysr^proh^iei  the  propofitiDQ  flsited  by  the  rjghC 
Fowys.    honourable  geotleman,  declaring  that  he  iMrotilfl  opppfe  tll< 
motiofi  fpr.a  new  boufehold^  whenever  it  Ihould  be  brought 
forward* 
Mr.  Mr*  Sheridan  having  remarked,  that  if  the  right  honour- 

Sheridan,  able  gentleman  wa$  in  eameft  in  his.propofition,  they  might 
effect  a  divifion  in  the  houfehold^  ^s  propofed  by  the  noble 
Lord  near  him,  added,  that  whilft  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  was  throwing  out  jealoufies  and  infults  againft  another 
perfon,  he  was  aQuming  the  higheft  d^ree  of  confidence  ta 
himfelf,  byexpefting  that  it  was  to  be  believed. explicitly, 
that  he  would  make  no  ufe  of  the  parliamentary  iufiuence  Ad 
Avas  providing  to  fgpport  him  out  of  oflSce,     1  he  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had   termed  the  Lord  Steward,    the 
Mafterofthe  Horfe,  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  on.  a  for- 
mer occafion,  the  menial  fervants  of  the  King,  like  thofe  t© 
be  found  in  the  families  of  mod   Noblemen.     Was  there 
any  truth  in  this  comparifon  ?    Had  the  menial  feryants  of 
Noblemen  any  public  duties?   and  .would  it  be  contended, 
that  the  great  officers  of  the  houfehold  had  not  very  high 
and  important  public  duties  ?  Thefe  were,  and  had  ever  been, 
confidered  as  the  great  officers  of  the  Crown  ;  and  that  tbej 
had  been  fo  deemed,  was  evident  from  an  a£l  pa0ed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  to  which   he  referred.     Having  read 
the  extraft,  Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  Mr.  Grofvenoi?! 
declaration,  that  the  Houfe  had  not,  thank  Heaven,  a  Ring 
to  make!    Hefaid,  were  he  not  aware  tliat  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  a  friend  to  the  Monarchy,  he  fhould  ha« 
thought  that  the  language  of  a   repul)lican,  who  wiflied  to 
fliake  the  Monarchy,  and  introduce  another  form  of  Go-  ^ 
vernment.     UiiJer  the  idea  of  atfe<^ion  to  tlie  King,  they 
were  endeavouring  to  fubvert  tlie  Royal  prerogative.     Let    j 
thofe  gentlemen  feparate  the  perfonal  i(1ea  of  a  King  from  i 
Monarchy,  and  they  would  fee  what  a  blow  had  been  aimed 
.  at  the  Monarchy.     Was   it  nothing  to  have  been  without 
the  reprefentative  of  a  King  for  alitiofl  four  months,  daring 
which  time  ijie  arm  of  Governmejit  had  remained  inanimate. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman   having  reprefented  His 
Majefty  as  deftitute  of  dignity,  unlefs  he  had    the  white 
ftaves  with  him,  was  a  libel  on   His  Majcfty's  feelingfiasa 
father  and  a  King,  and  argued  that  he  was  deftitute  of  the 
dignified  ftntiments  which  ought  to  infpire  the  one  cbarafier, 
and  the  tender  afFtiftion  which  ftiould  fill  the  breaft  of  the 
other.     If  His  Majefty  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  his  People, 
and  it  was  true  that  he  did,  it  was  the  lefs  neceffary  that  his 
calamity  ftiould  be  contrafted  with  the  ap|)**arance  of  gran- 
deur, an  oftentatious  parade  he  made  of  difeafe,  and  the  mc- 
ifliicholy  fituation  of  \V\%  Ma'^e^Y  rendered   indeed  more 
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"*  il^l  mm  diftreffing.  Mr.  Sheri4an  reprobated  the 
:  gorgeooily  decorating  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  and  load- 
it  with  Regal  trappings,  the  more  mortifyingly  to  ex- 
i  the  wretched  ftate  of  a  fick  King.  He  condemned  the 
fiffLci  the  Qiieen^s  Jiaving  the  power  to  change  the  officers 
jjfth^  boufehold  in  her  own  name,  obferving,  that^they  had 
lUl'bflieo  appointed  in  His  Majefly's  name.  If  it  was  io  ne- 
l«i&urj.  to  keep  the  hpufehold  remaining,  the  places  ought 
J^^'pnt  in  a^  ftate  of  fuKpenfion  and  abeyance,  during  the 
4]l|n|^i4ance  of  His  MajefVy's  unhappy  malady,  and  tlie 
^rds.  V  ^alarv,  profits,  and  emoluments,"  left  out  of  the 
idirale*     He  ipoke  of  the  indecency  of  the  officers  of  the 


eliold  coming  down  to  that  Houfe,  and  voting  their 
jRVn  falaries,  when  they  were  confqious  it  was  not  likely  for 
,Aff^  to  be  called  upon  to  do  any  duty.  He  noticed  the 
f^^^ration  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  to  make  new  eilablifti- 
i|tetfts  for  the  Regent.  He  afked  how  the  right  honourable 
flntleman  could  dare  to  fuggeft  fuch  an  idea,  after  having 
teird  the  declaration,  from  authority,  that  the  Prince  of 
^ales  defired  to  have  no  fuch  ellablifhment  created  asfliould 
.Caute  freih  burdens  to  be  laid  on  the  People  ?  Did  the  right 
JKmourable  gentleman  mean  not  to  leave  the  Prince  the  tree 
will  to  refufe  theeftablifhment,  if  offered  ?  Had  he  forgotten 
Vhat  he  had  heard  upon  the  fubjecSl  from  his  right  honourable 
^ioid  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  muft,  he  faid,  have 
a  pretty  confiderable  (hare  of  prefumption  in  taking  it  for 
.granted,  that  the  King,  on  his  recovery,  would  be  pleafed 
to  hear  that  a  new  tax  had  been  impofed  on  his  People.  He 
ttelleved  His  Majefty  would  conllder  it  as  the  moft  fatal  con- 
fequence  of  his  illnefs,  if  it  had  caufed  his  fuhjedls  to  fuflaiii 
ao  addition  to  the  burdens  under  which  they  already  la- 
boured. 

Air.  AI.  Montngue  confidered  the  idea  of  the  Queen's  oh-      Mr. 
ilru(Sling  the  Government  of  her  own  fon,  as  moft  unnatural  M,Moa- 
and  improbable.     He  fpoke  of  the  Queen's   high  char  after  taguc. 
and  moderation  hitherto,  and  declared  that  politics  muft  be 
a.ftrange  fcience,  fo  totally  to  obftru6l  every  feeling  of  pa- 
J^ental  regard  and  maternal  aiFeflion. 

Sir  William  Dolben  contended,  that  the  Regent  having  the  Sir  Wm. 
office  and  duties  of  a  King,  ftiould  alfo  havefome  of  the  pa-  Dolben. 
trc^nage  of  the  Crown ;  and  yet,  he  added,  that  he  did  not 
feelhimfelf  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  aftertion  that  the  officers 
of  the  houfeliold  were  the  political  fervants  of  the  Cuown. 
The  fuperio!  officers  might,  Sir  William  thought,  very  pro- 
perly attend  the  Regent ;  and  if  there  were  any  difmiffions, 
they  ought  to  be  in  the  name  of  Her  Majefty ;  but,  thp 
fupply  of  the  vacancies  fliould  be  in  the  Regent.  He  con- 
ceived that  there  was  as  much  patronage  annexed  to  theRe- 
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gency  as  ought  to  belong  to  it.  He  was  aware,  that  there 
were  many  claimants  for  the  loaves  and  filhes;  that  feme 
would  faint  by  the  road- fide,  and  others  the  Prince  would 
be  forced  to  fend  empty  away  ;  but  then,  he  would  have  many 
vacancies  to  fill,  and  more  would  fall  in  every  day. 

Mr.Burkc     Mr.  Burke  having  premifed  that  the  Houfe  was  almoft 
exhaufted,  and  that  his  power  of  engaging  their  attentroa 
was  almofl:  exhaufted  likcwife,  though  the  fubjecft  was  by 
no  means  exhaufted,  remarked  that  he  would,  therefore,  for 
the  prefent,  only  fay  a  few  words  on  the  aftonifhing  afler- 
tions  of  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman.     To  juftify  that 
panegyric  on  the  Sovereign  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
'  tleman  had  pronounced,  he  was  called  upon   to  bring  him 
forth  as  a  pageant,  drefled  up  with  ufelefs  fplendor  and  dc- 
jgrading  dignity,  to  ferve   the  purpofes  of  ambitious   men. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  afked,  would  they  ftrip 
the  King  of  every  mark  of  Royalty,  and  transfer  all  the  dig- 
nities of  the  Crown  to  another  perfon  r  No,  Heaven  forbid,  • 
when  the  perfon  wearing  the  crown  could  lend  a  grace  to  \ 
thofe  dignities,  and  derive  a  luftre  from  the  fplendor  of  hii 
houfehold.     But,  did  they  recolJecl  that  they  were  talkingof 
a  fick  King,  of  a  Monarch  fmitten  by  the  hand  of  Omnipo- 
tence, and  that   the    Almighty  had  huiled   him  from  bit 
throne,  and  plunged  him  into  a  condition  which  drew  down 
upon  him  the  pity  of  the  meaneft  peafant  in  his  kingdom- 
Mr.  Burke  was  called  to  order  by  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe. 

Marq.  of      The  Marquis  of  Graham  rofe,  and   faid,  that  neither  the 

Graham,  right  honourable  gentleman,  norany  other  man  in  thatHoufe, 
^fhould  dare  to  fay  the  King  was  hurled  from  his  throne. 
There  being  a  general  cry  of  "  Take  down  his  words," 

Mr.Burkc  ^^'  ^^^^^  rofe  again,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  obtained  a  hear- 
ing, faid,  he  would  give  gentlemen  a  full  opportunity  of  tak- 
ing down  his  words.  He  declared  that  he  had  been  interrupt- 
ed in  the  midft  of  a  fentence,  and  that  fcripturc  itfelf,  fo 
maimed  arid  mangled,  might  be  rendered  blafphemy.  But 
when  it  was  faid  in  their  churches,  that  the  King  was  affli«^ed 
for  their  fins,  (hould  it  not  be  faid,  that  he  was  ft  ruck  by 
the  hand  of  God.  At  a  time  when  they  were  putting  up 
their  prayers  in  their  temples  to  Heaven  to  reftore  the  King, 
proftrating  themfelves  before  the  Deity,  and  declaring  that 
it  was  in  punifliment  of  their  iniquities  that  the  Sovereign 
was  taken  ill,  which  he  thought  had  better  not  have  been 
faid,  fhould  he  not  have  liberty  to  declare  that  Omnipotence 
had  fmitten  His  Majefty  ?  His  illnefs  was  caufed  by  no  aft 
of  theirs ;  but  ought  they,  at  that  hour  of  ficknefs  and  cala- 
/mity,  to  clothe  his  bed  with  purple?  Ought  they  to  make  a 
mockery  of  him,  putting  a  cio^rv  of  thorns  on.  his  headj  a 
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.tk&i  ih'HishsnAy  2nd  drefling  him  in  a  raiment  of  purple, 
Htamp*  Hail!  King  of  the  Britifh  r  Mr.  Burke  cenfured 
^iffindfca'bf  giving  the  powers  of  the  Crown  to  one  perfon, 

fd. its  patronage  to  another;    becaufe,  at  a  moment  like 
at^'^^iry  precaution  fhould  be  taken  to  prefer ve  the  fafety 
"&f  lii^Kjonlftitution,  and  the  luftreof  the  Royal  dignity  un- 
^IVp^Tured  :  but,  was  that  the  way  to  efFeft  it  ?    As  the  right 
'  nm(>uraT)Ie  gentleman  had  planned  the  bufinefs,  the  Govern- 
j&e^t  would  be  weak,  enervated,  and  altogether  deftitute  of 
"dSgrtJty;  there  would  be  no  mark  of  Royalty  about  the  Re- 
''gent  for  Ambafladors   to  obferve,  and  thence  the  country 
;woald  ftand  degraded    and  funk  in  the  i»yes  of  all  Europe , 
aad,  however  we  might  pafs  it  over,  and  put  up  with  the 
inconvenience  among  u   rfelves  liere  at  home,  the  impreflion 
given  of  our  Government  abroad  was  highly  material.  How 
would  the  King,  on  his  recovery,  be  pleafed  at  feeing  the 
'  patronage  of  the  houfehold  taken  from  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
his  reprefentative,  and  given  to  the  Queen  ?     He  muft  be 
ftocked  at  the  idea,  unlefsthey  fuppof;d,  what  it  was  raon- 
Arous  to  fuppofe,  that  tl:e  King  was  a  good  hufband  and  a 
iaid  father.     An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  they 
were  not  going  to  make  a  King.     He  was  afraid  they  were. 
It  was  meant  that  the  perfon  who  fliould  reprefent  His  Ma- 
, .  jeilyj  (hould  not  have  the  nt:end;ir.ce  v»hich  ought  to  accom- 
pany Royalty.     Wlien  ]i;ul   fucli  a  projcdt  been  ever  before 
.pracVifed  as  a  itiparation  cf  ihii  Royal  dignity  from  tbe  Regal 
ofEce  ?   He  put  the  cafe  of  a  minor  King,  of  feventeen  years, 
and  faid,  in  that  cafe,   would   not  a  Regent  be  provided  and 
inyefted  with  all  the  Royal  dignity  of  a  King  ?    He  referred 
to  th-:  Regency  bills  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  and 
the   Rep'pcy  bill  palTeJ  in   the   prefent   reign,  and  argued 
from  boih,  contending,  I  hat  in  both,   the  full   powers  were 
given.     He  maintained  nlCo,  that  tlie  Royal  family  were  no- 
ticed in  each,  whereas  they  were  totally  excluded  from  the 
prefent  bill,  and  power  of  an  enormous  magnitude  was  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  King's  eldeft  fon,  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  ptrfon  not  of  His  Majefly's  blood.     The  Regent 
wjs  tied  up  fi  om  making  Peers ;  he  was  debarred  from  grant- 
ing pcnfions  and  offices  ;  he  was  reflrained  from   exercifing 
rliarities,  beftowing  bounties,  or  doing  any  one  grateful  of' 
f;ce  which  ferved  as  a  balance  againfl  the  dreadful  attributes 
of  Sovereignty.     Where  was  he  to  get  money  to  diftribute 
bounties  ?  Was  he  to  take  it  out  of  his  own  privy  purfe,  or 
tlie  receipts  of  the  little  paltry  Dutchy  of  Lancafter  ?    To 
the  Queen  the  Ho»2fe  propofed  to   be  prodigal;  to  the  Heir 
Apparent  they  had  not  given  the  leaft  dignity  in  the  world. 
What  were  they  then  doing  ?    They  were  about  to  give  a 
fDopk  crowiif  a  tini'd  robe,  and  a  fceptre  from  the  theatre, 
3H  :^  \7tfJis^\^ 
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lackered  over,  and  unreal ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  they  ren- 
dered it  neceffary  to  tax  the  People,  fo  that  the  Princess  name 
fhould  never  be  mentioned  without  fome  recolleftion  which 
inuft  excite  unpopularity.  The  right  honourable  gentlemati 
was  to  have  300,000!.  influence  when  he  went  out.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  thought  the  Prince  might  do 
without  influence,  although  he  knew  that  he  could  not  do 
without  it  himfelf.  In  former  times,  the  way  to  popularity 
was  by  ftandjng  up  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  People, 
but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  born  for  the  nge  in 
which  he  lived;  he  took  another  road  ;  his  iirft  objeft  was, 
by  fome  means  or  other,  to  get  Court  favour,  and  having; 
obtained  indiredlly  a  degree  of  power,  he  thought  to  gain  po- 
pularity afterwards,  if  he  could.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  contrived  the  bill  to  fortify  himfelf  when  out  of 
office.  The  feparation  of  power  from  Royalty  mufl  deflroy 
the  reprefentation  of  this  country,  or  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment mufl:  defl:roy  the  Regent's.  His  Majefty  might  con- 
tinue ill  for  twenty  years,  and  then,  what  a  flate  of  anarchy, 
difunion,  and  difficulty,  the  divided  Government  they  were 
fetting  up,  would  create !  By  depriving  the  Regent  of  the 
power  of  making  Peers,  they  had  fliut  the  door  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  againft  the  People.  They  had  put  it  out  of  their 
own  power  ever  to  corredl  their  error,  and  made  the  Houfe  , 
of  Lords  the  great,  independent,  and  omnipotent  branch  of 
the  Legiflature, 
Mr.  Mr.  Chancellor  P/V/  obferved,  that  in  the  right  lionour- 

hancel-  able  gentleman's  fpeech,  he  feemed  rather  to  have  addreflTed 
f  Pitt,  j^ijjj  perfonally,  than  endeavoured  to  argue  the  claufe  in 
queftion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  appeared  to  think 
that  his  going  out  of  office,  was  a  point  of  greater  importance 
than  any  thing  contained  in  the  claufe  under  confideration. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  charged  him  with  hav- 
ing told  the  Houfe  he  was  going  out  of  office ;  the  faft  was, 
he  never  had  told  them  any  fuch  thing,  nor  did  he  know  that 
he  was  to  go  out.  But,  fo  far  was  he  from  having  ever  faid 
he  was  to  go  out,  thfjt  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  not 
then  prefent,  had,  on  an  early  day  in  the  courfe  of  their 
difcuffions,  told  him,  in  a  way  peculiarly  marked  and  ex- 
preffive,  that  he  and  his  friends  were  to  be  his  fucceflJ)rs, 
when  he  had  in  reply  ftated,  that  from  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tained of  the  principles  of  thofe,  who,  it  wa^  faid,  were  tq 
be  his  fucceflTors,  an  opinion  founded  in  his  knowledge  of 
their  former  conduflr,  he  thought  it  the  more  neceflfary  to 
purfue  the  fyftem  of  meafures  that  he  was  recommending, 
and  that  he  had  made  that  very  declaration  an  argument  in 
fnppoTt  of  the  meafures  themfelves.  When  the  Prince  of 
yt'Hits  Wfis  declared  Regent 3^  Mij*  CW.cdW  Y\\x  ^^\4,  \«^ 
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Qppofed  His  Royal  Highnefs  would  keep  him,  and  the  reft 
rf  His  Majefty's  fervants,  in  office,  or  he  would  chufe  other 
Esnraatt,  according  to  his  own  ideas  of  what  would  be  moft 
advantageous  for  the  country.     Whether  he  ftaid  in,  or 
went  out^  he  fhould  endeavour  to  be  inftruniental  in  being 
of  fervice  to  his  country.     The  next  argument  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had   reforted  to,    by  way   of  charge 
igsddft  him,  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  dlre£l  fi<5tion, 
Wcanfe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen  to  fay, 
that  he  was  to  have  a  connedtion  with  the  power  placed  in 
file  Queen's  hands;  an  aflTertion  which  was  a  fidlion,  as  he 
moft  undoubtedly  was  to  have  no  fuch  connedHon.  Another 
matter  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  repeatedly  men- 
tioiied,  though  he  had  been  again  and  again  anfwered,  and 
that  was,  that  the  amount  of  the  patronage  was  300,000!. 
a  yean     The  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  know  the 
ciWl  lift,  if  he  faid  the  offices  amounted  to  300,0001.  a  year. 
Thefum  did  not  amount  altogether  to  much  above  200,oool« 
and  in  that  fum  was  included  all  the   approved  tradefmen's 
Uls,  amounting  to  near  half  the  money,  and  which  had  no 
connection  whatever  with  political  or  parliamentary  influ- 
ence.    Mr.  Pitt  defended  himfelf  from  having,  in  his  open- 
ing, called  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  ^he  Lord  Steward,  and 
the  Mafter  of  the  Horfr,  the  menial  fervants  of  the  Crown, 
and  faid,  it  was  the  very  term  bePowed  on  thofe  officers  by 
'the  right  honourable  gtnllcman  in  his  own  bill,  for  the  re- 
fonn  of  the  civil  lift'.     [This  nppenring  to  be  doubted  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  fome  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  I 

the  Houfe,  Mr.  Pitt  begged  leave  to  refer  them  to  the 
bill  in  queftion.]  Hedellnd  Mr.  Sheridan  to  give  him  his 
attention,  while  lie  anfwered  one  part  of  his  fpeech.  He 
then  took  notice  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  aflertion,  that  the  beft 
way  to  fupport  Royalty,  was  to  feparate  the  perion  of  the 
King  from  every  Royal  dignity.  He  denied  that  His  Ma- 
jefty  was  at  prefent  in  an  humiliating  condition-;  inftead  of 
his  ftate  being  low,  abje(?>,  and  degradifig,  as  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  defcribed  it,  it  was  very  much  the 
contrary.  His  prefent  vifitaiion  of  ficknefs  had  excited  in 
his  fubjefls  fomething  more  than  the  loyalty  they  always 
>aid  him  ;  it  had  roufed  in  the  liearts  of  I  lis  Majefty's  People 
Lgreater  fervor  of  alFed^ion,  wliich  was  blended  with  a  degree 
>t  grief  and  compaflion,  that  partook  of  veneration  and  re- 
pe6t.  Mr.  Pitt  afl^eJ,  if  that  Houfe  would  fo  far  forget 
heir  duty  and  their  allegiance,  as  to  flrip  His  Majefty  of 
fvery  mark  of  Royalty  and  of  dignity,  in  order  to  give  that 
vhich  belonged  properly  to  tlu^r  rightful  Sovereign  to  the 
legent?  He  begged  to  be  informed,  if  there  was  no  other  ^ 
yav  of  providing  for  the  ftatc  and  fplcndor  which  ought  to 
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attach  to  the  of^e  of  R^ctnt  of  the^  kingdom  ?  moil  u|p 
4oubtedly  ^here  wa§,'  and  it  was  well  knpwn^  that- at,  a^^ 
time,  that  eltablifcment  would  be  propofed;  but*!^^^^ 
nourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  tp  fay^-th^t  nQ^ij^ 
had  been  given  from  authority,  that  His,  Royai  Higlipgf 
would  not  accept  of  any  eftabliihment  which  mould  lajaa 
additional  burthen  on  the  People.  The  uti]ao{l*cc9ualt^. 
the  incomes  of  thofe  oflBcers  of  the  houfehold,  w.ho  wci;c  * 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  was  no  more  than  3Q>pi?H^^ 
a  ye^r,  one  fourth  of  which  was  paid  back  again  in  t^tq^ 
He  was  perfuaded  when  it  fhould  hereafter  be  neceilary  ^ 
fubmit  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  that  Parliament  had  thouj " 
an  eftablifhment  proper  to  keep  up  the  fplendor  an^  di] 
of  his  office,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  the  national  chaw 
as  his  own  honour;  neither  His  Royal  Highnefs  wo^lJif  ^ 
je6l  to  it,  nor  wopld  the  People  murmur  at  being  called  gf 
to  provide  for  a  purpofe  fo  necefTary  and  fo  proper.       .  ^,j, 

Mr»  She-  Mr.  Sheridan  complained  that  the  right  honourable^ j^ 
ridaiL  tiemen  load,  in  a  very  extraordinary  mode  perverted  hisifr 
gument.  The  right  honourable  gentlemen  had,  heobfervq^ 
faid  formerly,  that  he  would  at  a  future  time  anCwcr  theaf 
guments  of  gentlemen,  apd  that  they  fhould  liave  abund)i^ 
opportunities  of  difcufling  and  debating  every  part  of  tt^ 
fubjedl ;  but  fmce  the  bill  had  come  on,  the  right  honour- 
able gentlemen  not  only  never  mentioned  any  of  thofe  ^g^-- 
ments  which  he  had  formerly  refer ved,  as  it  were,  to  anfwj^r 

I  at  a  future  time;  but  when  new  matter  was  advanced  in.ijif: 

bate,  had  dryly  declared,  that  nothing  had  been  faid  fcitf 
what  they  had  before  heard,  and  therefore  he  woul^  QQt 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  with  a  reply.  This  wa^tf 
plcafant  a  way  of  avoiding  to  combat  arguments  which  co«B 
not  be  aofwered,  as  ever  he  had  heard  of.  The  jight  ho* 
nourable. gentlemen  had  perverted  his  argument  ftrangdji 
by  faying  that  he  had  ftated,  that  feparating  all  the  Royal 
dignities  from  the  perfon  of  the  King,  was  the  bell  way  of 
fupporting  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  Mr.  Sheridan  denirf 
that  he  had  argued  in  that  manner.  His  argument  was, 
that  all  which  had  been  given  in  fupport  of  the  ftate  anJ 
dignity  of  the  Crown,  ought  to  be  annexed  to  the  perfoq 
^x-^rciiing  the  Royal  authority,  and  not  to  the  King,  confi- 
ned to  a  bed  of  ficknefs,  and  incapable  of  exercifing  the 
fun ^ ions  of  the  Kingly  office.  So  to  annex  that  part  of  thc 
houfehold,  from  which  His  Majefty  could  in  his  prcfent 
condition,  derive  neither  ufe,  nor  honour,  nor  dignity,  WAS 
a  greater  mockery  than  it  was  a  compliment.  Mr.  Sheridan 
took  notice  of  the  allufion  to  the  fpeech  of  his  right  honour- 
3t>Ic  friend  made  by  t\^e  CVv^iwcdW  ol  \JwtY*'^d^?3jiftc>  an^ 
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fiud»  that  alluGon  had  been  incorredly  dated,  as  all  allufions 
to  fpeeches  delivered  at  a  certain  preceding  period,  and  in 
Ae  abfence  of  chofe  who  delivered  them,  generally  were. 
Ife  took  notice  of  Mr.  Dundas's  declaration  of  Saturday, 
Alt  he  lamented  his  right  honourable  friend's  abfence,  and 
lufermed  the  Committee,  that  his  right  honourable  friend^s 
leaith  was  greatly  better,  and  that  he  had  been  very  near 
leiiig  prefent  at  that  debate,  having  b^en  ftruck  with  aftonifh- 
heat  at  that  nioft  extraordinary  claufeof  the  Bill,  which  pro- 
tri&sfor  His  Majefty's  refuminghis  Royal  authority.  With 
T^rd  to  the  fum  of  300,000!.  which  his  other  right  honour- 
Me  friend  had  faid  was  the  amount  of  the  patronage  of  the 
'Jioafehold,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  had 
^ieiiied,  that  it  amounted  to  fo  much  ;  but  the  Committee 
^QjJRmld  recoiled,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  . 
^Md  them,  firft,  that  it  amounted  only  to  ioo,oool.  a  year, 
tndia  his  lad  fpeech  he  had  acknowledged,  that  it  amounted 
to  more  than  aco,oool.  a  year.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
.  deman  had  averred,  that  more  than  one  half  of  that  fum 
Lteififted  of  the  approved  bills  of  tradefmen,  which  had  no- 
rthing to  .do  with  parliamentary  influence.  He  denied  the 
:  l^ft  to  be  fo.  He  could  eafily  fee  how  great  a  degree  of  par- 
'  lian^entary  influence  arofe  out  of  thoie  bills.  Was  there 
Miever  fuch  a  thing  as  a  Wcftmi'ifter  eleftion  ?  Would  the 
,  light  honourable  gentleman,  with  that  orange  cape  to  his 
coatf  take  upon  him  to  declare,  that  no  parliamentary  in- 
'fluence  could  be  exercifed  thiough  the  medium  of  the  tradef- 
iDieii  of  the  houfehold,  at  fnch  an  eleftion  ?  Mr.  Sheridan 
-contended,  that  both  at  an  eledlion,  and  in  various  ways,  in- 
laence  would  refult  from  the  tradefmen's  bills,  as  well  as 
lErom  the  officers  of  admitted  importance  in  the  houfehold. 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  the  cafe  was  clear  ;  for,  to  whom 
vere  thofc  perfons  to  look  fv)r  the  maintenance  of  their  fitu- 
ations,  but  to  thcfe  who  conferred  thofe  fituations  on  them  ? 
'Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  fliould  move  an  amendment,  to 
fclfil  the  idea  of  the  noMe  Lord  near  him,  of  feparating  thofe 
officers  of  the  houfehold,  who  were  merely  ofEcers  of  ftate. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  with  this  view,  moved  to  annex  feme  words 
to  the  cJaiife,  purporting  to  impower  Her  Majefty  to  have 
'the  direflion  and  control  over  fuch  officers  of  the  houfehold, 
as  (hould  be  deemed  necefTary  to  attend  about  His  Majefty's 
Royal  perfon. 

The   amendment  was  no  fooner  read   by  the  Chairman, 
than 

Mr. "Chancellor  Pitt  objected  to  it,  becaufe  it  was  incon-  Mr.Chai 
Tiftent  with  the  principles  on  which  tliey  argued,  and  with  cellor  Pi 
the  mode  of  proceeding.     It  was,  he  believed,  the  firft  time 

ihat 
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that  an  amendment,  couched  in  fuch  general  tenns^  was 
in  a  Committee  on  a  bill.  If  the  amendment  were  agr 
,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  move  an  additional  claufe, 
plain  to  what  tlie  general  words  of  the  amendroe 
ferred, 
Mr.  She-  Mr.  Sheridan  anfvvercily  that  undoubtedly  another 
tidan.  would  be  neceifary,  which  iie  meant  to  move  at  the 
time,  and  nothing  would  prove  more  eniy,  than  to  n 
the  Civil  Lift,  and  from  tl:at  fpecii'y  fuch  officers^ 
JioufehoM,  as  would  be  proper  to  be  put  under  the  c 
of  the  Queen,  becaufe  they  would  be  neceliary  attd 
on  the  King's  perlbn.  Mr,  Sheridan  obferved,  that  tj 
amble  ot  the  claufe  naturally  led  to  fuch  an  amendm 
he  had  propofed  ;  and,  as  an  argument  in  proof  of  i^s  p 
ty,  remarked,  that  by  the  bill,  the  Queen  having  the 
of  appointing  and  difcharging  the  officers  of  the  hou 
they  would  be  her  officers,  and  not  the  King's ;  and 
was  not  obliged  to  fill  up  vacancies,  though  Ihe  h 
power  of  doing  fo,  great  inconveniences  might  arife, 
of  her  not  filling  up  vacancies.  Snppofc,  for  inftan 
office  of  Lord  High  Steward  fliould  be  vacant,  and  the 
were  not  to  fill  it  up,  who  would  there  be  to  fvsear  in 
Parliament,  grantijig  fuch  an  event  to  take  place? 
Mr  .Chan-  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  if  one  Lord  S 
ccUorPitt.  (hould  die,  or  be  difmifled,  the  Qiiecn  would  undoi 
appoint  another ;  or  if  there  fliould  be  no  Lord  St 
there  could  not  beany  great  difficulty  in  providing  for 
ing  in  the  Parliament.* 

The  Committee  being  clamorous  for  the  queftion, 

Mr.M.A.      Mr.  M.  A  Taylor  called  upon  the  Chairman  to  e 

Taylor,    and  preferve  order,  fince  every  gentleman,  who  cliofe 

liver  his  fentiments,  had  an  undoubted  riglit  to  be  he; 

a  queftion  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  commuf 

large.     If  gentlemen  were  impatient  and  fatigued,  i 

Mr,  Taylor  faid,  eafy  to  move  the  queftion   of  ac 

ment. 

Mr.  Mr.  £«rfc  rofe,  to  ftate  fome  circumflances  of  ml 

Burke,     fentation,  which,  he  faid,  it  had  been  his  fate  to  expc 

at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt.     The  Committee 

ever,  ftill  calling  for  the  queftion,  Mr.  Burke  fat  dow; 

Lord  George  Cavendijh  obferved,  that  he  had  alvva; 

fidered  the  officers  of  the  houfehold  to  be  officers  ol 

attached  more  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  "than  the 

of  the  King.     With  regard  to  the  appointment  of 

houfehold  for  the  Regent,  he  muft  objeft  to  any.fuc 

pofition,  becaufe  he  w^as  againft  all   unueceflary   o 

He  thought  that  the  officers  of  the  King's  houfehold 
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Itp  attend  the  Regent,  and  add  to  his  (late  and  fplendor^  and 
'tf  they  did  not,  they  ought  not  to  receive  their  falaries,  dur- 
^ing  the  continuance  of  the  King*s  illnefs,  becaufe,  at  the  pre- 
]fent  they  could  have  no  employment,  but  were  a  parcel  of 
linneceflary  officers,  who  were  fattening  like  drones  in  a 

JBYCfc 

^  At  length  the  Committee  divided  on  Mc  Sheridan's 
..tmendment.     Ayes,  ii8  ;  noes,  173. 

The  quefiion  was  then  put  on  the  original  claufe,  and 
'Carried. 

.  "The  Chairman  was  next  direfted  to  report  progrefs,  and 
^aik  leave  to  fit  again,  which  he  did  as  foon  as  the  Houfe  was 
.id'umed. 
J  The  Houfe  adjourned. 

7'ucfdayy  loth  of  February^ 

'Mr.  Chancellor  V\n  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
^oufe  refplving  itfelf  intoa  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
di  the  fart  her  confideration  of  the  bill,  for  providing  for  the 
-  ifety  of  His  Majefty's  perfon,  and  for  the  exercife  of  the 
•itoval  authority. 

r^  "the  order  of  the  day  being  read,  and  the  Houfe  refolved. 
into  a  Committee  accordingly,  Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  in 
:the  chair,  the  following  claufe  was  read  : 

"  And  whereas  the  execution  of  the  weighty  and  arduous 
•  trufts,  hereby  committed  to  the  Queen  s  moft  excellent 
^  Majefty,  in  refpeft  of  the  care  of  His  Majefty's  Royal  per- 
,**  fon,  and  of  the  difpofirig,  ordering,  and  managing  of  all 
"  matters  and  things  relating  thereto,  may  require  the  af- 
**  fiAance  of  a  Council,  with  whom  Her  Majefty  may  con-* 
J*  fult  and  advife,  in  thedifcharge  of  the  fame:  be  it  therefore 
**  enailed,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that,  in  order  to  affift 
**  and  advife  her  faid  moft  excellent  Majefty,  in  the  feveral 
**  matters  aforefaid,  there  ftiall  be,  during  the  (Continuance  of 
'*  His  Majefty's  illnefs,  a  council,  confiiling  of 
**  Which  Council  ftiall,  from  time  to  time,  meet  as  Her  Ma- 
*\  jcfty  (h.i!l  be  pleafed  to  direfl ;  and,  if  it  fliouid  happen 
'•  that  any  of  them,  the  faid 

*^  (hould  depart  ihis  life,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  it  fliall  be 
"  lawful forthe Queen ^smoft  excellent  Majefty,by  an  tnftru- 
*f  ment  in  writing,  figncd  and  fealedby  Her  Majefty,  r-evoca- 
•*  bic  at  her  will  and  pleafure,  to  nominate  and  appoint  fome 
**  one  perfon,  being,  or  having  been  a  Member  of  one  of  His 
**  Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy  Council,  to  be  a  Member 
•*  of  the  faid  council,  to  advife  and  affift  Her  Majefty,  in 
**  the"  room  and  place  of  each  and  every  of  the  faid  Coun- 
"  fellofs  fo  departing  this  life  ;  which  nomination  and  ap- 
*•  pointment  Ihall  be  forthwith  certified  by  an  inftVument 
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**  writing,  figned  and  fealed  by  Her  Majcfty,  to  the  Lor4^ 
*^  of  His  Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy   Council,   and 
*  *  (hall  be  entered  in  the  books  thereof.** 
Mr.Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Piu  now  obferved  that  he  muft  beg  leav* 
^llor  Pitt  to  trefpafs  upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  propofmg  to  fill  up  the  firft  blank,  with  the  names 
of  fuch  perfons  as  the  Houfe  might  think  proper  to  nomi- 
nate, to  aflift  Her  Majefty  in  the  truft  appointed  her  for  the 
care  of  His  Majefty's  perfon.     It  would  be  neceflary  to  prft 
the  queftion'  fingly  on  each  perfon  propofed  ;  but,  for  tht 
fatisfadtion  of  the  Houfe,  he  would,  previous  to  his  pud- 
ting  any  fingle  name,  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  whole  of  thq 
names  which  he  meant  to  propofe  to  fill  up  the  blank.    Ho 
meant  to  propofe  the  heads  of  the  different  departments  ovi^r 
which  Her  Majefty  was  to  have  control.     Tliofe  perfonj^ 
he  had  no  doubt,  would  be  admitted  to  be  exceedingly  pro- 
per; but,  as   it  might  appear  neceflary  to  have  other  great 
and  important  perfons  to  afiift  Her  Majefty,  it  wa"s  natui^ 
to  look  to  the  heads  of  the  church  and  tlie  law.     The  per-  . 
fons  whom  he  ftiould,  therefore,  fubmit  to  the  Committee 
as  proper  to  be  of  Her  Majefty's  council,  were  ibe  two 
heads  of  the  church,    the  Archbifliops  of  Canterbury  and 
York ;  and  the  heads  of  the  law,  Lord  Thurlow  (the  I^ord 
Chancellor)  and  Lord  Kenyon  (the  Chief  Juftice  of  tlje 
King's  Bench.)     Thefe  perfons,  in  addition  to  the  refpefl 
of  their  high  fituations,  had  been  approved  by  His  Majefty, 
and  no  perfons,  he  conceived,  were  more  proper  to  be  ap- 
pointed of  Her  Majefty's  council,  than  thofe  who  had  been 
approved  of  by  His  Majefty  for  their  ability,  and  for  their 
integrity.    In  addition  .to  thofe  refpeflable  perfons,  he  fbou\i 
have  to  mention  the  four  oflScers  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  houfehold  for  the  time  being;:  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  the  Lord  Steward,  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe^ 
and  the  Groom  of  the  Stole.     His  firft  motion,  therefoiCt 
would  be,   **  That  John,  Lord  Archbi/hop  of  Canterbury, 
*'  be  one  of  Her  Majefty's  council." 
The  queftion  beir^g  put, 
I^wd  Lord  N$rth  rifing  obferved,  that  herwas  far  from  harbo«r* 

N«rth.  .  ing  the  moft  diftant  intention  of  oppofing  the  nomination  of 
that  refpedlable  Predate  as  one  of  Her  Majefty's  council 
The' point  to  which  he  ftiould  allude  was  of  the  iirft  impor- 
tance. He  had  expedlea  that  on  opening  the  fubje6t,  the  right 
honouiable  gentleman  would  not  have  omitted  thofe  who  weif 
neareft  in  blood  wid  aftedlion  to  His  and  to  .Her  Maiefty. 
If  the  Houfe  (hould  agree  with  him,  that  an  infertion 
ought  to  have  been  made  of  tlie  Princes  of  the  Blood,  be 
would  make  a  motion  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  It  feemed  pro* 
p§r,  if  n«t  indifpenUVi^j  to  aam«  His  Majeftj's  fons,  tht 

'    Pilaees 
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Tnnces   who  were  of  full    age,   and   his   Royal  brothers. 
They  were  the  neareft  to  His  Majefty,    and  the  ptrfons 
(he  mould  think)  whom  Her  Maicfty  would  choofe  to  have 
ht  advifers.     There  were  feveral   leafons  why  the  Princes 
of  thp  Blood  ought  to  be  of  the  Queen's  council.     It  was  a 
Cfjuncil  not  to  control,  but  to  advife  Her  MajeAy.     Tlie 
claufe  alfo  provided  for  the  death  of  the  perfon  propereft  to 
ll^ve  the  care  of  His   Majefty,  in    which  cafe  the  power 
'  W!u  to  devolve  on  her  council.     This  appeared  an  additional 
icafon  to  mix  fome  of  the  Princes  of  the   Blood  in  the 
council.     Lord  North  adverted  to  the  different  mode  pro- 
poled  to  appoint  Her  Majefty's  council,  four  being  appointed 
byname,  and  the  other  four  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  in 
irhich  lafl  manner,  he  contended,  that  they  all  ought  to 
be  appointed.     With  refpeft  to  thofe  propofed,  he  thought 
tSem  proper;  but,  why  fhould  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
think  a  Groom  of  the  Stole,  a  Lord  Chamberlain,  a  Lord 
High  Steward,  and  a   Mafter  of  the   Horfe,  were  counfel- 
lorsby  virtue  of  their  offices?     His  Majefty  had  certainly 
tainted  Vifcount  Weymouth  to  the  firft  of  thefe  offices  ; 
he  had  given  a  Lord  Chamberlain's  ftafFto  the  Earl  of  Salif- 
hury  ;  a  Lord  Steward's  ftafF  to  the  Duke  of  Chandos ;  and 
made  the  Duke  of  Montague  Mafter  of  the  Horfe;  but  did 
thbfe  appointments  peculiarly  qualify  them  for  counfellors  ? 
Seeing,  therefore,  no  reafon  which  could  l)e  adduced  againft 
tlie  infertion  of  the  nam6s  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  he 
gave  notice,  that  when    the  pcrfons  propofed  by  the  right 
fibnourable   gentleman    fhould    be    difpofed    of,    he  would 
niove  for  the   infertion  of  the  names  of  Frederick,  Duke 
of  York,  and  the  other  Princes  of  the  Blood. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P///  anfwered,  that  he  fhould,  for  the  Mr.Cha 
prefcnt  refrain  fi^om  ftating  his  objeflionsto  thenol)le  Lord's  ccllorPi 
propofition. 

Mr.  Demfjier  declared  himfelf  not  fatisfied  with  the  no-  Mr. 
mination  ;  confidering  the  members  of  that  Houfe  as  much  Dcmpft< 
iiiterefted,  and  as  ar(lt::it!y  williing  tor  the  recovery  of  His 
Majefty  as  any  courtier  ;  lie  was  amazed  that  the  Speaker  of 
that  Houfe  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  f.ondon,  for  the  time 
being,  fhould  have  been  omitted,  arid  he  iignified  his  inten- 
tion of  propofing  the  infertion  of  thofe  officers. 

Lord  Maitland  regarded  the  omiffion  of  the  Chief  Juftice  Lor4 
of  the  Common  Pleas  as  very  extraordinary.  In  whom  had  Mairlan 
His  Majefty  placed  greater  confidence?  He  fufpefted  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  influenced  by  politics  in 
the  choice  of  psrfons  to  fill  Her  Majetly's  council.  Such  a 
condu<5>,  on  the  prefent  queftion,  he  confidered  to  be  dif- 
graceful  to  the  two  Houfes,  and  he  hoped  that  they  would 
oot  be  influenced  by  fuch  confiderations.  He  called  upon 
3  I  2  the 
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'  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  the  reafoix  of  Qpnitting 

the  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  for  appointing 
the  Archbifliops  of  York  and  Canterbury,  and   the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  Cliief  Juftice  by  name,  and  the  other  - 
four  officially, 
lir  Peter        Sir  Peter  Burrell  wifhed  to  know,  as  there  were  but  eight  , 
Burreli    counfellors  provided  for  Her  Majefty,  whether  fhe  was  to 
have  the  cafting  vote^     He  alfo  wifhed  to  know  why  four' 
/        of  the  council  were  to'  be  permanent,  and  the  other  four  lefC 
to  the  nomination  and  removal  of  Her  Majefty  ? 
Vlarquis         The  Marquis  of .  Gr<2Afl?«  anfwered,  that  this  was  a  Coun- 
?r»ham,    ^\\  ^f  Advice,    not  of  Control.      The   Queen  needed  no 
cafting  vote,  and  it  was  at  her  option  whether  ftie  would, 
take  or  rejeft  the  advice  her  council  gave  hcx\    In  anfwer . 
to  the  propofition  for  introducing  into  the  council  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  he  faid  that  there  appeared  to  him  a  clear  line  ^ 
for  their  exclufion.      They  weje  (o  connefled   with   that 
great  perfonage  by  the  ties  of  afFed^ion,  that  they  would  be 
at  all  times  ready  to  give  their  advice;  and  they  could  give 
i^  without  refponfibility.     It  would,  therefore,  be  improper 
to  appoint  them  to  refponfible  fituations,  making  theni  liable 
to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe  and  examined,  wh^n 
other  perfons  of  great  abilities,  and  learned  in  the  law,  could  . 
be  found  to  occupy  thofe  refponfible  fituations.    In  anfwerto     i 
the  propofition  for  admitting  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  he  remarked  that  he  knew  not  where  they  were 
to  ftop,  if  every  man  wife  aild  great  enough  for  this  council 
was  to  be  a  member  of  it;  they  might  appoint  more  mem- 
bers for  foch  a  council  than  formed  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  Marquis,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  alluded  to  Mr, 
M.  A«  Taylor,  by  faying,  he  knew  not  whether  he  was  ftill 
to  call  him  the  learned  gentleman,  fince  he   underftood  h^ 
had  quitted  his  profeffion. 
Mr.  She-      Mr.  Sheridan  confidered  the  propofition  of  the  right  ho- 
ridan.         nourable  gentleman  as  unnatural   and    unprecedented.     It . 
had  been  urged  by  the  noble  Marquis  that  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood  could  give  their  advice  to  Her  Majefty  without  being 
appointed  of  the  council ;  but  their  advice,  however  goodi 
might  be  ufelefs,  becnufe  they  were  not  of  the  council,  with- 
out the  majority  of  which  Her  Majefty  could  not  a£l  upon 
the  moft  important  occafion  ;  the  reftorntion  of  His  Majefty 
to   his  government.     It   could  be  no  degradation    to   the 
Princes  of  the  Blood  to  be  put  into  a  refponfible  fituation, 
when  the  firft   Prince  of  the  Blood,  the  Prince  of  Wales,; 
was  appointed  to  a  place  of  great  truft  and  refpol'ibility.     He  • 
confidered  Her  Majefty's  fons  and  the  King's  brothers  to  he 
her  moft  proper  and  natural  advifers,  and  he  deprecated  the 
n.&:ih\re$  propoftd  by  the    riglit;   honourable  gentleman  as 

\ftadln^ 
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Hiding  caufe  Parliament  to  infufe  into  Her  Majefty  a  fuf- 
icioa  that  her  fons  were  not  the  proper  perfons  to  counfel 
ker,  which  was  an  outrage  on  the  feelings  of  nature.  He 
oncluded  by  hoping  that  the  noble  Lord's  propofition  would 
e  agreed  to,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  not  go  along  with 
:he  right  honourable  gentleman  in  objefling  to  the  infer- 
dpn  of  the  names  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood. 

Mr.  M*  A.  Taylor  objefted  to  the  four  members  of  the  Mr.M.^ 
Iioiifehold  beinfir  members  of  the  council.  He  had  no  objec-  Taylor* 
tion  to  Lord  Thurlow's..  being  one  of  the  council,  but  he 
obje£bed  to  his  being  appointed  by  name,  thinking  that 
it  ought  to  (land  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  the  time  being. 
He  objected  to  the  Lords  of  the  Houfehold,  becaufe  they 
wsre  under  the  nomination  of  the  Queen,  who  ought  to 
hve  independant  advifers.  The  Lords  of  the  Houfehold 
could  not  be  independant  advifers,  being  removable  at  the 
Queen's  pleafure.  He  declared  that  he  was  anxious  to  have 
nw  blanks  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Chief  Juftices  of  the  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas, 
ftc  two  Archbiftiops,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  for  the  time  being.  He  wifhed  fuccefs  to  the 
noble  Lord's  propofition  for  including  the  Princes  of  the 
filood,  confidering  them  the  moft  natural,  the  moft  proper, 
and  difmterefted  advifers  of  Her  Majefty,  and  declaring 
that  he  did  not  believe  the  Royal  Family  had  ever  been  left 
out  of  a  Regency  hill  before.  He  (hould  conceive  himfelf 
ill  treated  if  he  were  the  fecond  fon  of  a  gentleman  (whether 
bom  to  a  fortune,  or  none,  it  did  not  alter  the  argument) 
and  he  were  not,  under  fuch  circumftances  as  thofe  of  His 
Majefly's  indifpofition,  called  in  to  take  his  (hare  of  the 
care  of  his  father.  He  confidered  it  as  impofTible  that  a  fon 
fhpuld  be  fo  bafe  as,  upon  fuch  an  awful  occafion,  to  give 
his  mother  wrong  advice.  In  conclufion,  Mr.  Taylor  ob- 
ferved,  that  whether  he  had  left  his  profeffion  or  not,  he 
fald,  he  was  flill  entitled  to  the  addrefs,  which  was  ufually 
iDaJe  in  thit  Houfe  to  men  of  the  legal  profeffion. 

Colonel  l^hi[>ps  confidered  the  perfons  named,  to  be  the  Colonc 
Doft  proper  to  he  appointed  of  Her  Majefty's  Council,  four  of  .Phipps. 
hem  being  to  be  permsnent,  having  been  chofen  by  His 
Vlajefly  for  their  abiliiy  and  integrity,  and  by  himfelf 
^laced  about  his  Royal  perfon,  and  the  other  four  remove- 
We  by  Her  Majefty  at  her  pleafure.  He  wifhed  to  know 
ipon  what  principle  Her  Majefty  was  to  he  deprived  of  the 
rhoice  of  her  own  counfellors ;  and  he  contended,  that,  if 
he  Houfe  agreed  to  fuffer  a  Lord  Chancellor  for  the  time 
)eing,  who  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  Regent,  to  be  of 
Her  Majefty's  council,  the  truft  repofed  in  her  would  prove 
!^  mockery,  and  they  would  reduce  Her  Mnjefty  to  the  ne*  . 

cef&ty 
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ceffity  of  either  no  advifers  at  all,  or  to  have  the  adTifen 
of  the  Regent. 

The  Chairman  called  thje  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  queftion  hefore  them,  which  was,  whether   John  Lord 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  fhould  be  appointed  a  Counfellot 
to  Her  Majelty  ? 
Mr.     ;      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  believed  that  the  worthy  Alderman 
Chancel-    was  right  in  the  point  of  order;  biu,  as  the  true  object  df 
lor  Pitt,   'order  was  to  fave  time  and  fliorten  their  proceedings,  per- 
haps, it  would  be  moft  advifeable  to  go  into  the  whole  fub- 
je<St  at  once.     He  conceived  that  it  would  be  ftri&ly  orderly, 
if  the  noble  Lbrd  thought  proper,  to  propofe  at  prefent  to 
name  the  Duke  of  York,  and  move  to  poftpone  the  name 
of  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  which  would  bring  the 
whole  fubjeft  under  difcuffion. 
Lofd  Lord  North  declared  that  he  was  willing,  immediately,  to 

Morth.  propofe  the  names  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  ihould 
move  that  name  of  the  Arclihifliop  of  Canterbury  be  poft- 
poned,  in  order  to  move  that  the  Duke^yf  York  fliould  be 
inf^rted,  by  which  mtrans  the  Committee  could  at  once 
enter  into  the  debate  on  the  general  formation  of  the 
council. 
j^j.  Mr.  Sumner  conceived  it  improper  that  the  names  oftlidr 

Sumner.     Royal  Highneffes  fhould  be  propofed,  without  their  liaving 
been  previoufly  confulted,  efpecially  as  they  had  objediedto 
their  names  being  infrrted  in  the  Commiflion. 
Lord  Lord  North  anl'weted  that  he  fliouId  have  thought  himWf 

North.       very  prefumptuous  if  he  had  prop6fcd  the  names  of  their 
Royal  HighnefTes  without  having  previoufly  communicated 
with  them  on  the  ful^jecl,  and  learnt  that  they  had  noob- 
jeflion  to Ti'S  making  the  motions  that  he  had  propofed. 
Mr.  She-       Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  in  order  to  fliorten   the  debate,  would 
ridan.        it  not  be  better  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  motion  ? 
Mr.  Mr.  Bouverie  wiftied  to  know  whether  the  council  were 

Bouveric    to  he  reiponlible  for  their  advice? 

Mr.M.A.      Mr.  yi/.  /i.  Taylor  obferved  that  as  no  learned  pjentleman 

Taylor,      rofe  to  anfwer  the  c]ueflion  of  his  honourable   friend,  he 

would  inform  him,  that  according  to  the  claufe,  they  were 

not  refponfible, 

Mr.  Ad-      Mr.  ylddhigton  faid  thej   rrere  clearly  refponfible,  being 

dn^tou.    obliged  to  take  an  oath  or  office.     lf»  therefore^  a  fufpicioii 

exifted  of  their  having  given  Her  Majefty  improper  advice, 

•  they  would  be  liable  to  impeachment. 

Mr.Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  remarked  that  they  had  ufed  more 

cfcllorPiit.  time  in  difcuffing  the  queftion    of  order;   than  the  debate 

would  have  occupied.     They  were  then  in  danger  of  two 

-    liefcates  going  on  under  l\\e  ioYtwoC  owe:  \>erhaps,  therefor^ 
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L  would,  upon  fecond  thought,  be  better  for  him  to  recur 

0  his  firft  mode  of  proceeding,  and  put  the  queflion  regu- 
atrly,  on  the  eight  names  which  he  had  dated,  before  the 
xMe  Lord  s  motion  was  let  in. 

Mr.  Bauvcrie  faid  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  Mr.  Bou- 
tod  fairly  anfwered  his  queftion,  but  he  did  not  undei  (land     vcric. 
how  there  could  be  a  refponfibiliry,  without* a  power  to  call 
10  account.     Mr.  Bouveric  objefted  to  the  word  "  John,"' 
in  the  motion,  and  faid  he  would  move  to  have  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  appointed. 

Mr.  Powys  thought  the  preliminary   debate  ufeful,    and      Mr. 
aflerted  the  ntceflity  ot  confidering  the  powers  and  refpon-    Powj.s. 
fibility  of  the  council,  previous  to  the  appointment  of  thole 
who  were  to  form  it.     He  wilhed  to  know  from  the  right 
Iwnoarable  gentleman,  if  convenient,, in  what  manner,  and 
to  what  extent  the  ref,)onllbility  attached  to  the  council. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  it  was  not  at  all  Mr.Chan 
inconvenient  to  him  to  give  a  perfeS  reply  to  whatfoever  ccltor  Pw 
was  afked.  No  truft  could  be  created  by  any  means  afFe6l- 
feg  the  public  intereft,  or  could  exift,  without  public  refpon- 
fibility.  According  to  e»'ery  principle  of  the  conftitution, 
every  truft  appointed  under  Government  had  refpon  fibility 
attached  to  it  when  called  upon  by  the  country.  Whar- 
e?er  advice  the  council  ftiould  g've  to  Her  Majefly,  tliey 
woald  become  refponlible  for  fuch  advice;  and  if  the  Houlo 
fhould  fee  fufficient  reafon  to  think  that  by  fuch  advice 
either  His  Majefty,  or  the  conftitution  was  in  danger,  they 
had  the  fame  power  to  enquire  who  were  the  advifers,  and 
call  Her  Majefty's  connftUors  to  accotnt,  as  they  had  to 
call  on  the  officers  of  Government. 

The  ^*ttorney  General  obferved,  that  the  TToufe  were  im-  Artornev 
powered,  whenfoever  they  entertained  the  leaft  fufpicion'of  GeacraL. 
'II  advice,  to  addrefs  Her   Majt  fly   to  name    her   advifers. 
Thofe  perfons  were  always  aniwerable,  but  particulaily  in 

1  parliamentary  truft,  and  the  Houfe  might  proceed  againlt 
them  in  a  parliamentary  manner. 

Mr.  Bouvciie  wiflied  to  know,  whether  the  Queen  could      Mr. 
lot  a£l  contrary  to  tlie  opinion  cT  her  Council,  and  if  to,  Bouvcrie 
be  conceived  there  could  be  no  rrfpon fibility, 

Mr.  //.  j1  Taylor  aflerted,  th^it  there  exifted  no  refpon-  Mr.  M. 
Pbility  in  the  Council,  acid  that  if  there  was  any  refj)onfi-  A.Taylo 
bility  at  all,  it   refted  with  the  Qiieen ;  for  the  law   faid, 
that  the  King,  but  not  the  Queen,  coul.l  do  no  wrong. 

Mr.  Anjiruther  contended,  that  no  truft  can  be  abufed,  Mr.  An- 
without  refpon  fibility  in  the  perfons  fo  abufmg  their  truft  ;   (Iruthcc . 
and  it  was  therice  evident,  that  there  could  be  no  Parliamen- 
tary truft  without  rt-fponfihility  being  attacl>ed  to  it.     His 
fbit^iiOD  fiid  not.  lie  oiw  phat  account  againft  th^  claufr,  but 

cjainft 


wnicn  tnac  reiponiiDUity  was  to  De  rounds  in  tne 
appointing  the  Prince  to  the  office  of  Regent,  the] 
was  by  oath;  but  in  the  Queen's  truft  there  was  n< 
nor  any  trace  of  a  truft;  and  though  meant  to  ftan 
rently  and  avowedly  as  a  truft,  it  was  not  guarded 
were  really  fo.  This  tberefoie  was  like  what  Macb( 
of  the  witches, 

They  keep  the  word  of  promirc  to  the  ear. 
And  break  it  to  the  hope. 

It  had  been  urged,  that  the  reafon  for  not  propoC 
Princes  of  the  Blood  was  out  of  refpecS  to  them ;  a 
which  was  a  perpetual  difqualification,  like  the  refpedl 
Epicureans  for  their  Gods,  That  refpedl  was  to 
Princes  of  the  Blood  out  of  the  commonwealth, 
they  were  the  firft  perfons  in  it.  In  the  Regency 
George  the  Second  was  to  be  found  the  Duke  of  C 
land,  and  yet,  had  the  modern  do6lrine  then  prevail 
ftead  of  fuffering  the  Duke  to  go  and  obtain  a  gloric 
tory  over  the  rebels,  the  language  would  have  beer 
not  let  him  go,  becaufe  he  may  be  tried  by  a  Cour 
tial  for  abfence  from  duty,  or  fome  other  criminal  n 
Mr,  Burke  mentioned  orher  inftances  of  Princes  of  th 
having  been  entrufted  with  fituations  of  the  greateft 
fibility,  and  of  the  prefent  Princes  holding  offices  c 
and  refponfibility;  and  he  ridiculed  the  idea  of  any  di 
being  offered  in  putting  them  into  luch  fituations; 
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'   '  '  Stv.  after  Sur  goes  out,  and  all  is  Night. 

•1, .  :      •  * 

;  IncJMtldtufiony  Mr.  Burke  deprecated  thedaufei  as  calcti- 
)iilted  U>  break  the  bonds  of  domeftic  union,  to  raife  the  ier- 
ignti  above  their  mafters,  who  were  (hut  out  and  excommu- 
illBgted,  and  to  fow  diiTtntions  in  the  middle  of  the  Royal 

mif- 

[* i/lT.  Powys  remarked,  that  haying. by  a  diftifjdl  claufe  at-  Mr. 
pAiti  refponfibility  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  they  ought  to  Pow/g. 
tech  it  to  the  guardians  of  the  King's  perfon.  Mr. 
||ivyt  faid,  he  was  not  prefent  when  the  right  honourable 
gBlthiDan  propofed  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury;  but  he 
fipobated  the  nomination  of  the  whole  eight,  as  conftituting 
ypibled,  flrange,  and  inconfiftent  roonller,  part  being  na- 
Rcdai  private  charaders,  and  part  as  official  ohes.  1  hofe 
iho  occupied  the  offices  for  the  time  being,  were  the  proper 
perfbns  to  be  of  Her  Majefty's  coumil. 

.  Sir  R»  Sutton  obferved,  that  counterfigning  made  a  perfon  Sir  R. 
nafponfible ;  and  by  ati  addrefs  to  the  Queen  to  know  who  Sutton. 
^advifer  was,  evil  advifers  might  be  come  at. 

Mr.  Burie  faid,  that  the  Queen's  guardianfhip  of   the  Mr.Burk< 
£nig^s  perfon  was  called  a  truft  in  the  bill,  but  that  it  was 
l9t  provided  for.     They  had  ma^le  others  refponfible,  but 
^  had  not  made  the  Queen  refponfible. 

fArl  Bouverie  did  nbt  think  his  queftion  had  been  anfweredi  Mr*  Bou- 
fta  the  Queen  to  have  a  council  without  precife  refponfi-  ^^^^* 
iBty?    If  the  Queen  was  to  alk  the  advice  of  her  council, 
nd  afterwards  to  a£t  contrary  to  it^  who  could  be  refponii* 

Mr.  Ctiancellor  Pitt  wifhed  the  Committee  to  tome  to  a  Mr.Chw 
pcifioii   dn   the  queftion    before  the  Houfe,  and  expreflTed  "^^^'  ^"' 
i»  readinefs    to  meet  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  after- 
^s.      . 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  amendment  propofeJ, 
ttt  the  word  *  John,'  be  omitted,  which  being  negatived, 
le  original  motion  that  John  Lord  Archbifliop  of  Canter- 
iry,  be  dne  df  Her  Miijefty's  Council,  was  carried  with- 
tt  a  divifion* 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  next  moved,  "  That  Edward  Lord 

Thuriow  l)e  another  of*  Her  Majefty's  Council.'* 

Lord   North  contended   in   favour  of  the   propriety  of     ^  ori 
oving  the  names  of  the  Princes  before  the  queftioa  on  NofiK. 
&rd  Thurlow's  name*  ^ 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  objedled  to   poflponlng  the  Lord  Mr.Cban- 
iancelldr's  name.  "Itor  ?!« 

Lord  North  having  obferved,    that   he  felt  it  nepeflary      L^^d 
^n  to  rife,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  moving  the  ranje  gf  Ed-  North. 
ird  Lord  Thuriow  to  be  poftponed,  that  they  might  at 
Vol.  XXV*  3  K  ones 


Mr. 

Bundat. 


434  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1789* 

once  go  into  the  debate  on  the  propriety  of  inferting  the 
names  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  exprefled  a  wiflb  to  know 
why  all  that  were  propofed  to  be  of  the  Council,  were  not 
propofed  in  virtue  of  their  o£Bces,  and  not  by  name  ?     He 
objefted  to  the  naming  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  by  name 
after  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury.     The  Lord  Chancellor 
was  next  in  rank,  but  not  Edward  Lord  Thurlow.     Vifcount 
Weymouth,  the  Earl  of  Salifbury,  and  the  Dukes  of  Men-* 
tague  and  Chandos  being  each  of  them  of  higher  rank. 
The  determination  to  exclude  any  perfon  of  the  Regent's 
appointment  from  attending  in  the  Queen's  Council,  would 
create  jealoufies  and  fufpicions,  that  all  was  not  fair  that 
was  carrying  on,  which  furmife  would  he  prevented  by  in* 
-     troducing  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Dundas   obferved,    that  the  duty  which  the  Houfc 
were  on  the  point  of  fulfilling,  was  at  once  delicate  and  iitf*  • 
portant.     While  their  Sovereign  was  labouring  under  a  cri- 
tical difeafe,  they  were  to  place  around  the  Queen,  coun*  \ 
fcllors  to  advife  her  jn  the  difcharge  of  the  truft  which  the 
Legiflature  was  about  to  impofe  on  her.     In  providing  for 
the   care  of  the  King's  perfon,  they  fhould  do  it  fo  as  to  j 
fatisfy  the  nation  at  large.     The  (jueftion,  whether  Edward  1 
Lord  Thurlow  fhould  be  of  the  Queen's  Council,  he  (hould  \ 
vote  for,  becaufe  in  fo  doing  he  confulted  the  fafety  of  the  j 
King  and  the  peace  of  the  Queen.     If  they  agreed  to  ap-  \ 
point  him  by  virtue  of  his  oflBce,  he  might  not  be  of  Her   I 
Majefly's  Council  two  hours;  he  might  be  removed  from   ; 
his  office,  and  any  man  wearing  a  black  gown  in  Wcflmin- 
fler  Hall,  placed  in  his  fituation.     Confidering  the  ability, 
integrity,    and  manly  fpirit  of  the  Lord   Chancellor,  and 
coniidering  that  he  had  in  fo  eminent  a  degree  pofTeffed  the 
confidence  of  his  Sovereign,  and  that  he  now  poflefled  the   i 
confidanceof  the  People,  he  fliould  give  his  vote,  that  Ed* 
wiard  Lord  Thurlow  be  one  of  Her  Majefty's  Council.  1 

Lord  Lord  North  anfwered,  that  he  greatly  efleemed  the  cha- 

North.  rafter  and  abilities  of  Lord  Thurlow,  and  would,  if  the 
motion  fhould  he  agreed  to  of  appointing  the'Lord  Chancel- 
lor for  the  time  being,  bring  in  a  claufe  to  continue  Lord 
Thurlow  of  Her  Majefly's  Council  if  he  fhould  be  removed 
from  his  fituation. 
Mr.  Mr,  Dundas  ftill  objefted  to  the  motion  being  poftpo- 

Dundas.     ned* 
Mr.  H.        Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  contended,  that  the  Regent  ought 

Browne,  not  to  have  the  care  of  the  Royal  perfon,  Mr.  Browne 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  Lord  Thurlow,  aflJ 
ftrongly  againfl  the  words,  "  Lord  Chancellor,  for  the  time 
<^  b'eing,"  on  the  principle  of  not  fufFering  any  perfon  of 
the  Regent's  appcinlmeut  to  b«.  of  Her  Majefly's  Council. 
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The  qoeftion  for  poftponing  being  put,  it  was  negativedf 
and  the  motion  for  appointing  Edward  Lord^Thurlow^  was 
carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  other  names  of  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  Lloyd 
Lord  Kenyon,  and  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Horfe,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  and  Lord  Steward,  were  feverally  put  and 
^[tecd  to* 

As  foon  at  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  moved  the  eight 
namei  regularly,  and  the  queftion  had  been  put  upon  each, 
mi  the  Committee  had  decided  that  thofe  eight  names  ftand 
U  the  names  of  eight  Members  of  the  Council, 

Lord  North  moved,    «    That  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Doke  of  York  and  Albany  be  a  Member  of  the  faid  Coun- 
:  cil." 

Mr.  Chancellor  P/«  remarked,  that,  notwithftanding  that      \j 
>    die  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  chofen  to  make  the  Char 
motion,  without  advancing  any  arguments  in  its  fupport,  lor  F 
yet,  agreeably  to  his  declaration,  that  when  the  proper  time 
night  come  tor  it,  he  fhould  be  ready  to  flate  his   reafons, 
why  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  give  his  vote  againft  the 
motion,  he  would  now  enter  upon  an  explanation.     Poflibly, 
what  he  had  to  offer,  as  well  as  his  conduA  on  that  occafion, 
might  be  placed  in  the  catalogue  of  difrefpedlful  meafures, 
and  added  to  the  other  imputations  fo  unjuftly  charged  upon 
him,  of  meaning  to  manifeft  a  want  of  due  attention  and 
regard  to  the  younger  branches  of  the  Royal  Family.     Be 
that  as  it  might,  fo  long  as  he  was  confcious  of  adling  upon 
no  other  principle,  than  an  anxious  defire  to  do  his  duty 
faithfully,  in  a  moment  of  great  difficulty,  he  fhould  firmly 
adhere   to  the  rule  of  condudl  that  he  had  laid   down  for 
hiinfelf,  as  moft  advantageous  to  his  country,  and  as  beft 
becoming  his  own  charadler,  perfe£Hy  regardlefs  of  any  con- 
feqnences,  however  highly  injurious  to  him,  which  might 
enfue.     The  firfl  matter  to  be  confidered,  was,  the  nature  of 
the  Council  in  queftion,  which  was  to  be  a  Council  of  Ad- 
vice, and  a  Council  of  Advice  only.     It  had  been  faid  to  be  a 
trufl,  but  the  trufl  was,  to  udvife  Her  Majefty  in  the  care  of 
His  Majefty's  perfon.     l^he  noble  Lord  had  propofed,  that 
the  Duke  of  York,  the  fecond  fon  of  the  King,  fliould  be  a 
Member  of  that  Council.     Perhaps,  the  reafons  affigned  by 
a  noble  Marquis  (of  Graham)  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate, 
was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  the  appointment  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  to  be  a  Member  of  that  council,  would  be 
both  unneceflary   and   improper.     His  noble  friend's  argu-  ^ 
gument  remained  to  that  moment  unanfwered      Moft  cer- 
tainly, there  could  he  no  occafion  to  put  thofe  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  who  were  of  courfe  the  natural  advifers  of  Her  Ma- 
jefty, into  a  refponfible  fituation,  and  make  thofe  Members 
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-of  a  council,  who  were  to  advife  the  Queen,  when  called  oq 
fo  to  do,  and  were  to  anfwer  for  that  advice. 

In  the  common  tranfa£tions  of  the  care  of  His  Majefly's 
perfon,  Her  Majefty  would  naturally  confult  the  perfons  of 
,        her  own  family ;  but,  when  an  a£l  was  to  be  done  of  a  much 
more  important  nature,  fhe  would  then  call  upon  her  Coun* 
cil,  who  ought  to  be  perfons  not  interefted  in  the  advice  they 
might  give,  farther  thnn  as  their  general  wifhes  for  the  rc- 
ftoration  of  His  Majefty's  health,  which  they  muft.  feel  in 
common  with  the  relt  of  HisMajefty'sfubjecls,  fhould  make 
them  otherwife,  and  who  would  naturally  be  the  heft  able  to 
advife  Her  Majefty.     Whatever,   therefore,  they  might  do 
in  form,  it  was  clear,  that  in  the  appointment  of  the  troft 
which  was  given,  the  authority  to  aft  upon  fhould  be  in  a 
fingle  perfon.     Another   reafon  why  it  would  not  be  right,. 
in  his  mind,  to  name  the  Duke  of  York,  was  grounded  on 
thofe  general  principles,  in  conformity  to  which,  it  had  been 
improper  to  let  the  Prince  of  Wales  have  any  concern  in  the 
care  of  His  Majefty's  perfon.     It  was  the  fituation,  and  not 
the  charafler  of  the  Prince,  that  precluded  him  from  being 
named  to  [(hare  in  the  office  of  the  council  of  Her    Ma- 
jefty.    He,  who  was  to  be  Regent,  ought  not  to  have  any 
concern  with  the  care  of  the  King,  becaufe,  being  next  in 
\        fucceflion,  he  was  not  fit  to  interfere  with  that  concern.    I{, 
therefore,  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  unfit  for  fuch  an  inter- 
ference, refpe6l  to  him  made  it  necelfary  to  extend  the  fame 
general  principles  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  refl  of  the 
Royal  Family. 
I.d.  Beau-      Lord  Beauchamp  thought  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  the 
fharap.       propereil  perfons  to  advile  Her  Mnjefty,  concerning  a  truft, 
in  the  due  execution  of  which  they  were  fo  deeply  inter- 
efted.    It  behoved  the  Committee  to  give  a  preference  to 
thofe,  who  in  point  of  fituation,  of  duly,  and  afteflion,  were 
the  fitteft   perfons  to   affift  the  Queen  with  their  advice. 
Lord  Beauchamp  adverted  to  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  bill, 
where  the  Council  were  to  aft  in  the  diicharge  of  a  very  great 
and   important  truft ;  and  he  mentioned  that  claufe,  which 
provides  in  what  manner  they  ftiould  proceed,  on  His  Ma» 
jefty's  recovery,  and  declares  under  what  circumftances  the 
reftoration  of  His  Majefty  fliould   take  place.     That,  and 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  he  obfervtd,  had  taken  upon 
thcmfelves  to  pronounce  His  Majefty's  incapacity,  after  a 
proper  examination  of  His  .Majefty's  phyficians ;  but  the  bill 
took  tlie  more  important  proceeding,  to  reftore  His  NIajefly 
to  his  Government,  out  of  their  hands,  and  intended  to  fub- 
flitute  that  Counci!,  on  this  very  delicate  queftion,  and  th;»t 
not  only  when  Parliament  was  not  fining,  hut  even  during 
the  fitting  of  Parliament,   The  adootion  of  the  other  branchfs 

of 
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of  the  Rojal  Family,  would,  he  (hould  imagine,  be  moft 
pleafing  to  Her  Majefty,  and  equally  neceflary  in  a  public 
light*  He  reminded  the  Committee,  that  they  were  to  pro- 
pofe  a  Council,  fuch  as  the  Parliament  and  the  People  of 
Ireland  would  improve;  becaufe,  it  was  to  be  confidered, 
that  .the  fame  Prince  who  fat  upon  the  Throne  of  Great 
Britain,  mufl  fit  upon  that  of  Ireland.  They  ought,  there- 
fore, to  take  the  fame  means  as  the  People  01  Ireland  would 
be  willing  to  adopt  ;  and,  how  was  be,  or  any  perfon  fare, 
ihitthe  People  of  Ireland  would  leave  the  advifing  of  Her 
'  Majefty,  in  refped  to  her  care  of  the  King's  perlon,  to  a 
Gcmncil,  which  they  knew  nothing  of,  and  which  was  difFe- 
loit  from  that  provided  in  all  other  Regency  bills  ?  The 
infertion  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Royal  Family,  would 
Dot  make  the  Council  too  numerous,  and,  he  declared,  that 
he  did  not  think,  nnlefs  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
to  ftate  ftronger  objeflions  againft  the  numerous  precedents 
of  former  ages,  that  they  ought  to  be  departed  from.  In 
CTcry  former  Regency  bill,  fome  of  the  Royal  Family  were 
to  be  included  ;  in  the  prefent  bill,  they  were  ftudiouQy  ex- 
lodfid,  and  that  without  any  fufficient  reafon,  as  far  as  he 
was  capable  of  judging. 

Lord  North  remarked,  that  as  the  right  honourable  gen-  L^^d 
lleman  thought  fit  to  fignify  his  afloni/hment,  that  he  had  North. 
made  the  motion,  without  accompanying  it  with  much  ar- 
giment,  he  ihould  beg  leave  to  inform  him,  that  the  reafon 
was,  becaufe  he  conceived  he  had  argued  it  very  fufficiently 
when  he  had  firft  rifen,  in  that  day's  debate.  But,  if  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  thought  it  wanted  argument, 
he  would  ftate  a  few  more  reafons  why  he  conceived  that 
the  Committee  ought  to  adopt  it.     The  right  honourable 

Sntleman  had  alluded  to  the  fpeech  of  a  noble  Marquis  (of 
rabam)  and  had  contended,  that  it  remained  unanfwered. 
The  noble  Marquis  had  faid,  the  Queen  might,  if  (lie  pleafed, 
:all  for  the  council  of  the  Princes,  and,  therefore,  there  was 
10  occafion  that  they  ihould  be  conftituted  Members  of  the 
[Council  of  Advice.  The  Queen  might,  if  fhe  pleafed, 
rail  for  the  advice  of  any  one,  or  all  of  the  eight  perfoiis, 
lamed  for  her  Council,  juft  as  much  as  fhe  could  call  for  it 
n  their  capacity  of  Counfellors.  The  Pi  ivy  Council,  was 
n  a  great  meafure  a  Council  of  Advice.  The  Princes  of 
the  Blood  were  Members  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  when 
they  attended  a  Privy  Council,  called  by  the  King,  they  at- 
tended a  Council  of  Advice.  The  Council  to  be  appointed 
under  the  authority  of  the  bill,  wa?,  not  long  fince,  ftated  to 
l>e  a  Council  of  Advioe;  but  afterwards,  to  bf  Ibraething 
more,  becaufe  they  were  to  be  partakers  of  the  adl  of  recall- 
ing His  Maj'^fty  to  his  Government,  The  right  honour- 
able 
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able  gentleman  had  faid,  that  they  fliould  not  tnift  the  per- 
fon  ot  the  King  to  the  fucceflbr  of  the  Crown.  That  prin- 
ciple  went  too  far ;  it  was  a  barbarous  principle,  that  ex* 
eluded  every  one  of  the  Royal  Family  from  thofs  Councils, 
and  that  advice.  Lord  North  contended,  that  there  was  not 
any  rule  which  could  fupport  excluding  the  fucceflbr  from 
a  council,  to  confider  what  was  heft  for  the  care  of  the  health 
and  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  His  Majefty.  The  principle  laid 
down,  therefore,  was  a  barbarous  principle,  carried  to  the 
height  of  barbarity.  Lord  North  animadverted  on  the  mh 
of  condudl  that  the  bill  prefcribed  for  the  Queen  and  the 
council,  on  tlie  King's  recovery.  They  were  immediately, 
he  obferved,  to  fend  an  account  of  it  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  London,  and  caufe  it  to  be  printed  in  the  London 
Gazette.  The  Public,  he  was  fure,  would  like  the  Queen's 
certificate  of  the  King's  recovery  better,  if  fome  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood  were  in  the  council.  He  put  the  cafe 
of  Her  Majefty's  death.  Should  the  Queen  die.  His  Ma- 
jefty would  be  in  the  hands  of  not  one  of  his  own  blood,  a 
circumftance,  in  his  opinion,  extremely  material  to  be  con- 
fidere/i. 
Lord  Lord    Mahlanl  declared,  that  there  was  not,  fh)m  the 

Maiiland.  northernmoft  to  the  fouthernmoft  part  of  the  ifland  one  man 
who  could  urge  a  reafonable  objeftion  againft  his  noble 
friend's  motion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  he  trufted  that  the  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  which  he  ftood, 
would  mention  his  conduct  in  the  catalogue  of  difrefpefts 
imputed  to  him.  He  would  not  notice  it  as  a  difrefpefl, 
but  as  an  infult  to  His  Majefty,  an  infult  to  the  Queen,  and 
an  infult  to  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Was  it  to  be  believed, 
that  the  Queen  chofe  rather  to  advife  with  the  menial  fervanti 
of  His  Mnjefty,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  ftate  them  to  be,  than  confult  with  liis 
relations  i  Sure  he  was,  that  when  His  Majefty  got  well,  he 
wouM  look  with  pleafure  to  the  refolution  ot  that  Honfe, 
which  made  the  Prince  of  Wales  one  of  his  Courifellors. 
Lord  Mnithnd  fpoke  of  the  comfort  every  man  felt  in  being 
advifed  by  his  own  relations.  He  put  the  cafe  to  Mr,  Pitt, 
who  had,  he  faid,  fo  plentifully  provided  for  his  relations. 
"^V  hen  he  looked  to  the  Board  of  Treafury,  when  he  looked 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  whiyj  he  looked  to  the  Chair  of 
that  Houfe,  he  faw  every  proof  of 
Sir  James  Sir  James  Johnjione  role  fuddeidy,  and  faid,  he  would  not 
Johnftone.  fuffer  the  Speaker  to  be  abufed. 

Lord  Lord  AfaitlanJ  anfwered,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 

Maitland.  tleman  woxild  not,  he  was  fure,  consider  It  as  an  inclination 

in  him  to  abufc  the  Speaker  in  whac  he  had  faid  ;  and  tliere- 

|c:e  be  \yould   puvfue  x\\c  \.V\i^3cA  «f  his  argument.    If  he 
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bought  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  wicked  enough  to  wifa  to 
etain  the  government  of  the  country  when  the  King  grew 
ivell,  he  would  be  the  laft  man  living  to  fuggeft  his  being 
yf  the  Council.     The   right   honour^Me  gentleman,  when 
br  could  not  produce  any  argument,  had  invented  the  de- 
vice of  calling  it  a  queftion  of  feeling ;    if,  therefore,    the 
qiKJdion  then  under  coniideration  was  a  queftion  of  that  na- 
ture^ he  did  not  doubt  but  that  it  would  revolt  the  feelings 
ef  all  public  men,  when  they  came  to  hear  that  the  Prince 
ffWsdes'had  been  treated  with  fo  much  difregard,  and  fo 
liDch  marked  infult.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
iiid,  that  Lord  Thurlow  was  a  fit  perfon  to  be  a  Member  of 
the  Council,  becaufe  the  noble  and  Irarned  Lord  was  high 
in  His  Majefty's  confidence.     Had  not  His  Majefty  fliewn 
tt  much  contidence  In  His   Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York  ?  Would  any  man  fo  much  libel  Her  Majefty,  as  to 
fiippole  that  flie  would  not  feel  great  comfort  in  the  advice 
of  her  own  fon  ?  There  could  not  exift  but  one  in  the  coun- 
try, and. that  opinion  muft  be,  that  the  Duke  of  York,  the 
two  other  Princes  his  brothers,  and  the  Dukes  of  Gloucefter 
and  Cumberland,  fliould  be  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  yiddington  remarked,  that  he  muft  beg  leave  to  exprefs  ;jr.  /^^j_ 
Us  doubts  whether,  if  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  in  rh^^  <iinj.ron, 
country,  that  opinion  was  as  the  noble  Lord  had  ilated  it ; 
ind  certain  he  was,  that  there  were  fufficient  reaibns  why 
that  ought  not  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe.  The  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  declared,  that  he  conceived  the 
principle  of  excluding  the  fucceffor  to  the  Crown  from  the 
Council  to  advife  Her  Majefty  in  the  care  of  the  King's  per- 
fon, was  a  barbarous  principle,  carried  to  the  height  of  bar- 
barity. It  was,  neverlhelefs,  the  principle  which  governed 
the  pra<3ice  of  the  firft  Court  of  Lquiry  in  this  kingdom,  in 
all  cafes  concerning  pcrfons  labouring  under  the  malady 
irith  which  His  Majefty  was  unfortunately  affli(S«l.  The 
rule  was  never  to  appoint  the  Heir  Apparent,  nor  even  tnc 
Heir  Prefumptive,  to  have  the  care  of  the  perfon  indifpofed, 
but  to  take,  as  the  moft  unexceptionable,  the  individual  leaft 
interefted  in  the  death  of  that  perfon.  The  Queen  ftood 
precifely  in  this  predicament.  Her  Majefty,  for  a  thoufand 
reafons,  was  the  moft  proper  to  have  the  care  of  the  King's 
perfon,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  was,  for  a  variety  of  very 
diflerent  reafons,  unfit  to  take  any  ftiare  in  that  concern. 
The  noble  Lord  hadobferved,  tljat,  in  cule  of  Her  Majeftv's 
death,  the  Council  would  have  the  care  of  the  King's  per- 
fon. If  the  Duke  of  York,  therefore,  was  to  he  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Prince  of  Wales  were  to  die,  the  Duke  of  York 
ftanding  then  as  Heir  Prefumptive  of  the  Crown,  would 
hare  the  cuftody  of  the  King's  perfon,  which  would  he  highly 

iinpioper. 
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improper.    When  the  death  of  the  Quieen  fhould  happen,  thi 
bill  had  provided  for  the  circumftance.     The  only  cafe  ii» 
which  the  Queen  ought  to  aft  under  the  bill  by  herfelf,  v?ai; 
in  regard  to  the  refumption  claufe,   and  the  bill  efpectallv* 
defined  what  was  to  be  the  line  of  proceeding  to  be  adopted;* 
Mr.  Addington  affigned)   as  an  additional  reafon^  why  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  the  other  Princes  of  the  Blood,  ought 
not  to  be  of  the  Council,  that  their  over  anxious  wiihes  for 
His  Majcfty's  recovery  might  make  them  too  zealous,  and 
induce  them  to  pronounce  that  His  Majefty  was  in   a  ftatt^ 
of  fanity,  before  his  reftoration  to  health  might  have  become  i 
complete.     Mr.  Addington  folemnly  declared  that,  in  regard^ 
to  the  meafures  lately  purfued,  in  confequeilce  of  His  Mft^,< 
jefty*s  unfortunate  illnefs,  he  had  a£ted  from  principle;  hd-i 
had  maturely  confidered  every  part  of  the  fyftem ;  he  had . 
voted  upon  conviflion  in  confequence,  and  he  felt  a  pridtf 
and  a  pleafure  in  having  given  his  feeble  fupport  to  his  right 
honourable  friend. 
Ld.  North      Lord  North  anfwered,  that  when  he  introduced  tlie  ep" 
preflion,   that  excluding  the  fucceflbr  to  the  Crown  from 
the  Council,  was  pufliing  a  barbarous  principle  to  a  barba« 
reus  extent,  he  did  not  introduce  it  as  merely  his  own  ex* 
prefCon,  but  as  an  expreilion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Mac^ 
clesfield,  in  a  iimilar  cafe  to  the  prefent.     The  honourable 
gentleman  had  argued  thus,  **  Would  you  truft  the  Prefump* 
"  tive  Heir  to  the  Crown  with  the  care  of  the  King's  per- 
<*  fon  ?**  The  Duke  of  York  was  not  the  Prefiimptive  Heir 
to  the  Crown,    nor  would   he  have,  if  named  one  of  the 
Council,  any  fort  of  control  over  the  Queen.     He  was  only 
as  other  Counfellors  were,  recommended  to  advife  Her  Ma- 
jefty, as  the  occafion  might  require. 
Mr.  Kir.  Burke  obferved,  that  the  Committee  had  now  gotten 

Burke,  two  principles  laid  down,  and  thofe  as  oppofite  to  each  other 
as  light  to  darknefs.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  Ind 
fpoken  laft  but  one,  had  faid,  that  the  Duke  of  Y6rk  ought 
not  to  be  of  the  Council,  left  his  too  great  zeal  and  filial  af- 
fedtion  (hould  prompt  him  to  pronounce  the  King  well,  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  his  health;  and  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  the  presumption  was,  that 
from  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  being  interefted.  His  Majefty 
might  not  be  reftored  to  his  Government  at  the  time  of  hu 
recoverv.  Mr.  Burke  rcafoned  upon  thefe  contrafted  and 
ditFerent  difqualifications,  and  denied  that  they  could  both 
be  founded.  He  faid  that  gentlemen  were  fond  of  reforting 
to  the  dark  and  barbarous  time  of  Henry  the  Sixth  ;  a  period 
before  our  Con  ft  i  tut  ion  was  formed.  He  would  refer  tliem 
to  more  modern  times,  to  the  Regency  bill  of  the  fifth  of 
the  prefent  King ;  a  bill  brought  into  Parliament  at  the  in- 

ftance 
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mce  of  the  King  himfelf;    In  that  bill,  the  King  was  en* 
bled  to  nominate  a   R^ent,  but  difaUed  from  naming  any 
Qthift  fucceflbn   Mr.  Buike  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  wording 
f  that  ftatute,  and  aiked  whether  it  was  right  to  exclude  all 
ite Tons  of  a  father  from  having  any  fhare  in  the  cuftody  of 
&i  peribn  ?   He  was  himfelf  a  father,  and  the  noble  Lord 
lirai  likewife  a  father.     He  appealed  to  the  noble  Lord,  and 
^  all  fathers,  bow  they  would  feel,  on  recovering  from  a 
fengeront  and  fevere  malady,  if  they  found  that  their  fons 
bd  been  debarred  all  (hare  of  the  cuftody  of  their  per  fons. 
ffir  his  part,  he  ihould  r^ard  that  man  as  a  murderer,  who 
pd fo e&dttded  his  fon.     He  exclaimed  againft  the  times; 
IOkj  were^  he  faid,  ignorant  times,  not  barbarous,  becaufe 
jlkieally  thought  there  was  enough  of  urbanity  and  foftnefs 
I tof manners;  But  ignorant,  becaufe  mankind  in  general  now 
■faw  all  their  information  frdm  newfpapers  and  magazines* 
tVe  learning  of  this  day  was  bad  learning,  which  was-the 
iiie  worft  fort  of  ignbrance.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
ta  had  faid^  ''  Let  us  have  members  of  the  church,  and 
"^  guardians  of  the  laws,  of  the  council  j  and  officers  of  the 
^Soufdiold."     He  knew  not  one  of  the  perfons  in  office, 
kit  he  knew  that  the  Queeii  might  change  the  houfehold  the 
'aea^tday,  and  then  new  perfons  would  be  her  advifers. 
.  The^ueftion  was  put,  and  the  Committee  divided, 
Ayes,  128;  Noe«,  176. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  Priiice  Edward  was  negatived  with- 
bat  a  divifion. 
The  Cdmmittee  divided  on  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter's  name, 

Ayes,  129;  Noes,  178. 
The  Duke  df  Cumberland  was  negatived  without  a   di- 
Vifion. 

Mr.  JDetnpfter  propofed  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
taons  for  the  time  being. 

Mn  Chancellor  Pitt  obfetved  that,   on  tvery   account,  Mr.Ch?tn- 
ffwn  friendfhip,  afFeftion,  and  confanguinity,  he  might  well  cellorPict. 
befuppofed  partial  to  the  prefent  Speaker  of  that  Houfe; 
bat,  he  could  not  agree  that  he  ought  to  be  a  Member  of 
4o  Queen's  Council.     The  foUr  that  had  been  fiift   voted 
nismbers,  were  the  heads  of  the  church  and  law ;  and   the 
our  laft  were  the  principal  officers  of  His  Majefty's  houfe- 
old  ;  whereas  the  Speaker  of  that  Houfe  was  of  neither  dc- 
:ription. 
The  queftioiV-'was  put  and  negatived. 
The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  for  the  time  being  was  next 
ropofed,  and  negatived  on  ibequeftion  being  put. 

At  length,  after   fome  defultory  converfation,   in  which 

Ir  M.  A.  Taylor,  Mr.  Dempfter,    Sir  William  Molef- 

orth,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  took  part^ 
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an'd'wFierein  the  latter  combated  the  idea  that  the  patrc 
to  be  r^rved  to  the  Queen  was  dependant  on  hiui, 
catnfc  t6  thethufcc6htaining  provifions  for  His  Maji 
befng  iieftewd  to  his  Government  on  his  recovery. 
Mr.         Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  remarked,  that  though  they  wei 
Chancel-  agreed  as  to  the  objedl  of  the  next  claufe,  yet,  as  trom 
lor  Pitt,     jjg  jjaj  heard,  there  was  likely  to  be  much  diilerence  o: 
nton  concerning  the  means  of  attaining  it,  he  thoug 
would  be  advifeable  to  adjourn,  and  come  frefh  to  the  d 
fion  upon  the  day  immediately  enfuing.    Me  only  wifhe 
Committee  to  underftand  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
the  rep^ort  dire<£lly  after  the  Committee  (hould  have  proc 
through  all  the  claufes. 

The  Chairman  was  direfted  to  report  progrefs,  an 
leave  to  fit  again. 
The  Houfe  being  refumed,  adjourned. 

tVedneJday^    llth  February. 

A  petition  of  the  Nobility,  Gentlemen,  Clergy, 
Freeholders  of  the  county  of  Southampton,  was  pre! 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  they  are 
feftly  fenfible  that  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  Parliam< 
provide,  during  the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's  p 
unhappy  malady,  for  fecuring  to  the  fubjedl  the  full  b 
of  a  government  of  energy  and  efie6t,  in  a  manner 
fiftent  with  the  happy  conftitution  of  thiis  kingdom, 
the  peace  and  unity  of  the  whole  Britifh  empire,  and 
the  uninterrupted  exercife  of  the  Royal  Power- in  tlie  I 
of  Brunfwick ;  and  that  they  fee  in  the  bill  to  provic 
the  care  of  His  Majefty's  Royal  perfon,  and  for  the  ac 
llration  of  the  Royal  authority  during  the  continual 
His  Majefty^s  illnefs,  certain  provifions  and  regul 
which  have  created  in  them  a  fenfible  alarm,  left  thoi 
liaimentary  powers,  rights,  and  duties,  fhould  not  be 
cifed  in  a  cafe  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  public 
and  welfare;  and  therefore  praying,  that  in  the  pro^ 
that  (hall  be  made  for  afcertaining  the  return  of  Hi 
jefty's  capjcity  for  the  perfonal  exercife  of  his  goverr 
and  the  provifions  that  fhall  be  made  for  the  re-aflur 
of  the  fame,  that  Parlfament  (hall  not  frelinquilh 
powers  which  they  hold  in  truft  for  the  People,  nor  di 
into  the  hands  of  any  individual  or  defcriptions  of 
thofe  parliamentary  fundions,  and  thofe  means  of 
m«ntary  enquiry,  which  have  been  juftly  deemed  ne< 
when  the  exercife  of  His  Majefty's  perfonal  author!' 
fufpended,  left  alterations  in  goveinment>  made 
doubtful  and  fufpicloug  circumftances,  ihould  dcftr 
confidence  in  govevnment>  and  abate  its  neceflary  fon 
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^^pUT  ;  and  that^  in  all  provifions  which  fliall  be  made  in 
PH  iatermediate  time,  care  fhould  be  taken  that  nothing 
Aould  be  eftabliihed  which  (hall  tend  to  weaken,  diftrafi, 
4Qd  divide  the  temporary  government,  or  deftroj,  the  bar- 
XPony  that  ought  to  prevail  in  the  Royal  Family* 
Ordered,  1  hat  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
Mr*  Phelips  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
tike  into  confideration  fo  much  of  an  aft,  made  in  the  laft 
ibffion  of  Parliapient,  entitled,    <<  An  slA  for  the  farther 
;  1"  regulation  of  the  trials  of  controverted  eleiSlions,  or  rer 
. "  turns  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,"  as  relates  to 
&9  fees  to  be  demanded  and  taken  for,  or  in  refpei^  of  the 
examination  of  the  fureties,  the  report  thereon,  and  the  ta- 
iing  the  recognizances  therein  mentioned,  and  alfo,  for  or 
in  tefpeft  of  afcertaining  and  taxing  the  coils  and  expences 
therein  mentioned,  and  the  report  to  be  made  thereon,  and 
to  report  the  fame,    with  their   opinion  thereon,    to  the 
JIoufe;.»id  who  were  inftrufled  to  confider  of  rules  and 
regulations  to  be  eftabliihed  for  the  better  afcertaining  and 
.taxing  fuch  cofts  and  expences ;  and  alfo,  to  confider  of  fo 
.Qiuch  of  the  faid  a£t  as  relates  to  the  entering  into  fuch  re- 
cognizances, and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the 
Houfe;  and  who  were  im powered  to  report  their  proceed- 
ings from  time  to  time  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Committee 
bad  made  a  progrefs  in  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  had 
come  to  feveral  refolutions,  and  had  alfo  agreed  upon  a  table 
of  fees,  which  they  had  direfted  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe; 
;and  he. read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards. delivered 
it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read ;  apd  is  as  follows : 
Refolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
"  for  the  due  execution  of  an  aft,  pafled  in  the  28th  year  of 
**  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majcfty,  entitled,  *  An  a£l  for 
**  the  further  regulation  of  the  trials  of  controverted  elcftions, 
7*  or  returns  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  fo  far  as 
*^  the  faid  aft  refpefts  the  recognizances  thereby  required  to 
"  he  entered  into  by  any  perfon  having  prefented  a  petition 
**  to  this  Houfe,  ccht; plaining  of  an  undu^  eleftion  or  return, 
**  or  of  the  omiffion  of  a  return,  or  of  the  infufficiency  of  a 
**  return,  it  is  expedient  that  the  examiners  of  fureties,  to 
**  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  faid  aft,  fliould  attend  (for 
■**  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  fufficiency  of  any  furety  or  * 
**  fureties  to  be  named  in  any  fuch  lecognizance)  in  one  of 
**  the  Committee  rooms  belonging  to  this  Houfe,  at  fuch 
"  time  or  times  within  the  time  limited  by  the  faid  aft  as 
•*  fliall   be   appointed   by  fuch  examiners,    on   application 
"  made  by  any  fuch  petitioner,  or  his  agent,  to  the  clerk  or 
"  clerk  affiftant  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  that  fuch  petitioner  do 
**  give  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  fuch  intended 
^^.  examination,    together  with  the  names,    additions,  and 
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"  places  of  abode  of  fuch  faretics,  to  the  fitting  Member  of 
^*  Members  whofe  eleftioii  or  return  *rs  complained  of  by  fuch 
**  petition,  or  their  known  agent  or  agents,  and  to  every  other 
*^  perfon  or  perfohs  to  whoni'the  Speaker  of  tlie  Houfe  of 
**  Commofis  (hall  have  given  notice  to  attend^  at  the  time 
«<  when  any  fuch  petition  !.s  ordered  by  the  Houfe  to  be  ta« 
4<  ken  into  confideration,  or  their  known  agent  or  agents. 

Rcfolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^ 
<*  that  a  printed  copy  of  the  faid  refolution  be  fcnt  to  every 
^  fuch  petitioner  forthwith  after  the  prefenting  any  fuch  peti- 
^*  tion  to  the  Houfe. 

**  Your  Committee  have  alfo  confidered  and  agreed  upon 
**  a  table  of  Fees  to  be  demanded  and  taken  by  the  faid  ex* 
^^  aminers,  and  other  perfons,  for  their  attendance  and  trcHh 
<^  hie  refpefting  fuch  recognizances ;  which  table  is  as  fol- 
<^  lows,  viz.  To  each  of  the  faid  examiners,  forhis|>ains 
^^  and  trouble  refpeSing  the  examination  into  the  fufficlency 
*^  of  the  fureties  in  ^ny  recognizance,  and  for  the  report  tp 
^*  be  m^de  thereon,  and  all  matters  rekting  thereto,  the  1 
<'  fum  of  two  guineas  and  no  more — To  the  Speaker's  fecre-i 
**  tary,  for  his  pains  and  trouble  refpef^ng  every  fuch  ret 
^^  cognizance,  and  all  matters  relating  thereto,  the  ftim  of 
*^  twenty  fhillings  and  no  more — To  the  clerk  who  (hall 
*^  be  appointed  to  attend  the  faid  examiners,  for  his  pains 
"  and  trouble  refpe<9ing  every  fuch  recognizance,  and  alt 
<*  matters  relative  thereto,  the  fum  of  twenty  jfhillings,  ami 
«*  no  more." 

The  faid  refolutions  being  read  a  fecond  time,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  faid  table  of  fees  being  read  a  fecond  time, 
Refolved^   **  That  the  fame  be  the   fees  demanded  and 
<^  taken  by  the  feveral  perfons  mentioned   in.  the  faid  table 
♦'  of  fees, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  having  moved  fhe  order  of  the  day, 
and  the  Houfe  being  refolved  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  Alderman  Watfon  in  the  chair. 

The  26th  chufe  was  read,  providing  for  His  Majefty*s 
refumption  of  his  Government,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
**  that  when  it  fliall  appear  to  Her  Majefty  the  Queen,  and 
*'  to  of  the  council  appointed  by 

*'  this   aft  to  aiTift  Her  Majefty  in  the  execution  of  the 
<«  truft  committed  to  Her  Majefty  by  this  aft,  tliat   Hia 
^'  Majefty  is  reftored  to  health,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
^'  for  Her  i;iid  Majefty,  by   the  advice  of 
^"  of  her  faid  council,  to  notify  the   fame  by  an 

^*  inftrumerit  under  Her  Mnjefty's  hand,  and  figned  alfo  by 
<'  thef^d  olHjtt  M'j:^<i(lY«iUld  councii^ 
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t*'  and  addeffed  to  the  Lord  Prefident  of  His  Majefty's  moft 

tf^'hoDourable  Privy  Council  for  the  time  being,  or,  in  iiis 

**  'abfisHce,   to  one  of  His  Majefty*s  Principal  Secretaries 

^df  State;   and  the  faid  Lord  Prefident,  or  Secretary  of 

V  Sta^,*  ihalt,  4nd  is  hereby  required,  on  the  receipt  thereof,' 

<<  to  communicate' the  fame  to  the  faid  Regent,    and   to 

<*  fanhiten  forthwith  a  Privy  Council;  and  the  Members 

^•6C  Hik  Majefty's   moft  honourable  Privy  Council  are 

^  hereby  required  to  aflemble  in  confequence  of  fuch  fum- 

*^'iiipns;  and  the  faid  Lord  Prefident,  or,  in  his  abfence, 

^'  the  faid  Secretary  of  State,  in  prefence  of  any 

*  or  more  Privy  CounfeUors  fo  aftembled,  to  caufe 

^  the  faid  inftrument  to  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the  faid 

^  Privy  Council,  and  immediately  thereafter  to  fend  a  copy 

*^of  fuch  inftrument  to   the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and 

^  likewife  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  printed  in  the  London 

«( Gazette." 

Mr.-Chancellor  Pitt  exprefled  his  wiflies  to  know  whe-      Mr. 
tiber  it  was  the  pleafure  of  the  Committee  that  he  ftiould  ChanccN 
inter  into  the  general  ftatement    of   the  claufe,    for  thel°''^i"- 
porpofe  of  rendering  the  debate  more  convenient,  previoufly 
to  hit  moving  the  hlling  up  the  blanks. 

Mr.  Burke  remarked    that,    in  his   opinion,  this  mode  Mr.Burke 
woofld  prove  the  moft  convenient. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  again  rifing,  and  having  premifed      Mr. 
that  it  was  his  intention  that  the  firft  l)lank  which  he  meant  Chancel- 
to  propofe  ftiould  be  filled  up  with  the  word  «  Five,"  ad-  lor  Pif- 
fled that  in  reviewing  this  claufe,  it  was  necefiary  to  confider 
the  fubfequent  claufes,  they  being  all  conneSed  together. 
The  general  principle  of  the  claufes  he  need  not  argue,  as 
the  provifions  for  His  Majefty's  refumption  of  his  govern- 
ttent    arofe  out  of  every  principle  of  regard  to  the  conftitu- 
tution  of  the  law  of  the  land,   of  the  allegiance  they  all 
owed  to  their  King,  and  out  of  the  refolutions  themfelves. 
Which  were  profefl[edly  calculated  for  the  interval  of  His  Ma- 
lefty's  indifpofition  alone.     The  general  principle  felt  by  the 
t^ublic,  was,  that  the  whole  of  this  meafure  was  calculated 
{>nly  for  the  duration  of  that  neceflity ;  and  in  policy  they 
urere  alfo  bound  to  take  meafures  that  the  Regency  ftiould 
continue  no  longer  than  the  happy  moment  of  His  Majefty's 
capability  to  refume  his  right.     The  point  they  were  then 
Donfidering  was  of  the  greateft  importance:  it  was  His  Ma- 
jefty's undoubted  right  to  refume  the  perfonal  exercife  of 
the  Royal  authority  as  foon  as  he  was  capable  of  it.     They 
were  providing  for  that  right,  and,  in  fo  doing,  they  ought 
to  provide  according  to  the  conftitution,  that  they  fliould 
not  be  thought  to  be  trenching  on   royalty,    and  if  they 
went  a^ny  farther  than  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  they  would 


His  Majefly  would  have  a  clear  indifputuble  right  : 
fume  his  government.  Upon  fuch  notification  of  tl 
pacity  of  His  Majefty,  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  ai 
of  royalty,  but  through  fome  odenfible  channeL 
His  Majeily  (hould  no  longer  be  infirm,  he  mull  aA 
K  ing,  through  fome  oftenlible  channel ;  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  Houfe  to  provide  for  His  Majefty  that  oft 
and  fit  channel,  through  which  he  would  have  to  co 
nicate  his  aft  to  the  Parliament  and  the  People.  Ii 
viding  fuch  channel  they  were  to  look  to  oftenfible  pi 
to  the  Privy  Council:  thofe  who  might  on  His  Ma 
recovery  be  in  executive  departments,  would  by  no 
be  fit  perfons  to  confider  His  Majefty's  capability  of  r 
ing  to  his  government.  The  mode,  therefore,  propc 
the  next  claufe  was,  that  thofe  who  fhould  be  at  the 
or  ihall  have  been,  of  His  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  an 
fhould  be  feleded  by  His  Majefty,  to  any  number  n 
than  nine,  fhould  be  the  channel  of  communication, 
fix  of  fuch  Privy  Council  fhould  agree  with  the  rep 
tation  of  the  Qlieen  and  her  council,  that  His  M* 
infirmity  no  longer  exifted,  and  fliould  have  countei 
the  proclamation,  they  would  be  the  channel  through 
His  Majefty  would  have  have  to  communicate  to  the  '. 
his  happy  recovery.  The  principles  he  went  upon 
that  while  His  Majefty's  infirmity  continued,  he  cou 
fio  one  royal  adi ;  that  when  it  ceafed,  His  Majelty 
have  an  indifputable  right  to  affume  the  reins  of  g 
ment ;  that  fuch  recovery  muft  be  communicated  tl 
fome  oftenfible  channeJ;  that  thofe  who  were  in  cxe 
departments  at  the  time  would  be  unfit  perfcns ;  ac 
thofe  who  were,  and  had  been  of  His  Majefty's 
Council,  would  be  the  proper  channel  through  whi< 
Majefty's  recovery  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  co 
for  which  they  would  be  refponfible,  and,  upon  fuel 
iicatloM,  the  Regency  would  immmediately  ceafe. 
could  not  a  doubt  exift,  under  fuch  guards,  that  Hi 
jefty  would  prematurely  be  reftored  to  his  governmen 
Queen  and  h  r  covxncU  were  to  make  fuch  notifica 
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if  wider  liis  fign  manual,  a  Privy  Council  were  td  af- 
1^  and  by  that  refpotiiible  channel  was  His  Majeily's 
tyapi'iii^lrtii  to  be  councerfigned,  and  the  Parliament  were 
flRH  "ittunediately  •  Mr.  Pitt  added  that  for  his  part  he 
d  not  fuppofe  it  poffible  that  in  confequence  of  fuch 
I  m  refamption  would  take  place  under  doubtful  or 
rocal  circumftances.  To  fuch  a  refomption  Parliament 
b  fnvely  look  with  unfpeakable  delight ;  a  delight  con- 
al  with  that  of  a  whole  People,  who  were  at  the  prefervt 
r,  moft  anxioufly  longing  for  the  recovery  of  a  beloved 
ereien.  . 

Ir.  Pofvys  ohferved,  that  whilft  he  thanked  the  right      i^jf. 
rarable  gentleman  for  his  full  explanation  of  the  prin-    Powys. 
»  of  his  fyftem,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  condemn  it  as  un- 
ratntably  novel,  incongruous,  and  unconftitutional.     He 
ared  he  wifhed  to  introduce  fpecific  amendments  of  a 
e  contrary  nature  to  thofe  propofed,   to  controvert  fuch 
licfous  propofitions.     He  trufled  that  the  Houfe  would 
ft  them  in  tota*     He  wiflied  to  fupport  the  honour,  the 
lity,  and  the  loyalty  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
ch  were  grofly  infulted  by  an  attempt  made  to  fuperfeile 
rights  ot  Parliament,  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a 
knied  and  garbled  junto.     Mr.  Powys  faid  he  had  viewel 
e  of  the  claufes  with  greater  furprize  than  this.     Tlie 
rt  honourable  gentleman  had  declared  that  His  Majefiy, 
lie  his  incapacity  exifts,  coald  do  no  one  Royal  a<5t ;  but 
claufe  provided  for  the  exercifc  of  fuch  aft,  when  His 
jefty  ihould  be  fuppofed  not  to  be  incapable.    The  right 
lOurable  gentleman  had  ftated  the  great  certainty  of  the 
»on£ibiUty  of  the  Queen's  council ;  but  how  wtrre  they 
>on{ible !   They  were  to  be  made  openly  refponfible   for 
taS,  of  which  they  could  not  diftinguifh  the  muives. 
vas  flated  in  the  claufe,  that  the  moment  it  was  made  ap- 
r  to  the  Queen,  that  His  Mjijefty  was  recovered,  flie  was 
do  fo  and  fo ;  but  how  was  it  to  be  made  appear  ?  The 
bt  honourable  gentleman  had  fliewn  great  fufpicion  in  this 
e,  not  of  one,  but  of  all  the  three  branches  of  the  Le- 
lature.     Was  there,  in  faft,  a  fufpicion  of  any  one  branch 
the  Legiflature?    If  fo,  there  fliould  be  a  fufpicion  of 
;  ohers.     But  he  found  there  was  an  intention  to  treat 
J  Legiflature,    as  the  right  honourable    gentleman    had 
ated  that  Houfe.     Parliament  had  not  gone  on  fuppolition 
the  point  of  His  Majefty's  incapacity,   but  had  proceeded 
the  moft  folemn  manner  to  the  inveftigation  of  that  fiid^, 
J  in  the  fame  manner,  he  contended,  tliey  ought  to  pro- 
5d    to  the   important    point  of   His   Majefly's   recovery. 
hen  His  Majefty  fhould  awake  from  that  flumbsr  i[)  which 
then  lay,  and  Aiould  enquire  into  the  tranfj£tions  which 

had 
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ixad  pafTed,  and  a(k  by  what  authority  be  had  been  faper* 
feded  in  the  ezercife  of  his  own  fiinftions,  he  would  be  toldi 
<<  this  was  the  a£t  of  your  faithful  Commons."    He  would 
hear  that  by  them  he  had  been  condemned  to  fuperceffioDf 
by  them  he  had  .been  fubje£led  to  reftri£lion.     Wheil  Hit 
Majefty  fliould  afk,  have  my  fons,  my  brothers  been  near 
me?  The  anfwer  would  be,  no,  Sir;  Parliament  has  taken 
care  that  your  fons  and  brothers  fliould  have  nothing  to  da 
with  you.      When  he  fhould  alk,  have  my  other  great 
officers  had  the  care  of  me  ?  The  anfwer  muft  be,  no,  Sir ; 
they  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  you.     You  owe  it  td 
four  perfonS)    John  Moore,  commonly  called  Lord  Arch- 
bifliop   of  Canterbury;    William    Markham,    commoni/ 
called  Lord  Archbiihop  of  York ;  Edward  Lord  Thurlow^ 
and  Lloyd,  Lord  Kenyon.     Did  not  jthis  conduct:  tend  to 
poifon  the  Royal  mind,  and  make  His  Majefty  think  that 
thofe  four  individuals  were  the  pillars  of  his  throne  ? 

Within  thefe  two  years,  the  Houfe  had  feen  a  variety  of 
extraordinary  things.  Gentlemen  had  feen  the  executive 
power  ufed  to  degrade  and difgracethe  Houfe;  they. had  feen 
the  Lords  and  Commons  made  the  inftruments  of  mutilating 
the  executive  power ;  and  that  Houfe  wa^  now  called  upoa 
to  be  the  inftrument  of  its  own  humiliation,  atid  to  declare 
itfelf  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  the  re-inftatement  of  theif  • 
Sovereign.  He  hoped  gentlemen  were  not  fo  loft  to  a  fenfc 
of  their  own  honour,  as  to  fubfcribe  to  fuch  a  difgraceful 
dodtrine,  and  fo  bafely  degrade  thtmfelves,  as  they  were 
called  upon  to  do  by  the  claufe  now  offered  to  their  attention* 
He  meant  to  propofe  feveral  amendments,  and  to  fupport  th^ 
amendment  of  an  honourable  friend  of  his  behind  hiin,  which 
he  had  ieen  and  approved.  For  the  prefent^  he  entered  hii 
proteft  to  the  whole  fyftem,  as  militating,  to  a  violent  ex- 
cefs,  againft  the  pureft  and  moft  facred  principles  of  the  Con* 
ftitution. 

Mf.  Vyner  fupported  the  argument  of  Mr.  Powys. 
Sir  Rich,  Sir  Richard  Sutton  expreffed  his  aftonfliment,  that  thofe 
Sutton,  who,  fome  time  fince,  contended  againft  the  rights  of  Par- 
liament to  lay  any  rfflridlions  on  the  Regent,  fliould  now 
come  forward  to  reftridl  their  lawful  Sovereign.  His  Ma- 
jefty*s  claim  was  irrefiftible;  the  inftant  he  recovered,  fo  ai 
to  be  able  to  refume  his  Government,  their  authority  fell  to 
the  ground,  and  there  was  an  end  to  the  Regency.  Sir 
Rich-ird  condemned  the  idea  of  the  two  Houfes  going  into 
an  examination  of  the  capacity  of  His  Majefty,  upon  liis  re^ 
covery,  which  he  confidered  as  highly  injurious  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  rights ;  and  he  argued  that  it  bore  no  parallel  with  the 
ncceffityofa  parliamentary  examination  to  prove  the  inca- 
pacity; the  King  not  mealu^  lus  Parliament  in  perfon^  ot 
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^ cofmmiffiony  and  a  flop  thence  exifting  to  all  executive 
nty  k  lAraAl'  neceflary  that  the  infirmity  flinuld  be  proved, 
ID  ihrw  tie  right  of  the  two  Houfes  to  provide  for  the  exer- 
iSt  of  tto  Royal  authority  ;  but,  when  His  Majefty  was  re- 
kntd,  fhould  they  have  an  examination  in  Parliament,  to 
know  whether  they  would  admit  him  to  exercife  his  undoubt- 
ed right  ?  On  His  Majefty's  recovery,  he  would  recover  his 
tight)  and  Parliament  would  have  no  power  to  confidtr  of 
neanB  for  ihe  exercife  of  the  executive  authority. 

Mr.  Francis  hidy  that  among  all  the  novelties  which  had  Mr. 
(fbcUrred,  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs,  fome  of  them  alarm-  Francis. 
fl[^*and  all  of  them  furprillng,  nothing  had  aftonifhed  him 
tfin,  than  that  he  fliould  now,  he  believed  for  the  firft 
ttM>  not  have  been  aMe  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the 
Ch?ncellor  ot  the  Exchequer.  Although  he  did  not  often 
aflent  to  the  opinions,  and  was  feidom  convinced  by  the  ar- 
pnnents^  of  that  rigljt  h^^Hiournble  gentleman,  he  generally, 
if  not  always,  perfectly  urderftood  him;  for,  few  men,  lie 
confefledy  had  a  clearer  way  of  ftating  their  meaning  upon 
JWy  fubjefl,  or  making  their  ideas  intelligible  to  thofe  who 
heard  them  :  but,  on  the  irefent  occafjon,  though  he  had 
Gflened  to  him  with  rhe  ..rmol'i:  attei  tion,  he  was  utterly  un- 
able to  conceive  whnt  he  Mieant.  Vvhereas  the  queftion  be- 
fcrethe  Committee  regarded  the  mode  of  eftablifhing,  by 
fttiEcicnt  evidence,  the  truth  of  a  moft  important  faft,  the 
certainty  of  His  Majefly's  recovery,  the  right  honouraMa 
gentleman  had  notfaid  ono  word  aUcJt  fa(^  or  evidence,  but 
hid  rung  the  changes  a  dozen  limes  over,  upon  the  words 
channel,  and  the  claiine!  of  information,  without  any  ap- 
jKirent  application  to  the  fubjed^  and  in  a  v;ay  which  con- 
veyed no  diftindt  idra  whatever  to  his  mind.  Mr.  Francis 
«dded,  that  he  had  rifen  to  ftate  a  precife  fpccific  queftion 
to  thegentlem:?n  on  the  other  fide,  to  which  he  hoped  fome 
of  them  wo'.ild  condefcend  to  give  a  clear,  dire6\,  and  rational 
anfwer.  To  every  man  who  had  experienced  an  opportunity 
of  remarking  perfons  afflifled  with  a  diforder  of  the  mind, 
it  was  a  truth  which  could  admit  of  no  difpute,  that  to  af- 
certain  thei^fadl  of  tlie  exiftence  of  the  diforder  was  one  of 
the  cafjeft  operations,  on  which  the  human  jiulgement  or 
obfervation  could  be  employed.  But,  to  afcertain  thefa(^  of 
a  real  recovery,  was  one  of  the  moft  diflicult  po'nts  of  in- 
quiry, as  well  as  tbe  moft:  doubtful  in  the  refult,  which 
could  be  propofed  to  human  fagacity.  A  view  of  the  per- 
fon,  or  aconverfation  of  a  few  minutes,  might  be  fufficient 
to  put  the  firft  out  of  all  doubt ;  whereas,  to  afcertain  the 
fecond,  would  require  long,  minute,  and  attentive  obfer- 
vation, a  variety  oftefts,  and  a  continued  experience;  and, 
even  with  all  thefe  precautions,  the  inveftigation  might  pof- 
VoL.  XXV.  3  M  fiblY 
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fibly  end  m  finding  a  falfe  faft.     The  party  might  deceive 
himfelf,  and  perfuade  others  to  abet  him    in  the  deception. 
Dn  this  unqueftionablc  truth,  Mr.  Francis  faid,  he  fpunded 
his  queftion ;    and  this  queftion  was,  Since   you  have  ad- 
mitted that   the  interpofition   and  cognizance  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  was  neceflary  toafcertain  andeftabliih 
the  faft  of  the  King's  incapacity,  that  is,  to  perform  an  ad 
of  no  difficulty  whatever,  on  what  rational  ground  of  dillinc* 
tion  do  you  now  affert,  that  the  interpofition  and  cognizance 
of  the  fa-me  judgement  is  not  neceflary  to  eftablifli  andafcer-  ^ 
tain  the  facl  of  his  recovery,  an  operation  in  which,  of  all 
others,  our  obfervation,   and  even  our  experience,  is  moft 
liable  to  be  deceived  ?  and  if  you  thought  that  the  authority 
of  Parliament  was  neceflary  to  warrant  the  firftfadl,  to  tlit 
fatisfaftion  of  the  whole  kingdom,  why  do  yo\i  think  it  un- 
neceflary  to  warrant  the  fecond  fa6l,  by  the  fame  authority?  , 
Why  do  you  refer  this  queftion  to  the  decifionof  an  inferior  \ 
tribunal  ? 
•    i^r^  Mr.  Marjiam  hidy  that   he  could  not  avoid   remarking  '} 

Marfliam.  that  the  declaration  of  the  honourable  Baronet  (SirRicbara    - 
Sutton)  that  his  honourable  friend  had  refifted  the  rights  of  j 
Parliament,  and  now  was  going  to  make   unpeceflary  and    j 
unjuft  claims  for  Parliament,  appeared  to  him  in  the  light    1 
of  moft  extraordinary   language.      Mr.  Marfham  obje^ed    j 
particularly  to, that  part  of  the  claufe,  enabling  His  Majefty    j 
to  call  in  what  Privy  Counfellors  he  thought  proper,  to  de- 
cide upon  the  queftion  of  His  Majefty*s  ability  to  refumc 
his  Government.     He  had  two  claufes  which  he  meant  to 
fubmit  to   the  Houfe,  inftead  of  the  one  propofed  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.     They  were  to  provide,  that, 
on  the  notification  by  the  Queen  01  His  Maj^fty's  recovery, 
Parliament  (hould,   if  fitting,  in   not   lefs  than  four  days, 
nor  more  than  fix,  after  fuch  notification,  order   His  Ma- 
jefty's  phyficians  to  attend  at  the  bar,  and  to  have  this  fingic 
queftion  put  to  each  of  them  :  Whether  His    Majefty  was 
capable  of  refuming  the  reins   of  Government  ?  If  the  an- 
fwers  were  given  in  the  affirmative,  the  Houfes  fliould  go 
up  with  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  praying  him   to  refurae 
the  reins  of  Government ;    and,    on  fuch  an  occafiorti  ^® 
was  confident  that  the  whole  nation  would  go  up  with  one 
voice,  congnitulating  each  other  on  the  happy  return, of 
their  Sovereign.     This  mode,  he  conceived,  would  prove  far 
more  fatisfac\ory  to  the  People  of  England,  than  the  one 
of  the  Privy  Council  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman.    Mr.  Marfiiam  hero  read  the  two  claufes  which  he 
meant  to  propofe;    tlie  firft  of  which   was  in  fubftance  as 
above  ftated  ;  and  the  fecond  gave  the  power  to  the  Kegent, 
and  t&  phyficianSj  to  lure  free  accefs  to  fee  His  Majefty  af- 
ter 
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ter  the  notification  of  his  recovery.  He  concluded  by  ob* 
ferving,  that  if  his  claufes  were  rejefled,  the  Houfe  would 
give  a  deliberate  opinion  to  certain  counfellors  of  their 
own  appointment,  which  they  would  not  truft  themfelves 
with. 

Mr.  Bouverie  was  forry   to  differ  from    his  honourable       Mr 
friend,     but    he    faw    no     principle  in    his    claufes,  that  Bouve 
was  coixe£t   and  conftitutiohal,    or    that  did  not  go  too 
&r. 

"   Qolonel  PA///>5  argued  in  favour  of  the- propriety  of  the    Coloi 
'ttianitnation  which  had  taken  place  in  the  firft  inftance,  to    Phipi 
'  iroye  the  malady,  and  reprobated,  what  he  termed  the  im- 
^priety  and  indecency  of  taking  a  parliamentary  exami- 
liation  of  His  Majefty,  vpon  his  recovery.     He  afferted  the 
right  of  the  King  to  refume  his  government  the  moment  his 
infirmity  ceafed  to  exift.     He  wi(hed  the  refumption   to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  moft  eafy,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in 
the  moft  refponfible  manner,  and  for  that  reafon  he  objected 
io  the  interference  of  Parliament,  who,  not  being  a  refponfi- 
ble body,  were  improper  fo  to  a£l.     He  wifhed  that  they  might 
keep  within  their  own  bounds  and  look  after  the  refponfibility 
of  others  ;  he  wifhed  them  not  to  drag  their  Sovereign  to  their 
bar,  to  be  examined  as  to  his  recovery,  but  to  be  convinced 
by  thofe  who  had  feen  tlie  progrefs  of  his  recovery.     He  faw, 
the  King  was  mending;  Dr.  Warren,  he  obferved,  had  figned 
his  name  that  His  Majefly  was  better.     Dr.  Warren,   Ad 
the  reft  of  the  phyficians,  and  not  the  Houfe,  would  fee  the 
progrefs  of  his  recovery.     The  Colonel  having  obferved  tliat 
an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  had  laid,  the  King 
on  his  recovery  would  afk,  have  my  Parliamont  given  me 
this  power  r  My  dear  children  ;  my  brothers  ?  Colonel  Phipps 
added,  that  the   Parliament  gave  him  the  power  at  the  time 
of  tJie  Revolution.     He  declared,  that  he  wifhed  them  not  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  part  of  a  Republic,  and  when  they 
thought  proper,  piefent  n  Crown,  but  to  a£l  as  a  Parliament 
belonging    to   a    Im-o  conuitutioh,    wliicli  prcfKled  over  it, 
and  for  the  principles  of  which  they  were  accountable. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  in  anfwer  to  the  obfervations  Mr.  Si 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  it  was  fufficient  ridan. 
to  fay,  that  no  perfon  difputcd  the  indubitable  right  of  the 
King  to  refume  his  government,  when  recovered.  'I'he  real 
queftion  was,  the  fadl  of  His  Majefly's  being  reflored,  and 
capable  of  refuming  the  government,  and  the  manner  in 
which  that  fhould  be  afcertained,>ind  the  refumption  of  his 
powers  made.  After  pafli ng  that  bill,  tlie  real  quefiion 
would  fland,  that  His  Majefty  had  no  right,  though  His 
Majefty  would  have  an  unqueftionable  light,  on  his  recovery. 
But,  what  were  the  proper  means  to  afceirain  that  recovery  ? 
3  M  z  Kv 
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By  the  mode  propofed  for  His  Majeily's  refumption  of  his 
government,  it  was  to  be  under  certain  terms  and  conditions^ 
Who  then  were  to  be  the  judges  of  thofe  conditions ;  who  fo 
proper  as  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  ?  No  perfon  doubted 
the  propriety  of  their  going  into  an  examination,  to  prove  thq 
incapacity  ;  it  was  their  duty  to  do  fo,  and  it  was  equally 
their  du^y  to  take  care  to  provide  againft  any  a£l:  of  Hit 
Majefty,  until  his  capability  was  known.  By  the  prefent 
claufe,  they  were  about  to  delegate  the  trull  which  belonged 
to  themfelves,  and  to  others,  and  thereby  depart  from  the 
duty  which  they  owed  their  country,  and  degrade  themfelvef 
by  acknowledging,  that  thofe  eight  counfellors  of  Her  Majeft| 
were  more  trull-worthy  than  Parliament.  After  reprobatinf^ 
the  powers  of  the  claufe  given  for  the  refumption  of  th^ 
government  as '  dangerous,  Mr.  Sheridan  fumraed  up  his 
arguments,  by  declaring  that  the  Houfe  were  upon  the  verge 
of  delegating  their  authority  into  mofl  fufpicious  hands  ;  inta 
hands,  by  no  means  proved  to  be  fitter  for  thq  truil,  than 
the  Parliament ;  they  were  about  to  fall  into  the  error,  which 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  to  guard  againft,  and  to  fuficr 
the  Ke^'gent  to  have  the  power  over  the  perfon  of  the  King^ 
in  many  cafes,  but,  in  particular,  on  the  death  of  the  Queen; 
they  were  putting  themfelves  into  fuch  a  fituation,  that,  the  i 
'  firll  notice  they  might  have  of  Flis  Majefly's  recovery,  might  .; 
be  by  a  cliirolution  of  the  Parliament ;  the  fecond  llep  His 
Majefty  might  take,  might  be,  under  his  fign  manual,  to 
appciiit  a  new  Regency,  by  Lords  Juftices,  or  otherwife ;  and 
thus,  when  Parliament  fhould  again  affemble,  they  might 
meer,  not  His  Majeily,  who  might  be  relapfed,  but  his 
ccminiliion,  without  ever  having  any  proof  laid  before  theoOi 
of  tlie  re-eftablifhment  of  his  health. 
Mr.  Mr.  Dundas  remarked,  that  he  could  not  avoid   acknow* 

DuiiJas,  ledging,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had 
llated  the  real  queftion,  and  argued  very  fairly,  though  he 
had  contradi£led  by  his  pradlice  what  he  had  declared,  that 
it  was  neceflary  to  examine  into  the  incapacity  of  Hi^ 
Majefty,  Cnce,  out  of  that  incapacity  arofe  their  right  to 
delegate  the  Royal  authority.  On  His  Majefty's  recovery^ 
they  would  have  no  fuch  right ;  the  right  ojf  exercifing  the. 
Royal  authority  attaching  itfelf  to  the  King,  in  the  moment 
of  nis  recovery.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentlemani 
(Mr.  Marlham)  that,  on  the  happy  and  joyous  day  of  Hi^ 
Majefty's  recovery,  there  could  be  but  one  fentiment,  one 
united  efFufion  of  gladnefs  throughout  the  empire.  He  alfo 
agreed,  that  it  would  become  the  Houfe  to  congratulate  His 
Majefty,  en  his  refumption  of  the  government  ;  hut,  he 
could   noc  a^ree  with  the  honourable  gentleman,   that  His 

Majefly 
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Majefty  fhould  be  retarded  from  his  right  of  governiag,  until 
jthey  had  addxeffi>d  him  to  take  the  reins  of  government. 
The  propofition  of  his  right  honourable  friend  was,  to  enable 
His  Majefiy  to  come  down  and  meet  his  Parliament^  on  his 
lecovery,  in  his  own  right  as  Sovereign.     The  other  propo- 
iition    was,  to  humble  him  to  the  character  of  a  fupplicant 
ferhis  Throne,  feeing  his  authority  exercifed  by  another,  in 
the  perfon  of  his  Regent,     The  fyftem  propofed  by  his  right 
honourable  friend  went  as  near  as  pofllhle  to  the  ilraight  line 
,  of  the  conftitution,  guarding  the  fafe  return  of  His  Majefty 
to  his  Throne  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  right  to  afiume  his 
pvemment  was  fo  carefully  hemmed  in  by  every  neceffary 
provifion  and  check,  as. to  render  it  impoilible  that  a  relump- 
tion  fhould  take  place,  in  any  way  injurious  or  dangerous  to 
the  country.     Gentlemen  might  talk  as  they  chofe,  about  the 
coDncil  appointed  for  Her  Majelly  ;  but,  he  would  afk  them 
individually,  whether,  in  their  own  confcieme^?  they  believed 
that  thofe  great  and  refpeftable   perfons  would   ftate  His 
Majeftys  recovery,  in  a  public  record,  when  they  were  con- 
vinced that  fuch  a  ts^covery  did  not  exift  ?  He  was  convinced 
by  his  own  feelings,  what  the  opinion  of  every  impartial  man 
inaft  be,  and  what  would  be  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
Public  at  large ;  it  would  be,  that  they  were  not  capable  of 
Aating  on  record,  whnt  they  were  not  convinced  to  be  true. 
The  claufe  gave  that  council  the  power  of  being  in  the  daily 
obfervation  of  every  particular  of  recovery ;  they  had  the 
power  of  examining  the  phyficians,  and  every  opportunity  of 
being  competent  judges  of  His  Majefty's  fituation.     It  was 
true,  that  when  Her  Majelly  thought  the  King  recovered,  (he 
Was  to  notify  that  happy  circumftande ;  but,  the  could  not 
do  it  alone ;  the  Houfe  had  placed  on  Her  Njajefty  a  check 
of  eight  counfellors  for  advice,  without  a  majoriry  of  whom 
concurring  in  opinion  with  Her  Majefty,  ftie  could  not  notify 
fuch  recovery  ;  and  fuch  a  check  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  fuffi- 
cient  furety  to  the  Houfe  and  the  country,  that  no  premature 
refumption  would  take  place.     Her  Majefty's  counfellors 
were  men  of  ftrong  judgement,  and  of  great  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  their  Sovereign,  and  would  not,  by  premature 
judgement  fubjeft  Her  Majefty  and  the  People  to  the  pangs 
of  ha  zing  their  King  brought  forward  in  a  ftate  incompetent 
to  the  exercife  of  his  Royal  funSions.     The   Houfe  would 
aft  wifely  in   adopting  the  prefent  mode  propofed  for  His 
Majefty's  return  to  his  government ;  it  was  not  left  to  His 
Majefty's  own  judgement  to  give  the   notification  of  his 
recovery,    but  to   the  Queen,  and    the  majority     of    her 
council;  and  before  the  recovery  could  be  declared  to  the 
empire,  the  Privy  Council  muft  concur  with  Her  Majefty, 
and  counterfjgn  the  proclamation  :  there  was  an  additional 

check 
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check  even  to  thefc,  and  which  he  did  not  confider  the  leaft'  - 
it  was  the  opportOnity  given  to  His  Majefty  to  exercife  his 
philofophy  and  his  religion,  in  revolving  in  his  mind  his  fitu-' 
ation  before  he  gave  his  proclamation,  and  came  forth  to  hil 
afflicced  People,  faying,  "  I  am  your  King  again."  It  had 
been  nfked,  what  refponfibility  attached  to  the  advifersof  Her 
Majefty,  or  to  thofe  who  counterfigned  the  proclamation  ?  He 
anfwered,  the  fame  refponfibility  that  attached  to  any  Privy  ^ 
Counfellor,  for  advice  given  to  the  Monarch.  Would  any  !| 
man  of  fuch  a  defcription  as  thofe  eight  perfons  who  formed 
Her  Majefty's  Council  chufe  lightly  or  wantonly  to  take  fuch 
a  truft,  or  was  it  probable  that  they  would  abufe  it  ?  If  they 
betrayed  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  Parliament,  Parliament 
would  aft  confiftently  in  punifliing  them  ;  it  was,  however, 
unlikely  that  fuch  a  truft  fliould  be  violated,  when  the  faft 
of  His  Majefty's  recovery  was  to  be  given  under  the  fanftioa 
of  the  Queen,  the  Queen's  Council,  of  His  Majefty,  and, 
laftly,  of  the  Privy  Council.  An  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Powys)  had  contended,  that  Parliament  would  bede-. 
graded,  and  that  gentlemen  had  ken  that  Houfe  degraded 
and  difgraced.  He  agreed,  that  it  had  been  degraded  ;  not  by 
the  executive  power,  but  by  themfelves  ;  Infulted  they  were, 
when  perfons  made  claims  in  which  they  were  not  fup- 
ported  by  ihem  who  fent  them  to  Parliament,  by  the  People 
of  England,  to  addrefs  the  Throne  to  protedl  them  from 
their  violence;  and  the  wife  meafure  of  that  day,  which  re- 
turned them  to  their  conftituents,  was  happily  felt  by  the 
return  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  whofe  meafures  had  been 
admired  and  applauded  throughout  the  country.  Mr.  Dun- 
das  charged  Mr.  Powys  with  having  a6led  in  an  unmanly 
way,  by  ftieltering  himfelf  behind  the  previous  queftion, 
when  the  queftion  of  right  was  difcufled.  He  added,  that  he 
never  would  agree  to  any  meafure  which  might  caft  obftacles 
in  the  way  of  His  Majefty's  refuming  his  government. 
Could  it  be  borne,  that  when  His  Majefty  was  recovered, 
his  Regent  fliould  come  down  to  the  Parliament  as  King, 
make  a  fpeech  as  King,  while  their  Soverign  was  to  be  a 
fpeflator  of  the  pomp  and  fhow,  frcm  the  windows  of  Buck- 
ingham Hoilfe  }'  No,  he  would  never  agree  to  fuch  a  conduft, 
and,  he  believed,  the  Houfe  and  Country  would  revolt  at  it. 
He  confidered  the  plain  queftion  before  the  Houfe  to  be, 
whether  the  mode  propofed  was  fufticient  to  eftablifh  the  faft 
of  His  Majefly's  recovery,  whenever  that  fortunate  event 
fliould  occur  r  Ihe  fail  fo  afcertained,  would  be  fufEcient 
to  enable  the  Privy  Council  to  prefent  the  King  to  the  ardent 
expe61ations  of  his  People,  and  if  they  did  it  prematurely, 
they  were  punifliahle  by  Parliament,  Thofe,  therefo-e,  who 
4':£r.(d.wixh  him  m  iWiukvw^  x\^^  \.o^t\^  ^u&c\sat  to  afcer- 
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:mii  the  fadl,  would  not,  he  was  convinced,  fubmit  to  have 
uiy  other  mode  adopted,  which  might  retard  His  Majefty's 
return  to  his  Government,  and  afflidl  him  by  the  fight  of 
another  perfon  aflemMing  liis  Parliament,  and  exercifing  his 
privileges  and  authorities. 

.  Mr,  Pcwys  in  explanation  anfwered,  that  he  fhould  not  Mr. 
befitate  to  confefs,  that  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gen-  Powys. 
tkman  had  argued  the  matter  fairly,  and  brought  the  quellion 
toits  true  point,  upon  which  they  were  at  iiTue.  The  point, 
uliether  His  Majefty,  on  the  recovery  of  his  health,  fliould  re- 
fiufte  his  Government  upon  tlie  authority  of  the  Parliament, 
!  or  nine  of  his  Privy  Council.  The  right  honourable  and  learn- 
'  ed  gentleman,  he  avowed,  had  underllood  him  right,  when,  by 
bis  declaration  that  Parliament  had  been  degraded  and  difgrace  I, 
kunderflood  him  to  allude  totheJiflblution  of  the  lait  Par- 
liament, after  the  promife  given  to  the  Houfe  and  the  Public, 
In  the  name  of  the  right  honourai^Ie  gentleman,  that  he  would 
not  advife  His  Majefty  to  diirolve  the  Parliament,  Mr, 
Powys  faid,  if  he  had  not  underftood  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  to  whofe  declaration  he  alluded,  he  was  forry  for 
It,  he  did  not  wifli  wilfully  to  mifunderftand  him,  but,  if  he 
bad,  he  believed  many  miTunderftood  him  in  the  fame  way 
as  he  did  at  the  time,  1  he  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  ftated,  that  he  took  an  unmanly  part,  on  a 
nrmer  day,  in  fhrinking  from  the  difcuflion  of  the  queftioix 
of  right.  He  did  not  Ihrink  from  it,  but  thought  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  the  right  unnecelTary,  and,  after  giving  his  reafons 
for  being  of  that  opinion,  he  deprecated  the  difcuflion.  With 
regard  to  the  fubfequent  proceedings  upon  the  refolutions, 
he  had  queftioned  the  right  of  Parliament  to  parcel  out  tlie 
power  of  the  Crown,  and  he  had  ftated  doctrines  wliich  lie 
had  found  in  books,  v;hich  he  conceived  to  be  books  of  unde- 
Diable  authority,  and  which  proved  that  fuch  a  diviilon  of  the 
Royal  prerogatives,  and  fuch  a  feparaticn  of  tlie  Regal  power 
from  the  Kingly  office,  v;ere  neither  legal  nor  conftitutional. 
He  hoped  he  did  not  tranfgrefs  order,  but  perhaps  he  did  wh-it 
was  almoft  as  bad,  intrude  upon  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  ; 
he  had  rifcn  merely  to  confine  hinifclf  to  explanation,  but 
might  he  beg  permiflion  to  add  about  fix  fen  fences  more. 
The  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  drawn  thcj 
argument  into  a  fair  point  of  view,  and  had  met  what  they  on 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  no  fcruple  to  avow  to  be  their 
true  meaning  :  that,  as  Parliament  had  thought  it  to  be  th^ir 
duty  to  pronounce  the  incapacity  of  His  Majefty  toexercile 
the  Royal  authority.  Parliament  ought  to  be  enabled  to  en- 
quire into  the  fadl  of  His  Majefty's  recovery,  and  to  declare 
it  previous  to  the  refumption  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the 
Royal  authority.     But  the  right  honourable  and  !;  iirr.ed  gen- 
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begged  that  honourable  gentleman  to  reft  aflured, 
he  meant  to  make  a  charge,  he  would  not  difavow 
believed  that  the  honourable  gentlemali  had  very  corre<iHy 
ftatcd  to  the  Houfe  what  had  pafled  upon  the  occadon  to 
which  he  referred,  and  he  believed  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  meartt  nothing  more,  when  he  made  the  decla- 
ration in  qnellion,  ihan  to  difcharge  the  truft  repofed  in  him 
by  his  right  honourable  friend. 

"  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  felt  too  much  th« 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  of  the  bill  then  acSlually  in  debate, 
to  fay  one  word  more  refpedting  the  declaratibn  alluded  to. 
.  Mr.  Bouverie  having  remariced,  that  the  promife  that  Par- 
liament ihould  net  bediffolved,  and  the  breach  of  that  pro- 
mife were  in  every  man's  mind 

Mr.  Dempjhr,  calling  to  order,  lamented  that  fo  much  ot 
the  time  of  the  Houfe  had  been  wafted  in  difcufling  a  fubjefl 
which  had  no  relation  whatever  to  the  a61ual  ground  of  de- 
bate, and  which  had  happened  at  a  time  when  party  ran  ei-  ^ 
Ceedingly  high  in  that  Houfe,  and  gentlemen's  minds  were 
much  more  divided,  and  their  tempers  much  more  irritabl©- 
than  they  were  at  prefent :  the  lefs,  therefore,  that  was  fail 
about  it,  the  betttr;  for  which  reafon,  he  begged  that  Mr. 
.Witfon  would  real}  the  quefticn  then  before  the  Houfe. 

The  qucftion  was  read  accordingly,  and  the  debate  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Sheridan  coTt\\A\iv\eu\.e(}i  Mr.  Dundas,  declaring,  that 
with  regard  to  the  beginning  of  his  fpecch,  he  never  had  heard 
any  thing  mor.e  able,  mor«  earnefl,  or  more  eloquent;  but 
that^  towards  tlie  end  of  it,  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  got  himfelf  entnngled  in  an  argument  which  dcr 
itroyed  the  principle  of  all  his  former  reafoning.  The  right 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  firft  doubted  whether 
we  had  any  right  to  impofe  reftri£tions  on  His  Majefty's  it* 
affum'ption  of  his  Royal  authority,  and,  he  had  afterwards 
faid,  that  the  bill  had  provided  all  the  neceffary  checks  and 
reftricSions,  thus  contradicting  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man's  aflertions.  The  rig^^*  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  faid,  ought  His  Majefty  to  be  a  fupplicant  to  Pai- 
liamerit,  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  prerogatives  which  of  right 
belonged  to  him  ?  He  would  fay,  that  it  would  be  better  for 
His  Majefty  to  fupplicate  that  Houfe  for  his  crown,  thatt 
either  his  Council  of  eight,  or  his  nine  Privy  Council.  Mr. 
Sheridan  charged  Mr.  Dundas  with  flving  to  the  comraon- 
place  topics  of  pitying  the  King,  and  faying  all  he  felt  for 
him  and  his  fituation.  They  all,  no  doubt,  felt  as  they  ought 
to  da  for  His  Majefty,  but  the^  ought  likewife  to  feel  for  their 
country,  which  was  oi  ec^vi2L\cov\C\deration.  Theright  honour- 
able and  learned  genxltta^oA^  u\^iiviCvc\^  \.q  i^-a&.^v^^Ul  upon 
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tOy  was  not  prefent  in  the  Houfe,  and,  therefore,  he  had  re- 

tommended  an  addrefs  to  tlie  King,  as  a  more  clear  and  ef- 

fedtual  way  of  getting  an  anfvver.     He  was  not  aware,  Mr. 

Bankes  faid,  whether  the  addrefs  had  been  moved  by  the 

right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  [A  general  cry  from  the 

odier  fide,  of  No,  No  !  and  Sir  William  Cunynghame  faid, 

Mr.  Eden.]  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  in 

his  opinion,  dlfcharged  his  truft,   and   Parliament  had   un*^ 

donbtedly  gone  beyond  its  proper  fundlions.  HisMajefty  was 

blown  to  have  changed  his  Miniftry,  and  many  violent  pro- 

'teedings  took  place,  till  at  length  Parliament  wasdiffolved, 

Mr.  Bankes  defcantedon  the  difference  between  a  declaration 

which  the  Houfe  had  adbed  upon,  and  a  declaration  that  had 

;M)t  been  a6led  upon  ;  which  latter,  he  contended,  was  the 

cafe  with  the  declaration  that  he  had  made. 

■    Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Mr.  Powys  rofe  together.     Mr.  Mr.  Pi<r» 
Powys,  however,  fat  down,  declaring  that  he  would  fubmit 
to  the  command  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     Mr* 
Pitt  then  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
do  well  firft  to  fubmit  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  and  next 
^  conform  to  decency,  and  not  wantonly  introduce  charge? 
that  were  malicious  and  unfounded,  refpeSing  matters  which 
had  pajQed  in  that  Houfe  five  years  ago,  and  matters  which 
had  no  relation  whatever  to  the  fubjedl  of  the  debate.    Mn 
Pitt  mentioned  the  extreme  diforder  of  adverting  to  what 
had  pafi[ed  in  another  Parliament,  and  which  had  been  re- 
pcitedly  debated  when  the  fubjedt  was  frelh  in  their  recol- 
leflion.     With  regard  to  the  matter  itfelf,  he  declared,  that 
had  not  his  honourable  friend  thought  it  entitled  to  the  no- 
tice which  he  had  paid  it,  he  would  not  have  made  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  over  the  way  any  anfwer :  he  had  too 
much  regard  for  the  Houfe,  and  for  the  important  fubjedfc 
of  debate  then  before  them,  to  wafte  the  time  of  the  Houfe 
about  it;  and,  as  to  any  imputation  to  be  dreaded  from  it, 
his  charafter,  he  trufted,  was  above  it.     There  had  been  no 
engagement  made  in  his  name,  and  through  his  means ;  and 
if  any  one  afferted  that  there  was,  he  aCerted  a  fadt  deftitute 
of  foundation. 
-  Mr.  Pouys  begged  leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable     Mr. 

gntleman,  that  he  vyas  not  warranted  to  affert  in  that  Powys. 
oufe  what  he  had  imputed  to  his  charge;  and  he  denied 
that  he  had  faid  any  thing  tliat  had  either  a  malevolent  or  a 
malicious  iiuention.  He  did  not,  Mr.  Powys  remarked, 
ftand  on  the  haughty  and  arrogant  ground  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  taken ;  he  did  not  fay  that  his 
charadler  was  above  the  reach  of  calumny  ;  he  would  fay  no- 
thing of  his  charafter,  but  only  appeal  to  the  faft.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  had  talked  of 
'M  charge  and  aq  imputation  being  mad«  agaiwfthvm',  bxxx.^  Vi^ 
Vol.  XXV.  3N  \>^?S?^ 
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Mr  Burke  having  rifen,  and  at  the  fame  time,  feveral 
gentlermen  of  the  oppofite  fide  having  quitted  their  places, 
he  obferved,  that  he  would  begin  fpeaking  as  foon  as  the 
gentlemen  with  orange  capes  had  left  the  Houfe.  He  firft 
took  notice  of  what  had  paffed  refpefting  the  Hagip/hire 
petition ;  when  it  was  faid  that  the  voice  of  their  conftitu- 
ents  fhould  be  that  of  the  court;  when  a  petition,  fpeaking 
the  fentiments  of  a  moft  refpe6lable  body  of  men,  wai 
treated  as  if  it  difgraced  Parliament.  If  the  right  honour- 
able gentlenftn  had  ferit  the  author  of  an  addrefs  which  had 
degraded  Parliament,  to  tell  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  all 
fhe  Courts  on  the  Continent,  that  he  had  degraded  Parlia- 
^jxient;  he  was,  Mr.  Burke  acknowledged,  a  poor,  humble 
follower,  who  gave  his  vote  for  that  addrefe,  arid  was  talked 
pf  as  having  degraded  and  difgraced  Parliament  and  he 
Wondered  not  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  &%• 
firous  to  come  to  a  completion  of  the  whole.  He  had  now 
pear  twenty,  among  his  voters,  of  thofe  who  had  affifted  in 
thus  degrading  and  difgracing  Parliament. 

Mr.  Sumner  declared,  that  the  remarks  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  were  totally  inapplicable  to  the  fubjeft 
urtder  debate ;  and  therefore  he  defired  that  the  Chairman 
would  read  the  queftion. 

_ Mr.  Alderman  IVatfon  faid,. he  thought  it  is  duty  toin- 

WatfoD.  form  the  Conamittee  that  there  was  no  queftion  before  the 

Committee. 
Mr.  Pitt.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid  tlie  queftion  was  to  fill  up  the 
blank  in  the  firft  claufe,  but  that  at  the  defire  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  general,  he  had  fummarily  ftated  the  principles  and 
arguments   on   >yhich  he   refted   the  whole  of  the  regula- 
tion. 
Mr.Burkc      Mr.  Burke  obferved,   that  he  perceived  that  it  was  poffi- 
ble  for  him  to  pufli  the  topic  too  far.     His  meaning  was,  to 
praife  feveral  who  fupported  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man's adminiftration,  but  he  found  that  it  was  diforderly; 
if  he  approved  of  the  Miniller's  friends,  it  was  irregular. 
Order,  he  obferved,  was  an  admirable  thing,  perfefl  in  all 
its   limbs,  only  unfortunately  it  fquinted,  and   wanted  tfee 
aid  of  fome  expert  oculift  to  enable  it  to  fee  ftraight.     He 
took  notice  of  Mr.  Dundas's  fpeech,  declaring  a  part  of  it 
to  h^ve  been  ingenious,  a  part  of  it  dull,  and  a  part  of  it 
replete  with  inve£liye.     The  right  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  wifdom  of  the  regulation  for 
the  return  of  the  King  to  the  exercife  of  his  Royal  autho- 
rity, and  his  triumphant  entry  into  executive  powejr.     It 
would  not,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  be  amifs,  if,  before  they  en- 
Joy  d  the  triumph,  they  ihewed  their  wifdom  by  endeavour- 
j;ig  to  prefcr\e  ih^Evu^u^.    TUe  ridiculous  petition  to 
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which   they  had  juft  adverted,  advifed  them  (o  to  do.     A 
Parliament  was  not  to  be  reforted  to  in  the  event  of  His 
Majefty's  refumption  of  his  power;  ;ind  he  defired  to  know 
whether  they  had  afferted  the  competency  of  Parliament, 
pn  purpofe  to  degrade  and  vilify  it  ?  The  riglit  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  thoujght,  that  to  depofe  His  Majefty** 
government,  it  was  neceflary  to  make  an  ex^imination  of 
jrfiyficians  before  that'Houfe  ;  but  to  give  it  to  him,  it  was 
pot  n«ceflary  for  that  Houfe  to  have  any  examination.     The 
right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  afked,  what  had 
'they  to  fay  of  the  charafters  of  the  oflSceis  of  the  houfe- 
hold  ?  He  had  nothing  to  fay  of  them,  but  that  when  they 
had  accepted  the  trult,  they  were  not  fit  to  hold  it.     He 
plight  adore  the  Duke  of  Montague,    he  might  worfliip 
the  Earl  of  Salifbury:  he  knew  thofe;  but  he  would  not 
lay  that  others,  as  great  as  they,  would  not  do  in  their  pla- 
ces.    The  houfe  had  no  fecurity  at  all  for  the  due  perfor- 
mance of  that  important  aft,  which  was  to  pafs  through 
the  bands  of  the  King's   Council,     The  right  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  had  faid,  would  you  have  the  King  a 
fupplicant  to  Parliament?  Yes,  he  thought  Parliament  the 
proper  judge  of  Kings,  and  that  it  was  for  their  honour 
,    that  they  fliould  be  lo.     When  he  went  to  war  with  fo- 
reign powers,  he  wiflicd  the  King  to  be  a  fupplicant  to  Par- 
'  Jiiament :  when  he  entered  itito  fubfidiary  treaties,  he  wilhed 
■  him  to  be  a  fupplicant ;  but  he  did  not  wilh  liim  to  be  a  fup* 
pliant  to  his  own  menial  fervants,  thof^  wlio  eat  his  bread 
and  received  his  wages.     If  an  examination  of  His  Maje- 
sty's phyficians,  when  his  incapacity  was  declared,  if  that 
were  degradation,  why  did  they  make  it  a  nccelfary  pro- 
ceeding }  The  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  faid, 
if  the  King  is  well,  he  fliall  come  and  claim.     Why  then 
did  he  not  ?  Oh  no,  he  muft  have  refiraiiit,  but  it  (hould 
be  any  reftraint  but  that  of  Parliament.     Mr.  Knrke  rea- 
foned  on  the  neceflary  fteps  to  be  taken  preliminary  to  Hit 
Majefty's  being  fufFered  to  refume  his  authority  ;  the  firll 
thing  to  be  learnl,  he  faid,   was,  that  thefanity  ihoiild  not 
be  doubtful.      It  would  prove  fliockingly  reprehenfihle  to 
produce  the  pcrfon  of  a  monarch,  in  fuch  weaknefs  as  might 
fender  him  the  tool  of  a  fatflion,  who  fliouId  make  him  do 
what  he  could  not  undo.     Had  they  forgotten  the  cafe  of 
Charles  the  Sixth  of  France,  who  delivered  all  his  power 
over    to    the  hands   of   a    fadlion    which    ruined    France? 
Charles  the  Sixth,  previous  to  his  vifitation  by  that  dreadful 
calamity,  was  as  enterprifing  as  any  Monarch  that  ever  fat 
on  the  throne  of  France,  and  juft  before  it  pleafed  Heaven 
.   to  afflidl  him,  the  French  had  talked  of  invading  England; 
\>\xt  after  that  period^  th^  Englifli  invaded  France;  we  went 
■■'*'  '  •  '  into 
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into  the  heart  of  the  country  and  Jtore  the  prpwn  from  %hp 
brow  of  its  Monarch.    Mr.  Burke  advifed  lil\e  perufal  of 
the  hiftory  of  foreign  Jftates,  a  fund  of  knowledge,  infinitely 
more  ferviceable  than  birth-dfjy  odes  or  add];eflfes.    The  dif- 
prder  with  which  the  Sovereign  w^t's  afBifled,  was  like  a  va.ft 
/ea  which  rolled  in,  and  at  a  low  tide  rolled  back,  and  left 
j^  bold  and  barren  fhore.     Mr.  Burjce  faid,  be  had  taken 
jtjii.ns  to  make  himfelf  n;iafter  of  the  fubjefl,  he  had  turned 
b.v^  every  book  upoii  it,  and  had  vifited.the  dreadful  man- 
Jip.ns^  where  thofe  unfortunate  beings  were  confined.     At 
one  of  them,  the  capital  Hofpital  for  (uch  perfons,  he  fa\Jr 
the  gpodnefs  of  tl>e  proirifions,  the  cleannefs  of  the  houfey 
the  difcipline  throughout,  and  the  wonderful  order;  in  coii- 
feqi^enc^  of  which  fo  many  jyerfons  were  governed  by  a  few. 
An  autljior  of  great  authority  having  mentioned  the  uncer- 
tainty ^f  the  I'ymptoms  of  ianity,  had  declared,  that  afteir 
haying  been  kept  a  month,  and  the  rule  was,  he  faid,  at  ;ill 
the  boufe$  he  had  vifited,  though  anxious  to  difcharge  thd 
|)atie^ts  fpeedily,  as  they  all  were  to  keep  them  a  month 
after  their  recovery  before   they  turned  them  out  of  tl^ 
houfe,  they  would  fomelimes  dread  the  day  of  their  depar- 
ture, and  relapfe  on  the  very  laft  day,  and  the  confequences 
"which  had   followed,    were  of  the  moft  fatal  kind.     Mr. 
Burke  read  an  extrad  from  the  volume  to  which  he  alluded, 
which  ftated,    that  fome  of  thefe  unfortunate  individuals 
after  a  fuppofed  recovery,  had  committed  parricides,  other! 
had  butchered  their  fons,  others  had  done  violence  to  them- 
felves  by  hanging,  iliooting,  drowning,  throwing  themfelves 
out  of  window,  and  by  a  variety  of  other  ways. 

When  Mr.  Burke  read  the  exti:a6^,  there  was  a  cry  of  Oh! 
Oh  !  and  one  gentleman  called  Order  ! 

SirRich.      Sh'  Richard  i//7/ faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  fpeak  to  older, 
HilU      but  to  apologize  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     Sir 
Richard  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.Grey.  Mr.  Greyy  who  faid  that  he  wifhed  that  gentlemen  would 
not  rife  to  order,  without  being  able  to  prove  that  any  word 
which  was  diforderly  had  been  fpoken. 

Mr.Burke  Mr.  Burke  rofe  again,  and  faid,  that  he  who  had  as  loW  an 
pnderftanding  as  any  man,  would  wifli  to  make  amends  by 
induflry  and  application,  from  which  alone,  ufeful  knowledge 
yras  to  be  acquired.  He  declared,  that  he  wiflied  to  preferve 
the  utnioft  delicacy^  but  delicacy,  though  a  being  or  perfeft 
fymmetry  and  order,  was  only  a  fublidiary  virtue,  and  ought 
always  to  give  way  to  truth,  where  the  cafe  was  fuch,  dial 
the  truth  was  infinitely  of  more  confequence  than  the  deli- 
cacy. Mr.  Burke  reafoned  on  this  idea,  and  inftanced  a  va- 
riv.ty  of  cafes,  where  great  delicacy  was  prima  facia  due,  and 
,yet  it  was  uniformly  abandoned.  Among  others,  all  cafes  of 
3  \Un(s[% 
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iStxiefi  in  the  fair  fex,  who  were,  he  faid,  even  delicacy  itfelf ; 
iihd  yet  there  occurred  with  them  a  V2(riety  of  occafions, 
^l&'ere  delicacy  wirs  obliged  to  be  facrificed ;  he  mentioned 
child-birth,  and  efpecially  when  the  child  was  the  heir  of  a 
kingdom ;  in  that  cafe,  for  the  fake  of  tlie  fucceiTion,  there 
^as  ftill  more  difregard  to  delicacy,  than  in  other  inftances. 
He  alfo  adverted  to  the  proceedings  in  the  two  Houfes,  uponf 
divorce  bills,  proceedings  in  the  ecclefiaftical  cOUfts,  trials  fot 
rapes,  and  other  meafures. 

In  Naples,  they  piiblilhed  every  circumftance  relative  to^ 
loch  maladies  as  His  Majefty  laboured  under,  betsaUg 
tte  feelings  of  the  world  fuperfeded  delicacy.  Had  he  not, 
&e  faid.  Teen  London  almofl  burnt  to  the  ground  through 
in  idle  and  over  fcrupulous  regard  to  delicacy  ?  Mr.  Burke: 
obferred,  that  he  had  read  enough  to  give  the  Com- 
mitte*  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  of  an  uncertain  cure,  arguing 
from  the  great  difafters  which  had  followed  in  private  life,- 
that  it  was  the  more  neceffary  to  take  care  tliat  a  fane  Sove- 
leign  was  put  in  the  pofTeffion  of  Government.  He  drew  a 
(Haure  of  the  King's  fuppofed  return,  which  he  defcribed  a$ 
910ft  happy,  if  really  curjd,'but  as  horrible  in  the  extreme^ 
^its  confequencts,  if  a  fuJden  relapfe  took  place. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  talked  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  receiving  Sir  Ri 
fupport  from  one  whofeown  conftitution  required  aid.  He  Hill, 
jnentioned  Mr.  Burke's  having  gone  to  the  feveral  receptacle* 
for  infane  patient?,  and  faid,  when  he  went  again,  he  did  not 
(now  how  long  he  would  ftay  there.  The  right  houourabli 
|;ent{eman,  he  faid,  ftood  in  no  need  of  tartar  pills,  or  creani 
of  tartar;  though  pt^rhaps  a  little  phyfic  would  do  him  no 
harm. 

Sir  Charles  Gould  declared,  that  he  approved  of  the  regula-  §'„.  d^,, 
tion,  as  he  thought  it  favourable  to  the  circumftance  of  His    Gould. 
^ajefty's  being  reftored  to  his  Government  on  his  recovery, 
^r  Charles  moved  a  ftiort  amendment. 

Mr.  Powys  moved  feveral  amendments. 

Mr.  Sherid.tn  obferved,  that  as  the  bill  ftood.  His  MajeftyV  Mr.» 
recovery  would  not  come  before  Parliament  at  all,  even  if  it  Shcrkian 
were  fitting.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  what  he  had  fpoken 
before,  when  he  adverted  to  the  poffible  cafe  of  HisMajefty's 
recovery,  and  the  very  firft  adt  of  his  executive  government 
being  a  diflblution  of  the  Parliament.  He  put  the  cafe  alfo 
of  the  King's  being  recovered  to  a  degree,  and  fubftituting  a 
new  form  of  government  without  Parliament.  He  ftated 
likewife,  that  His  Majefty  might  recover,  and  might  notr 
chufe  to  appear  in  public,  but  might  nominate  other  perfons 
as  Cujlodes  Regni,  to  carry  on  the  Government  for  him.  Mr. 
Sheridan  moved  an  amendment,  which  he  explained  to  be 
introdudtory  to  flill  fartlier amendment,  meant  to  hep ropofed 
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afterwards,  with  a  view  to  procure  the  objedl-  aimed  at,  as 
thofe  who  thought,  as  he  did,  that  Parliament  ought  to  be 
the  medium  of  reftoring  the  Government  to  the  King,  on  his 
recovery. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  amendment  tended  to  oblige  the  Privy 
Council  to  take  care  that  the  inftrument,  fliating  His  Majefty 
to  be  recovered,  which  was  to  be  fent  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  and  inferted  in  the  London  Gazette,  be  previoufly 
laid  before  Parliament. 
Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  objefted  to  the  amendment,  denying 
that  His  Majefty  could  delegate  his  authority,  while  he  re- 
mained within  the  realm.  There  were  no  powers  in  the  h^ 
of  the  country,  by  which  the  King  could  appoint  a  perfon  to 
the  Royal  authority  ;  and,  as  to  the  idea  that  His  Majefty 
might  recover,  and  the  very  firft  aft  of  his  government  would 
be,  to  diflblve  the  Parliament,  it  was  a  notion  too  wild  and 
Extravagant  for  any  man  ferioufly  to  entertain. 
Attorney  *  The  Attorney  General  ohferved,  that  he  did  not  conceive 
General,  j^  poffible  that  any  Member  would  venture  to  alarm  tb« 
Houfe  with  the  idea,  that  His  Majefty,  on  his  recovery, 
could  make  a  Cujios  Regnl  or  Cujlodes  Regni,  which  of  late 

J  ears  had  been  known  by  the  more  familiar  names  of  Lords 
uftices,  in  which  cafe  every  aft  is  done  by  the  King  in  his 
own  perfon.  He  had  on  a  former  day  explained,  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  was,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  a  Cu/los 
Regnl ;  but,  if  the  King  was  to  fet  his  foot  in  that  kingdom^ 
the  Lieutenant's  power  would  ftop  inftantly,  and  his  patent 
be  void.  No  point  could  be  piore  clear,  than  that  the  King 
had  not  the  power  to  raife  another  Royal  perfon,  A  Regentf 
whom  they  were  then  making,  was  a  mere  creature  of  Par- 
liament, only  of  late  years,  thought  of,  and  to  be  found 
recognized   in  no  more  than  one  or  two  modern  ftatutes. 

The  Attorney  General  explained  the  njiture  of  commiflions, 
and  particularly  adverting  to  that  commiffion  lately  on  the 
woolfack  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The  Committee  divided 
on  the  amendment.     Ayes,  IJ3;  noes,  181. 

The  claufes  being  gone  through, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brought  up  a  new  claufe,  to  enable 
the  Regent,  notwithftanding  the  feveral  reftriftions  re- 
fpefting  patent  offices  for  life,  penfions,  &c.  in  any  cafe  of 
the  Judges,  through  age  or  infirmity  would  wifli  to  refign^ 
to  grant  them  penfions.  Another  objeft  of  the  claufe,  was^ 
to  enable  Parliament,  if  the  occafion  of  making  a  Chancellor 
fliould  occur,  to  pafs  an  ac*il  in  that  feffion  of  Parliament  to 
enable  the  Regent  to  grant,  in  that  cafe,  a  reverfion  of  feme 
patent  office,  &:c.  to  the  perfon  accepting  the  feals. 
Mr.  Mr,   Pnlt^ncy  gave  notice,  that,  on  the  reading,  lie  fhouM. 

FukcDcy.  J'lXroducc  a  claufe  b\  \\^N  ot  \\i^i,  to  limit  the  duration  of 
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iftiifiiont  yrhicii  difables   the  Regent  from  oOking 
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••  Chancellor  Pitt  defired  that  the  Report  might  be  re-  Mr.  Pitt. 

[  immediately^  as  he  iatended  to  read  the  bill  a  third 

his  day. 

e  Houfe  having  been  refumed,  the  Report  was  made, 

le  amendments  having  been  twice  read,  and  a  queilioa 

2  each,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofied* 

e  Houfe  adjourned, 

readers  mny  not  think  it  improper,  that  we  fhould  in- 
troduce, at  the  clofe  of  this  debate, 

rcarate  JLift  of  the  feveral  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
oifnons,  who  voted,  and  paired  off,  for  and  againft  the 
ufes  in  the  REGENCY  BILL,  to  enable  His  Majefty 
refume  his  Authority, 

LIST    OF    THOSE    WHO    VOTED. 

For  the  Claufes. 


ICROMBIE,  B.  Efq. 
igton,  H.  Efq, 

Itt,  J.     tfo. 

(ley.  F.  Efq. 
Yj  Lord 
i,  Sir  R.  P. 

5S,  H.  Efq, 
5,  F,  Efq. 
,   B.  Efq. 

ive,  Vifc. 
ly,  R.A.  Efq. 
rd,  E.  Efq. 
If  ft.  General 
im,  Vifc. 
y,  N.  Efq. 
oy,  H.  Efq. 
gham,  W.  Efq. 
p.  Sir  Cecil 
burn,  J.  Efq, 
J.   tfq. 
wenj  H.  Efq. 
wen.  Col.  W. 
cr,  G,  Efq. 
fton,  T.  B.  Efq. 
llingi  C,  Efq, 
L.XXV, 


Brett,  C.  Efq. 
Brodie,  A.  Efq. 
Browne,  J,  H.  Efq. 
Brudenell,  G,  B.  Efq, 
Burges,  J,  B,  Efq, 
Burton,  F.  Efq. 

Call,  J.  Efq.  . 
Calvert,  J,  Efq. 
Calvert,  J.  jun,  Efq. 
Campbell,  Lord  F. 
Carew,  R,  P.  Efq, 
Caf^ali,  T,  Efq. 
Cawthorne,  J.  F.  Efq. 
Colt,  R.  Efq. 
Cotton,  Sir  R.  S. 
Courtown,  Earl  of 
Crickett,,C,  A.  Efq. 
Crutchley.  J.  Efq. 
Curzon,  r.  A.  Efq. 

Dafliwood,  Sir  H.  W. 
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ThurfJay,  February  I2/A. 

.  PuUeney  defired  to  be  favoured  with  the  attention  of     Mr, 
oufe,  whilft  he  introduced  his  motion  in  favour  of  that  Pultcncy. 
,  concerning  which  he  had  given  notice  the  preceding 
Kg:    a  clauie   to   limit  the  duration  of  that  part  of 
)ill  which  reArained   the   power  of  the   Regent,    in 

1  to  the  increJ»fe  of  Peerages.  In  order  to  explaiif 
inciples  on  which  he  thought  fome  limitation  on  tha£ 
lioii  neceffary,  Mr.  Pulteney  adverted  to  the  different 
»  of  check  and  conti-ol,  which  the  different  braAches 

Legiilature  had  upon  each  other;  a  fyftem  wifely  pro- 
by  the  Conflitution,  in  order  to  keep  alive  that  proper 
fy,  theconftant  attention  to  which  tended  foefleflually" 

2  prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf.  The  Sove- 
Df  the  Brilifli  Empire,  as  head  of  the  three  eftates,  had» 
ferved,  a  variety  of  prerogatives  and  fun£lions,  indc- 
it  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  effeatially 
iry  to  the  conducting  the  legiflative,  as  well  as  the 
ngon  of  the  executive  Ciovernment  of  the  country; 
'o  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature  in  like  manner  pof- 
rights,  powers,  and  privileges,  peculiar  to  themfelves^ 
[ually  requifite  for  the  maintenance  of  their  indepeor 

and  the  fecurity  of  that  independence  from  the  en- 
iment  of  eithej-  of  the  other  two  eftates.     The  Crown 
'annexed  with  both  Houfes  of  ParVvameivt  m  ^  ^^^oi* 
finer,  and  each   Houih  pofl'efled  powers  ot  cowtvx^^- 
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a£ling  the  Crown  to  a  reafonablc  degree,  whenever  the 
Crovvn  fhould  go  beyond  the  conftitutional  limits  of  its  pre« 
rogative.  InthatHoufe,  as  they  well  knew,  whenever  they 
thought  it  neceffary  lb  to  do,  they  could  control  the  Crown 
in  many  refpefts,  and  efpecially,  by  withholding  the  fup- 
plies,  or  refufmg  to  pafs  the  mutiny  bill ;  but,  if  any  im- 
proper ufe  were  made  of  their  power.  His  Majefty  might 
diffolve  the  Parliament,  and  fend  them  back  to  their  confti- 
tuents.  On  the  other  liand,  fhould  the  other  Houfe  refufe 
to  lend  their  aid  in  pafling  the  bills  of  fupply,  there  was  no 
other  means  of  coercing  them,  but  by  creating  new  Peers, 
which  had  more  than  once  reftored  the  Houfe  to  that  fitu- 
^tion  in  which  it  ought  to  ftand.  Mr.  Pulteney  defcanled 
on  the  great  utility  and  importance  of  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  make  Peers.  Had  not  the  Crown  been  able  to 
exercife  that  power,  fome  important  a£l:s  would  not  have 
pafled,  and  the  Union  with  Scotland  could  not  have  taken 
place.  However  opinions  might  have  differed  concerning 
the  Union,  at  the  time,  all  men  who  felt  for  the  intereft  of 
both  England  and  Scotland,  had  fince  found  abundant  reafon 
to  extol  its  wife  principles,  and  to  rejoice  at  its  beneficial 
effefts.  The  power  of  creating  Peers,  fo  properly  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  the  Crown,  for  the  reward  of  merit,  and  the 
encouragement  of  virtuous  emulation  in  the  fervice  of  the 
country,  was  a  power  which  had  always  been  exercifed  fpar- 
ingly  by  the  Princes  who  had  fat  upon  our  throne.  Had 
not  this  been  the  cafe,  various  abufes  might  have  crept  into 
the  conduft  of  Government ;  corruption  would  have  heen' 
openly  pra£lifed ;  and  it  might  have  happened  that  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  would  have  funk  to  fuch  a  degree  of  want  of* 
refpedl  and  charafter,  that  there  might  not  be  fonnd  in  if 
proper  perfons  to  be  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  the  Peerage? 
and  thus  the  Crown  might  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  reuft- 
ing  a  fadion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Mr.  Pulteney  faid, 
that  h^  had  a  great  opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but 
he  did  not  therefore  wifli  that  the  Crown  might  not  have 
the  power  of  diffolving  Parhament.  He  mentioned  the  hif- 
torical  faft  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  L  prevailed  on  tliat  Monarch  to  pafs  an  a£l,  that 
they  fliouldnot  be  fubjecl  to  diflbhition,  and  declared  that 
he  did  not  believe  that  either  the  Monarch  or  the  Members 
had  any  idea  at  the  time  of  the  mifchievous  confequences 
which  followed.  As  he  wifhed  the  power  of  diffolving 
Parliament  to  remain  in  the  Crown,  in  like  manner  he  never 
wi(hed  to  fee  powers  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  refjft 
the  conftitutional  condudl  cf  the  Crown ;  they  knew  not, 
what  operation  the  powet  ol  te.^xi\vk\v\^  \Vv^  l^e^ent  from 
creatine  Peers   m\ff\\t  VvJ^ve  ou  \>nft  m\\\^%^l^5ofc^^^^^*^ 
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Lords.  He  only  looked  to  that  claufe  when  tlie  other  Houfe 
might  have  an  intereft  in  oppofing  the  repeal  of  the  bill. 
They  would  now  tell  them,  no  doubt,  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  abufe  it,  and  perhaps  they  would  tell  them  lb,  truly, 
according  to  their  prefent  feelings  and  intentions;  but  there 
was  no  anfwering  for  human  frailty.  Ambitious  men,  en- 
tnifted  with  unlimited  power,  might  grow  fonder  of  it,  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  time  they  poflefled  it,  and  at  laft 
refufe  to  part  with  it  at  all.  Let  them  recolledl  the  cafe  of 
the  republic  of  Rome,  with  regard  to  the  Decemviri,  who 
were  magiftrates  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  the 
laws  into  execution  for  a  year.     They  were  at  firft  the  wiftft 

and  moft  able  citizens  cf  the  republic,  and  all  the  executive 
power  was  entrufted  in  their  hands  for  twelve  months.  By 
degrees,  the  time  they  were  chofen  for  was  increafed ;  firft, 
one  year  was  added,  and  afterwards  more,  till  at  laft  they 
grew  into  fuch  importance,  and  had  attained  to  fuch  an 
enormous  pitch  of  abfolute  power,  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  mifconduft  of  one  of  them,  the  liberties  of  their  country 
had  been  loft  forever.  They  ought,  therefore,  to  profit  by 
paft  experience  and  to  guard  againft  a  fimilar  danger  to  their 
own  country.  He  would,  by  no  means,  advife  the  truft- 
ing  fo  much  out  of  their  own  hands,  as  to  fuffer  the  reftric- 
tion  on  the  Regent  from  making  Peers  to  go  out  of  the  Houfe 
in  the  bill,  without  fome  limitation.  It  was  obje6led,  that 
the  Regent  might  abufe  the  power  of  making  Peers,  and 
create  too  many ;  but,  was  that  to  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  Lords  refufing,  at  fome  future  period,  to  join  in  a 
repeal  of  the  a£l?  There  was  no  fort  of  proportion  between 
the  different  degrees  of  danger  to  the  conftitution.  On  thefe 
grounds,  therefore,  Mr.  Pulteney  faid,  he  ftiould,  as  a  rider 
to  the  bill,  propofe  a  claufe  for  limiting  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  impofed  reftriflions  on  the  Regent  with  regard  to  the 
power  of  mnking  Peers,  and.  the  time  which  he  meant  to 
propofe  for  that  reflriftion  to  ceafe  and  determine,  was  three 
years;  not  that  he  propofed  that  period,  under  any  idea  that 
the  Regi^ncy  ought  to  continue  the  cxercife  of  the  Royal  au- 
thority under  any  reftriftions,  fo  long  as  three  years;  but 
becaufe  if,  unfortunately,  they  (hould  bedifappointed  in  their 
prefent  hopes  of  His  Majefty's  recovery,  he  thought  thre<i 
years  theoutfide  of  the  time  which,  under  any  circumftan- 
ces,  the  reftriflions  ought  to  continue. 

'  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  having  premifed  that  he  had  liftened  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  with  that  degree  of  attentioA 
which  he  was  always  defirous  to  pay  to  every  fuggeftion 
which  came  from  fo  refpedlable  a  quarter,  added,  that  if  he 
were  right  in  his  ideas  on  the  fulijeft  of  limitations  of  time, 
in  rc/pe^  to  any  of  the   reftridions  imnofei  ovwh^'Sv^rgpcvXs 

Vol.  XXV.  c^  P  xi;^ 
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the  danger  which  the  honourable  gentleman  wiflied  to  guard 
againft,  was  more  in  theory,  than  likely  to  be  carried  into 
praftice.     Ihat  a  majority  of  the  Lords  would  wiih  to  con- 
tinue the  refolutions,  whenever  it  (hould  be  thought  by  that 
Houfe  proper  to  revife  their  proceedings,  and  alter  them  as 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  might  require,  and  that  limi- 
tations ought  to  be  fixed,  was  a  proportion  firft  ftarted  on 
debating  the  refolution  in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation,  and  it  had  been  fuggefted  that  they  ought  to  fix  a 
permanent  time.     He  had  then  thought,  and  he  continued  to 
think,  that  there  was  no  ground,  and  that  there  could  be  no 
ground,  for  the  Lords  to   retain  that  power,  whenever  it 
ihould  be  neceffary  to  repeal  it.     The  whole  of  the  bill  was 
a  permanent  meaibre,  and  calculated    to  laft  only  during 
the  continuance  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs.     They  muft,  there- 
fore, be  at  a  lofs  what  period  of  limitation   to  fix  on,  fmce 
they  could  not  tell  the  precife  period  of  His  Majefly's  illnefs. 
For  this  reafon,  he  felt  obje6lions  to  limit  the  powers  of  the 
Regent  to  any  time  at  all.     And,  another  reafon  was,  be- 
caufe  if  His  Majefly's  illnefs  fhould  unfortunately  continue 
to  any  length  of  period,  fo  that  his  recovery  would  become 
a  matter  of  doubt,  a  matter  which,  thank  Heaven,  he  had 
everyday  more  and.lmore  reafon  to  believe  would  not  prove 
the  cafe,  a  new  Regency  would  then  be  to  be  fettled,  and  that, 
undoubtedly,  on  very  different  principles.     However,  as  the 
time  taken  for  the  limitation  was  three  years,  not,  he  con- 
ceived, with  any   view  that  the  reflridtion  in  queftion,  or 
any  other  impofed  on   the   Regent,  ought,  under  any  cir- 
cumflarxes,  to  continue  fo  long  ;  fmce,  whether  they  fhould 
have  the  happinefs  to  fee  His  Majefly  recover,  and  become 
capable  of  refuming  the  exercife  of  his  Royal  authority,  or 
not,  the  prefent  fyllem  of  the  Regency  ought  to  ceafe  within 
that  period,  but  with  a  view  to  name  three  years  as  theex- 
tremefl  time  to   which,  in   any  poflible  confideration,  any 
thing  like  a  reflri£lion  could  befuppofed,  with  propriety,  to 
extend. 
Mr.  Mr.  Ifaac  H^twkins  Brovune  flated  that    he  had  originally 

Ifaac  H.  exprefTed  a  defire,  that  the  reflriflion  from  making  Peers 
Browne,  might  have  fome  limitation  ;  yet,  in  the  Committee,  he  had 
objedted  to  a  limitation  which  had  been  propofed,  becaufe 
that  limitation  was  lefs  than  two  years ;  and  though  he  had 
very  great  hopes  that  His  Majefl:y*s  recovery  would  take 
place  long  before  that  period,  yet  he  thought,  that  no  limi- 
tation for  a  lefs  period  ought  to  be  fixed  by  the  bill  in 
queflion. 
Mr.  Mr,  Powys  obferved  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  claiife  ap- 

Powyf.    peared  to  intimate  that  three  years  was,  in  the  idea  of  the 
Houfe,  the  period  during  which  the  reftridlions  ought  to 
6  continue^ 
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continue.  For  his  part,  he  wiflied  not  to  confine  that  re- 
ftridlion  with  regard  to  the  making  Peers,  to  a  limitation  of 
time,  hecaufe  he  thouglit  that  no  reft  rift  ion  whatever  ought 
to  exiA.  But,  if  there  muft  be  reftridtions  on  the  Regent, 
he  thought  a  limitation  of  three  years  too  long  a  period.  An 
wHer  period  than  three  years  would  enable  Parliament  to 
examine  and  reconfider  the  whole  proceeding.  With  regard 
lo  their  declaring,  that  by  accepting  the  claufe,  it  became 
the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  that  the  reftri(SVions  ought  to  conti- 
nue for  three  years,  Mr.  Powys  defired  to  enter  his  proteft 
againft  fogroundlefs  an  idea. 

Sir  James  Johnjions  obferved,  that  after  a  Peer  was  once  Sir  Jam 
created,  be  became  as  independant  the  firft  day,  as  he  was  the  Johnfto 
laft ;  and,  therefore,  although  he  fufpedled  ahnoft  every  body, 
he  did  not  fufpedl  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  He  was  of  opinion, 
however,  that  if  the  reflrivSlion  had  been  unhmited,  there 
might,  at  one  time  or  another,  be  a  combination  between  the 
other  Houfe  and  that,  againll  the  Crown,  and,  therefore,  lie 
was  happy  that  his  honourable  friend  had  agreed,  when  the 
reftridlion  (liould  ceafe. 

7"he  claufe  was  read,  and  Mr.  Pulteney   moved,  that  the 
yrords  "  three  years'*  be  inferted  in  the  blank. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  his  fentimcnts  coincided  with      Mr. 
thofe  of  his  honourable  friend,  in  regard  to  the  probability  of  Shcrid^ 
the  Lords  refuling  to  open  the  d.  or  to  their  Houfe,  if  by 
pafiing  the  bill  without  any  limitation  of  the  duration  of  the 
reftridVion,  with  refi>e£l  to  the  Regent's  power  to  make  Peers, 
they  fuffered  the   power  to   pafs  out  of  their  hands,   and 
the  door  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  be  oncefhut.     Mr.  Sheri- 
dan declared,  that  he  was  furprifed  at  what  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  faid  of  the  idea  of  the  improbability  of  the 
I^ords  ever  wiftiing  to  continue  the  power,  when  they   once 
got  it  into  their  pofleffion.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
Jeemed  to  have  forgotten  that  they  had  gone  throughout  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  not  on  probable  dangers,  but  on 
poffible  dangers,  and  every  danger  which  was  morally  pofSble 
to  happen,  had  been  moft  ftudioufly  andcautioufly  guarded 
?gainft.  I'hat  fucli  an  idea  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  ftated,  was  implied  by  Parliament,  was  not,  Mr.  Sheridan 
thought,  to  be  tolerated ;  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
and  the  gentleman  behind  him,  feemed  to  have  adopted  a 
principle  which  might  be  extended  for  feven  years,  as  well  as 
three,  and,  therefore,  not  chufmg  to  lend  his  fandtion,  to  the 
principle,  that  the  executive  power  ought  to  continue  maimed 
and  crippled  by  ufelefs  and  harfh  reftridlions,  for  three  years, 
he  fhould  move  to  leave  out  the  words  "  three  years,"  and 
'that  the  words  "  one  year"  be  inferted  in  the  blank. 

3  P  2  Mr. 
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'r.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered,  tliat  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  who  fpoke  laft,  feemed  to  have  done  him  more  juftice 
than  the  honourable  gentleman  near  him,  becaufe  he  had  ex- 
preffly  ftated,  that  as  they  could  not  fix  the  precife  period  of 
the  duration  of  His  Majefty's  illnefs,  he  would  agree  to  three 
years  as  a  period  the  moft  extreme  and  diftant  that  could  be 
taken  ;  hut,  that  if  His  Majefty  Ihould  not  recover  foon,  the 
refiridlions  ought  to  ceafe  within  the  period  propofed ;  and 
the  honourable  and  refpe61able  Member  who  had  introduced 
it,  had  expreffly  ftated  a  fimilar  fentiment.  How  then  could 
it  be  confideied,  that,  adopting  the  words  "  three  years*'  to 
fill  up  the  blank  under  the  conftruftion  which  had  been  laid 
,down,  was  making  Parliament  declare  that  its  opinion  was, 
that  the  reftridlions  ought  to  laft  for  three  years  ?  With  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  propofed,  would  not  the  honourable 
genlleman,  by  what  he  was  doing,  defeat  his  own  purpofe? 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  obferved,  that  he  moved  an 
earlier  day,  that  it  might  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  Par- 
liament, that  Parliament  thought  the  reftridlions  ought  to 
continue  three  yeais.  He  fliould  conceive,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  ferve  his  purpofe  better,  by  witlidraw- 
ing  his  amendment,  and  letting  the  original  motion  be  put. 
T^^r-  Mr,  Sheridan  anfwered,  that  if  the  motion  for  filling  the 

heritian.  |ji3,j|^  ^vith  the  words  "  three  years"  were  carried,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  declared,  thnt  it  would  appear 
that  it  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  that  the  reftriflion 
Ihould  continue  for  three  years.  This  was,  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  the  moft  extraordinary  opinion  he  had  ever  heard, 
and,  therefore,  he  fhould  certainly  perfift  in  his  amend- 
ment. 

Tr.  I.  H.      Mr.  /.  H.  Browne  contended,[that  he  did  not  fay  that  he  was 

rownc.    ^f  opinion  that  the  reftri£tions  ought  to  laft  three  years. 
He  {hould  have  no  objeflion  to  fee  the  blank  filled  up  with  - 
the  words  ^^  two  years"  if  it  fliould  be  approved. 
^^*  Mr.  Powys  obferved,  that  if"Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  done 

*^^3f**  him  the  favour  to  attend  to  his  words>  he  would  not  have 
miftaken  him.  He  had  not  ftated,  that  the  opinion  of  gentle- 
men fliould  be  recorded,  but  that  the  claufe  would  be  record 
with  the  limitation  of  three  years  in  it,  and,  parliamentariiy 
fpfeaking,  the  inference  from  the  .words  of  the  bill  would  be, 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  reftridlions 
fliould  continue  for  three  years, 

1  he  queftion  wa«  put,  and  the  claufe  filled  up  with  the 
words  "  three  years'*  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  ftand  part  of 
the  bill. 
.^*  Mr.  Sheridan  begged  leave  to  alk  a  queftion  of  the  honour^ 

eridan.  ^^^q  and  learned  gentleman  whom  he  faw  oppofite  to  him, 
the  *ini\vcr  given  to  which  would  ftiew  whether  bis  amend- 
ment 
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ncnt  was  iicccflary  or  not.  His  Majefty  had  a  power  to 
jrant  a  coxnmiffion  for  opening  Parliament;  and  he  defired 
to  know  whether  the  King  had  not  power  to  invert  thofe 
CommiiliODers  with  full  regal  authorities.  He  found  from 
the  precedents  with  which  they  had  heen  furniflied,  that  iit 
the  cafe  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  when  the  Duke  of  York  was 
appointed  to  exercife  the  Royal  authority  in  Parliament,  it 
might  he  done.  What  he  wilhed  to  know  then,  was,  could 
the  King  do  ihe  fame  thing  by  a  general  commiflion ;  or  whe- 
ther, as  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  the  year  1754,  he 
mull  iflue  a  fccond  commiflion  to  give  the  Royal  aflent  to 
any  bill  or  bills  ? 

The  Mafler  of  the  Rolls  anfwered,  that  if  the  honourable  The  Ma{ 
gentleman  meant  to  enquire  whether  the  King  could  delegate  tcr  of  th 
the  whole  of  his  authority  by  one  commiflion,  he  thought  Rolli. 
he  could  not  do  fo.     That  was,  he  could  not,  for  inftance, 
make  his  Attorney  General  King.     To  make  any  man  King 
hy  attorney,  was  a  power  that  the  King  of  Kngland  did  not 
poffefs.     With  regard  to  the  commifTions  iflued  in  Henry  the 
Sixth's  reign,  in  the  cafes  of  the  IJuke  of  GiOucefter  in  the 
commencement,    and   the  Duke  of  York   in   a   fubfequent 
period  ;  in  both  thofe  cafes  the  commiflions  iflued  under  the 
great  Ileal,  and  were  confirmed  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  Sheridan  thanked  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle-  Mr. 
man  for  anfwering  him  in  part,  but  he  had  rcafoned  rather  Sheridait 
than  anfwered  him  entirely.  Mr.  Sher.dan  proceeded  to 
put  his  cafe  again,  and  maintained  that  the  commiflion  ap- 
pointing the  IJuke  of  Gloucefter  to  hold  the  Parliament^  and 
give  the  Royal  aflent  to  bills,  was  a  cafe  in  point.  The  King 
was  then  a  minor,  incapable  of  adding  for  himfelf,  as  our  King 
was  at  prefent  incapable,  though  from  another  caufe.  Was 
there  not  in  the  King  a  power,  not  only  to  iflae  a  commiflion 
inverting  Commiflioners  with  authority  to  open  Parliament, 
but  to  give  the  Royal  aflent  to  a  bill,  and  to  aft  in  every 
inrtance  with  the  Royal  .iuthority  ? 

The  jtttorney  General  faid,  he  would  anfwer  the  honourable  Attomcj 
gentleman  in  three  words ; — the  King  cannot.  General 

Mr.  Iflliiam  Smith  prefaced  his  motion  for  an  amendment  Mr.  Wn 
in  theuniformity^claufe,  by  ftating  the  harfh,  illiberal,  fevere,  Smyth, 
and  nnjuft  penalties,  to  which  the  Proteftant  diflienters, 
among  a  variety  of  defcriptions  of  fefts,  diiFering  from  the 
ertabliflied  church,  were  liable,  in  confequence  of  the  rtatute 
of  Charles  the  Second.  The  chief  of  thefe  penalties  were, 
and  had  long  been,  deemed  obfolete,  but  they  had  never  been 
formally  repealed ;  the  Protertant  Difleniers  lay,  therefore, 
at  the  mercy  of  every  informer-  Mr.  Smith  mentioned  fome 
of  thefe  penalties  and  difabilities,  one  of  which  was,  that,  a 
Papift  fliould  not  praflife  the  art  of  an  apothecary  in  the 

City 
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City  of  London,  under  a  heavy  penalty.  Surely,  fuch  a  dif- 
ability  ought  not  to  remain  on  the  Statute  book  !  He  adverted 
to  feveral  others,  and  at  length  ftated  his  amendment,  the 
ohjeft  of  which  was  no  more  than  to  prevent  any  new  diffi- 
culty being  placed  by  tKe  Regency  bill,  in  the  way  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Tefl  Aft,  if  application  Ihould  be  made  for  fuch 
a  repeal  hereafter.  It  might  poffibly,  he  faid,  be  alked,  why 
he  had  not  propofed  the  amendment  in  the  Committee,  the 
preceding  evening?  He  li ad  been  ready  to  do  it,  but  thofe 
who  would  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  obje£t  to  it,  if  they 
found  it  objeftionahle,  liad  wiflied  for  a  proper  opportunity 
of  reading  the  A£l:  of  Uniformity,  in  order  to  fee  if  any  part 
of  that  ftatute  would  be  trenched  upon  by  the  amendment, 
Thofe  perfons,  he  underflood,  had  fince  read  that  ftatute, 
and  had  found  that  the  amendment  was  perfedtly  admif- 
.      :. '         fible. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  the  amendment,  and  Lord  Belgrave 
feccnded  it. 
Maftcr  of      The  Majicr  of  the  Rolls  expreffed  liis   concern,  that  the 
the  Rolls,  amendment  had  not  been  opened  the  preceding  evening,  and 
not  moved  thus  on  a  fudden,  and  at  the  very  moment  before 
the  bill  pafled.     It  was  true,  that  there  were,  in  the  ftatute 
of  Charles   the   Second,    many    fevere   penalties  and  unjuft 
disabilities,  feveral  of  which  had  been  fince  repealed  by  the 
Adl  of  Toleration  in  favour  of  the  Proteftant  diflenters,  and 
he  thought  there  were  others  remaining  that  ought  to  be  re-    1 
pealed;  but  then,  it  fliould  bedone  regularly,  direflly,  and    1 
avowedly.     At  a  fit  time,  he  fliould  have  no  objefiion  to    , 
affift  in  framing  a  proper  bill  of  repeal.     King  William  took    ' 
an  oath,  that  he  would    preferve  the  cftablifliment  of  the    • 
Church  of  England,  and  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Church  of 
Scotland    to   give   a   fecurity,  that  their  eftablifhment  alfo 
ihould   not   be  touched.     The  whole  eftablifliment  of  the 
Church  was  in  the  a£l,  and  therefore  he  muft  objedl  to  the 
amendment  /;/  toto^ 
Mr.  Smith      Mr.  Smith  faid  that  he  was  willing  to  alter  the  wording  of 
the   amendment    fo  as  to   remove    objedlions.     There  re- 
mained on  the  Statute  book  penalties  and  provifions,  which 
ftrongly  partook  of  the  fpirit  of  perfecution.     Mr.  Smith 
ftated,   in  particular,  the  penalties  againft  perfons  convifled 
of  having  fpoken  in   degradation  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer;  the  penalty  on  the  firft  convicSlion  was  ten  pounds, 
and,  if  convicted  a  third  time,  the  punifliment  was  a  forfeiture 
of  goods  and  cliattels,  and  imprifonment  fpr  life. 
jV/r.  TltU      ^'^^^'  Chancellor  Pitt  profefTed  himfelf  to  be  a  ^alous  and 
firm  friend  to  the  eft:aW\ftie<\  CVv\i\clv  if  England,  and  oh- 
jferved  tliat  the  obje6\  of  X\^e  Vvouoxwa^V  ^ys>\^'a\'arwV'^  \\\i 
narrow  compafs.     He  pioeeeie^  xc>  ^^'^q.x'\^^  \x^  -mAxq  'tor^- 
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tion  the  general  heads  of  the  aft  of  uniformity.  He  alfo 
fiated,  that  at  the  Reformation,  their  anceftors  had  not 
quite  purged  their  litargies,  of  which  there  had  been  two  or 
three  different  ones,  from  the  fuperftition  of  the  Romiih 
church.  The  offences  created  by  the  different  ftatutes  were 
indefinite ;  but  the  punifliment  was  definite,  and  to  a  great 
extent. 

Sir  George  Howard  concelvei  that  the  amendment  propo-  SirGeoi 
fed  was  out  of  place,  and  that  no  alteration  of  afts,  of  fo  im-  Howan 
portant  and  ferious  a  nature,  ought  to  be  done  by  a  fide 
wind. 

Mr.  Martin  defired  to  give  his  thanks  to  the  Matter  of     Mr. 
the  Rolls,    for  having  promifed  the  Protefiant  Diflenters  Mtrtii 
his  affiftance  in  preparing  a  bill  to  repeal  fome  of  the  exift- 
ing  penalties  and  difabilities  againff  them  on  account  of  their 
religious  opinions. 

Mr.  /.  H.  Brozvne  {e:{red  that  the  amendment  would  not  do  Mr.  I. ; 
any  good  whatever ;  but  occafion  a  clamour  among  the  peo-  Brown 
pie,  who  might  think  that  they  had  taken  up  the  fiibje*^ 
faperficially.     He  therefore  thought  that  the  Regency  bill 
ihould  follow  former  Regency  bills  in  thofe  points. 

Mr.  Addington  declared,  that  he  was  extremely  anxious  Mr.  A 
that  the  amendment  fliould  not  be  prefled  to  a  divifion,  as  it  dington 
did  not  come  on  regularly,    and  might  injure    the  caufe 
which  it  was  intended  to  ferve. 

Mr.  Smhh  remarked,  that  as  lis  perceived  there  was  no  Mr. 
defire  in  the  Houfe  for  a  divifion,  he  fiiould  not  prefs  the  Smith 
motion  then,  efpecially  as  other  means  of  anfwering  the 
fame  end,  had  been  propofed.  But  he  could  not  admit  that 
it  was  any  argument  to  fay,  that  becaufe  the  uniformity 
claufe  had  ftood  in  three  former  Regency  bills,  exaQly  as  it 
did  in  the  prefent  bill,  therefore  it  ought  to  remain  unal- 
tered. Upon  that  principle,  an  inexpedient  provifion  would 
be  multiplied  ad  injimtem.     The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  jilderman  Nfjunham  declared,  that  he  ftiould  blufh      Mr. 
for  his  want  of  fpirit,  could  he  for  a  moment  hefitate  to  Aldcrir 
oppofe  the  whole  bill,  excepting  only  that  part  of  it  which  Newnlii 
enadled,    that  the  Prince  of  Wales  fliould  be  Regent.     He 
thought  the  provifions  of  the  bill  difgraceful  to  the  honour 
of  His  Royal  Highnefs.     The  Alderman  fpoke  of  the  vir- 
tues of  the  Prince,  and  faid,  that  he  had  been  called  to  ac- 
count the  other  day,  becaufe  he  had  mentioned  an  aft  of 
His  Royal  Highnefs's  benevolence,  and  an  honourable  and 
learned  gentlemen  had  complained  of  the  oftentatious  parade 
of  the  Prince's  charity,  and  afked  if  he  had  ftated  the  faft 
with  the  knowledge  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  ?    The  Alder- 
man faid,  he  was  at  the  time  mentioning  an  aft  of  public 
bountyy  not  an  a<5l  of  private  charity  of  that.  V\v\?i,  ^Vi-^^ 
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the  right  hand  ought  not  Co  know  what  the  left  hand  did ; 
he  had  befides  ufed  it  as  an  argument  againft  their  locking 
up  money  frpm  the  Prince  as  they  did  by  that  bill.  -  Tlic 
reftri£lions   againft    making   Peers,    were  limited    to   too^ 
Jong  a  time,  and  the  refer ving  the  houfehold  was  the  moft 
abfurd  thing  that  could  be  imagined.     For  what  did  they  do 
by  it  ?  they  gave  fplendor  where  it  could  not  be  feen,  and 
took  it  away,  where  it  was  neceflary  to  be  exhibited.     In 
faft,  they  gave  the  King  what  could  not  make  him   rich, 
and   took  from  the  Prince   what  made  him  poor  indeed. 
The  Alderman  condemned  the  refutnption  claufe,  and  (aid 
that  he  hoped,  when  His  Majefty  did  come  forward  to  re-af- 
fume  the  exercife  of  his  Royal  authority,  which,  he  lieartily 
wiflied  he  might  foon  do,  he  would  come  forward  in  a  man- 
ner free  from  fufpicion,  and  that  the  minds  of  the  peopk 
would  be  cleared. 
-Mr.  Aid,      Mr.  JIderman  PFatfon  gave  his  explicit  approbation  fo  the 

Watfon. '  bill  itfelf,  and  to  the  various  claufes  of  the  bill,  becaufe 
they  were  c6nfiftent  with  his  convidlion,  and  that  of  his 
conftituents.  He  took  notice  of  an  expreflion,  which  had, 
he  faid,  called  that  diftinguifhed  clafs  of  men,  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  bankers  of  London,  paupers ;  at  the  ' 
time  when  the  exprefEon  was  ufed,  he  was  in  a  fituatiott 
which  rendered  it  impofflble  for  him  to  take  notice  of  it, 
without  violating  the  forms  and  orders  of  the  Houfe  in  the 
chair  of  the  Committee.  The  Alderman  adverted  alfo,  to 
another  expreffion  which  had  fallen  from  another  honour- 
able gentleman,  who  had  juft  left  his  place,  Mr,  Powys* 
That  honourable  gentleman  would  not  have  dared  to  havrt  • 
faid  thofe  words,  had  he  been  at  liberty  to  have  anfwered 
him.  He  did  not  choofe  to  call  for  the  protedtion  of  the 
Houfe  at  the  time,  becaufe  he  was  confcious  that  he  could 
prote6l  himfelf.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  fi^id,  that 
he  muft  fubmit  to  the  commands  of  the  riglit  honourable 
gentleman.  Commands  \  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  no  commands  but  what  were  right. 
Mr.  Mr.   Sheridan  obferved,  that  the  worthy  Alderman  bad 

Sheridan,  inverted  the  old  rule,  and  had  proceeded  to  panegyrize  the 
prefent  and  traduce  the  abfent.  Mr.  Sheridan  defended  his 
two  honourable  friends  from  the  charges,  both  of  whichj 
he  faid,  were  founded  in  mifapprehenfion.  He  explained, 
that  when  Mr.  Powys  had  talked  of  fubmitting  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  commands,  he  had  himfelf  addreffed 
thofe  words  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  hap- 
peiied  to  rife  at  the  fame  time,  and  perfifted  in  his  refolutiqn 
to  fpeak  firft  with  fome  decree  of  haughtinefs.  With  r^ard 
to  the  word  paupers,  \\\s  ol\\et  T\^\.\\o\\o\\\'i5c\^^vsfexA  could 
not  have  faid  fo  fooViftv  a  vVvtx^,  ;).^  iNxOa-Mx^-^^t^WN.'^^^^ 
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have  been,  when  applied  to  the  merchant?,  tfeders,  and 
bankers  of  London.  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  thefe  explanations, 
went  again  into  the  queftion  which  he  had  before  put  to  the 
lawyers,  grounding  his  fecond  application  upon  a  claufe 
which  he  moved,  the  ohjefl  of  which  was  to  reftrain  His 
Majefty  from  granting  any  general  commifTion,  invefiing 
the  commiffioners  with  powers  to  open  a  Parliament,  give 
the  Royal  aflent  to  bills,  and  fo  forth. 

CoFonel  Phipps  remarked,  that  there  needed  not  all  the  Colonel 
Wifdom  and  knowledge  to  be  gleaned  from  the  learned  dia-  Pl^ipp?. 
logue,  that  the  Houfe  had  heard  between  Do6tor  and  Stu- 
dtent,  to  furnilh  an  anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
claufe.  He  could  not  give  his  honourable  friend  a  reafon 
Why  his  claufe  ought  not  to  Hand  in  three  words,  but  he 
believed  he  could  do  it  in  a  very  few  fentences.  In  the  firft 
place,  no  claufe  could  poflibly  be  received  contrary  to  the 
general  purview  of  a  bill,  as  expreffed  in  the  preamble.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  look  to  the  preamble,  he 
would  not  find  a  fingle  word  about  placing  reilridions  on 
His  Majefty's  exercife  of  his  Royal  authority,  when  he  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  exercife  it.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man reminded  him  of  what  he  had  often  fe«n  done  by  gen- 
tlemen on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  cuftomary  with 
the  honourable  gentlemen  to  caft  perfonal  motives  on  them, 
for  things  never  intended,  and  afterwards  to  be  themfelves 
the  perfons  to  introduce  moft  mifchievous  propofitions.  If 
it  were  neceflary  to  reftrain  the  power  of  the  Crown,  let  it 
be  done  after  His  IVhijefty's  recovery,  not  while  he  is  lying 
on  his  bed  of  ficknefs. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  Mr.  Sheridan's  claufe  and  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Brandling  obferved,  that  a  kind  of  mifcellaneous  M""* 
converfation  having  taken  place,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  Brandling 
his  conftituents  to  declare,  that  he  approved  of  the  whole 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Brandling  fpoke  in  terms  of  praife  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  condu«^  throughout  the  proceeding,  and  in  particular 
bf  his  having  agitated  and  brought  to  a  decifion  the  queftion 
of  right ;  a  queftion  fo  important  to  the  conftiurional  pri- 
vileges of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Brandling 
concluded  with  a  declaration,  that  fo  farisfied  was  he  in  his 
confcience,  with  the  wifdom  and  reftitude  of  the  meafures 
which  he  had  fupjx)rted  during  the  late  parliamentary  dif- 
Guilions,  that  he  Ihould  cheerfully  fubmit  his  condu£b  to  his 
conftituents,  and  reft  his  hopes  of  their  future  favour  on  his 
confidence  in  their  approbation. 

Mr.  Grey  rofe  to  affert  what  he  faidj^^  he  ever  would  aflert,  Mr.Grey, 
as  often  as  th^  fubjeA  was  agitated,  that  no  i*\^X.'w\vaX«itN^.\ 
to  exercife  the  Rovul  authority,  indepeuAent  ol  x\\^  ;ix\\>w:k- 
VoL.XXV.      ^  '        sQ^  ^*^^^ 
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rity  of  Parliament,  had  been  claimed,  or  even  urged,  Hi^ 
right  honourable  friend  had  ftated  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that 
fuch  a  right  exifted,  but  he  had  expreffly  declared,  at  the 
time,  that  he  mentioned  it  merely  as  his  private  opinion, 
and  without  any  authority  whatever.  With  regard  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  determination  to  juftify  himfelf  to  his 
conftituents  for  his  conduft,  in  order  to  notify  which,  he  had 
thought  proper  to  rife  at  that  laft  ftage  of  the  buiinefs  to  de- 
fend the  bill;  the  honourable  gentleman  need  not  have  done 
fo,  fmce  the  lift  of  voters  which  had  been  printed,  might  have 
ftiewn  them  what  the  honourable  gentleman's  conduft  had 
been.  The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  had  now  given 
no  reafon  wliatever  for  his  having  fupported  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  unlefs  a  panegyric  on  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  could  be  called  a  reafon. 

The  bill  pafled,  and  was  ordered  to  be  carried  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  this  day. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  until 

Afonday,   ibtb  February, 

When  no  debate  occurred. 

Tuejdayy  1  ^th  Fehriiary. 

The  Houfe  only  received  accounts  and  petitions,  andthen 
adjourned  to 

Friday^  lOth  February. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  **  That  the  Houfe  adjourn 
^'  to  Tuefday  next," 

Before  the  Speaker  had  finifhed  putting  tlie  queftion, 
Mr.Vyner  Mr.  Vyner  rofe,  and  remarked,  that  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment to  Tuefday,  at  that  period  of  the  feilion,  when  wo  part 
of  the  public  bufinefs  was  gone  through,  without  a  finglc 
reafon  affigntd  in  juftification  of  fuch  adjournment,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  moft  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  pro- 
ceeding. He  could  eafily  guefs  iit  the  reafon  for  fo  fingular 
a  ftep,  and  if  he  was  right  in  his  conjedlure,  the  reafon  was 
a  moft  joyous  ,one  to  that  Houfe,  and  the  country  in  gene- 
ral, [Anuniverfal  cry  of  Hear!  hear!]  but  he  could  not 
help  wifhing  that  they  might  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  hear- 
ing the  reafon  ftated  by  fuch  high  authority  as  the  right  ho- 
'  nourable  gentleman,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  communi- 
cate it  to  their  conftitufints  with  confidence.       * 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  to 

I'uefday^  24th  February. 

When,  and  alfo  upon 
6 

ffcdtu(dayj 
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IVednefdayj  2^th  Fcbruarj/y 
No  debate  occurred, 

Tburfday^   26th  February , 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved  that,  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  Mr.  Piti 
Iiad  adjourned  to  Monday,  and  no  public  bufinefs  was  likely 
to  come  before  the  Houfe,  during  the  remaining  days  of  the 
week,  he   fliould  take  the  liberty   of  moving,  **  That  the 
5*  Houfe,  at  its  riling,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next.'* 
.   The  fame  was,  upon  the  queflion  put,  carried. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Monday y    2d  March. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  remarked,  that  it  fcarcely  appeared  Mr.  Pitt 
necefiary  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  the  late  interruptions  of 
public  bufinefs  had  been  occafioned  by  the  happy  circum- 
ftance  of  His  Majefty's  recovery.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
allow  as  much  time  to  confirm  that  recovery,  as  the  flate 
of  public  affairs  would  admit,  he  meant  to  propofe  a  ftiort 
adjournment,  to  which  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objeftion  ; 
and  therefore,  with  leave  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  move, 
"  Thar,  at  their  rifing,  the  Houfe  do  adjourn  to  Thurfday 
«  next." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  ncm.  con,  and  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed to 

l%urfdayj  ^th  March. 

Mr.  Chancellor  P;//  obferved,  that  the  prefent  happy  Ctu-  ^^I^r.  Piti 
ation  of  His  Majefty's  health  enabled  him  to  acquaint  the 
Houfe,  that  he  hoped  to  have  the  fatisfaflion  of  making  a 
communication  to  them  from  His  Majefty,  on  Tuefday 
next.  He  therefore  moved,  '<  That  the  Houfe,  at  its  rifing, 
*<  adjourn  to  Tuefday."     Agreed  to  ncm  cJt^!^t^ 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to 

Tuefday^   lOth  March, 

A  meflage  was  brought  by  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  Gentle- 
Bian  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod  : 

*^  Mr.  Speaker, 
"  The  Lords,  authorized  by  virtue  of  His  Majefty's  Com- 
^*  miflion,  defire  the  immediate  attendance  of  this  honourable 
<*  Houfe  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  commiffion 
«  read.'* 

Accordingly,  the  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  to  the 
Heufe  of  Peers.     And  being  returned, 

3  0^2  The 


484  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1789. 

The  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe,  at  the  defire  of 
the  Lords,  authorized  by  virtue  of  His  Majefty*s  commiffiony 
that  the  Houfe  might  hear  the  commiffion  read,  had  been  at 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  where  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  fitting,  with  feveral  other  Lords,  on  a  form, 
between  the  throne  and  the  woolfacks,  faid  to  the  efieft 
following : 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"  His  Majefty  not  thinking  fit  to  be  prefent  here  this  day 
''  in  his  Rqyal  perfon,  has  been  pleafed  to  caufe  a  commif- 
*^  fion  to  be  iflued  under  his  great  feal,  authorizing  and  com- 
<*  manding  the  Commiffioners  who  are  appointed  by  former 
*«  letters  patent  to  hold  this  Parliament,  to  open  and  declare 
*^  certain  further  caufes  for  holding  the  fame,  which  com- 
^^  miiTion  you  will  now  hear  read.** 

That  then,  the  faid  com  mi  (fion  being  read,  which  was  to 
the  purport  of  what  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  faid,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  as  one  of  the  Commiffioners,  made  i^  fpeech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament;  of  which,  the  Speaker  faid,  he 
had,  to  prevent  miftakes,  obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to 
the  Houle,  and  is  as  foUoweth,  viz. 

"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

"  In  obedience  to  His  Majefty's  commands,  and  by  virtue 
^'  of  both  commiffions  already  mentioned  to  you,  one  of 
*^  which  has  now  been*  read,  we  proceed  to  lay  before  you 
"  fuch  further  matters  as  His  Majefly  has  judged  proper  to 
"  be  now  communicated  to  his  Parliament. 

^'  His  Majefty  being,  by  the  bleflSng  of  Providence,  hap- 
**  pily  recovered  from  the  ievere  indifpofition  with  which  he 
*'  has  been  afflifled,  and  being  enabled  to  attend  to  the  public 
*^  affairs  of  his  kingdoms,  has  commanded  us  to  convey  to 
*'  you  his  warroeft  acknowledgements  for  the  additional 
*^  proofs  which  you  have  given  of  your  affectionate  attach- 
*^  ment  to  his  perfon,  and  of  your  zealous  concern  for  the 
"  honour  arid  interefts  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  and 
"  good  government  of  his  dominiofts. 

*'  The  interruption  which  has  neceffarily  been  occafioned 
*^  to  the  public  bufinefs  will.  His  Majefty  doubts  not,  afford 
*^  you  an  additional  incitement  to  apply  yourfelves,  with  as 
**  little  delay  as  poflible,  to  the  different  objects  of  national 
**  concern  which  require  your  attention. 

"  His  Majefty  has  likewife  ordered  us  to  acquaint  you 
"  that,  fince  the  clofe  of  thelaft  feffion,  he  has  concludM  a 
*^  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  with  his  good'  brother  the 
*^  King  of  Pruffia,  copies  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you; 
*'  that  His  Majefty's  endeavours  were  employed  during  the 

«  laft 
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<*  laft  fummer,  in  conjun(5tion  with  his  allies,  in  order  to 
**  prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  theextenfionof  hoftiliti.sin 
**  the  North,  and  to  manifcft  his  defire  of  effefling  a  gene* 
"  ral  pacification  ;  that  no  opportunity  will  be  negled^edon 
"  his  part  to  promote  this  falutary  obje6i;  and  that  he  has, 
"  in  the  mean  time,  the  fatisfa£lion  of  leceiving  from  all 
«  foreign  Courts,  continued  aflu ranees  of  their  friendly  dif- 
**  politions  to  this  country," 

**  Gentlemen  of  the'Houfe  of  Commons, 
"  Wc  are  commanded  by  His  Majerty  to  acquaint  yon, 
<*  that  the  eftimates  for  the  current  year  will  forthwith  be 
**  laid  before  you  ;  and  that  he  is  perfunded  of  yourreadinefs 
**  to  make  the  neceflary  provifions  for  the  feveral  brandies  of 
**  the  public  fervice.** 

"  My  Lord?,  and  Gentlemen,  "* 

"  We  have  it  particularly  in  charge  from  His  Majefly  to 
**  aflure  you,  that  you  cannot  fo  etFedlually  mee*;  the  moll 
^  eameft  wifh  of  His  Majeily's  lieart,  a^  by  perfevering  in 
"  your  uniform  exertions  for  the  public  welfare,  and  by  :m- 
**  proving  every  occaCon  to  promote  the  profperity  of  his 
**  faithful  People,  from  whom  His  Majefty  has  received  fuch 
"  repeated  and  affefling  marks  of  invariable  zeal,  loyalty, 
**  and  attachment,  and  whofe  happinefs  he  muft  ever  con- 
"  fider  as  infeparable  from  his  own," 

Earl  Gower  obferved  that^  under  the  full  convi6>ion  how  Earl 
little  he  was  entitled,  in  confcquence  of  his  limited  abili-  Gowcr. 
lies,  to  challenge  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  pub- 
lic fpeaker,  he  Ihould  have  remained  filent,  had  lie  not  been 
induced  by  the  happinefs  of  tlie  occafion,  to  utter  the  fen- 
timents  of  his  heart ;  a  heart  rejoicing  in  common  with  all 
thofe  6f  his  fellow-fubjefts ;  yet,  as  tlie  gladnefs  of  the  pre- 
fent  moment  was  not  only  felt  by  that  and  the  other  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  but  by  the  whole  nation,  he  was  under  no 
embarraiTment  in  rifing  to  congratulate  the  country  on  the 
happy  circumftance  of  His  Majefty's  recovery.  They  had. 
For  five  months,  been  in  the  ftate  of  an  interregnum,  from 
which  they  wtre  now  moft  fortunately  relieved.  Their  late 
melancholy  fituation  and  the  prefent  joyous  occafion  might 
be  compar»i  to  thofe  of  a  fliip  which  had  been  difmafted  by  a 
fudden  ftorm,  but  having  its  rudder  found  and  entire,  by 
failing  right  forward,  had  happily  entered  the  harbour.  He 
therefore  congratulated  his  fellow- fubjefts  on  the  pleafing 
profpeA  of  continuing  to  live  under  the  Iiappieft  and  the  beft 
of  Governments.  With  regard  to  the  other  topics  alluded 
to  in  the  Speech,  weighty  and  important  as  they  were,  con- 
fidered  with  a  view  to  their  connexion  with  the  great  inte- 

refts 
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refts  of  the  country,  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  light  and 
trivial,  compared  to  the  joy  of  the  prefent  occafion ;  and, 
therefore,  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  by  infifting  upon 
any  one  of  them,  but  content  himfelf  with  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to 
*'  return  His  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  the 
"  Speech  which  has  been  delivered,  by  His  Majefty's  com- 
**  mand,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

**  To  congratulate  His  Majefty  on  the  happy  event  of 
*^  His  Majefty's  recovery  from  his  late  indifpofition,  and  on 
*'  his  being  enabled  to  attend  to  the  public  affairs  of  his  king- 
*^  doins. 

"*  I'o  afliire  Mis  Majefty,  that  we  acknowledge,  with 
*'  the  moft  heartfelt  joy  and  gratitude^  the  goodnefs  of  Al- 
"  mighty  God,  in  reftoring  Wis  Majefty  to  the  wi flies  and 
"*  prayers  of  his  faithful  fubjecls ;  and  to  exprefs  our  earneft 
**  hope,  that  His  Majefty  may  long  continue  to  rule  over 
'  *'  an  afFeftionate  and  grateful  people. 

"  To  lay  before  His  Majefty  our  dutiful  acknowledge- 
"  ments  of  the  favourable  fenfe  which  he  entertains  of  our 
**  affectionate  attachment  to  His  Majefty's  perfon,  and  of 
*'  our  concern  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  crown,  and 
*'  the  fecurity  and  good  government  of  his  dominions. 

"  To  affure  His  Majefty,  that  it  ftiall  be  our  conftant  en*  1 
"  deavour  to  merit  His  Majefty's  good  opinion,  by  labour- 
*'  ing  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  People;  and  that  we 
*^  will  apply  ourfelves,  with  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  to  the 
*^  different  objedls  of  national  concern  which  require  our 
*«  attention. 

"  To  return  His  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  being 
**  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  dcfen- 
*'  five  alliance  between  His  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
**  to  be  laid  before  us. 

**  To  exprefs  our  fenfe  of  His  Majefty's  juft  r^ard  to  the 
**  interefts  of  his  fubjefls,  and  the  peace  of  Europe,  la  his 
*'  endeavours  to  prevent  the  extenfion  of  hoftilities  in  th« 
*'  North,  and  his  defire  to  effeft  a  general  pacification  :  and 
**  to  teftify  the  fatisfaflion  with  which  we  karn  that  His 
*'  Majefty  continues  to  receive  affurances  of  the  favourable 
*'  difpofitjon  of  the  other  Courts  of  Europe  towards  this 
*^  country. 

"  That  we  fliall  proceed  with  chearfulnefs  to  make  the 
*^  neceffary  provifion  for  the  feveral  branches  of  the  public 
"  fervice. 

"  That  we  obferve,  with  the  utmoft  gratitude,  the  pater- 
''  nal  expreffions  of  His  Majefty's  regard  for  the  happinefs 
'^  of  his  People,  w\\ofe*mv;xY\A\^feYv\A\xv^!cv\.^^^ 
''  and  attachment  to  H\s  ^'iiijt^^,  2.\^  ^xCxxssax^^  ^vv\;^^^- 
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**  finned  by  the  uniform  experience  of  His  Majeft/s  virtues, 
"  and  by  the  fenfe  of  the  bleffings  which  they  enjoy  under 
"  His  majefty's  aufpicious  Government." 

Mr.  Thrke  rofe  to  fecond  the  addrefs.     He  began  with      Mr. 
apologizing  for  his  incompetency  todojuftice  to  any  fub-    Yorkc. 
je&y  which  required  the  exertion  of  great  parliamentary  ta- 
lentSy  and  declared,  that  had  fuch  been  the  cafe  at  prefent, 
he  certainly  Ihould  not  have  prefumed  to  have  intrude;!  him- 
felf  upoathe  Houfe;  but,  the  fa<5l  being  diiFerent,  the  ap- 
prehenfions  he  might  otherwife  have  entertained,  were,  he 
owned,    confiderably   diminifhed.      Called   upon,    as  they 
were,  to  vote  an  addrefs  to   His   Majefty,  on  his   recovery 
from  a  fevere  indifpoGtion,  wliich  had  impreflcd  his  lubjedls 
with  the  mod  melancholy  fen  fat  ions,  every  man    mull  feel 
the  fincereil  joy,  and  the  moft  heartfelt  fatisfadlion.     He 
I  was  unwilling,  he  faid,  to  allude  to  any  thing  that  had  pafled 
in  former  debates,  that   could  revive  any  difference  of  opi- 
nion, or  tend  to  prevent  that  unanimity   which  ought,  in 
hisjudgcftnent,  to  didinguidi  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  on  that 
dav ;  but,  he  trufted  that  he  fliould  not  be  accufed  of  any 
difpoiltion  to  difiurb  the  harmony  which  every  man  muft 
wifli  fhould  prevail  on  fuch  an  occafion,  by  reminding  the 
Houfe,  that  they  had  reafon  to  congratulate  themfelves  on 
their  having  proceeded  with  more  caution  than  expedition, 
and  on  the  Aeady  and  zealous  attention  which  they  had  uni- 
formly ihewn  equally  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  preferve  th«  rights  of  the  People.     It  muft  alfo  be  ;* 
great  fource  of  exultation  to  them,  to  find  that  His  Majt-fty 
was  able,  on  his  return  to  the  exercife  of  the  duties  of  his 
office,  not  only  to  approve,  but  likewife  to  applaud  their 
proceedings.     After  pointing  out  other  grounds  of  fatisfac- 
tion  arifing  from  the  circumftances   of  the  moment,  Mr. 
Yorke  faid  that  he  would,  in  as  few  words  as  poflihle,  touch 
upon  the  other  topics  alluded  to  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech* 
It  was,  he   thought,   an  aufpicious  circumftance,  that   the 
fpeech    which    announced  His  Majefty's   happy  recovery, 
Ihould  be  the  firft  alfo  to  make  mention  of  a  moft  important 
foreign  alliance.     Nothing  on  the  fubjedl  of  popular  alli- 
ances had,  he  believed,  for  fome  years  been  ftated  in  a  fpeech 
from  the  Throne;  not  that  he  meant  to  impute  any  blame 
on  that  account  to  the  immediate  predeceffors   in  office  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  below  him,  or  10  any  Ml- 
nifters  during  any  part  of  the  period  to  which   he   alluded, 
but  merely  toobferve,  that   the  alliance  with   tlie  King  of 
Pruffia,  as  well  as  the  prefent  flourifliing  ftate  of  our  com- 
merce and  credit,  was,  in  liis  opinion,  a  proof  not  only  of 
the  wifdom  and  tajents  of  his  right  honourable    friend,    hiit 
wfthe  confidence  which  was  repofed  in  \um  b\  ^ox^\^  va- 
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tions,  as  well  as  by  the  people  of  this  country.     After  expa- 
tiating on  the  prpmifing   profpedl   to  be  drawn  from  thii    • 
circumftance,  Mr.  Yorke  faid  that  he  hoped  that  no  objec--  -' 
tion  would  be  made  to  that  part  of  the  fpeech  which  he  had 
juft  mentioned,  a!id  his  reafon  for  hoping  it  was,  that  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whom  he  then  faw  in  his 
place,  had  applauded  the  meafures-of  His  Mnjeily's  Mini- 
fters  refpefling  Holland,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  expreffly  fiated  that   he  approved   of  thole  meafures, 
under  the  expectation  that   His   Majefty's  Minillers  would 
not  re{\  there,  but  would  follow  up  the  Rertoration  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  his  autlioriry  with  fuch  alliances  with 
other  foreign  powers,  as    Ihould   heft  conduce  to  ftrengthen 
and  promote  the  interefts  of  Giieat  Britain.     Mr.  Yorke  de- 
clared that  the  addrefs  had  his  entire  approbation,  bectufe  he    j 
thought  that   no  language  could   be   too  ftrong   to  exprefs    f 
their  fenfe  of  His  Majelly's  difpofition  on  every  occafion  to    t 
manifeft  his  regard  to  the  Conftitution,  and  to  promote  the    c 
'  happinefs  of  all  his  fubje6^s.  t 

As  foon  as  the  addrefs  had  been  read  from  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Fox.      "Mr.    Fox  obferved,    that  he  was  far,    very  far,  indeed, 
from  rifing  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Houfe,  nor  of  dillurbing,  in  any  degree  whatfoever, 
the  harmony  which  all  muft  eagerly  defireto  find  prevailing 
on.  the  prefent  joyful  occafion.     He  declared,  that  he  trufted 
and  hoped  that  the  addre.s  would  be  carried  with  unanimity, 
and  that  it  would  pafs  ncmmc  contradiccntt'j  'but,   he  could  not 
avoid  remarking  that   the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc 
laft,  feemed  to  have  ftudiecl,  and  taken  confiderable  pains  to 
prevent,  if  it  were  pofTible,  that  unanimity  and  harmony  fo 
generally  to  be  defired  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  the  prefent,  and 
to  create  a  difference  of  opinion.     He  faw   nothing  in  His 
Majefty's  fpeech  which  feemed  liable  to  objeftion  ;   nor  was 
there  any  part  of  the  addrefs  open  to  an  exception.     He  had 
liftened  to  the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  addrefs,  with 
great  attention,  and  he  had  never  liftened  to  a  mover  of  an 
addrefs  with  more  fatisfaiS^ion.     The  noble  Lord'  had  not 
only  moved  it  with  great  ability,  but,  if  he  would  allow  him 
to  fay  fo,  in  a  manner  which  did  more  honour  to  his  heart 
than  his  head.     The  noble  Lord  had  moved  it  like  a  man  of 
underftanding,  becaufehe  had  exprefled  the  feelings  of  a  man, 
and  the  feelings  of  a  loyal  and  faithful  fubjeft  to  his  Sove- 
reign.    He  had  moved  the  addrefs  with  as  much  elegance  as 
he  had  ever  witneifed,  and,    in  his  mind,  with  as  much 
judgement.     The  noble  Lord  had  judicioufly  pafledover  the 
other  topics  ftated  iu  t\\e  ^peGc\\^V^c:^Mfe> undoubtedly,  every 
man  muft  feel  that  R\s  Mw^Qi^if  %t^cw^'^1  nh^s.  ^^  ^-wSSr* 
paramount  topic,  thvit  uW  ox\\eii^>  >«€\TgKt^  ^tlV^XEc^Jat^3i.'Ci\^^ 
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they  werd  in  themfelves,  appeared  light  and  trivial  in  com- 
parifon  to  it,  as  the  noble  Lord  had  well  hinted.  The  ho- 
houfoble  gentleman,  on  the  other  hand^  who  had  Seconded 
the  addreiSi  had  thought  proper  to  mingle  with  :he  congra- 
tulations of  that  Houl'e  on  the  happy  recovery  of  the  Sove- 
reign, praife  and  panegyrick  on  the  perfonal  conduct  of  the 
King's  Minifter.  On  fuch  a  day  as  that,  at  leaft,  Mr.  Foii 
laid,  he  conceived  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  been  kept  in  the  back  ground  by  his  friends,  in  order  to 
let  His  Majefty  ftand  forward  as  the  only  prominent  figure 
itt  the  pifture.  With  regard  to  the  expreflions  of  applaufe 
bellowed  on  Parliament  by  His  Majefty,  he  had  no  objeftion 
to  them,  becaufehe  thought  it  the  fort  of  language  which  it 
were  always  to  be  wiflied  His  Majefty  fhould  hold  to  his 
Parliament ;  but,  he  had  never  underftood  that  it  was  either 
fit  or  conftitutional  10  confider  fuch  applaufe,  as  applying 
to  the  conduft  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters,  in  tlie  particular 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fecondeil 
the  addrefs,  had  chofen  to  confider  it.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  he  fliould  fuppofe,  did  not  himfelf  fo  un- 
derftand  it;  and  the  reafon  why  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, he  prefumed,  did  not  lb  underftand  it,  was,  becaufe 
looking  upon  the  prefent  fpeech  from  His  Majefty,  as  he 
did  upon  all  other  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  as  the  fpeech 
of  theMinifter,  the  right  honourablegentleman,  he  conceived, 
would  not  fay  that  a  Minifter  ought  not  to  take  advantage 
of  fuch  a  vehicle,  and  by  fuch  means  praife  his  own  meaftires 
a  fecond  or  a  third  time.  He  did  not,  belldes,  believe  His 
Majefty  meant  to  fignify  any  fuch  opinion  of  the  late  pro- 
ceedings, as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  intimated,  and 
he  would  fairly  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  why  he  did 
not  think  it  poflible  for  His  Majefty  to  have  given  any  fuch 
opinion.  It  fell  to  his  Jot  to  know  from  authority,  that 
thofe  who  could  alone  inform  His  Majefty  of  the  realons  and 
grounds  of  the  different  opinior,s  and  doflrines  which  had 
been  formed  and  maintained,  had  not  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing his  Minifters  any  fuch  information,  and  he  knew  His 
Majefty*s  fenfeof  duty  and  regard  tojuftice  too  well,  to  be- 
lieve, that  without  any  explanation  on  thefubje<fi,  His  Ma- 
jefty would  decide?  his  opinion.  Mr.  Fox  added,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  pains  wiiich  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
obvioufly  taken  to  eftoft  fuch  a  purpofe,  the  honourable 
gentleman  ftioukl  not  prevent  Mm  fjoni  voting  for  tjie  ad- 
drefs; and  he  would  farther  tell  tlie  honourable  gentleman, 
that  it  was  not  only  unpa:liamep.tary  and  unconJtitutional, 
but  difloyal  in  the  higheft  degree  to  His  Majefty,  to  aflert, 
thnt  thoie  who  diiitr  in  opinion  from  Hu  M^x'xeVW^  VL\\\\- 
/fers,  and  oppofc  thvir  ny.ufures,  may  rvo*.  le  vx^;  tv\C'txe>vN  "^x.- 
Vol.  XXV.  c  I^  \kQX.\vii. 
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tached  to  tbe  Sovereign^  as  any  other  defcription  of  his  fitb- 
jeiSls  whatever.' 

The  addrefs  was  agreed  to  mm.  con.  And  it  was  ordered, 
"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  m  addrefs, 
*^  to  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  upon  the  {aid  refolution.* 

A  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  and  they  with- 
drew immediately  into  the  Speaker's  Chamber. 

It  was  alfo  ordered,  "  That  the  fpeech  of  the  Lords  Com- 
"  miffioners  appointed  by  His  Majefty  for  holding  this 
<<  Parliament,  and  for  opening  and  declaring  certain  farther 
<'  caufes  for  holding  the  fame,  to  botli  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
**  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee.'* 
jMarq.  of  The  Adarquh  of  Graham  now  rifing,  obferved,  that  the 
4&rahaai.  next  ftep  neceffary  for  the  Houie  immediately  to  take^  in 
order  to  make  their  proceeding  complete,  was,  to  vote  a 
meflage  to  Her  Majefty,  congratulating  her  on  the  recovery 
of  the  King.  The  Marquis  urged  the  intereft  which  Her 
Majefty  had  in  the  King's  recovery,  and  declared  that  her 
condufb  during  His  Majefly's  illnefs  had  been  fo  exemplary, 
and  fo  amiable,  that  it  had  excited  the  admiration,  not  only 
of  England,  but  of  all  Europe.     He  then  moved, 

*^  That  a  meflage  be  fent  from  this  Houfe  to  the  Queen, 
**  humbly  to  congratulate  Her  Majefty  on  His  Majefty's 
•^  happy  recovery,  in  which,  whilft  we  feel  the  fmcereft 
*'  fatisfa<Slion  on  the  behalf  of  the  Public,  we  alfo  cordially 
**  fympathize  in  the  part  which  Her  Majefty  cannot  but 
^\  peculiarly  take  in  fo  happy  an  event;  and  humbly  to  aflure 
'^  Her  Majefty^  that  we  always  rejoice  in  every  circumftance 
"  which  can  promote  Her  Majefty's  domeftic  felicity,  and 
^*  reward  thofe  exemplary  virtues  which  have  long  endeared  - 
*^.  Her  Majefty  to  the  nation." 

The  addrefs  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Himilton. 
JMr.  Fox.      Mr.  /b;ir  obferved,  that  it  was  impofllble  for  him  to  objeft 
againft  the  motion,  except  upon  the  ground,  that  he  believed 
it  to  be  perfe£lly  unufual.     He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that 
when,  on  a  former  occaiion,  an  attempt  was  made  on  His 
Majefty's  perfon,  which  had  alarmed  the  whole  nation  very 
rnuch,  and  drawn  forth  addrefles  from  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, and  all  parts  of  the  country,  no  addrefs  to  the  Queen 
had  been  thought  of,  though  Her  Majefty  was  undoubtedly 
as  much  interefted  in  that  event    as  in  the  prefent.     He  did 
not,  therefore,  know  upon  what  principle  it  was,  that  they 
were  now  to  addrefs  the  Queen,  which  would  not  extend 
much  farther.     This  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  all 
Europe  had  admired  the  Queen's  condu£l  during  His  Majefty's 
illnels,  there  was  anotlier  perfon,  whofe  condu£l  all  Europe 
had  alfo  adniired,  and  vvliofe  charadler  by  that  conda£l  had 
fteen  illuftrated;  and  \i^i  .\cc^\iueJ  additional  fplendor  and 

dv^nitv 
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difoity  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind.  If  Her  Majeft^  was  to 
be  aiddrefledi  he  tzw  no  reafon  why  the  Prince  of  Wales 
9li^t  not  to  he  addrefled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  anfweredy  that  if  he  underftood  the  Mr.  I 
right  honourable  gentleman  correfHy,  he  did  not  really  objeA 
to  the  addrefs,  but  doubted  whether  it  was  not  unufual  to 
addtefs  the  Queen  on  His  Maje(}y's  recovery.  He  appre- 
hended that  the  addrefs,  then  moved,  was  made  to  the 
Queen,  becaufe  there  were  precedents  for  fuch  an  addrefs 
on  their  Journals,  and  none  for  addrefles  on  fuch  occations^ 
.  to  any  other  branches  of  the  Royal  Family.  I^  there 
been  auiy  precedents,  he  faw  no  realon  why  an  addrefs  fhould 
not  be  voted  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  but  there  were  none 
fuch«  He  mentioned  the  precedent  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  when  Prince  George  of  Denmark  had  been  dangeroufly 
ill,  and  upon  his  recovery  that  Houfe  addrefled  the  Queen. 

The  addrefs  to  Her  Majefty  was  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  then  ordered, 

*^  That  the  Marquis  of  Graham,  Mr.  James  Hamilton, 
*^  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Belgrave, 
"  Mr.  Comptroller  of  the  Houfehold,  and  Colonel  Phipps^ 
"  do  attend  Her  Majefty  with  the  faid  meflage,* 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

fVidnefday^  \Ub  of  March. 

-Earl  Gower  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  on 
the  preceding  day,  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  be  prefented  to 
His  Majefty,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  addrefs 
accordingly,  which  they  had  direfled  him  to  report  to  tlie 
Houfe ;  .'ind  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  as  follows  : 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the 
King. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the 
**  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  affembled, 
•*  beg  leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  the 
"  fpeech  which  has  been  delivered,  by  your  Majefty's  com*' 
**  mand,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  and  to  congratulate 
**  your  Majefty  oh  the  happy  event  of  your  Majefty's  reco- 
**  very  from  your  late  indifpofition  and  on  your  being  enabled 
**  to  attend  to  the  public  affairs  of  your  Kingdoms. 

**  We  acknowledge  with  the  moft  heartfelt  joy  and  gra-  ^ 
"  titude,  the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God,  in  reftoring  your 
<^  Majefty   to    the    vvifhes   and    prayers    of  your   faithful 
«<  fubje61s  ;    and   earneftly   hope   that    your   Majefty.  may 
*^  long  con\inue  to  rule  over  an  afiedlionate   and  grateful 
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"  Permit  us  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  our  dutiful  ao 
^^  knowledgements  for  the  favourable  fenfe  which  your  Ma-» 
**  jefty  entertains  of  our  affeciionite  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
«  jefty^sperfon,  andofourconcern  for  the  honour  and  intereft 
«•  of  your  Crown,  and  the  fecurity  and  good  government  of 
^'  your  dominions. 

"  It  will  be  our  confiant  endeavour  to  merit  your  Majefty's 
*^  good  opinion,  by  hbouring  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
<*  your  People;  and  we  will  apply  ourfelvcs,  with  as  little 
*^  delay  as  pofllble,  to  the  different  objefls  of  national  con- 
^*  cern  which  require  our  attention. 

<*  We  befeech  your  Majefty  to  accept  our  humble  thanks, 
*^  for  being  gracioufly  pleated  to  order  a  copy  of  the 
<*  Treaty  of  l)efenfive  Alliance  between  your  Majcftv  and 
*^  the  Kmg  of  Pruffia  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  to  be  aflured 
^*  that  we  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your  Majefty'i  juft  regard 
^^  to  the  interefts  of  your  fubjedls,  and  the  peace  of  Europe, 
*^  in  your  endeavours  to  prevent  the  extenfion  of  hoftilities 
"  in  the  North,  and  your  defire  to  effe<ft  a  general  pacifi- 
"  cation.  We  learn  with  great  fatisfadlion,  that  your 
<*  Majefty  continues  to  receive  affurances  of  the  favour* 
<*  able  difpofition  of  the  other  courts  of  Europe  towards  this 
**  country. 

*'  We  fliall  not  fail  to  proceed,  with  cheerfulnefs  and  dif- 
*^  patch,  to  make  the  neceffary  provifion  for  the  feveral 
*^  branches  of  the  Public  fervice. 

**  We  fhould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves,  and  to  thofe  whom 
*<  we  reprefent,  if  we  did  not  teftify,  in  the  warmeft  manner, 
*^  the  gratitude  with  which  we  obferve  ihe  paternal  expreff.onj 
<^  of  your  Majefly's  regard  for  the  happinefs  of  your  People, 
<*  whofe  invariable  fentiments  of  zeal,  loyalty,  an<l  atta-h- 
<*  ment  to  your  Majefty  are  animated  and  confirmed  by  the 
<^  uniform  experience  of  your  Majefty's  virtues,  and  by  the 
*^  fenfe  of  the  bleflings  which  th^y  enjoy  under  your  Majefty's 
<^  aufpicious  Government." 

This  addrefs  was  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table, 
where  the  fame  was  again  read  and  agreed  to,  nsmine  contraJi- 
cente. 

The  Houfe  ordered,  that  the  faid  addrefs  be  prcfented  to 
His  Majefty,  by  fuch  Members  as  were  of  His  Majefty's 
moft  honourable  Privy  Council. 

1  he  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tiurjdayy  nth  of  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  feveral  petitions,  complaining  of  the  County  Eledlion 
A£t,  and  for  the  Houfe  lo  tcfolve  iifelf  into  a  Committee  of 
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Jie  fame,  tlie  Speaker  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Stanley  took  his 
leat  at  the  table. 

}Ar.  Crewe  mdved  a  rerolution,  '<  that  the  Chairman 
^  be  dirad^  to  aik  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU,  to  repeal  the  faid 

•*aa.»      ■ 

Mr.  Filmer  Hfinywood  remarked,  that  although  the  eaftern  Mr.    Fil 
divifion  of  the  county  of  Kent  had  not  prefented  any  petition   mcr  Ho- 
againft  tbebill,  he  had  a  letter  in  his  pocket  from  the  chair-  nywood. 
f9an  pf  the  quarter  feflions,  declaring,  that  it  was  the  general 
fenfe  of  all  the  Magillrates  of  that  divifion,  that  the  bill  ought 
to  be  repealed,  on  account  of  the  very  great  expence  and  in- 
convenience to  which  it  would  put  the  county. 

Mr.  Bearcrofi  obferved,  that  as  he  was  the  perfon  who      Mr. 
bad  the  honour  to  introduce  the  bill,  perhaps  it  would   fave  Bcarcroft 
the  Committee  tnuch  time  and  trouble,  when  he  declared, 
that  there  was  no  intention  whatever  to  make  an  oppofition 
to  the  buiinefs,  in  that  ftage  of  the  proceeding. 

Sir  Charles  Gould  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  sir  Char! 
be  was  inftru&ed  from  the  county  of  Radnor  to  fay,  that  Gould. 
the  Magillrates  of  that  county  obje&ed  to  the  bill  upon 
the  fame  principles,  and  were  as  anxious  for  its  repeal  as 
thofe  gentlemen  of  the  county  which  he  reprefenteJ,  (Breck- 
nock{nire)  and  from  whom  he  had  prefented  a  petition  the 
preceding  day. 

Mr.  Rolle  obferved,  that  he  was  one  of  the  firft  to  oppofe  Mr.Rolh 
the  bill  when  in  its  progiefs  through  the  Houfe,  but  although 
he  had  no  petition  to  prefent  againft  it  from  his  conftituents, 
he  knew  it  to  le  the  general  fenfe  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
County  of  Devonj  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  repealed ;  and, 
therefore,  he  agreed  with  the  houourable  gentleman  over  the 
way  in  the  motion  which  he  had  made,  "  to  refolve  that 
*'  the  Chairman  afk  leave  of  the  Houfe  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
««  repeal  the  faid  aft." 

Mr.  Stanley  reported  that  the  Committee  had  defired  him 
to  make  a  motion. 

It  was  then  moved,  "  that  the  report  be  now  received,** 
which  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Stanley  moved  *'  for  leave  to 
♦*  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  faid  aft,"  which  upon  the 
queftion  being  put,  was  ordered. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday,  i  yb  of  March. 

Lord  Courtoun  reported  His  Majefty's  anfwer  tO\  the 
addrefs  of  that  Houfe  of  Tuefday  laft,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

**  Gentlemen, 

<*  I  thank  you  moft  cordially  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful 
y  addrels. 
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<*  Your  warm  expreffions  of  congratulation^  and^thefignal  r 

*'  proofs  which  I  have  repeatedly  received  of  the  lincere  and  r 

*^  afFedlionate  attachment  of  my  faithful  Commons,  and  of  c 

*^  the  nation  at  large^  havie  made  an  impreflion  on  my  mind,  - 
"  which  no  time  will  ever  efface." 

The  Houfe  adjourned, 

Saturday^  14th  of  jMarch. 

The  Marquis  of  Grabam  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  tlic 
gentlemen  appointed  to  attend  Her  Majefty  with  the  congm-    • 
tulatory  meflbge  of  the  Houfe,  had  attended  Her  Majefty 
accordingly,  and  that  Her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay  : 

"  Gentlemen, 

«  I  am  extremely  fenfible  of  this  (jgnal  mark  of  duty  to 
«  the  King,  and  attention  to  me,  from  the  Houfe  of  Com-    . 
<^  nions. 

«  The  anxiety  (hewed  by  all  ranks  of  people,  during  His  j 
*'  Majefty's  illnefs,  and  the  joy  on  his  recovery,  muft  be  a  1 
«*  Lifting  proof  of  the  loyalty  and  affedion  of  a  grateful  and  | 
<*  free  People."  | 

Secretary        When  the  Secretary  at  War  prpfented  the  army  eftimates, 

at  War,    he  obfcrved,  that  the  preflTure  of  time  was  fuch,  in  coufequence 

of  the  late  unavoidable  delay  of  public  bulinefs,  that  he  hoped 

tlie  Houfe  would  have  no  objeflion  to  take  the  army  eftimates 

into  conlideration  upon  the  enfuing  Monday. 

GcncraU        General  i?^r^e?y«<?  remarked,  that  whilft   he  fully  aflen ted 

Burgoyne.  to  the  declaration  that  the  preffure  of  time  was  great 'and  ua- 

avoida^le,  he  could  not  avoid  expreffmg  his  opinion,  that,  as 

notice  had  been  given,  that  the  navy  eftimates  would  be  fub- 

mitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  on  Monday,  it  would 

be  altogether  unprecedented  to  take  the  army  eftimates  into 

confideration  on  the  fame  day.     He  therefore  trufted,  that 

the  right  honourable  Baronet  would  delay  the  confideration 

of  the  army  eftimates  till  Tuefday. 

Secretary        The  Secretary  at  fVar  anfwered,  that  the  army  eftimates 

at  War.    muft  be  taken  into  confideration  in  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

and  a  Committee  of  Supply,  according  to  the  forms  of  thp 

Houfe,  could  not  fit  on  Tueiday.     He  believed,  beftdes,  that 

if  they  waited  till  the  next  Supply  day,  (Wedncfday)  the 

Mutiny  Bill  could  not  pafs  in  time,  and  the  votes  on  ijie 

navy  eftimates  would  be  merely  the  number  of  feamen  for 

the  current  year.     Th'^  notice,  therefore,  was  agreed  to, 

Monday^  iblh  of  Afar  ch. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hopkins,  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  and  the 
miwy^  army^  ?.nd  criuTAC^  e?Cvtv\^X^'^WNvv\'j^  b^en  referred  to 
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the  faid  Comquttee^  a  fhort  converfation  took  place,  upon 
the  propifiecy  of  TOtin^  the  eilimates  altogether,  between 
Sir  Grey  C<K>per»  the  Secretary  at  War,  Sir  William  Molef- 
wotth.  General  Burgoyne,  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  obfervec!,  that  although  he  was  ready  to  Sir  Grc] 
acknowledge,  that  the  preflure  of  time  was  urgent,  and  that  Cooper. 
theneceffity  of  voting  fuch  parts  of  the  eftimates  as  had  any 
reference  to  the  Mutiny  Bill  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  made  the 
cafe  extremely  different  from  the  ordinary  circumflances  of 
former  feffions ;  yet,  conceiving  that  the  part  of  the  eftimatea 
of  the  army  which  referred  to  guards  and  garrifons,  was  the 
only  part  involved  in  the  confideration  of  the  Mutiny  Bill, 
he  hoped  that  no  more  of  the  eftimates  would  be  voted  that 
day,  as  the  other  parts  of  the  eftimates  did  not  prefs  for 
difpatch,  and  it  was  altogether  unufual  to  have  the  army 
eftimates  laid  on  the  table  on  a  Saturday,  and  the  Houfe 
called  upon  to  vote  tliem  on  a  Monday.  Sir  Grey  added, 
that  he  underftood  there  was  fome  differetice  in  the  plantation 
eftimate  refpedling  the  force  in  India  ;  and  that  Wednefday 
would  be  early  enough  to  vote  the  eftimates  fo  as  to  pafs  the 
Mutiny  Bill  in  time,  as  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply  might  be  reported  on  Thnrfday,  and  the  Mutiny  Bill 
riot  being  a  Money  Bill,  be  brought  in  the  fame  day,  and 
pafied  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  or  two. 

The  Secretary  at  IVar  trufted,  that  it  was  needlefs  for  him  Secretary 
to  declare,  that  he  did  not  feel  the  moft  diftant  wifh  to  prefs  at  War. 
the  Committee  to  vote  any  part  of  the  eftimates,  without 
further  and  more  mature  con^deration,  excepting  only  fuch 
parts  as  were  connected  with  the  Mutiny  Bill,  unlefs  it  lliould 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  then  to  vote  them.  He 
had  therefore  no  objcdlion  to  wave  voting  any  fuch  heads  as 
mljht  appear  to  require  further  difcufilon,  and  was  extremely 
ready  to  give  every  gentleman  the  fuHeft  fatisfaftion  as  to 
any  part  of  the  eftimatej;  that  fliould  be  thought  to  call  for 
explanation.  With  regard  to  the  eftimate  for  India,  there 
was  no  ditFerence  whatever,  as  to  the  general  force  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  but  tlie  alteration  merely  went  to  the  re- 
cruiting fervice,  and  gave  power  to  change  a  regiment  of  in- 
fantry into  cavalry,  which  would  coftno  more  than  three  or 
four  hundred  pounds. 

Sir  fViLiam  Molefivorth  obferved,  that  there  was  fome  part  Sir  \Vm 
of  the  ordnance  eftimate  extremely  inioortant,  and  well  wor-    Molcf- 
thy  of  attention.     He  hoped  and  trufted,  therefore,  that  the    worrU. 
Houfe  would  not  vote  away  fo  large  a  fum  as  40,000!.  wilh- 
oiu  farther  confideration. 

General  Bur^oyricfdw  no  reafon  for  hurrying  thofe  parts  of  Genen', 
the  eftimates,  which  were  not  ybiblutely  urgi-nt  to  be  voted,  Burgovr. 

on 
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oii  account  of  t{ie  Mutiny  BilK  He  (hould  fhitik  that  Wcd- 
nefday  was  too' early  a  day  to  take  themintoconCderarion,  and 
as  it  was  ufiial,  when  they  had  not,  by  the  pedtiliar  circum- 
ilances  of  the  feffion,  been  fo  much  prcffed  for  time,  to  have 
the  eftimates  lie  upon  the  table  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight, 
before  they  were  fubmitted  to  be  vot^d,  he  (hould  imagine 
that  more  than  four  days  ought  to  be  allowed  in  the  prefent 
inftance. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  the  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  when 
Mr.  Mt.  Hopkins. {}i?iieA  the  nature  of  the  navy  fervice,  and  \Xi 

Hopkins,  requifitions  for  the  current  year,  and  after  having  explained 
all  the  circumftances  of  the  fubjedl,  moved, 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  twenty 
"  thbufand  feamen  be  voted  for  the  year  1789,  including 
"  3860  marines,"  and 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  four 
<'  pounds  per  month,  for  thirteen  months,  be  iffued  for  the 
*^  pay  of  the  faid  twenty  thoufand  feamen,  including  ordnance 
^^  for  the  fea  fervice.* 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  moved,  ' 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  number 
**  of  land  forces,  including  1620  invalids,  amounting  to 
<*  1 7,4^8  effeftive  men,  Commiffion  and  Non-CommifSon 
**  Officers  included,  be  employed  for  the  vear  1789.** 

"  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  658,6521.  19s.  id.  be 
*^  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
"  the  faid  forces,  for  guards,  ganifons,  Sec.  for  1789.*' 

*^  3^5>9^S^'  8s*  9^-  ^^*"  ^^^®  forces  and  garrifons  in  the 
V  plantations,  and  Gibraltar.'* 

"  2,891!.  IIS.  ?d.  for  making  good  the  deficiency  on  the 
**  charge  of  a  difference  between  the  Britifti  and  Irifti  efta- 
<*  blifhments  of  feveral  regiments  and  cr^mpanies  of  foot. 
*^  8,2451.  los.  id.  for  defraying  the  ditference  between  the 
^^  charge  of  the  Britifli  and  Iriih  eftabJifhments,  of  feven  re- 
"  giments  of  foot,  ferving  in  North  America  and  the  Weft 
"  Indies,  for  365  days,  from  the  251)1  of  December,  1788,  to 
*^  the  25th  of  December,  1789.*' 

"  ii?43SJ*  '2s.  TOtU  for  pay  neceiTiry  to  be  advanced  to 
**  one  regiment  of  light  drngoon*^,  and  nine  battalions  of" 
•^  foot,  for  fervice  in  the  l-'afl;  fiulies.'* 

"  1,023!.  IIS,  icd.  for  making  good  the  deficiency  on 
"  charge  of  tlie  full  pay  of  fiipcrnumerary  officers  for 
<^  1789." 

*^  10,8711.  T4S.  loul.  for  defraying  the  charge  of  full 
"  pay  to  fupernumerarv  officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces  for 
"  1789." 

"  6409!. 
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'■  «  6409I.  8b.  for  the  pay  of  the  General  and  Staff  oflSccrs  of 
«  Great  Britain,  for  1789.'* 

**  (>3>^43U  Ss.  for  allowances  to  Pay  Matter  General, 
■•  Secretary  at  War,  Commiffary  General,  Judge  Advocate, 
•*  Comptroller  of  Accounts,  their  Deputies,  Clerks,  together 
"  with  Exchequer  fees  and  poundage." 

**  172,7871.  5s.  5d.on  account  of  reduced  officers  of  His 
"  Majefty's  land  forces  and  marines,  for  1789. 

"  212K  14s.  7d.  for  defraying  allowances  to  feveral  offi- 
"  cers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  Horfe 
^  Guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentlemen  of 
**  the  four  troops  of  Horib  Guards  for  1789." 

"  3>392l.  14s.  2d.  on  account  of  the  feveral  officers  late  in 
"  the  fervice  of  the  States  General,  for  1789.'* 

**  5^,0921.  los.  od.  on  account  of  reduced  officers  of  His 
**  Majefty*s  Britifti  American  forces  for  1789." 

<•  4,907K  los.  od.  for  allowances  to  feveral  reduced  offi- 
"  cers  of  His  Majefty*s  American  forces.** 

**  9,943!.  3s.  3d.  for  penfions  to  widows  of  commiffion 
**  oflScers,  and  the  expences  attending  the  fame." 

"  177,4651.  OS.  8d,  for  the  in  and  out  penfioners  of  Chel* 
«  fca  Hofpital  for  1789.'' 

"  400ol,  OS.  od.  on  account  of  expences  of  new  roads, 
*  buildings,  and  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of  North  Bri- 
^  tain.'* 

.  In  thecourfeof  voting  thefe  refolutions, 

■  Tlic  Secretary  at  fVar  obferved,  that  if  there  was  no  parti-  Secrctar 
cnlar  objedlion,  he  could  wifh  that  the  Committee  fliould  at  War 
vote  the  plantation  eftimate,  as  there  was  no  other  difference 
in  it,  from  the  eftimate  of  laft  year,  than  that  which  he  had 
inentioned  refpefling  recruiting  the  regiment  of  cavalry  in 
India. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  prefs  his  ob-  Sir  Grc 
je&ions,  if  it  was  the  wifli  of  Government  to  vote  the  Cooper 
plantation  eftimate  immediately. 

The  Secretary  at  PVar  anfwered,  that  he  conceived  thefe  Secretar 
was  no  ohje£lion  offered  to  any  part  of  the  plantation  eftimate ;  at  War 
and  if  that  was  the  cafe,  being  in  the  Comiiiittee,  why  fhould 
not  the  eftimate  be  voted,  without  giving  the  Committee  the 
trouble  of  fitting  again,  merely  to  vote  an  undifputed  efti- 
mate. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  obferved,  that  he  did  not  conceive  the  C.  Firz 
eftimate  to  be^fo  free  from  objeftion  as  the  right  honourable  patrick. 
gentleman  appeared  to  imagine.  It  was  allowed  on  all  hands, 
that  the  ufual  form  of  proceeding  had  been,  to  let  the  eftimates 
lie  upon  the  table  for  fome  days  before  they  were  voted, 
and  that  nothing  but  the  preffure  of  time,  occafioned  by  th^ 
fmgular  circumftances  of  the  feffion,  juftified  the  voting  aay 
'Vol-  XXV,  3  S  part 
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part  of  them  fo  fuJ4enly  as  it  was  intended  to  do.  He  there- 
fore imagined  that  they  ought  to  adhere  as  clofe  to  their  ufual 
forms  ot  proceeding  as  they  could,  and  not  vote  fuch  parts 
of  the  eftimates  immediately  as  were  unconneded  with  the 
ihutiny  bilL 
IMr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ohferved  that,  in  point  of  form,  if 
they  referred  to  the  journals,  gentlemen  would  find  that 
there  was  no  fixed  rule  of  proceeding,  but  that  the  forms  of 
voting  the  eftimates  in  refpedl  to  the  time  that  they  laid  upon 
the  table,  previous  to  their  being  voted,  was  varied  as  often 
as  the  occafion  for  difpatch  differed.  The  fame  queftion  had 
been  agitated  the  preceding  feffion,  and  the  fadl  had  been  found 
to  be  as  he  had  ftated  it ;  but,  although  he  was  ready  to 
confefs  that  there  was  no  preflure  in  point  of  time  refpefling 
the  voting  fuch  parts  of  the  eftimates  as  were  not  connedted 
with  the  mutiny  bill,  gentlemen  were  exceedingly  miftaken 
if  they  thought  there  was  nothing  of  convenieiKe  in  voting 
them  with  as  little  delay  as  poffible.  He  reminded  the  Com* 
mittee,  that,  from  unavoidable  caufes,  they  began  the  fef- 
fion at  a'  late  time  of  the  year,  and  that  the  fubje£t  upon 
whicli  they  were  talking  had  been  fully  difcuffed  and  deter- 
mined, previoufly  to  the  expiration  of  the  laft  feffign. 

The  army  refolutions  were  voted, 

Mr,  Aldridge  opened  the  Ordnance  Eftimates,  and  pro- 
pofed  moving  fuch  parts  only  as  referred  to  the  mutiny  bill. 
Mr,  Aldridge  moved, 

"  220,5761.  15s.  8d.  for  the  charge  of  the  ordnance  of  the 
"  office  of  ordnance  and  land  fervice,  for  1789." 

"  9620I.  osh  od.'  for  pay  of  five  companies  of  military  ar- 
"  tificers,  for  1789." 

The  fame  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  received  upon  the  morrow. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  was  then  adjournetl. 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  account  of  Exchequer  bills  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  which,  upon  the  c|ueftion  being 
put,  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefday^  ijth  MarcK 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  Lord  Newhaven  s 
motion,  he  moved,  after  fome  (hort  explanatory  remarks, 

<^  That  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  public  debts^  as 
*^  they  flood  at  the  receipt  of  His  Majefty's  Exchequer  on 
*^  the  5th  of  January,  1789,  with  the  annual  intereft  and 
<^  other  charges  payable  thereon,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe.'' 

The  motion  paffed  in  the  negative. 

He  next  moved  for  "  Au  cvccowux.  ol  ci\iX^.;j.vAxei^  ddbts  on 
*^  ih^  5th  of  January,  il?>S"' 
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**  An  account  of  the  arrer:r3  of  land  taxes." 

**  An  acecpunt  of  the  grofs  and  neat  produce  of  all  the 
"  taxes." 

"  An  account  of  the  produce  of  land  and  malt,  for 
«  1786." 

**  An  account  of  piantation  duties." 

"  An  account  of  fines  and  forfeitures." 

**  A  ftateof  the  cafh  recount  of  the  cuftoms." 

The  Report  of  the:  Committe  of  Supply  having  been 
brought  up  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  the  fame  was  read  a  firft  time, 
and,  upon  the  queftion  that  the  refolution,  '«  That  20,000 
"  feamenbe  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,"  be 
read  a  fccond  time, 

Mr  Derapfter  moved,  "  That  the  part  of  the  King's 
**  fpeech  which  referred  to  the  pacific  aflurances  which  His 
**  Majefty  had  the  fatisfaflion  of  receiving  from  all  foreign 
"  Courts  refpefling  this  country,  might  be  read.*'  The  fariie 
having  been  read  accordingly, 

Mr,  Dempjiir  expreffed  his  apprehenfions,  left  the  number  Mr. 
of  feainen  ftated  in  the  refolution  fliould,  upon  examination,  Dcmpftc 
prove  to  be  two  thoufandmorethan  the  number  voted  laftyear, 
and  therefore  he  h^d  given  his  nei^aiive  to  the  refolution, 
when  the  queftion  had  been  put  upon  it,  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply.  Being  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  ftrifteft 
oeconomy,  in  time  of  peace,  could  enable  this  country  to 
retrieve  her  refources,  and  empower  her  to  fu;?port  herfelf 
when  involved  in  a  war,  he  could  not  help  thinking  the  vot- 
ing two  thoufand  additonal  feamen  an  extravagant  wafte  of 
the  public  money.  Without  the  ftriftcft  ccconomy  it  was 
impoflible  to  expedl  that  the  People  could  be  relieved  from 
the  heavy  load  of  taxes  with  which  they  were  burthencd  ; 
much  lefs  enabled  to  continual  appropriating  a  million  a  year 
to  the  diminution  of  the  public  debt.  Mr.  Dempfter  added, 
that  he  had  liftened  with  great  attention  to  His  Majefty's 
fpeech,  and  it  had  given  him  infinite  pleafure  to  learn  from 
that  high  authority,  that  we  weie  declared  to  be  in  perfefk 
peace,  and  that  His  Majefty  had  the  fatisfaction  of  receiv- 
ing from  all  foreign  Courts  continued  aflurances  of  their 
friendly  difpofitions  to  this  country.  That  being  the  fa6V, 
he  faw  no  reafon  whatever  for  voting  the  additional  two  thou- 
fand feamen;  for,  furely,  if,  as  had  been  ftated  the  pre- 
ceding day,  about  thirteen  hundred  were  wanted  for  the  Haft 
Indies,  and  a  few  additional  hundreds  tor  the  Mediterranean, 
they  might,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  be  fpared  out  of 
the  eighteen  thoufand  voted,  as  they  were,  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Mi*.  Dempfter  rem^i'-ked,  that  if  the  additional 
vote  were  for  one  year  only,  it  would  ceitainly  leflTen  his  ob- 
jection^  hut  not  otbcrwiie, 

3  S   2  >*\t. 
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Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  having  premlfed  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  himfelf  recolle£bed  fo  much  of  what  bad  pafled 
upon  the  fubjeft  on  the  preceding  day,  as,  with  great  accu- 
racy, to  ftate  that  the  reafons  aiBgned  for  the  additional  two 
thoufand  feamen,  were,  that  about  1300  were  wanted  for 
the  Eaft  Indies,  and  about  700  for  the  Mediterranean,  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  plain  that  the  two  thoufand  feamen,  fo 
wanted,  could  not  be  had  without  voting  them,  unlefsthey 
were  taken  from  feme  other  fervice.  With  regard  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  general  declaration  refpefling  oeco- 
nomy,  no  perfon  could  carry  his  notions  on  that  head  farther 
than  he  did.  He  wiflied,  on  all  occafions,  to  fave  money 
for  the  public,  where  it  could  be  wifely  faved  ;  but,  the  beft 
ceconomy  which  any  country  could  prafiife  in  time  of  peace, 
was  to  keep  up  fuch  a  force,  and  take  fuch  meai'ures  of  de- 
fence, as  ihould  be  moft  likely  to  infure  its  duration.  It  was 
with  this  view  tliat  the  prefent  additional  two  thoufand  fea* 
men  had  been  propofed,  becaufe  while  the  country  kept  up  a 
moderate,  but  neceffary,  force  for  its  defence,  it  was  the  lefs 
likely  that  any  other  country  would  be  tempted  to  difturb  it 
by  hoftility. 
Mr.  Mr.  Hiiffey  ohfervedi  that  the  trueft  ceconomy  difcovered 

Huiiey.    itfelf  in  not  obje£ling  to  fome  little  neceflary  expence,  if  the 
Houfe  could  reft   fatisfied  that  the  money  afked  for  would 
be  money  well  laid  out.     But,  had  the  Houfe  any  informa« 
tion  before  them,  to  enable  them  to  pafs  a  judgement,   that 
•  the  money  which  they  were  now  called  upon  to  vote,  would 

be  money  well  laid  out  ?  If  that  could  be  declared  to  their 
fatisfadlion,  he  owned  lie  ftiould  not  grudge  the  additional 
expence.  7  he  navy  was,  with  him,  and  with  the  public, 
a  favourite  {ervice;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  would  aik 
the  right  honoiirable  gentleman  whether  he  could  fay,  in 
looking  forward  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  that  this  ad- 
ditional eftabliftiment  plight  be  provided  for,  without  ira- 
pofing  additional  burdens  on  the  People,  or  without  endan- 
gering the  annual  provilion  of  a  million  to  be  applied  in  di- 
minution of  the  national  debt.  His  Majefty's  Minifters  muft 
know  much  better  than  they  could,  whether  the  additional 
expence  now  about  to  he  incurred,  was  neceflary  ;  and  if  the 
fervants  of  the  Crown  would  fay  that  it  was  neceilary,  per^ 
haps,  it  might  well  become  the  Houfe  to  fubmit;  but,  ftiil 
they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  that  it  could  be  provided  for,  either 
out  of  the  furplus  monies,  or  favings,  or  in  fome  other  way, 
without  occafioning  the  nectfTity  of  new  taxes.  The  pre- 
fent, moft  certainly,  was  the  time  for  afking  queftions,  bc- 
becaufe  it  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  their  votes  of  fup- 
ply,  when,  upon  every  con  fid: ration,  the  Houfe  ought  to  be 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied  that  thtf  wer^  not  taifing  a  ground  for  laying  upon 
the  PcippTe  additional^  and  adlually  needlefs,  burdens. 

Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  anfwered  that  the  ftate  of  the  reve-  Mr.  Pi 
nue  would; come  under  confideration  in  its  regular  courfe  at 
tame  future  period,  and  be  would  not  then  foreAall  the  dif- 
cuflion.  of  this  fubjedt ;  but,  he  held  that  whatever  was  the 
ftate  of  the  reveuuei  the  Houfe  ought  to  prefer ve  the 
means  of  defence,  fo  a3  to  manifeft  that  they  were  capable 
of  preparing  to  repel  any  attack,  fliould  fuch  be  made  at 
any  moment.  At  the  fame  time  the  revenue  Hiould  cer- 
tainly be  kq)t  up  to  the  enabllfliments,  and  by  all  means  fo 
as  to  yield  the  million  ,to  be  applied  in  diminution  of  the 
national  debt. 

The  rcfolutions  relative  to  the  Navy  were  then  agreed 
to. 

General  Burgoync  opened  his  fpeech  with  the  obfervation  Gcncr 
that  tlie  army  eflimates  were  not  exaftly  tlie  fame  as  during  Burgoy 
the  laft  year,  inafmuch  as  the  two  regiments  of  life  guards, 
which  conlHtuted  the  houiehold  troops,  had  been  reduced, 
and  altered.  The  alteration  might  be  proper;  but  there 
was  one  circumftance  which  ft  ruck  him  as  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  indeed,  fo  much  fo,  that  he  could  fcaicely  believe  it, 
and  that  might  be  traced  in  the  fituation  of  tiie  reduced  ofE- 
cers.  He  had  heard  that  they  not  only  had  their  pay,  but 
that  they  were  allowed  the  power  of  felling  their  commif- 
,  fions.  This  power  he  confidered  in  {o  extraordinary  a 
light,  that  neither  upon  an  oeconomical  or  a  military  ground 
could  he  account  for  it,  or  even  reconcile  it  to  any  princi- 
ple, of  policy  or  reafon.  By  giving  every  officer  a  rail  leave 
to  fell  his  commiffion,  every  officer  had  a  power  of  entail- 
ing the  perpetuity  of  his  pay  on  the  country;  and  this,  be- 
caufe  that  whenever  a  gentleman,  holding  one  of  thofe 
commiflions,  found  his  conftitution  fail,  he  had  nothing  to 
do,  but  to  fell^  and  his  fuccefTor  would  come  into  the  non- 
entity of  an  enfigncy,  lieutenantcy»  or  whatever  rank  the 
commiffion  might  give.  The  general  contended,  that  any 
gentleman,  who  wifhed  to  fee  a  favourite  fon  in  a  red  coat 
might  purchafe  one  of  thefe  cornetcies  for  him,  and  then  a 
lieutenantcy,  and  fo  on  up  to  high  rank,  xvhich  the  fon 
might  thus  reach  and  attain  without  ever  feeing  a  foldier,  or 
even  knowing  the  nature  of  a  firelock.  He  ridiculed  this 
idea  of  making  officers  who  would  be  faved  from  the  dan- 
ger of  all  the  fatigues  which  thofe  who  went  into  actual 
fervice  encountered.  If  the  cafe  were  as  he  had  heard  it 
was,  nothing  could  fave  the  country  the  expence  caufed  by 
the  exiftence  of  tliefe  comcniffioners  but  apoplexies  and 
fuddcn  deaths.  The  general  next  adverted  to  the  taking 
away  Lord  -Lothian's  regiment,  which  he  confidered  as  dil- 

gracing 
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which  he  had  flated,  and  the  inferences  which  he  had  drawn 
from  it»   and  he  would  tell  the  honourable  General  in  a  few 
words,  and  as  clearly  as  he  could,  why  he  did-  fo  difier. 
The  honourable  General   had  faid  that  all  mankind  had 
agreed,  that  the  Marquis  of  Lothian  had  been  dirmifled  the 
fervice.     He  muft  anfwer  from  fuch  gnmndsas  he  had  in  his 
poflVfSon,  and  thoi'e  grounds  did  not  warrant  any  fuch  pro- 
pofition.    The  Marquis  had  not  been  difmifled,  but  what 
had  happei^ed,  came  within  the  cafe  of  an  officer  removeJ 
fvom  one  regiment  to  another,  and  nothing  more ;  nay,  the 
ground  on  which  the  noble  Marquis  had  declined  the  regi- 
ment which  had  been  offered  him,  proved  that  this  was  ac- 
tually the  cafe.     Whatever  difficulty  therefore,  occurred  in 
the  arrangement,  it  r.rofe  from  the  noble  Marquis  himfelf. 
In  concluiion,  Sir  George  referred  to  the  cafe  of  Colonel 
Acourt,  and  General  Conway,  and  obfervcd,  that  ahhough 
they  had  loft  their  regiments,  they  were  not  difmifled  from 
the  fervice. 
Colonel       Colonel  Phipps  remarked,  that  as   a   military  man,   he 
Phipps,   could  not  remain  Client,  under  the  fuppofition  appearing  to 
have  been  entertained  by  the  honourable  General  (Burgoyne) 
that  the  conduA  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  adminiitration 
fide  of   the  Houfe,   could  dtferve  the  harfh    imputations 
which  had  been  uied.     It  was,    the  Colonel   faid,    at  all 
times  p«linful  to  enter  into  difcuflions  which  referred  to  the 
perfonal  condudt  of  any  man  ;  but  the  charafters  of  officert 
were  fo  peculiarly  tender,   that  he  could  not  help  being  fur- 
prized  to  hear  fuch  vef  y  ftrong  expreffions  ufed,  on  fuch  a 
fubjeft,  by  a  military  man ;  and  more  efpecially  when  he 
confidered  wha  t)  at  military  man  was,  and  the  particular 
circumftances  i*'  his  own  condudt.     All  which  the  honour- 
able General  had  faid  relative  to  the  houfehold   troops,  he 
confidered  as  merely  calculated  to  introduce  his  real  purpofe 
with  the  better  grace,  and  to  create  an  appearance  that 
what  the  honourable  General  had  chofen  to  obferve  refpeA- 
ing  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  was  not  the  fole  objeft  for 
which  he  had  rifen.     Having  lalt  year  delivered  his  fenti- 
mems   refpefling  the  houfehold  regiments,  he  would  not 
now  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  repitition  of  his  argument. 
The  topic  had  been  fully  difcufled  at  the  time.     But  with 
regard  to  the  cafe  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  he  would  go 
farther  in  reviewing  it  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
behind  him,  and-would  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that  his  dif- 
miffion  was  no  difgrace,  but  warrantable,  even  if  it  yttrt 
on  the  grounds  of  an  offenfive  political   condudt/-  -The 
Marquis  of  Lothian  was  to  be  confidered  as  having  ^ed  in 
a  double  capacity;    not  merely  mrlitatily  hs  an  officer  of 
cavalry,  but  \a  a  c\n\\  c^iip^xul'^^  tA  uu  officer  of  the-Obiirt, 
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perfenaUy  employed  about  His  Majefiy  as  a  ftate  attendant. 
Might  not  His  Majefty  then  choofe  his  own  fervants,  and 
for  any  reafon  which  he  thought  good,  difmifs  them  frpni 
their  attendance  on  his  perfon  ?  The  noble  Marquis  did  not 
QhjcSt  to  the  particular  regiment  which  was  ofiered  to  him^ 
aa  if  it  were  liable  to  any  imputation ;  neither  in  fa&  was 
it  liable' to  any  imputation  whatever.  He  law  not  there- 
fore, how  any  difgrace  could  apply  to  the  noble  Marquis, 
merely  on  account  of  his  being  removed  from  one  regiment 
and  offered  another.  No  dilgrace  could  iattach  in  his  cafe, 
any  more  than  in  the  difmiffion  of  any  other  of  the  King^s 
farvants ;  and  furely,  if  the  King  fhould  even  on  a  motive 
of  caprice,  orbecaufe  he  difliked  the  figure  of  a  particular 
perfon  in  his  fervice,  and  wifhed  that  fuch  a  figure  might 
not  fiand  clofe  behind  him,  or  at  his  elbow,  chufe  to  difmifs 
bim,  who  fhould  fay  that  he  ought  not  to  exercife  his  un- 
doubted prerogative  ?  To  this  remark,  the  Colonel  added, 
that  he  did  not  entertain  themoft  diftant  intention  of  becom- 
ing perfonally  allufive,  but  merely  meant  to  bring  the  cafe 
forward  in  the  firongeft,  and,  he  trufted,  the  moft  incon- 
trovertible point  of  view. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  the  declaration  of  the  honourable  Mr.  Fox. 
gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl,  that  he  meant  merely  to  introduce 
an  allufion  to  the  circumfiance  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian^s 
having  his  regiment  taken  from  him,  fhould  not  prevent  him 
from  making  fome  obfervations  with  refpe£t  to  the  army 
in  general.  Every  Member  of  that  Houfe  pofTefTed  not  only 
an  undoubted  right  to  animadvert  upon  the  condu£t  of  the 
executive  Government  at  all  times;  but  it  was  a  peculiar 
duty  fo  to  do,  when  the  fums  necefiary  for  the  fervices  to  be 
carried  on  by  a  particular  department,  was  the  fubje£l  of 
.the  vote  under  confideration.  He  would  not  go  into  a  mi- 
nute difcuffion  of  the  army  eftimates,  becaufe  the  fingulat 
icircum fiances  of  the  times  were  his  jufiification  f^r  not 
mentioning  again  what  lie  had  debated  in  the  courfe  of  the 
Jaft  year,  but  he  fliould  contend  that  their  having  been  dif- 
cufled  then,  was  no  reafon  whatever  why  they  fhould  not  be 
difcufled  over  again,  were  it  not  that  the  preflfure  of  time, 
bccafioned  by  the  circumfiances  to  which  he  alluded,  rendered 
-it  improper.  He  remained,  however,  in  the  fame  opinion 
with  refpe(fl  to  the  augmentation  of  thep^-ecedingyear,  andl 
of  its  application  to  the  Weft  Indies.  He  thought  both  the 
one  and  the  other  unneceiTary  and  objedlionahle;  and,  in  re- 
gard to  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  latter,  that  it  was  pe- 
culiarly unwife  and  impolitic.  Having  faid  thus  much  of 
the  army  in  general,  he  would  proceed  to  fpeak  to  the  cir- 
Yunifbnce  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian's  difmifiion  from  his 
ifgimeah    He  declared  that  it  had  never  been  bis  habit  to  be 
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intimately  acquainted  with  the  Marquis ;  -and  if  he  were  to 
difcufs  the  word  difgrace,  with  a  view  to  its  attaching  to  the 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  in  confequence  of  what  had  lateJy  hap- 
peiled,  he  fliould,  undoubtedly,  agree  with  the  honobrable 
gentleman  who  had  fpoke  laft,  that  the  Marquis  of  Lothian 
had  fuffered  no  difgrace  in  point  bf  character,  becaufe  an 
unimpeachable  charaSnr  could  not  be  difgraced  by  any  Mi- 
nifter,  nor  even  by  the  King  himfelf.  Difgrace  of  charaQer 
could  only  arife  from  a  man's  aflions,  and  the  judgement  of 
the  Public  pafled  upon  thofe  aflions*  But,  to  fay  that  the 
Marquis  of  Lothian  had  not  been  marked  with  the  disfavour 
of  his  Sovereign,  and  difgraced,  as  far  as  that  could  difgrace 
him,  was  undeniable.  The  honourable  gentleman,  and  the 
right  honourable  Secretary  at  War,  had  both  contended,  that 
it  was  merely  a  removal  of  an  officer  from  one  regiment  to 
another,  and  that  fuch  a  removal  was  no  difgrace.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  himfelf  a  company  in  the  Guards; 
and  if  he  were  to  be  moved  to  the  command  of  a  company  in 
a  marching  regiment,  would  he  not  think  it  a  difgrace,  pro- 
feffionally  confidered,  and  could  he  be  fat isfied  with  the  idea 
that  the  figure  of  another  officer  was  more  agreeable  to  the 
e  .  King }  At  leaft,  though  the  honourable  gentleman  might  not  . 
find  the  difference  of  emolument  arifing  from  the  alteration 
worthy  his  notice,  he  would  feel  the  removal  to  be  a  disfa- 
vour, which  almoft  amounted  to  a  difgrace.  Mr,  Fox  took 
notice  of  what  had  been  faid  refpe6ting  the  equality  of  rank 
in  refpetSl  to  the  command  of  different  regiments,  and  con- 
tended, that  thougli  the  rank  was  the  fame,  yet,  when  the 
emolument  was  materially  different,  it  could  not  be  poffible 
to  doubt  whether  a  removal  from  the  one  to  the  other  was 
a  difgrace  or  not.  With  regard  to  the  noble  Marquis's  hav- 
ing declined  accepting  one  regiment,  and  being  willing  to 
accept  another,  the  caufe  was  obvious,  One  regiment  had 
been  commanded,  in  perfon,  by  his  father  at  the  battle  of 
Culloden,  and  it  was  iijtural  to  fuppofc,  that  the  Marquis, 
for  a  variety  of  reafons,  m'ght  wifh  to  have  that  regiment 
rather  than  any  other,  if  he  was  to  be  removed,  Mr.  Fox 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian  being  to  be  con- 
fidered as  a  perl'on  in  a  civil  capac"ty,  and  as  an  officer  of 
the-houfehold,  and  the  ftrongell  reafon  why  Minifters  them- 
felves  did  not  fo  confider  him,  he  faid,  was,  their  leaving 
his  difmifjion  in  the  power  of  the  Regent,  when  they  were 
paffing  a  bill,  diftinguifhed  for  their  endeavours  to  confider 
and  defcrihe  the  houfehold  to  as  unlimited  an  extent  as  pof- 
iible.  Heaven  forbid,  he  faid,  that  he  fhould  difpute  the 
King^s  prerogative  of  appomutv^  ov  difmiffing  any  officer  of 
the  army,  without  affi^nVx?,  ^w^  x^^^^iti  ^V^\^n^\.  He 
hoped  that  this  brand:!  ot  vVic^o^^\v^^^^'i>^:v^^^^'^^t^^s^ 
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be  diipoted ;  a^d  he  was  glad  to  find  that  not  one  of  his 
friends  had  that-day  Called  it  in  queftiop.  He  would  do 
juftice  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  alfo,  and  admit  that 
they  Jbad  not  defended  their  conduct,  by  refting  on  the  pre- 
rogative, but  had  reforted  to  a  dif]:iii6tion  which  he  did  not 
think  could  be  fupported  in  argument.  He  declared  that  he 
could  not  perfeilly  allow  what  had  been  faid  to  have  been 
the  grounds  for  taking  away  the  regiments  of  General  Con- 
way and  Colonel  Acourt ;  much  lefs  that  there  was  anything 
at  all  fimilar  or  analogous  between  the  difmiflion  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  and  the  offering  him  another  regiment, 
and  the  cafe  of  his  honourable  friend  (General  Burgoyne.) 
The  difference  was  only  this,  the  Marquis  of  Lothian  was 
difmifled  from  his  regiment,  and  offered  a  lefs  lucrative  fitu- 
ation ;  his  honourable  friend  had  refigned  his  regiment.  He 
certainly  afterwards  accepted  a  regiment  of  infantry,  but 
then,  it  was  to  be  confidered,  that  he  accepted  it  from  his 
own  friends.  With  regard  to  the  difmiflion  of  the  Marquis 
of  Lothian,  there  were  circumftances  which  not  only  placed 
it  in  no  very  favourable  view,  9ut  circumftances  which,  in 
his  mind,  placed  it  in  an  unfavourable  point  of  view.  His  Ma- 
jefly,  after  having  recovered  from  a  fevere  and  afflidting  ill- 
nefs,  was  in  a  flate  which  neceffarily  called  for  repofe  It 
was,  therefore,  thought  proper,  and,  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, very  wifely  fo  thought,  that  no  heavy  bufinefs, 

*  or  matters  which  might  occafion  much  agitation  of  mind, 
fhould  be  fubmirtedto  his  confideration  ;  and  yet,  in  the 
very  moment  when  repofe  was  necefTary,  His  Majefly  had 
been  made  the  inflrument  of  party  views,  and  infpired  with 
fentiments  of  political  vengeance.  He  had  been  obvioufly 
ufed  as  the  engine  of  miniflerial  revenge  and  punifhment. 
Mr^  Fox  declared,  that  if  ever  there  was  an  aft  of  the  Mi- 
nifter,  and  not  of  the  Crown,  it  was  in  the  prefent  inflance. 
He  obferved,  that  it  happened  to  have  fallen  within  his 
knowledge,  that  His  Majefty  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  knowing,  by  liflening  to  the  neceffary  explanations,  what 
were  the  motives  and  grounds  on  which  certain  opinions  and 
conduiSl  had  proceeded,  and  therefore  nothing  of  what  had 
pafled  ought  to  have  been  flated  to  the  Royal  ear.  This 
opinion  of  his  had  been  corroborated  in  other  places;  he  had 
himfeif  heard,  from  the  higheft  authority,  that  every  point 
which  had  occurred  refpedting  the  unfortunate  fubjeft  which 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament,  in  the  preceding 
part  of  the  prefent  feflion,  ought  to  be  buried  in  oblivion. 
He  had  heard  this  doftrine  laid  down  in  high  and  diftindl 
terms.  And,  comparing  that  language  with  the  circum- 
ilance  to  which  he  was  alluding,  he  could  not  but  feel  the 

y/Wtf^r  coat  radiation  between  the  language  ol  WvvvSitx^  ^"^^i 
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their  condud.  He  protefted  that  he  fhould  alw&yi  contend^ 
that  linilitsiry  officers  ought  not  to  be  removed  for  their  votes 
in  Parliament.  No  officers  but  thofe  who  held  civil  fituar 
tions  ought  to  be  removed  for  any  fuch  reafon.  Suppafe, 
for  inftance^  that  a  change  of  Atlminiftration  had  taken 
place,  and  the  noble  Lord  holding  ihe  other  Gold  Stick 
(Lord  Aroherft)  had  been  difmiffed,  would  not  His  Majefty*s 
Minifters  have  thought  it  an  extraordinary  facrifice  to  the 
party  views  of  Oppofition  ?  Let  it  be  recollefled,  that  the 
prefent  reign  had  been  a  reign  of  great  contention,  M^hen 
powerful  oppofitions  had  exiAed  in  every  part  of  it,  and  feme 
hondnrable  men,  of  the  higheft  rank  in  the  military  profef- 
fion,  had  taken  part  in  fuch  oppofitions  to  the  meafures  of 
Government.  It  had  been,  highly  to  the  credit  of  the  Go* 
•vernment,  the  uniform  praftice,  that  the  political  condu£k 
of  fuch  military  men  fhould  not  afFeft  their  profeffional 
fituation.  That  laudable  abftinence  from  the  exercife  of 
power  had,  in  the  prefent  inftatice,  been  departed  from,  and 
at  a  lime  when  it  could  not  have  been  departed  from  with- 
out agitating  the  Royal  mii*d  improperly.  It  feemed  as  if 
the  determination  \vas,  with  refped  lo  the  military,  to  hold 
to  them  this  language :  "  You  may  vote  againft  Govem- 
**  ment,  and  the  interefts,  as  we  think  them,  of  His  Ma- 
*'  jelly,  but  you  fnall  not  fupport  the  interefts  of  the  Prince 
f*  of  Wales.'*  Whether  this  pifture  of  the  prefent  politics 
of  Great  Britain  be  advantageous  to  hold  out  to  foreign  na- 
tions, Mr.  Fox  declared,  he  would  leave  to  the  judgement 
of  the  Public  to  decide.  His  honourable  fiiend,  he  ob- 
ferved,  had  argued,  that  there  could  be  no  Minifter  for  the 
military  fo  iit  as  a  Commander  in  Chief.  He  agreed  with 
him  completely  ;  but  declared  that  he  was  glad  to  hear  that 
they  had,  for  the  tlrft  time,  learnt,  that  they  a£lua!ly  had 
fuch  a  perfon  as  a  relponiihie  Military  Minifter.  The  right 
.  honoura!>le  gentleman,  (Sir  George  Yonge)  he  muft  confefs, 
liad  comf?  forward  manfully,  and  acknowledged  his  refgon- 
lihility;  and  when  he  faid  tliis,  he  fuppo'ed,  though  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  remarked  that  he  was  offi- 
cially refponfible,  he  meant  not  to  take  advantage  of  that 
woid  as  a  ftiield  for  his  refponfibiritv.  With  regard  to  his 
honourable  friend's  idea,  that  one  of  tjie  Royal  Family  would 
be  moft  lit  to  be  a  ijommander  in  Chief,  he  agreed  9S  to  the 
propriety  of  the  argument ;  the  late  events  and  difcuftions  had 
Ihevvn  the  brandies  of  the  Royal  Family  in  the  nioft  favour- 
able point  of  view,  and  had  proved  to  the  Public,  that  their 
great  and  illuftrious  rank  was  exceeded  by  the  greatnefs  of 
their  minds,  and  the  number  of  their  virtuous  qualities.  It 
had  evinced  their  moderation  of  temper,  their  affeflion  to 
fbeir  f^tljer,  and  iV|.e\r  iivm  ^n^  '^titvlou^  atifighmpnt  to  th« 
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Conftiturion  J  biit,  it  could  not  hi  conceived  that  MInifters 
wMld  admit  <^  any  one  of  the  Royal  Family  being  appoint- 
ed Comroander  in  Chief,  fince  it  was  clearly  a  part  of  their 
fyftejta  to  reprcfent  to  His  Majefty  that  his  own  family  were 
lus  bictereft  enemies. 

The  report  was  afterwards  agreed  to  in  toto. 

Tlie  Houfe  adjourned. 

Widnefday^  \%th  March. 

Trie  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into 
I  Committee  to  confider  of  granting  a  fupply  to' His  Ma- 
jefty; the  Houfe  immediately  went  into  a  Committee,  Mr. 
Gilbert  in  the  chair. 

The  eftimates  having  been  previoufly  referred  to  the  faid 
Committee, 

Mr.  Aldridge  rofe,  and  moved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
"  of  this  Committee;  that  a  fum,  not  exceeding  218,017!. 
^  6s.  4d.  he  granted  to  defray  the  extraordinary,  of  the  office 
^  of  Ordnance  for  the  ferviceofthe  year  17^9." 

Sh"  Grey  Cooper  now  rifing,  obferved,  that  he  could  not  Sir  Grey 
hear,  without  the  utmoft  furprize,  a  motion  for  fo  large  a^Coopcr. 
fnm  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Ordnance  extraordinaries. 
Itexceeded  the  eftimate  of  the  year  1786  by  iii,ocoL  and 
.  it  exceeded  the  eftimate  of  tlie  laft  year  by  40,0001.     It  was 
ueceffary,  before  they  voted  away   fo  large  a  fum  of  their* 
conftituents'  money,  that  fome  reafon  fliould  be  given  for  fo 
great  an  excefs  in  the  eftimate.     Sir  Grey  made  feveral  ob- 
servations  upon   the  extraordinaries  for   the    plantations^ 
^hich,  he  faid,  were  enormoufly  fwelled ;  and  particularized 
the  Bahama  Iflands,  for  which  there  was  an  excefs  of  23,000!. 
over  the  eftimate  of  the  laft  year.     He  knew  not  whether 
other  gentlemen  felt  as  he  did  ;  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
throw  out  thefe  hints,  and  left  it  to  his  friends  to  make  more 
of  them.     He  was  of  opinion,    that  a  motion  ought  to  be 
made  on  the  report  for  f  uch  papers  as  might  enable  the  Houfe 
to  judge  what  reafons  exifted  for  fo  confiderable  an  excefs, 
and  what  the  extent  was  to  which  fuch  eftimates  would  pro* 
eeed. 

General  Burgoyne  exprefled  his  wiflies  that  th«  eftimates  General 
might  not  fo  haftily  be  voted,  as  gentlemen  were  not  aware  Burgoyht 
that  the  extraordinaries  were  to  have  been  brought  forward 
fo  early  as  that  day,  or  tW|. Houfe  would  not  have  been  fo 
thinly  attended.  Thofe  gentlemen  who  had  firmly  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  oppofed  the  plan  of  fortifications,  would  not  have 
been  abfent,  and  fuftered  fo  great  an  increafe  on  the  fyftem 
of  fortification,  as  evidently  appeared  to  be  carrying  on  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  without  oppofing  to  it  fome  neceflary  ani- 
l^dverfipas.    He  conceived;  that  the  Conunittee  ought  to 
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be  in  poffeflion  of  a  calculation  of  the  fioal  expence  of  the  ) 
meafures  propofed,  previous  to  their  voting  the  eftimates»  j 
He  condemned  the  erediiag  of  fortifications  in  the  Weft  In-  '^ 
dies,  as  ufelefs,  as  a  great  and  improper  wafte  of  money,  and  j 
as  likely  to  entail  upon  the  country  an  exceflive  expence  fpf 
the  maintenance  of  foldiers  to  man thofe fortifications,     lie* 
concluded,  by  faying,  that  if  the  Committee  did  proceed*  he 
Ihould  this  day,  on  the  report^  move /for  a  final  calculation 
of  the  expence  to  he  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Pitt.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pi«  obferved,  that  he  felt   the  utmoft, 
aftoniftiment,  when  he  lifiened  to  the  extraordinary  remark    ; 
of  the.honourable  Genera],   who  maintained  that  the  bring-  | 
ing  forward  of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  ordnance  was  not 
expeded.by  the  Houfe  upon  that  day.     Every  gentleman 
bad  expedled  them  on   Monday,  but,  at  the  fuggeftion  of 
fome  gentlemen  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  they  were 
deferred,  and  public  notice  was  given,  in  a   full  Houfe  od   t 
Monday,  that  they  would  be  brought  forward  on  the  pre- 
fent    day.     The  honourable   General   hadtlrawn  asanin* 
ference  from  the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe,  tliat  gentlemen  who 
were  abfent  were  averfe  to   the  extraordinaries,  and  would 
riot,  if  they  had  known  of  their  being  to  be  brought  forwardf 
have  failed  oF  attending  to  give  their  oppofition.     He,  Iww- 
.    ever,  conceived,  that,    from  the  public   notice   which  baJ 
been  given,  and  from  the  abfence  of  gentlemen,  that  a  more 
natural  inference  than   the  honourable  General's  might  be 
drawn,  and  that  it  rnight  be  fairly  conceived  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  eftimate  to  which  they  thought  it  neceffary  to 
ohjeft  to.     He  muft  beg  leave  to  contend,  that  the  honour- 
able* Member  argued   very  groundleflly,  when  he  faid,  thai 
thofe  gentlemen   who  had  firmly  and  fuccefsfully  cppofcd 
the  fortifications  at  home,  would  alfo,  if  they  had  been  pre- 
fent,  have  oppofed  fortifying   our  Weft- India   iflands.    He 
was  of  another  opinion  ;  there  was  much  diiFerence  between 
fortifying   Portfmouth   and  Plymouth,    and   the  fortifjing 
our  iflands  ;  that  ditTerence  had  been  marked  by  many  gen- 
tlemen who  had  oppofed   the  former,  and  at  the  fame  time 
had  declared  that  they  did  not  regard  the  latter  as  a  fit  ob: 
jeft  for  their  oppofition.    The  degree  of  fortification  thought 
neceffary  for  the  Weft-India  iflands,  w^as  indifpenfibly  reqoifitc 
to  he  combined  with  the  operations  of  our  fleets  for  the  pro- 
per protcc51ion   and  fecurity  of  thofe  iflands.     Though  no 
military  man,  and  by   no  means    profeflRonally  qualified  to 
conteft  fuch  fnbjedls  with  the  honourable  General,  Mr*  Pitt 
faid,  he  ftiould  be  ready  to  meet  the  honourable  General  on 
thequeftion,  and  debate  it,  beinp;  perfecSlly  convinced^  that 
the  ere^^ing  a  citadel  or  place  of  force  for  the  garrifon  of  the 
iilaiid  to  hold  out  '\n^  UW  ^  fteet  could  operate,  was  fo  ob* 
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Tioufly  effisntbl^  that,  in  fair  reafoning,  the  oppofite  dodlrine 
could  not  be  fupported.  With  regard  to  the  expence,  that 
nqitter  had  been  fully  difcuffed  during  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  when  he  recoliefled  to  have  been  particularly 
called  upon  to  fay  what  would  prove  its  ultimate  amount ; 
aad  he  then  anfwered,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  flate  precifely 
what  might  be  the  amount ;  but  that,  as  nearly  as  he  could 
conjedure,  it  would  amount  to  a  fum  of  between  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  and  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  After  a 
finll  difcuilion,  the  Houfe  granted  eighteen  thoufand  pounds, 
andy  upon  the  fame  principle,  thirty-Gx  thoufand  pounds 
were  a&ed  for  this  year. 

•  General  Burgoyne  protefted  that  he  could  aflure  the  right  Gencn 
honourable  gentleman,  that  he,  for  one,  did  not  exped  the  Burgcy; 
fubjedk  to  have  been  agitated  tliat   day,  and   that,  to  his 
knowledge,  feveral  other  gentlemen  were  likewifeunapprized 

of  the  circumftance.  AlthoujE[l)  he  fhould  be  extremely  for- 
ty to  have  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  his  opponent, 
whether  the  fubjeft  to  be  difcufled  were  a  military  queftion 
cr  a  civil  queflion,  he  ihould  think  it  his  duty  to  ftate  his 
fentiments  upon  it,  at  the  bringing  up  of  the  report. 

•  Sir  fftlliam  Moiefwcrth  having  premifed  that  it  was  not  his  Sir  Wn 
intention  to  take  up  a  military  argument  with  any  man,  but  Mokf 
merely  to  fay  a  word  or  two  on  a  matter  which  he  thought  ^v^'^*' 
highly  merited   the    notice   of  that   Houfe,  remarked,  that 

what  he  alluded  to,  was  a  wall  erected  round  Mutton  Cove, 
•  at  Plymouth,  at  a  very  conliderable  expence  to  the  Public, 
and  which,  notwithftanding  tliar  its  objedl  was  merely  to 
keep  out  cattle,  proved  at  the  f  me  time  a  nuifance. 
*  The  Hon.  Captain  Berkeley  having  liated,  from  the  efti-  CaptaV 
mates  of  the  Ordnance  for  the  current  year,  the  feveral  fums  Bcrkek 
aflced  to  be  granted  for  the  defence  of  the  Weft  India  iilands, 
obferved,  that  with  regard  to  the  prjdlice  during  the  laft 
war,  to  which  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Grey  Cooper) 
had  referred,  it  wa<;  on  account  of  the  very  many  blunders 
find  inconfiftencies  of  this  war,  that  Government  were  now 
proceeding  and  endeavouring  to  guard  againft  the  efFeft  cf 
'limilar  errors,  fhould  another  war  break  out  at  any  future 
period.  In  military  matters,  he  ihould  not  prefume  to  dif- 
pute  with  the  honourable  Cier.eral  (Burgoyne  ;)  but,  on  the 
neceflity  of  the  fort  of  fortiiications  in  queftion,  with  a  view 
to  enable  the  fleets  in  the  Weft -India  feas  to  operate  to  their 
affiftance  in  the  period  of  aftault,  he  would  be  at  all  time» 
^eady  to  meet  his  arguments.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that 
.  Dominica  had  been  taken  laft  war,  under  the  very  nofe  of 
Sir  George  Rodney,  who  was  before  it  with  his  fleet,  merely 
on  account  of  tho  want  of  a  fortrefs  for  the  gairrifon  to.  reforC 
to,  and  thence  become  enabled  to  make  reiiftance,  till  relief 
.     .  could 
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could  be  afforded.    At  that  time^  the  ifland  was  taken  for 
want  of  fortifications,,  and  a  number  of  guns,  which  had 
been  fent  over  from  this  country,  were  feized  by  the  enemy 
before  there  was  an  embrazure  prepared  for  their  reception. 
With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  Baronetj 
(Sir  William  Molefworth)  refpedling  the  wall  ereAing  near 
Plymouth,  though  thehonouiable  Baronet  had  not  any  con- 
ftituents  thereto  inftru6l  him,  yet  he  might  poflibly  fpeak 
from  a  neighbourly  regard  to  the  inhabitants.     He  would 
tell  him,  however,  that  the  wall  to  which  he  had  alluded* 
was  recommended  by  the  Adminiftration  of  1776,  and  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  in  his  place,  who  generally 
did  attend,  and  uTually  afforded  fo  much  entertainment  on 
days,  when  tlie  Ordnance  eflimates  were  under  confideration, 
he  (hould  have  recommended  the  honourable  Baronet  to  that 
honourable  gentleman  for  information.     He  had  himfelf  teen 
the  wall,,  and  knew^that  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  expence 
refpedling  it  was  occafioned  by  the  unworkmanlike  and  in- 
complete manner  in  which  it  had  been  erefled  ;  owing,  per- 
haps, to  that  charadleriiftic  of  great  abilities,  indolence  in 
thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  fee  that  it  was  properly  iiniflied. 
With  regard  to  the  wall  itfelf,  it  was  rather  an  ornament 
than  a  nuifance,  and  it  was  a  little  extraordinary  in  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  to  ftate,  that  its  fole  ufe  was  to  keep  ca'tle 
out.     it  was  the  iirft  time.  Captain  Berkeley  faid,  thaths. 
had  ever  heard  that  cattle  were  fond  of  eating  leaden  aprons 
to  guns  and  trucks.     The  real  purpofe  of  the  wall  was  to 
keep  out  a  very  different  fort  of  cattle;  and   tliefe  were  the 
depredators  and  trefpaflers  of  Plymouth  dock. 
Sir  Wm.        Sir  fVilliGin  Molejhvonh  anfwered,  that  it   was  impoffiblc 
Molef-    for  him  to  avoid  feeling  pleafure  at   the  difcovery  that  he 
worth,     could  afford  the  honour:ible  gentleman  fome  amufement ;  but 
he  certainly  alluded  to  other  kinds  of  cattle  than  mere  tref- 
paflers.    'I'o  his  knowledge,  the  land  inclofed  by  the  wall 
let  for  fifteen  and  lixteen  pounds  an  acre. 
Sir  Grey        Sir  Grey  Ccc-^rr  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gen- 
Cooper,    tleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  what  had  been  called  the  blun- 
ders of  the  Adminiltration  of  1776,  was  a  queftion  not  yet 
decided,  and  therefore  he  would  fay  nothing  upon  the  fub* 
je£l;  but,  lie  ffiould  maintain,  that  it  was  always  a  ruinous 
plan  to  eredt  large  fortifications,  hecaufe  ihey  required  a  num- 
ber of  men  ;  and  if  they  were  not  manned  properly,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  might  be  turned  againft 
us,  and  aflift  in  our  defeat.     Sir  Gtey  obferved,  that  i<,000 
or  16,000  feamen  were  the  higheft  numbers  voted  before  tlie 
war  of  1775. 
Mr.  Mr.  Bojlard  remat  ked,  that  had  the  fameobjcAioM  ftruck 

Ba/Urd*  bim  to  the  propoCed  fortlficatioos  ia  the  W^  Indiei^  which 
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had  unprefled  his  mind  relative  to  other  fortifications  for- 
Bierly  brought  forward,  he  certainly  ihould  have  oppofed 
the'^imates;  but,  as  that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  ihould  not 
objed  to  them,  becaufe  he  did  not  mean  to  refift  and  oppofe 
fiourh  UKBiifnres  of  Government,  as  did  not  appear  to  be  wrong. 
With  regard  to  the  wall  in  queflion,  he  had  heard  it  com- 
plained of  as  a  nuifance,  and  had  been  given  to  underftand, 
that  he  ihould  be  furniihed  with  a  petition  againft  it  from 
bis  conilitueut^  which  he  fhould  certainly  prefcnt  when  it 
fame. 

The  motion  was  then  read,  and  the  e/limates  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Aldridge  then  moved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
^  Committee,  that  a  fum,  not  exceeding  19241.  is.  8d.  be 
"  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  the  pay  of  one  company  of 
**  military  artificers,  for  the  year  1 789."    And, 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  fum, 
"  not  exceeding  Q306I.  4s.  id.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
"  for  defraying  the  expeoces  of  the  fervices  performed  by  the 
"  Office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not  provided  for 
«  by  Parliament,  in  1788." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  "  That  there  be 
**  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  income  of,  and 
**  the  charges  upon,  the  confolidated  fund,  in  the  refpedlive 
"quarters,  ending  the  5th  day  of  July,  1788,  the  lOthday 
"  of  Oflober,  1788,  and  the  5th  day  of  January,  1789.** 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

77?urfdayj  igth  March. 

The  report  of  the  refolutions  voted  by  the  Committee  of 
Supply  on  the  Ordnance  Eftimates,  having  been  brought  up 
by  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  the  refolutions  read  a  firft  time,  on  the 
queftion  being  put,  "  That  thefe  refolutions  be  read  a  fecond  . 
«  time," 

General  Burgoyne  having  premifed  that  it  could  not  have  Gencrtl 
efcaped  the  recolleflion  of  any  gentleman  prefent,  that  he,  Burgoyni 
on  the  preceding  day,  imputed  the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  circumftance  of  its  not  having  been  generally  underftood 
that  the  fubjcdl  was  to  be  brought  forward,  remarked,  that 
he  did  not  feel  much  difappointed,  in  finding  that  the  Houfe 
was  not  then  fuller,  fince  it  might  poffibly  have  arifen  from 
the  fame  caufe  ;  but  even  although  he  fhould  prove  thefinglft 
man  in  the  Houfe  entertaining  fuch  fentiments  as  he  did,  he 
would  ftand  up  and  avow  his  opinion  upon  the  fubjefl:  of  th'e 
fortifications  projeded  for  the  Weft-India  iflands,  '  He  did 
not  believe  that  even  one  man  exifted,  wlio  wais  inclined  to 
fpeak  fpirly,  that  would  not  readily  allow  that  he  fhould 
ihrink  trom  acting  the  part  of  a  man,  if  he  did  not  declare 
his  fentiments  freely,  profeffing^  as  he  did,  to  be  ftrongly 

Vol.  XXV.  3  U  imptdOfid 
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impred^'iKritli  obje6lions  to  the  plan  of  fortifying  the  Weft- 
India  iflands.     Before  he  gave  his  confent  to  that  fyftem,  he 
had  a  right,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  to  call  for  the  efli* 
mate  of  the  whole  of  the  expence  incurred.     The  right   ho- 
nourable gentleman  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  flated,  that 
the  expence,  as  nearly   as  he  could  conjedlure,  would  be 
about  280^000!.     [Here,  the  General  was  reminded,  that 
Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  had  faid,  from  one  hundred  and  eighty 
to  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.]   The  General  proceeding, 
remarked,  that  when  the  right   honourable  gentleman  had 
flated  that  fum,  he  had,  at  the  fame  time>  declared  that  he 
could  only  guefs  that  it  would  be  about  the  fum  which  he 
had  mentioned,  but  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  afcercain 
it.     Now,  the  Houfe  muft  feel,  that  before  they  proceedeid 
to  vote  fo  enormous  an  expence,  they  ought   to  have  the 
eftimates   upon  the  table.     There  was  alfo  another  reafou 
for  calling  for  them,  which  was,  that  the  eftimates  had  not, 
as  in  a  former  inftance,  been  fubmitted  to  theinfpeflion  of  a 
Board  of  General  Officers,     This  was,  in  his  opinion,  eiTen- 
tially  neceflary,  becaufe  there  were  no  people  upon  earth 
who  differed  fo  much  in  opinion  as  engineers-     It  was,  in 
faft,  the  natural  effeft  of  fcience,  to  excite  a  difierence  of 
opinion,  as  different  perfons,  in  proportion  to  their  degree 
of  knowledge  in  a  particular  profeffion,  would  neceflarily 
think  differently  upon  the  mode  of  beft  effefling  the  fame 
purpofe.     It  was,  therefore,  the  more  neceffiry  to  afcertain, 
beforehand,  what  fliould  be  the  plan  of  fortifying  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  if  any  fortifications  were  thought  proper,  in 
order  to  guard  againft  the  great  additional  expence  occafioned 
by  alterations  and  changes  in  the  mode  of  conflru6lion,  while 
the  works  were  carrying  on.     The  noble  Duke  at  the  head 
of  the  Ordnance   adminiftration,  had  himfelf  changed  his 
mind  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  carrying  oft  the  works 
which  he  had  projedled.     Indeed,   they  who  queftioned  the 
juftice  of  this  obfervation,  need  only  go  to  Portfmooth  and 
Plymouth  to  afcertain  this  fa£l,  and  they  would  fee  tliat  the 
noble  Duke  had  made  continual  changes  in  his  own  plan ; 
infomuch,  that  it  might  be  fairly  faid  of  him, 

**  Diruity  aytfic4tt^  mutat  quadrata  rotHndh!^ 

"Whenever  he  fpoke  of  the  noble  Duke,  General  Burgoyne 
deiired  to  be  underftood  as  meaning  to  fpeak  of  him  with 
every  poffible  degree  of  refped.  The  noble  Duke  was,  un- 
doubtedly, a  man  of  great  talents  and  indifputable  integrity; 
but,  perhaps,  he  carried  his  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  par- 
ticular fcience  of  fortification  fomewhat  too  far.  At  fedft, 
ifanding  up  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe»  Jie  muft  be  aHoivod 
to  fay  he  thought  fo.    TW,  t\\^  tL<i\Afc  Dvitc  (hould  change 
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his  plans  during  their  progrefs  in  execution,  was  not  at  all 
wonderful.  He  had  applied  himfelf,  with  peculiar  ardor 
and  attention,  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fcience  of  fortification; 
the  noble  Duke  was  a  moft  diligent  fcholar,  and  it  was  na- 
tural for  him,  in  proportion  to  his  advance  and  improvement, 
to  correA  his  own  errors;  he  would  only,  therefore,  fay,  that 
the  noble  Duke's  learning,  with  refpedl  to  the  particular 
fctence  in  queftion,  had  coil  his  country  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney. Another  eAimate  for  which  he  fhould  call,  was,  an 
cftimateof  the  number  of  men  that  would  be  neceflary  to 
man  the  works  intended,  when  they  fhould  be  finimed. 
This  was  a  moft  eflential  circumftance,  refpe£ling  which  the 
Houfe  had  not  received  any  explanation.  The  General  afked, 
whether  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  now  ready  and 
willing  to  vote  thefums  required  for  carrying  on  the  fortifi- 
cations, would,  next  year,  be  willing  to  vote  an  increafe  of 
men  to  double,  perhaps  to  treble,  the  number  now  voted  for 
thedefence  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  ?  That  climate  proved 
fo  unhealthy,  that  it  was  generally  deemed  the  grave  of  the 
Britifh  foldier ;  it  often  happening,  that  one  third  of  the 
troops  fent  there  died  within  three  months,  another  part  were 
in  the  hofpical,  and  not  more  than  a  third  were  capable  of 
anfwering  the  mufter-roll,  and  doing  duty.  Tliat  the  pro- 
per perfons  to  man  the  works  muft  be  there  in  time  of  peace 
as  well  as  war,  fhould  be  admitted,  or  elfe  all  the  arguments 
ufed  in  favour  of  fortifying  the  Weft  Indies,  muft  fall  to  the 
ground.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  the  preced- 
ing day,  allowed,  that  a  fleet  was  neceflary  to  defend  the 
iflands;  but,  he  had  contended,  that  fortifications  were  alfo 
neceflary,  becaufe  they  ought  to  enable  themfelves  to  prepare 
againft  any  fudden  attack.  The  General  faid,  that  he  aUb 
■was  ready  to  grant,  that  where  there  were  but  few  landing- 
places,  fortifications  might  be  neceflary,  in  order  to  guard, 
at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  againft  furprize,  or  that  fort  of 
attack,  which  was  p rofel Fiona  11  y  called  a  coup  de  mam ;  but, 
he  \v*»i»td  msin:::;::^  that  fortifications  were  no  defence  againfl 
the  enemy,  fo  as  to  prefer ve  thofe  iflands ;  becaufe  thofe 
fortifications  might  prove  a  difadvantage  rather  than  an  ad- 
vantage. He  mentioned  the  taking  of  Guadaloupe,  and  ob- 
ferved^  that  it  was  eafy  for  an  enemy,  on  landing,  to  threaten 
a  commander  of  a  garrifon,  that  if  he  did  not  capitulate, 
•  t!»ey  would  fct  fire  to  the  ifland,  and  burn  the  whole  of  it. 
If  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  what  ufe  would  refult  from  the 
talents  of  the  ableft  officer?  Would  the  officer  hold  out? 
[A  cry  of  hear !  hear !]  The  General  faid,  he  hoped  he 
would  ;  but  he  doubted  whether  the  clamour  of  the  planters, 
their  thre:irs  to  join  the  enemy  fqoner  than  have  their  plan* 
t^tioni  dcfuoycd,    and  a  variety   of  other   clcumftances, 

3  y  ^  might 
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niglit  not  oblige  the  beft  officef  to  capitulate;    Bat^  tocome 
to  another  point,  and  to  fuppofe  an  illand  was  taken,  what 
would  a  French  officer  fay,  when  called  upon  to  capitnlate^ 
and  threatened  with  the  devaftation  of  the  ifland  i  His  an- 
fwer  would  be,    <<  In  the  name  of  mifchief,  bam  away!" 
The  French  officer  would  know,  that  at  the  enA«>f  the  War, 
in  all  probability,  the  ifland  Would  be  reftored  by  France  to 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  the  lefs  valuable  it  Was  Tendered, 
the  better.    In  all  fairnefs  of  argument^  therefore^'  it  mnft 
be  allowed,  that  the  fortifications  would^  in  eSc&j  prove  a 
difiervice  to  us,  and  an  advantage  to  the  enftmy  ;  becaufe  it 
was  evident  that  we  could  not  ufe  the  fame  meansof  regain- 
ing an  ifland  as  the  enemy  might  refort  to,  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  its  furrender.     1  he  General  faid,   that  he  had 
only  heard  one  military  authority  fpeak  in  £ivourof  the 
fyAem  of  fortification,  and  thst  was  the  authority  of  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his,  (Sir  George  Howard)  whom  he  did 
not  then  fee  in  his  place.  To  that  authority  he  was  generally 
ready  to  bow  with  fubmiffion;  but,  in  thepreljent  inftance^ 
he  could  not  help  differing  in  his  opinion.     His  honourable 
friend,  he  reco]le(9;ed,  had  quoted  the  opinion  of  1  the  Mar* 
quis  deBouille,  who^  his  honourable  friend  faid,  had  expreffed 
his  furprize  that  Great  Britain  did  not  fortify  her  iflands. 
Now,  he  could  not  think  that  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  when 
fpeaking  of  a  matter  which  fo  nearly  concerned  the  interefts 
of  his  own  country,  was  not  fujet  a  camtion^  and  that  when  he 
publicly  expreffed  his  furprtfe  at  our  not  fortifying  oar 
iflands,  he  did  not  really  think  as  he  fpoke.     The  General 
obferved,  that  he  would  not  farther  trefpafs  upon   the  tirtie 
oftheHdufe,  nor,  in  the  prefentprefiureof  afiairs,  urge  bis 
objeAionSf  but  content  hinrfelf  with  caUing  for  theeftimates 
which  he  had  ftated.    He  thought,  fbt  the  reafons  which  he 
had  mentioned,  that  the  projedl  of  fortifying  the  Weft-Indi^ 
iflands  was  highly  chimerical,    and  that  it  was  endleis  10 
point  of  expence,  going  far  beyond  the  fcope  ctf  the  military 
eftablifbment  of  this  country.    Whea-  thc^  <Sonfi*dered  tto 
population  of  Great  Britain",  and  the  force  wanted  for  the 
navy,  every  propofition  which  tended  to  diminifli  the  one, 
and  to  weaken  the  other,  ought  to  be  refifted.  He  conceived^ 
therefore,  that  he  flood  on  the  fi rmeft parliament Jty  ground, 
when,  before  he  contented  to  vote  a  fu ill  which  mignt  lead  to* 
ten  times  the  fum  fuppofed  to-be neceilary,' he  called-fbr  the 
documents  to  prove  the  extent  of  the  Qxpence  likely  to  be  ' 
incurred. 
Colonel        Colonel  Pfo/>/j  obferved  that,  although  he*.did  not  poflefs 
Phipps.    the  acjv^tage  of  the  capacity  and  military  underflanding  of 
'     .         the  right  honourable  General,  yet,  he  enjoyed  one  advantage, 
md  that  waS|  that  during  the  laft  y/ar^  fi^  bad  been  on  th« 

ipot, 
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fpoty  and  had  done  duty  on  ahnoft  every  one  of  the  iflanda 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  He  fpoke,  therefore,  from  a  perfonal 
knowledge  of  their  fituation  and  circumftances.  In  treating 
of  the  engineers,  the  honourable  General  had  profeiTed  to 
fpeak  of  them,  without  difrefpedl  to  the  corps.  He  be*- 
lieved  the  honourable  General;  but  if  he  did  not  mean  to 
treat  the  corps  with  difrefpefl,  his  argument  afforded  the 
ilrengefl  proof,  that  the  engineers  a£lually  employed  in  car- 
rying on  the  works  in  the  Weft  Indies,  were  the  moft  com- 
petent to  judge  of  their  propriety,  ufe,  and  effeft*  Hepro- 
fefled  that  he  had  every  refpe£l  tor  a  Board  of  General  Offi* 
cers,  and  knew  that  they  were  to  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of 
fuperior  beings  to  inferior  officers ;  but,  ftill  he  did  not  think 
that  they  had  that  degree  of  fecond  fight,  which  alone  could 
enable  tliem,  here  at  home,  to  decide  better  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  fortifications  in  the  Weft  Indies,  than  thofe  engineers 
who,  from  being  upon  the  fpot,  could  heft  judge,  from  the 
differences  of  ground,  and  other  local  circumftances,  what 
was  the  fort  of  work  moft  fitly  adapted  to  the  fituation.  Col. 
Phipps  reminded  theHoufe,  that  thehonourable  General  had, 
the  preceding  day,  thought  that  it  was  then,  forthe  firft  time 
only ,  that  any  fpecific  fum  had  been  mentioned  as  the  probable 
amount  of  the  expence  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  fortification 
propofed;  he  had  tliat  day,  however,  recolle<5led  that  his 
right  honourable  friend  mentioned  it  laft  year;  but  the  ho- 
nourable General  had  thought  it  was  28o,oool.  which  was 
only  a  miftake  of  the  fmall  fum  of  ioo,oool.  fince  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  diftinfily  ftated,  tliar,  as  nearly  as 
could  be  afcertained,  the  expence  would  amount  to  a  fum 
of  between  i8o,oool.  and  200,000!.  The  honourable  Ge- 
neral, the  Colonel  ol>ferved,  had  made  a  curious  ohjeflion  to 
the 'fortifications  ;  he  had  (aid,  that  the  fortifications  muft 
be  manned,  and  it  would  call  for  a  great  increase  of  men^ 
both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  time  of  war.  The  explanation 
given  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  was,  that  in  time  of 
peace^  the  prefent  eftabliftiment  would  be  lufEcient  for  thQ 
Weft  Indies,  but,  in  time  of  war,  when  refiftahce  and  at- 
tack were  to  be  expefled,  it  muft  necefifarily  be  augmented 
to  nearly  double  the  eftablifiiment.  Did  the  honourable 
Gjsneral  wifh  that  thefe  fortifications  ftiould  not  he  defended 
at  all  ?  If  he  thought  that  they  were  to  h^ve  no  force  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  but  that  a  race  was  to  be  run  with  our  enemies, 
And  a  force  be  fent'out  after  we  learnt  that  they  had  fent 
but  a  force,  thus  countera6ting  expedition  with  expedition, 
let  the  honourable  General  recoUeft,  that  a  force,  in  time 
of  war,  was  more  difficult  to  be  got  than  in  time  of  peace. 
The  honourable  General  liad  talked  of  the  unfalutary  cli- 
p^ate  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  had  faid  that  it  was  the  grave 
"  .    3  of 
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of  th^  Englifh  foldier*  That  was,  in  his  ttoihdy  an  argument 
in  favour  of  preferving  ftationary  garriforts  in  thofe  iflands; 
becaufe^  much  depended  on  the  feafoning  of  the  troops  thers 
employed.  1  here  was  in  the  Weft  Indies  a  regin»ent,  cdlled 
the  60th,  which  was  kept  there,  and  by  long  habit  was 
fully  fcafphcd  to  the  climate.  That  regiment  was  com^Kifed 
chiefly  of  foreigners,  and  men  of  diBfereht  countries.  When 
he  wjIs  the r6,  the  Colonel  faid,  the  60th  regiment  was  found 
infinitely  more  ferviceable  than  twice  the  number  of  other 
troops.  It  proved,  thei'efore,  that  having  a  ftationary  gar- 
rifon  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  always  advantageous.  The  ho- 
hourable  General  had  admired,  that  fortifications  Were  of 
iafe  agaiiift  a  coup  de  main^  in  iflands  where  there  were  bat 
few  landit>g  places.  That,  the  Colonel  faid,  was  the  cafe  in 
almoft  every  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  bccaufe,  few  of  them 
had  landing  places  but  on  one  fide  of  the  ifland,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  trade  winds,  which  blew  fo  ftrong  in  thofe 
feas,  that  fhips  could  not  oiake  the  (hore  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifland,  ahd  the  mote  efpecially,  as  the  coaft  of  moft  of 
thofe  iflands  was  exceedingly  rocky  and  dangerous.  As  a 
farther  proof  of  the  ufe  of  fortifications,  the  Colonel  men- 
tioned the  circumftances  of  the  capture  of  the  ifland  of 
Martinique,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war  before  the  laft. 
That  ifland  had  then  been  attacked  by  I5,cxx>  men,  and  it 
>fras  almoft  a  year  before  they  could  obtain  a  capitulation, 
'though  holden  out  againft  by  only  800  men,  and  that 
'  merely  becaufe  the  ifland  had  fortifications;  which  was, 
furely,  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  neceffiiyof  fortifications,  and 
of  what  the  honourable  General's  arp;ument  went  to,  the  fav- 
ing  of  men.  With  regard  to  tfie  cftedt  of  fortifications,  in 
refpeft  to  the  commander  of  a  garrifon's  holding  out,  the  ar- 
gument told  the  other  way.  ■  If  the  planters  were  fo  little 
our  friends  as  to  wifti  to  go  over  to  ouf  enemies,  the  fortifica- 
tions were  of  ufe,  by  enabling  the  Commander,,  even  in  fpitc 
of  the  planters  themfelves,  to  hold  out,  and  Rreferve  the 
ifland  till  afEftance  could  be  p;iven  by  our  Beets.  As  a  farther 
proof  of  tliis,  the  Colonel  inftanced  that,  laft  wai*.  thoueh 
our  fleets  ^ere  deemed  equal  to  thofe  of  the  enemy  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  ultimately  proved  themfelves  fuperlor,  yet 
ifland  after  ifland  was  captiiFed  merely  for  want  of  fortifica- 
tions. In  reff^ed  to  the  cafe  which  the  honourabte  General 
hail  piit,  as  to  the  different'aSvantagcs  of  out  enemies,  to  take 
our  iflands,  and  the  powers  we  fliould  have  to  recover  them, 
the  Colonel  faid,  he  was  forry  to  hear  from  the  honourable 
General  that  our  enemies  were  to  ha-ve  foch  aYuperiority  al- 
lowed them.  Certain  he  was,  that,  during  the  llift'war,  the 
condndl  of  our  armies  in  no  part  of  the  globe  aflbrded  caufe 
to  ground  fuch  an  argument  againft  them.     For  his  part,  he 

coulj 


A-X7fi9-  DEBATES.  51 

€oiild  not  .help  thinking  that  a  fmall  nqmber  of  pur  trpops 
hsfaind  foEtifications  were  equal  to  any  force  which  our  ene* 
aiefi  could  fend  againft  them.  Our  Weft-India  iiQaods 
cither  were  or  were  not  to  he  defended ;  if  they  were  to  ^p 
defended^  according  to  the  honourable  Gi^neraPs  argument, 
it  came  out  that  fortifications  were  abfolutely  neceiflary,  as 
diey  tended  to  the  faving  of  men,  and  the  fupport  oit  tlie 
navy,  hecaufe,  as  alefs  number  of  men  llationed  in  a  fortlfi* 
cation  could  defend  an  iiland,  the  more  could  be  fpared  for 
that  eflential  fervicc,  the  fervice  of  the  navy.  He  wiihed 
the  honourable  general  had  advanced  his  arguments  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  yenr,  becaufe  it  could  not  but  have 
tended  efl^ually  to  filence  the  objedlions  then  offered  pn 
the  (core  of  fortifications  tending  to  weaken  the  navy.  The 
Colonel  added,  that  he  faw  the  matter  in  fo  ftrong  a  point 
of  vieWy  and  found  that  there  were  fo  many  brandies  of  ar- 
gumeiit,  all  going  to  the  fame  point,  that  he  had  been,  as  it 
were,  involuntarily  led  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  great  deal 
more  of  reafoning  upon  the  fubjed,  than  he  either  intended 
or  thought  abfolutely  neceflary. 

General  Burgoyne  begged  to  have  it  diftinflly  underftood,  Genial 
that  he  lud  not  faid  that  the  Englifli  army  was  inferior  to  Burgoyr 
that  of  their  enemier;.  He  entertained  no  idea  fo  injurious 
to  the  Englifh  army,  but  had  merely  contended,  that  the 
e&iSt  of  fortifications  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  be,  that  if 
the  iflands  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  we  ftiould  not  be  able 
Co  recover  tliem  by  the  operation  of  the  fame  means  and  me- 
naces as  the  enemy  had  advantageoufly  ufed  to  capture 
them. 

Colonel  Phlpps  anfwered,  that  he  fliouid  be  extremely  for-    Colon*] 
ry  to  have  mifreprefented  tlie  honourable  general.     He  had    PhJpp«. 
■only  (aid,  that  the  enemy  might  employ  tlie  fame  means  to 
oblige  our  troops  to  capitulate  without  thefe  fortifications, 
.as  they  could  employ  with  them. 
.   Mr.  CoUrunay-  having  obferved,  that   he  was  acquainted      Mr. 
with  the  Cuftomary  pra£lice  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  at  Courtcns 
leaft  fome  'years  fince,  added,  that  it  had  then  been  ufual 
for'tjie  Board  to  have  a  plan  and  eftimates  of  every  new 
■work  fubmitted  to  them.     If,  in  the  prefent   inftance,  the 
.^me  mode  were  adopted,  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  to  fub- 
mit  the  eftimate,  at  leaft,  to  PacJiamcnt.     If  the  noble  Duke 
at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  went  on  vvithout  efti- 
.mates,  undoubtedly,  the  Houfe  could  not  expedl  to  have  an 
eftimate  laid  on  the  table,  but  muft  proceed,  if  they  proceeded 
at  all,  to  follow  the  noble  Duke,  and  take  their  chance  of  the 
.ultimate  atnount.     He  thought  that  Mr.  Chancellor   Pitt 
fuppofed  the  probable  fum  to  be  from  i8o,oooI.  to  200,ooiil» 
.Hft  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  two  or  three  years  ago,  the 

noble 
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nol^  Doke  applied  for  leave  to  fortify  Plymouth  and  Poitf- 
mouth,  ^nd  mtich  the  fame  arguments^in  fupport  of  the  pro- 
ject were  th^  urged^  as  had  been  that  day  advanced.     Thft 
£rft  fuma(ked,  was^a  fpecificfum;  the  Houfe  wiftedtohave 
it  more  critically  afcertained,and  remanded  the  coafideration 
to  the  Board  of  Ordnance ;  the  lecond  fum  afked,  was  much 
larger ;  the  Houfe  was  not  yet  fatisfied,  but  defired  that  the 
matter  might  be  referred  to  a  Board  of  General  Officers.     In 
their  report,  a  ftill  more  confiderable  fum  was  ftated  as  ne- 
ceflary,     A  clear  proof,  how  little  mere  afiertion,  on  the 
point  of  the  Ordnance  Board,  was  to  be  relied  on.     Mere 
aflertion  was  certainly  no  fit  grouud  for  Parliament  to  pro- 
ceed upon.     If  t];)e  plan  before  the  Board  of  Ordnance  was 
really  the  plan  of  the  engineers,  who  were  to  execute  the 
works  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Mr,  Courtenay  declared,  he  ihould 
always  have  the  better  opinion  of  it ;  but  unfortunately  all 
the  plans  of  fortification  lately  fubmitted  to  Parliament,  were 
notorioufly  the  plans  of  the  noble  Duke  himfelf,  and  the 
engmeers  were  merely  left  to  execute  them.     As  a  proof  of 
that,  he  would  mention  a  faft.     He  remembered,  that  an 
engineer  was  to  he  fent  over  to  Africa,  to  view  a  certain  fitu- 
ation,  and  examine  the  propriety  of  eredling  a  fort  theie. 
The  engineer  went  over,  and  on  his  return,  Adminiftration 
having  undergone  a   change^  the  noble  Duke  was   at   the 
head  of  the  Ordnance,  and  he  altered  the  engineer's  plan^. and 
adopted  a  plan  of  his  own.     Colonel  Bramlin  was  then  at  the 
Ordnance  Board,  and  incurred  the  noble  Duke's  difpleafure, 
becaufe  he  pointed  out  the  errors  of  his  plans.     He  would 
mention  another  fa£l,  which  was,,  the  affair  of  Fort  Cumber- 
land, the  eftiiuate  of  the  expence  of  which  had  been  equally 
varied  from  time  to  time.     In  fa6l,  under  the  noble  Duke s 
adminiftration  of  the  Ordnance,  engineers  were  folely  con- 
fidered  as  overfeers,  and  permitted  to  fuperintend  the  carrying 
on  of  the  works  which  the  noble  Duke  had  planned.     It  was, 
Mr.   Courtenay  contended,  a  fair  queftion  to  put  to  Mr. 
Chancellor  Pitt,  had  the-  Board  of  Ordnartce  anlsflimate  of 
the  probable  expence  of  the  intended  works  in   the  Weft 
Indies  before  them  or  not  ?  If  they  had  fuch  an  eftimate,  and 
it  were  concealed  from  that  Houfe,  there  was  fome  deception 
in  the  bufineCs.     Mr.  Courtenay  commented  upon  parts^ 
Colonel  Phipps's  fpeech,  and  faid,  with  regard  to  his  argu- 
ment, that  troops  became  better  from  being  fent  to  an  un- 
healthy climate,  he  fuppofed  that  he  borrowed  the  idea  from 
.the  right  honourable  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  had  (aid, 
a  day  or  two  fmce,  that  the  troops  were  promoted  by  death* 
It  was,  he  maintained,  neceffary  to  know  what  the  whole  of 
the  expence  would  be,  before  they  voted  any  money  on  ac- 
count; and,  tlieve?oxe,\v^  cQiw\^  wQX.CQaceive  it  pom^lb  for 
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the  Houfe  to  refift  his  honourable  friend^s  motion.  There 
were  numbers  of  papers  before  the  Houfe,  which  Aiewed  the 
cendu£k  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance ;  if  thofe  papers  were  ex- 
amined, it  would  be  found,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  deviated 
from  all  his  boafied  plans  of  oeconomy  ;  that,  in  moil  of  his 
fchemes  he  had,  with  a  lavifh  and  improvident  hand,  wafted 
large  fums  of  public  money;  and  that  by  laying  out  large 
•fuitift  in  the  purchafeof  powder  mills,  he  had  taifed  the  price 
of  powder  to  fix  times  its  former  coft.  Whether  this  was 
done  in  order  to  preferve  the  game,  or  with  a  view  to  prevent 
people  from  uiGng  too  much  powder,  which  they  might  be 
inclined.to  do,  where  it  continued  to  be  cheap,  Mr.  Courtenay 
faid  he  knew  not,  but  in  every  one  of  the  noble  Duke's 
fchemes  he  averted,  that  there  would  be  difcovered  a  profu- 
fion  of  public  money.  When  he  faid  this,  he  declared  he 
ailerted  a  fa<3,  and  would  be  ready  to  prove  what  he  faid,  on 
any  future  day,  and  if  he  did  not  prove  it  incontrovertibly^ 
he  Would  allow  the  noble  Duke  deferved  the  confidence  of  his 
country,  and  that  he  had  mifconceived  his  coiidudk  and  cha->- 
rafter. 

Mr.  Adridgi  obferved,  that  he  did  not  rife  to  anfwer  th6  Mr. 
latter  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech ;  that  his  AIdridg< 
annual  attack  on  the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
n^mce,  was  groyvh  to  be  fo  familiar  a  circumftance,  and  was 
at  the  fame  time  fo  eadly  accounted  for,  that  it  neither  fur* 
prifed  him,  nor,  he  believed,  any  one  Member  of  the  Houfe* 
He  rofc  merely  to  fay  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  chargd 
agalnft  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  on  the  ground  of  making;  out 
their  eftimates.  The  honourable  gentleman  having  left  the 
Board  for  fome  time,  might  n)t  be  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
fentpraflice,  which  was  to  lay  before  that  Hoafe  as  accurate 
an  eftimate  of  every  work  intended  to  be  carried  on,  as  could 
poffibly  be  made  out.  In  regard  to  the  prefent  queftion 
of  fortifications  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  Board  had  cer- 
tainly received  a  plan  and  eftimate  of  the  works  intended 
to  beere6led  in  thofe  idands;  but,  they  found  it  iiUpofilble  to 
make  out  from  them  any  eftimate,  fufficiently  accurate  to  lay 
before  the  Houfe.  Had  they  recurred  to  the  former  prac- 
tice of  the  Board,  and  made  an  eftimate  by  guefs,  they 
might  poftibly  have  prefented  one,  but  fuch  an  eftimate 
muft,  from  the  nature  of  things,  have  proved  delufive.  As 
nearly  as  could  poffibly  be  computed,  the  whole  expence  of 
the  works  intended  would  not  exceed  20o,oool. 

Mr.  Courtenay  anfwered,  that  his  queftion   was,  h?id  the      Mr. 
Baord  of  Ordnance,  or  had  they  nat,  a  plan  and  eftimate  of  Ccnirtcnt; 
the  intended  fortification  before  them  ?  If  they  had  not,  they 
certainly  could  not  lay  it  on  the  table.     Mr.  Courtenay  was 
proceeding  to  reafoa  upoa>  the  queftion,  when  he  was  inter- 
Vo'.  XXV.  3  X  rupted 
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mpted  by  die  Speaker,  and  defired  to  confine  himfelf  to  ex- 
planation. Mr.  Courtenay  obferYcd,  that  he  was  wiHirtg  aC 
all  times  10  fabmit  to  the  Chair,  whether  he  felt  convi6lioa 
or  not ;  and  all  he  meant  to  fay,  was,  that  if  the  Board  had 
not  had  a  plan  and  efiimate  tranfmitted  from  the  Weft  In- 
dies, they  cottld  not  of  coturfe  lay  it  npon  the  table,  but  if 
they  had,  they  ought  to  fubmit  it  to  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Mr.    Jtldridge  explained,  that  the    Ordnance    eftimates 

Aldridge.  never  liad  been  fo   accurately  arranged  as  they  wece  at 
prefent. 
Mr.  Mr.  Shiridafi  rofe  to  defend  his  honoitrable  friend,  Mr. 

Sheridan.  Conrtenay,  who  had,  he  thougltt,  been  rather  improperly 
tailed  to  order. 
The  The  Sptak^r  anfwered,  that  it  was  an  efTential  part  of  his 

Speaker,  duty,  to  preferve  order.  It  was  at  all  times  difagreeable  to 
him  to  interrupt  gentlemen,  but  when  they,  in  a  fecond 
fpeech,  went  into  new  reafoning  and  argument,  inftead  of 
con&ning  themfelves  to  eii;p]anation,  he  felt  to  be  his  duty 
to  rnterrupt  them ;  and,  however  he  might  on  any  occaiion 
miftake  the  point  of  duty,  in  refpeft  to  order,  yet,  when  his 
intentions  were  of  the  nature  which  he  had  defcribed,  he 
conceived  it  to  be  unhandfome  to  make  any  refle£tion  on  hii 
conduct. 

Mr.  She-  Mr.  Shiridan  admitted,  that  his  honourable  friend's  words, 
ridan,  when  he  was  called  to  order  from  the  Chair,  wece  not  after- 
wards followed  with  that  explanation,  which  he  had  expefled 
he  was  about  to  give  ;  but,  the  Houfe  well  knew,  that  when 
gentlemen  were  interrupted,  it  frequently  happened  that  they 
purfucd  a  different  train  of  ideas  from  thofe  they  had  fet  out 
with.  With  regard  to  tlie  queftion  itfelf,  he  did  not  mean 
to  fpeak  to  themilitarv  part  of  it,  nor  did  he  conceive  that 
this  was  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe.  But,  if  they  were 
to  rely  on  military  authority,  his  honourable  friend  (Colonel 
Phipps)  mufl:  excufe  him,  if,  on  account  of  his  greater  expe- 
rience, he  gave  the  preference  to  the  authority  of  his  honour- 
able ffiend  near  him  (General  Burgoyne).  The  real  quef- 
tion, however,  for  their  con fi deration,  appeared  to  him  to  be, 
whether  His  Majefty's  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
diking  that  fum  from  Parliament,  had  given  the  proper 
documents  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  that  the  fum  ought  to  be 
voted?  Mr.Sieridan  faid,  bethought  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  not ;  becaufe,  lail  year  he  had  himfelf  moved 
the  very  fame  motion  as  that  which  was  now  made  by  his 
honourable  friend.  The  right  honourahle  gentleman  had 
then  declared  that  no  eftimate  had  been  received  by  Gorvcrn- 
ment  from  the  Weft  Indies,  but  that  Government  expe<Sled 
one ;  and  when  it  came,  iiihould  be  laid  on  the  table.     Upon 

that 
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that  fuggeftion*  or  rather  promife,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid>  he  had 
Confented  to  wave  his  motion*  He  remarked,  that  he  per- 
fectly well  recollet^ed,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  bft  year  faid,  the  expence  would  probably  amount  to 
aliout  sooyoool.  but,  that  if  it  were  double  that  fum,  the 
objeft  would  deferve  it.  As  it  was  confeffed,  that  an  efti- 
mate  was  now  befoie  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  the  Houle 
ought  to  have  it  upon  the  table,  before  they  proceeded  to  vote 
the  money.  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  he  had  not  been  prefent 
when  the  feamen  were  voted,  but  when  he  faw  that  2000 
additional  feamen  had  been  voted,  it  gave  him  great  fatis* 
.  fadion,  becaufe  he  thence  conceived,  that  the  projeft  of  for- 
tifying the  Weft  India  iflands  had  been  reconfidered  by  His 
Majefly's  Minifters,  and  rejed^ed  as  impolitic;  a  conception 
to  which  the  train  of  reafoning  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tlefQan  naturally  led,  when  he  fpoke  upon  the  fubjefl,  in  the 
courfopf  the  preceding  feffion. 

Mr.  SfceU  expreffed  his  wifhes  that  thofe  gentleme^i  who      Mr, 
were  fo  clamorous  for  eftiroates,    would  pleafe  to  inform  S^"'* 
him  how  it  was  poffible,  under  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  to  lay  eftimates  of  the  particular  nature  of  thofe  in 

!|uefiion  upon  the  table.     They  themfeives  muft  agree,  that 
or  a  variety  of  reafons  it  would  be  highly  improper  to. lay 
the  plan  of  the  intended  fortifications  on  the  table,  and  if  a 
detailed  cftimate  of  the  expence  were  prefented,  it  muft 
ucceflarily  refer  fo  minutely  to  the  plan,  that  it  would  be 
unintelhgible  without  it,  or  it  would  give  io  much  informa- 
tion that  all  the  dangers  would  be  incurred  which  were 
meant  to  be  avoided  by  not  fubmitting  the  plan  to  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  the  Houfe.      The  Houfe  had  heard,    that  the 
general  amount  of  the  intended  fortifications,    as  nearly  as 
it  could  be  calculated,  would  run  from  1 80,000!.  to  200,oool* 
There  were,  he  believed,  fix  iflands  intended  to  be  fortified, 
and  about  30,  or  40,000!.  were  to  be  allowed  to  each  ifland* 
Mr.  Steele  entered  into  a  defence  of  the  pradlice  of  the 
prefent  Board  of  Ordnance,  compared  with  the  pradlice  of 
former  Boards,  in  refpedl  to  their  eftiiuates.     1  here  waf^ 
he  faid,  on  the  table,  a  paper  ftating  what  fums  had  been 
expended  on  each  article,    during  the  years   1784,    1785, 
1786,  and  1787 ;  and  the  paper  left  a  balance  of  only  8ooo'. 
difference  between  their  actual  expenditure,  and  the  eftimates 
that  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  from  time  to  tiipe,  du« 
ling  thofe  four  years.     In  former  years,  before  and  during 
the  late  war,  the  practice  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  was  to 
bring  each  year  a  charge  for  fervices  unprovided  for,  larger 
in  amount  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  Ordnance  eftimatc 
of  th(9  year,  by  which  means  there  was  always  a  large  Ord- 
nance 
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nance  debt.  What  was  the  prefent  fittiation  of  the  Ord* 
nance  ?  The  eftimates  were  drawn  out  with  the  utmoft  ac-  , 
ctrracy,  and  regularly  brought  forward;  contrails  wpre 
made  fairly,  and  the  flriftefl  c^conomy  preferved ;  the  con- 
fcquenpe  was,  there  was  not  now  one  farthing  of  Ordnance 
debt.  This,  Mr.  Steele  contended,  was  an  undeniable  faft, 
and  the  regular  payments  at  the  Ordnance  Board,  /hewed 
that  the  bufine fs  of  the  Ordnance  department  was  properly 
<:ondu£ted.  In  proof  that  fortifications  were  neeeffary  in 
the  Weft  Indies  for  the  prefervation  of  our  iflands,  he  defired 
gentlemen  to  refer  tp  their  Gazettes;  they  would  there  fee, 
that  Grenada,  St.  Vincent's,  and  other  of  our  iflands  had, 
in  wars  antecedent  to  the  laft,  fur  rendered  Ayithout  firing  a 
fingle  fhot,  and  been  taken  by  a  fmall  number  of  men. 
The  Gazettes  would  likewifc  prove,  that  the  force  in  the 
iflands  at  the  time  of  attack  could  make  no  (land,  merely 
for  the  want  of  fortifications  to  enable  them  to  hold  out  till 
relief  could  be  afforded  by  our  fleets.  Mr,  Steele  added 
pther  arguments  to  prove,  th^t  providing  future  powers  of 
defence,  during  a  tinrie  of  peace,  muft  become  the  means  of 
affording  the  moft  effedtual  fecurity  in  time  of  war.  He 
remarked,  that  he  would  avoid  entering  into  any  defence  of 
the  charafter  of  the  noble  Duke  at  tbe  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance Board,  becaufe  ^s  his  attachment  to  that  noble  Duke 
*was  well  known,  whatever  he  might  offtr  upon  the  fubjefi 
might  be  imputed  to  partiality,  and  he  was  fure  that  the 
noble  Duke's  integrity  and  punctilious  difcharge  of  his  pub- 
lic duty  were  too  generally  admitted  by  the  candid  and  un- 
prejudiced, to  render  it  neceflSjry  for  him  to  urge  a  fingle 
fyllable  in  his  vindication 
Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  was  fo  thoroughly 
perfuaded  of  tfie  benefiqiql  policy  of  purfuing  a  moderate 
plan  of  fortification  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  he  had  the 
preceding  day,  the  prefumptidn  to  ofifer  to  combat  with  the 
honourable  General  oyer  the  way  on  the  difcuflion  of  the 
fubjeft.  He  would  not,  however,  have  the  ftill  greater 
pfrefumption  to  endeavour  to  attempt  to  add  one  word  tq 
the  arguments  which  had  been  urged  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day's  debate ;  ^rgnn^ents,  which  in  his  mind,  moft  clearly 
and  unanfwerably  proved  that  the  plan  was  foundpd  in  pro- 
priety and  good  fenfe.  The  only  point,  therefore,  to  which 
the  quefiion  before  the  Houfe  appeared  to  be  reduced,  was 
merely  what  the  extent  of  the  expence  would  be.  As  far  as 
that  department,  to  which  the  gueftion  referred,  could  form 
any  judgement-,  it  was  underftood  that  it  would  amount  to 
between  i8o,oool.  and  200,cool.  But  the  Board  of  Ord- 
pance^  fpr  a  variety  pf  obvious  reafons^  had  declared^  that 

it 
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it  was  ntterljf  impoffible  for  them,  from  the  eftimates  which 
had  been  tranfmitted  to  them,  to  form  an  accurate  and  pre- 
cife  judgement  of  the  ultimate  account  of  the  expence.  If 
therefore,  underftanding  that  an  accurate  and  exa£l  ilate- 
ment  of  the  ultiraate  account  could  not  be  given,  the 
Houfe  were  dedrous  of  having  an  eftima^e  laid  upon  the 
table,  for  the  fake  of  having  in  writing,  what  they  had  al- 
ready heard  in  fubftance,  he  for  his  own  part,  fliould  not 
relift  their  wifhes. 

Mr.  Adam  obferved,  that  he  fhould  think  he  a£led  an  un-  Mr.Ad 
bee jming  part,  were  he  to  allow  aiTertions  refpefting  the 
conduA  of  former  Boards  of  Ordnance  to  pafs  unanfwered, 
when  he  conceived  that  they  could  be  anfwcred  fatisfadlorily. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Steele,)  bad  faid,  that 
former  Boards  of  Ordnance  ufed  to  bring  in  a  large  expence, 
year  after  year  of  unprovided  fervices ;  he  did  not  deny  thci 
fe6l  ;*  but  the  reafon  was  to  be  found  in  tlie  circumftances  of 
/the  times  from  which  it  unavoidably  arofe.  The  eftimates 
alluded  to,  were  eilimates  during  a  war,  and  during  a  war  it 
was  impoffible  to  forefee  what  would  be  wanted.  To  prove 
this,  he  need  only  mention  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  the 
occafions  of  which,  as  far  as  they  regarded  the  Ordnance 
department,  were  neceffarily  fupplied  as  faft  as  they  arofe; 
but  It  was  impoffible  to  ftate  to  Parliament  beforehand  what 
thofe  occafions  would  prove.  '1  he  eftimates  for  the  laft 
five  years,  wer^  r»ftima»es  in  tiipe  of  peace,  when  the  ne- 
ceffary  fervices  for  the  current  year,  could  with  great  eafe 
and  accuracy  be  afcertained  and  ftated.  If  there  ftiould  be 
a  war,  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  the  fame  ftate  of  uncer- 
tainty would  recur,  and  the  fame  confequences  refult.  But 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  queftion,  the  argument  upon  it 
was  not  that  there  was  not  a  fufficient  degree  of  accuracy, 
but  that  there  was  not  a  fufficient  degree  of  information. 
If  there  were,  without  fubraitting  the  plan  of  the  intended 
fortifications  to  Parliament,  the  Ordnance  Board  would 
have  ftated  the  quantity  of  bricks  and  timber  neceffiiry  to 
be  ufed  in  conftrufting  the  diffisrent  works  in  the  difierent 
iilands.  Another  circumftance  which  made  a  difference  in 
the  amount  of  the  Ordnance  eftimates  formerly  and  during 
the  laft  vear  was.  that  in  the  war  before  the  laft,  and  in  the 
war  before  that,  all  the  traniport  fervice  of  the  Ordnance  was 
defrayed  by  the  Navy  Board.  Whereas,  in  the  fucceeding 
war,  the  tranfport  krvice  was  defrayed  by  the  Ordnance 
Board,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Ordnance  eftimates 
were  exceedingly  and  unavoidably  fwelled. 

Mr.  Steele  anfwered  that  he  had  not  alluded  to  the  praflice  Mr.SS 
of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  regard  to  their  eftimates  in 
former  tinjes,  merely  \yitl>  view  to  years  of  war,    but  had 

cxpreflly 
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rxprcffly  mentioned  the  year  1770,  1771,  1772,  and  1773, 
which  wiere  years  of  proiouml  peace. 

Upon  the  queftion  being  put,  the  refolutions  were  carried, 
and  General  Burgoyne's  motion  was  negatived. 
Sir  Sir  fVilliam  Mole/worth  obferved,  that  he  muft  a^ain  ad-^ 

W.Molef.  vert  to  the  wall  round  Mutton  Cove  at  Plymouth,  refpcdk- 
woEih.  ing  which,  an  honourable  Captain,  whom  he  did  not  lee  ii| 
his  place,  had  chofen  to  amufe  the  Houfe  the  preced  ng  day. 
That  wall,  he  underflood,  was  to  l:e  built  by  the  Artificers 
whom  the  noble  Duke  had  laft  vear  formed  into  a  corps, 
So^  thAt  without  ftating  it,  or  fiibmrtting  it  in  any  man.^cf 
to  that  Houfe,  a  very  large  and  expenfive  work  was  to  be 
carried  on.  Ex  uno  d'lfce  omnes*  1*  rom  the  fa£l  which  he 
bad  mentioned,  the  Houfe  might  judge  of  the  general  con« 
du£k  of  the  Board  of  Ordnanct%  He  therefore  laid  in  his 
claim  to  have  the  eftimate  of  the  expence  of  that  wall  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would  fhortly 
make  a  motion  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Mutiny  bill,  Mr.  Gilbert  took  the  chair,  and  when  the 
Committee  had  proceeded  lo  the  claufe  giving  the  power  to 
Magiflrates  to  affefs  alehoufes,  which  have  not  ftables  with 
a  certain  ratio  of  expence, 
Mr.  Wil-  Mr.  fVilbraham  contended,  that  fuch  keepers  of  public 
braham.  houfes  as  did  not  pay  eight  pounds  a  year  rent,  and  four 
hundred  publicans  of  this  defcription  lived  within  the  city 
of  Norwich,  were  a  fpecies  of  people  fo  humble,  that  they 
ouglit  to  have  their  diftrefs  alleviated,  and  therefore  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  confuler  their  circumftances,  and 
exempt  them  from  thp  payment  oi  any  rate  of  the  kind  in 
qneflion. 
Mr.  Steele  Mr.  Steele  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the  power  was  given  to  the  Magistrates  with  a 
view  to  diftribute  the  burthen  impofed  on  publicans  equally 
and  according  to  their  feveral  rents  and  circumAances,.  fo 
that  thofe  who  had  no  ftables,  not  leaving  privates  of  ca- 
valry quartered  on  them  might  pay  a  proportionable  rate  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Magiftrates  of  the  city,  town,  or 
place  (who  were  mod  likely  to  judge  fairly,  from  heft 
knowing  the  rents  and  circumftances  pf  each  publican)  in 
order  to  make  them  bear  their  fljare  of  the  general  burthen, 
which  the  Legiflature  had  thought  it  right  to  impo£c  on 
aiehoufe- keepers  and  inn-keepers. 

Tire  bill  went  through  the  Committee,  and  was,  as 
foon  as  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  reporied  and  ordered  to  be,- 
cngroffed. 

The  Houfe  adjourneil. 

Ftidi^' 
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Friday^  20tb  March. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  came  to 
two  refblutions,  viz« 

I  ft.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  "  That 
**  towards  raiiing  a  fupply  to  His  Majefty,  the  duties  upon 
**  malt,  cyder,  and  perry,  be  fartlier  continued  from 
"  the  23d  day  of  June,  1789,  to  the  24th  day  of  June, 
«  1790." 

2d.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  **  That 
^  the  fum  of  four  ihillliigs  in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be 
^^  raifed  within  the  fpaceof  one  year,  upon  lands,  tenements, 
f<  and  hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal  ellates, 
^  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  called  England,  Wales,  and 
^  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed;  and  a  proportion- 
^  able  cefs  upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot« 
w  land.^ 

The  Houfe  adjourned  until 

AforuUiy^  7.yt  March. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  rofe,  and  moved,  **  that  the  entry  in 
«*  the  Journal  of  tlie  laft  feffion,  dated  the  9th  of  May, 
**  might  be  read  ;''  and,  the  fame  having  beei>  read  by  the 
Clerk, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  obferved,  that  although  the  matter  in  Mr.^ 
queftion  was  certainly  of  fo  much  public  importance,  that  bcrfoi 
every  gentleman  mull  wiih  it  to  be  brought  forward  as 
early  as  it  conveniently  could,  yet,  from  the  peucliar  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  times,  it  was  iinpoffible  for  it  to  come  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  as  he  underftood,  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  ought  to  be  brought  forward,  till  after  the  Eafter  recefs. 
He  gave  notice,  tlierefore,  that  on  as  early  a  day  4s  poffible 
after  the  Elafter  recefs,  he  fiiould  move,  that  all  the  papers 
which  could  aiFord  the  Houfe  information  on  the  fubjeft, 
Aiould  be  laid  upon  the  table  ;  and  if  any  gentleman  had 
farther  intelligence  to  communicate' to  the  Houfe,  than  the 
papers  he  meant  to  move  for,  might  convey,  he  trufted  that 
fuch  gentlemen  would  move  in  time  for  iho(e  papers  whicli 
they  might  deem  neceflliry  for  the  information  of  the  Houfe, 
fo  that  the  fubjedl  might  be  taken  into  confideration  oa 
Thurfday,  the  23d  of  April 

Mr.  Wilberforce  concluled  with  moving, 

**  That  this  Houfe  will,  on  Thurfday,  the  23d  day  of 
**  April  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
••  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  circumftances  of  the  Slave 
*'  Trade,  complained  of  in  the  faid  petitions." 

Mr.  Wilberforce   having  been  reminded  by  his  friends, 
that  he  had  omitted  to  ftate  the  objewk  of  his  in. ended  mo- 
tion. 
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tion,  wBed  all  the  papers  alluded  to  (hould  be  before  th^ 
Houfe,  and  the.fubje<^  fairly  under  confideration,  rofe  again 
and  faid,  that  from  mere  accidental  abfence  of  recolleAionf 
he  had  omitted  to  ftate,  what,  in  candour,  he  was  ready  to. 
confefs,  ought  to  hnve  been  mentioned  by  him ;  and  this  was, 
that  his  motion  would  go  to  the  extent  of  an  entire  abolition 
of  tlie  Slave  Trade. 

The  motion  having  been  read  from  the  Chaif, 
Lord  Lord  Penrhyn  obferved,  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman 

cnrhyn.    had  faid  that  the  objeft  of  his  intended  motion  would  be,  to 
propofe  a  complete  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  he  begged 
leave  to  afk  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  meant  to  make 
any  compenfation  to  the  African  merchants,  for  theexpencc 
which  they  had  incurred,  in  (hipping  and  materials,  for  car- 
rying on  that  trade  ;  both  of  which,  (hould  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion  be  carried,  would  be  rendered  ufelefs ;  and 
alfo,  whether  he  comprehended  in  his  obje£^,  a  compenfation 
to  the  proprietors  of  eflates  in  the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  aboli« 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  which,  the  meansof  cultivating  the 
WjBft  Indies  would  be  entirely  cut  off?  All  the  lands  in  the 
Weft  Indies  were  either  fecurities  for  debts  due  to  this  coun* 
try^  or  jointures  for  widows^  or  provifions  for  children.     If, 
therefore,  thofe  fecurities  were  not  intended  to  be  provided 
for,   the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  made  his  motion, 
would  carry  a  violation  of  juftice  in  one  hand,  and  a  (hew  ok 
humanity  in  the  other. 
At.  Wil-      Mr.   PTilberferce  having  premiled,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
esforce.    almoft  every  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  would  agree  with  him, 
that  any  difcuflion  of  the  fubjeft  whatever,  in  the  prcfent 
moment,  muft  be  premature  and  inrpertinent,  added,  that  no 
confideration,  except  his  refpe<ft  for  the  noble  Lord,  could 
have  induced  him  to  rife  to  fay  a  fyllable  in  reply.     Whert 
the  papers  neceffary  to  give  the  Houfe  full  information 
refpefting  the  nature  of  the  queftion   to  be  agitated,  (hould 
have  been  duly  confidered,  and  the  matter  be  brought  regu- 
larly under  difcuflion,  he  trufted  that  he  (hould  be  able  to 
prove  to  the  entire  fatisfaflion  of  every  gentleman,  that  the 
Slave  Trade  might  be  completely  aboli/hed  without  injury 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  or  by  any 
means  affeding  the  fecurities  to  which  the  noble  Lord  ad« 
verted, 
^r  Gaf-       Mr.  Gafcoyne  declared,  that  he  lofe,  not  prematurely  "to 
oy««»        enter  into  the  difcuflion  of  a  fubjed^,  which  certainly  was  o^ 
very  great  importance,  and  consequently  deferving  of  verr 
ferious  confideration,  but,  merely  to  obferve,  that  althougn, 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  told  them  candidly,  that  h« 
meant  to  move  for  an  entire  abolition  of  the  African  Trade, 
and  that  he  meant  to  lay  before  them  fuch  documents,  as 

would 
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would  afford  the  Houfe  ample  information  on  the  fubjed,  he 
had  not  faid  what  thofe  documents  were.  If,  therefore,  when 
the  documents  fliould  be  before  them,  the  time  allowed  for 
gentlemen  to  confider  them,  ihould  not  appear  to  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  that  purpofe  ;  or  if  further  documents  Ihould  appear 
to  be  neceffary,  he  for  one,  ihould  not,  in  either  of  thofe 
cafes,  think  himfelf  pledged  togi/e  his  vote  to  fupport  any 
motion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  might  tlien  think 
proper  to  make,  in  confequence  of  his  having  confented  to 
the  motion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  juft 
moved. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Tlie  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefiayy  24th  March. 

Mr.  Seaufoy  obferved,  that  whilft  he  rofe  to  fubmit  to  the  Mr 
decifion  of  the  Houfe,  the  motion  of  which  he  had  lately  Beau. 
given  notice,  he  felt  his  mind  imprefled  with  fome  degree  of 
anxiety ;  becaufe,  if  he  fhould  not  fucceed,  he  was  confcious 
that  he  fliould  not  only  bring  a  kind  of  difcredit  on  the  moft 
glorious  eveiit  which  hiflory  records;  but,  fliould  alfo  in 
fome  degree,  for  fuch  muft  prove  the  effe6t  of  a  negative  on 
the  motion,  tarnifti  the  luftre  of  the  conftitution  itfelf.  But, 
that  whilft  on  the  one  hand,  he  found  how  impofTible  it  was 
to  avoid  the  pain  of  fucn  an  apprehenfion,  he  felt  himfelf,  on 
the  other,  fupported  and  encouraged  by  the  remembrance, 
that  the  principle  on  which  he  proceeded,  had  repeatedly 
received  the  fandlion  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature.  It  was  a 
principle  too  natural  to  the  human  heart,  and  too  confonant 
to  its  beft  feelings,  not  to  have  obtained  the  countenance  of 
all  free  nations,  in  every  age  of  the  world.  For,  what  free 
people  were  ever  fo  loft  to  virtue,  and  fo  infenfible  to  the 
feelings  of  gratitude,  as  not  to  acknowlege,  that  for  national 
evils  averted,  and  national  blefEngs  beftowed,  the  public 
thanks  of  the  nation  were  due  to  the  Almighty  ?  Mr.  Beau- 
foy  obferved,  that  in  this  Kingdom  particular  days  in  the 
year  had  been  fet  apart  for  the  commemoration  of  fuch 
events  as  were  thought  by  the  Legiflature  to  have  had  a 
more  than  common  influence  on  the  conftitution  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  country.  That  on  the  26th  of  May,  for  exam- 
ple, we  were  accuftomed  to  celebrate  the  clofe  of  civil  dif- 
cord,  and  the  reftoration  of  legal  government.  That  of  the 
truth  and  wifdom  of  the  principle  of  his  intended  motion,  he 
fliould  therefore  forbear  to  fpeak,  as  a  ftronger  teftimonial 
ofthat  truth,  and  a  higher  panegyric  on  that  wifdom,  than 
any  which  he  could  give,  would  be  found  in  the  records  of 
the  Houfe,  and,  he  tuifted  he  might  add,  in  the  feelings  of 
every  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  the  honour  tor  addrefshim* 
Vol.  XXV.  3  Y  felf. 


530  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1789, 

felf.  After  this  iiitrodu6tion,  Mr.  Beaufoy  proceeded  to 
conlkler  the  propriety  of  applying  to  the  Revolution,  the 
principle  which  he  had  thus  defcribed;  and  he  remarked, 
that  it  was  unneceflary  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  fingular 
importance  of  this  great  event,  either  with  refpedk  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  evils  efcaped,  or  of  the  nature  of  the  bleffings> 
whiclihad  followed  the  deliverance.  Heobferved,  that  the 
Houfe  were  perfe6\ly  aware  of  the  fituation  in  which  the  two 
countries  that  now  compofe  Great  Britain,  at  that  time  flood. 
That  in  Scotland,  words  the  mofl:  innocent,  as  in  the  days  of 
Nero,  became  a  capital  offence  ;  that  the  Marquis  of  Lorn 
was  executed  for  having  defamed  the  King's  Minifters  ;  that 
torture  was  brought  into  common  ufe,  as  a  neceflary  ma- 
chine of  Government;  and  that  the  Parliament  of  Scotland, 
like  the  Senate  of  Rome,  had  declared,  that  abfolute  power 
in  the  Sovereign  was  tbe fundamental  law  of  the  State;  that 
the  Houfe  were  equally  aware,  that  even  in  England,  the 
Government  was  one  vafi:  confpiracy  againft  the  interefts, 
the  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  the' People;  that  the  law 
was  made  an  inftrument  of  deftrudlion  to  the  guiltlefs,  and 
that  the  fentence  of  the  judge  was  confignment  to  legal 
murder ;  that,  in  the  King,  every  a6t  was  threatening  and 
portentous;  that  he  himfelf  was  a  penfioner  to  the  ancient 
enemy  of  the  Kingdom  ;  that  to  extirpate  forever  the  liber- 
ties and  religion  of  the  People,  was  the  ftedfafl  purpofe  of  his 
reign,  and  that  to  accomplifh  this  purpofe,  the  armies  of 
France,  at  that  time  tl>e  terror  of  Europe,  offered  their  ut- 
moft  aid.  Mr.  Beaufoy  then  obferved,  how  impoffible  it 
was  to  refle<5l  on  the  deliverance  of  tUe  Kingdom  from  the 
dangers  of  that  awful  period,  without  acjcnowleding,  that  a 
fironger  claim  to  the  ardour  of  gratitude,  and  the  earneftnefs 
of  devotion,  had  never  occurred  in  the  hiftory  of  man.  Mr. 
Beaufoy  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to  flate  the  blefSngs 
which  have  been  confequent  on  the  event  which  he  wiflied 
to  commemorate.  He  afked,  to  wha.c  other  caufe  could  be 
afcribed  that  confcioufnefs  of  fafety,  that  fenfe  of  perfonal 
fecurity,  which  conftitutesour  greateft  happinefs.  and  with- 
out which  all  other  enjoyments  are  but  motives  of  inquietude, 
and  incitements  to  anxiety  r  To  the  confequences  of  the 
fame  event,  he  imputed  that  wonderful  fabric  of  manufac- 
tures and  commerce  which  furpaffes  the  comprehenfion  of 
foreigners,  and  is  fcarcely  within  the  reach  of  our  own  ;  and 
he  farther  remarked,  that,  to  the  genuine  effed^s  of  the  famt? 
powerful  caufe,  we  alfo  owed  that  innate  flrength,  and  intenfe 
energy  of  a6tion,  which  had  enabled  this  Kingdom,  in  our 
own  day,  not  only  to  oppofe  the  united  efforts  of  the  three 
moft  potent  States  in  Europe,  each  of  which,  before  the  Re- 
voiution,  was  thought  our  equal  in  flrength,  but  bad  alfo  im- 
0  powered 
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powered  us  to  baffle  their  utmofl    exertions,  even  when  our 
own  dependencies  had  joined  the  confederacy  againft  us.     Of 
a  greater  and  ftill  more  obvious  blefling,  he  faid,  he  need  not 
fpeak;  for,  who  that  valued  his  own  freedom,  who  that  re- 
garded the'hflppinefs  of  his  country,  or  who  that  thought  an 
attachment  to  the  rights  of  t]\e  People,  the  hell  attribute  of 
royalty,   could  forget,  that  to  the  Revolution  we  owed  ths 
acceflion  of  His  ^/Jajefty's  illuftrious  Houfe.     That  attach- 
ment, he  obferved,  had  already  continued  without  cliange  or 
interruption,  through  the  long  period  of  three  fucceflive  ge- 
nerations, and  of  its  continuance  in  the  fourth,  we  felt  an 
affurance  on  fuch  grounds,   as  gave  to  expe£lation  the  cer- 
tainty of  eicperience.     From  the  arguments  which  confidera- 
tions   of  religious   gratitude  had  fuggefled,    Mr.   Beaufoy 
paffed  on  to  tnofe  which  might  be  drawn  from  the  advantage 
of  impreffing  the  minds  of  the   People  with  a  juft  and  folemn 
fenfe   of  the  nature  of  their  rights,   the  attempts  which, 
in  former  periods,  had  been  made  to  fubvert  tliem,  and  the 
miferies  which,  if  thofe  attempts  had   fucceeded,  would  have^ 
been  brought  upon  themfelves,  and  intailed  upon  their  pofte- 
rity.     Thofe,  he  obferved,  who  had  mnrked  the  hiftory  of 
free  States,  had  uniformly  tliouglit,  tliat  the  danger  to  tlie 
liberties  of  a  People  is  aot  \o  great  from  external  violence,  as 
it  is  from  the  filent  progrefs  of  internal  decay.     He  declared, 
that  he  himfelf  had  long  confidered  the  People  of  England  as 
too  much  difpofed  to  rely  on  the  fufiiciency  of  Magna  Charta, 
on   the  eledlive  conlHtution  of  the  third  branch  of  the  Le- 
giflature,  and  on  the  right  of  trial  by  juries,  for  tlie  mainte- 
nance of  their  freedom  ;  and,  that  tlie  reafon  on   which  he 
founded  this  opinion  was,  tliat  all  thefe  fecurities  had  been 
put  to  the  proof,  and  had  failed  us  in  the  trial.     Where,  he 
afls^ed,  were  the   energies  of  Magna  Charta,  when  the  fu- 
rious  fpirit   of   Henry  the  Eighth   had   poflcflion    of    the 
Throne?     Or,  what  obftacles  did  the  cle6^ive  conftitution 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  oppofe  to  the  defpotic  temper  of 
the  King  ?     Were  not  they  themfelves   the  abjeft  inftru- 
ments  of  his  tyranny  ?     If,  faid  he,  the  influence  of  Magna 
Charta  could  have  preferved  the  liberties  of  England,  would 
.  Great  Britain  ever  have  known  the  difgrace  of  CromwelTs 
ufurpation  ?     Or,  if  the  right  of  trial  by  Jury  were  a  fuf- 
ficient  guard  from  the  attacks  of  irritated  power,    would 
the  illuftrious  Lord  RufTel,  or  the  immortal  Sydney,  have 
died  upon  a  fcaffbld  ?     Of  what  avail  was  that  right  in  the 
days  of  JeflEVies,  when  the  circuit  of  the  Judges  was  more  ter- 
rible to  the  fubjeft  than  even  military  execution  ;  the  fuffer- 
er  then  found,  that  a  trial  by  His  Peers  ferved  but  to  aggravate 
his  diftrefs ;  as  it  proved  to  him,  that  he  was  betrayed  where 
he  expefled  prote6lion,  and  that  his  equals  and  f<.llows  in  fo- 
3  Y  2  c.vd^ 
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ciety  were  accomplices  in  his  murder.     Thus,  Mr.  Beaufoy 
faid,  it  appeared  from  the  hiftory  of  this  kingdom,  that  when 
the  fpirit  of  the  People  was  decayed,  when  the  energies  of 
public  zeal  were  exhaufted,  and  the  voice  of  patriotifm  was 
no  longer  heard,  the  Conftitution  itfelf  became  but  a  power- 
lefs  form,  a  treacherous  fhew  of  feeming  good,  perfuafive  to 
the  eye,  but  delufive  to  the  hope.     Mr.  Beaufoy  added,  that 
if  the  Houfe  Ihould  approve  of  the  motion,  which  he  was 
about  to  make,  he  would  propofe  that  the  bill  to  be  brought 
in,  on  this  occafion,  fliould  contain  that  brief  but  compre- 
henfive  abftradl  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  People, 
which  is  exhibited  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  Hiould  be  annu* 
ally  read  in  our  churches  as  a  part  of  the  fervice  of  the  day. 
Thus,  he  obferved,  the  People  would  be  inftrufted  in  the 
nature  of  their  rights,  would  be  informed  of  the  danger  to 
which  thofe  rights  had  been  expofed,  and  would  be  taught 
the  raiferies  which  the  lofs  of  them  would  bring  upon  their 
native  land ;  and  thus,  the  liberties  of  England    would  be 
protefled  from  the  ruin  which  had  attended  the  freedom  of 
other  States,  and  the  Conftitution  be  rendered  as  independent 
as  pofllble  of  time  and  chance.     Mr.  Beaufoy  concluded,  by 
laying,  that  to  celebrate  the  Revolution,  was  to  acknowledge 
the  obligations  which  we  owed  to  the  authors  of  that  illuf- 
trious  event ;  and  that  when  the  titles  of  Ruffe  II  and  Devon- 
/hire,  of  Dorfet,  Argyll  and  Danby,  and  of  their  other  be- 
nefadors,  ftiould  be  gratefully  mentioned,  the  People  would 
feel  a  joyful   affurance,  that   if  ever  their  rights  fhould  be 
again  attacked,  the  defcendants  of  thofe  great  men,    forget- 
ful, like  their  anceflors,  of  the  party  diftinftions  by  which 
they  might  happen  to  be  divided,  would  cordially  unite,  and, 
fo  united,  would  form  an  irrefiftible  phalanx  on  the  fide  of 
virtue  and  their  country.     To  celebrate  the  Revolution, 
was  alfo  to  remind  the  People  of  the  Angular  obligations 
which  they  owed  to  the  clergy  of  the  eftabliflied  Church  ;  it 
was  to  remind  them  of  the  unftiaken  integrity,  the  deter- 
mined fortitude,  the  ftedfaft  zeal  with  which,  under  trying 
circumftances,  and  in  a  fearful  feafon,  the  Bifhops  fuftained 
their  part ;  it  was  to  remind  them  of  the  earnefinefs  with 
which,  in  oppofjtion  to  their  own  immediate  intereilsy  the 
Diffenters,    on  that    occafion,    fupported   the    eftabliibed 

Church,  and  facrificed  religious  deftrudlion  to  the  cordiality 
of  a  civil  union.  And  finally,  it  was  in  reality  to  remind 
them  of  a  circumftance,  the  moft  pleaCng  that  could  be 
brought  to  their  recolled^ion — the  efforts  of  all  ranks  and 

clafles  of  Englifhmen,  in  fupport  of  their  common  rights  and 
of  the  free  conftitution   of  their  country  !    On    ail   thefe 

grounAsy  he  hoped  that  his  motion  would  not  be  unwelcome 

IQ  rhp  Hoyfe,  when  he  a&ve^\^v^^>  ^-^VNa  (kould  now  pro- 
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ceed  to  do,  to  bring  in  a  bill,  *'  To  eftablifli  a  perpetual  an- 
**  niverftry  thankfgiving  to  Almiglity  God,  for  having,  by . 
"  the  glorious  Revolution,  delivered  this  Nation  from  arbi- 
*•  trary  po^er,  and  to  commemorate  annually,  the  confir- 
**  mation  of  the  People's  rights." 

Lord  Muncajier  rifing  to  fecond  Mr.  Beaufoy's   motion,      Lon 
obferved,  that  his  honourable  friend  had  fo  amply  explained  Munca 
the  grounds  and  motives  on  which  he  wifhed  to  introduce 
his  bill,  that  he  had  left  him  no  occafion  to  add  a  fmgle  fyl- 
lable  on  the  fubjefl^. 

Sir -RiVi&tfr^/ iiK// declared,  it  would  be  extraordinary  in-  SirRi 
deed,  if,  in  the  courfe  of  an  hundred  years,  a  Britifh  Houfe  ^*^* 
of  Commons  fliould  not  have  difcovered  the  benefits  of  the 
Revolution*  TJie  honourable  gentleman's  motion,  therefore, 
teminded  him  of  the  canonization  of  the  Popifli  faints,  which 
generally  took  place  fifty  or  an  hundred  years  after  their 
death.  Sir  Richard  defired  that,  in  confequence  of  this  ob- 
fervation,  he  might  not  be  confidered  as  a  perfon  who  dif- 
liked  the  Revolution,  or  as  unwilling  to  acknowledge  the 
very  great  and  impoitant  advantages  which  this  country  had 
derived  from  it.  He  was  exceedingly  thankful  for  both,  and 
did  not  wi(h  to  oppofe  the  religious  celebration  of  fo  inte- 
refting  an  event ;  but,  he  feared  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman's  motion  were  adopted,  inftead  of  a  day  of  thankf- 
giving and  prayer,  the  day  would  become  a  day  of  feafting 
and*drunkennefs.  Sir  Richard  faid,  there  was  already  a  fer- 
vice  of  the  Church  fpecially  appointed  religioufly  to  comme- 
morate the  Revolution,  and  if  ths  clerk  would  turn  to  the 
Form  of  Prayer  for  the  5th  of  November,  which  followed 
the  reading  pfalms  in  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  he  would 
there  find  it. 

Mr.  Hatfell  read  the  Gunpowder  Treafon  and  Plot  Form 
of  Prayer,  which  diredls  fpecial  "  Prayers  of  thankfgiving 
^*  to  be  ufed  yearly  upon  the  fifth  day  01  November,  for  the 
*<  happy  deliverance  of  King  James  I.  and  the  three  eftates 
*<  of  England,  from  themoft  traiterous  and  bloody  intended 
*<  maffacre  by  gunpowder;  and  alfofor  the  happy  arrival  of 
**  King  William,  on  this  day,  for  the  deliverance  of  our 
<<  Church  and  Nation."^ 

Mr.  Hatfell  alfo,  at  Sir  Richard's  defire,  read  a  few  lines 
of  the  feveral  prayers  in  the  fame  fervice,  mentioning  King 
William's  happy  arrival. 

Sir  Richard  refumed  his  argument,  and  addreffing  himfelf 
peculiarly  to  the  Speaker,  faid,  he  was  more  than  any  other 
Member  interefted  in  the  motjon ;  fince,  if  it  was  carried, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  recolle£l  the  day,  and  have  to  attend 
and  freeze  at  St.  Margaret's  in  his  pontificalibus.  On  the 
30th  of  January,  the  Speaker,  together  with"  a  noble  and 

learned 
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learned  Lord,  belonging  to  another  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to 
which  it  certainly  was  not  regular  to  allude,  for  whom  he, 
in  common  with  the  public  in  general,  entertained  a  very 
high  degree  of  refpeft.  Sir  Richard  obferved,  made  an  an- 
nual vifit  to  St.  Margaret's  already,  and  he  believed  neither 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  chair,  nor  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  would  wifti  to  make  their  vifit  to  St. 
Margaret's  biennial.  Sir  Richard  apologized  for  the  trouble 
he  had  given  the  clerk,  to  refer  to  the  prayers  for  the  fervice 
ordained  for  the  5th  of  November,  by  faying,  that  he  had 
thought  it  neceffary,  becaufe  he  believed  the  Menibersof  that 
Houfe  were  not  particularly  converfant  with  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer. 
Mr.  Mr,  Beaiifoy  replied  to  Sir  Richard  Hill's  obje£tions,  which, 

Icaufoy.    he  obferved,  divided    themfelves  into  two  parts.     The  ho- 
nourable Baronet  firft  objedled,  becaufe  the  Revolution  took 
place  one  hundred  years  ago.     Thar,  Mr.  Beaufoy  faid,  was 
the  precife  ground  on  which  he  refted  his  motion.     It  was 
becaufe  an  hundred  years  had  elapfed,  and  becaufe  the  blef- 
fings  which  had  been  derived  from  the  Revolution,  had  been 
experienced  for  a  full  century,  that  he  wifhed  to  make  the 
Revolution  a  fubjeft  of  diftindb  and  fpecific  religious  com- 
memoration.     The  honourable   Baronet's  fecond    objeftion 
was,  that  there  was  already  a  fervice  of  the  Church  appointed 
to  commemorate  the   landing   of  King  William.     It   was 
true,  there  was  fuch  a  fervice;  but  in  it  were  comprehended 
two  objefts,  that  had  not  the  fmalleft  analogy  or  reference 
to  each  other;  the  one  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  the  other  the 
arrival  of  King  William.     It  was   to  commemorate  'neither 
of  thofe  events,  Mr.  Beaufoy  faid,  that  he  wifhed  to  bring 
in  a  bill.     Becaufe  a  miferable  bigot  had  been  happily  detedled 
in  a  defign  to  blow  up  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,   cruel 
and  deteftable  as  that  intention  was,  would   any  gentleman 
contend,  that  its  being  prevented  was  a  circumftance  of  equal 
importance  with  the  Revolution,  which  fecured  bur  liberties, 
and  gave  us  a  free  conftitution  ?  Nor  wa^s  it  King  William's 
landing  merely,  that  he  was  anxious  to  commemorate.  The 
examples  of  kingdoms,  acquired  by  conqueft,   and  by  force 
of  arms,  were  much  too  frequent  to  rend«r  any  one  of  them 
a  fit  fubjeft  of  fpecial  commemoration.     It  was  the  glorious 
event  of   the  Revolution    itfelf,  by  which,  without  lofs  of 
blood,  the  Sovereign  who  had  abufed  his  powers,  had  vacated 
his  kingly  office,  and  an  opportunity  was  given  to  that  fa- 
mily to.afcend  the  throne,  under  whofe  mild  and  aufpicious 
government  the  country  had  fo  long  experienced  the  full  per- 
fection of  national  freedom,  happinefs,  and  profperity. 
The  queftion  was  agreed  to, 
TUq  Hoi>fe  adjourned* 

WediviV 
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IVednefdayy  2^tb  Marchy 
No  debate. 

T^urfdajy  2f)th  March. 
No  debate. 

Friday,  2"] tb  March. 

Mr.  Stanley  moved,  "  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
"  fecond  reading  of  the  County  Eledlion  Bill,  be  read." 

The  fame  having  been  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Stanley  obferved,  that  he  would  not  then  take  up  the      Mr. 
time  of  the  Houfe  in   Hating  objefiiohs  to  the  bill,  for  the  Stanky. 
purpofe  of  repealing  which,  the  prefent  bill  had  been  brought 
in.     Thofe  objedlions  were  fo  numerous,  that  upon  barely 
reading  the  bill,    they   would  fufficiently  manifeft  them- 
felves. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  leave  to  affure  the  honourable  Mr.  Pit 
gentleman,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  fecond  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  lay  in  his  claim  hereofter  to 
defend  the  principle  of  the  acSb  of  Parliament,  which  the 
prefent  bill  went  to  tlie  repeal  of.  He  thought  keeping  re- 
gifter  hooks  of  the  qualifications  of  freeholders  a  matter  fo 
important  in  itfelf,  and  fo  confident  with  the  freedom  of 
eledbion,  that  he  trufted  gentlemen  would  maturely  and  fe- 
rioufly  confider  the  fuhjed^,  before  they  confented  to  an  en- 
tire repeal  of  the  fubfifting  adl  of  Parliament.  He  meant 
not  to  fuggeft  that  the  application  of  the  principle  of  the 
aS,  and  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  propvidej 
by  the  aft  itfelf,  were  not  liable  to  folid  objefiion.  There 
were,  he  well  knew,  fome  objedtions  which  went  to  all  the 
counties  in  England ;  there  were  other  objedtions,  of  a  much 
more  fubftantial  nature,  arifing  out  of  the  local  circumftances 
of  particular  counties,  andefpecially  where  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  leafehold  freeholds.  It  was  alfo  one  material  objec- 
tion, that  the  perfons  appointed  to  keep  the  regifter,  were 
not  all  of  them  competent  to  the  difcharge  of  the  duty  im- 
pofed  on  them  by  the  aft.  There  were  various  other  objec- 
tions of  different  kinds,  to  which  he  would  fay  nothing  then; 
all  he  defired  wias,  that  when  the  bill  came  into  a  Committee, 
gentlemen  would  join  in  endeavouring  to  find  a  mode  of  re- 
moving thefe  objeftions,  and,  if  it  Ihould  appear  that  the 
prefent  mode  of  carrying  fo  defirable  a  principle  as  the  re- 
giftering  of  freeholds  into  efFeft  was  inapplicable,  that  they 
would  ufe  every  endeavour  to  find  out  fome  mode  which 
was  more  prafticable.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  not  yet 
made  up  his  mind  upon  the  fubjeft,  but  was  extremely  de- 
firous  that  whatever  objeftions  there  might  be  to  the  fubfift- 
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ing  aft  of  Parliament,  fo  good  a  principle  as  it  contained 
might  not  be  abandoned.  If,  therefore,  it  was  generally 
underftood,  that  to  find  out  the  beft  poffible  means  of  carry- 
ing the  principle  into  effedt,  was  to  be  the  obje6k  of  their  de- 
liberations in  the  Committee,  he  had  no  objeftidn  to  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  the  bill  before  them  at  that  time, 
Mr.  Mr.  Vanjittart  contended,  that  every  day's  delay  was  ac- 

Vaifittart.  companied  by  frefti  inconvenience  and  additional  expence. 
He  had  received  that  day  letters  from  the  overfeers  of  diffe- 
rent pariflies  and  divifions,  ftating,  that  they  held  themfelvcs 
bound  to  obey  the  a£^,  and  to  diftribute  the  regifter  books,     | 
&c.,,  all  circumftances  that  would  aggravate  th6  expence.  1 

Mr.Orde.      Mr.  Orde  remarked,  that  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  ope-     \ 
ration  of  the  prefent  aft  was  liable  to  fo  much  objeflion,  the     ' 
(horteft  way  of  pioceeding  would  be  to  repeal  the  fubfifting 
aft,  and  introduce  a  new  bill. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  F'ltt  conceived,  that  until  gentlemen  had 
taken  the  fubjeft  fully  under  confideration,  it  was  going  too 
far  to  talk  of  a  total  repeal  of  the  aft.  He  had  not  obferved 
that  the  aft  had  been  found  to  be  generally  inapplicable  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  had  faid,  that  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
on  the  fubjeft. 
Mr.  ^j.^  Duncomhe  obferved,  that  it  was  not  confiftent  with 

uncom  c.  j^^^  principles  to  difregard  the  petitions  of  the  People ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  pay 
every  poffible  regard  to  them.  The  petitions  on  the  table 
did  not,  however,  all  go  to  the  point  of  repeal ;  they  went 
to  this  alternative,  either  a  repeal,  or  an  amendment  of  the 
exifting  aft.  Nor  had  petitions  been  prefented  againft  the 
hill  from  alt  the  counties  in  England.  Some  of  the  counties, 
he  believed,  were  extremely  well  fatisfied  with  the  bill,  and 
the  objeftions  made  to  it  in  a  printed  paper  which  had  been 
handed  about,  he  owned,  did  not  ftrike  him  with  any  great 
force;  atleaft,  they  appeared  to  be  fuch,  as  might  eafily 
be  obviated  by  a  provifo  to  be  introduced  in  a  bill  of  amend- 
ment and  explanation.  Mr.  Duncombe  dwelt  on  tbeillcon- 
fequences  of  fufFering  the  right  of  voting  at  county  eleftionsy 
to  go  again  to  a  Committee  of  Eleftion,  which  muft  be  the 
cafe,  if  the  aft  of  Parliament  were  wholly  repealed.  He 
mentioned  the  Gloucefterflii re  eleftion,  the  trial  of  the  mc- 
i;its  of  which,  before  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe,  lafted 
during  three  or  four  months.  The  fame  inconvenience  and 
expence  would  refult,  if,  in  future  eleftions,  the  merits  of 
county  eleftions  were  again  to  be  referred  to  Committees. 
He  dated  the  number  of  voters  in  Gloucefterfhire,  and  faid 
that  if  that  eleftion  had  coft  the  candidates  fo  much  in  con- 
tefting  the  right  to  the  feat,  and  taken  up  fo  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Houfe,  what  muft  be  the  cafe  where  the  coun- 
ties 
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ties  were  larger,  and  the  number  of  voters  more  numerous? 
He  api)laudeii  Mr.  Grenviile's  bill,  and  complimented  the 
Speaker  on  his  amendments  of  that  bill,  which  had  pafled 
mto  a  law  daring  the  preceding  felfion.  The  County  Elec- 
tion a£t  wasy  in  his  opinion,  of  equal  ufe  in  regard  to  coun- 
ties. It  provided  a  fubftitute  in  the  nature  of  a  fcrutiny  be- 
fore the  poll.  Ai\  ingenious  French  writer  liad  remarked, 
that  the  Englifh  were  free  but  once  in  feven  years,  and  that, 
by  their  behaviour  then,  they  proved  how  little  they  deferved 
their  freedom*  Mr.  Duncombe added  fome  obfervations  con- 
cerning the  objedions  dated  in  a  printed  paper,  which  he 
conceived  had  been  handed  to  every  Member,  and  alfo  al- 
luded to  Mr.  Powys'  hill,  which  was  an  endeavour  to  cure 
the  evils  that  appeared  before  the  Gloucefterfhire  Eleftion 
Committee,  but  that  bill,  he  faid,  not  only  failed  of  reach- 
ing its  objeft,  but  contained  one  principle,  from  which  every 
man  muft  revolt,  on  account  of  its  repugnancy  to  the  free 
fpirir  of  the  British  Conftitution.  The  principle  to  which  he 
alluded,  deprived  a  freeholder  of  his  vote  by  the  a£l  of  an- 
other. 

Mr.  Sumner  recommended  a  motion  for  a  bill  of  indem-      Mr 
nity  for  the  expence  incurred,  and  to  fufpend  the  operation    Surar 
of  the  fubfifting  adl   of  Parliament,  ti'l  Parliament  fhould 
have  decided  whether  it  would  wholly  repeal,  or  only  amend 
the  aa. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rolls  obferved,  that  the  propofal  of  the  Maftcr 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  appeared,  in  his  opi-  ^bc  R« 
nion,  entitled  to  adoption.  He  owned  he  thought  a  regifler 
of  freelioldcrs,  or  fomething  of  that  nature,  was  abfolutely 
neceflary,  in  order  to  focure  their  rights  who  were  fit  to  poll, 
and  to  prevent  the  aflumption  of  any  fuch  rights  by  thofe 
who  were  not  entitled  to  vote  at  all.  Any  man  who  had 
attended  an  Eleftion  Committee,  muft  have  perceived  the 
great  want  of  fome  fuch  regulation  and  check.  It  had  fallen 
to  his  lot  to  have  attended  the  whole  of  the  Gloucefterihire 
EleiElion  Committee,  not  as  a  judge,  he  thanked  Heaven  ; 
for  he  was  tolerably  well  paid  for  his  attendance,  and  he  had 
there  feen  the  almoil  endlefs  expence  and  inconvenience 
which  had  arifen  from  the  want  of  regifter  books.  He  al- 
luded to  Mr.  Powys'  bill,  and  faid,  if  the  prefent  a£i:  were 
repealed,  the  matter  would  go  back  to  the  honouralDle  gen- 
tleman's bill,  whofe  name  he  had  juft  mentioned.  In  that 
cafe,  he  fliould  think  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  bill, 
amended  and  explained,  might  anfwer  every  end  defired.  As 
it  flood  at  prefent,  it  left  too  much  power  to  the  affeffor  of 
the  land  tax,  and  too  little  to  the  freeholder.  Sir  Richard 
concluded  with  exprefling  a  hope,  tbat  gentlemen  in  general, 
and  county  Members    in   particular,  would   turn  in   their 
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minds  the  fort  of  ri^l^tion  neceflary  to  cure  the  exifting 
Aefe&j  and  to  provide  fonie  mode  to  prevent  the  bad  votes 
from  being  polled,  by  introducing  fomethingin  the  nature  of 
a  record,  fo  that  a  freeholder  might  he  entitled  to  demand  of 
the  Sheriff  the  acceptance  of  his  vote, 
Mr.RoIlc.  Mr,  Rolle  remarked,  that  he  ftill  anxioufly  vifi£bed  for  a 
repeal  of  the  aft.  He  fpoke  of  the  fcntiments  of  his  confti- 
tuents  on  the  fubjecSb,  and  iaid,  that  he,  for  one,  adhering 
to  their  inftruftions,  •  fhould  not  confent  to  any  point  which 
did  not  go  fully  to  the  accompliftiment  of  a  repeal. 
Mr.  Mr.  Foivys  obferved,  that  all   the  different  counties  in 

Powys.  England  fpoke  againft  the  law,  as  it  ftood  at  prefent.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  collefllve  voice  of  aU  the  coun- 
ties in  England  would  be  heard  and  obeyed. 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  begged  leave  to  affure  the  honourable 
gerttleman  (Mr.  Powys)  that  there  had  not  been  an  objeftion 
offered  to  the  queflion  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  the  whole 
tendency  of  what  he  had  faid,  before  the  honourable  gentle- 
man came  in,  went  folely  toexprefs  his  widi,  that  no  repeal 
of  the  act  might  take  place,  until  the  Houfe  (hould,  ai'ter 
mature  deliberation,  feel  an  abfolutc  convidlion  that  an 
amendment  of  the  mode  of  carrying  the  principle  of  it  into 
effect,  would  not  be  better  than  a  total  repeal.  Mr.  Pitt 
added,  that,  in  order  to  give  more  leifure  for  difcuffing  the 
queftion,  he  had  no  objcdtion  to  the  bringing  in  a  bill  of  fuf- 
penfion  and  indemnity  immediately, 
•^j.  Mr.  Powys  thanked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for 

Powys.  ^is  explanation,  and  admitted  that  the  mode  of  proceeding 
propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was  the  moft  unex- 
ceptionable. 
Sir  Rich.  Sir  Richard  Hill  faid,  that  though  he  had  received  no  par- 
Hill,  ticular  inftruftions  from  his  conftituents,  yet  he  knew  that 
it  was  the  wifli  of  the  county  of  Salop  in  general,  that  the 
bill  Ihould  be  repealed.  He  did  not  wonder  at  the  anxiety 
of  a  certain  noble  Lord  (Earl  Stanhope)  and  his  beloved  child; 
yet,  it  was  not  the  child,  but  the  maintenance  of  it,  that 
was  objected  to ;  for,  he  was  forry  to  fay  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  noble  extraftion,  John  Bull,  the  overfeer,  had 
declared  that  it  was  adlually  become  chargeable,  and  likely 
to  continue  fo.  He,  therefore,  applied  for  an  order  of  re- 
moval, left  the  child  fliould  gain  a  legal  fettlement.  How- 
ever, if  the  noble  Lord  would  give  an  indemnifying  bond, 
and  pay  all  expences  already  incurred,  he  affured  him,  that 
there  fhould  be  no  vexatious  removal  from  that  county, 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent. 
Mr.  Mr.  Powney  expreffed  his  apprehenfions  that  both  incon- 

TowDcy.  venience  and  expence  might  harrafs  the  different  counties  in 
confequence  of  theb\\Vsh«Lvmg  been  already  in  part  carried 
into  effecl,  and  alked,  vjV\\^  x\\i  ^\x\i^^&.^^%  ^^la^<|  how 
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was  the  ezpence  to  be  avoided  ^  With  regard  to  the  bill  it- 
felf,  and  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced it,  thefa6l;was,  that  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tlemao  had  been  fotced  to  do,  what  many  other  worthy  gen- 
tlemen had  been  obliged  to  do  before  him,  to  own  another 
inan*s  child. 

The  Majier  of  the  Rolls  faid,  that  the  bill  of  fufpenfion  M; 
would  put  an  end  to  the  expence.  tht 

Mr.  fVUberforce  thought  it  extremely  proper  to  defer  the  Mi 
cpnilderation  till  after  the  Eafter  recefs,  when  they  flmuld  ^^' 
be  ready  to  difcufs  the  fubjedt.  Mr.  Wilberforce  fpoke  of 
the  pains  which  had  been  taken  by  circular  letters  to  pro- 
cure petitions  againft  the  aft,  added,  that  notwithftanding 
this  circumftance,  no  petitions  whatfoever  had  come  from 
the  counties. 

Mr.  Bajiard  contended,  that  the  aft  was  clearly  againft 
the  opinion  of  the  counties  in  general,  though  all  had  not    B' 
petitioned.     Till  the  bill  fhould  be  repealed,  he  hoped  that 
an   attempt   would    be    made    to    reimburfe    the  expenfe, 
in  confequence  of  fuch  a  delay,  the  counties  were  expofed. 

Sir  C%ar/rj 'Go«Ze/ faid,  that  he  had  on  the  preceding  Sa-Sir 
turday^   attended  a  meeting  of  the  county  of  Brecon,  and    ^ 
knew  it  to  be  their  fenfe,  that  the  bill  fhould  be  repealed  ; 
'it  was  alfo  the  fenfe  of  the  neighbouring  county  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

Mr.  Maifiwaring  remarked,  that  although  he  had  not  Mr 
been  entrufted,  as  yet,  with  any  petition  againft  the  bill  ^^a 
from  the  county  of  Middlefex,  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
reprefent ;  yet  he  lately  had  it  in  his  power  to  attend  a 
county  meeting  of  his  conftituents,  on  an  occafion  which 
would  naturally  draw  moft  of  them  together,  and  it  had 
been  expreffly  declared  to  be  the  unanimous  delire  of  all 
prefent,  that  their  reprefentatives  fhould  endeavour  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  the  aft  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Bearcroft  obferved,  that  although  it  was  true  that  he  ^ 
was  the  father  by  adoption,  of  that  ll range  child,  and  not-  ^^*' 
withftanding  fo  many  harfli  things  had  been  faid  of  his  child, 
he  was  not  aftiamed  to  own  hnn,  and  could  look  in  his  face 
without  bhifliing,  being  fure  that  if  he  was  examined  from 
top  to  toe,  he  would  be  found  to  have  many  good  qualities, 
though  he  was  not,  perhaps,  a  perfeft  beauty.  If  he  had 
.been  brought  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Windfor,  pollibly 
the  honourable  gentleman  behind  him,  (Mr.  Powney) 
would  have  thought  better  of  him.  But  would  any  man 
contend,  that  the  principle  of  the  aft  of  Parliament  in 
queftion,  was  fo  abfurd  and  fo  unneceflary,  as  to  render  a 
total  repeal  of  the  aft  proper  ?  The  principle  was  to  provide 
a  regifter  of  freehold^,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  mon- 
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ftrons  expence  and  delay  of  contefttd  county;  dbAiotu.  A 
regifter  of  freeholds  was  allowed  on  all  baiuU  t^.he  2k  rigblL 
meafure,  and  was  it  not  worth  while.to  try  to  obtain  it? 
With  regard  to  his  right  honourable  and  learned  friend's  ex- 
perience of  county  eledlions,  he  could  add,  that  hehadbiaw 
i'elf  no  inconfiderahle  .fhare  of  the  fame  fort  of  lucrative 
experience.  He  had  attended  the  whole  of  the  Gloucefter 
eleftion  Committee,  and  he  had  likewife  acquired  much  eJt- 
perience  in  county  eledJions  themfelves,  and  Iiad  more  tban 
once  f9und,  that  for  want  of  a  regifter  of  freeholds,  naany 
days  were  wafted  to  no  other  end  whatever  but  enrkhiQg 
the  lawyers,  and  encouraging  rioting,  mobs,  and  driin)bei>r 
nefs.  The  way  to  get  rid  of  it  was  to  provide  a  regifter  o( 
votes,  and  reduce  the  Sheriff  to  the  fituation  of  a  mere  Mi*- 
nifter,  becaufe  as«the  law  now  ftood,  the  Sheriff  bad  not  xhp 
power  to  aft  as  a  judge  to  any  efFedl  whatever.  He  could 
i;ieither  fvvear  witnefles,  compel  the  attendaoce  of  abfent 
perfons,  nor  do  any  eflacient  aft.  Mr.  Bearcroft  admitted^ 
that  there  had  been  found,  u[>on  carrying. the. bill  into  prac- 
tice, feme  ftrong  objeftions  to  it ;  but  he  faw  no  reafon  to 
believe  that  they  could  not  by  attention  be  remedied,  and 
the  defefts  of  the  bill  amended.  With  regard  to  the  regifter 
keepers,  why  not  make  it  a  perpetual  office,  and  pay  fbe 
expence  out  of  tiie  public  purfe? ,  Mr.  Bearcroft  in  ao(W<^ 
to  that  part  of  Mr.  Powys's  fpeech,  in  \yhich  he  l|ad  faid 
that  the  law  as  it  ftgod,  wasuniverfally  difagreeabJe  to  all 
the  counties;  he  contended  the  faft  was  otherwife«  There 
were  many  counties  which  had  not  petitioned  at  alh  In 
fome  there  were  local  circumftances,  which  made  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  extremely  inconvenient;  in  particular  iu 
that  county  with  which  he  had  lately  became  connefted 
(Chefhire)  and  the  adjoining  county  of  Lancafter,  to  the 
welfare  and  accomodation  of  each  of  which  he  neceflarily 
could  not  but  be  a  fincere  wifher.  Thofe  local  circumftan- 
ces might,  in  his  opinion,  eafily  be  provided  for  in  the  Com- 
mittee,' but  he  never  could  be  afliamed  of  having  introduced 
a  bill,  which  had  twice  before  received  the  fanftion  of 
thatHoufe;  and  which,  although  not  perfeft,  flill  merited 
an  exiftence. 
Mr  Whit-  Mr.  fphitbread  ixivenlng  to  the  Bedfordfliirc  eleftion  and 
J^read  the  immoderate  expence  which  itcoft  the  candidates,  though 
it  was  but  a  fmall  county,,  he  mentioned  feveral  freeholders 
who  loft  their  votes  for  want  of  fome  proper  means  of  fe- 
curing  them.  The  SheriiF  had,  upon  being  aflcea  how  lie 
confidered  himfclf  entitled  to  aft,  faid,  '*  he  was  tlie 
Sheriff,  and  he  would  do  wliat  He  pleafcd,**  and  he  kept  bis 
wordf 
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Mr.  Demffier  obferved  that  the  coll  of  the  Bedford  clec- 
tioay  howfoever  high,  had  like  to  have  proved  the  moft  to 
him^  for  he  had  nearly  loft  his  life  by  it.  After  attending 
the  Committee  for  a  long  time,  he  became  ill  through  the 
fiiCigue,  and  was  confined  long  afterwards.  Mr.  Dempiler 
faU  that  he  did  not  conCder  the  county  elecSlion  a6l  as  a 
fingle  meafure,  but  as  part  of  a  great  fyftem  of  which  Mr. 
Gfenville's  bill  was  the  corner  ftone.  He  enlarged  on  the 
benefits  of  the  regifler  bill,  and  remarked  that  the  expence 
of  it,  when  divided  among  diflFerent  counties  was  but  fmall. 
He  urged  its  neceffity  where  the  votes  were  numerous,  and 
fpoke  of  the  inconvenience  which  arofe  from  the  vague  and 
uncertain  method  of  giving  the  votes  at  county  eleftions  at 
prefent.  He  concluded  with  recommending  rather  wholly 
to  repeal  the  adl  and  bring  in  a  new  bill,  than  to  pafs  a  hatty 
bill  of  fufpenfion. 

Sir  Charles  Gould  obferved,  that  tiie  counties  of  Brecon  Sir  Ch 
and  Monmouth  would  have  petitioned  againft  the  bill,  but    Goul 
they  had  at  their  meeting  laft  Saturday,  conceived  that  the 
fecond  reading  of  it  would  have  taken  place  as  laft  Mori- 
day« 

Sir  fPiliiam  Toung  remarked,  that  not  entirely  upon  the  Sii 
ground  of  the  expence  which  it  would  occafion,  had  he  op-  Willi 
pofed  the  county.eleftion  bill,  but  at  leaft,  equally  in  con-  ^^^^ 
fequence  of  its  too  efficient  principle.  The  principle  of 
the  bill  he  objefted  to,  becaufe  it  tended  to  overturn  the 
conftitution.  He  conceived  the  principle  of  the  bill  to  be 
a  divided  principle,  and  to  have  two  obje£ls,  and  that  the 
claufes  provided  for  only  one  of  them,  for  only  the  fecuring 
of  the  votes  of  the  freeholders.  By  fuch  means  the  yeo- 
manry would  be  difquahfied,  and  the  great  men  in  counties, 
the  Nobility,  get  the  power  chiefly  into  their  own  hands. 
Sir  William  explained  this,  by  ftating  his  argument  of  the 
laft  year,  that  the  great  would  take  care  to  have  the  free- 
holds of  their  dependents  regiftered,  while  the  independent 
yeomanry  would  negle£k  to  regifter,  and  thus  the  power  of 
eledions  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Nobility.  Ano- 
ther defcription  of  perfons  would  derive  great  advantage 
from  it,  and  that  was  the  country  attornies ;  who,  as  they 
made  the  wills  of  the  people  refldent  in  the  country,  and 
drew  every  fort  of  conveyance  of  property,  became  ac- 
quainted in  whofe  hands  the  freeholds  were,  and  had  confi- 
derable  influence  over  the  freeholders,  from  the  yeoman  who 
had  a  freehold  of  forty  fliillings,  up  to  the  farmer  who  held 
a  freehold  of  twenty  or  perhaps  forty  pounds  a  year. 
Thefe  men  would  all  be  led  by  the  country  attornies,  who 
were  generally  the  agents  at  county  eledlions. 

The 
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The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Committee  of  the  faid  bill  was,  upon  motion,  pat  off 
till  Wcdnefday,  the  2ad  day  of  April  nert. 

Mr,  Sumner  then  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  *<  to  fufpend  for  a  time  to  be  limited  che  operation  of 
**  an  aft,  paffed  in  the  laft  leflion  of  Parliament,"  intitled> 
an  aft  for  the  better  fecuring  the  rights  of  perfons  qualified 
to  vote  at  county  eleftions,  "  and  for  indemnifying  the 
"  perfons  required  to  carry  the  faid  aft  into  execution,  from 
**  the  penalties  which  they  may  have  incurred  in  not  cxe- 
"  cuting  all  the  provifions  of  the  faid  aft." 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

The  following  Treaty  was  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor Pitt : 

Treaty  of  Defenfive  Alliance  between  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Pniffia. 

THEIR  Majefties  ,the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  being  animated  with  a  fincere  and  equal  de- 
fire  to  improve  and  confolidatc  the  ftrift  union  and  friend- 
Ihip,  which  having  been  tranfmitted  to  them  by  their  an- 
ceftors,  fo  happily  fubfift  between  them,  and  to  concert  tb« 
moft  proper  meafures  for  fecuring  their  mutual  interefts^  and 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  have  refolved  to  renew 
and  ftrengthen  thefe  ties  by  a  treaty  of  defenlive  alliance; 
and  they  have  authorized,  for  this  purpofe,  to  wit.  His  Ma- 
jefty the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Sieur  Jofeph  hwart,  his 
.  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the  Court  of  Berlin  ;  and  His  Ma- 
jefty the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  Sieur  Ewald  Frederick  Count 
de  Hertzberg,  his  Minifter  of  Stare,  and  of  the  Cabinet, 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Black  Eagle  ;  who,  after  reci- 
procally communicating  their  full  powers  to  each  other,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Article  !•  There  lb  all  be  a  perpetual,  firm,  and  unalter- 
able friendfliip,  defenfive  alliance,  and  ftrift  and  inviolable 
union,  together  with  an  intimate  and  perfe^  harmony  and 
correfpondence  between  the  faid  Moft  Serene  Kings  of  Great 
.  Britain  and  Pruffia,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  their  re- 
fpeftive  kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces,  countries,  and  fnb- 
jefts,  which  ftiall  be  carefully  maintained  and  cultivated,  fo 
that  the  contrafting  powers  (nail  conftantly  employ,  as  well 
their  utmoft  attention,  as  all  thofe  means  which  Providence 
has  put  in  their  power,  for  preferving  at  the  fame  time  the 
public  tranquillity  and  fecurity,  for  maintaining  their  com- 
mon intereils,  and  for  their  mutual  defence  and  -guaranty 
againft  every  hoftiVe  atUck;  the  whole  in  cotifonnity  to  the 
treaties  already  tubfift.\o£  \5^l\N^^xvv\vft\i\^\^QV)Xx^ai:ig  par- 
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tict,  wliich  (hall  remain  in  full  force  and  vigour,  and  Ihall 
be  deemed  to  be  renewed  by  the  prefent  treaty,  as  far  as  the 
jEame  fhall  not  be  derogated  from,  with  their  own  confent, 
by  pofterior  treaties,  or  by  the  prefent  treaty. 

Ar^.  II.  In  confequence  of  the  engagement  contra6led  by 
the  preceding  article,  the  two  high  contra(^ing  parties  ihall 
always  a£l  in  concert  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity;  and  in  cafe  either  of  them  IhoulJ  be  threatened  with 
a  hofiile  attack  by  any  Power  whatever,  the  other  fhall  em- 
ploy his  moft  eflScacious  good  offices  for  preventing  hoftilities, 
for  procuring  fatisfaflion  to  the  injured  party,  and  for  effedt- 
ing  an  accommodation  in  a  conciliatory  manner. 

Art.  III.  But  if  thofe  good  oiSces  fliould  not  have  the 
defired  efFeft,  in  the  fpace  or  two  months,  and  either  of  tlie 
two  high  contrafting  parties  fliould  be  hoftilely  attacked,  mo- 
lefled,  or  difturbed  in  any  of  his  dominions,  rights,  poflef- 
feffions,  or  interefts,  or  in  any  manner  whatever,  by  any 
European  Power,  the  other  contrad^ing  party  engages  tofuc* 
cour  his  ally  without  delay,  in  order  to  maintain  each  other 
reciprocally  in  the  poflefTion  of  all  the  dominions,  territories, 
towns,  and  places,  which  belonged  to  them  before  the  com- 
mencement of  fuch  hoftilities.  For  which  end,  if  His  Pruf- 
Can  Majefty  fliould  happen  to  be  attacked.  His  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  flial]  furnifh  to  His  Majefty  the  King 
,  of  Pruflia  a  fucceur  of  16,000  infantry,  and  4000  cavalry ; 
and  if  His  Britannic  Majefty  fliould  happen  to  be  attacked, 
His  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflia  ftiall  likewife  furnifli  to  him 
a  fuccour  of  16,000  infantry,  and  4000  cavalry;  which  re» 
fpeSive  fuccours  fliall  be  furniflied  in  thefpace  of  two  months 
after  requifition  made  by  the  party  attacked,  and  fliall  remain 
at  his  difpofal  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  war  in 
which  he  fliall  be  engaged.  Thefe  fuccours  fliall  be  paid 
and  maintained  by  the  required  Power,  wherever  his  ally 
fliall  employ  them;  but  the  requiring  party  fliall  fupply 
them,  in  his  dominions,  with  fuch  bread  and  forage  as  may 
be  neceflary,  upon  the  footing  to  which  his  owti  troops  are 
accuftomed. 

It  is  neverthelefs  agreed  between  the  high  contrafling  par- 
ties, that  if  His  Britannic  Majefty  fliould  be  in  the  cafe  of 
receiving  the  fuccour  in  troops  from  His  Pruflian  Majefty, 
His  Britannic  Majefty  fliall  not  employ  them  out  of  Europe, 
nor  even  in  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar. 

If  the  injured  and  requiring  party  fliould  prefer  fuccours 
in  money  to  land  forces,  he  Jhall  have  his  choice  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  the  two  high  contrafting  parties  furnifliing  to  each 
other  the  ftipulated  fuccours  in  money,  fuch  fuccours  fliall 
be  computed  at  ioo,ooo  florins^  Dutch  currency,  per  an- 
num, for  jooo  infantry,  and  at  120,000  florin«,  of  thalike 

value, 
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value,  for  1000  cavalry,  per  annum,  or  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion by  the  month. 

Art.  IV.  In  cafe  the  ilipulated  fuccours  fhould  not  be 
fufficient  for  the  defence  of  tlie  requiring  Power,  the  required 
Power  (hall  augment  them,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe,  and  fliall  aifift  the  former  with  his  whxjle  force,  if  cir- 
cumftances  fliaH  render  it  neceflary. 

Art.  V.  1  he  high  contra£ting  parties  hereby  renew,  in 
the  moflexprefs  teims,  the  provifional  treaty  ot  defenGve  al- 
liance which  they  conckided  at  Loo,  on  the  13th  of  June  in 
the  prefent  year,  and  they  again  engage  and  promife  to  aft, 
at  ail  times,  in  concert,  and  with  mutual  confidence,  for 
maintaining  the  fecurity,  independence,  and  government  of 
the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  conformably  to  the 
engagements  which  they  have  lately  contrafled  with  thefaid 
Republic;  that  is  to  fay,  His  Britannic  Majefty,  by  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Hague,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1788,  and 
His  Pruffian  Majefty,  by  a  treaty  figned  the  fame  day  at 
Berlin,  which  the  faid  high  contradting  parties  have  commu- 
nicated to  each  other. 

And  if  it  (hall  happen  that,  by  virtue  of  the  (lipulations 
of  the  faid  treaties,  the  high  contra<Sing  parties  fhould  be 
obliged  to  augment  the  fuccours  to  be  given  to  the  States 
General,  above  the  numbers  fpecified  in  the  faid  treaties,  or 
to  aflift  them  with  their  whole  force,  thelaid  highcontraft- 
ing parties  will  concert  together  upon  all  that  maybe  necef- 
fary  relative  to  fuch  augmentation  of  fuccours  to  be  agreed 
on,  and  to  the  employment  of  their  refpedive  forces  for  the 
fecurity  and  defence  of  the  faid  Republic. 

In  cafe  either  of  the  faid  high  contraSing  parties  fhould 
happen,  at  any  time  hereafter,  to  be  attacked,  molefted,  or 
difturbed,  in  any  of  his  dominions,  rights,  poffefQons,  or 
interefts,  in  any  manner  whatever,  by  fea  or  by  land,  by 
any  other  Power,  in  confequence  and  in  hatred  of  the  ar- 
ticles or  ftipulations  contained  in  the  faid  treaties,  or  of  the 
meafures  to  be  taken  by  the  faid  contracting  parties  refpec- 
tively,  in  virtue  of  thofe  treaties,  the  other  contradling 
party  engages  to  fuccour  and  affift  him  againft  fuch  Attack, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  fuccours  a£  are  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  3d  and  4th  articles  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and 
the  faid  contraSing  parties  promife,  in  all  fimilar  cafesy  to 
maintain  and  guaranty  each  other,  in  the  pofleffion  of  all  the 
dominions,  towns,  and  places,  which  belonged  to  them  re* 
fpedlively  before  the  commencement  of  fqch  hoftilities.. 

Art.  Vr.  The  prefent  treaty  of  defenCve  alliance  (hall 
be  ratified  by  each  party,  and  the  ratifications  fhall  be  ex- 
changed in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be 

la 
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In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  underwritten,  being  authorized 
by  the  full  powers  of  their  Majefties  the  Kii^gs  of  Great 
Britain  and  of  Pruffia,  have,  in  their  nauics,  figiied  the  pre- 
fent  treaty,  and  have  thereto  fet  thefeals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Berlin,   the  thirteentli  of  Auguil,   in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thouiand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-eight. 
(L.  S.)  Joseph  Ewart. 

(L.  S.)      EwALD  Frederic  Comte  de  Kertzberg. 

Monday^   ipth  March. 

Mr.  Sumner  prefented  the  bill  to  fufpend,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  the  operation  of  the  County  Eledion  Ac^l:,  and  to 
indemnify  perfons  required  to  carry  the  faid  acl  into  execu- 
tion from  the  penalties  they  may  have  incurred  in  not  ex- 
ecuting all  the  provifions  of  the  faid  adc. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firfl:  and  fccond  time,  and  committed 
for  the  day  immediately  enfuing. 

The  Mafter  of  the  'Rolls  begged  leave  to  remind  fuch  gen-  Mai 
tlemen  as  might  have  arguments  to  advance  concerning  the  the 
'bill,  that  they  had  better  come  to  the  Houfe  early,  as  it  was, 
he  believed,  intended,  that  after  it  came  out  of  the  Commit- 
tee, it  (hould  be  engroffed,  and  then  read  a  third  .time,  and 
pafTed  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day. 

Sir  JVtlltam  Yonge  rifing  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  Sir 
to  prevent  vexatious  removals  of  the  poor,  obferved,  that  he  Yc 
did  not  mean  to  detain  the  Houfe  then,  with  entering  into 
the  detail  of  his  intended  bill ;  that  when  it  fhould  reach 
the  Committee,  he  ihould  be  perfeftly  ready  to  difcufs  its 
merits,  but,  for  the  prefent,  he  meant  merely  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  it  in  ;  that  he  fhould  afterwards  move  for  its 
being  printed,  and  name  a  day,  after  the  Eafter  recefs,  for 
the  fecond  reading,  to  enable  gentlemen  to  confult  toge- 
ther at  the  Quarter  Seflions,  and  make  chemfelves  perfedtly 
mailers  of  the  bill,  and  of  the  opinion  of  their  conftituents 
refpefting  it,  before  it  came  under  difcuffion.  He  had  only 
one  thing  to  add,  and  this  was,  that  the  principle  of  his 
intended  bill  was  the  fame  with  the  principle  of  tlie  former 
bill  which  he  had  introduced  on  the  fame  {'ubje6l ;  but  that, 
having,  on  that  occafion,  fent  printed  copies  of  his  bill  into 
all  the  counties  of  England,  it  had  drawn  upon  him  a  large 
and  multifarouscorrefpondence,and  thathe  had  endeavoured 
to  profit  by  the  hints  and  fuggeflians  of  his  correfpondents, 
on  that  occafion,  as  far  as  he  thout^ht  them  ccnfillen.t  with 
the  principle  of  his  bill;  and  he  had  done  fo,  not  merely  in 
compliment  to  the  gentlemen  who  haA  honoured  him  with 
communications,  but  from  a  convi6lion  that  their  ''uggeftions 
were  founded  in  wildom   and  propriety,     bir  William  con- 

\oL.  XXV.  4  A  eluded, 
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eluded,  with  moving  for  Jeave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "for  the 
**  preventing  vexatious  removalsj,  and  for  fupplying  certain 
"  defefts  in  the  laws  relating  to  the  poor  qf  this  king- 
<«  dom." 

Sir  William  afterwards  prefented  the  bill,  which  was  read 
a  firft  time,  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  accounts  were  moved, 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  An  account  of 
"  the  value  and  amount  of  goods,  being  foreign  produce  and 
"  manufafture,  enteed  for  exportation  to  the  Britifli  fugar 
<^  colonies,  from  the  feveral  ports  in  Great  Britain,  from 
"  Chriftmas  178;^,  to  Chriftmas  1788,  diftinguilhing  fuch 
**  goods  as  have  been  imported  by  the  Eaft-India  Compa- 
«  ny."     Alfo, 

^'  An  account  of  the  quantities  of  coffee,  cocoa,  and 
**  other  goods,  rum  and  fugar  excepted,  exported  into  the 
*^  Eritiidi  fugar  colonies,  from  the  feveral  ports  in  Great 
"  Britain,  for  the  fame  period,  diftinguifhing  fuch  as  are 
**  of  the  produce  and  manutaflure  of  the  faid  colonies,  and 
*^  of  foreign  countries,  with  the  duties  of  cuftom  aivd  ex- 
"  cife  on  each  article^"     Alfo, 

"  An  account  of  the  number  of  fliips  and  veflels,  with 
"  their  tonnage,  entered  inward,  and  cleared  outward,  in 
*^  the  BritiQi  fugar  colonies,  from  Michaelmas  178'",  to 
*«  Michaelmas  1788."     Alfo, 

"  An  account  of  the  value  and  amount  of  goods,  being 
"  Britifli  produce  and  manufafture,  entered  for  exportation 
"  in  the  feveral  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  the  BritiQi  fugar 
*'  caloiiies,  from  Chriftmas  1787,  to  Chriftn:>as  1788." 
And  alfo, 

"  An  account  of  the  number  of  (hips  and  veflels  cleared 
*^  outwards,  and  entered  inwards,  in  the  feyeral  ports  of 
"  Great  Britain,  to  and  from  the  Britilh  fugar  colonies^ 
**  with  their  refpedlive  tonnage,  for  the  fame  period." 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefday^   ^^Ji  March. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  a  new  claufe  in  the  Land-tax  bill,  the 
objedt  of  which,  he  explained  to  be,  to  provide  in  future, 
that  one  half  of  the  penfions,  the  whole  of  the  land  tax  on 
which  was  afleffed  heretofore  folely  on  the  parifiies  of 
St.  James  and  Whitehall,  he  payable  at  the  Exchequer, 
according  to  the  feveral  affefTments  of  the  iaid  pendons  in 
future.  Mr.  Rofe  ftated,  that  as  the  cuftom  of  afieflhient 
had  hitherto  prcvaUed,  \t  Wt^  urito^uall y  upon  the  prariflies 
of  St.  James  and  Wh'iteVviW. 


^M 
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Sir  Grey  Cooper  begged  that  it  might  he  undcrfiood,  that  Sir  Gre 
he  did  not  rife  to  complain,  or  to  impute  it  as  any  matter  Cooper, 
of  blame  to  Government,  but  that  he  thought  it  proper  to 
obferre,  that  he  had  twelve  days  ago,  moved  for  certain 
public  papers,  which  were  not  yet  prelented;  a  circumftance 
that  bore  the  appearance  of  trifling  with  the  orders  of  that 
Houfe. 

Mr.  jR^  anfwered,  that  all  pofSble  expedition  had  been  Mr.Ro 
ufed. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  repeated,  that  he  had  not  any  intention  to  sir  Gn 
cenfure  Government.  Coopei 

Sir  fVillti^m  Molcfworth  begged  leave  to  avail  himfelf  of  sir  Wi 
the  prefent  opportunity  to  bring  forward  a  motion  refpeding  Molef 
a  new  wall  ere£led  at  the  inftance  of  the  Board  of  Ord-  worth 
nance,  in  the  parifh  of  Stoke,  near  Plymouth.  He  had 
examined  the  eftimates,  and  could  not  find  the  particular 
Works  carried  on  at  or  near  Plymouth  fpecified ;  he  conclu- 
ded, therefore,  that  the  wall  to  which  he  alluded,  was  com- 
prehended under  the  head  of  repairs.  Sir  William  reafoned 
upon  the  conflitutional  right  of  all  the  Mepibers  of  that 
Houfe  to  fcrutinize  and  enquire  into  every  matter  which 
they  were  called  upon  to  vote  under  the  head  of  public  ex- 
pence,  and  contended  that  the  wall  in  queftion  could  nfever 
fairly  be  confidered  as  a  mere  repair.  That  there  had  been 
a  wa'l  upon  the  fame  fpot  before,  he  admitted  ;  but  then  the 
old  wall  was  at  the  moft,  not  feven  feet  high,  and  perhaps 
it  had  not  exceeded  live.  That  might  poffibly  have  been 
ere<Sed,  merely  to  keep  out  cattle,  which  could  not  be  faid 
to  have  been  the  objeft  of  eredling  the  new  wall,  as  the 
new  wall  was  twelve  feet  high;  nor  could  it  be  urged  that 
the  new  wall  was  calculated  to  prelerve  and  guard  the  trucks 
of  guns  and  leaden  aprons  from  being  flolen,  as  had  been 
remarked  in  that  Houfe,  becaufe  at  that  moment  there  were 
not  more  than  five  cannon  mounted  on  the  line«.  He  under- 
ftood  that  an  honourable  Member  of  that  Houfe  had  received 
a  petition  on  the  fubjedl  from  his  conftituents  at  Plymouth, 
which  he  meant  to  prefent.  It  was  not  his  intention,  there- 
fore, to  go  into  any  argument  refpe6ling  the  inconvenien- 
ces of  the  eredlion,  or  of  its  expence.  He  would  merely 
ftand  on  the  conflitutional  ground  of  objection  to  any  fpe- 
cific  work  whatever,  attended  with  expence  to  the  public, 
keing  carried  on  without  that  Houfe  being  properly  informed 
oiF  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  the  extent  of  the  expence. 
If  foch  a  piatter  were  once  over-looked,  it  might  ef^ablifh  a 
precedent,  and  that  precedent  might  be  pufhed  forwards  to 
a  length  which  would  ultimately  ruin  the  country.  If  un- 
der the  hdad  of  repairs,  new  and  expenfive  works  could  be 
carried  on   without   the  knowledge  o5  'PaxVv2AS^^v^X^  \kNR\^ 
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wculd  be  no  end  to  the  abufe ;  he  fhould  therefore  move, 
**  That  an  eftimate  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  of  the  ex- 
"  pences  of  a  wall,  n6w  building  under  the  diretSion  of  the 
"  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  the  pari/h  of  Stoke,  in  the 
**  county  of  Devon." 
Captain  Captain  Machride  feconding  the  motion,  obferved,  that 
lacbride.  35  he  had  a  petition  to  prefent  from  his  conftituents  on  the 
fubje£t,  he  would  refer ve  his  fentiments  till  he  fhould  move 
to  prefent  the  petition. 

The  motion  upon  the  queftion  being  put,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on  the 
hill  for  fufpsnding  the  County  £le£tion  a6t  having  been 
moved  and  read, 

Mr.  Stanley  took  the  chair. 
Mr.  Mr.  Sumner  then  proceeded   to  move  words  to  fill  up  the 

Sumner,  feveral  blanks.  That,  for  limiting  the  duration  of  the  bill 
occilioned  a  fliort  converfdtion,  the  fubftance  of  which  it  is 
only  necefTary  to  flate.  Mr.  Sumner  propofed,  that  it 
fhould  continue  in  effect  till  forty  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  feilion  of  Parliament. 
Mr.  Mr.  Crewe  expreffed  his  wifhes,  that  it  might  remain  in 

Crewe     force  till  the  fuft  day  of  June,   1790. 

Mr.  Mr.  Sumner  hoped  that  the  duration  of  the  bill  might  be 

Sumner,  limited  to  as  early  a  day  as  poffible,  declaring,  that  among 
other  confiderations  that  made  a  fhort  duration  necefTary, 
not  the  leaft  argument  was  the  cafe  of  the  King's  Printer, 
who  would  be  prevented  from  obtaining  tlie  payment  of  the 
charges  he  had  incurred  in  confequence  of  the  bill,  till  the 
matter  was  decided  in  refpecSl  to  the  exifling  adt  of  Parlia- 
ment, either  one  way  or  another.     Mr.  Sumner  added,  that 
his  defire  was  to  accomodate  the  matter  fo  as  to  meet  the 
general  wifhes  of  gentlemen  on  all  fides  j  and  if  the  bill  was 
more  likely  to  be  carried  through  with  unanimity,  he  had 
no  objeilion  to  take  any  one  period  that  fhould  be  thought 
proper  for  the  duration  of  the  bill's  exiflence,  provided  that 
there  might  be  either  forae  claufe  introduced  on  the  report, 
in  favour  of  the  King's  Printer,  or  fome  other  means  taken 
to  indemnify  him  for  his  expences. 
5ir  Grey         Sir  Grey  Cooper  obferved,  that  it  would  give  him.  concern 
Cooper,     to  prevent  the  King's  Printer  from  being  duly  paid  the  ex* 
pences  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  incur  by  the  authority, 
of  the  ftatute;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  was  miftaken, 
if  he  conceived  that  there  could  he  any  claufe  introduced 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  prefent  bill.     The  introduftion  of 
fuch  a  claufe  would  make  it  a  money  bill,    whereas,    all 
monies  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  purfe,  ought  to  be,  and 
muR)  alluding  lo  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  be  previoufly 
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voted  in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  He  had  therefore  a  con* 
Uderable  objedioii  to  indemnifying  the  King's  Printer  in  the 
bill  then  before  the  Committee,  and  was  clear,  that  no  fuch 
claufe  could  be  graftedNupon  that  bill. 

An  idea  having  been  flarted,  that  it  might  be  right  to 
have  the  charges  incurred,  paid  by  county  rates  proportioned 
to  the  fpeclHc  amount  of  the  expence  which  particular 
counties  had  occafioned, 

Mr.  iVIcdiey  lofe  to  object  to  fuch  a  propofition,  as  in  the  R< 
higheft  degree  unjuft.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen's  feelings,  Mc 
whether  it  ecu  id  he  equitable  to  tax  the  farmers,  and  thofe 
who  rented  copyholds,  for  a  projeft  tofec4.ire  the  rights  and 
franchifes  of  freeholders  r  In  the  particular  parilh  in  which 
he  lived,  Mr.  Medley  laid,  the  inhabitants  who  held  land, 
were  almolt  all  copyholders,  there  not  being  above  three 
hundred  freeholders  in  the  whole  parifli ;  and  furely,  no 
gf-ntleman  would  contend,  that  copyholders,  who  had  no 
vote  at  eleftions,  ought  to  be  taxed  to  eafe  the  burden,  and 
defray  the  expence  incurred,  by  endeavouring  to  fecure  the 
votes  of  fret  holders. 

The  Mafier  of  the  Rolls  faid,  that  the  fingle  queflion  was,  j^faf 
whether  the  fulpenfion  of  the  County  Eledion  a6k  fliould  the  ] 
continue  till  forty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
feflion  of  Parliament,  or  whether  it  fhould  ceafe  at  an  earlier 
day  ?  They  were  not  then  deciding  un  the  a6l  itfelf,  or  de- 
claring whether  it  ought  to  be  amended  or  repealed.  There 
appeared  to  be  one  common  opinion,  that  the  bill  could  not 
go  on  as  it  flood,  but  that  it  ought  to  be  either  amended  or 
repealed.  He  v,?as  one  of  thofe  who  thought  it  muft  be  re- 
pealed ;  at  leafl,  he  was  not  willing,  for  one,  to  undertake 
the  trouble  of  endeavouring  to  amend  it.  At  any  rat.e,  fuch 
a  time  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  duration  of  the  prefent  bill 
of  fufpenfion,  as  would  enable  the  Houfe  to  do  fomething 
with  theadl  itfelf,  before  the  bill  of  fufpenfion  (hould  expire; 
becaufe,  if  it  fliould  expire  fooner  than  gentlemen  expedled, 
and  before  any  thing  fliould  be  done  with  the  County  Ele<9:ion 
a6>,  that  avSt  would  be  revived,  and,  from  the  alteration  of 
date.-,  every  county  would  be  thrown  into  infinite  confu- 
fion.  With  regard  to  the  King's  Printer,  he  certainly  did 
not  wifli  to  keep  him  out  of  his  money  longer  than  was  ab- 
folutely  neceir:ry  ;  but  be  thought,  with  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet, tl  at  the  circumfiance  couldiiot  be  provided  for  in  the 
pre'ent  bilK  If  the  King's  Printer  was  the  only  perfon  con- 
cerned, he  fliould  fuppofe  he  might  very  well  wait,  till  fome- 
thing was  done  with  the  a£l  itfelf,  and  the  Houfe,  he  con- 
ceived, would  aft  in  a  very  negligent  and  blameable  manner, 
if,  after  having  pafl[ed  the  bill  of  fufpenfion,  they  did  not, 
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as  eaily  as  poffible,  dofomething  with  the  County  Eleftion 
a(ft. 
]^r.         >Mr.  Popham  contended,  that  the  fufpending  the  County 

Popham.  Election  a£l  was  a  virtual  repeal  of  it.  The  limiting  the  du- 
ration of  the  prefent  bill,  was  merely  to  give  time  for  Par- 
liament to  decide  and  pafs  an  aft,  in  lieu  of  that  at  prefent 
in  force. 

Sir  Grey       Sir  Grey  Cooper  obferved  that,  as  the  honourable  and  learn- 

Coopcr.  ed  gentleman  had  faid  that  the  bill  of  fufpenfion  was  a  virtual 
repeal  of  the  a6t  of  Parliament,  it  was  natural  to  imagine  he 
was  furnifhed  with  cafes  in  point,  which  he  could  ftate  to 
the  Houfe,  to  convince  them  that  the  proceeding  was  regu- 
lar. He  begged  leave  to  alk,  therefore,  what  precedent  there 
was  to  juftify  the  proceeding  ?  He  would  not  fay  that  there 
was  not  any  precedent,  but  there  appeared  to  him  not  to  be 
any,  and  he  really  thought  that  Parliament  (hould  have  feme 
ground  to  found  a  proceeding  fo  Angular  upon,  and  was 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  beft  way  would  be  to  repeal 
the  aft  of  Parliament  at  once- 
IVir.  Mr.  Popham  anfwered,  that  he  certainly  had  not  a  fingle 

Popham.  cafe  in  point  to  ftate,  nor  was  he  furniflied  with  any  prece- 
dents whatever ;  but,  in  all  afts  of  Parliament,  their  extent 
and  duration  were  limited,  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  might 
require.  Mr.  Popham  referred  to  bills  of  various  defcrip- 
tions,  ufually  paffed  each  feffion,  and  ftated,  that  it  was  on 
this  principle  that  he  had  argued,  9nd  not  on  the  ground  of 
precedfint. 

Sir  Grey       Sir  Grey  Cooper  replied,   that  the  rule  alluded  to  by  the  I10- 

Coopcr.  nourable  and  learned  gentleman,  referred  merely  to  afts  of 
Parliament  paffed  to  laft  from  feven  years  to  feven  years,  or 
for  one,  two,  or  three  years  certain  ;  but,  in  thofe  cafes,  it 
was  a  determination  of  the  afts  themfelves,  and  did  not  refer, 
as  in  this  cafe,  to  a  bill  fufpending  the  operation  of  an  aft. 
The         The  Speaker  ftated  the   ftrong  objeftions  to  the  County 

Speaker.  Eleftion  aft,  which  had  arifen  from  the  local  circumftances 
of  particular  counties,  and  faid,  that  it  was  thence  fo  clear 
that  the  aft  muft  be  altered,  and  could  not  be  fufFered  to  con- 
tinue, that  fomething  muft  be  done,  without  delay,  by  way 
of  either  amendment  or  repeal. 

Upon  the  queftion  being  put,  the  amendment,  or  words 
expreffmg,  "  that  the  operation  of  the  bill  Aould  ceafe  and 
"  determine  forty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
**  fe/Iion  of  Parliament,'*  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  went  through  the  bill,  and  as  foon 
as  the  Houfe  was   refumed,  the  report  was  madey.and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 
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JVednefdayy  i/?  jfprlL 
No  debate  occurred. 

Thurfday^   td  JprlL 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  motion  of  the  right 
honourable  Charles  James  Fox,  for  the  repeaJ  of  the  Ihop 
tax, 

Mr.  Fox  rifing,  obfcrved,  that  the  fubjeft  of  the  (hop  tax  Mr.  Fox. 
had  been  fo  often  difcuiled,  it  had  engaged  fo  much  of  the 
public  attention,  fo  much  had  been  faid  upon  it  in  that 
Houfe,  and  fo  much  more  had  been  faid  upon  it  without 
doors,  that  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  either  with  a 
repetition  of  his  former  arguments,  or  with  going  into  length 
of  reafoning  concerning  its  unjuftifiable  nature.  With  re- 
gard to  the  objedtions  againft  the  (hop  tax,  urged  by  himaad 
thofe  who  had  honoured  him  by  following  him  upon  the  fub^ 
jed,  the  tax  had  ever  been  faid  to  be  partial  and  oppreffive, 
becaufe  it  fell  upon  the  fhopkeeper,  and  not  upon  the  con- 
fumer.  Thofe  who  endeavoured  by  argument  to  prove  that 
the  tax  ought  to  continue,  bad  always  maintained  that  it  £dl 
upon  the  confumer,  and  not  upon  the  fhopkeeper;  and 
upon  that  fmgle  queftion  of  fadt,  the  argument  had  remained 
at  iflue  between  them.  Mr.  i  ox  proceeded  to  ftate  reafons, 
which,  in  his  mind,  clearly  proved,  that  it  fell  upon  the 
fhopkeepers,  and  the  (hopkeepers  only.  The  fliopkeepers  of 
the  city  in  which  they  then  were,  and  of  the  city  of  London, 
were  moft  liable  to  the  oppreffion  of  this  tax,  and,  coiife- 
quently,  heft  enabled  to  judge  whether  they  felt  it  to  be  op- 
preffive or  not ;  and  they  had  unanimouily,  fteadily,  and 
unremittingly  oppofed  the  tax,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  op- 
preffive to  an  intolerable  degree.  The  fliopkeepers  of  the 
two  citiej  and  the  borough  of  Southwark  had  applied  to  that 
Houfe,  regularly,  every  year  llnce  the  tax  had  become  a  tax, 
ftating  that  it  was  oppreffive,  and  praying  relief.  Of  whom 
was  that  majority  compofed,  who  had  fupported  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  fliop  tax?  Certainly,  not  chiefly  of  perfons  re- 
prefenting  cities  and  towns  in  which  there  were  many  fliop* 
keepers;  whereas,  thofe  who  had  done  him  the  honour  to 
unite  in  oppofing  the  tax,  and  unremittingly  to  complain  of 
its  injuflice,  were  per fons  reprefen ting  places  wherein  it  was. 
notorious  that  there  were  a  grfjat  number  of  fhops.  It  was, 
therefore,  fair  to  conclude,  that  the  truth  of  the  argument 
was,  that  the  tax  did  fall  upon  the  fhopkeeper,  and  not  upon 
the  confumer;  fince,  as  the  tax  bad  now  lafted  for- a  confi- 
derable  time,  the  flippkeeper  would  have  felt  that  It  did  fall 
uppn  the  confumer,  and  not  upon  himfelf,  if  the  fa£l:  were 
fp;^  add,  io  that  cafe^,  he  would,  not  have  continued  fleadily 
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to  complain  of  it  as  a  perfonal  grievance.  In  this  point  of 
view,  therefore,  the  argument  of  thofe  who  had  hitherto 
fupported  the  tax,  fell  to  the  ground.  Mr.  Fox  added,  that 
he  would  only,  in  addition  to  this,  make  one  or  two  obfer- 
vations  to  ftiew,  that  if,  unfortunately,  a  total  repeal  of  the 
tax  fhould  be  denied,  which,  he  trufted,  would  not  prove 
the  cafe,  fome  eflcntial  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  it. 
And  firft,  with  refpedl  to  the  inconvenience  with  which  the 
tax  was  attended,  in  confequence  of  the  impoffibility  to  lay 
it  fairly  ami  equally  on  all  fliopkeepers.  This  was,  at  pre- 
fent,  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
unfair,  nothing  more  unequal,  than  the  mode  of  affeflinent 
which  had  bfen  adopted.  Thr.t  was  deemed  a  ftiop  in  one 
part  of  the  city,  and  in  one  pariih,  which  was  not  deemed  a 
fhop  in  another  diftridl  and  in  another  paridi.  He  knew,  in 
fome  inftaiices,  where  a  wiiole  Houfe  had  been  affefled,  be- 
caufe  there  was  in  it  one  room,  not  where  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize  were  retailed,  hut  becaufe  there  worked  in  that 
room  a  perfon"  whofe  occupation  and  employ  it  was  to  work 
for  retail  fliops.  This  proved  the  mnnifeft  inequality  and 
injuftlce  of  the  mode  of  afTeffment  which  had  obtained  ;  aihd 
what  was  ftill  ftronger,  he  believed  that  thofe  perfons,  whofe 
opinions  it  was  natural  to  imagine,  upon  fuch  an  occafion, 
would  be  confulted,  he  meant  tlie  Crown  Lawyers,  had  not 
yet  made  up  their  minds  upon  the  a6t  itfelf,  fo  as  to  decide 
with  any  thing  like  a  fixed  opinion,  what  defcription  of 
houfes  were  liable  to  be  affefled  to  the  fhop  tax,  and  what 
were  not.  Another  proof  of  the  partiality  and  injuftice  cf 
the  tax,  was  in  the  poffeflion  of  that  Houfe ;  becaufe,  when 
they  con fidered  that  three  years  had  ela;)fed  fince  it  became  a 
tax,  and  looked  fimply  at  the  produce  of  different  places, 
they  would  fee  the  enormous  weight  of  the  tax  which  had 
fallen  upon  the  city  of  Weftmmfter,  many  of  the  fliop- 
keepers of  which  had,  in  concurrence  with  other  defcriptions 
of  inhabitants,  honoured  him  by  fending  him  there  as  their 
reprefentative.  The  city  of  Weftminfler,  and  he  fpoke  of 
the  city  of  Weftminfler  purely,  without  taking  into  the 
reckoning  the  purlieus  of  Maryhone,  Bloomfbury,  and  other 
adjacent  diftridls,  paid  more  than  the  whole  city  of  London, 
and  London  and  Weftminfler  together,  paid  oiore  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  tax,  -Another  objedlion 
to  the  tax  was,  that,  after  three  years  continuance,  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  a  growing  tax  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  evi- 
dent, from  the  papers  before  the  Houfe,  that  the  produce  of 
the  tax  in  Weflminfler  alone,  as  he  had  juft  defer  ibed  it,  for 
the  laft  year,  fell  four  thoiifand  pounds  fliort  of  the  produce 
of  the  tax  in  Weftminfter  for  the  preceding  year.  Now, 
though  four  thoufand  poMwi^  v^^l"^  tvo  ^xt-^x.  <vitn^  yet^  when 
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it  was  confidered  that  the  tax  was  originally  given  for  no 
more  than  forty  thoufand  pounds,  it  was  by  no  means  to  be 
regarded  as;  an   inconflderable  defalcation.     Much  had  been 
faid,  that  clamour  againft  a  tax  ought  not  to  Induce  a  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  give  way.     Undoubtedly,  Mr. 
Fox  admitted,  that  it  ought  not,  and  if  the  {hop  tax   had 
been  refifted  and  oppofed  on   the  ground  of  mere  clamour, 
he  fliould  have  tliought  that  the  giving  it  up  was  a  dangerous 
example;  but,  in  this  cafe,  it  was  evident  that  clamour  had* 
not    been  the  ground   of  oppofition,    nor  had   anv  proce- 
dure like  party  fpirit,  or  political  prejudice,  in  favour  of  one 
fet  of  men  rather  than  another,  been  the  motive  of  oppofing 
the  tax.     So  far  from  it,  wherever  the  (ei^le  of  the    People 
could  be  taken  upon  the  fliop  tax,  as  at  an  eledlion,  and  on 
other  public  occafions,  it  had  not  been  the  ground  of  cla-       / 
mour  of  one  political  party,  but  a  general  contention  which 
Ihould  prove  itfelf  the  greateft  enemy  to  the  fhop  tax.  Many 
taxes  had  pafled  that  Houfe,  which  had  been  oppofed,  and 
which  had  raifed  much  clamour  at  firft  ;  but  it  had  happened 
that,  in  proportion  as  the  effedls  of  fuch  taxes  had  been  af- 
certained  by  experience,  the  clamour  had  fubfided,  and  the 
tax  had  been  regularly  paid  without  murmuring.     'I  he  cafe 
with  the  tax  in  queftion  was  different;  fince,  after  three 
years,  the  clamour  had  ftrengthened  and  increafed,  and  the 
oppofition  had  been  uniformly   the  fame.     There  could  be 
but  two  ways  of  accounting  for  this;  the  oppofition  and 
complaint  againft  the  fhop  tax  muft  either  come  upon  the 
ground  of  reafon  and  of  truth,  and  Inftead  of  a  tax  upon  the 
public  in   general,  in  theirxrapaclty  of  confumers,  ^the  tax 
was  a  capricious  penalty,  if  he  might  fo  phrafe  it,  on  a  cer- 
tain number  of  perfons,  for  exercifing  a  lawful  and  honeft 
trade ;  or,  if  it  were  not  that,  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  fhop- 
keepers  to  oppofeit.     Whether,  therefore,  the  clamour  was 
attributed  to  the  firft;  to  a  principle  of  reafon  and  truth,  or 
to.  the  fecond,  the  intereft  of  individual?,  it  was  equally  fit  to 
be  repealed,   becaufe  the  argument  that  the  tax  alighted  upon 
theconfumer,  fell  to  the  ground  in  both  cafes.     He  fliouId 
therefore  beg  leave  to  move,  '*  That  the  a6ls  of  the  25th  and 
*'  26th  of  his  prefent  Majefty  might  be  read." 

The  fame  being  read  accordingly,  Mr,  Fox  moved, 

**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  fal  J 
''  aas." 

Mr.  //.  Thornton  obferved,  that  had  not  the  right  honour-    Mr.  1 
able  gentleman  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  Tnorn 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  fliop  tax,  it  was  his  own 
intention  to  have   made   the  fame  motion.     He  could  not, 
therefore,  fit  filent,  but  thought  it  his  duty  to  rife  and  de- 
clare, that  his  fentimenrs  perfeftly  concurred  with   thofe  of 

Vol.  XXV.  4B  his 
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his.  conftituents,  in  declaring  the  (hop  tax  an  unjuft,  partial, 
and  opprefEve  tax ;  and  in  expreffing  his  anxious  wiflies  that 
it  might  be  repealed.     It  was  unnecelTary    for  him  to  fay 
much  in  addition  to  the  arguments  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  fo  juftiy  preceded  him  upon  this  occa- 
fion.     He  hoped,  and  trufted,  that  now  they  were  about  to 
come,  if  not  to  an  unanimous,  at  leaft  to  a  general  vote,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  in  queftion.     There 
were  many  reafons  which  Ikongly  urged  the  propriety  of 
fuch  a  meafure ;  and  one  of  thcle  was,  the  great  difficulty 
and  utter  impraSicability  of  affefling  the  tax,  fo  as  to  make 
it  bear  equally  on  the  fliopkeepers.     Of  this,  Mr.  1  hornton 
faid,  it  had  fallen  to  his  ihare  to  have  had  fufficient  and  un- 
^      deniable  proof;  and  where  fuch  an  objedtion  lay  againft  a 
tax,  it  was  in  the  higheft  degree  unjuft  to  perfift  in  its  con- 
tinuance.    Another  argument  againft  the  (hop  tax  was,  its 
very  great  unpopularity,  and  the  rooted  degree  of  deteftation 
in  which  it  was  holden  by  fliopkeepers  of  every  defcription. 
*     Many  perfons,  to  his  knowledge,  who,  at  the  fame  time, 
were  moving  thanks  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  His  Majefty's  Exchequer,  for  his  late  political 
condu*^,  were  among  thofe  who  conjplained  moft  of  the  (hop 
tax.     The  right  honourable  gentleman*s  beft  friends,  and 
thofe  who  were  among  the  foremoft  to  give  him  their  fupport 
on  every  public  occalion,  were  avowed  enemies  to  the  ihop 
tax.     He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  give  way  to  the  general  wiflies  of  fo  large   and 
refpedlable  a  defcription  of  perfons  as  the  fhopkeepers  of  the 
metropolis,  and  the  borough  of  Southwark ;  indeed,  from 
what  he  had  heard,  his  expeftations  were,  that  fuch  would 
he  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  condudl ;  and  therefore 
he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  no  more,  but  content  himfelf 
with  feconding  the  motion.  • 

Ld.  John      Lord  John  Townjhend  obferved,  that  he  moft  willingly  de- 
Townf-  livered  his  fentiments,  ii\  compliance  with  the  wiflies  of  his 
tend.       conftituents,  who  were  fo  defirous  to  have  the  Ihop  tax  re- 
pealed,  for  the  grounds  and  reafons  ftated  by  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend ;  and,  although  the  matter  had  been  fo  often 
difcufled,  and  he  was  confcious  of  his  inability,  by  anything 
which  he  could  add,  to  place  the  fubjeft  in  a  new  light ;  yet, 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  very  few 
obfervations.     They  had  been  told   that  the  fliop  tax  was 
warranted  by  theneceflity  of  the  State,  and  it  had  been  faid 
by.  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  that  the 
tax  was  not  oppreflive,  becaufe  it  did  not  fall  on  the  Ihop- 
keeper,  but  on  the  confumer.    If  the  fa£b  were  as  thus  ftated, 
he  fhould  be  ready  to  admit  that  theoppofltioii  to  it  was  moft 
Mnri  and  invidious  on  the  part  of  the  ihopkeep&vi«     It  was: 
6  •     ^      ..well 
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well  known  to  be  the  fpirit  of  trade  to  find  a  redrefs  for  every 
grievance.  He  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  tax  did  fall  on 
the  ftiopkeepcr,  and  not  on  the  confumer,  from  the  very 
circumftance^of  the  fliopkeepers  not  having  been  able  to  find 
a  redrefs  for  the  tax.  Indeed,  it  had  been  demonftrated,  that 
there  was  no  poflible  means  of  transferring  the  tax  from  the 
(hopkeeper  to  the  confumer;  the  only  mode  by  which  it  had 
ever  been  contended  that  the  fliopkeeper  could  reimburfe  him- 
felf  was,  either  by  laying  it  upon  particular  articles,  or  go-  . 
nerally  diftributing  it  upon  the  whole  of  the  articles  fold  iii 
his  fhop.  Either  of  thefe  modes  would  prove  extremely  dif- 
ficult, and  might  expofe  a  fliopkeeper  to  be  underfold  by  his 
neighbour,  and  thus  infure  the  cuftom  of  his  fliop.  It  had 
been  often  infinuatcd,  that,  with  regard  to  the  clamours 
againft  the  tax,  there  was  a  certain  kind  of  dignified  obftihacy 
neceflary  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  but,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  difpenfed  with. 
What  had  been  the  cafe  of  the  receipt,  tax  ?  There  had  been 
a  clamour  againft  it,  which,  in  three  months,  was  heard  pf 
no  more;  but,  with  regard  to  the  fhop  tax,  after  three  years, 
thedifcontents  had  rather  increafed  than  fubfided,  and  the 
clamour  was  general.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  learn, 
from  the  information  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  likely  to  re- 
lax and  to  confent  to  the  repeal  of  this. odious  tax.  Whe- 
ther the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  fo,  from  conviflion, 
or  from  convenience ;  whether  he  had  honourably  chiyiged 
his  opinion,  after. better  confideration,  or  (iiw  fomething  in 
the  circumftances  of  the  times,  which  made  it  appear  to  Jiim 
to  be  advifeable  to  confent  to  the  repeal,  he  would  not  en- 
quire; but  fliould  be  happy  to  obtain  the  favour,  and  accept 
it  as  a  boon  for  his  conftituents  and  the  public  in  general. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  remarked,  that  he  fliould  confider  Mr.  Pi 
himfelf  as  guilty  of  a  want  of  candor,  if  he  were  not  ready  to 
acknowledge  that  the  queftion,  upon  which  they  had  been  at 
iflue,  refpefting  the  ftx)p  tax,  had  refted  precifely  on  the 
grounds  ftated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  ,  There 
were  other  queftions  refpe£ling  it  which  took  up  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe;  but  he  had  uniformly  declared,  that  he  thought 
the  tax  would  not  fall  upon  the  Ihopkeeper,  but  be  paid,  in 
the  end,  by  the  confumer.  He  certainly  entertained  no  other 
idea,  and  as  far  as  he  could  form  a  judgement  of  it,  from 
what  he  had  heard  in  argument,  feparately  from  praflice  and 
experience,  his  mind  was  not  yet  fatisfied  that  the  fliop- 
keeper could  not  find  any  mode  of  indemnification;  but,  he 
agreed,  that  the  uniform  opinion  of  the  Ihopkeepers,  who 
had  acquired  experience  upon  the  fubje(3,  denied  the  truth 
of  that  fentiment ;  and  the  continuance  of  that  opinion,  for 
4  B  2  ^^ 
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I  fo  long  a  time,  was  the  ftrongeft  argumenf  to  induce  theni 
to  believe,  that  the  fhopkeepei  s  had  not  b^en  able  to  find  a 
raodeof  indemnification,  and  that  mere  theory  and  argument 
ought  not  to  prevail  againft  pradlice.  Nor  was  it  the  con- 
tinuance'of  that , opinion  which  folely  led  him  to  admit  fo 
much  ;  it  was,  as  an  honourable  friend  of  his  had  obferved, 
becaufe  the  object  ion  and  complaint  were  not  confined  to  any- 
particular  fpecies  of  perfons,  or  any  fpecific  defcriptions  of 
fliogkeepers,  but  were  urged  by  the  ftiopkeepers  in  genera], 
without  reference  to  political  party  or  prejudice  of  any  fort. 
Had  the  fa£l  been  otherwife,  and  had  the  ground  of  objec- 
tion appeared  to  him  to  have  been  folid  and  fubfiantial,  he 
V  fhould  be  forry  to  have  it  imagined  that  he  would,  in  that 

cafe,  have  refu fed  his  confent  to  repeal  it ;  but,  though  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  certain  gentlemen  in  poli- 
tical queflions,  yet  any  perfon  would  agree  with  him,  that 
where  there  was  a  coincidence  of  opinion  againfl  a  tax  with- 
out diftindlion  of  party,  and  when  tliofe  who  gave  the  mofl 
ftriking  proofs  of  their  defire  to  lend  their  fupport  to  Govern- 
ment, joined  in  obje£ling  againft  the  tnx,  it  mufl  have  great 
weight ;  and,  therefore^  he  was  not  afraid  of  faying,  that  he 
felt  that  circumftance  entitled  to  great  additional  weight. 
For  tliefe  reafons,  though  he  confidered  it  to  be  his  duty, 
,  *generally,  to  refift  any  attempt  to  decreafe  the  revenue  by 
the  repeal  of  taxes,  objefted  to  by  perfons  who  were  moft 
likely  to  be  alFedled  by  them,  and  though,  in  the  prefent - 
cafe,  'as  far  as  argument  went,  he  had  heard  nothing  to  in- 
duce him  to  change  his  own  fentiments,  yet,  when  he  learnt 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  had  been  able  to  try  the  effedl  of 
pra6lice  to  be  the  fame  at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  ob- 
ferved the  general  concurrence  of  all  of  that  defcription,  he 
thought  it  no  longer  proper  to  oppofe  to  their  feelings  and 
experience  any  opinions  of  his  own  mind  founded  on  theory, 
and  therefore  he  fliould  not  refift  the  motion,  but  heartily 
give  it  his  confent. 
r  Benj.  '  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  obferved  that,  having  had  the  h'o- 
ammet.  nour  to  be  the  firft  i;i  that  Houfe  to  point  out  the  partiality 
of  the  tax,  at  the  time  when  it  was  proj^ofed,  he  now  congfa* 
tulated  the  Houfe,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  and  the  country  at  large,  on  the  profpe6l  of  the  una- 
nimous confent  of  the  Houfe  for  its  repeal.  He  agreed  wfth 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  in  his  arguments 
againft  the  adl ;  but  his  principles  went  higher ;  for,  if  it 
had  been  clearly  proved  that  the  fhopkeepers  could  have  re- 
imburfed  themfelves,  yet  he  fliould  be  equally  an  enemy  to 
the  tax  as  perfonal  ;  becaufe,  if  that  Houfe  could  take  any 
part  of  the  fubjeft's  money,  diftindt  from  the  reft, 'they  could 
tak&alL     He  knew  of  no  fecvxut'^  qI  \|i\N^\.^^\c>^$^rtY^  but 
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that  of  the  Houfe  giving  their  own  money  with  that  of  their 
tonftituents,  which  mull  always  be  the  cafe  when  taxes  are 
laid  upon  articles  of  confumption,  and  he  again  pledged 
himfelf,  that  he  would  never  vole  for  any  tax,  in  which  he 
was  not  liable  to  bear  a  part  clearly  in  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  not  by  implication. 

The  queftion  being  put,  was  carried  unanimoufly. 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Thornton,  Lord  John  Townfliend, 
Sir  J.  B.  Hammett,  &c.  were  ordered  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Hujfey  defired  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  upon  the  Mr. 
enfuing  day,  in  refpeft  to  the  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  try  Huffcy. 
the  merits  of  the  Weftminfter  eleflion.  Was  it  likely  that 
there  would  be  a  Houfe  ?  Becaufe,  if  it  was  not  likely,  he 
fhould  imagine  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  adjourn  the 
^ballot  to  a  future  day.  Mr.  Huflfey  faid,  that  he  was  a 
friend  to  Mr- Grenville's  bill,  and  did  not  wifh  its  operation 
to  be  brought  into  difcredit.  Hs  admired  the  effeds  of  its 
operation,  but  thought  that  tliere  might  be  a  great  diflBculty 
in  getting  a  Houfe.  He  did  not  wiih  to  ferve  either  party 
in  the  eledlion,  by  thus  calling  the  matter  to  the  notice  of 
the  Houfe,  but  merely  to  guard  againft  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Fox  aiked,  if  thofe  who  might  be  fuppofed  to  know  Mj..  Fox 
beft  could  fay  that  there  was  a  probability  of  there  hieing  a 
Houfe  tomorrow  [this  day]  ?  If  there  fliou Id  not  be  a  Houfe 
upon  the  morrow ;  and,  as  the  holydays  were  approaching, 
he  doubted  whether  there  would  be  a  Houfe  for  a  long  time ; 
and  yet,  fhould  a  Houfe  meet  upon  the  morrow,  that  certain- 
ly was  the  day  on  which,  on  every  account,  it  would  be  de- 
firable  for  the  Committee  to  be  ballotted  for. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  could  not  prefume  Mr.  Pitt 
that  gentlemen  would  be  fo  unmindful  of  their  duty  as  not 
to  attend,  when  bufinefs  of  fo  much  importance  required 
their  attendance.  There  were  a  confiderable  number  of 
Members  in  town,  and  to  put  off  the  bufinefs  beforehand, 
would  give  a  bad  impreflion  of  their  read inefs  to  difcharge 
their  duty.  Every  Member,  he  conceived,  whatever  he 
might  have  thought  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  formerly,  was 
now  a  friend  to  it ;  and,  on  that  account,  he  ftiould  imagine 
there  could  be  no  difference  as  to  the  feeling  it  right  to  try 
at  leafl:  to  have  the  ballot  on  tlxe  next  day. 

Mr.  Fox  anfwered,  that  the  right  honourably  gentleman  Mr.  Fox 
was  certainly  likely  to  know  much  better  than  he  could, 
whether  there  were  Members  in  town  fufficient,  and  the  rea- 
fon  for  his  having  put  the  queftion,  was  grounded  in  the  re- 
colle<5i:ion  that  there  were  more  Members  difqualified  from 
being  on  the*CommittQe  of  the  Weftminfter  eledion  than 
any  other. 


558  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ijig. 

-Mr.  Mr.  Dempjier  having  premifed,  that  he.  was  much  rejoiced 

Pempfter.  x,o  find  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  confented  to  the 
repeal  of  the  bhop  Tax,  added,  that  ihere  was  another  defcrip- 
tion  of  perfons,  who  had  been  opprefled  by  the  operation  of 
one  of  the  moft  fevere  and  unjuft  laws  that  ever  pailed  ;  he 
meant  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  law.  [Being  reminded  Arooi 
the  Chair,  that  it  was  not  warrantable  to  fuffer  theexifting 
laws  to  be  fpoken  harlhly  of  in  that  Houfej  Mr.  Dempfter 
bowed  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  and  gave  notice,  that  the 
very  firft  day  there  was  a  Houfe,  he  would  move  to  repeal 
the  .bill,  impofing  the  heavy  tax  now  in  force  againfi  hawkers 
and  pedlars.  1  he  fliopkeepers,  he  faid,  had  entered  into  a 
contraft  with  the  Public,  and  confented,  that  if  the  hawkers 
and  pedlars  were  feverely  taxed,  they  would  not  complain 
4bf  the  Shop  Tax ;  they  bad  broken  their  faith  with  that 
Houfe,  and  had  clamqured  againft  the  Shop  Tax  as  much  as 
ever.  He  fhould  not  therefore  wonder,  if  the  fliopkeepers, 
who  feemed  to  be  wholly  aftuated  by  felf  intereft,  after 
,  having  obtained  a  repeal  0/ the  Shop  Tait,  were  to  come  to 

that  Houfe  immediately, 'in  the  fliape  of  petitioners,  againft 
the  repeal  of  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  aft. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Chancellor  P/'r/^obferved,  that  it  was  far  from  appear- 
ing that  the  fliopkeepers  had  broken  their  faith,  either  with 
that  Houfe,  or  the  Public;  becaufe,  he  never  heard  of  their 
having  entered  into  any  contraft,  that  if  the  hawkers  and  ped- 
lars were  taxed  feverely,  they  would  not  complain  of  the 
Shop  Tax.  It  would  have  been  a  flrange  and  invidious 
principle  to  have  afted  upon ;  but,  the  faft  was,  that  it  ne- 
ver had  been  affumed  by  the  fliopkeepers.  With  regard  to 
the  honourable  gen^tleman's  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
a  repeal  of  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  aft,  he  did  not  mean  to 
difcufs  the  fubjeft  then,  as  a  notice  was  not  a  fit  ground  for 
fuch  an  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  fo  far  were  the  fliopkeepers  from^ 
confidering  the  heavy  tax  impofed  on  the  hawkers  and  ped- 
lars as  any  favour  to  them,  that  he  believed  many  of  them 
thought  it  much  otherwife,  and  would  be  glad  of  the  re- 
peal. 
Aid.  Mr.  Alderman  Newiiham  faid,  that  many  of  his  conAi* 

Kewnham  tuents  would  rejoice  at  the  repeal  of  the  hawkers  and  pedlart 
aft. 

Aid..  Lc       Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefurler  trufled,  that  notwith (landing 

Mcfurier.  fome  preceding  obfervations,  the  Houfe  would  not  run  away 

'    with  an  idea  that  the  fliopkeepers  in  general  wiflied  the 

hawkers  and  pedlars  aft  to  be  repealed.     Many  of  his  confti- 

tuents  wiflied  very  differently,  believing  hawkers  amd  pedlars 

to  he  a  great  nuiiance. 

The  Houfe  adjournei. 


9*  DxE    B    A    T    E    S, 

Friday^  Tji  Jp'riL 

material  debate  occurred. 

Monday^  bth  April.  • 

William  Young  reported  to  the  Houfe  the  following 
on  the  lifts  of  thofe  Members  who  are  to  a<ft  as  the 
iffioners  for  the  enfuing  year,  for  carrying  into  execu- 
te Eaft-India  Judicature  a£i« 


5^ 


Jekyll,  Efq. 
.  Lamb  ton,  Efq. 
Juncafter, 
,  Lemon,  Bart. 
Main  waring,  Efq. 
Vifcount  Belgrave, 
aid  Pole  Carew,  Efq. 
m,  Dolben,  Bart, 
am  Fergufon,  Bart. 
Vifcount  Downe, 

Cornwall,  Bart, 
rch.  Edmonftone,  Bart. 
Dudley  Ryder, 
r.   A.    W.   Shuckburg, 
U 

Yorke,  Efq. 

Martin,  Efq. 

Lygon,  Efq. 

r  Honey  wood,  Efq. 

Grigby,  Efq. 
f  Addington,  Efq. 
2S  Brandling,  Efq. 
^  Duncombe,  Efq. 
.  Houghton,  Bart. 
Cha.  rMarfham, 

Praed,  Efq.     * 

Ro11e,Efq. 


Mat.  Montagu,  Efq. 
W.  Morton  Pitt,  Efq. 
Francis  Burton,  Efq. 
Wm.  Drake,  Jun.  Efq. 
Sir  John  Rous,  Bart. 
Ambrofe  Goddard,  Efq. 
Wm.  Huffey,  Efq. 
Henry  Beaufoy,  Efq. 
Right  Hon.  T.  Pelham, 
SirR.  Salifbury  Cotton, 
Jomi  James  Hamilton,  Efq. 
Wm.  Pulteney,  Efq. 
Lord  Vifcount  Grimfton^ 
Tho.  B.  Bramfton^ 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Grenville, 
Robert  Smith,  Efq. 
Tho.  Matters,  Efq. 
Hen.  Bankes,  Efq. 
Sir  G.  Elliot,  Bart. 

John  Crew,  Efq. 
Lich.  Slater  Milns,  Efq. 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  C.  Greville, 
H.  James  Pye,  Efq. 
J.P.  Baftard,Efq. 
Ed.  Phelips,  Efq. 


le  fame  were,  upon  motion,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
rd  Nev;haven   remarked,   that  it  gave    him   concern.     Lord 
I  he  yielded  to  the  neceffity  of  complaining  againft  the^«^^*^*^° 
rent  and  incomplete  manner  in  which  returns   were 
from  the  public  offices  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe.     He 
I  the  words  of  a  motion  that  he  had  made  refpeding  the 
nt  of  the  receipt  of  the  Land  Tax,  and  the  arrears  due 
the  receivers  up  to  a  certain  day  in  1779,  and  faid  he 
nade  a  fimilar  motion  the  laft  feffion,  in  the  very  fame 
of  words,  the  date  only  excepted,  and^difo  in  this  prtfi. 
effion,  but  that  the  return  had  been  defeSftive  each  year, 
apers  prefented  from  the  office  containing  the  generiil 
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receipt  of  the  Land  Tax  only,  and  taking  no  notice  of  the 
arrears  ofthe receivers  who  hadbeendifmifled,  which  in  1779 
amounted  to  ioi,oool. 

Mr.  Rofc.  Mr.  Rofe  affigned  as  a  reafon,  that  it  was  thought  the  ge- 
neral receipt  was  the  only  important  objeft  of  the  noble 
Lord's  motioi^,  or  there  would  have  been  no  objeflion  fehave 
furnifhed  the  part  which  the  noble  Lord  imagined  to  have 
been  defeftive  in  the  return ;  but  that,  in  faft,  it  was  un- 
neceflary,  as  not  one  fhilling  of,,the  arrears  of  1779  had 
been  paid,  and  therefore  the  giving  an  account  would 
have  been  nothing  more  than  giving  a  copy  of  fo  much  of 
a  paper  already  on  the  table  of  tiie  Houfe. 
^  Lord  Newhaveji  afterwards  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid 

*'  before  this  Hbufcian  account  ofthe  grofs  and  net  produce 
"  of  excife:" 

Mr.  Rofe.  Mr.  Rofe'  ^infwered,  that  tKe,  returns  in  queftion  were  ge- 
nerally made  up  from  July  to  July^  and  therefore  the  motioa 
was  premature.  1*-V- 

Lord  Newhaven  not  he'rf^.fatisfied, 

Mr.  Steele  Mr.  5/^^/^  more  fullj5||xpkined,  that  aRhough  the  noble 
Lord's  motii^  certainl^^miglit  be  complied  with,  it  would 
occafion  an  infinite  deal  of  trouble,  and  it  would  be  two  or 
three  moilths  at  leafl:  befqre  the  returns  could  be  made.  Mr. 
Steele  added,  that  the  returns bdng  ufually  made  up  to  July, 
the  calling  for  them  at  that  premature  moment  would  oblige 
the  office  to  inftitutea  general  correfponderice  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  at  a  period  altogether  unufual,  and  confequ&ntly 
pregnant  with  great  inconvenience. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 
The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuc/day,  "Jth  A[>riL 

Mr.  Mr.  Dcmpjter  begged  leave  to  trefpafs  upon  the  attention 

Dempftcr.  of  the  Houfe,  whilft  he  rofe  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  1 
bill  to  repeal  the  ads  ofthe  25th  and  ir6tl)  of  the  prefent 
King,  impofing  additional  duties  and  reftriftions  oa hawkers 
and  pedlars.  The  fhopkeepers  having  obtained  rlie  repeal 
ofthe  acSls  impofing  a  duty  upon  them,  was  a  circumftance 
which  appeared  to  call  for  a  repeal  of  the  aS,  which  loaded 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars  with  fevere  and  heavy  duties;  he 
therefore  defired  that  the  title  and  preamble  ofthe  acl  of  the 
25th  ofthe  prefent  King  might  be  read. 

The  fame  having  been  read  accordingly,  Mr.  Dempfter  ob- 
ferved,  that  tlie  bill  had  been  originally  introduced  as  a  bill 
of  Supply,  and  voted  under  the  idea  of  granting  an  additional 
fupply  to  His  Majefty  ;  but,  fo  far  from  aiding  the  revenue, 
it  had,  in  itseffed:!^,  tended  to  diminifh  it  very  confiderably. 
Mr.  Dempfter  ftated  the  different  amounts  ofthe  produce  of 
th^  duty  on  hawkers  awi\  ig^iX-ai^^x^^^ld  rates,  and  fincc 
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the  additional  duties  were  impofed,  proving  from  the  diffe- 
rent points  of  view.  The  feverity  of  the  additional  tax  on 
licenfo,  he  faid,  deprived  many  honeft  and  induftrious  per* 
fons  of  the  means  of  earning  their  hread,  by  debarring  them 
from  the  exercife  of  the  lawful  occupation  of  buying  and 
felling.  Nor  did  it  only  prevent  men  by  honeft  means  from 
earning  thtir  livelihood,  but,  he  believed,  itseffedl  went  much 
farther,  and  that  it  had  been  injurious  to  the  manufactures  of 
this  country,  by  cutting  up  the  vent  of  them  in  a  channel 
which  had  heretofore,  proved  extremely  beneficial.  The  en- 
creafe  of  the  Manchefter  manufaftory  had  arifen,  in  a  great 
meafure,  from  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  body  of  men, 
whofecaufe  he  was  pleading;  and,  therefore,  on  theie  grounds, 
and  for  a  variety  of  other  reafons,  which  had  on  former  oc- 
cafions  been  llated|  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  faid  a<Sls. 

Mr,  Rofe  obferved,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to  re- 
peal that  part  of  the  aft  in  queftion,  which  impofed  the  ad-  Mr.  Rofe, 
ditional  duties  on  hawkers  aoQ  pedlars,  and  to  reduce  the 
duties  to  their  old  ftandard  ;.  but,  |«htlemen  vjpuld  recoiled, 
that  the  aft  contained  other  provil^ons,  which  it  might  be, 
orr  all  hands,  thought  fit  to  keeg  in  force.  He  meant  the 
provifion,  that  no  hawker  fliould  be  allowed  to  fell  his  go  ds, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  in  any  market  town,  nor  within 
two  miles  of  a  market  town,  and  feveral  others,  which  ope- 
rated as  regulations  on  the  conduft  of  hawkers  and  pedlars 
and  tended  to  give  the  Ihopkeepers  a  fair  and  reafonable  chance 
of  vying  with  them.  With  regard  to  the  effeft  which  the 
new  duties  had  produced,  in  refpeft  to  the  revenue,  gentle- 
men would  be  fo  good  as  to  call  to  mind,  that  the  additional 
duties  were  not  impofed  with  the  view  of  railing  a  larger  fum 
of  money  on  the  Public,  but  that  the  duty  on  the  licenfe  had 
been  increaied  for  the  avowedpurpofe  of  reftraining  thi 
number  of  hawkers  and  pedlars,  a  reftriflion  which  he 
really  thought  the  fliopkeepers  entitled  to.  Mr.  Rofe 
added,  that  he  had  no  intention  to  go  into  reafoning  upon 
the  fuhjeft  at  that  time,  but  he  had  thought  it  neceflary  to 
mention  the  particulars  which  he  had  ftated,  in  order  to  lay 
in  a  ground  of  objeftion  ;  and  this,  for  the  purpofe  of  con-r 
tending,  at  fome  future  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  againft  a  total 
repeal  of  the  aft  in  queftion. 

Sir  John  Swlnburnt  remarked,  that  in  his  opinion,  hawkers  Sir  John 
and  pedlars  were  fair  objefts  of  taxation.  Rethought  the  Swinburne 
encouragements  given  to  hawkers  and  pedlars  a  difgrace  to  a 
free  People,  and  he  ftated  why  he  conceived  thofe  dealers  in 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  who  had  no  particular  places 
of  abode,  had  not  an  equal  claim  to  the  partiality  of  the  Le- 
giflature  with  fettled  fliopkeepers,  who  were  houfehoMers, 
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and  paid  their  full  fhare  of  the  heavy  taxes  incidental  to  a 
fixed  refidence.      He  mentioned  the  inconveniences  pecu- 
liarly experienced  in  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he 
refided,   by   the  inundation  of  hawkers  and  pedlars  from 
Scotland,  who  not  only  fold  goods  inferior  in  quality  to 
thofe  on  fale  in  the  regular  fliops,  but  did  the  fair  trader 
infinite  mifchief  by  greatly  underfelling  him;   a  circum- 
flance  which  could  only  be  accounted  for  by  fuppofing  that 
the  hawker  and  pedlar  obtained  his  goods  in  an  indireft  way. 
He  thence   concluded,  that  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  gave 
great  encouragement    to    fmuggling,    and   being   by    that 
means  a  fpecies  of  traders,  whofe  conduft  l)roved  highly 
injurious  to  the  revenue,  he  thought  the  increafe  of  duties 
on  their  licences  extremely  proper. 
Mr.  S.        Mr,  S,  Thornton  obje£led  againft  a  total  repeal  of  the  aft 
Thornton*  of  Parliament  which  contained  a  variety  of  provifions  and 
regulations,   that,  independent   of  any  objeft  of  revenue, 
were  highly  expedient  and  neceflary. 
Mr.  I.  H.       Mr.  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
Browjic,    Houfe,  that  when  the  aft  came  before  them  in  the  fhapc  of 
a  bill,  two  years  ago,  he  had  prefented  tvvo  petitions  on  the 
fabjeft ;  the  one  praying  an  entire  fuppreifion  of  the  hawk- 
ers and  pedlars;  the  other  againft  it;  but  when  the  exami- 
nation of  witnefTes  on  the  fubjeft  took  place  at  the  bar,  he 
had  liftened  to  it  with  very  great  attention,  and  had  been 
fully  convinced  by  the  evidence,  that  the  hawkers  and  ped- 
lars were  a  very  ufeful,    induftrious,   and  virtuous  fet  of 
people.     With  regard  to  the  idea  that  there  had  been  any 
contraft  between  the  hawkers  and   pedlars  and  the  fhop- 
keepers,  it  was  impoffible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  any 
fuch  contraft  fhould  have  taken  place;  and  he  would  do 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  jullice  to  fay,  that  it 
was  not  likely  he  ihould  have  made  any  fuch  contraft,  as 
had  been  hinted  at,  with  the  fliopkeepers.     He  recollefted 
that  the  only  ground  on  which  the  (liop  tax  had  been  jufti- 
fied  and  fupported,  was,  and  he  had  thought  the  argument 
very  feafible  at  the  time,  that  it  would  ultimately  tall  on 
the  confumer;  the  Ihopkeepers,  on  the  other  hand,  had  con- 
tended, that  they  fliould  have  to  pay  it  themfelyes.     But, 
as  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  were  able  to  live  upon  their 
duties,  and  to  get  forward  as  faft  as  the  fliopkeepers,  for 
that  reafon,    in  order  to  put  both  defcriptions  of  traders 
•upon  an  equal  footing,  the  duties  on  hawkers  and  pedlars 
were  raifed  to  four  pounds  for  the  licenfe  of  every  hawker 
and  pedlar  who  travelled  on  foot,  and  eight  pounds  for  every 
hawker  and  pedlar  who  travelled  with  an  horfe,  or  a  beaft 
of  burthen.     This   was   undoubtedly  a  feverc  duty;  and 
though  he  ftiould  be  xYve  Uft.  m;xxv  i.q  confent  to  any  diminu- 
6  tion 
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tion  of  the  revenue,  yet  he  could  not  avoid  regarding  the 
repeal  of  thefe  additional  duties  on  hawkers  and  pedlars  as 
an  afb  of  juftice,  confidering  the  grounds  on  which  they 
were  originally  impofed,  and  that  the  l]iop  tax  was  to  be  ^ 
repealed.  One  argument  advanced  againft  hawkers  and 
pedlars  was,  that  they  had  no  fettled  habitations.  This,  * 
he  had  it  in  his  own  power  to  fay,  was  a  miftake.  He 
knew  that  a  great  many  hawkers  and  pedlars  were  fettled, 
that  they  had  improved  the  country  confiderably,  and 
raifefl  the  price  of  land  in  confequence  of  their  improve- 
ments. He  fliould  be  forry  10  fee  the  claufe  in  the  aft  re- 
training hawkers  and  pedlars  from  felling  by  auftion  re- 
pealed, Anotlicr  very  proper  claufe  in  his  mind  was,  that 
which  enafted  that  every  hawker  and  pedlar  convifled  of 
fmuggling  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  following  the 
occupation.  Mr.  Browne  adverted  to  other  claufes  in  the 
aft,  and  afBgned  his  reafons  for  thinking  the  fliopkeepers, 
and  hawkers  and  pedlars  were  in  their  refpedlive  capacities 
equally  entitled  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  the  agents 
and  fupporters  of  the  manufadures  of  the  country,  which 
they  procured  a  vent  for  as  traders.  He  thought  that  it 
would  prove  unjuft  to  reftrain  and  profcribe  the  hawkers 
and  pedlars,  or  any  body  of  men,  from  exercifing  their  law- 
ful occupation,  and  therefore  he  was  fully  perfuaded  that 
repealing  the  additional  duties  would  be  for  the  public  good, 
and  he  was  alfo  fully  perfuaded  that  it  would  be  equally  for 
the  public  good,  that  feveral  of  the  provifions  of  the  exifl- 
ing  aft  of  Parliament  fl^iould  remain. 

Mr.  Pulteney  remarked,  that  he  had  always  conceived  Mr. 
that  no  gentleman  w-lio  fupported  the  prcfent  meafure  could  Pultene; 
wifti  to  repeal  the  aft  entirely,  becaufe  it  contained  fome 
provifions  that  were  equally  calculated  to  prove  of  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  and  to  the  hawkers  and  pedlars  them- 
felves.  Mr.  Pulteney  particularly  alluded  to  the  claufes 
reftraining  hawkers  and  pedlars  from  felling  their  goods  in  a 
market  town,  or  within  two  miles  of  a  market  town,  and 
in  fujch  diftrifts  as  the  Juftices  of  the  county,  at  the  quarter 

ieffions,  had  forbidden.  The  motion  in  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's hand,  Mr.  Pulteney  obferved,  was  for  a  fimpic  re- 
peal; he  would  fubmit  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  alter  the  wording  of  his 
motion,  and  inftead  of  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

'  to  repeal  the  afts  in  queftion,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  thofe  afts  ;  fuch  a  title  would 
aflford  a  fair  fcope  for  retaining  fo  much  of  the  exifting  afts 

of  Parliament  as  might,  upon  future  difcuf&on^  be  deemed 
advifeable. 

4C  2  Mr. 
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Ir.  Pitt,  Mn  Chancellor  P/'/f  having  premifed  that  the  Houfe  feem- 
ing  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  additiontil  duties  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed, added,  that  there  might  exift  much  difference  of  feuti-  • 
ment  with  reipcO:  to  fome  of  the  provifipns  of  the  aft  of 
Parliament,  He  did  not  mean  to  difcufs  that  difference  of 
opinion  at  prefent,  but,  there  certainly  might  be  a  difference 
of  fentiment  as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  to  reftrain 
hawkers  and  pedlars  from  felling  their  goods  in  market 
town^,  or  within  two  miles  of  a  market  town.  He  hoped 
therefore,  that  the  honourable  gentlenjan  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  adopt  his  honourable  friend's  proportion,  and 
change  his  motion  fo  as  to  move  for  a  bill  to  explain  and 
amend,  which  would  leave  the  fubjedt  open  to  future  difcuf- 
fion. 
Mr.  Mr.  Dcmpjier  anfwered,    that  he  did   not  entertain  the 

)cmpfter.  fmallcft  objedlion  to  alter  the  motion  in  the  manner  fug- 
gelled. 

1  he  Speaker  tlien  put  the  queflion,  "  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  faid 
afts." 

The  motion  paffed. 

The  orJer  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  going  into  a 
Committee  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  (hop  tax,  the  Speaker 
left  .the  chair,  add  Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  took  his  feat 
at  the  table. 

Mr.    Fox  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  bill,  with  the  words  the  fifth  of  April. 
After  having  filled  up  the  other  blanks,  the  Chairman 
read  the  preamble. 
Mr.  Pitt.      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  by  no  means  con- 
ceived it  to  be  the  objedt  of  thofc,  who  vyiflied  for  a  repeal 
of  the  fliop  tax  to  in  fid  on  the  words  of  the  preamble  as  it 
ftood,  becaufe,  as  that  mull  neceiXarily  create  a  difference 
of  opinion,  and   fince*  as  much  unanimity  as.  poflible  was 
defireable  on  the  prefent  occafion.  he  prefumed  they  would 
concur  in  endeavouring  to  avoid  aU  caufe  of  difference.     He 
reminded  the  Committee,  that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  op- 
pofed  a  repeal  of  the  Ihop  tax  had  declared,  that  whatever 
might  be  their  private  opinion  upon  the  fubjefi,  they  had 
not  thought  it  proper  to  oppofe  that  private  opinion  on  the 
prefent  occafion  to  the  wifhes  of  fo  large  a  number  of  their 
fellow   fubje6ls.      The   preamble,    as   it    fl:ood,    contained 
fomething  more  like  the  language  of  inved^ive,    than  the 
ordinary  language  of  a  bill  of  repeijl.     In  fa£l,  the  pream- 
ble by  pronouncing  that  the  tax  on  fliops  was  a  partial  and 
oppreffive  tax,  and  contrary  to  the  juft  principles  of  taxa- 
t'loriy  contained  a  ceufure  on  the  tax,  and  confequently  a 
ce/)iure  on  a  former  aSt  oi  x.\\€\\  o^v\^   T\\^  x&x-ai  Vo.i\^uage 
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of  a  biU  of  repeal  was  to  declare,  that  whereas  it  was  expis- 
dient  to  repeal  an  act  pafled  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  and  at  fuch 
a  time.  He  fhoulti,  therefore,  move  an  amendment  to  the 
preamble,  to  leave  oot  the  words  after  the  eleventh  line,  and 
infert  the  woVds  "  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  an  aft  of 
*^  the  25th,  and  an  aft  of  the  26th,  of  liis  prefent  Majefty, 
"  impofing  a  duty  on  fliops,  &c.** 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  it  gave  him  much  concern  to  dif-  Mr.  For. 
cover  that  words  which  he  had  inferted  in  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  maintaining  the  dignity 
of  Parliament,  and  fupporting  the  regularity  and  confiftency 
of  their  proceedings,  Ihould  be  confidered  as  an  inyeftive. 
He  rather  tTiought  that  the  worJs  objefted  to  were  tlic  very 
words  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  and  that 
he  had  faid,  that  whatever  might  be  his  opinion  in  theory, 
the  fliopkeepers  having  foxnd  by  experience  that  the  tax  on 
retaillhops v/as  partial  and  opprefTive,  and  contrary  to  the 
true  principles  of  taxation,  ne  was  willing  to  confent  to  its 
repeal.  Thnt  the  tax  was  inexpedient,  was  undoubtedly 
true  ;  but  it  was  not  for  that  reafon  that  it  was  deemed  right 
to  repeal  it;  to  make  that  the  plea  for  its  repeal,  wastocon- 
fefs  that  they  removed  the  tax  on  the  mere  ground  of  cla- 
mour, without  being  fatisfied  of  its  partiality,  oppreffion,  and 
injuftice ;  whereas  the  contrary  was  notorioufly  the  faft. 
Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  faying,  that  although  he  fhould 
certainly  give  his  negative  to  the  amendment,  he  would  not 
prefs  for  a  divifion  ot  the  Houfe. 

The  amendment  was  then  moved,  and  agreed  to.  After 
which,  the  bill,  with  its  amendments,  was  reported  to  the 
Hou'e,  and  ordered  to  be  engrofled,  and  read  a  third  time 
upon  the  morrow. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

JVidnefday^    itb  April. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  wat 
commanded  by  His  Majefty  to  inform  this  Houfe,  that  His 
Majpfty  has  appointed  Thurfday,  the  23d  of  this  inftant 
April,  to  be  ohferv^d  as  a  day  of  public  thankfgiving  to  Al- 
mighty Go.!,  for  that  fignal  interpofition  of  His  good  Pro- 
vidence, which  hath  removed  from  His  Majefty  the  lateill- 
nefs  with  which  he  hath  been  afflifted ;  and  for  the  greater 
folemnity  of  that  day.  His  Majefty  will  go  to  Saint  Paul's 
Church,  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  great 
mercy  which  hath  been  extended  to  him  ;  and  His  Ma- 
jefty hath  been  pleafed  to  give  the  neceffary  orders  for  pro- 
viding convenient  places  in  the  faid  Cathedral  for  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  "  That  the  humble  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  re- 
^  turned  to  His  Majefty,  for  His  Majefty's  gracious  favour 
**  in  communicating  to  this  Houfe  his  intention  of  going  to 
**  St.  Paul's  Church  upon  the  day  of  thankfgiving  appointed 
"  by  His  Majefty,  and  for  having  been  pleafed  to  give  or-* 
*>  ders  for  providing  convenient  places  in  the  faid  Cathedral 
"  for  the  Members  of  this  Houfe.** 

Ordered,  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  returned  to 
^*  His  Majefty,  by  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe  as  are  of 
"  His  Majefty's  Moft  Honourable  Privy  Council.'* 

Refolved,  '*  That  this  Houfe  will  attend,  as  an  Houfe,  in 
**  St.  Paul's  Church,  upon  the  day  appointed  for  a  public 
"  thankfgiving.**  * 

Ordered,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
**  the  manner  of  this  Houfe  going  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  on 
<^  Thurfday  the  23d  day  of  this  inftant  April,  and  of  fuch 
*^  regulations  as  may  be  neceffary  to  be  obferved  for  the  pre- 
^^  fervation  of  order  upon  that  occafion.** 

And  aCommittee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  "  That  the  faid  Com^iittee  have  leave  to  fit, 
**  notwithftanding  the  adjournment  of  the  Houfe.'* 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  "To  incorporate  certain  per fons  therein 
*^  named,,  and  their  fucceflbrs,'  with  proper  powers  for  the 
*'  purpofeof  eftablifliing  a  fociety,  to  bo  named  the  Weft- 
"  minfter  Society,  for  granting  annuities  upon,  and  infurr 
**  ing  lives  and  furvivorfhips,"  Counfel  were  called  to  the 
bar,  when  Mr.  Graham  was  heard,  as  counfel  for  the  peti- 
tioners, the  Amicable  Society  in  Serjeant's  Inn,  Fleet-ftreet, 
^  againft  the  bill. 

Mr.  Graham  obferved,  that  the  arguments  upon  which 
he  chiefly  relied,  lay  within  a  narrow  compafs,  and  were,  in 
his  mind,  fo  obvipus  and  irrefragable,  that  he  did  not  think 
it  neceflary  to  adduce  evidence,  or  call  a  fingle  witnefs  in 
fupport  of  any  of  the  fa6ls  to  which  he  might  have  ocfafion 
to  allude.  The  grounds  and  objeft  of  the  bill  were  thefe  : 
One  hundred  gentlemen,  of  the  utmofl  refpeft ability,  were 
willing  to  adventure  in  a  projeft  of  infurance  on  lives ;  their 
capital  was  limited  to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  but 
their  fubfcriptioo,  individually,  was  to  be  a  depofit  of  the 
fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  each  only  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  a  fuhjeftion  to  be  called  upon  for  two  thoufand  more,  if 
neceflTary.  The  bill  fet  ofi^  with  ftating,  that  the  capital  of 
this  new  Infurance  Company  was  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  which  was,  he  conceived,  an  error  in  point  of  form, 
the  real  capital  being  no  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  This,  the  Houfe  would,  doubtlefs,'  correS  in  the 
Committee;  but,  Mr.  GT^\\;)iVTi \^vc^\^^x. \\.\v\%  4>it3i  to  men- 
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tion  it,  becaufe  it  might  prove  a  fallacy  if  not  properly 
guarded  againft,  fince  thie  fubicribers,  from  infolvency,  and 
various  other  incidental  chances  in  life,  though  perfedlly 
folvent  at  prefent,  might  not  be  able  to  advance  the  fecond 
and  third  thoufand  pounds  when  called  upon  ;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  the  real  capital  would  be  no  more  than  the  one  hun* 
dred  thoufand  pounds  fubfcribed  and^epofited  in  the  fir  ft 
inftance.  But,  the  chief  argument  on  which  Mr.  Graham 
relied  the  objeSions  of  his  clients  to  the  bill,  and  which,  in 
his  mind,  was  much  more  than  a,  mere  matter  of  form,  was^ 
'  there  being  in  the  bill  no  claufes  to  appropriate  the  capital  of 
the  adventurers,  or  to  limit  their  dividends.  He  ftated,  that 
the  new  Company  feemed  to  have  for  their  objedl  the  accu- 
mulation of  a  confiderable  capital ;  that  having  accumulated 
it,  the  bill  left  them^at  large  toapply  it  to  any  purpofe  which 
they  thought  proper.  There  was  no  projed,  however  vi- 
fionary,  no  fpeculation,  however  unfound,  in  which  they 
might  not  rifque  their  capital.  The  bill  provided  no  re- 
ftridlion  in  refpedl  to  the  amount  of  their  dividend.  The 
Company  would,  naturally,  be  tempted  to  make  as  large  a 
dividend  as  poflible,  and  as  the  fubfcribers  were  not  to  bo 
anfwerable  with  their  private  fortunes,  farther  than  tho 
amount  of  their  feveral  fubfcriptions,  the  public,  who  might 
be  allowed  to  adventure,  and  to  rely  on  the  faith  of  the 
Company,  and  the  fecurity  apparently  afforded  by  a- know- 
ledge of  the  extent  of  the  individual  wealth  of  its  refpeSive 
members,  would  not  be  able  to  recover  the  folitary  remedy  of 
receiving  back  the  fums  which  they  might  have  originally  paid 
for  infurance.  Mr.  Graham  ftated,  that  the  facility  of  ge* 
neral  infurance  was  an  advantage  peculiar  to  this  country. 
We  were  able  to  infure  for  all  the  world ;  but,  the  facility  of 
infurance  on  lives  in  this  country,  although  it  was,  undoubt- 
edly^ a  great  national  advantage,  was  attended  with  this  con<* 
comitant  evil :  young  men  were  thereby  enabled  to  come 
into  the  ufe  of  their  fortunes  all  at  once  prematurely,  and  to 
fpend  the  whole  before  they  had  in  fadl  a  reafonable  right  to 
enjoy  any  part  of  them.  This  obvioufly  led  to  univerfal 
ruin,  and  that  fatality,  he  aiTerted,  the  bill,  in  its  principle, 
tended  to  encourage. 

Mr,  Piggott  was  heard  as  counfel  on  behalf  of  the  bill,  and 
began  with  complaining  of  the  hardfhip  to  which  his  clients 
were  fubjeiSied,  in  finding  tbemfelves  oppofed  by  a  fociety, 
which  might  be  confidered  to  confift  of  brethren  of  the  fame 
trade;  when 

Mr.  Graham  begged  pardon  for  interrupting  Mr.  Piggott, 

*  but  he  had  omitted  to  ftate  what  was  in  fa^  the  natural  refult 

and  confequence  of  his  argument,   namely,  that  the  bill,  if 

psffed  into  a  law,  would,  in  itseffeft,  materially  injure  the 

Amicable 
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Amicable  Society  of  Infurance  on  Lives  in  Fleet-ftreet,  and 
alfo  the  Long  and  Short  Annuities,  and  a  variety  of  other 
Funds  and  Societies,  the  objeft  of  which  was  infurance  on 
lives. 

Mr.  Piggott  anfwered  Mr.  Graham,  by  ftating,  that  Cor- 
porations of  Infurance  Companies  were  of  great  public  be- 
nefit. That  it  was  an  univerfal  maxim  in  trade,  that  two 
fhops  were  better  than  one,  and  tl  at  competition  was  the 
circumftance  which  afforded  fo  much  advantage  to  the  cufto- 
mer.  Every  thing,  therefore,  that  tended  to  give  facility 
to  infurance  on  lives,  was  a  matter  exceedingly  defirable; 
and  as  to  the  cbmparifon  between  a  corporation  and  private 
f  infuiers,  the  fecurity  afforded  by  the  former  was  fo  far  fupe- 
rior  to  that  which  tlie  latter  could  give,  that  't  would  not 
bear  an  argument.  He  defcribeJ  the  frequent  bankruptcies 
of  private  infurers,  and  the  paltry  dividends  received  from 
their  eftates  by  their  creditors,  and  placed  the  defcription  in 
contraft  with  the  foUd  fatisfaftion  infurers  would  receive 
from  a  corporate  body,  known  to  have  a  large  capital,  to 
poffefs  the  power  of  making  bye  laws  to  regulate  their  con- 
duit, to  keep  open  books,  and  to  condu6l  their  bufinefs  with 
publicity.  He  complained  of  the  injuftice  of  the  Amicable 
Societv  oppofing  the  prefent  bill ;  inafmuch  as,  fo  far  from 
that  lociety  having  caofe  to  wifli  to  monopolize  or  in- 
creafe  their  bufinefs,  they  already  had  more  offered  to* them 
than  it  was  confiflent  with  their  rules  to  tranfaft,  and  thofo 
who  wilhed  to  do  bufinefs  with  them,  were  obliged  to  folicit 
in  the  capacity  of  humble  candidates  for  a  long  time,  before 
the  oflfice  was  able  to  clofe  with  them.  Mr.  Piggott  ad- 
mitted that  the  bill  was  defe<Slive,  and  faid,  that  there  were 
feveral  provifions^neceffary  to  be  inferted  in  it,  which  he  had 
himfelf  taken  the  liberty  to  fuggeft  to  his  clients;  but,  he 
wasinflrufted  to  fay,  that  they  were  willing  to  confent  to 
any  farther  reftriflions  that  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
might  think  neceffary  to  infert,  by  way  of  additional  fecu- 
rity to  the  Public. 

The  Counfel  having  been  direfled  to  withdraw,  the 
Speaker  read  the  bill  a  fecond  time,  and  flated  from  the  bre- 
viate  its  preamble  and  claufes. 

Upon  the  queftion  being  put,  "  That  the  bill  be  com- 
«  mitted," 
Mr.  Mr,  Hujfey  remarked,  that  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe  a 

HulTey.  friend  to  the  bill,  and  that  he  perfe^ly  agreed  with  the 
learned  counfel  at  the  bar,  that  two  {hops  were  preferable 
to  one,  and  that  the  greater  the  facility  of  infurance  on  lives, 
the  better ;  but  from  what  he  had  heard,  the  bill  vras  highly 
obj(6lionable.  It  tended  to  feledl  one  hundred  perfons,  and 
enable  them  *oform  themfeWes  into  a  corporation^,  and  raife 

a  ca- 
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a  capital  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pouftds,  without  making 
their  private  fortunes  refponfible,  or  applying  any  reftric- 
tions  to  the  ufe  and  appropriatipn  of  their  capital  whatfoever. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that. the  gentlemen  who  defired  to  be 
allowed  to  incorporate,  meant  to  aft  fairly  and  honellly; 
hut,  he  could  not  conct  ive  that  it  became  tatm,  as  a  Koufe 
of  Parliament,  to  countenance  the  taking  one  hundred  ci- 
tizens, and  fepi^rating  them  from  the  left  of  tlie  pubhc,  in 
order  to  give  them  fuch  undefined  and  unlimited  powers.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  think  that  the  bill  could  proceed, 
or  any  bill- fodefeflively  drawn.  He  fa w  clearly,  that  tlie 
number  of  Members  prefent  was  not  large  enough  to  divide, 
nor  did  he  wiih  to  take  advantage  of  that  civcumllancc,  but 
unlefs  he  heard  fome  fubflantiai  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  he  (hoiild  think  it  his  duty  to  objecSl  to  the  queftion. 

Mr.  R.  hurton  admitted  that  the  bill  was  defective,  but  Mr.  R. 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  have  aiiy  defedt,  which  might  Burton, 
not  be  fully  cured  and  fupplied  in  a  Committee, 

Mr.  IK  Stanhope  acknowledged  himfelf  ready  to  admit  that  Mr.  W. 
as  the  bill  flood,  it  was  liable  to  great  ohjedlion  ;  but  he  had  Stanhope, 
learnt,   from  converfations- with  the  gentlemen  concerned, 
that  they  meant  themfelves  to  propofe  many  conditions  and 
reftriftions  in  the  Committee  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the 
Public.     He  hoped,  thefefore,  that  the  bill  would  be  fuffered* 
to  go  to  a  Committee.     The  principle  of  the  bill  being  to 
give  facility  to  infurance  on  lives,  muft  be  allowed  to  have  ' 
its  merit ;   yet,  lb  far  was  he  from  meaning  to  fupport  the 
bill,  ill  its  prefent  (hape,  that  if  it  was  not  materially  altered 
in  the  Committee,  and  fo  al.tered  as  to  remove  all  objedion, 
he  would  hirtifelf  move  to  throw  it  out. 

Sir  jK:?rry  Hoghton  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  permitted  Sir  Harry 
to  go  to  a  Committee,  in  order  that  a  clauie  might  be  in tro- Hoghton. 
duced  to  provide  ample  fecurity  for  any  fum  which  the  pub- 
lic might  advance  on  the  faith  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  P«//^w^;' obferved^  that  the  bill  required  amendment ;  ^^^ 
hut,  as  the  Committee  was  the  propei-  place  to  amend  its  ^^l^criey. 
claufes  in,  he  hoped  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  no  objedlion  to  withdrawing  his  motion,  and  fuifering 
the  bill  to  be  committed.  If,  upon  the  report^  it  fhould  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  fufficiently*amended,  that  wouL!  be  the 
time  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  obj  eft  again  ft  the  bill. 
But,  if  it  were  then  to  be  fet  afide,  he  did  noc  believe  a  new 
bill  could,  in  the  prefent  feflion,  be  brought  in  upon  the  pe- 
tition which  had  been  prefented. 

Mr.  Hujfey  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  give  up  his  prin-      Mr. 
ciple.     He  iftill  thought  that  Parliament  ftiould  not   fuffer    Huffey. 
fuch  a  biil  to  pioceed.     He  did  not  mean  to  queftion  the  ho- 
ncft  intention,  or  the  fairnefs  of  the  petitioners  for  the  bill, 
Vol.  XXV.  4D  but 
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but  it  behoved  them,  as  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to 
over  the  public  interefts,  and  to  fuffer  no  bill  which  might 
lead  to  an  abufe  of  thofe  interefts  to  efcape  them  unreiifted. 
Mr.  Hufley  faid,  that  l?e  faw  clearly  that  if  he  infifted  on  a 

.  divifion^  the  bill,  from  the  fraallnefs  of  the  numbers  pre- 
fent,  rauft  be  loft.  He  did  i|ot  wifti  to  take  that  unfair  ad- 
vantage, and  therefore  he  was  ready  to  agree  to  adjourn  the 
further  confideration  of  the  bill.  It  ought  to  be  difcufled  in 
a  fuller  Houfe.  1  he  incorporating  of  one  hundred  perfons, 
and  enabling  them  to  raife  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
capital,  was  an  obje6l  of  great  importance,  and  previoufly  to 
Parliament's  confeniing  to  it,  they  ought  to  have  a  plan  be- 
fore them,  on  which  fuch  a  corporation  was  to  b^  bound  to 
aft.     They  had,  at  prefent,  no  plan  whatever  to  judge  by, 

lior  was  the  bill,  however  fairly  the  petitioners  meant  to  deal 
by  the  public,  at  all  adequate  to  their  own  avowed  pur- 
pofes. 
Ld.  New-  Lord  Ncwhaven  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable 
haven,  gentleman  of  the  great  inconvenience  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, would  refult  from  delay.     There  would,  as  the  ho- 

I  nourable  gentleman  well  knew,  be  a  great  difficulty  in  ob- 
taing  a  full  Houfe  ;  and  it  muft,  at  all  events,  prove  a  con- 
Jiderable  time  before  a  full  Houfe  could  be  expelled,  fince 
tlie  holidays  were  to  intervene  previous  to  their  next  meet- 
ing. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  be  fuftered  to  go  to 
a  Committee. 

The  motion  being  altered  to  a  motion  of  adjournment  of 
the  further  confideration  of  the  bill,  the  fame  was  adjourned 
to  Tuefday  the  28th  inftant. 

The  Houfe  adjourned,  for  the  Elafler  recefs,  to  Monday 
the  zp\h  of  April.  ^ 
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Churches  in  the  United  States.     Price  3s.  in  Boards. 

The  BOOK  of  COMMON  PRAYER  and  ADMINISTRATION  of  th« 
SACRAMENT,  and  other  RITES  and  CEREMONIES,  as  rcvifed  and 
propofed  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  at  a  Convention  of  the 
faid  Church  in  the  States  of 

New  York,  Maryland, 

New  Jerfey,  Virginia, 

Pennfylvania,  and  j 

Delaware,  South   Carolina, 

Held  in  Philadelphia,  from   September  27  to  Oftober  7,   1785.     To  which  h 
added,  a  Colle6lion  of  Pfalms,     Price  4s.  in  Boards. 

ADVICE  to  the  SERVANTS  of  the  CROWN  in  the  HOUSE  of  COM- 
MONS  of  IRELAND.     Containing  Advice  to  a  Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER;  containing  a  full  and  impartial 
Hiftory  of  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  in  BOTH  HOUSES  of  PARLIAMENT 
during  the  Prefent  Seffion,  in  one  Volume.  Price  9s.  6d,  half  bound  and  let- 
tered. 

Of  whom  may  be  had. 
The  Parliamentary  Regifter ;    or.  Faithful  Hiftory   of  the  Proceedings  and 
Debates  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  from  178010  1784,  in  14  volumes,  price 
Five  Guineas,  half  bound  and  lettered. 

The  Parliamentary  Regifter,  from  the  General  Eleftion  in  1784  to  17S8,  in 
10  volumes^  price  4L  15s.  half  bound  and  lettered,  or  any  feparate  Seilion. 


NEW    PUBLICATIONS. 


The  NEW  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL  for  WIT^-*bcinga  Collcaion  ol' 

Fugitive  Pieces  in  Profe  and  Verfc,  not  in  any  other  Colle6tion.  This  Edition 
is  confiderably  improved  and  enlarged  5  in  which  arc  infcrted  fcveral  curiout 
Pieces,  by 


Lady  Craven, 
Marquis  of  Town^Hiend, 
Carmarthen, 
Earls  of  Carl i  He, 

Charkmont, 
Nugent, 
Buchan, 
Cheftcrfiel-.l, 
Chatham, 
.  Dc  la  War, 
Lords  Palmcrllon, 
Mul  grave, 
Holland, 
Lyttclton, 
Harvey, 
Right  Hoh.  C.  J.  Fox, 

Col.  Fitzpatrick, 
C.  Yorke, 
H.  W-alpolc, 
Cpuntefs  Templcj 
Lady  M.  "^V.  Montagu 
Mrs.  Greville, 
Mifs  Carter, 
Mrs,  Lenox, 


Sir  W.  Draper,    . 

—  J.  Moore, 

—  W.  Jones, 

—  W.  Young, 

—  C.  Han  bury  Williams, 
J.  Wilkes, 

D.  Garrick, 
R.  B.  Sheridan, 
R.  Tickell, 
G.  Ellis, 
J.  Court': nay, 
J.  S.  Hall, 
Caleb  Whiccfoord, 
G.  Cc'lman, 
R.  Cumberland, 
C.  Anftey, 
WV  Hay  ley, 
S.  JcTiyns, 

B.  Thornton,  Efquires, 
Doftors  13.  Franklin, 
Armftrong, 
JJcattie, 
Capt.  E.  Thomfon, 
5cc.  &c.  &c. 


Hon*  T»  Luurcll, 
Together  with  fcveral  Pieces  now  firft  printed  from  the  Authors'  Manufcripts. 
The  whole  carefully  revifed,  arranged,  andcorre6led.     A  new  Edition,  in  6  vols, 
price  1 8s.  fewed. 

A  COLLECTION  of  Scarce  and  Interefting  TRACTS,  written  by  Perfona 
of  Eminence,  upon,  the  mod  important  Political  and  Commercial  Subjefts,  during 
the  Years  1763,  1764,  .17^5,  1766,  1767,  1768,  1769,  and  1770,  in  4  vols, 
price  il.  4s.  in  Boards.        1    . 

The  LIFE  of  FREDERICK  II.  KING  of  PRUSSIA.  To  which  are  added, 
Obfervations,  authentic  Documents,  and  a  variety  of  Anecdotes,  Letters,  8cc. 
Tranilatcd  from  the  French,  in  a  krge  Volume,  OtSlavo^  price  14s*  in  Boards. 

A  Narrative  of  the  Expedition  to  BOTANY  BAY  ;  with  an  Account  of 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  its  Produ^ions,  Inhabitants,  &c.  To  which  is  fub- 
joined,  a  Lift  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Eftablifhments  atPort  Jackfon,  by  Capt. 
Watkin  Tench,  of  the  Marines,  an  Officer  now  fcrvingon  the  Expedition.  The 
fecond  Edition.     Price  3s.  6d.' 

LETTERS  written  in  HOLLAND,  in  September  and  Oftober  17S7,  by 
Thomas  Eowdlcr,  Efq.  F.R.  S.  and  S.  A.  To  which  is  added,  A  Colle6lion 
of  Letters  and  other  interefting  Papers,  relating  to  the  Journey  of  the  Princefs  of 
Orange,  in  June  17S7,  illuftrated  with  Maps  of  the  Marches  of  the  Prulfian 
Army,  and  of  the  country  near  Amfterdam.  A  new  Edition,  To, which  is  prc- 
Axcd,  an  Introduflion.     Price  5s.  in  boards. 


W       ' 


